	You asked about Acacia Ridge. It is on the southside of Brisbane, about 10 minutes from the City. The area is quite old and has a bit of industry in parts. Has good public transport and runs off some major arterial roads in and out of Brisbane.

The Brisbane property market has gone boom at the moment. Maybe rental could be an option initially at least til you suss things out. 

Someone mentioned Noosa... a lovely place... about 2 + hours drive from Brisbane.. an hour only gets you as far as Caloundra! Much nicer than the Gold Coast, a lot less touristy. If you want a relaxing lifestyle go for somewhere like the North Coast. 

As for Brisbane, I prefer the southside. It has excellent public transport, the south east freeway gets you into the City most days with no trouble.. ok some morning's it's like a parking lot but at least you don't have any traffic lights, plus there is a bus lane for those of you who catch the bus! 

Brisbane is a City...not a megatropolis like Sydney...many nights I've spent rollerblading around inner city Brisbane are unforgettable.. where else do you have a man-made beach in the middle of the city where they show new movies for free while you laze around on a lilo in the water or a blanket on the grass smelling those lovely steaks on the barbq..mmmmmm



	Acacia Ridge is working class area, as Brisgal said, alot of industrial areas & about 20 mins commute into town. Great train & bus services. Not where I would choose to live - then again I could think of worse as well! It certainly gone up in price in the last few years but then so has all of the rest of Brisbane & I think you will find its still one of the cheaper parts of town & thats for a reason. Oh & theres a light aircraft airfield there as well if noise is likely to put you off.

Rach, seriously, think very long & hard about Samford area, it honestly can get shockingly uncomfortable out that way in summer. Its ok to fob it off with "Its ok, I dont mind the heat" thats until you spend 1 summer here, then you will be. Too hot for me & Im a local. Cleveland, Victoria Point, Redland Bay are IMO a much better choice.

	Areas I would be happy to live in, from what I have seen:

Manly/Wynnum (where we live)
Sherwood/Graceville (where MIL lived)
Clayfield
Bulimba
Salisbury

All for slightly different reasons, but all were places where we seriously looked.

Places I would not want to live:
Loganlea (where we used to live - not a particularly nice place, but even there the house prices are rising)
Woodridge (next to Loganlea - put there to make Loganlea look good)
Inala

Those three all have reputations as "rougher" areas. I personally would also not particularly like to live in some of the new estates just north of the Brisbane City Council limits (Pine River area). Lots of modern brick houses - all look the same. Nothing intrinsically wrong with it - just not my cup of tea.

	Down Redland Bay / Cleveland is rapidly expanding, lots of new estates where you can get what's called a 'house & land' package where you get your 4 bedrooms, 2 car garage, swimming pool and room for a pony LOL
Brisbane is bursting with lots of new communities - little cities within suburbs. 

The government's idea was to try to keep residents in their own areas creating communal living. So you have schools, parks, shopping precincts and just about anything else you can imagine, no need to trek to the City. Cleveland is about 30 minutes from Central Brisbane on a good run. Raby Bay is the nexy suburb over and has homes for $1 million +.. great to rollerblade around and gawk at the lovely homes.

I live in Robertson which is on the southside. Having lived there since I was 13, I can't see myself living anywhere else. My parents still live in Robertson too!!

Decent areas.... EDIT The areas listed below are not in the $150K + house & land category, sorry to confuse! They are quite a lot more, please see Mrs Dagboy's post below)
Cleveland
Forest Lake (not in Brisbane, on outskirts West)
Carindale (more expensive but lovely)
Sunnybank Hills (new estates are nice)

these are all on the southside. I agree with whoever said the West was hot....... very hot, you get NO seabreezes there. Stifling in the hot summer months.

As for the Northside, there aren't a lot of newer estates within 30 mins of Brisbane.. still if you are used to living in the UK, commuting won't be different except buy a car with air cond!

	Guys! I hate to burst your bubble, but you will NOT get a house in any of those suburbs for $150k. Not even for $200k. You might just get a 1 or 2 bedroom unit/flat for that but even that wont be a nice one! Hell you can hardly even buy a house in Woodridge for $150K anymore Brisgal! Alot of the info Brisgal has given is good re the communities etc, but if you think you can come & buy a house for that sort of money, especially the "big ' ouse & pool" concept you are in for a very very rude shock. I should know .... buying & selling houses seems to have been my consumming passion over the last 3 years LOL. We've just sold again (2 houses this time!) & will be back plodding through the swamp of agents & vendors again soon by the look of it.

