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5.7 Giving Advice 2: Dealing with Problems Overseas

· Document Format

· This is a pair activity with 2 parts (A&B).  Each part is a 2-page document, so you may have to do some adjusting of the spacing and margins to accommodate your PC and/or printer.  

· Since part A & B are both 2-page documents, I recommend that you print each part on one B4 sized handout. 

· Basic Procedures

· The most important thing is to tell students not to look at their partner’s paper.   

· If they show their paper, or look at their partner’s paper, it takes a lot of the fun out of this.    

· Speaking and listening only, no reading off of a partner’s paper.

· Some students who are not experience with this kind of pair/information gap activity might be confused.  It may be a good idea to put the following model on the board.
*******************************************************************

Partner 1’s page

Example: (Ask your partner) What if I need money?


(( get a part-time job

 
( play pachinko


( ask your parents for money

(( borrow it from the yakuza  

NOTE:  In case some teachers don’t know, Yakuza are the Japanese mafia. 

*******************************************************************

Partner 2’s page

Example:  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below)


( get a part-time job

 
( play pachinko


( ask your parents for money

( borrow it from the yakuza  

*******************************************************************

· Give examples of all the scenarios.  

· If partner 2 says, “You ought to get a part-time job,” then partner 1 would say, “Thanks for the great advice!” and would award 2 points. 

· If partner 2 says, “You should ask your parents for money” then partner 1 would say, “Thanks for the advice” and would award 0 points. 

· If partner 2 says, “You ought to play pachinko,” then partner 1 would say, “I don’t think that’s such a good idea,” and would award (-1) point. 

· Finally, if partner 2 says, “You should borrow it from the yakuza,” then partner 1 would say, “Are you trying to get me killed!?!” and would award (-2) points. 

· The criteria for the (/( system

Take in consideration the following

· Our students have limited proficiency, so the scale reflects this rather than what would be the most practical thing to do for a native speaker.

· In our fantasy setting, the pair is VERY RICH, so this should be taken into consideration as to what would be the BEST answer.

· Our fantasy setting is a developing country, where health care may be of dangerous quality and law enforcement officials may be extremely corrupt and looking to shake down a tourist for extra cash.  I’ve had the latter experience while traveling in Mexico and it was not pleasant. 

· Although English has become the “international language,” we can assume that many, if not most people in developing countries will have limited English proficiency.  This would include law enforcement and health care workers. 

Dealing with Problems Overseas:  What should I do if…?

[image: image1.wmf]Imagine that you and your partner are REALLY RICH and are about to travel to a developing country.  Of course you both are a little nervous.  

Listen to each other’s worries and give your partner good advice.   Give your partner a grade for his/her advice:

· ((
2 points
“Thanks for the great advice!”  

· ( 
1 point 
“Thanks for the good advice.”

· ( 
0 points  
“Thanks for the advice.” 

· ( 
-1 point 
“I don’t think that’s such a good idea.”

· (( 
-2 points   
“Are you trying to get me killed?!?” 

· After you finish, give your partner a score.  

1.  (Ask your partner) What should I do first if I lose my passport?


( call the police immediately
(( contact your embassy immediately


( borrow your friend’s 

(( buy a new one on the black market

2.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below)


( rent a car



( use your host family’s car


( drive fast



( get an international driver’s license 

3.  (Ask your partner) What should I do first if I can’t find a place to stay?


( ask a police officer


(( walk around and look for a good hotel


(( visit a tourist information center ( call a travel agency in your home country

4.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( look for it on the Internet

( call the local phone company for the number


( look for it in a phone book

( call KDDI in Japan to get the number

5.  (Ask your partner) What should I do if I miss my flight home?


( wait for the next plane 

( buy a ticket for another plane


( take a bus or taxi


( go to the airline company’s check-in counter

6.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( get lots of change for the payphone 
( use your credit card to make a direct call


( buy a phone card and use it for the call 
( make a collect phone call

7.  (Ask your partner) What should I do if I get very sick while I am traveling?


(( ask the hotel to suggest a doctor


(( go to the hospital


(( look for a doctor in the phone book

(( stay and sleep in the hotel room

8.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( contact the police immediately 

( call the credit card company immediately


( contact your embassy immediately 
( go looking for the person who stole it

9.  (Ask your partner) What if I can’t speak the local language?


( try to speak English to everyone

(( hire an interpreter


( carry a dictionary or phrasebook 

( use gestures to communicate

10.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( don’t eat or drink anything

( only eat at McDonald’s or other famous fast food


( carry food and water with you
( only consume cooked food and bottled drinks

Dealing with Problems Overseas:  What should I do if…?

Imagine that you and your partner are REALLY RICH and are about to travel to a developing country.  Of course you both are a little nervous.  

Listen to each other’s worries and give your partner good advice.   Give your partner a grade for his/her advice:

· ((
2 points
“Thanks for the great advice!”  

· ( 
1 point 
“Thanks for the good advice.”

· ( 
0 points  
“Thanks for the advice.” 

· ( 
-1 point 
“I don’t think that’s such a good idea.”

· (( 
-2 points   
“Are you trying to get me killed?!?” 

· After you finish, give your partner a score.  

1.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( call the police immediately
( contact your embassy immediately


( borrow your friend’s 

( buy a new one on the black market

2.  (Ask your partner) What should I do first if want to drive overseas?


( rent a car



( use your host family’s car


(( drive fast



(( get an international driver’s license 

3.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( ask a police officer


( walk around and look for a good hotel


( visit a tourist information center 
( call a travel agency in your home country

4.  (Ask your partner) What should I do first if I lose my local friend’s phone number and address?


( look for it on the Internet

(( call the local phone company to get the number


( look for it in a phone book

( call KDDI in Japan to get the number

5.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( wait for the next plane 

( buy a ticket for another plane


( take a bus or taxi


( go to the airline company’s check-in counter

6. (Ask your partner) What should I do if I don’t have any money with me and I need to phone my family?


( get lots of change for the payphone 
( use your credit card to make a direct call


( buy a phone card and use it for the call 
(( make a collect phone call

7.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( ask the hotel to suggest a doctor

( go to the hospital


( look for a doctor in the phone book
( stay and sleep in the hotel room

8.   (Ask your partner) What if someone steals my credit card?


( contact the police immediately 

(( call the credit card company immediately


( contact your embassy immediately 
(( go looking for the person who stole it

9.  (Listen to your partner’s concern & choose the best advice from below).


( try to speak English to everyone

( hire an interpreter


( carry a dictionary or phrasebook 

( use gestures to communicate

10.  (Ask your partner) What if the local water and food can make me sick?


(( don’t eat or drink anything
( only eat at McDonald’s or other famous fast food


( carry food and water with you
(( only consume cooked food and bottled drinks
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