40 Day Challenge: Couples Edition

week 4: February 15-21
Welcome to week 4 of our Couples Challenge!  If you’ve been pouring yourself into these assignments, then you’ve been noticing how God is changing or strengthening your hearts toward one another.  Imagine what kind of marriage you could have if you put this kind of intentionality into your marriage all the time!  Wow!  It would be amazing!  That’s the kind of marriage God desires for you to have.
This week we will take some time to look at the topic of finances.  We are using two videos from one of my absolute favorite teaching pastors - Craig Groeschel. Finances are a HOT button for marriages for sure.  If you are engaged or newly married you need to take some considerable time in determining how you are going to handle money so that you don’t end up with massive debt. If you have been married for a while, you may already have accumulated a lot of debt and are struggling to figure out how to get out of it. Some of you are in a great place financially and may just benefit from a brush-up of being reminded of why you are working so hard to stay financially healthy. Wherever you are financially, there is a next step you can take to make your marriage finances stronger.  

Ultimately it all belongs to God.  The Bible tells us that we are stewards of what God has entrusted us with and we want to be the best stewards possible. The only way to do that is to make sure we don’t get caught up with the “have to have it now” mentality that is so prevalent in our society today.  I remember when I first got out of college I wanted to have a car and a house just like my parents.  The problem was, my parents had been steadily working and gradually building up to being able to have those cars and house over a 25 year span. I wanted it immediately!  Some of you can relate to that can’t you?  Maybe you have yourself drowning in credit card debt because you haven’t learned to live within your means which is an extremely important discipline to learn.  

Take the time needed this week to talk through this important topic with your spouse/fiancé. It may require that you get a third person involved if it is an extremely heated topic for the two of you (and that is perfectly ok - we all need help from time to time). Continue to enjoy this challenge with one another and remember what you are fighting for!  
Chris

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Week 4 Assignments:
1)  Keep praying together with intentionality every day this week. I would also encourage you to do the 10 minutes of connect time before you pray so that you better understand what you can be praying about for your spouse/fiancé and communicate at more than just the factual “what we need to communicate to get through the day” level. 

2) Memory verse: Learn Matthew 6:24 and recite it to one another by the end of the week.  This verse reminds us of the strong pull that money can have on determining our motives and goals for life.  As you go through your daily life ask yourself which is driving you.

Matthew 6:24 - “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”
3) YouTube video:  Watch this 7 minute video from Craig Groeschel on tithing. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ow-33N_BBw  Afterwards, discuss these questions: 


*What most stood out to you from Craig’s teaching about the tithe?

*Is it hard for you to trust that you can live off of 90%? Why or why not?


*What next step can you take toward obedient tithing?  If you already tithe, what step can 



you take toward increasing your above and beyond offerings? 

4) Right Now Media Video:  Search for Craig Groeschel and you will find his Chazown series. The green colored session is the financial one. Watch this video together (9 minutes). Afterwards, discuss these questions:

*What is your financial vision for your marriage?  Do your current spending habits line 


up with that vision or is it all talk?  What changes can you make now that will



make a big difference for the future?


*Where would you like to be financially in 5 years?  Do you have a plan to get there?

Is your current plan likely to get you there? If not, what needs to change? 


*Action Step:  What is the NEXT thing that you need to do in order to move toward a 



brighter financial future (make a budget, get debt paid off, invest, give more)?  



Use the wide variety of resources available (other Right Now media videos, 



internet tools, books, other people you know who are good with finances) and 



put the next step in place and start working toward it. Don’t wait any longer!

5) Date Night - carve out some time for just the two of you.  

*suggestion - the movie Risen (about the resurrection of Jesus) comes out this week
6) War Room:  Write out your weekly memory verse.  In addition to adding this verse to your War Room, each of you grab a dollar bill and follow the directions in the following youtube video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vncm6s0Wk9k 
Place your dollar bill crosses next to this week’s memory verse and be reminded whenever you see it that every day we have a choice to make between two masters. 

Enjoy your time together this week and keep fighting for your marriage by working through the issues that matter the most to the heart of God.  

Chris