Seriously, if you want to check out prices try Real Estate dot com dot au 
or
Property dot com dot au

Put in the suburbs you are interested in & a price range & see what comes up. You will struggle to buy a house anywhere in Brisbane nowdays for under $250k, & most places you wont even get a foot in the door for under $300k. Just as an example I did a search for Cleveland, under $300k .. & got diddly squat. Some in surrounding areas, almost all of which were $280-$300K, & none of which I would particularly want to live in!

	for the person that asked about Forest Lake .. great in concept ie community all around a lake, great parks, walking trails etc. What they fail to tell you is that the parks & community areas make up for your lack of backyard. You will be lucky to have 1 metre from your fence either back or sides to your house & your neighbours will be the same effectively cutting out any sunshine that you may be able to get apart from an hour at midday. Your backyard will consist of a small patio with a BBQ & 4 square metres of grass. Great if you dont like cutting the lawn I guess. Cashmere is the back of woopwoop, fine if you dont have to commute anywhere & Calamvale is ok as long as you dont mind a new housing estate. At least you will be able to put a pool in there, unlike Forest Lake.

	Staying around Clayfield area? Good luck if you have the money, we seriously considered houses over there 3 years ago but then put it on the back burner as Dagboys house hadnt sold - then when it finally did sell we couldnt afford to buy there anymore LOL. Well not for what we wanted anyway, 800sqm block with Qlder for under $400k. Prices here have just gone wild, & the buyers are clambering over themselves, sold one house in June within 18 hrs of putting it on the market & for $25k more than we were expecting & then another one last week within 24 hrs for $20K more. Its absolute madness!

	it depends what you want. Ferny Grove area is on the outskirts of north western suburbs & is hot in summer. Dont underestimate the heat! Do you need to commute to town? Im pretty sure you dont have any kids so schools etc arent a concern? 

Nitty gritty. Ferny Grove is the last stop on the train line, about a 30 min journey into town. Some older houses, some buit in & around pockets of bushland. Ferny Hills mostly new estates from what I remember. Quite a few young families. Buses would run infrequently, but as I mentioned the train is about 30 mins & is clean, safe & extremely reliable & on time. Commute in the car would be about 45 mins on an average day. I know you dont have kids, but for anyone reading that does, I have heard that Ferny Grove primary school is very good, dont know how true it is. Rents will be cheaper there being on the outskirts & it appeals to people with young children who may be struggling just a tad financially. I have a friend who lives at Kepperra (next suburb), she lives in a brick shoebox in a housing estate out there & likes it well enough, but its not my cup of tea 
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.

Samford is further out, see my other comments about the heat . Its in a valley, bit of a narrow road access, travelling time would be probably just over an hour to work (a bit hard to judge having never done it in peak hour traffic.) Lots of acreage properties & alot of bushland areas. Most of the acreage properties are bush blocks, but more importantly its susceptible to bushfires. In fact its probably one of the few areas in Brisbane that I would classify as a bushfire area/risk. Some other areas get spot fires, but that area can get large fire fronts moving through which would be of concern, to me anyway [image: image2.png]


. Apart from that its a nice area, quite rural & fairly quiet.

BTW both those areas arent actually Brisbane city council, they fall under Pine Rivers Shire I think it is, not much difference to you if you are renting but may make a difference if someone is thinking about buying a house there as different councils have different rates/bylaws etc.

My personal choice in that area was Mitchelton. Lots of nice quiet areas with lovely old queenslanders on larger blocks (800 sqm), a nice community feel to it & very villagy atmosphere at the local shopping precinct (nb. not the large shopping centre nearby, although thats handy as well). Train line right through the middle so easy access to rail for commute & into town in under 20 mins. At the time we were looking (12-15 months ago) it hadnt really boomed yet, Im sure thats changed now though!

	Ormiston. Quite a nice area, not too far from the water and close to Cleveland and the wonderful Saturday markets there. There is a train line that takes you into the middle of Brisbane. My grandfather lives in a townhouse complex, which contains about 30 bungalows and everyone lives independently, note: this is not an aged complex!!! He enjoys the fact that Ormiston is near the water so the breezes are lovely and on the trainline and near the shops. In a nutshell it has everything he needs!!

	We have been here almost 2 months and live in Belbowrie on the outskirts of the CBD - about 25 minutes drive. Acacia Ridge, Darra, Inala, Ipswich Wynnum West are classed as low socio econmic areas. We managed to source this from articles written in the local paper and estate agents.

As far as where to live it really depends whether or not you want to live in or near the city.

I can recommend closest to the city first, Toowong, Fig Tree Pocket, Jindalee, Kenmore, West Lake, Chapel Hill, Brookfield, Pinjarra Hills, Pullenvale and Bellbowrie. A lot of people rave about Albany Creek but it's about an hour from the CBD and despite this the properties don't appear that much cheaper than where we are. Wynnum (not West) is supposed to be very up and coming (about 20 minutes off peak, also has a train line and is on/near the bay) and Manly is supposed to be wonderful (although expensive).

