

Corvette Build Records



Written and used here, with permission by Arthur Armstrong

This article appeared in the National Corvette Restorer Society's "The Corvette Restorer" magazine, Volume twenty-seven, number three, Winter 2001 issue.  It's an excellent article with insight into the existence of, or lack there of, Corvette build records written by a retired GM employee.
Terry McManmon has asked me to write this for The Corvette Restorer with the intention that it may put to rest some, if not all, of the speculation about the Corvette build records.  I worked for GM for 37 years and retired November 1, 1999; 24 years were at Chevrolet Engineering and the rest for GM Legal Staff.  During this time, I became an expert on GM records, especially the Corvette, as it was my primary research vehicle.  I therefore can speak with some authority on the subject.

About four years ago, Jim Perkins, then General Manager of Chevrolet Motor Division, put me and another employee on a Special Assignment to search anywhere and everywhere within GM for the Corvette and Camaro build records that have been so sought after.  We spent two months searching the bowels of GM including dusty old warehouses, assembly plants, GMAC, financial departments, accounting departments and many other departments within GM that we thought might have a remote chance of having such documents.  We also searched outside GM storage facilities such as Leonard Brothers Archives in Detroit and the Boyers storage facility in Pennsylvania that contained GM data.  This was an all encompassing, no holds barred, search that Mr. Perkins authorized.  We used his name and position to gain access to various departments.  The departments then queried their employees and searched their files and reported to us.  Since the request was from the boss, they responded thoroughly and promptly.  We then followed up on any promising leads.

The results of our search will not please the Corvette world (and didn't please us either) as we were NOT able to locate the Mother Lode!!!  We did find a few production records (about 2 1/2 years worth), not build sheets, back to mid-year 1976.  GM already had (has) them back to about 1978.

Although the Corvette was and still is, a low production vehicle, the Engineering Records (of which the build records are just one) were NOT kept separately from other Chevrolet vehicles lines, i.e. Camaro, Corvair, trucks, etc.  Chevrolet produced more vehicles than all the other GM divisions combined, and therefore generated a much higher volume of records which were a storage problem.

After final year production, the build records have very little business value to Chevrolet and therefore were not considered to be high priority for retention.  GM record retention policy required the assembly plants to retain said documents for only about six months.  Some records (including build sheets) were retained longer at the Corvette assembly plants, St. Louis and Flint.  However, when Corvette production ceased at these locations, the records were pitched.  It should be noted that the current Corvette Assembly Plant in Bowling Green, KY, retained the 1981 - present vehicle manifests that are available now through the NCM.  This was against all odds, as there were many movements over the years within GM to destroy them because they had no business value to GM.

Meanwhile, back at the Tech Center in Warren, Michigan, the Chevrolet Engineering Records Retention Policy called for periodic destrcution of non-essential records, of which the build documents were one, and this was carried out on a routine basis.  The other GM divisions, Cadillac, Pontiac, etc., had much smaller production volumens and interpreted the GM Records Retention Policy differently and therefore retained said documents.

GM Legal Staff did not and does not dictate the retention period of documents.  GM has a procedure manual which outlines retention periods for various documents.  GM Legal Staff does require retention of specific documents that are involved in litigation, but that concludes as the litigation ends.

Art Armstrong
artarmstrong@comcast.net
NCRS Member #14981
NCM Founding Member #1268

Owner and restorer (frame-off restoration) of a 1965 L76 Roadster

P.S.  I don't have my Corvette's build records either!!!

General Owner Search Information



We've tried to build this page in order to help point you in the right direction for finding information about your Corvette and its past owner(s). Below is a compilation of links on the web leading to various sites that may be of help to you in your search for that information. In some states in the US, it's possible to work with state and local government officials in acquiring past vehicle and owner history by providing the vehicle's VIN number.

