12 Sep 2011

Colleagues, Colleagues, Colleagues, Colleagues, Colleagues, St Pats, RWC Stuff, Only 1 Aussie Journo was at Italy Game:
 

What a Year and Achievement!
Amazing achievement by Colleagues winning first through fifth grade in first division, adding these Cups to the Bruce Graham Shield for the Div 1 club championship. 

St Pats won the colts grand final and that’s it for the 2011 playing year.

Best wishes to all for their end of season ceremonies, presentations, trips, meetings etc. At least this year that hollow feeling when games stop is eased by the action in the RWC! 

 

Traditions and Stories
It is awesome that our union does all it can to carry the traditions of all the cups and get relatives of the namesakes or other appropriate people to present them. There are stories behind how and why each is named and I am always enjoy and am usually humbled by meetings with these people.

The silverware and shields hold many stories, too. The Bruce Graham Shield was donated by the Chatswood Rugby Club in 1927. The piece of furniture is a magnificent shield adorned with plenty of shiny little silver shields. Last year an unknown “original” shield turned up. It was found by someone and sent (literally posted) to Chatswood Rugby Club (coz they are mentioned on the shield) who in turn passed it along to the Union. There are now two pieces of furniture – both beautiful as only treasured historic trophies can be.   

 
The Breadth
There’s nearly 60 clubs who have participated in this year’s rugby run by NSWSRU. Over time, there are a lot of people who have been to a home game for many of these clubs. In fact, I reckon I have been to over 40 including a few clubs now defunct. I doubt there’s anyone who has been to a home game for every club because if there’s any one person it would be Uncle Dan Moore, immediate past president of our union. He fell short in his goal by one!!!! club, Notre Dame.

 

Careful What You Read in the Paper
Australian AAP journos are accredited to be at RWC games but no other Aussie journo. If you read comments about games under bylines not AAP (look for AAP DJW), just keep in mind that they were watching it on TV like you and me – they in their hotel rooms. The reason is a dispute with money hungry IRB about content archived on websites and video content.

 

Subbies Presentation Night
This year’s presentation Night is at the Marriott (College St, City) on Friday 7th October at 7 pm. The best players in each division are announced and awarded – see nominations below. It is a great night with a brief awards bit followed by a “cocktail party”. Be there! 

 

	Kentwell Medal
	 
	Jeffrey Medal
	 

	Leo Afeaki
	Drummoyne
	Rohan Aalders
	Sydney Harlequins

	Charles Biddulph
	Mosman
	Andrew Barnden
	Chatswood

	Alex Cobb
	Knox
	Luke Notley
	Sydney Harlequins

	Michael Daff
	Beecroft
	Temata Teiotu
	Canterbury

	Barraclough Medal
	 
	Meldrum Medal
	 

	Chris Ching
	Forest
	Hugh Clouston
	Clovelly

	David Collins
	UNSW
	Sam Fielea
	Dundas Valley

	James Lindfield
	Hunters Hill
	Steven McCall
	Terrey Hills

	Chad Maher
	Blacktown
	Michael Wilson
	Roseville

	Clark Medal
	 
	Colts Medal
	 

	George Ftynogiannis
	Blue Mountains
	Nick Gillespie
	Old Ignatians

	David Tuckshop Lenehan
	Petersham
	Ryan James
	Hawkesbury Valley

	Sam Palmer
	UWSH
	Tom Jurkschat
	St Ives

	David Twomey
	Blue Mountains
	Dan Murray
	Mosman

	McLean Medal
	 
	 
	 

	Vinnie Byrne
	Brothers
	 
	 

	Paul Connolly
	St George
	 
	 

	Darren Firmin
	Brothers
	 
	 

	Luke Schofield
	Merrylands
	 
	 


 
 

Pretty Cool Rugby Infographic
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-yeSN53py7PI/TmXJ4UMiD1I/AAAAAAAAAgs/54kHw_zo9AY/s1600/IRB+Player+Numbers.jpg
 
Rugby World Tweets
Some players are banned from tweeting but not the Wallabies – they are still carrying on with the inane crap we have seen all year. As Quadie tweeted:

Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 8/09/11 12:55 AM
We aint banned from Anything!#freedom ;) RT @davidvh92: @QuadeCooper ARNT U AUSSIES BANNED 4RM USING TWITTER

 

Speaking of Quadie, don’t think Blackberry who have invested a shedload as sponsors would have liked this one from him:

Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 7/09/11 9:07 PM
Back on my iPhone! Was slowly getting the hang on the blackberry... It's a great phone but I'm a creature of Habbit I like my iPhone twitter

 

Julia got RWC involved. Don’t know what she would do with a NZ jersey of a sport she knows little about. Don’t think it could go in her office or home, so if you’re having a fund raiser I’d ask her to donate it to you. 

Julia Gillard (@JuliaGillard) 7/09/11 6:10 PM
Photo: The PM & @JohnKeyPM swapped jerseys in NZ today ahead of Friday's @RugbyWorldCup kick-off. TeamJG #GoWallabies http://t.co/l421duz
 

Seems there was an oversupply of haka action
Andrew Logan (@logesonrugby) 7/09/11 4:33 PM
OK - flash mobs, schools, airport greeters, randoms - I'm over the frkn haka and the first game is still two days away! #toneitdownehbros
 

The professional sports person’s time killer is video games. See below what the first thing Quadie was thinking about when they landed in NZ

Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 6/09/11 11:54 AM
waiting for our bags to arrive with our ps3 :) can't wait to play some FIFA11...

 

Did you think vid games are childish???
David Pocock (@pocockdavid) 8/09/11 1:37 PM
Labels at a signing session was never going to end well... (@adamcoopy) http://t.co/znYrFo2
 

Interesting meeting of minds
James O'Connor (@JamesOConnor832) 8/09/11 5:53 PM
Great meeting Prime Minister Julia Gillard, genuinely a lovely person n very down to earth! http://t.co/Liuo1eD
 

Funny!
Paul Cully (@whiskeycully) 9/09/11 3:52 AM
IRB sources say opening ceremony will feature 10-metre pinata of @QuadeCooper being whacked by 500 schoolchildren with McCaw masks. #RWC
 
Also funny
Dan Ginnane (@DanGinnane) 11/09/11 2:26 PM
In the swisse ad brand o'connor's goalkicking works like clockwork. Shame his clock doesn't work like clockwork

 

Quadie was drug tested – even the anti drug guys are taking the piss out of him. 

Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 11/09/11 5:18 PM
Finally finished my drug test..note to self hold on and don't piss b4 the game! Iv drunk so much water ima be up all night #overhydrated
 

TwitBits 
Steve L (@BJ_Rugby) 11/09/11 11:23 AM
Even people at the book store hate Rocky's book.... http://t.co/7Za2MOy
 
Yumi Stynes (@yumichild) 9/09/11 7:59 PM
My 7 year old kid Dee Dee got into trouble at school today for writing and performing a song called 'Justin Bieber is a Fucking Idiot'.

 

Adam Freier (@Adam_Freier) 8/09/11 1:11 PM
As @mat_rogers6 always used to say, never trust a man that wears a rugby league jersey during the day. #ducksauce #RugbyLeagueMoreBetter
 
As Uncle Said
You can pick your friends and you can pick your nose, but you can’t flick your friends out the car window.  
 
Shout Out
Procrastinators of the world UNITE! Tomorrow.

 

Dad Humour
10 times out of 9 you’ll find me exaggerating about something.
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Presso 7/10, RWC Venues, Tag Rugby Trust, 9 Grand Finals Decided Last Week - 6 To Go, Twiggy’s Amazing Achievement
 

Subbies Presentation Night
This year’s presentation Night is at the Marriott (College St, City) on Friday 7th October at 7 pm. The best players in each division are announced and awarded. Apart from these 7 most prestigious medals, achievement is acknowledged for teams and clubs across the whole union. The presentation part moves pretty quick and the highlight is what’s called a “cocktail party” afterwards. Be there!  

 
RWC 11
It is a challenge to know what pubs will be suitable to watch RWC. Check this out http://www.rugbyworldpubs.com.au/ for two of the best. I can personally endorse and recommend the Aussie Youth Hotel at Glebe who are a huge support to Petersham Rugby Club. The new big screen in the beer garden will make that area a cracker for rugby watching. You don’t have to take my word for it, though. Last week the (sydney) magazine named the AYH the best place to watch RWC ahead of the Royal at Paddo, the Dolphin, the Great Northern and Randwick Rugby Club. Secret: don’t know why it is secret but I happen to know that if you buy a tshirt and key ring at AYH (or Welcome) for $30 you get your first beer on game days free!   

 

World Cup Web
Pretty cool source of key info from Rugby Heaven: http://www.smh.com.au/rugby-union/rugby-world-cup/tournament-hub
 
Petersham
You can read below how they lost two GFs on Saturday and won two to add to their colts premiership, so a good year for the Shammies with a club champ and 3 premierships. There was a good crowd to support their 4 teams on Saturday with many players from various eras coming from near and far including interstate. Two 300 games guys flew from OS. Andrew Macca McKinney flew from UAE and Lucas Cactus Cordingly from London. Lucas had something like 50 hours travel time for 38 hours in Australia which included 38 minutes of Grand Final play and a lot more than 38 beers. From Jarosz: "Is there a better day than a rugby grand final day? Anzac Day, Australia Day, RWC Final with the Wallabies , perhaps, but grand final day is always special, especially when you have all 4 grades competing for that elusive trophy in a wooden box. 

Petersham fans travelled from near and far - the UK, UAE, BrisVegas and even The Shire, to watch the maroon and blue run around but probably more importantly, to catch up with mates from yesteryear. Stories were told of previous grand final glories, most of them slightly exaggerated, and the greatest honour of all, wearing your winning Grand Final jersey.

Can I remember the actual games that were played on Saturday? Kind-of! We won two and lost 2. For those that weren’t playing there were a lot of other things to remember. And here’s a few of those things:

Pre-game breakfast beers – hey, it’s only once a year. A mark-up of 50% on last year’s entry price. The best grand final burger that has ever been produced.  A “can” bar directly behind the Petersham supporters (if only they had installed a port-a-loo). Quality banter, normally aimed at our own players. The fantastic nicknames -  Soapie, Granny, Itchy, Scratchy, Rusty, Texas, Blackbird and Fatcat to name a few. More tin lids than a fun park (the Shammies are going to have a world-beating ladies rugby team in about 20 years). A water-man in a lycra suit. And finally, the sound of your club song being sung after a victory.

I can’t wait for next year........................"

 

Tag Rugby Trust
You will start hearing a bit more about this charitable group who use tag rugby to better the lives of kids in poor countries. As I understand it, volunteers pay to join the adventure and work closely with children in a coaching capacity. Volunteers all say that their tour is a life changing experience. The charity was formed in the UK in 2002 and is setting up here. I know a Sydney guy who went on a tour to Uganda (former Rat turned myrtle greeny Muggsy) and he speaks very highly of the experience and the set up etc. More here: http://tagrugbytrust.co.uk/
 

 

John Eales Medal
It’s really noticeable that some Wallaby players love the gold carpet and a night out in the spotlight and others really hate it. Just like in any profession or group of humans, I guess, but someone needs to have a word in the ear of a couple of guys to at least put a smile on and stop looking like they are being tortured. It was a buzz for me to see Mark Loane recognised. I was aghast at his size and power when I watched him warm up before a NSW-Qld game at Concord in the early 70s and off the field he continues to be even more remarkable. 

Andrew Slack who was skipper of the ’87 Wallabies said of his world cup: “we were knocked out in the semis by a whisker and we’re nearly over it and only think about it every second day now.”

Nick Farr-Jones on the recent reunion of the ’91 squad “10 guys have four kids, Willie O has 6. Don’t know what that says about rugby wives.”

 

On the Field
Just 1st Div GFs to go and the schedule for the final 6 games in our union for 2011 is here:  http://www.rugby.net.au/newsitem.asp?id=14782

9 GRAND FINALS PLAYED LAST SATURDAY
Div 2
Barraclough Premiers: Hunters Hill
UNSW came from 4th to meet Hunters Hill in the GF and had a red hot go, but Hunters were the better team on the day, as they have been all year. The won the GF 22-13 in their farewell to Barraclough game and will be looking to make the next big step in the top division next year.

Lalchere: “Hunters Hill made sure they put the icing on the cake of a great season, and set things up for a very positive return to Kentwell Cup, when they won the Barraclough Cup grand final at Forshaw Rugby Park, with a solid and impressive  22-13 win over a gallant Uni Of NSW. The Hillies big men got on a roll early and made it very difficult for the Uni boys to make too much headway. Uni kept to their task and every time Hunters looked on the verge of running away with things they managed to reign them in. The ability of the black and whites to weather the storm and keep up the pressure even at times when their play became a bit scrappy made them look like to team to beat. Uni were a very worthy opponent and their gutsy forward pack led by Neddy Tipone and skipper David Collins were great and of course winger Angus Mcdonald caused constant headaches for the Hunters defence. However, it was Hillies’ day and they had plenty of class players who played outstanding Rugby - few better than Barraclough Medal finalist James Lindfield, who along with the skipper Julian Arndt, was in awesome form.”