	If I had my pick of all the places to live in Brisbane (& money was no object) & I was looking for a house on a normal block of land (ie not acreage like we have now), I would pick Manly/Wynnum area, Sherwood/Graceville/Chelmer area or Bulimba. But thats me personally - neither Dagboy or I can stand new housing estates with lunchboxes on small blocks of land, we like areas that have lovely old Qld homes, large gardens & leafy suburban streets. But its horses for courses, everyone likes different things

	When you come to Brisbane rent first and then go look at the surrounding areas. , you need to go and look at the areas for yourself. I've lived in Brisbane for the past 5 years and can't answer your question "does anyone know Brisbane" .. you know why? because I do not know every little nook and cranny of Brisbane. And I will only answer on where I have lived. Or the areas I know quite well. I can't say "I Know Brisbane" - I can't say I knew my whole hometown in Wales either .. you think about it. When I moved to where I am , I had to give directions to quite a few of my friends and colleagues who have lived in Brisbane all their life. So even they do not know Brisbane

Regarding Pine rivers shire - Pine covers a huge region. Some of the nicer areas include Dayboro and surrounds. Then for around the petrie region closer to North pine dam /lake samsonvale dam east side(acreages. nestled among gum trees. your only ten to 15 minutes away from the sea.. and a few minutes to the lake/dam. Doles rocks is another beautiful area right down the end. of the road. Strathpine near the boat ramp and reserve is another quiet place, other areas to be considered are Dakabin, Narrangba and Kallangur (all just a hop and a skip to the sea over to the pine river or nearby Deadcliffe/depression Bay. and about a 15 to 20 minute drive to Bribie island... depending what area

Bad areas (well bad to my taste.. overcrowded new estates) Mango hill (new estates) Murrumba downs .. they are near to Redclffe, the mango hill area borders with Redcliffe City council area . and the areas lower down towards the Brisbane boundary.. all seem to be filled with these new built up estates.

Manly, I personally find the place too overcrowded especially on the weekends, I lived near to the region for a few years before I went north( I wanted space, ended up in deadcliffe by the sea.. redcliffe - another cr*p place in my opinion .. and moved to the pine shire region.) I am surrounded in native bushland.. very peaceful except for the fluffy b*ggers in my back garden grunting (mating season here)

. The areas I would consider (near manly)looking into are Thornside and Birkdale which is a bit further down from manly. Birkdale would be my choice for a sea home.( they are up the bay a bit from Wellington point) 

Do your research, look at the areas for yourself when you get here, arm yourself with a map and take a drive... explore. It will take you a while.. you can't drive around the whole region in a few days looking at every place /where to live.. I've been in brisbane for five years and I'm still exploring the region and surrounds

	If you are looking to be working in Brisbane then Redland Bay is about 30-45 mins by train (frequent service). I have been to that region once to have a look at the villas in Cleveland- oh my lord so, so posh with boat access etc. On the downside, every house looks the same and you are surrounded by very, very rich people. 
A colleague of mine lives in Wellington point and his kids love it there (his eldest is 10), as for schooling I am not sure but will ask a few of my mates. 
I have not really come across any loud nightlife (pubs and clubs), just afore-mentioned possums which are the downside to living under a big tree- chainsaw here we come!!!

Totally agree with Ceri about renting first, there are loads of places available as Redland Bay area is big with property investors inland (e.g. from Mount Isa) who have loads of expendable cash.
It will also take a while for your stuff to clear customs so you could rent a furnished place for say 3 to 6 months (costs about $while you scope Bris-vegas out.
this is an example of what is out there....
Redland Bay, 4 bed with pool, doube lock-up garage $270 a week. This is with Raywhite.com

	Hi we moved out hear a year ago and live in the redlands area ,25 mins from the city ,very nice area we reckon ,had never been to QLD before so was all very new to us .We have gold coast an hours drive away and sunshine coast just over an hour

	Depending on your budget - yes Ascot, Clayfield, Paddington & Red Hill are some of the most expensive real estate in Brisbane - you could try some of the following areas. All are on a train line (except one see comments) & have a *high street* aura & cafe society set to various degrees & lots of old queenslanders. Is there a reason for the train only rather than bus or ferry/citycat? Anyway these are my suggestions based solely on your criteria of Qlders & high street atmosphere.