	Additional Resources 
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 HYPERLINK "http://corvetteactioncenter.com/carfax.html" Carfax Center
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 HYPERLINK "http://corvetteactioncenter.com/history/records.html" Corvette Build Records
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ncrs.org/dealercode/dealerzone.html" \t "_blank" Dealer Code & Zone Number Database
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.docusearch.com" \t "_blank" Docusearch.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.eztitlesearch.com" \t "_blank" EZ Title Search
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.gmcanada.com/english/maintenance/parts/parts_vint.html" \t "_blank" GM Canada - Vintage Vehicle Services
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.its-titles.com" \t "_blank" International Title Service
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ncrs.org" \t "_blank" National Corvette Restorer's Society
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 HYPERLINK "http://window-sticker.com/" \t "_blank" Triple A Enterprises
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ussearch.com" \t "_blank" US Search.com
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ustrace.com/mvr.htm" \t "_blank" U.S. Trace 



	




For Corvettes sold in the US:
The General Motors Dealer Invoice service is managed by Allied Vaughn, a tier one supplier of GM. For copies of a GM vehicle invoice, please email the Request for Vehicle Invoice form to vehicleinvoice@gmmediaarchive.com. As of March 1, 2005 the cost for this service is $50.00 per invoice. If paying by credit card, your account will be charged within two business days of fulfillment. Fulfillment is expected to take 2 to 3 weeks. If paying by check or money order, please mail your check or money order and a copy of this form to:

Attention: GM Vehicle Invoice
Allied Vaughn
11923 Brookfield
Livonia, MI. 48150

Check or money order payments may cause a delay in fulfillment, as it must clear before your order is shipped.

Invoices are available for vehicles* in the following model years:

Chevrolets since 1977
Pontiacs since 1987
Buicks since 1982
Cadillacs since 1980
Oldsmobiles since 1977
GMC since 1976

*Fleet and exported vehicles excluded.

Please feel free to contact our local management team with any suggestions or concerns. Email or call:

Chris Barkoozis, General Manager
Allied Vaughn 
(800) 462-5543 ext 105
Chris.Barkoozis@alliedvaughn.com
You can also get a free Restoration Package for your Corvette from GM/Chevrolet. Call the Chevrolet Customer Assistance hotline at (800) 222-1020 or 810-696-4800. You will need to supply the VIN of the car.

The phone call only takes 4-5 minutes of your time and is absolutely free. The Restoration Package usually gets sent out to you within 2-3 business days of your request and includes the following:

· Chevrolet Past Model Parts 

· Chevy Restoration Corvette Manual 

These are unbound photo copies of the manual. The Restoration Manual is a specifications book for the model year that you request. It includes several magazines articles, followed by an order guide for that model year, General Information and a Vehicle Overview. MVMA specifcaitons for your requested model year. The Past Model Parts information is a directory of suppliers that carry GM Restoration parts, shops, suppliers and publications. The package comes from MSX International in Auburn Hills, MI. 



For Corvettes sold in Canada:
Vintage Vehicle Services offers special restoration packages which are very different from those that are offered for free in the US. These packages document your exact car, based on its VIN, listing options, production date, selling dealer, trim and paint codes, etc. on G.M. letterhead. These packages are available for any Canadian sold Corvette, or even U.S. sold cars if they are 8 years old or newer. The price (as of June 2002) is $48.15 Canadian including shipping and taxes. Call them with your Vehicle Identification (Serial) Number toll-free (in Canada) 1-888-467-6853, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. EASTERN Time. (Outside Canada 1-905-440-7636) or contact George Zapora via email. For more detailed information about Vintage Vehicle Services, please visit: http://www.gmcanada.com/english/maintenance/parts/parts_vint.html.



Build Sheets From the National Corvette Museum
The National Corvette Museum sells build sheets for 1981 to 2005 Corvettes. They are $30 per sheet for NCM Members and $40 per sheet for Non-Members. For more information, please visit: National Corvette Museum Build Sheets
