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WEEK 2, DISCOVERY 1
Items needed:

Power point presentation

Television section of the newspaper

Large Machete

Color key:

Red = Scripture

Blue = Bulletin insert blanks

Purple = Power point slides with numbers
[ppt 1] Discovery of the Week:  You can have a Guide.
“Don’t Leave Home Without Him!”

John 16:12-15

Several years ago American Express was known as the credit “card of choice.”  Visa, MasterCard, Discover, and other credit cards were viewed as “second class.”  The American Express Gold card -- that was the standard! One of their best advertising slogans was, “Don’t leave home without it!”  It worked like a charm!  People who carried credit cards wanted to carry an American Express Gold Card.  “Don’t leave home without it!”  [ppt 2] That’s the title of today’s message – sort of.
[ppt 3] In His last extended conversation with the disciples before His crucifixion, Jesus was intent on introducing them to the idea of the Holy Spirit whom the Father would soon send them.  Stressing the Spirit’s importance, on one occasion Jesus said to them: 
[ppt4] Luke 24:48-49 (The Message) 
You’re the first to hear and see it. You’re the witnesses. What comes next is very important: I am sending what my Father promised to you, so stay here in the city until he arrives, until you’re equipped with power from on high. 

Stay here in the city until He arrives!
In other words, “Don’t leave home without Him!”
Why was the coming of the Holy Spirit such a big deal to Jesus?  Why would He tell the disciples to hit the pause button on their remote control for everything until the Spirit came? 
Let’s go back to that last extended conversation Jesus had with His disciples.  We talked about it last Sunday morning.  I think we might find our answer there.
[ppt 5-8] READ TEXT HERE:  John 16:12-15 (The Message)
[ppt 9] The Spirit of Truth, the Holy Spirit, will be our Companion and Guide.  It’s sort of like when Lewis and Clark [ppt 10] set out to explore and map the Louisiana Purchase.  They wanted to find a passage to the Northwest.  As they traveled, they soon came to the edge of the unknown.  They had gone as far as their maps would take them.  From that point on, they would have to rely on Indian guides and trappers who already knew the land and the best routes to travel. 
Don’t you often feel like you’ve gone as far as your map will take you?  You just crossed over into brand new territory.  You’re traveling to the edge of the unknown?  And, you honestly don’t know what to do.

You’ve never been this age before.  
You’ve never had kids this age before.  
You’ve never gotten a doctor’s report like that before.  
Your mate has never said that to you before.  
Your boss has never done that before.  
Life has never been this out of control.

[ppt 11] Yes, you’re traveling through brand new territory – without a map.

The good news for today is simply this -- Just like the Indian guides for Lewis and Clark, the Holy Spirit can be your Guide.  Jesus absolutely insisted that His disciples stop everything and stay put until He arrived.  Then, and only then, could they begin the gigantic task He left them. “Stay put,” Jesus said, “until He comes—don’t leave home without Him!”

[Point to the “Guidance” banner on the back ceiling.]
Who is the Holy Spirit and why is it so important that He fill us with His presence?  Look at our first banner this morning.  It highlights that our first discovery on The Quest is the discovery of our own personal, spiritual Guide.  As you’ll read in the book this week, the idea of a spirit guide might have fallen on deaf ears in our society 25 years ago, but not any more.  Citizens of our postmodern world are tuned into the entire notion of spirit guides.
To prove my point, I looked in this week’s television listings.  
[Open newspaper and show it.  Put sermon notes about TV programs in the newspaper and read from them.
]

Now bear in mind, this doesn’t include the movies or popular books.  That list is much too long for us to consider this morning.  This is just TV – this week.  
Lifetime network has a show on Sunday evenings called “Missing” where the star receives visions from the spirit world to locate missing people.  NBC has a show called “Medium” on Monday night.  ABC has a show called “Invasion” on Wednesday night. And, CBS has a show called “Ghost Whisperer” on Friday night.  The last show’s star receives messages from the dead and passes them on to their loved ones.  
And, if that’s not enough for you, there’s the daytime show with John Edwards called “Crossing Over” with the same theme.  Edwards selects people from the audience and gets messages from dead loved ones.  It’s usually a teary scene and always touching!
Believe me, our culture is into spirit guides.  I googled “spirit guide” on the internet and in 1 second found 3,370,000 websites about spirit guides.  This is a very popular topic in our culture right now.
No, we who follow Christ do not go on television programs and attempt to communicate with dead loved ones.  Neither do we fall prey to the misguided popular notions of spirit guides.  We do, however, resonate with the idea that we can be indwelt and guided by the Spirit of Christ.  When Jesus left His disciples on the Mount of Olives headed back to Father’s house, He promised to return to them in a spiritual way.  They claimed that promise 10 days later and lived the rest of their lives on earth with His indwelling presence and direction.  

Let’s take a closer look at this guide Jesus promised us in our text for today.
[ppt 12] 1. He is One who comes alongside to help.
John 14:16

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor.

That Word “Counselor” gets translated many different ways in different versions of the Bible.  He’s also called:

· Comforter – to comfort you when a loved one dies or you’re persecuted for your faith in Christ or when the circumstances of life turn against you.

· Helper -- to help you know what to do when all of your familiar resources fail you.

· Advocate – to fight your spiritual battles with you and take your case to Father when the heat is on

· Someone to stand by you – when everyone else forsakes you or is too busy with their own problems to bear yours with you, and 
· Friend – who sticks closer to you than any person in the world ever could.  Each of them convey a bit of a different meaning.  I especially like the title Friend from The Message.  

[Read names for the Spirit again.]
[ppt 13]  2. He is our Teacher.
John 14:26
But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. 