Bulimba - I absolutely LOVE Bulimba, it has a lovely *high street* complete with cinema & a huge park right in the middle (a bit like a village green I suppose). Lots of lovely little cafes & shops & very quiet as its not a "through" road. This is the only one that doesnt have a train line (closest train is at Morningside), but it does have an excellent bus service as well as citycat & ferry services to the city. Suburbs next door are Hawthorne & Balmoral.

Sherwood/Graceville/Corinda - grew up in this area & my family had lived there for over 50 years until my mum died earlier this year. Lots of lovely parks by the river, nice cafes & shops & train & bus service into town. Chelmer is also nice, but doesnt have any sort of shop/cafe area (Graceville has 2, Sherwood & Corinda 1). About 10-15 mins (7-9 stops) on the train into town.

Auchenflower - very close to the city & on the train line only 3 stops to Central Station. Some parts are very expensive (the ones with the views!) but others are a little more reasonable. Quite hilly, alot like Paddington which it backs onto. Also look at Taringa on the other side of Toowong. Toowong is too developed for my liking but parts of Taringa are still ok. 

St Lucia - backs onto Taringa. Lovely quiet area down by the river (like Fairfield) with lots of little cafes etc. Spoilt IMO by the number of units which have sprung up because of the need for accomodation for Queensland Uni which is located there. Need lots of money to buy a qlder there though LOL.

Greenslopes/StonesCorner/Cooparoo - A little more "busy" & commercial than other areas mentioned, Stones Corner has a busy little shopping precinct that has lots of cafes & discount brand name shopping outlets. Greenslopes has a small shopping mall & a private hospital (bus service only). Train station at Cooparoo & Buranda

Annerley - Slightly west of Greenslopes, it has quite a bit of commercial content (ie shops & small car yards) & a large public hospital. Rail into town. Separated from Greenslopes/Stones Corner by the South East Freeway.

Fairfield - Lovely quiet areas down by the river with beautiful parks. No cafe set to speak of, but worth considering in my view because its so leafy & quiet. Train into town less than 10 mins. Next to Annerley.

All of those areas are very close to the city (less than 5kms) except for Sherwood/Graceville which is about 7kms. Most are pretty expensive, but probably cheaper than Ascot/Paddington (although some are possibly not by much!). As you move out there are many more areas such as Chermside/Zillmere/Nundah, Mitchelton , Morningside, Alderley/Newmarket & Salisbury/Moorooka which all have lots of old Queenslanders & which are much more suburban (& more affordable!).

	The weather is one of the best things about Brisbane, (IMHO). A lot of people reckon its too humid, but where we live (Bayside - around 20kms from the CBD near Moreton Bay), we've yet to notice it. Yes, it's pretty hot, but not unbearable - for us anyway.

Work - now that's a good question. Haven't a clue about work in your field, but you could try jobsearch.gov.au and click on Brisbane areas to see what's going on. Also, try Seek.com.au.

We like the area we're in, (as opposed to being in the centre of Brisbane) because:

a) close to the bay - get breezes (warm ones)
b) low crime rates
c) possible to buy acreage without being a millionnaire (average 1.5 acre on good estate close to schools, shops etc. is around $450,000-$650,000) - other houses on smaller plots say, for a 4 bed with 1/3rd acre with pool and not in dire need of restoration would probably set you back around $300-$400,000 - have a look at realestate.com.au and click on various suburbs - also propertyguide.com.au which deals with the Bayside area if you're interested.
d) Reasonable shops (not a patch on those in UK though!) 

I personally don't like the attitude of a lot of Brisbanites/Queenslanders - they're so laid back they'd fall over if they weren't leaning against a wall and the general attitude of tradesmen etc. is "couldn't give a XXXX" - I don't think you'd find this attitude "down south" in Melbourne - seems to be a far more "happening" place. 

House prices are going up here quite sharply at the moment - we bought in June for $399,000 and have recently had house valued at $470,000.

Not too many places to avoid in Brisbane, but obviously some of the inner-city suburbs can be a bit grotty. 

Brisbane itself is clean, well laid out, and a good place to spend a sunday - Southbank Parklands and all that

	Brisbane is called the River City, consequently Riverside suburbs are often some of the more favoured areas. 

There is a City Cat (a river based Catamarran service) which is a nice way to travel to and from the City ... therefore consider this in choosing where to live.

Some Bayside areas can take as far away as the Gold Coast based on train travel times (almost).

In the western suburbs Brisbane can become very hilly and trap the humidity, much more pleasant with a coastal breeze.

Brisbane mid-winters are generally Blue skies 22 degree days, 5 or 6 degree dawns, mid summers 33 degrees 100% humidity days and mid twenty sweaty nights.

