Second Announcement

Geosphere-Biosphere Coupling Processes:                                          the TTR interdisciplinary approach towards studies                                                            of the European and North African margins

2 – 5 February 2005                                                                                                            Marrakech, Morocco

INFORMATIONS FOR THE PARTICIPANTS
Arrival and departure (recommended): on 1 and 6 February 2005 accordingly.
Accommodation

Accommodation has been arranged by the Organising Committee via the travel agency 

MAJESTIC TOURS of Morocco

46 Avenue Fal Ould Oumeir, Agdal, Rabat 

Tel 212 (0) 37 675724

Fax 212 (0) 37 775321

ali.karioun@majesticmorocco.com
Site web: www.majestictours.ma

Two hotels*** (next to each other) have been booked for all the participants by the Majestic Tours (see the prices that include bad and breakfast). 

Accommodation, four lunches and five coffee breaks must be paid to the Majestic Tours before your arrival in Marrakech. Bring with you the proof of the payment made.
Moroccan House Hotel: 3, Rue Loubnane – Guéliz – centre ville – Marrakech, Morocco

Tel : +212 (0) 44 42 03 05 / 44 42 03 06.

Fax : +212 (0) 44 42 02 97/ 44 42 02 98.

E-mail: moroccanhousehotels@menara.ma

Web site: www.moroccanhousehotels.com 

Le Caspien: 12, Rue Loubnane Guéliz – Marrakech, Morocco.

Tel : +212 (0) 44 42 22 82 /44 42 22 83

Fax : +212 (0) 44 42 00 79.

E-mail : lecaspien@menara.ma (newly constructed hotel, web site is not available yet)

Pricing (in the Moroccan Dirhams, Dhs):

Hotel


Single Room/day

Twin Room/day/each person         
   
Moroccan House 

315 



220
Le Caspien                 

310



187 
Meals 

Collective lunch and coffee breaks will be organised for all the participants at the meeting place by the Majestic Tours. 

- Your total for four lunches is
240 Dhs 

- Your total for five coffee breaks is
100 Dhs

For dinner: Moroccan and international meals for good prices could be purchased in many restaurant at Bejgueni , arround Jamma  El Fna place or in Gueliz.   

Transport service will be organised between hotels and the meeting place during the meeting 

Travel 

- By plane to the International airport "Marrakech-Ménara"(RAK): 5 km to the city. 

   Transfer of the participants will be organised by a shuttle bus 

- By plane to Casablanca “Mohamed V International airport” (CMN) and from there to Marrakech by train. Please send your request for the train schedule to the Secretary, Organizing Committee (boumatran@yahoo.fr). Assistance with transfers will be provided.

Exchange 

Transactions are ensured by bank offices (airport and city), Post offices and the reception desks of hotels. It is not permitted to import or to export Dirhams (Dhs).

	The exchange rate as of 14/12/2004

	Currency
	Buying
	Selling

	1 EURO
	11,12700          
	11,19300          

	1 DOLLAR U.S.A.
	8,36680
	8,41710         


Major credit cards are accepted in most shops, restaurants and hotels in Morocco including Visa, MasterCard, EuroCard, American Express.

Formalities and Visas

- Apply to a Moroccan Embassy or consular office in your own country. An official letter for a visa can be delivered by the Organising Committee on the request.
- Do not forget your passport and check its validity. 

Medical insurance 

It is highly recommended that the participants and accompanying members arrange for their medical insurance through their travel agencies or other internationally recognized means. Neither the Organizing Committee nor other co-organizers like UNESCO, its IOC and the TTR programme, as well as Ghent University will be responsible for any accident or losses that could happen in the course of the Conference. 

Climate in Marrakech 

The weather is normally nice, but rains are also possible. The temperature in February is between 16 and 22°C, on a day and 6 to 10°C at night. In the Mountains, the temperature is between 6 and 10°C.

Price of Taxi and Horse-Drawn cabs

-  On average a trip within Gueliz costs approximately 10 Dhs, and around the palmerai about 50 Dhs. Evening rates increase by 50%.

- Horse-Drawn cabs provide an agreeable way to discover Marrakech, one hour costs approximately 80 Dhs and in the afternoon approximately 200 Dhs.

Contact and correspondence

- Prof. Naima Hamoumi, Chairperson, the Organizing Committee

   GSM: +212 (0) 61 07 50 39.

   E-mail : hamoumi@fsr.ac.ma / naima.h@iam.net.ma 

- Ms Ilham Bouimetarhan, Secretary, the Organizing Committee:

   GSM : +212 (0) 66 94 91 60.

   E-mail: boumatran@yahoo.fr 

Secretarial assistance:

- Mr. Mustapha Chafik: GSM: +212 (0) 68 27 27 22.

- Ms Nisrine Iouzzi: GSM: +212 (0) 70 14 72 63.