Stockdale Premiers: UNSW
UNSW and Forest have been fiery protagonists this year and Forest were confident coming in the one that matters. Perhaps they had good reason having beaten UNSW two weeks in a row including a comprehensive annihilation in the major semi. It’s often said, but grand final football is something different and this ding dong was a belter with UNSW coming out on top 20-14. 

Blunt Premiers: St Ives
St Ives beat Hunters Hill 13-10 in the grand final and this was their first win over them this year. It was nothing to look at and had drama aplenty with a move to the other oval after a neck injury. 300 game veteran Jason Smith handled the overhead wire impediments and made great use of the 20% of possession the saints got. He kicked the late goal to steal the game and the Saints/Hunters rivalry has to be parked until they again play in the same division. 

Richardson Premiers: Newport
Forest did bloody well to make this GF from 4th but were just not good enough on the day to overcome a very talented Newport outfit. There is a lot of class in this Newport fourth grade team and they won this game 19-5. The track winding back to an old forgotten shack was a long one from Forshaw!

Robertson Premiers: St Ives
The back story for this grand final would make a good book. Hunters Hill have been the dominant colts team in second division around many teams with great talent. Hunters seemed unbeatable with quality all over the paddock and a great team harmony – which included raising money for charity. St Ives coaching legend Steve Martz had other ideas and bit by bit they built a machine at Hassell Park that just might be able to have a crack.

In their first encounter this year, Hunters won 34-19 and in the second the gap reduced 45-41. Then in the major semi, the wheels fell off Hunters black and white chariot and they lost that game, rather than St Ives winning it, 12-22. 

Cue the music for the grand final … and would Hunters return to their season’s form to take the title they seemed to deserve? The answer was yes, they found the form, but somehow St Ives’ steely defence held on. The courage and commitment of the smaller Saints lads was something to behold and raid after raid was held out. Somehow the Saints stayed in the game with long range tries and by feeding off the few mistakes they could pressure Hunters Hill into. The clock’s ticking down, Hunters are up 29-24 and yep, you guessed it, the Saints are in to force the game into extra time. Unless … they can kick the goal from the sideline. 

Over it goes and Saints bag their first of two premiership wins for the day over long time rivals Hunters Hill!

 

Div 3
Clark Premiers: Blue Mountains
There was not much between Petersham and Blue Mountains all year, with Blueys winning narrowly twice during the home and away rounds and Petersham convincingly in the major semi. The GF was a ferocious game with focus on defence and neither team was able to get into an attacking groove. It was not pretty to watch but the intensity was amazing. Blueys dominated possession and Petersham let themselves down by giving away a veritable poultice of penalties, so Blueys would have been disappointed with the 13-13 full time scoreline. There was some bashed bodies going into the 20 minutes of extra time but the commitment and courage in defence didn’t drop off at all. Blueys kicked two goals in the extra time to win 19-13 but it could have gone either way. Petersham had their chances and were held up over the line twice, but Blueys prevailed to take the Clark Cup up the hill.

Lalchere: “Blue Mountains won the 2011 Clark Cup in an emotion charged grand final at Wills Field 19-13 in extra time. This is their first title in the top grade for over three decades after a string of seasons where they looked the goods during the comp but couldn’t go on with it. The Shammies ran out as warm favourites after the drubbing they handed out to Mountains in the semi and started well with inside centre Ian Luteru scoring early. Tuckshop’s conversion put them out by seven but Dave Twomey got three back with a penalty then when Blues inspirational skipper George Ftynogiannis suffered a knee injury ten minutes in and went off, things looked even rosier for Petersham who kicked a goal early in the second spell to stretch the lead to 10-3. The Blueys prop Dylan Underhill crashed over in a handy position and Twomey’s conversion locked it up at 10-10. A penalty goal apiece was all they could manage in a see sawing battle right up to fulltime. In the first 10 minutes of extra time Twomey guided two more over the black dot to make it 19-13,and things looked right on target but the Shammies can never be under estimated and the last ten minutes really belonged to them. They hammered the Mountains defence on their line, but just couldn’t crack it. The Blues hung on for dear life to claim the title. It was a great game of footy and both teams could stand proud after 100 action filled minutes of passionate and committed Rugby. An already great atmosphere was enhanced by two sets of supporters singing their lungs out. Petersham were great right across the paddock, with Greg Price one of their best and on the other side the Mountains camp was full of heroes as well. Those who really stood up on the day included Alex Pinson, Eli Conroy and Grant Opie.”

Farrant Premiers: Petersham
Petersham beat Hawkesbury Valley 22-20 in remarkable circumstances over the last 5 minutes of play which was played over 30 minutes of elapsed time. Petersham had the run of play and when leading 19-12 it looked like it was in the bag. Valley would not lie down though and kept coming back especially through their big forwards close in. A goal took them to 15-19 and with 5 to play they packed a scrum on halfway. Valley put a grubber through and veteran Shammy fullback Greg Matsin who had come on for Top Paddock Daryl ran at the bouncing ball from 20 metres – all courage and focus just on the pill. A Valley player was also at full tilt and the resulting collision was sickening and left the old man prone and motionless. While Shammies players paused Valley played on and scored in the corner, they were unable to convert and now led 20-19 with three minutes on the clock.

But Madsy wasn’t moving and play had to be halted while an ambulance arrived and drove off the 320 game hero. Petersham regrouped during the 25 minute hiatus and had the plan to win; kick deep, hope Valley would kick out, win the lineout and truck it up the middle through the forwards again and again til a try or penalty resulted. It all went to plan and Matt Pirate Duffy kicked the ugliest penalty goal from 40 out for the win.

Footnote: Madsy checked himself out of hospital in time to have a beer while watching the second half of first grade. He is still sore and with some double vision but is right to go.   

Campbell Premiers: Petersham
6-5 is the scoreline that will haunt Hills for quite a while. Petersham closed out their undefeated season but must think themselves lucky to have taken the chocolates in the GF. The Hills team were big, strong, slick and had Petersham on the rack for much of the game but just couldn’t get the scoreboard ticking. Fitness was probably the saving grace for Petersham and they started to gain some superiority late in the game and field position enabled the penalty goal to win it. 

Nicholson Premiers: Blue Mountains
Losing 10-23, this was a GF heartbreaker for Petersham who while trailing 10-16 with some time on the clock, felt confident of scoring to win. Players held up over the line, players who could have scored passing, options of quick taps rather than points, This is the list of coach killers Petersham inflicted on Basil and then after a quick tap a few metres out, a loose pass saw Blueys run the length to dot down and warp the scoreline. Full marks to Blueys who beat Petersham in their last 3 encounters and only lost 2 games all year.

 
1st Div 
Remarkably, first division club champions, Colleagues are in 5 of the 6 grand finals on Saturday – missing out on just colts (where they came second last). They play Drummoyne in 1s and 2s, Campbelltown in 3s and 4s and Knox in 5s. The colts GF is between Mosman and St Pats

Kentwell – Drummoyne v Colleagues 
There’s no question these are the two teams who deserve to face off for the Kentwell Cup. Hodgie’s pick: Drummoyne

Burke – Drummoyne v Colleagues 
There’s hardly a cigarette paper (remember the old days??) between these two. Hodgie’s pick: Colleagues in extra time.

Whiddon – Colleagues v Campbelltown
This will be the game of the day! I’m picking Campbelltown although Colleagues will be fired up for the fourpeat

Judd – Campbelltown v Colleagues 
Campbelltown to prevent the back to back.

Sutherland – Knox v Colleagues 
Knox to win their first Sutherland.

Barbour – Mosman v St Pats 
St Pats by plenty

 

Mighty Rugby Man and Achievement
As mentioned above Steve Martz (along with Tim Calvert) coached St Ives to a remarkable premiership in colts. Steve is in the middle of 5 brothers who played all their junior rugby at the Saints and Twiggy also played all his senior footy in blue and gold. He has contributed in many ways and is an inspirational coach. He coached his first premiership in 1984 (!) and Saturday’s was his fifth – completing the set with a coaching premiership in each of 1s, 2s, 3s, 4s and colts!!! 

 

And Didn’t Bring Flowers
Here’s hoping Petersham’s captain Tuckshop is allowed out in a month to attend the Subbies presentation where he is nominated for the Clark Medal. After the weekend’s GF gatherings he got home at 9 am Monday.

 
TwitBits 
UNSW Rugby (@unswrugby) 3/09/11 11:54 AM
Nervous as all hell and want to throw up. And I'm only the photographer!

 
Overheard 
My doctor says I need to work out with dumb bells, but none of the league teams will let me join in.

 

Shout Out
Big shout out to all the amnesiacs out there - you know who you are … or maybe you don’t

 

Dad Humour
My best mate is a dwarf and we do everything together … except see saw.
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Only 15 Games This Week (all finals!) and 9 GFs to Decide, Next Week Last 6 Games, Presso Night, TwitBits, A Few (un?)Funnies 

 

Subbies Presentation Night
The medals for the top cups (B&F on refs points) will be announced and presented on 7th October at the Marriott Hotel in the city at the annual NSW Suburban Rugby Union Presentation Night.

Also the various premiers, rugby servants and contributors will be recognised. There is a bit of tucker, a few grogs and a massive amount of camaraderie and good spirit. All the best of the best of our union are there – be part of it.

  

10,000 Beers
10,000 Beers is an exciting and confronting new Australian play exploring masculinity, sport and mateship. It delves into a world rarely seen on our contemporary stages, but raises issues ever-present in Australian society and the media. Audiences are thrown into the scrum by Alex Broun, playwright and rugby journalist, who’s poured his experience into a comic but sometimes dark glimpse of this world. Check it out: http://www.darlinghursttheatre.com/
 
On the Field
Just finals rugger this week with 15 matches. The details here: http://www.rugby.net.au/newsitem.asp?id=14782

GRAND FINALS THIS WEEK
In 2nd Div 
Hunters Hill are in 1s, 3s and Colts. UNSW are in 1s and 2s, Forest in 2s and 4s and St Ives in 3s and colts. Of course, Newport are favourites in 4th grade.

In 3rd Div 
Petersham are hoping for a happy climax with all four teams in the GF this week. They face Blue Mtns in 1s and 4s, Hawkesbury Valley in 2s and Hills in 3s.

 
GRAND FINALS NEXT WEEK
In 1st Div

Grand finalists decided; Drummoyne in 1s and 2s, then Mosman, Colleagues, Campbelltown and Knox.


1st Division

Colleagues have lost to Drummoyne 3 weeks ago 19-22 and then last Saturday in the Kentwell major semi 17-18. Close only counts in bowls, hand grenades and dancing but Colleagues will be thinking they deserve another crack, so look out Mosman!

Mosman put together a great brand of football and some really dominant play to soundly beat Cambelltown 50-30 in the minor semi and there’s the end of Campbelltown for ’11.

I’m backing Colleagues to beat Mosman – and that might make me lay off the beers at TG to see a cracker Kentwell GF! (or maybe not)

 

In Burke Cup, Drummoyne also beat Colleagues in a close one in the major semi.

In the minor, another close game saw Knox bow out and St Pats progress in a replay of the Burke GF last year which Pats also won. Pats may just go all the way from here.

 

In Whiddon Cup, Colleagues progressed to the week off and left Campbelltown to play Mosman for the right to join them in the GF. Look out for minor premiers Campbelltown coming back with some venom!

 

The St Pats Juddies are on a roll! They came fourth but rolled Mosman 24-15 in the minor semi to progress the prelim – this is a big score in Juddies, especially in semi final footy!!! This week they play Colleagues who they beast last outing and the winner takes on Campbelltown in the biggie.

 

In 5th grade Knox are through to the GF at TG and this week, Colleagues play Campbelltown for the right to meet them.

 

In Colts, Drummoyne have done well to first make the four, then win their minor semi. They face an Everest type mountain this week in St Pats who lost their first 2011 game last week. The young and dirty Reds will be strong in the knowledge that a Kiwi was the popular conqueror of that massive mount although St Pats will be confident of winning and then aiming for revenge on Mosman in the big one.

 

2nd Div 
In Barraclough, UNSW have come from 4th to make the GF but will feel confident being on a roll and having shown the ability to score against the minor premiers, At 47 points in their two home and away fixtures, Uni are second to only Briars (54) in that department. Uni outscored Briars 24-17 in the prelim final at Cliff Oval last Saturday but it was a sad end to a good year for the Briars guys who would have loved another crack at Hunters Hill. In truth, it will take a freak performance to beat the dominant Hunters Hill team, and perhaps UNSW have the best chance of any.