Problem with the job section of newspaper websites is that they are generally predominatly agency ads and do not reflect the classified job ads in the paper itself

	Depends where you will be working for the travelling time from Bribie. Early morning hour traffic takes me about 20 to 25 minutes to get to The Gateway Bridge in the mornings (Brisbane bridge) from Redcliffe peninsula (longer coming back). To get to Bribie from Redcliffe takes me around about 20 minutes (non rush hour.. I've never done it in peak time) .... so probably you're looking at 45 minutes.. maybe a bit longer to reach the gateway bridge during peak driving times. 

I personally think that they are ruining a lot of the Island with the new developments. The canal homes are selling for big bucks. They've blocked off a lot of the water access for the public. i.e the houses gardens run right down to the concrete retaining walls where once people could walk and fish etc.. They've made little concrete paths in places .. a bit like some sort of show gardens... stiff and formal. "The trendies are moving in" . 


Bribie is also a bit of a holiday island.. they have a few camp sites, and it tends to get a wee bit busy during holiday season. 

For anyone who does want a canal home , absolutely water front home, forget Bribie, the land is selling for high 700 hundreds thou, almost 800 thou, just for a plot of land and that's a "from" (starting) price, which means that those plots are probably the other side of the street from the water. 

For anyone who wants a canal home ... try Scarbourgh. I think that they are some of the cheapest canal homes in Brisbane. well, I haven't seen anywhere else in the Brisbane region where you can get a canal home for the sorts of prices which they sell for.. but they are fast rising too. Even the area in the Redcliffe region homes on the water/overlooking the water have reached an all time high... there have been a couple which have sold for a million ). 
You will be able to pick up a home in Scarbourgh (house and land) for around the same price as the canal land in Bribie. I haven't checked the prices recently/in the past few weeks, but the homes on the canal (absolute canal front) at Scarbourgh have been selling (starting at) for around $895 k in the past year (which is next to Redcliffe).

For Bribie... it depends what work you do... Bribie has banks (ok if your a bank worker), a small town with the usual stuff... supermarkets etc. Four wheel drive beach and tracks. If you like surfing forget Bribie... it's too protected/calm for any decent surf. It's great for fishing and boating, 4 wheel driving (easy beach driving) ,walking , swimming etc etc. 


I was looking to buy at Bribie a few years back, when I looked ,you could buy a brick home (non sea front street... but "walkable" to the sea ) starting from $150 thou. ... really cheap. The only thing which stopped us was the travelling time to our work place, it would have put an extra 20, maybe 25 minutes on our journey each way. which day in day out we decided it wasn't worth it... travelling times is an important factor to us. Had our work place been further up the coast... yes we would have bought there.

	Caboolture and the surrounding areas are as good as anywhere else around the Northern region of Brisbane. It has a dairy and farming past but is now a bedroom community for Brisbane workers.

Proximity to Bribie Island, Sunshine Coast and rural hinterland are pluses. Some comment that Caboolture is a cheap area. There certainly are estates that I would not like to live in. The better areas are Bellmere, parts of Morayfield like Excelsior Park, Gingerbrook Farms and generally areas South and West of the CBD.

Electric rail links to Brisbane cost A$40 for a weekly ticket to Brisbane Central.

	Caboolture def has good and bad bits. Lots of housing comission and unemployed hence the cheaper houses. Probably a good tip for that area would be to rent first, live there and find out the iffy bits. Husband had rellies lived there, lovely home on acerage, but they found it hard to handle some of the "lower class element" their words not mine, that go there cause of lower prices. Price and Class go hand in hand in OZ probably more so than the UK, people very aware of what they pay in 'certain areas'. Good thing tho is anywere within fairly easy reach of Bris is going to go up further as people are forced to move out. Just dont rush in till you have experienced the area is my tip.

	A friend of mine lives in the Morayfield part of Caboolture on an acreage/new estate/plots. Anyway - land is lot cheaper there, the houses tend to be bigger - because the land is cheap, people tend to put their money into building big houses - i.e. you see some lovely big mansion type homes. As for the area - it depends on what part of caboolture, some parts it really does have a rough/hick element, other parts tend to be people who have moved there for the space and or retirement. My friend paid around $65,000 for his plot (it's just over an acre) about a year, ayear and a half ago - they are now selling next to him about $95,000. So as you see land is still pretty cheap in that area. 

The town of Morayfield is thriving - quite a busy little spot actually. Most of the do-it-yourself, landscaping, and furniture shops are up that way... I'm always going up there to buy stuff for the new house I'm building. (noticed the post about goodguys earlier - there's one in Morayfield which I go to - I had the same discount when I paid by my credit card as I would have with cash - I asked, as I was prepared to go to the bank and get the cash - everything is negotiable when you buy a couple of grands worth) 

Caboolture shire district covers a wide area of suburbs and towns - I'm pretty sure Bribie Island falls into the caboolture council area too. So it depends where in Caboolture.