Also: Dr A. Suzyumov, Responsible, TTR Programme, UNESCO: a.suzyumov@unesco.org 

THE MODE OF PAYMENT:

1. MAKE CALCULATION of your total as per your travel schedule. Use the following tip:

Moroccan House, per night
          


          Total, 1 to 6 February 2005

Single room with breakfast 
          

315 Dhs
          1575 Dhs

Double room with breakfast, each person 
220 Dhs
          1100 Dhs per person

Le Caspien, per night:

Single room with breakfast

   
310 Dhs
          1550 Dhs

Double room with breakfast, each person     187 Dhs
           935 Dhs per person

4 lunches, 60 Dhs each

    

       240 Dhs
5 coffee breaks, 20 Dhs each


       100 Dhs
TOTAL:

Moroccan House (single room), 1-6 February + lunches + coffee breaks = 1915Dhs Moroccan House (twin room),   1-6 February + lunches + coffee breaks = 1440Dhs 

Le Caspien (single room), 1-6 February+ lunches + coffee breaks 
    = 1890Dhs               Le Caspien (twin room),   1-6 February+ lunches + coffee breaks            = 1275Dhs

2. MAKE BANK TRASFER to the Majestic Tours of Morocco. In the Transfer Order indicate: “all overhead expenses at the charge of the one giving the order” 

City :


Rabat                                                                                                Bank: 


Banque commerciale du Maroc                                                         Agency: 

Agence des Nations Unies                                                                Account holder: 
Majestic Tours of Morocco                                                                Account No: 

007 810 0000 00 1593427002 62



         SWIFT code:

BCM AM AM C                                                                                 The reason of transfer : TTR Conference

BANK TRANSFER IS THE PREFERABLE MODE OF PAYMENT. YOU WILL SAVE YOUR TIME ON ARRIVAL AND WILL GET THE ROOM IMMEDIATELY.

Bring with you a document confirming your transaction.

3. If you have already faxed to the Majestic Tours the Registration Form with your credit card details and want to use the credit card to pay for your participation, it will be charged on your arrival in the hotel. Make the calculation of your total before your credit card is charged. There will be no double charges if you have indicated your credit card details but will make a bank transfer as indicated above.

Inform UNESCO (a.suzyumov@unesco.org) and the Organizing Committee (boumatran@yahoo.fr) regarding your date, time of arrival and other flight details, to and from Morocco.

 

GENERAL INFORMATION

Morocco

Morocco is a constitutional democratic and social monarchy. It is bordered to the north by the Strait of Giblartar and the Mediterranean Sea, south by Mauritania, East by Algeria and West by the Atlantic Ocean.

Morocco is dominated by the Mediterranean climate, the temperate is determined by the influence of the Atlantic Ocean in the northern and southern parts of the country. In central Morocco, the climate is continental with important daily differences. The Atlas region is moist with frequent snowfalls. South, the climate is desert. Generally, annual sunshine levels are more than 8 hours a day at Agadir, Fez, Marrakesh and Ouarzazate with average temperatures above 21º.

Morocco has important historical and national attractions and a rich variegated cultural heritage. Each region lives up to its own standards. The economic activity is based on agricultures, maritime fishing, industry, handicraft, mining and tourism.

Regime and Institutions : Constitutionnal Monarchy. 

Legislative power : Chamber of Deputies and Chamber of Councellors. 

Capital : Rabat

Area : 710 850 km²

Population :29.891.708 inhabitants.

Majoritary Group : 60 % of Moroccan population is Berber.

Language : Arabic (official language), Berber, French, Spanish and English.

Religion: Muslim in majority ; jeudaism and christianity as minorities. 

Monnaie : Dirham (Dhs). 

Hour : Minus one hour in winter and minus two hs in summer as compared to France. 

Principal Cities : 

· Casablanca : economic centre and a very important port.

· Marrakech :  important commercial and touristic centre.
· Fès :  religious and famous cultural centre.
· Tanger : port franco and tourist centre
· Laâyoun: principale city of the Moroccan Sahara 
Marrakech

Marrakech the “red city” named also the “parl of the south” is situated in the Haouz plain some 250 km from Casablanca. Surrounded to the north by the Hills of the Jbilet (little moutains) and to the south by the imposing High Atlas mountain chain, the city appears as averdant oasis on an arid plain.

Marrakech was fonded in the begining of the 11th Century in 1062 by the Berebr leader, Youssef Ben Tachfine who came from the desert with his tribe “Sanhaja”. He made it the capital of huge empire that went from la Castille to Sudan, deeply influenced by andalousian culture and art.

Marrakech was lucky enough to serve as a capital city for numerous Moroccan dynasties, namely Almoravides, Almohades and Saadians whose contributions to the city can still be seen in the medina the old part of the city.

Marrakech comprise two distinct areas the old city or Medina, surronded by a lenghthy wall, and the new city, Gueliz, outside the wall. The two areas are connected by a number of gates. The modern city is surrounded with beautiful gardens like the one designed by Majorelle in the North and Menara gardens in the south. The Medina, old part of the city is one of the most fascinating sites in the country. It is possible to visit the Medina and its historical Walls by car but it will be exciting if you do it on foot. The first place to visit is Jamaa El Fna which is a real theatre attractive enough to lure your eyes.