Lalchere: “Most would have predicted that Hunters Hill would be facing Briars in the grand final but Uni Of NSW have come home with a wet sail and take on the minor premiers in the match that matters. Hunters are a consistent and well drilled outfit and have only lost one game this season. Coaches Peter Allen and Alex Larkin will have the favourites fired up for a big one and with Julian Arndt, James Lindfield and Bruce Purcell to call on, all looks set for a huge night at the HHH.

“On the other side of the coin Uni are quietly confident of causing the upset and have the ammunition to do so. Their passion and defence at crucial stages of their last two sudden death encounters has earned them two great wins. As usual in these big games the forwards' effort will be of major importance. If the Uni pack with inspirational leader David Collins on fire can give half James Cain room to weave his magic, brilliant match winners like Angus MacDonald will give the underdogs a great chance to make it a night to remember at the Doncaster.

“Uni made their way to the big one via a gutsy win over Briars 24-17 but had to pull out all stops. Led by talented number 8 Daniel Halse, Briars threw everything at them in a suspense filled last ten minutes but just couldn’t get the result. Uni were well served by the three at the back of the scrum in Lachlan Webb, David Collins and Tom Nielsen.”


In Stockdale, UNSW made short work of Hunters 32-5 to set up the appropriate GF match-up with Forest. After the regular season there was just 1 comp point between these teams and while Forest won the major semi easily, this will be a final game worth seeing.


In Blunt Cup, St Ives persevered to meet Hunters Hill in the GF. These teams drew 5 all two weeks ago and another dour spectacle is on the cards as older guys from both teams aim to slow the play down.

 

In Richardson, Forest has come from fourth to challenge minor premiers Newport in the GF. The teams are neighbours who are each closer to Woy Woy than Forshaw so the travel for a 10.30 start is a big task and the team who handles the early traffic best might have the advantage.

 

The Colts GF is set for the game of the day in any rugby anywhere in Sydney, or the world! It will be exciting, it will be high scoring and it will be a match of strategy and will. I’m backing the Saints!

 

3rd Div 
Clark Cup Wrap from Jeff Lalchere: The Clark Cup GF sees the two best teams all winter battle again. The Shammies, on the back of what we saw in the major semi deserve to be warm favourites to bring home the bacon as they were absolutely awesome. It is what happens Saturday that matters, but Petersham have the form on the board and quality players who are in rare touch. The halves’ pairing of Dave TuckShop Lenehan and Harrison Flat White Lillis along with Evan Crealy, Tom Richards and Greg Price up front are same to watch. Blue Mountains had to lift after the mauling they took in the major semi but will have to go up another level on Saturday. Forwards win the matches that matter and players like skipper George Ftynogiannis and in form second rower Eli Conroy are going to have to be at their passionate best to inspire the Mountains eight to secure enough possession to feed their match winning backline.

“Blue Mountains made their way into the premiership decider on the back of a very solid performance against UWS. Although the 33-22 scoreline saw three tries apiece, the match was won in the first half hour of play as Blue Mountains dominated everything. Their forwards in particular put UWS under constant pressure and with Justin Sayer and Dave Twomey calling the shots out wide it was a well deserved victory. The Ag lads didn’t give up and after the initial Mountains rampage, settled and made a real go of it … but the horse had bolted.”


In Farrant Cup Petersham look way too good for Hawkesbury who were the only team who beat them this year. The question is not how but by how much Petersham will win this one.


In the Campbell Cup Petersham are undefeated and racked up bonus points in 12 of their 18 home and away games. The only game they haven’t won was the major semi when they prevailed to progress 12-12. Hills have won their last 7 on the trot including a pair of big wins over Blue Mountains who Petersham couldn’t beat last outing. Hold on to your hats, this one could be a belter!


The Petersham fourth grade Nicholson Cup minor premier mob is the only Shammie team who have come via the preliminary final. They won a very physical battle last week and may not have the batteries to face up to the GF task this Saturday. That would be if it were against any other team, but ask Shammie president and 5/8 Dunny about the wood he holds over Blue Mountains in finals footy.

 

5th Div 
By Jeff Lalchere: MIGHTY QUINS What an outstanding season for  Sydney Harlequins particularly their Jeffery Cup juggernaut which swept through the season undefeated, amassing over 800 and culminating in a stunning grand final win at Wills field over Fairvale 43-13. The Quins have a unique history having been formed in the Rugby Club in the city by club directors Ross Hazlett and Angus Bruxner. Their first ground was on the outskirts of Wentworth Park Ultimo known as “dog heaven’ before moving to their current home at Waterloo Oval and the nearby Grosvenor Hotel. This year’s team has been impressive under the astute guidance of super coach Iain Byrne.

The Quins pack was unstoppable from Phil Sloggett, Seamus Nicholl and Steven Hiles up front to the relentless back rowers of Jacob Perry, Nick Lewis, Semi Vulisuva, Ben “Butters” Mitchell and Paris Bisley. The lethal backline kept the scoreboard ticking over at an amazing rate. Half and best back of year Arne Booysen scored 13 tries, fleet footed Ardie Haimona, best overall player of the year, was a try scoring machine and was crucial in guiding the team around the park each week. Steve “Croc” Irwin scored 40 points in the first game of the season then came back from injury to play a major role. At fullback Rohan Aaders was sensational in all aspects of play and also racked up 163 points. Rohan and tireless prop Luke Notley have been nominated for the Jeffery Cup Medal. Meanwhile in the centres seasoned pairing Sam Gribble and Will Kwok had to produce each week to keep the likes of Pat Mcdonnell and evergreen Simon Farmer at bay and of course the wingers thrived on all this class with Dave Moffatt in particular finishing the season in a blaze of glory; three tries in the major semi and another on grand final day.


TwitBits 
Surprised who’s reading Twitter:

James Slipper (@JamesSlipper)28/08/11 3:19 PM
Happy birthday mum

 

Some people really do love their rugby!

Matt Rowley (@Matt_Gagger) 25/08/11 6:46 AM
Watching a 1980 Bled over a glass of wine. The scrums are amazing

 

One Person’s Opinion
Anthony Mundine (@The_Man_Mundine)
25/08/11 4:23 AM
Fans wanna see SBW?? and the centres now are both good but they ain't no Sonny...seriously there is knowbody betta...he revolutionized rugby [Any reference to “The Man” would not normally survive my red pen – but this shows ignorance on so many levels I couldn’t delete it. – Ed.] 
 
Short Term Solution
My wife said she didn't want to see me anymore. So I poked her in the eyes!!

 
Funny Start To The Day
The other day on the way to work I was walking through a cemetery and I saw a guy hiding behind a tombstone. Without raising my voice, I said "morning", he whispered in reply "no mate, just having a shit!"

 
Overheard From a Sponsor
Pick a colour, any colour. Now double it. Is it the Jack of Diamonds?

 

Overheard From a Centre
I just want people to accept me for who I pretend to be.

 

Shout Out
Big shout-out to slugs! Those little guys are out there everyday, doing all the same stuff as snails but without helmets.

 
Mum Humour 
Kristina Keneally (@KKeneally)27/08/11 4:55 PM
“@JSpades: @KKeneally If you were a soup, what kind of a soup would you be?”
Soup-er
(Sorry, my kids call that a 'mum joke')

 
Dad Humour
So if a dog breaks a mirror is that like 49 years of bad luck?

 
Hodgiehodgiehodgie
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Lighten Up!, 7/10 Presso, Finals Summary, On the Field, BitsMan Banter, Pommie Cycle Crazies, Dad Humour
 
*** SERIOUS WARNING ***
The following may offend some people in clubs, some not in clubs, some who stand up to pee, some who sit to pee and even others. Note that everything else in Hodgie's Bits is light hearted, tongue in cheek, probably sarcastic and should not be taken too seriously. If you are about to send hate mail, please take a breath and lighten up. 

Now the potentially offensive bit: The ******** ***** **** ref ***** **** ***** girl **** ****** ***** drunk ******** *****  kiwi ***** ***** stereotype ********* *** ***** prop ******** ***** swear-word ****** ***** scrum **** ******* *****  rainbow ******** ***** *** ********* naked ***** *****.

 
Hodgie’s Bits Live - aka Subbies Presentation Night
On 7th October at the Marriott Hotel in the city the annual NSW Suburban Rugby Union Presentation Night is on. For those who haven’t been, the presentation part moves pretty quickly and while honouring and acknowledging appropriately is relatively entertaining (awesome MC this year). The best thing is mingling and sharing a beer and a yarn with people from virtually every club across the whole union which is what happens before and for a few hours after.

 
Reporters 
Thanks again to Mr Lalchere and also: Kilby and Crofty, who all get free entry to finals to write a report on them.

 

100% Record
Beecroft Barbour Cup (colts) had a real crack last Saturday, but couldn’t get up over Colleagues and so completed a 100% season. At least they turned up and played every week, unlike a number of teams (and in one abysmal case, a whole club.) Come back next year you young Crofties! 

 
On the Field
Regular season has now finished for first division and the top three divisions are into finals football. Many trophies have been decided, Summary here: http://www.rugby.net.au/newsitem.asp?id=14776
 
1st Div – Finals Commence This Week
St Pats did all they could with their BP win over Iggies on Saturday, but Campbelltown denied them the fourth spot in the Kentwell Cup. 

In the minor semi next week at David Phillips, Campbelltown play Mosman. The major is Drummoyne and Colleagues and will be a belter! Drummoyne played out a 21 all draw with Mosman last week and any of the four teams in the semis can go all the way! 

 

In Burke Cup Drummoyne and Colleagues also meet in the major semi. Old Iggies fell at the last hurdle and missed a place in the semis. Destiny was in their own hands, but they went down to 3rd placed St Pats allowing Knox with a win over Barker the fourth spot.

 

In Whiddon, Campbelltown are minor premiers only losing one game and in the major semi meet Colleagues who have only lost two. Campbelltown had a big win last week 57-17, but Colleagues topped that – 107-0! (Note in 60 minutes with no time outs!)

 

Campbelltown and Colleagues also meet in the major semi for the Judd Cup with Mosman and St Pats contesting the minor. 

 

In Sutherland Knox and Colleagues are the major semi contestants and Beecroft meet Campbelltown in the knockout semi. 

 

In the Barbour Cup, St Pats are undefeated minor premiers and this week meet Mosman who have lost 5. In the minor semi, Iggies meet Drummoyne – who each lost to one of the top 2 teams last week.

 

2nd Div – One Grand Final Contender Decided for Each Grade
(Hunters Hill, Forest, Hunters Hill, Newport & St Ives)
In Barraclough, Hunters Hill whomped Briars 42-14 to earn the week off. The minor semi was between Forest and UNSW who also played each other the previous week. Forest won the round 18 game,13-12, but Uni smashed them last Saturday, 38-17.

 

Barraclough Cup Wrap from Jeff Lalchere: What a day for Hunters Hill at David Phillips Field! The Hillies went into the major semi having not beaten Briars in two years, but broke that run of outs in devastating fashion marching into the grand final with a crushing 42-14 victory. They have been the dominant team in Barraclough this year but few predicted the kind of dominance they would show in this game as everything they did was class and power. They really lifted a gear and showed why they will be the side to beat. While it was a real team effort, the class of half John Paul Apulu played a major role in making sure celebrations back at the HHH after the game would be one to remember. Also at David Phillips, Forest put up a determined display against the home team and still had their noses in front early in the second half but then the Uni machine cut loose. Uni ran away with proceedings to score a comfortable 38-17 victory. Flying winger Angus McDonald was in red hot form and to top off a great game he scored two sensational tries.

At Cliff Oval, Briars will be looking to regroup and get back to their best if they are to overcome a very confident UNSW 1st XV. Masters of controlled rugby and securing advantages through maintained pressure, Briars great backline can prove lethal. Uni will have to be very cautious of the likes of Peter Low, James Ronsisvalle and skipper Sean Hudson. While Briars are itching for another chance at Hunters, the team standing in their way are going to be a big hurdle as they have proved a real headache for Briars both times they have met this year. Skipper and lock David Collins is playing inspirational football at the moment - and considering the talent he has under his guidance, they have every right to believe they can cause the upset. 

 

In the Other Grades:
In Stockdale Cup, Hunters Hill’s win over Briars meant the end of the season for the Briars. Hunters now face UNSW in the preliminary final next week. Forest have only lost one game this year (to UNSW) and weren’t going to let that happen again. They have a remarkable defensive record having only allowed 91 points in 19 games, and beat Uni 36-9 last Saturday.

 

In Blunt Cup, the major semi was a 5 all draw and Hunters Hill progress, with St Ives having to play next week. The minor was a very tough and tight tussle with Briars eventually prevailing 23-19 over Oatley.

 

In Richardson, the minor premiers Newport made easy work of earning the GF spot, besting Hunters Hill 12-7. The minor semi was a dour affair with Forest beating UNSW 5-3. UNSW had beaten them twice (including just the week before), but the lone try was enough for Forest on Saturday.