Anyway rent up there first (I'm saying up - because I'm down in Redcliffe [image: image3.png]


) - Not a place I like that much - but plenty of people do seem to like it of course. You need to look at the area for yourself, nobody can decide on your behalf what is right for you.

	Morayfield has a large shopping centre - can't remember which store is in there - it's either Woolworth's or coles ,also it has shops such as Kmart etc are in the shopping centre. Morayfield has plenty of shops , Harvey Norman, Good guys, Fast food , Pubs, All the major stores are up on the main RD, quite a big stretch of road- it's quite a busy town/place - there is no need to go to other places to shop such as strathpine. I'm not sure if Caboolture is considered a suburb of Brisbane - why I say this? because their phone numbers starts with a 4 - Friend recently signed up with the internet , because the exchange is in Brisbane - he was told that everytime he dials up to the net - the call is not a local call , he gets charged more for it - this is what Telstra told him. Most Brisbane phone numbers start with a 3, most places in Morayfield do not have a 3 number start. 

	Paddington,West End, Tarringa and Toowong 

These are def inner city suburbs, and I think the reason most people are looking futher out is because they want houses and land for the kids. These suburbs are mainly town houses, appartments, etc with very small gardens if any at all. The west end is within walking distance of the CBD, Tarringa and Toowong are a bit futher out but both have excellent train and bus services. Toowong has one of the best shopping centres around.
I assume you mean the University in St Lucia, and Toowong would be closest.
When I first moved to Brisbane, I lived in Coorparoo which is about the same distance from CBD as Toowong but South, and got around fine for about 9 months without a car. Public transport in Brisbane is excellent. There is also a bikeway following the river from Toowong right into the CBD.
Lots of new appartments going up in all these areas as more people are moving into the city and the areas are boomig.
You could also look at suburbs on the river New Farm, Kangaroo Point as their is a fast and efficient ferry service up to the University.

	I stayed in Toowong for the first month and would recommend it. It seems quite young and I think a lot of UQ students live around there. As KP says it's good for shops with a Coles and Woolworths (supermarkets if you don't know already) and there's some local nightlife at both the Royal Exhange Hotel (bar) and the Regatta (bar and restaurant). Depending on which bit you lived in you can either get the train to the the CBD (about 14 mins) or the newly opened CityCat from the Regatta. Also Coronation Drive along the river is a fast route into the CBD. There's a choice of takeaway food, Chinese, Dominos, Indian, Thai etc. Taringa is about another 2-3Km away from the CBD but also has a train and bus services to the city, you'd probably prefer Toowong to Taringa, both are also close to the large shopping centre at Indooroopilly. You should be able to get a decent two bedroom unit (flat) from $200-300pw

	We live in the inner suburbs of Brisbane at Kangaroo Point, which wouldn't be ideal for you at UQ but would be perfect for your boyfriend as its just a 5 min ferry ride to the CBD. 

My boyfriend works in Toowong and it's pretty nice. There are good shops and a pubs and some really nice restaurants. We've been told that we would be paying around the same in rent there as we do at Kangaroo Point (we currently pay $280 a week which is thought of as expensive, but we think its reasonable considering the cost of renting back home in the equivalent area and facilities). Toowong has good transport connections (train station right in the centre, Regatta CityCat stop - good for you to get to UQ) and buses. It only take about 15-20 mins on the bus to the city and 8 mins on the train. 

We looked at West End but it was expensive for what we were looking at. There were also and awful lot of bugs around (which put me right off!) It's an up and coming trendy area too. It has good bus connections to the city and a CityCat which will take you to Toowong. 

We avoided Paddington as its just buses that go there, and you would have a fairish walk to get a train, and of course there are no nearby river connections. But it is closest to the city centre and is a trendy area withlots of shops and boutiques.

	We live Northside, not far from Bracken Ridge (5-10 mins) and we love it! We checked out both north, south & bayside before buying & feel that we made the right choice.

In our opinion the northside housing is more affordable, more thoughfully planned and the area in general has a great feel to it. We havent experienced, seen or heard about anything likely to cause concern. We know a police officer based in Caboolture and who was glad to get away from the violent crime prevalent in some parts of the south (& Caboolture can be quite ''rough''!) 

Bribie is nice & there's some new, very appealing developments , but allow 1.5 hours to drive to the CBD during rush hour.

