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Ways to Increase Income

Disclaimer:

No claim is made as to the legality or profitability of any item listed. The following items were compiled from brainstorming sessions during All My Money train-the-trainer workshops. Including an item in this list does not imply that the item is legal or ethical, or in compliance with other guidelines such as the requirements of homeowners or auto insurance policies. This list is not presented as a recommendation, but as a tool that may help others think of ways that they could legitimately increase their income.

At Your Job

Ask for a raise

Ask for a special assignment

Change jobs

Company cafeteria

Further your education

Get a better job

Get a new job

Get a promotion

Get more training

Go back to school

Work harder

Work more hours

Work over-time

Use Job Benefits

Contribute to a 401(k) plan and get matching money

Request reimbursement for job expenses, mileage

Sign up for medical reimbursement account or dependent care account (You won’t pay taxes on these amounts.)

Sign up for job benefits

Submit medical expenses or child care expenses for reimbursement

Work long enough to be vested in your employer’s retirement plan

Have a Side Job

Bartend

Blog
Be an election judge

Be an extra in a movie

Consult
Do “living art” (pose like a statue)

Do food demos in grocery store

Do home health care

Do housekeeping

Model 

Find a part-time job

Get a 2nd job

Get a paper route

Serve jury duty

Telemarketing 

Work-study grant (for college students)
Write a book

Be a Salesperson

Sell Avon, direct sales

Sell fruit bags at intersections
Sell Mary Kay

Sell Tupperware

Home Based Business

Bake sales

Buy and sell items: buy items in bulk at Sam’s Club, divide & re-sell 

Food vendors

Host a home party for which you receive goods or services

Lemonade stand

Sell candy

Start business

Turn your hobby into a way to make money

Write a cookbook

Sell Things You Own
Consignment shop

Flea market

Garage Sale

Have a yard sale

Hock jewelry

List stuff on Craig’s list.com

Pawn jewelry, tools, guns, etc.
Recycle aluminum cans for money

Rummage sale

Sell books to a used book store

Sell CDs

Sell clothing to 2nd hand shop 

Sell old books

Sell old gold

Sell scrap metal

Sell stuff on E-Bay

Sell the car

Sell used sports equipment

Selling clothing and household items

Provide Services/Use Your Skills and Knowledge
After-school day care

Alternative taxi service (Give rides and collect $)

Babysitting

Birthday card service

Braid hair

Car wash

Caregiver

Child care

Clean houses

Clean, re-seal decks

Clothing alterations

Cook for others

Cut hair

Delivery service

Design a garden

Do desk-top publishing

Do hair/nails

Drive a cab

Elder care

Lawn and garden services: weeding, planting

Give massages

Give presentations to groups who will pay to learn what you know

Grocery shopper

Home delivery

Home service

House-sit

Ironing

Laundry service

Move furniture

Mow lawns

Newspaper columnist

Organize other people’s houses

Paint houses, decks
Party planner

Personal shopper

Pet sit

Plant sitting, watering

Proofread
Put on a play and charge admission

Repair/refurbish something and sell

Sew
Sell calls on your cell phone

Shine shoes

Shovel snow

Sit with sick people

Street entertainer

Take in a boarder

Take in foster kids

Take in laundry and ironing

Take photos to sell

Teach classes at a community college

Teach a language (Spanish, English, etc.)
Translator

Tutor

Use your car for advertising

Walk dogs

Wash windows
Write freelance articles

Sell Body Products

Be a surrogate mother

Keep & sell the gold fillings when teeth are pulled

Sell blood

Sell bone marrow for research 

Sell eggs/sperm

Sell hair

Sell mother’s milk

Sell plasma

Wet nurse

Saving and Investing

Checking account – earn interest

Day trader

High-interest checking account

Hot stock tips

Invest

Investment club

Lend money

Move savings account to money market/CD 

Rental property

Save

Save money in an IDA account and get matching money

Savings- earn interest

Short term investments

Tanda: Each member of a group contributes money each month and take turns receiving the month’s collection

Tax-deferred bonds

US Savings Bonds

Get Money from Other People

Apply for grants (for education, etc.)

Ask for an advance on birthday or other gift

Beg

Find a man

Get married

Have a rent party

Loan money to others for interest

Stay married for 10 years before divorce, so qualify for Social Security on ex’s work history

Sue someone

Sugar “significant other”

Take up a collection

Borrow

Borrow against life insurance policy

Borrow from 401(k)

Borrow from parents/kids

Borrow from relatives

Get a loan

Home equity loan

Increase your credit limit

Refinance your house and get cash out

Have Other Household Members Contribute to the Budget

Kids get job

More people working in the family

Make your kids pay rent

Make or Create Things to Sell

Arts & crafts

Breed and sell animals

Buy & fix items to resell
Catering

Dig and sell bulbs such as daffodils 

Divide and sell perennial plants

Gather morel mushrooms to sell

Go junking for items to sell

Grow food to sell

Hobbies – crafts 
Hunt or fish & sell it

Make stationery, invitations

Make tamales

Rehab houses and sell

Repair & sell cars
Sell art
Start plants from seed or cuttings to sell

Receive Pay for Participation

Be a taster

Be contestant on a Reality show

Focus group

Get paid for doing surveys

Go on talk shows

Medical research

Survey research

Convert Assets to Cash

Borrow against your 401K

Cash in frequent flier points

Cash in insurance policy

Cash in savings bonds

Rent out your parking space

Rent out a room; take in a boarder

Rent out tools, equipment

Rent out your garage

Rent your backyard for someone else to grow, sell vegetables, etc. 

Sell the house

Take money out of your retirement plan or IDA

“Found” Money

Cancel magazines for refund

Complain to company about the product, get coupon or cash

Enter sweepstakes

File for tax refund-amend return 3 years 

Get rewards for reporting crooks, criminals, drunk drivers

Income taxes: claim the Earned Income Tax Credit

Look around the house for lost change – in the sofa, seat of the car

Look for change in drink machines, pay phones, coin washers, etc.

Look for money in parking lots, payphones, vending machines

Look for money on the street, in parking lots, etc. 

Rebates

Recycle for cash

Reduce your tax withholding to increase take-home pay
Return a gift you received (ie Christmas gift) for cash

Return a previous purchase for refund

Return bottles for deposit

Stop contributions to retirement plan to increase take-home pay

Use a credit card or debit card with a cash rebate

Use a metal detector to find money, jewelry
Use credit card with a cash rebate


Use a gift certificates & get change back

Win/play on a game show

Public Aid and Charity

Apply for Section 8 housing

Circuit Breaker

Food Pantry

LIHEAP Energy assistance

Public aid

SNAP – Food stamps

TANF

Collect Money Owed You by Others

Amend tax return (up to 3 years) to get additional refund for deduction, credits missed

Apply for Social Security retirement or disability
Check www.CashDash.net (Illinois) http://www.unclaimed.org/  and http://www.missingmoney.com/ to locate unclaimed property held by Illinois or other states in your name or that of a deceased relative. 

Collect child support

Collect money that others borrowed from you

File a palimony claim

File income taxes to get a refund
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