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Course Aims and Expectations (from 2009 IB Philosophy Guide) 

The aims of the SL Philosophy course are to enable students to:

*develop an intellectually independent and creative way of thinking

*relate their philosophical understanding to other disciplines and to personal, social and civic life

*formulate arguments in a sound and purposeful way

*examine critically their own experience and their ideological and cultural perspectives

*appreciate the diversity of philosophical thinking

*appreciate the impact of cultural diversity upon philosophical thinking

Students will be expected to:

*express ideas and develop arguments clearly and coherently

*demonstrate knowledge and understanding of philosophical concepts and arguments

*demonstrate familiarity with, along with knowledge and understanding of, the language, concepts and  

   arguments of philosophical texts

*identify and analyze relevant material and supporting examples

*critically evaluate philosophical ideas and arguments

*formulate and demonstrate an understanding of doing philosophy as an activity

Texts
Gaarder, Sophie’s World (summer assignment text)
Wolff,  About Philosophy
Cornman, Lehrer, Pappas, Philosophical Problems and Arguments

Plato,  The Republic (IB Prescribed Text)

Lao Tsu, Tao Te Ching
Lavine, From Socrates to Sartre 
Themes

What Is Philosophy? 

•  What Philosophers Do and How They Do It

•  The Scope and Limitations of the Western Philosophical Tradition

Core Theme:  What Is a Human Being? 

•  Mind and Body

•  The Human Condition

Two Optional Themes:  TBD by students and teacher
Assessment (Credit: Dr. Spanos)
Students will receive local (W-L) grades based on assignments and tests devised by the instructor.  They will also receive an international (IB) final grade based upon the external requirements of the IB Philosophy SL program.

The local (W-L) quarterly grade will be based upon an accumulation of points on examinations, quizzes, homework exercises, classroom exercises, presentations, and participation.  

The grading breakdown: 

Tests/Papers/Projects/Presentations: 50%

HW : 10%  

In-Class exercises and Quizzes: 15%

Participation/blogging (including in-class discussions and formal and informal debates): 25%  

Grade Scale: “Student grades reflect student achievement and not student behavior” (W-L Guide, pg. 31)
(90-100% = A)   (80-87% = B+)   (80-86% = B)  (77-79% = C+)  (70-76% = C) (67-69% = D+) 

(60-66% = D)   (Below 60% = E)

Quarterly Grades: Will be rounded up from .5

Academic Integrity:  The W-L Honor Pledge will be in effect on every assignment.  (See Student Handbook (SH) pg. 8).  
Participation:  

Given the importance of discussion in a course of this nature, daily participation is very important for student success.  Students need to attend class regularly and on time, and pay attention to the instructor and the contributions of their fellow students.  The use of cell phones, iPods, and other electronic devices, will be taken as a sign of non-participation, as will the practice of using class time to work on the requirements of other classes. Failure to participate will be reflected in the comments section of the report card.  Alternatives to verbal daily participation will be provided and discussed.  
The international (IB) final grade consists of three parts: 40% on the Theme; 30% on the Text; and 30% on the Internal Assessment Coursework.  The Theme and the Text are graded externally while the Guided Coursework is graded internally and externally moderated.

External Assessment (70%)


Paper 1 (1.75 hours)

40%

Section A 

Two essay questions based on the Core Theme (students answer one question)

Section B 

Two essay questions based on the Optional Theme (students answer one question)


Paper 2
(1.0 hour)

30%

One essay question based on the Prescribed Texts (students answer one question)


​Internal Assessment (Coursework) (30%)

Students are required to write a 1600-2000 word philosophical analysis of non-philosophical material. This essay is internally assessed by the instructor and externally moderated by the IBO




Attendance Policy 
The Washington-Lee High School attendance policy will be in effect (p. 13 SH)

Make-up Policy The Washington-Lee High School make-up policy will be in effect  (p. 14 SH)

Refer to the student handbook or school web page for the details of these policies.  It is your responsibility to know and act upon these policies.  