We were not impressed with the southside of the city - its seems to be developing into one massive conurbation between the Gold Coast and Brissie. Just loads and loads of identical housing estates, poorly planned, with small plots and an expensive price tag. The south has also developed a reputation for being ''rough'', especially the Logan and Ipswich areas - a friend of mine who lives in Sydney has even heard about it!! We saw a lot of undesirables hanging round shopping centres.

As for bayside, property prices are on the increase - it seems to be full of ''retirement villages'' and ageing brits, but a pretty place to live.

	I'm not quite sure what reserve you are referring to in the Bracken ridge area or ,specifically where you referring to in the Bracken Ridge area (Baldhills, Bridgman Downs and Carseldine are also suburbs of this area) but my impression of SOME of these areas is it's a "bit rough" - I used to fish sometimes in Tinchi Tamba reserve - that area (near deepwater bend) does seem a bit rough. The areas there, I can not give you a comprehensive run down on , I've never lived there


can I ask why are you looking at North Brisbane? Price? space? I do not know what you are looking for - country living, or bayside living, peaceful living or "night life" living? _ I can not tell you what place is right for you for numerous of reasons - You may like Redcliffe and Brighton area, plenty of people living here do - I don't. (see what I mean). My friend likes Morayfield - I don't. (actually not a lot of places I do like [image: image4.png]


) - I prefer South side to be honest with you - Thornside area I was looking to buy at a few years ago - but travelling time came into it for me. Manly is nice too - but prices have shot up there big time (unless you go into one of the housing estates way back from the front). For Northside - my personal choice would be Bribie (have you looked at houses there), I haven't bought there myself - again travelling time for me to work, but that's where I would have bought if I didn't mind the extra time on the roads in the morning.

My suggestion would be to rent first, don't buy straight away when you get here, take a 6 month lease and then go look at the areas for yourself - I do not want to advise anyone on areas as I may offend, or you may like certain places which I don't . Or if you've got your heart set on one area say Bracken Ridge or Brighton - go and rent in that area first. It's one thing to drive through a place, and another to live there A lot of places in North Brisbane are cheap compared to South, and some can be crime places - . Like I say I do not want to offend anyone who may be living in these areas.

As for Brighton - the houses are crammed in there, it's an ok area I suppose if you like that sort of thing, but you'd be lucky to find a roomy home there - they are basically piled on top of each other there - looks a bit like a shanty town in places. what has happened - prices have boomed, people who had large plots around their homes have been actually selling them off in two pieces (splitting the land) so more houses (and units) can go on one plot - we looked at a house last year which looked lovely in the advert - I couldn't believe how cheap it was as I'm sitting in Redcliffe (it's just the otherside of the bridge to Brighton a two minute drive. Brighton tends to a bit more expensive (for the same sort of house - like compared to like) because of the bridge believe it or not - the bridge into Redcliffe is a pain in the ar*e) , but when we went over to look at it - the land was actually split - big house, small plot of land - the owner was selling the spare land to developers for units. A lot of the homes around Brighton are also fibro/wood - same as woody point, clontarf and Redcliffe - it's an old area, new homes are mixed in with fibro - it's hell of a mix here. There are brand new homes in Scarbourgh (canal homes) - also in Kippa ring, and Rothwell. 


Look you really need to look at the areas yourself - basically for the Redcliffe area (which you may as well include Brighton in that - although it's not in the same council district it's basically next door to me) Personally I can not wait to get out of here (.I'm just waiting for my house to be built - which should be finished end June, early July) Originally we were going to buy here in this area, put it this way I'm glad I rented first or I would have regretted buying a home here. This area is definitely not for me.
And as for Bracken Ridge -it looks as if it is a "rough area" to live in, in some parts, I could be totally, totally wrong as I've never lived there, only driven through myself, and I do not know anyone personally who lives in that area . Rent first - then decide for yourself.

	OK I'll tell yo about the south side and central since the north side seems to be an enormous homogenous suburb for me. Rich areas - Anywhere around Sunnybank, Runcorn, MacGregor, Robertson. Basically all the 4109 and 4113 postcodes. Carindale is also "rich", that's suburbs around the 4152 code. The inner west, Bulimba, East Brisbane (4171,4169) are rich and picking up fast. The inner west around Paddo (Paddington) is fairly rich, but at you go further west it gets pregressively richer through Toowong, Taringa, Indooropilly, Kenmore, Moggil, Belbowrie and Pullenvale (4066, 4068-4070). Toowong and St Lucia are tied to the University of Queensland and the rich Asian student/ wealthy professor types. Going west along the Ipswich Motorway you have the very poor suburbs of Darra and Inala which have a large drug problem (4076,4077). Not far away is the mid range, very clean and nice suburbs of Jindalee, Westlakes, Forest Lake, tehn futher south west in the new city of Spring field with Springfield Lakes close to new golf courses and a lakeside town centre. Further west again you get to Ipswich, with all of it's suburbs, which is basically a blue collar city forming the western part of metro Brisbane. The Eastern suburbs close to the bay are very nice, and are not really considered "rich" but some properties can be expensive. Logan City forms the southern part of the Brisbane metro area. Logan is basically blue collar. East of the freeway is mid rage, nice, plenty of shopping and close to freeway( Springwood, Rochedale, Loganholme, Daisy Hill, Kimberley Pk). The west side is poorer. Woodridge and Kingston have a bad name. It picks up further west around Hillcrest, Regents Park, Park Ridge, Larapinta, Forestdale, Crestmead.