 

I commented last week that Hunters must feel they have their hands on the Robertson Cup (colts div 2) and that the Saints had a plan for one win over them. The win came in the major semi last Saturday and St Ives earned the week off. It was Hunters’ first loss of the season and the first time they didn’t get into the teens with their points (at 12). The 12-22 score line contrasts the 45-41 result last time they met. Hunters Hill now meet Forest who downed Kings 22-17 and will hope for a win to stage an enticing rematch with St Ives.

 

3rd Div - Petersham into Top Three GFs, Blueys in 4th Grade
Petersham have had a remarkable year. They have won the club champ, colts GF and now have their top 3 teams into their GFs and the fourth grade living to fight another day.

In first grade, they narrowly lost the two previous games against Blue Mountains but really looked the better team when they beat them 35-17 in the major semi.

Now Blueys will really have their work cut out facing local rivals UWSH who have really hit their straps, accounting for Balmain 27-3.

 

Clark Cup Wrap from Jeff Lalchere: What a powerhouse performance from Petersham, producing some sensational Rugby at Deerubbin Park to blow pre-match favourites, Blue Mountains, off the park by 35-17. Petersham were over in the first five minutes of play and after a few exchanges of penalties and a try to the Blueys it was all tied up at 10-10. Many were expecting Blueys to rise to the occasion but it was the Shammies who raised the stakes … and how! Playing flawless and superior rugby, particularly in ruck and maul speed and commitment, by the halfway mark it was virtually all over at 27-10. Petersham proved how superior they were on the day when, trapped deep in their half for the first ten minutes of the second half, they absorbed everything Mountains could throw at them. They showed class and intensity when they really needed it and then went on with the job. There were plenty of candidates for best on ground - fly half Harrison Lillis stood out, as did winger Chris Morris, while the Shammies front row was nothing short of awesome.

Next door, UWSH took another step forward by blotting the defending premiers out of the winter of 2011 with a convincing 27-3 win in the minor semi. The game didn’t reach any great heights as the winners were on top for the entirety. Balmain were always battling to get out of their half as the UWSH pack took control, particularly the back three of James Frater, Richard Ingall and Matt Brewer. The talented UWSH backline kept the opposition on notice every time they got the ball.

So it’s back to Deerubbin on Saturday, and while the Shammies have a welcome rest, Blue Mountains have to pick themselves up and produce the kind of rugby they have played for most of the year if they want another crack at Petersham. Any team containing the likes of Eli Conroy, Grant Opie, and Dave Twomey is capable of doing that, but they have a big challenge in front of them. The Blood and Mustards will be full of confidence with winning form on the board and the knowledge they have the ability to beat Mountains, something they have already done this year. Skipper Sam Palmer and his fellow forwards will probably hold the key – if they can produce a solid platform the talented backline boasting the likes of Stephen Blair and Mitchell Reardon will prove to be a real handful.


And Kilby (UWSH) chimes in: There was nothing minor about the Semi Final contested between UWSH and Balmain - it was HUGE! UWSH held a large chunk of possession and controlled the ball to notch a 27-3 victory. But for the 2010 premiers their season finished the same way it started, in a heavy defeat to the students. In a scrappy game where the general rugby fan would have been looking over at the Petersham v Bluey's game for some structure, the 60+ UWSH fans thought it was an absolute belter. Backrowers Rich 'Dingle' Ingall and Matty Brewer played strong games, along with prop Rod Brennan. In the points department the Feiloakitau-Fetuani brothers scored 3 tries between them and Mick Cantrell wrapped up the game with the last meat pie. 


In the Lower Grades:
Petersham also looked very strong in second grade, beating Hawkesbury Valley 22-8. In the minor semi, Epping finished Balmain’s year 24-10.

 

The third grade major semi was a draw but as minor premiers, Petersham progress ahead of Blue Mountains. Hills beat Balmain in the minor.

 

Scores of 10-6 and 7-3 spell tight semi final football in fourth grade. Petersham lost just their second game of the year to Blueys in the major and now meet Hawkesbury Valley, who ended Waverley’s year.

 

6th Div - Redfield Reign Supreme
By Jeff Lalchere: While a lot of the focus of Subbies Rugby is on the top divisions, it’s impossible to deny that the competition is just as fierce in the one team division, the Meldrum Cup. This year, the mighty Redfield team went back to back on premierships with an emphatic grand final win over a gallant Maccabi team to claim the crown as Subbies premier single team club. A very young side, boasting match winning defence and brilliant attacking skills, Redfield is made up (except for one player) of ex students, their siblings, three sets of brothers and a couple of Dads thrown in. This certainly worked as they went through the season undefeated. Things were not always as comfortable - in their debut year some eight seasons ago Bankstown put a century on them. This year they were able to return the compliment, and on grand final day the two remaining originals played crucial roles in the victory. Charles Perrottet and, in his farewell game, Pat Doherty proved their class all over the paddock. When coach Mat Aldous was asked to nominate the best player of the grand final he was adamant that everyone who pulled on the boots on the day deserved mention, however few at the ground could go past the effort of outstanding number eight Pat Doherty. His excellent performance played a major role in the residents of a certain area of West Pennant Hills not getting much sleep on grand final night as Redfield Rugby celebrated the climax to a brilliant winter.


Will the Coach Tweet?
When announced as the new head coach Michael Foley said one of the key aspects for 2012 and beyond will be reconnecting with the community both on and off the field.

“It is important for the team to have a real connection with the fans, to have a strong relationship with our members and supporters and a major initiative will be finding ways to do that both on and off the field,” said Foley.

Ewen tweeted that he bet he would be on Twitter. There was no way Hickey was ever going to tweet but we'll see about Foley. Super Rugby coaches McKenzie and Graham have made great connections with the rugby and broader tweetersphere to great positive effect, in my view.

 
BitsMan Banter
There’s no love lost in the Hawkesbury - and Crofty of Valley took umbrage at some of Kilby’s comments of last week. Go for it Crofty: “After viewing a few of his photos on Facebook, I can’t take too seriously a person who inserts his penis into a car exhaust (photoshop or not, who does that?) Dear Mr Kilby, unfortunately your comments are making you sound a bit like Balmain, and we all know how disliked Balmain are amongst all the other clubs. You aren’t too smart if you interpret my comments as arrogance – for a supposedly educated person (are you actually a student of UWSH or are you paid to play at UWSH like some others????)

You are so excited by one good season, so I will let the Police and Ambulance Service know that “Kilby” is on the loose in the Hawkesbury if UWSH win the first grade premiership. In saying this, I openly congratulate the University of Western Sydney Hawkesbury in reaching the semi finals in one grade out of a possible five grades. 
Sure, Valley might not have had the best season in First Grade. Sure, we might rock a few boats from time to time, and we occasionally plank in the Epping Club and yes we have our own unique characters – but we can and do celebrate all that is rugby in everything that we do. [Remember UWSH readers: Hodgie's Bits should not be taken too seriously. If you are about to send hate mail, please take a breath. Then send it anyway  – Ed.]
Pommy Cycle Crazies (or what I’d do to get into John Eales’ pants)
http://www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com/home.php
Well, the cycle crazies have come and gone from Sydney and are now on the Hume heading to Melbourne, but what a great pleasure to meet them. They were in Sydney for just a week, but I could fill the whole Bits with yarns about their stay. They have had some interesting times over their 500+ days/nights on the road with a budget of $5 each/day. They genuinely only have their bikes, clothes on their back and that's about it. They have a little sponsorship from DHL and went to a flasho lunch with them last Friday. They borrowed clothes (tho I noticed Jodie's "leggings" were actually her cycle pants!!) and Tom's borrowed pants weren't long enough. That morning they were meeting John Eales, and Tom texted him to ask if he could borrow a pair of pants - more front than Myers, this crazy cycle guy! So sure enough, Tom wore Mr Eales’ pants to his lunch.

 
Back in My Day
All streets had a speed limit of 35 and highways were 50.

(mph)

 
Git
Last night my bloody neighbour came and knocked on my door at 4:30 in the morning!!! Luckily for him I was still up playing my bagpipes!

 
New TV Show
I have made an awful mistake. Last week I nominated the ignorant bastard who runs the video store to appear on a new TV show. Only today I found out the correct name for the show was "Fact Hunt".

 
Overheard from a Lock (presumably in London)
I saw a poor old lady fall over on the footpath the other day! Well I presume she was poor, she only had $1.20 in her purse.

 
Dad Humour 
Girls named Dot probably hate having to tell people their email address.
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Bits Live 7/10, Report Ya Wussy, Funniest Old Man Vid, Carn Crofty Colts, Pointy End, Bitsman Banter, US Rugby
 

Save the Date: 7th October – Marriott Hotel
Yes, for the first time on tour and perhaps a one night only gig – “HODGIE’S BITS LIVE!!!” – oh sorry, it’s the Subbies Presentation Night. Let’s see which club brings the bloke who gets carried out first as we again drink the place dry of standard beers, oh, sorry … celebrate and reward in a classy way another successful year of NSW Suburban Rugby - 7th October, suitably mid RWC.

 
Reporters 
Thanks to ever reliable Lalchere and Canterbury Harry for contributions this week. Also the return of Kilby and Jarosz – thanks guys. Good match reports earn free entry to the next week’s finals game to report again. Have a crack to save yourself $10.

 

Absolute Cracker!
http://www.rugby-sidestep-central.com/
Do yourself a favour and watch the 35 sec video just down the page! 

 

Counting Down To RWC
My View:

6 KEYS IN SELECTING A LICENSED VENUE TO WATCH RWC

1.   Size and number of screens

2.   Commentary on – and so you can hear it.

3.   Crowd and their rugby credentials

4.   Rugby connection of place (not just cashing in)

5.   Play EVERY Game? And replay appropriate games at appropriate times?

6.   X factor/s

 

Get One Up in Last Game
I have mentioned the few teams in our union who play and lose every game. I genuinely respect and feel for these teams and encourage them to battle on – I am positive they are all better people for the experience even if it doesn’t feel too good right now. 

Beecroft Barbour Cup (colts) have lost every game so far – but have a big chance to get on the board this week in their last game against second bottom Colleagues – GO BEECROFT!

BIG NEWS for the Blacktown Blunt Cup (3rds). They had lost every game played and in their last for the year on Saturday, they were facing the minor premiers – they didn’t lose!!!! Well done guys and in Blacktown speak expressed on Twitter:

“Blacktown R.U.F.C. (@BlacktownRugby)13/08/11 2:07 PM
3rd Grade; drew 24 all, unlucky not to win 3s but it was the first time yous didnt lose this yr, congrats”

 
On the Field
1st Div – 1 round to go
There’s a fair bit of drama around Drummoyne but they put that aside as they accounted for Colleagues 22-19 in the Kentwell battle at home on Saturday. This puts them into first spot but far from assures them the minor premiership with a trip to Rawson and the brave Mosman potentially in their way. Drama surrounds the issue of a bonus point and 3 key men potentially missing the GF with suspensions after the Lindfield game (although under appeal). Whatever happens in the last round of matches, Drummoyne and Colleagues will meet again in the major semi the week after. Pride is also on the line for the club championship. Even after their first grade loss, Colleagues are 39 points ahead of Drummoyne and will be pulling out all stops against Beecroft at home next Saturday to hold that lead and earn that most prestigious award (again).

Despite losing by a point to 7th placed Barker, Campbelltown will expect to hold onto 4th spot ahead of St Pats with a last home game against wooden spooners Lindfield.

In Burke Cup, 3rd and 4th placed teams St Pats and Iggies meet this week. The loser will miss the semis if Knox can win over Barker. They will back the power of their school main oval venue to get them there. If there are draws, it starts to get complicated ….

In Whiddon, Judd, Sutherland and Barbour, the top four are set and all won last Saturday.

 

2nd Div – finals start this week 
The finals in Barraclough are a tantalising feast. Hunters and Briars play in the major and drew last time out. Their first round encounter saw Hunters’ only loss.

In the minor semi, Forest and UNSW play after bashing out a close tussle with just one point in it last week. Forest have the wood winning both games this year but Uni know they have their measure and are playing on home turf.

The same clubs match up in Stockdale, but Forest and Uni are the major semi.

Despite a loss on Saturday, St Ives snuck into second to take on Hunters in the major semi in Blunt Cup this week. Briars could have snatched the second spot but lost to Oatley – and now meet them again this week in the knockout minor semi final.

In Richardson, Newport are the minor premiers and Hunters secured second spot over UNSW who are on equal points and wins. It came down to F&A and Hunters’ 53 points (remarkable in 50 minutes minus injury and walks to set play time) over Blacktown last Saturday made the difference. UNSW meet Forest, who they beat last Saturday in the minor semi.

In the colts in div two Hunters must feel they have their hands on the Robertson Cup. They haven’t lost this year and meet St Ives in the major semi. The Saints had been travelling well too and only just went down to Hunters two weeks ago 41-45 but have now lost 3 of their last 4 games. Coach Martz (3rd brother, Steve) has a plan for St Ives to win the GF but might struggle to get there. In the minor, Forest meet Kings. 

