LITTLE KANAWHA CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Minutes

The regular monthly meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the Little Kanawha Conservation District was held Thursday, April 15, 2010, at 9:30 a.m. at the Mill Run Agricultural Service Center, Parkersburg, WV.

The Chairman, Roger Shaver, called the meeting to order.  Attending were:

* Supervisors Attending 




*Roger Shaver, Wirt County

*Freddie Fields, Wood County

  Dawn Canterbury, Roane County

*Bob Buchanan, Wood County

*Norma Collins, Calhoun County

*Steve Full, Wirt County

  Wayne Hardway, Calhoun County

*Floyd Hodge, Ritchie County

*Mike Nichols, Ritchie County

  Jim Wood, Roane County 

Others Attending:

Jerry Waybright, Associate Supervisor, Wood County

Randy Shepard, Associate Supervisor, Wood County

Kelly Sweeney, LKCD

Ben Collier, NRCS

Kim Fisher, WVCA

Kevin Jones, WVCA

Chuck Copeland, Forestry

Jessica Nichols, WVCA, Recorder

Call to Order at 9:30 a.m. & Pledge of Allegiance

Introduction of Visitors - Their reports and concerns

District Business

Roger Shaver noted the potential change to the minutes.  Roger Shaver read the motion from last month that was in question.  Bob Buchanan stated that he attended the Area II Partnership meeting and doesn’t feel that the change should be approved.  There is also a change with regard to the location on the land judging.  Mr. Roberts has passed away and Steve leases the farm and will coordinate the land judging.  Motion to approve March 9th minutes with noted changes was made by Bob Buchanan and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  

Approval of Financial Reported Items 
Bob Buchanan reported that all the accounts are correct and in balance.  Motion to accept the report was made by Mike Nichols and seconded by Norma Collins.  Motion carried.     Bob Buchanan discussed the audit that was done.  There were a couple notations.  One was to use purchase orders.  Jessica Nichols will check into how to do this on the new computer system.  The other was to create a formal accounts procedure manual.  Motion to accept the audit was made by Bob Buchanan and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.

Approval of Cooperators Agreements & Terminations
Motion to approve was made by Floyd Hodge and seconded by Freddie Fields.  Motion carried. 
Correspondence Non Action Items – 
· Bob Buchanan discussed the Envirothon and he stated that they could use all the help they can get.  Bob Buchanan would like Kelly Sweeney to come and help with the event.  Motion to approve Kelly Sweeney to attend the Envirothon and pay appropriate expenses was made by Bob Buchanan.  Seconded by Mike Nichols.  Motion carried.  Bob Buchanan stated that he has been in contact with the Governor’s office and because of the mine accident he will not be able to attend.  They are busy with funerals and wakes.  
· Roger Shaver and the board thanked Kelly Sweeny for her work.  Motion to accept Kelly’s resignation was made by Freddie Fields and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  
· Vacancy Announcement please look this over to see if we still want to include all of the information contained within.  Jessica Nichols stated that we have received two resumes.  
· Roger Shaver stated that we had two students receive scholarships from our district.  
· Supervisors training in September.  
· Modification of the by-laws was approved.  
· Nominating committees have been picked.  
· Bob Buchanan talked about the lack of participation of the Conservation Farmer’s Contest.  He passed around a non technical score sheet.  Some Districts are only going to have a local district contest.  
· Please make sure to sign your per diem and expense forms in blue ink.  
· Bob Buchanan discussed the pasture walk on the Dietz’s farm.  Motion to approve up to $200 for food and drinks was made by Bob Buchanan and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  
· Norma Collins asked about how to do a change of address.  
· Chuck Copeland stated that we don’t have the Hemlock problem in this area at this time.  It has been in the state since the early 1980’s

Correspondence – Action Items -
Lubeck Public Service District – Roger Shaver read the letter.  Bob Buchanan stated that we should take this under advisement.  Motion by Bob Buchanan to check with the engineers seconded by Freddie Fields.  Motion carried.  
Report of Agencies and Others

LKCD Associate Supervisors Report

No report at this time. 
Area Report, NRCS - Unable to attend

Field Staff Report, NRCS, District & Soil Scientist  
· Ben Collier handed out his report and discussed the information contained within.  
· They are done writing contracts for now.  They are being encouraged to work more closely with the district supervisors pertaining to the farm bill.  
· Wetland Reserve Program funds had to be sent back to Washington for two years in a row.  He discussed how this program works.  Please let him know of any potential sites that might qualify.  Bob Buchanan talked about how most farmers are trying to find out how to drain the wetlands and not restore them.  Norma Collins stated that there is a gentleman that moved into Marietta who is a biologist and is bored with retirement and is looking for things to do.  Norma Collins will give Ben Collier his contact information.  
· Bob Buchanan said that Kevin Wicky wants the supervisors to be more involved in the ranking criteria.  We use to have local work group meetings that would make recommendations.  There have been changes come out of the local work group meetings.  
· There are temporary positions available in Parkersburg and Spencer.  The employment will only last till September 3rd.  Freddie Fields stated that is how he started working for NRCS.  
· Please come to the Wetland Day in Wirt County.  
· Ben Collier will be leaving to do an Earth Team Demonstration at Public Debt.  Please get with him later if other questions arise.  

Field Staff Report, LKCD – Kelly Sweeney passed out her report and discussed the information contained within.  The newsletters were mailed.  The addresses will need to be updated.  The Lawn and Garden Expo went well.  She discussed her resignation and her new job.  

Field Staff Report, Forestry – There is a total burning ban in effect.  

LK RC&D – Roger Shaver talked about the Expo and what beautiful weather we had.  