Overpriced suburbs would include parts of Calamvale which are about 50K dearer than Hillcrest or Regents Park which are homes of the same quality and only about 7 minutes away. Sunnybank is the unofficial Chinatown so homes there are very expensive, and way too big for the blocks of land. Artsy places would be South Brisbane (not Southbank), and New Farm/ Fortitude Valley. New farm is also a big gay area, along with Spring Hill in the city.

The coastal areas you name aren't at all tacky since they aren't tourist places. These suburbs are all residential. People don't really swim there since there are no sandy beaches. The tacky area is the Gold Coast, which is down the freeway. It's not really tacky but it is touristy. People tend to drive there to go to the beach. People choose to live in the bayside suburbs for the boating access and the cooling sea breezes. It's kind of weird but bayside suburbs have few apartment buildings even though you'd think the sea views would attract such

	Manly,
    : Wynnum or Cleveland.

All of these areas are somewhat far from the city centre. They are all on the coast
but I bet you knew that Bear in mind Brisbane has no beaches to speak off (unless
you count the artificial one at "South Bank" 

This is because Moreton Bay is surrounded by Islands. The bay is relatively calm most
of the time.

North Stadbroke island (Straddie to the locals) has great beachs. Great for a
weekend away.

So if you wan't great beaches look at the Gold or Sunshine coasts in preference to
Brissie Some people live on Straddie and commute to Brisbane to work but it has
always seemed excessive to me.

    : Does anyone know these areas at all, if so any info much appreciated, especially if
    : to be avoided!

I've never had alot to do with Manly/Wynnum really. They seem ok.

Cleveland is nice but just a bit far from the city for my liking. The people I know
who live out there have long commuting times to work.

If you want to be close to the water rather than the beach then bare in mind that
Brisbane is the "River city". The river windws its way right through the city. You
can own a boat & get to a boat ramp in many suburbs. I catch the "Citycat" to work, a
Catamaran. Beats driving 

Where ever you end up going, check flooding levels with the local council as large
parts of Brisbane have been known to go under in major floods. After the last major
flood in 1974 the council did major works to prevent such a disaster again but I say
why tempt fate

	You have obviously done your homework regarding Brisbane suburbs. Manly, Wynnum and
Cleveland are really nice areas. So is Wellington Point and Ormiston. They are about
35 minutes commute to Brisbane CBD by car, or 50 minutes by train. Whilst that may
seen a bit long to some, the payback is a great lifestyle area if your into boating,
fishing, and watersports. The bayside suburbs, especially the Redlands (Wellington
Point, Ormiston, Cleveland) are surrounded in beautiful bushland, with abundance of
wildlife from koalas, wallabies and spectacular birdlife. Just today my wife was
aqua-jogging in pool and felt as if she was being watched. Sure enough, almose
directly above in a gum tree was a big fat male koala gazing down at her. We live at
Wellington Point.

Wynnum and Manly have a lot of character with many old "Queenslander" homes
being restored.

Climate-wise, the bayside is a little more temperate than further inland and get get
those welcome cool bay breezes that makes the Summer more bearable.Wynnum/Manly and
the Redlands are served well with hospitals, top class schools, sporting facilities
and shopping. It is a fantastic area to raise kids.

	I'm really gonna stick my neck out here but I would not consider anywhere out towards
Ipswich as particularly "good" areas. Higher crime rates, higher unemployment, cheap
real estate - averaging 5 degrees hotter than the bayside in Summer and frequent
frosts (yes, frosts in Queensland) in Winter (which admittedly here, only really
lasts a couple of months). But still there are other rural to semi-rural areas west
of the city which are really nice - Samford and the area around Mount Glorius,
springs immediately to mind.

Brisbane has plenty of rural acreage within 40 minutes drive of the city but
admittedly the price varies considerably, depending where. Here in the Redlands some
rural blocks around Thornlands and Mount Cotton have doubled in price over the last
2-3 years!!!