 

3rd Div – finals start this week 
The regular season is now over – and it is all finals footy from here. All of the 8 clubs in Div three have teams in the semis, so crowds (and yes, Greeny, gates) should be good this week.

Last Saturday, Petersham racked up 184 points in the four winning games against Waverly and secured three of the four minor premierships and the club championship. Contesting all major semis this week the Shammy boys may be cocky, but memories linger of poor Hunters who lost all four GFs as they farewelled 3rd division on their way to a fast rise.

In first grade, Blueys are definitely the team to beat and have won their last 5 games very impressively. They meet Petersham in the major while Balmain meet UWSH in the knockout semi.

In Farrant, Hawkesbury Valley are in the major after losing just one game in the last nine – they lost 6 of their first 9! The minor semi is between Epping and Balmain.

In Campbell, Blue Mountains are in the major. Watch out for Balmain in the minor v Hills. Hills beat Epping last Saturday with the winner making the semis and Balmain beat 2nd placed Blueys to sneak in.

In Nicholson it is again Petersham and Blueys in the major with Waverley facing Hawkesbury Valley in the minor. 

 

Lalchere: “The final round of the competition brought about no upsets. UWS Hawkesbury getting up against Valley in front of good crowd at McQuade Park with the first half the usual tight affair and Valley were only behind 12-10 at the break. The Blood and Mustards powered away in the second spell to win well. Meanwhile their semi final spot was made safe with another disappointing display by Waverley who’s horror late season run continued and the Shammies scored over a point a minute. Blue Mountains asserted their authority over Balmain at Blackmore with flying winger Ross Kerkham scoring a hat-trick. In the remaining fixture, the Rams said farewell for the season in style edging out Hills at Somerville Oval. 

“So all roads lead west to Deerubbin Park for the first round of the big end of season games with minor premiers Blue Mountains and Petersham playing for the right to be first into the grand final. The Mountain Men play a flamboyant style of Rugby and have the attacking potency to score from all over the field. With players like Ellis medal favourite George Flynogiannis, Grant Opie and Dave Twomey in such great form at the moment the Blueys are going to be hard to stop. Petersham have lost both clashes to the Mountains this year but the total gap was 3 points. The well structured and disciplined Shammies outfit have all the ammunition to BRING HOME THE BACON especially boasting talent like Dave Tuckshop Lennehan, Miles of smiles Nagle and Greg Price is right. In the minor semi UWS Hawkesbury face up to defending premiers Balmain and this could go either way. The clash of the forwards should be a beauty. UWSH will be looking to skipper Sam Palmer and in-form number 8 Mat Brewer to lead the way and give the match winning centre combination of Jeff Ryan and Tevita Feiloakitau-Fetunai the chance to weave their explosive power. Balmain certainly have shown what they can do when they put their best foot forward and this match is the first step in what will be a tough task to win back to back premierships. They too have a great pack of forwards and will be looking to their very competitive  second row pairing of Ben Davis and Robert Wallis to give them plenty of go forward and possession to set the scene for their talented backline to fire.


Kilby of UWSH (ag college) is back!!!!!: 
“@Crofty. For the 2nd time this season there has been a tad of arrogance from the Valley writer. Both paragraphs submitted to Hodgie’s great blog seem to have shown great confidence from the spooners about getting a victory up on the 4th placed UWSH side. Sadly you lost again and came last.
 
“@Petersham. Quality football this year! One can only expect more trophies in the next few weeks. There have been many tough games played between Shammies and the Ag College (a few floggings put on us as well!), you are one Inner City team that UWSH had the pleasure playing against for the last 4 seasons. Good luck in 2nd Div.
 
“Now for the finals!! UWSH 1st XV makes their first appearance in the final 4 since a GF loss in 4th Div in 2007. Many players are hitting form and a strong improvement in the leadership from Skipper Sam 'Nugget' Palmer has seen UWSH come away with some very strong victories.  I am expecting big games from No 8 Matty Brewer and Fullback Mike Reardon. Fierce competitor Jeff Ryan comes up against a quality Inside Centre in the Balmain Club Captain Stephen Cameron and it will be a match up to watch. 

“Petersham and Bluey’s will be looking on carefully after UWSH downed the Mountain Men and Balmain also scored an upset victory over their local rivals during the season. My heart’s tipping UWSH to topple the 2010 premiers to book a match with Petersham next week.” 


4th Div – fat lady has sung
It may not have been the blockbusting big points win some were looking for, but Brothers closed out an undefeated season with a 14-7 win over Merrylands in the McLean Cup GF. 

In Grose, Brothers also got up over Merrylands 29-20.

In the Walker Cup, St George met Merrylands in the GF. This was their fifth game this year and it was three wins for St George and the one to Merrylands was St George’s only loss this year. 

Before last Saturday Merrylands got up 7-0.   

 

5th Div
50.81 – the average number of points scored by Sydney Harlequins this year in the Jeffrey Cup which they won undefeated, with a 43-13 GF win over Fairvale.

Talking of high scoring, the Noice Cup GF generated 86 points with 48 of them scored by winning Fairvale over a mighty Canterbury team. 

 

Canterbury Harry: “Noice Cup - 2nd Grade: This was an absolute cracker of a match that had it all, except for solid defence! Fairvale were just too good on the day, scoring 7 tries to Canterbury's 6 to win the GF 48-38. Both teams scored 4 great tries in the first half to go into half time 26 all! Fairvale scored right after the break. A crucial disallowed try to Canterbury soon afterwards was the turning point. Fairvale scored a try almost immediately, breaking away to a 38-26 lead which they all but maintained to full time, despite having 2 players sent to the sin bin for dangerous play. Fairvale 48 defeated Canterbury 38    3. Mark Te Paki 2. Laurie McCausland 1. Lloyd Bicknell

“Jeffrey Cup - 1st Grade: Fairvale showed they had the talent last week, knocking Canterbury out in the final. Could they now deny an undefeated Sydney Harlequins (SH) the ultimate prize, an undefeated premiership season? The first 20 minutes of the GF was a torrid affair with Fairvale punishing SH with hard physical play in defence & attack. The result, Fairvale dominating but SH's last line of defence held, only permitting 2 penalty goals. Just as Fairvale were mounting another attack the ball was dropped & SH pounced scoring a great try on the left wing. Now only 6-5 behind & with a growing amount of possession, it was SH's turn to pile on the pressure. Despite the still brutal defence they were able to settle into their tried & true phase play before creating several try scoring opportunities. They were clinical, scoring 3 quick tries to leap to a 20 point lead at half time.

“In the 2nd half it was Fairvale however that came out firing, scoring first to narrow the gap to 13 points. SH's superior fitness & discipline now proved decisive, scoring 2 more tries & a penalty to go to a commanding 30 point lead by full time.

SH were deserved minor & now major premiers in a mighty performance from a mighty team! SH 43 defeated Fairvale 13

 
6th Div
Redfield closed out an undefeated season with a 22-8 win over a brave and proud Maccabi in the GF.

 

Halligan Cup
I don’t know why it doesn’t get more of a mention but 58 games have been played this year by 26 different teams in the Halligan Cup. For the uneducated, Halligan Cup games provide an opportunity for games for any team in excess of what their division can provide for. Clubs arrange their own fixtures. In each game, at least one team is usually completely remote from the rest of their club and there is a special bond between the players. Halligans coaches have the biggest phone bill, the most patience and usually advance skills the most of any coach in a club. The Cup is named after Rumpole - the man who never replies to lunch invitations as once invited it should be assumed he’ll be there. There are no finals but the team with the most points is recognised as the winner – usually this relates to the team who has arranged the most games and 2012 is no exception - well done to Mosman.

 
Pointy End
Here’s a summary of premierships and championships already decided. There are 9 premierships won (and lost) and 15 to go! http://www.rugby.net.au/newsitem.asp?id=14776

BitsMan Banter
Been a bit thin in this department, so big thanks to regular Bitsman “Jarosz”: “I have been to enough rugby games in my life to be a qualified BBQ critic and I think that I may have found the worst one in Subbies Rugby. I popped down to the picturesque Turramurra Memorial Park to watch Barker V Campbelltown in Division One (is there a more culturally and geographically opposed game in Subbies rugby?). The carpark was filled with Land Rovers and the sideline had more R.M. Williams boots than a night at the Oaks Hotel so I was optimistic about my chances of picking up a quality feed from the Barker Boys BBQ.

 

“But, alas, I was extremely disappointed. A couple of muddied players were on duty and they were about as enthusiastic as Myer's shop assistants. Not only did I have to get my own bread out of the bag but there were no serviettes and the sauce bottle was empty. There were no steaks available so I had to go the sausage option only to find that there were no onions ready either. There was salad........brown lettuce and unripe tomatoes. Could it get any worse? Yes. My beer was warm.

 

No wonder the crowd had brought their own food. So, I'd like to put forward the question, "does a successful BBQ make for a successful rugby team?"

 

1st Grade Ladies Man????
I didn’t get this in time for last week, but thought I should expose it again even though out of date. Just one question .... Pinno seems to be holding that ball fairly firmly! (Loves his footy, that Pinno!!) http://www.rugby.net.au/_uploads/res/7_7176.pdf

Not something to joke about, but
Apart from being a lowlife, this “rioter” is an absolute idiot!

http://youtu.be/p39ULW_xzUE
 
Coffee and Vocabulary
In the channel 9 pre game bit last Sunday morning, George Gregan was talking about the South African locks and suggested that Matfield was the more sagacious. Bit much for me at 1am!

 

Pink is the New Jester
http://macarthur-chronicle-campbelltown.whereilive.com.au/sport/story/harlequins-will-be-in-the-pink-for-ladies/ 

 
Pommy Cycle Crazies
http://www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com/home.php
They are in Sydney – and will be at the Rugby Club 6.30 Wednesday 17th – be there. I know I call them crazy, but with a healthy dose of respect and admiration. What do you reckon you would be thinking about when you made it to a beautiful, cosy Sydney family home after three and a half months of cycling through strange lands? I’m not sure either but maybe not this: “Hey Hodgie, ah, it's lovely here, potatoes are bubbling away, and my socks are going through their 3rd rinse....... “

 
Liked This
Cadel - "At first I thought I could, then I worked, then I believed I could, suddenly I was convinced I could, and finally I did!"

 
Wallabies Gaining Ground?
The last time the Wallabies played South Africa channel 9 delayed the telecast in Perth in favour of a movie rerun but last Saturday it was live!!! Oh, hang on, same start time – 11 pm.

 
US RWC Ad
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJwIiuszFrU&feature=youtu.be
If you want an interesting read on US rugby check this from NYT last week http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/13/sports/rugby/in-rugby-the-us-is-fine-with-being-the-underdog.html?_r=2&scp=1&sq=Rugby&st=cse
US lost again to Canada last Saturday – I loved a couple of new expressions in the report I read – “USA trailed at intermission”, and “Canada had a personnel disadvantage with 2 yellow cards”.

 
Twit Bits
Cheeky shot from Hoilesy after Gits has played for clubs in Canberra, Qld (UQ last week), Sydney (Balmain) and this week for Randwick again

“steve hoiles (@stevehoiles) 13/08/11 10:52 AM
Congratulations @giteau_rugby, 2 games in a row for the same club. Up the wicks @GallopingGreens”

 
“Joan Rivers (@Joan_Rivers) 13/08/11 5:36 AM
There is NO WAY that Bert and Ernie are gay. They haven't changed their outfits in 25 years.”

 
“Mark Chopper Read (@RealChopperRead) 14/08/11 7:18 PM
The old chop chop has been tweeting his tits off today. I could be fucken addicted.”

 
(ANOTHER!) Twit Bit and Dad Humour combined
“steve hoiles (@stevehoiles) 11/08/11 7:37 PM
Wallaby forwards training intensifies. "Crouch. Touch. Paws... Engage"@stevemoore83 http://t.co/VeDS66p”

 
Back in My Day …
Iron Man was a superhero and iron woman! was an instruction

 
Overheard from a Winning Captain
If there's one thing I can't stand, it's up.

 
Dad Humour 
Why does everyone always blame San Andreas?
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Wine Club, Pls Do a Match Report For Me, Where to Watch RWC, Big Game Bad Form, Cyclists, Grassroots
 

Don’t Forget the Subbies Wine Club
http://www.mywinewarehouse.com.au/index.php?setbusiness=5 or click through on home page of subbies (RHS). I have a quaffers dozen in my kitchen which cost me $100 delivered and earnt $10 for my nominated club. Can’t recommend the 2009 Sem Sauv Blanc but will let you know what does stack up for me. 

 
Reporters 
Thanks to ever reliable Lalchere and Canterbury Harry for contributions this week – please send in your crack. Harry and Jeff have their names on the gate at their next finals to save ‘em $10! It could be you!!