Solid Waste Authority – Not in attendance

Special Items of Interest

Plan of Work – Nothing to report at this time.  

Emergency Watershed (EWP) – 

· Contract – Kevin Jones – Motion to award the bid to J&R Excavating for the EWP work was made by Steve Full and seconded by Freddie Fields.  Motion carried.  Please let Dick Withers know if any new blockages come up.  If we find that the work comes to more than the 41,845.50 it would have to come back before the board again.  Dick Withers will decide where the work will begin.  Floyd Hodge and Mike Nichols would like to be made aware of when they will be in Ritchie County.  Dick Withers is having health problems but it is felt that he should still be our inspector.  

Invasive Species Program – The letters haven’t been sent because it was felt that we need to ask for specific dollar amounts.  Kelly Sweeney has received several requests.  We can’t approve any applications after June 1st.  This will have to be done very quickly.  Kelly Sweeney answered questions about her report.  Bob Buchanan talked about the program and how the acres are determined.  This will involve doing transects.  This determination can be done by NRCS or District Supervisors.  There was discussion of how we would receive the funds from other districts.  There was some discussion on how to determine an acre of multiflora rose.  Motion to request the letters for the sum total of 47,980 was made by Bob Buchanan and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  Bob Buchanan will draw up a letter to send to all the districts.

North Fork Hughes River Update & Issues - 

· Loan fee – Motion to pay the loan fee was made by Mike Nichols and seconded by Floyd Hodge.  Motion carried.  

· Well Update – Nothing at this time.  

· Floyd Hodge stated there hasn’t been any update on the road situation.  

Lime Program - Motion to approve the lime request was made by Bob Buchanan and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  

Bunnells Run – Kevin Jones stated that Dick Withers filled out the information for their permit.  The permit should arrive by the first of June.  Bob Buchanan will be working with Dick Withers in developing a contract.  

Vacancy Announcement – Kim Fisher stated that Truman Wolfe will pay for 1000 hours at 9.00 an hour for a part time employee.  Bob Buchanan stated that we would post the job vacancy.  Roger Shaver asked about how things would work if we went with the agency’s handling.  Bob Buchanan states that we should maintain how we are doing things now.  Kelly Sweeney stated that she felt that combining the two positions between the district and RC&D would not be a good idea.  Randy Shepard talked about the work that is done at the warehouse and the difficulty with potential sales of the items that they receive.  He said that no one really has the time to go and check these things.  Bob Buchanan stated that he doesn’t want to go into this any further so we don’t have to go into Executive Session.  Norma Collins asked about how things would work if the agency would hire the position.  Bob Buchanan talked about the Administrative Officer position and what is in the state code.  There was a lengthy discussion with regard to this situation.  Norma Collins stated that she feels that we need to have a district employee.  Motion by Bob Buchanan to post the vacancy in all the papers seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  All county papers and the Sunday paper in Parkersburg.  

Committee Selections – Roger Shaver handed out copies of the committee selections and stated that Freddie Fields and Dawn Canterbury will need to pick which committees they would like to set on.  

State Fair – The dates were discussed.  The fair is the 13th thru the 21st.  Please sign up to help with the booth if possible.  

Request funds for Operating Grant – Motion to request the $5000 in operating grant funds was made by Norma Collins and seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  

Junior Master Gardeners - Kelly Sweeney discussed the information regarding the Junior Master Gardeners.  There is a whole packet of information that was sent.  They have informational items that they sale.  The representative had planned to attend today but was ill.  Bob Buchanan stated that we already have so many programs for kids that we already don’t do.  He feels that we should work on the ones we have before we take up another.  

Brickstreet Insurance - Bob Buchanan discussed Brickstreet and none can top the rate that we get from them.  Bob Buchanan makes a motion to stay with Brickstreet seconded by Floyd Hodge.  Motion carried.  
Active Committee Reports - Fee schedule for equipment damage – The Equipment Committee will come up with a schedule to be used.  

Administrative Officer’s Report, Jessica Nichols – Help is needed with the plant sorting and wrapping.  There are no pears and cherry trees so there will be many refunds.

WV Conservation Agency Report, Kim Fisher – 
· Kim Fisher discussed the budgets going thru down in Charleston.  
· Kim Fisher reported on the PEIA information that Steve Full had requested at the last meeting.  She read a letter that another district had received.  
· Kim Fisher stated that Jessica Nichols will be going to Morgantown on April 29th for an Administrative Officer’s Meeting.  

News of Note

· Freddie Fields stated that Delmas Carr’s mother passed away and Paul Janes is in the hospital.
· Jim Wood is undergoing tests today.  
· Wayne Hardway is representing the district at the Education Council Meeting.  
· Kevin Jones stated that the 2% can’t be taken off of state funds.  This comes directly from Truman Wolfe.  Roger Shaver asked how other districts are taking an administration fee.  Kevin Jones stated that it is probably not being taken off of state dollars.  It was stated that other districts said they take a percentage off of state funds this was said at the Area II Partnership Meeting.  
· Mike Nichols has been working with local people on the Ritchie County Fair.  He had discussed with them building an auctioneer’s booth.  Possibly a $150 donation which would include advertizing for the district?  Mike Nichols makes a motion to donate $150 for the development of an auctioneers stand and advertizing involved seconded by Steve Full.  Motion carried.  
Calendar of Events

May 7th – Wirt County Wetland Day 
Land Judging will be set for May 18th.  

Date of Next Meeting

May 13th at 9:30 a.m. at the Mill Run Agricultural Service Center.  

Motion to Adjourn

Motion to Adjourn was made by Freddie Fields and seconded by Mike Nichols.  Motion carried. 

Roger Shaver, Chairman



Dawn Canterbury, Secretary
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