We can attend Sunday School class, morning worship, and week-night Bible study.  We can read our Bibles faithfully.  But, all our efforts are in vain -- unless He teaches us.  


MNU is experiencing great days with continuing education.  Middle-aged adults are coming back to college in record numbers.  But, that’s nothing new.  The Holy Spirit has had a continuing education program in place for years through the Spirit’s training.


Late in his life, Paul said all he knew about Christ was only the first chapter of what could be known.  One of his last prayers was “I want to know Christ.”  Is that your heart’s cry?  To know, I mean really know, Christ?  The only way for that to happen is to get in the flow of the Spirit.  That’s one of the reasons this Quest is so important -- because we want to know Christ better with the Spirit as our teacher.

[ppt 14]  3. He testifies to us about Jesus Christ.
John 15:26 (The Message)

When the Friend I plan to send you from the Father comes—the Spirit of Truth issuing from the Father— he will confirm everything about me.

On Good Friday the enemies of Jesus walked confidently down the hill of Calvary, washed the dirt and blood off of their hands, and tried to forget the whole matter.  They were sure they had succeeded in silencing another religious fanatic.


But, something went terribly wrong with their plan.  For today, millions of people around the world live in daily communion with Him.  They speak to Him, listen to Him, consult Him, are guided by Him, and draw daily inspiration from Him.  They live because He lives.


Yes, the Holy Spirit brings us the living Christ.  Without the Spirit, Jesus would only be an impersonal memory.  He would be just another page in the scrapbook of an old antique collector.  His words would be remembered like those of Confucius, Aristotle, or Mohammed.  I’ve seen shrines to these lifeless people around the world.  


One of the most moving spiritual experiences of my entire life happened in Red Square, Moscow as I visited the open casket of Lenin.  I stood close enough to almost touch his body.  He looked great for a man who has been dead to the world since 1929!  I thought about how he masterminded the communist revolution with its strong commitment to atheism.  My heart leaped for joy as I said to myself, “Lenin is dead -- the revolution is dead -- Jesus is alive!”
[ppt 15]  4. He is our Guide.
John 16:13-15 (The Message)
But when the Friend comes, the Spirit of the Truth, he will take you by the hand and guide you into all the truth there is.  He won’t draw attention to himself. . .He will honor me; he will take from me and deliver it to you.”
On Day 12 of your readings this week, you will read about 10 ways the Spirit wants to personally direct you.  We don’t have time to go over them now.  I’ll depend on you to read about those 10 ways and apply them to your life personally.  You might want to read that chapter several times throughout this 40 day study.  So, put a post-it note on Day 12 so you can find it again later.
Well, this morning we’ve look at the notion of a Spirit guide.  Not just any spirit guide, but the very presence of God Himself.  Discovery 1 ranks number 1 in our Quest because it is absolutely essential to all of the remaining discoveries.  We will never place emphasis in this study on discovering intellectual concepts about God that are disconnected from God’s presence in your life. [ppt16] Intellectual knowledge of God can never replace relationship with Him.  This is such an important point.  The remaining 4 discoveries of this Quest flow from relationship with God.  They’re all by-products of that relationship, not stand-alone concepts.

So the first discovery on your Quest to find the life you’ve longed for teaches us that [ppt17] the Spirit of Christ offers to be your Guide – if you ask Him.  

Conclusion

Shortly after the Iron Curtain fell, I taught young pastors-to-be in Kyiv, Ukraine.  One afternoon my interpreter took me on a sightseeing tour of that beautiful and amazing city.  I saw a church that was built over 1000 years ago along with several other churches that had survived the bombings of World War 2.  One particular church had a beautiful painting painted directly onto the wall behind the pulpit.  
When I asked what it represented, my guide said, “Well, it’s the Trinity, of course.”  
I said, “How can that be?  The picture only has 2 people in it.”  
He gave me a look that screamed, “How dumb can you be?”  He then said, “The Father is on the right; the Son on the left.” (because the Son sits at the right-hand of the Father)  
“Where’s the Holy Spirit?” I asked.  
After another look that said, “You’re not the sharpest knife in the drawer, are you?” he explained to me that, according to the artist, the Holy Spirit is in their hearts, so we can’t actually “see” Him.  Valid point.
And, that’s where He wants to be in your life as well – in your heart – guiding you!  So, is He?
(Turn and take a few steps walking across the platform taking one of Brent's machete from the sheath).  

Here’s how I imagine it.  I talked about the Indian guides that cleared a path for Lewis and Clark as they trekked through the great Northwest.  No doubt, Lewis and Clark had no idea where they were going but the Indian guides certainly did.  They cut their way through the growth and brush as they cleared a path for the explorers.

If you’re a Christian, you are following Christ.   He promises to go before you, clearing the brush and debris, making a path for us.   He offers be our spiritual Guide – if we ask Him.   

On this path with our Spirit Guide -- we talk to Him, He talks to us – He directs our every step.   

At times along the path, we encounter big challenges:  death of a loved one, sickness, disappointment, injustices, things that challenge our faith.   During these times our Spirit Guide encourages us to stay with Him and let Him lead us - still quietly walking before us and cutting a path.  This goes on throughout our Christian walk.
Where does this path finally lead?   To the place where your passport will be stamped one last time and the Custom’s Agent will say with a big smile, “Welcome Home.  We’ve been expecting you.”
My question to you today --  Is your Spirit Guide leading and guiding you?   Or, have you reached the edge of the unknown?  Are you lost in the brush, trying to go it alone?   If you need guidance for your life today, He’s waiting to guide you – if you ask Him.