 

Counting Down To RWC
If you’re not at the game some tell me a live site nearby is next best. After that many feel that focussed in your home (or someone else’s) is the ultimate RWC watching solution. For those who prefer a licensed venue, please share where you are planning to go. There aren’t that many places that tick all the boxes. Talking of the boxes, I reckon it comes down to 6 things:

6 KEY THINGS TO ASSESS IN SELECTING VENUE TO WATCH RWC

1.   Size and number of screens

2.   Commentary on – and so you can hear it.

3.   Crowd and their rugby credentials

4.   Rugby connection of place (not just cashing in)

5.   Play EVERY Game? And replay appropriate games at appropriate times?

6.   X factor/s

 

I am happy to share places that people think stack up – and to kick it off, below is what the Rugby Club has to offer.

 

WHY WATCH RWC AT SYDNEY RUGBY CLUB?
http://www.rugbyclub.com.au/
1. Lots of screens – choose between The World Cup bar  with 5 plasma screens (1x60”, 4x50”) or the large screen + 2 plasmas in the 1st floor brasserie where you can also book tables and enjoy pizzas and steaks. Another option is the large screen in the 3rd floor Barbarian Room/museum where you can book a group function. 

2. Commentary is always on and loud as it needs. If the crowd’s loud, the volume goes up. 

3. The crowd is almost exclusively people who really love rugby, and often people from all over the world. Plus a favourite watering hole for a number of ex-Wallabies, so you never know who you’ll bump into. 

4. The club has been around since 1946 and has always been a supporter of subbies and grass roots rugby endeavours, financially when able. The place creaks rugby, perhaps from the weight of all the memorabilia. 

5. Will play every game. There are appropriate replays all year and around RWC will be no exception. 

6. Why Else? 

-           Don’t know if any other place can boast this – you can continue watching the game when at the bar without having to turn around and risk missing your turn! Cop this – you can also hear the commentary if you have to take a leak during the game!!!

-          Right in the CBD (but at suburban prices) you don’t have to rush out of work to get near home and risk missing anything. Straight to the Rugby Club after work!

-          The bacon double cheese burger is affectionately known as The Prop Burger by regulars and can soak up a lot of beer.

Hodgie’s summary: apart from you supporting your local or sponsor or whatever, there surely cannot be a better place to watch the RWC. This joint claims the tagline “Home of the True Spirit of Rugby”. It used to be in Crane Place, but even that street name is now Rugby Place!!!!

 

Come On You Three Teams!
Beecroft Barbour Cup (colts) have a big task this Saturday as last plays first – and one team has won all and the other lost all, but hang in – you have a big chance in your last game, the week after!

Hornsby Stockdale Cup (2nds) and Blacktown Blunt Cup (3rds) – last game, fellas. Drag out all you’ve got!!!

 

Hard to Cop Bad Form in Big Games!
As we approach big games in most divisions, coaches are passing earthenware hoping their charges play well when it counts. AAP’s Angry Walton reports from Durban this week: “Even with 26 hours to kill on the long haul to South Africa, Wallabies coach Robbie Deans wasn't able to bring himself to watch a replay of his side's 30-14 Bledisloe Cup hammering at the hands of the All Blacks.

“Normally, Deans would use his travel time to review the Wallabies' previous outing, but this was one nightmare he wasn't in a rush to relive. "I've started ... I've started," he said at Durban airport. 
"It hasn't changed my first impressions a lot. It just reinforced where we were tactically poor."”

 

I Won’t Forget!
In the scheme of things in a RWC year, South Africa sending a team of also runs down under for the first legs of their Tri Nations effort may be forgotten by some. It is ludicrous – and only 6 guys from that tour remain in their squad for this weekend’s game. GO WALLABIES!

 
On the Field
1st Div
St Pats!!! Coming 5th but with a view to semi’s, they knocked off Colleagues 55-31! This is only the second game Colleagues have lost this year. While it is possible, some weird results are required for St Pats to make the finals, but they sure are coming home strong!

Back to the top of the table, Colleagues’ loss puts them on equal comp points with Drummoyne and the two teams will meet in the major semi. They play this Saturday at Drummoyne for the minor premiership and a psychological start. 

Club Champ points are also on the line and Colleagues are leading the 1st div club champ from Drummoyne by 114 points. 

While all other divisions are into finals or play their last round this week, first division have two rounds to go. 

If you have a minute, check out the table in Burke Cup. There is only 4 points between 1st and 5th and any of the top 5 could miss out. This week 1 plays 2 and 4 plays 5. Hmmmmm

 

2nd Div 
In the last round of Barraclough this weekend at Melwood, Forest (off an 83-5 win) plays UNSW (off a 25-29 loss). The result is academic to some extent because whatever happens the teams will face each other the following week in the minor semi when a loss means the end of the year. Similarly in Stockdale (2nd grade), except this week it‘s for fun and the next week it’s the major semi, so GF or another shot.

In Blunt Cup (3rd grade) Forest are 8th but UNSW are 5th and can get ahead of Oatley who have a tough last game. Both teams are also in the semis in Richardson (4th) so it will be a big day, with the table of knowledge no doubt becoming the table of sledging.

 

3rd Div
Balmain started their day with a GF loss to Petersham colts but finished in style by avoiding the clean sweep with a 3 point win in 1st grade in a nearly point-a-minute game. As defending premiers, they started the year slowly but Balmain are coming home hard and face the undefeated Mountain boys at home in the last game before the semis. In 2nd grade, the Balmain-Mountains game will decide the last semi spot, and in 3rd grade, Balmain need a win (and other things) to make it through. In 4th grade, they are out, so there’s talk that Balmain will be stacking their top 3 teams.

 

Lalchere: “What a horror weekend for Waverley, a top four team from Round 1, all of a sudden in one terrible 48 hour period they have crashed into an almost impossible situation as far as a semi final spot goes. On Saturday they were poor both on and off Lapstone Oval, as a Grant Opie inspired Blue Mountains dealt them a blow to the tune of 66-7 (this victory gave the Mountain Men their first ever minor premiership in the top grade). Then on Sunday Waverley backed up to play a washed out game at home, and bottom placed Hawkesbury Valley edged them out 24-19 to win their first game of the year. Waves must now beat Petersham and hope that a few results go their way.

“On a more positive matter, let’s not forget the great effort of the Hawkesbury Valley team who haven’t had much to crow about this winter. Their first win of 2011 will be best be remembered by the commitment shown, not to mention the man of the match and winning try scorer, colt Mat McMahon. Dane Humphries and Ryan James also put on a great show and helped set the scene for what should be a top last round local derby against UWSH to finish their season.

“Over at Camperdown Oval, Balmain won a see sawing battle against Petersham by three points and despite a great game from Miles Nagle, the Shammies ball control was below par at crucial stages. For Balmain their last visit to Blackmore for competitive football this season will be to host Blue Mountains. While the result will not affect the competition table it will be no place for the faint hearted at 3.15 and afterwards at Dicks before BM bus back to the golden west.

“In the final fixture Hills will be looking to end their year with their third consecutive Saturday victory when they travel to Sommerville Oval to take on Epping.”

And this from “Crofty”: “Finally – Hawkesbury Valley First XV won against Waverly at Waverly in what I hear was pretty woeful conditions especially towards the end. It has been a hard slog for the team all season – a lot of injuries to players as well as players being deployed overseas. Not once throughout the season did the team give up and they were finally rewarded on the second last game of the season which gave the boys the opportunity to sing the club song............. It would have been glorious to hear.

 What a way to finish the season for HVRC...... a local derby against UWS Hawkesbury. Hopefully it will be a great day of rugby with the Valley having the local bragging rights after a tough season (because no-one remembers the previous games throughout the last season, just the last game).”

 

Radford Cup (Colts)
Grand Final last Saturday – and Petersham got up 27nil. A reliable source told me that Balmain were lucky to get nil. Well actually it was the Shammies Patron, so not so reliable – and turned out that it was actually a pretty tight tussle.

Balmain just could not crack the defence however and the Petersham lads continued as they have all season with some very attractive penetrative rugby. The scoreline was enhanced in the last minutes when in desperation, Balmain chip kicked literally on their own line. It went straight to a Petersham player who took the three steps to the tryline and dotted down under the posts. Maybe he was just trying to ease the embarrassment when his attempt to convert his own missed. 

 

4th Div
In first grade, Merrylands accounted for Macquarie Uni to set up the expected Brothers/Merrylands GF clash next week.

In second grade, Brothers and Merrylands will also meet in the GF after Brothers took the hard route and beat Macquarie Uni last Saturday.

In third grade, Merrylands will also play the GF, but against favourites and minor premiers, St George. Merrylands beat Convicts last Saturday to qualify (8-7). This was Convicts first ever finals campaign as they previously only competed in the Halligan Cup. Well done to them.

Best wishes to Merrylands (3 teams), Brothers (2) and St George on your Grand Finals next week. I predict that the clubs will win one title each.

    

Lalchere: “BROTHERS BLITZ. This year’s McLean Cup so far can aptly be called a Brothers Blitz and in Saturday’s premiership decider at Norford Park it’s hard to imagine anything but the undefeated Brothers outfit doing the lap of honour at the expense of a gutsy Merrylands team. While they have some stunning statistics behind them they still have to produce the goods just one more time to put the icing on the cake. Grand finals are usually won up front and Brothers have a great pack. The rock solid front row of Tim Sachs, Michael Clarke and John Nicholls are sure to give them the go forward. With a brilliant set of backs, few better than skipper and half Vincent (you must be in trouble Oi! HHH) Byrne, to complement the forwards all the signs point to a huge night at the Orchard Tavern.

“The Wolves have lost on all four occasions this season to their grand final opponents but showed for lengthy periods in the major semi that if they can disrupt the usual Brothers teamwork and structure they can make some inroads. Being able to maintain the pressure for the entire game and maintaining a high level of discipline against a quality team at the same time will be a big challenge for Merrylands. But any team with the likes of Nash Steward and Benjamin Davis in their ranks, cannot be underestimated as a chance to cause the upset and take out their second title in three seasons.”


5th Div
Fairvale and Canterbury bashed out a close game with Fairvale winning through (19-17) to face the daunting Sydney Harlequins for the title next week.

In second grade, Canterbury and Harlequins bashed out a close game with Canterbury winning through (27-25) to face the daunting Fairvale for the title next week.

 

Canterbury’s H Maniatis: “In Noice Cup (2nd grade), Bunny's 2s were up against a very confident Sydney Harlequins (hereafter "SH") in the final to see who would advance to next Sat's GF v Fairvale. SH pounced with a great early try but our 2s started to get their act together with tries to Dexter Absolum & David Stemler. An improved scrum was the foundation the team used to extend the lead to 24-10 after tries to Johnny McCausland & David Stemler again! With ten minutes to go SH then found the energy to hit back scoring a try to narrow the margin to 9 points before Dexter Absolum slotted a crucial penalty goal. Score 27-15. SH then slotted a penalty through before scoring a converted try with just two minutes remaining. Score 27-25. The boys held on to win.
“In Jeffrey Cup (1st grade), Jerry's boys were hampered by several players unavailable due to injury but were still confident of victory. The opening passages were very promising but Fairvale's defence proved solid. It was only a perfectly weighted grubber kick from Alofa Alofa to Renold Vatubua that troubled the scorers in the first half. The second half was scrappy with poor ball security & discipline costing us dearly.
“Fairvale took their opportunities scoring three tries to our two (to Alofa Alofa & Renold again) & held out a desperate Canterbury team that knew a draw was as good as a loss. A disappointing game that signals the end of 1s season but they can still hold their heads high & be there next week to support 2s.”

 
6th Div
Two weeks ago, Redfield maintained their season’s undefeated record by beating Maccabi 22-3 in the major semi – and now face them again in the GF.

Full credit to Dundas who went down 5-19 to Maccabi in the prelim final and Dundas certainly came home very strongly this year.

Maccabi and Redfield have been the top teams and are an appropriate final pairing. Good to luck to both for their match at Norford this Saturday. 

 

Finding the Soul in Subbies
I have had massive feedback (well, massive compared to zero) about what is grass roots rugby. There is certainly a lot of support for the notion of grass roots and Subbies guys running around for the love of the game. And for clubs run by devoted, passionate volunteers – this is the base level that yells grass roots. 
Two points I was trying to make in last week’s Bits are:
1. The pathway to and running of professional rugby is now completely separate to Subbies and Subbies is not even a specific target to grow supporter bases. 
2. With a couple of notable and significant exceptions (2011 S15 & RWC winning coaches) the values and soul of rugby is being ignored at the elite level. 
 
To this humble old fart who has gained massive benefit from a lifetime connection to rugby it is so clearly wrong to disconnect the "park amateurs" from the rugby elite.

 

Long Live Our Noble ….
One of the bits of feedback was that Pommie rugby has it all over us for its support of grass roots. I am told there is a bottomless well of stuff that would go well in Hodgie’s Bits including some great quotes from a great man, Andy Ripley. But I liked this story about him (and an interesting time in our sport):

“Although rugby union did not go professional until 1995, six years after Ripley had retired, he lived in the twilight era of “shamateurism”, when players were rewarded in secret. On one occasion the whole England team were persuaded to wear a sponsor’s boot in return for £50 a man — a transaction of which the RFU was wholly unaware. Ripley once found himself with two boot sponsors to please — a problem he resolved by wearing a different boot on each foot.” 

Pommy Cycle Crazies
Jodie Burton (@CyclingToTheRWC)6/08/11 7:48 AM
Off to watch Yamba Bucaneers v Iluka Cossacks today! I am too excited. Apparently there are still tkts available, get yourself down at 3pm!

Wonder if it was a sellout?

For those out of the loop these soap dodgers are on the last leg of an epic challenge and will be in Sydney soon. Check out:  

http://www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com/home.php
Join me, and I am told a cast of tens! To meet these guys and hear about their trip. 17th of August at the Rugby Club – see above about a good place to watch rah rah. 

 
Hodgie’s Bits Bringing People Together One by One
So there was a person who hadn’t ever seen my Bits (!!!) before they read it last week. They clicked through to the above website and were really impressed by Jodie and Tom’s adventure that they sent an email of support including an offer of accommodation. I gather that this is now where Jodie and Tom (who turns 30 on Sunday) will be staying. Maybe the To and Froms do do grass roots better!! 

 
He Ain’t Heavy
Next Saturday is the annual Back to Epping Day and they encourage all past and present players, coaches and supporters to get down to Sommerville Oval this Saturday to toast another season of rugby at the Rams.

The highlight of the day will be the inaugural siblings game. Epping currently have 12 sets of brothers playing for the club as well as many father/sons and brothers in law. There is a special extra game v Mosman where everyone playing for Epping will have some sort of family relationship.

 
Brand New Sevens Event
Sevens is an Olympic sport and consequently will grow massively globally. In Australia, this version of our game will no doubt be promoted very hard for boys and girls as it is much easier to start, administer and ref. None of those pesky 8 man scrums to conquer! I am sure we are destined to see many, many tourneys commence and here is a new one from a first div subbies club – and in conjunction with their local community. Good luck to ‘em!

http://www.campbelltownharlequin.com.au/home/index.php?option=com_content&view=section&id=17&Itemid=83
 
Twit Bits
A Rugby Fan (@RugbyReg) 6/08/11 6:43 AM
Follow @Sudrugby as they will be live tweeting the Bledisloe Cup match - IN FRENCH. C'est Magnifique

 

Hope Poey had better luck on the travel to SA!

David Pocock (@pocockdavid) 3/08/11 6:22 PM
11 A B C - Pocock, McCalman, Noriega #shortstraw #sardines http://instagr.am/p/JOLAW/
 

Lauren Spence (@BscLo) 8/08/11 6:34 PM
Can't wait 4 Mosman training 2moz #littlesurprise.... The boys R going 2 hurt @WhalesRugby 

Promises, promises from trainer Loz!

 

Back in My Day
When debonair (ahem) people pulled a durry from their sky rocket a good bar person lit it for them! For a while there was a one metre rule - couldn't smoke near the bar – and now, all of that is gooorne. Good. 
There is a prime place in the city which has forgotten to take away the floor ashtray at the bar. I hate it. I always trip on it when trying to look cool ordering my bottle of Heiny (told by experts tap is crap).

 
Overheard from a past president
I know I'm drinking myself to a slow death. But, then again, I'm in no hurry.

 

Overheard From a Wise Old Ref
When you come to a fork in the road, take it.

 
Dad Humour I
If I took one thing to a dessert island it would be a spoon.

 

Dad Humour II
If you watch an Apple store get robbed, are you an iWitness?
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Pass to Finals for Match Reports, Respect of Teams with Hard Year, Loving our History & Flag, Lots of Eyewitness Reports
 

Calling all Gun Match Reporters 
Repeating the opportunity to have your match report appear here in Hodgie’s Bits. I am looking for short, humourous/interesting eyewitness accounts and can reward writers with free entry to finals games to write about those games. Here’s a good example from the Table of Knowledge’s Martyn Penny on Forest’s make up game on Tuesday night last week:

“What a great night of rugby! Tuesday night up at Melwood Oval eating a sausage sandwich with cold beer in hand, doesn't get any better! A great display of running rugby under lights between 1st placed Hunters Hill and 3rd placed Forest, with Hunters Hill who led for most of the game, regaining the lead with less than 10 minutes on the clock. A 21-27 loss in the last minutes of the game was tough to take for the vocal Forest crowd, but the commitment shown by the Forest guys was terrific, as the bigger Hunters Hills side had the bulk of possession and could have quite easily scored another 3+ tries had it not been for our great goal-line defence. As it was Hunters Hill scored two opportunist tries from kick throughs. One started down the blind with a chip kick and toe through, then the scorer beat the Forest cover defence and touched down within an inch of the dead ball line - unbelievable! Forest also scored some great tries, with Sam Skyes scooting in for two, and then when a charge down saw winger Matt Ingall race 50 metres to score under the posts, it was excitement plus. This put Forest into the lead 21-20, but it was short lived with the Hillies scoring and the conversion successful.  

“To add to the drama of the night, the final 5 minutes of the game were played under the portable floodlights which Forest had shipped in, as the now council controlled permanent lights switched off at 9.15 under the new council lockout system.” 


Saw this on Twitter, but not sure what happened here:
OldIggies Rugby (@OldIggiesRugby) 30/07/11 2:20 PM
5th Grade win the game, then lose it and then draw 5-5 with Colleagues who missed conversion from infront after they scored in last min. #fb 

WTF??

  

Respect
At this time of year, all the talk is about finals and winners and winning. More than 10% of subbies teams take the wooden spoon, and I really respect the players and support guys around the teams who knew months ago that they weren’t going to make the semis. We’ve all been there and this represents real rugby for the game itself – it’s pretty pure when you front up each week not expecting to win. There are only 5 teams across our whole union who have lost every game (well done to Lindfield Sutho boys in knocking off Dirty Rs last Sat 24-22) and three of the teams still have the chance to claim a win – I’m rooting for you! Here are the teams – and note I am naming not to shame but as a sign of respect. Come back again next year, guys! You are definitely better men for this year’s rugby experience.

Beecroft Barbour Cup (colts)

Hornsby Stockdale Cup (2nds)

Blacktown Blunt Cup (3rds)

Macquarie Uni Radford Cup (colts) Season over

Chatswood Jeffrey Cup (1sts) Season over

 
Catch Up Games
The wet July has meant more mid week and double header action – and here’s where you can get more footy in:

Beecroft v Colleagues to be (finally) played this week at Headen on Tues (1s & 2s), Wed (3s & 4s), Thurs (5s & Colts.) 7pm start each night.

Forest v HH 3s, 4s and colts Tuesday night at Melwood

Epping v Balmain 1s and 2s Wed at Blackmore

Waverley v Hills TBC

 

On the Field
1st Div
The games all went “according to Hoyle” last Saturday, although the fast finishing Knox guys gave Campbelltown a scare only going down 29-34. Knox face Drummoyne next week and will be looking for the positive result. Talking of positives, Drummoyne will hope to play out a full game rather than the truncated effort last week with Lindfield.

 

2nd Div 
There are a few games to catch up, but the top 4 looks pretty set in Barraclough. The finals series is shaping as a real contest though, as likely minor premiers, HHill were taken to the wire midweek by 3rd placed Forest and on Saturday by 4th placed UNSW. Perhaps foolhardy to back against Hunters, but my tip for Barra premiership is Briars – let’s see if they can put away 4th placed UNSW this week.

 

3rd Div
Balmain and Waverly equal in 3rd in the Clark Cup play the top two teams this week in key games. It will be interesting to see form of the major semi teams, but UWSH still have a sniff and will be hoping both 3rd placed teams lose. Balmain have it pretty tough facing Petersham this week after a midweek catchup game, and then Mountains in the last game, but if the muzzled animals are up to it …

Clark Cup Wrap from Lalchere: ”At this stage of the season its hard not to get involved in the scenarios and predictions about where each team is going to finish, particularly like in the case of the Clark Cup. There are six teams in the hunt for the four semi spots with only a couple of rounds to go. Prior to last week all bases were covered. Then comes the upset of the year with Hills downing Waverley at Yattenden Oval to put a real spanner in the works! The Hills camp are denying it was an upset as last time out they had lost on the bell to Waves in the dark at Waverley Oval so they were confident that if they played to their best they could beat the highly fancied opposition. It hasn’t been a great year for the Black and Reds but with the club’s annual family day as a backdrop it was a richly deserved victory. Not only did they both score tries but fullback Mitch Wakeford and number 10 Ryan Siviour proved how good they are with outstanding efforts.

“Now back to the scenarios and this loss to Hills could prove very costly for Waverley. They have to travel up to Lapstone Oval on Saturday to take on leaders Blue Mountains then in the last round they play second placed Petersham, not to mention a washed out game against Valley in between. The lead up to semi finals is really going to test the stamina and ability of the Waverley first XV. On Saturday, another tremendous game in the cross town rivalry between Petersham and Balmain will take place at Camperdown Oval and what a battle royale that will be with the result crucial Balmain. UWSH will be looking to get back on track when they host Epping at the College and Hills farewell Yattenden Oval for the season when they will be looking to make it two in a row against the visiting Hawkesbury Valley.”

Radford Cup (Colts)
Petersham had the week off to watch teams bash it up to see who will meet them, and Balmain prevailed over minor premiers, Hawkesbury Valley 14-12. There’s no love lost in the local derby so this colts GF at Wills at 11.30 should be a cracker!

 

4th Div
I have had the prediction on record for a while, and Brothers made the GF by beating Merrylands last Saturday in the major semi. If they earn the rematch in the GF, Merrylands may put some pressure on though – only going down 10-29 on Saturday, after putting some rough pressure on early. I stand by my prediction as I think Brothers have a few gears left if they need them.

In the boilover, St George full of lip about their finals series performance, bowed out to Macquarie Uni. The Uni boys finished 18 competition points behind their preliminary final opponents, Merrylands, but will no doubt have a crack at Norford this Saturday. 

 

In second grade St George also bowed out and Macquarie meet Brothers, also 18 points behind them in the regular season.

 

Congrats to the Convicts who won their first ever subbies finals game and now meet Merrylands this Saturday in a chance to make the Walker Cup GF. The winner will face St George, the club’s only remaining team, who have dominated this comp and would be very disappointed not to win it.

 

5th Div
Holy Moly! Yep, they did average 50+ points for during the year, but undefeated minor premiers Sydney Harlequins racked up 60 in the major semi! Fairvale got one try in, and now meet Canterbury in the prelim final at Wills.

 

In Noice (2nds) Harlequins won the minor semi and meet Canterbury at Wills, Canterbury’s home ground, for a chance to meet Fairvale in the GF the next week.

Harry M of Canterbury watched his first grade win and second grade lose but both go ‘round again. Harry says: “in 2nd grade we let Fairvale out to a 17-3 lead in the muddy conditions before we picked up our game. Fairvale were slow to react to Johnny McCausland's chip kick & Mark Tepaki intercepted a wayward pass to get our first try. We now had some momentum but unfortunately Fairvale hit back scoring off our scrum just before the break to go into half time with a 24-8 lead.

“In the second half Fairvale continued with their dominating display scoring another three tries to our one to win the match 41-15 & advance to the Noice Cup Grand Final. 


“Even though Fairvale had a few more guns in their lineup, it was a tough lesson for us not to fall into the trap of playing to the opposition’s strengths.

“In first grade, Jerry's boys were missing a few regulars but were also boosted by the return of Kem Seru & Akai Akai. We started the match poorly, letting Lane Cove in for an easy try & copping another yellow card!! but soon settled & our solid defence rapidly turned into enterprising attack. A glut of possession was then rewarded with great tries to Ame Traill, Sixty Rangi & Connor Drummond.

“The second half was a torrid affair with an unsavoury melee thrown in resulting in another yellow for us & a crucial red card to Lane Cove.

“Drew settled the boys & our persistence paid off with another try to Man of the Match Vili Liutaki taking the score to 24-8.

 

“Lane Cove hit back soon after with their own try before Kem Seru sealed it with a great try in the corner right in front of our supporters! With only seconds remaining a never say die Lane Cove scored again but we had avenged our round 11 loss at home!


“Jerry's boys now progress to next week's final against a Fairvale team smashed 60-5 by a merciless & still undefeated Sydney Harlequins.”

6th Div
Redfield maintained their season’s undefeated record by beating Maccabi 22-3 in the major semi – and now face another week off before their grand final.

As predicted right here, Dundas progress after knocking out Roseville 31-15. A try down each flank and Jordan Skeet's sure boot saw Dundas streak out to a 14 nil lead after 15 minutes, and Roseville were never going to head them off. This from Michael Lilley of the Vikings: “In the 2nd Half the Vikings extended the lead through Scrumhalf Greg Hughan who intercepted off a Roseville mistake at a scrum and raced 50 metres to score. Roseville kicked a goal but then Valley fullback Michael Greaves hit the ball at speed off another well worked backline move and ran through a huge hole to score under the posts. Kicker Skeet didn’t miss all day and bagged 11 points off the boot. Roseville’s year ended with a consolation try.”


Flagging Fortune
Under the above heading in his Files last Saturday, there was a diatribe from the red scarf bloke denouncing the history of our country as it is represented on our flag. He doesn’t like the union jack there and is pretty painful about how he beats on (or off?) about it. Since I’ve got a voice, I’ll offer another opinion. The connection to England is a significant part of our very short history, whether you like it or not. In a couple of hundred years when the colonisation of Australia by England will be roughly twice as long ago, our historic connection to England will still be significant. I’m not keen to change our flag based on some people not being happy about including another country’s flag within ours, which apart from just not liking English things is, I gather, the opinion from the red hanky. 

 

Finding the Soul in Subbies
While on a ranting roll, I would like to point out that Subbies is not grass roots rugby. The grass roots of professional rugby are of course juniors and there is a well documented “pathway”. The Talent Identification Scheme has 15 yos in squads getting special training and attention. Most of these young men find themselves in fancy schools but hopefully there is still a chance for a kid through his village club.


So if Subbies isn’t grass roots, what is it? Unless you are making the decisions in a big company about corporate hospitality (& rugby is a great option here, just contact www.sxsm.com.au) a Subbies guy or girl is not too relevant to professional rugby. Just another punter. And in Subbies land, there is more spent on each of League and Aussie rules tickets than rugby (source: OOMA). 
I reckon the blokes in the 200 odd teams across 50 + clubs in NSW Subbies could be of tremendous value to professional rugby in Sydney as a supporter base and more, the soul. Currently Subbies is the lost soul of the Tahs and Wallabies.

 

Having said that, I notice that Robbie and Ewen have made massive changes which encourage their players to maintain an understanding of how a club (not “The Club” of Wallabies) works. There are Super 15 guys who have not played a season for a club but before Robbie D we had many guys who didn’t even have a club! If you are part of most rugby clubs, you have to take your turn on the barbie, get gear in and out yourself and even pay fees and for gear. The community spirit and life lessons and experience gained from connection to a well run club is very powerful. Maybe Subbies clubs can return to be a worthwhile support to our super and national teams. Part of the soul?

 

Talking of the Pinnacle Team
The drought for Wallaby teams in Auckland has been well documented and thanks to Angry Walton of AAP I mentioned last week that James O’Connor wasn’t born last time we won there. Angry added: “Beale, Cooper, Ioane, McCabe and Genia – virtually the whole backline, except 2 yo Ashley-Cooper weren’t born either! And several forwards too” 

 

Pommy Cycle Crazies
They are in Australia and on our coast. Two Poms are cycling from Twickenham to the RWC and trying to help develop rugby in needy areas as they go. They have caught up with many hundreds of clubs and rugger people along the way and when in Sydney are keen to hear from more. Check out:  

http://www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com/home.php
Free 
Join me as we meet Jodie and Tom on Wednesday evening 17th of August at the Rugby Club (Crane Place – it’s bloody good!)! They will be talking for a few minutes about their travels and then you get to buy them a beer!

 
Twit Bits
Iain Payten (@iainpayten)30/07/11 5:11 PM
Here is that full Wallabies music playlist as promised. http://tinyurl.com/3j8b5j4
 

Overheard – a prayer from a Mantis
"Dear Lord, please don't let her eat my head afterward. Amen."

 
Classic Brian Doyle
Cadel is the world’s most famous cyclist, but his wife just left him for a guy with a car.  
 
Dad Humour
During a performance at a concert hall in Bermuda last night, the man playing the triangle disappeared.
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10,000 Beers, Write a Report for Me, On the Waves, Ammo, Cliché Free, Overheard, Dad Humour, 

 
What Club Wouldn’t Like 10,000 beers?
Live theatre may not usually be your go – but 10,000 beers might be a good earner for your club. It’s a play and if you get 20 people or more, they’ll kick back $5 per ticket to your club (might only buy 2 dozen beers but it’s something!). This from playwright and rugby journo and media manager, Alex Broun: “I've poured all my experience in Rugby tours over the years into a new play - 10,000 Beers - a comedy which plays at Darlinghurst Theatre in September-October. The play tells the story of the Panorama Pirates, a club team from Adelaide, who come to Sydney on their end of season tour. Waratahs and Wallabies prop Benn Robinson is on board as Rugby Consultant. 

Darlinghurst Theatre is offering the special Rugby Club price of $30 per head – and if you organise a group of over 20 people, they’ll give you a cashback of $5 per ticket. You need to book your group by Monday, 15 August. Contact Alex Barber at the Darlinghurst Theatre on alex@darlinghursttheatre.com or call 02 9331 3107.

Calling all Gun Match Reporters 
I know “Hodgie’s Bits” are pretty bloody good, and it may be a bit daunting to see your paltry effort alongside mine, but it would be great to get some reporting of matches from you, the amateur unwashed! Get a reputation now, cos apart from free entry to finals games, there are probably really crap prizes on offer for entertaining stuff.

 
On the Waves
Not much on the field in Sydney’s wettest July since 1950 when so many ovals were closed last Saturday – in fact just one normal round between clubs went ahead – plus some semis:


1st Div
There was to be just one game, but ….. none.

 

2nd Div 
All games postponed

 
3rd Div
Just the one fixture went ahead, and UWSH may have wished it didn’t, going down in all four grades to Petersham. The loss in first grade may open the door for Balmain to take the fourth (and last semi) spot from them, but UWSH will be planning to close the door again when the two clubs meet next week at Blackmore. 

 

From Jeff Lachlere: There was plenty of wild weather in the inner city during the week, and Petersham came out to the College probably expecting a calmer scene but instead were hit by a UWS football hurricane of sorts, as the Blood and Mustards came out fired up, and played some blistering attacking Rugby to storm their way to a 10-0 lead in even time. However, Shammies gradually began to regain composure, secured more possession, and with better defence, gradually wore their way back into the match, and on the back of a whale of a game from Dan O’Meara, and some great goal kicking from Tim Lehenhan, they ended up with a 30-22 victory, but the home team certainly gave it all and lost no friends in the process. The wet weather is the last thing that Waverley ,Blue Mountains, and Balmain need at this crucial stage of the season, but on the same subject spare a thought for Hawkesbury Valley who travelled all the way down  to Waverley Oval ,only to have their game cancelled on arrival, at least  the Valleys boys would have enjoyed the afternoon pub crawl home!.Saturdays round 16 standout match is the great clash at Blackmore Park between Balmain and UWS, the Uni boys come to the big smoke on the back of some great form, and if they are to make the semis they must win at the expense of their opponents, but it isn’t going to be easy against a fresh Balmain side, and the match promises to be an absorbing game of Rugby.


Radford Cup (Colts)
The semi finals to be played at Davo Phil were moved west and in the major this may have given a local advantage to minor premiers Hawkesbury Valley, but the senior teams from their opponents, Petersham were playing at the same venue, so it was probably squared up. Not on the scoreboard though, as Petersham earned the week off with an 18-5 win.

In the minor semi, Balmain finished Roseville’s season 34-18. 

So Balmain meet Hawkesbury Valley next week at Wills at 12 for the right to meet Petersham in the GF.

 

4th Div
The round was cancelled so it’s straight into the semis next week. The players who are paid either just burned up some dough, or had an increase in average per game income. Rouse Hill and Rockdale, thanks for 2011 – get on the cans, boys.

The winner of the major who earns a week off will now have to be extra mindful of cobwebs from lack of game time. The annual discussion about whether it is best to keep momentum of games or rest sore bodies is no doubt hotting up with the usual oscillation of opinion determined by your team’s ladder status.

 

5th Div
Another whole round cancelled. Clubs are worse off from missing income from home game bar and BBQ and players don’t get a discount on annual fees. Maybe mothers, wives and kids are winners ……. Nup – noone!

So onto the semis this week, and Chatswood, thanks for the year.

Lane Cove are still going in 1sts and Notre Dame in 2s.

 

6th Div
The semis had to go ahead so they were moved to higher ground at UWSH.

The top teams had a rest and meet next week in the major semi.

Roseville outlasted a few clubs who were aiming for the 6th spot and had the knockout semi of death against the 3rd placed Clovelly. They took the game up to the more fancied opponents and snuck in 16-15. Well done Roseville!

In the other elimination semi, Randwick would have been second but lost points for poor discipline, so instead of a week off, faced the ever improving Dundas Valley Vikings. The Vikings lost to Randwick when they met during the year, but won the semi 35-24. Bye bye Randwick, and for Dundas, hello Roseville, next week. I am tipping Dundas to win through to the GF on August 13th and lose narrowly to Redfield. 

 

Dad’s still a great bloke!
Last week, I wrongly reported that the Trytime Rugby recruitment company’s subbies connection, Mike Cross was retired. My jibe was too late, He had already been coerced into dragging on the boots which coincidentally (?) coincided with a return to the success beverage bar for the black and blues. The Knox lads have notched up 4 from 6 since the halfback come fly half’s return! Goodonya Crossie, and to him and all I repeat – YOU ARE A LONG TIME RETIRED!!!

 

Bryn Broken
As much as I endorse the idea of playing as long as your body will let you, I have to acknowledge that there is always a risk of injury and thoughts go out to past pres of Knox, Bryn R who busted his ankle in 3s. Right there is possibility of a big weight blowout if I ever saw one! Stay trim Bryn!

 

Ammo for Rugby Events to Come
Just a heads up for those partnered with a non rugger type; start getting your strategies in place. There are end of season celebration (whether cos it’s over, or you’ve done well) events to come, as well as test series building to RWC. You’ll need some brownie points, some convincing stories (convince them not you!), an escape route/strategy or two and strong will. Here’s a response for you: “You men are all the same” – “well why did it take you so long to choose me?!!” – on second thoughts, that might not be too successful.

 

Fair Dinkum and Cliché Free
I mentioned last week how impressed I was when I saw Robbie Deans speak at a function (for free to help a bloke who broke his neck playing rugby). I’ve found another Wallaby who is cliché free, fair dinkum and extremely likable. Beau (“bins”) Robinson (you may have seen me on the Teev sitting next to him at the test) was remarkably generous with his time, attention and signatures. Well done binsy!!! 

BTW, the nickname comes from a tat. I gather he has robinson tattooed across his back and when he wears a singlet you can’t see the first or last two letters = bins.

 

On our gold heroes, what a great win against the South Africans! There’s no doubt that things are just going to get harder from here with our next test at Auckland. Last time we won there, James O’Connor wasn’t even born!! (Thx to Angry Walton of AAP for this interesting fact.) 

 

And this from Nick Farr-Jones after the games last Saturday “Australia has the best backline in world rugby”.  

 

Back In My Day
I didn’t feel any love with the “Back In MY Day” parts of my Bits and it made me just sound like a cranky old bastard, but back in my day we wore white laces and black boots. The white laces have long gone and now coloured boots seem all the rage. Interesting that adi are gaining some publicity with discussion over the detch about suitability of bright boots with their otherwise black uniform. Get over it – they are here to stay!

 

Still Down the List Nationally
Rugby might be top of our minds (me, Editor Richo & our reader) but it is far from on the map around the country. While the sport may have made good ground in Perth and Melbourne, channel nine elected to delay their Test telecast in those cities opting for: The Cat in the Hat!

 
Twit Bits
RUPA (@RUPAnews)
22/07/11 10:58 AM
Can download the RWC schedule into Outlook - very handy - http://t.co/WuBdL9T
 
Swing It Wide?
Why would you say “swing it” rather than “spin it” wide? I noticed that a lot of yarpies say swing it wide (in their aggressive abuse of their team when losing). Swing it? Really?

 

Season’s Over, but the Giving Goes On
From Nick Pfitzner (wouldn’t mind that in Words With Friends!): “ As you'll be short on Bits this week due to wet weather, I thought I'd better give an update on the Rouse Hill Renegades. We were hopeful of cracking the $100K mark before season's end. The committee announced two totals to add to the official funds raised since we last updated earlier in the year. A local teen, Blake Nixon, was seriously injured in a car accident just before Christmas last year. In conjunction with our major sponsor, the Ettamogah Pub, we've raised $5000 to assist him and his family with recovery. Our 2010 Christmas charity bucket collection at the Ettamogah Pub nabbed just over $1000 from the generous patrons, and combined with a similar amount from our Xmas Wishing Tree at the Pub, we've raised over $37,000 for The Children's Hospital at Westmead since we started in 2007. All the details (including a link to Blake's story) can be found at: http://renegades.net.au/index.php?pageid=5 Despite a tough year on the field, we're still punching well above our weight when it comes to helping others, and we'll be back even stronger in 2012.”

 

Spotted
Saw a bloke using a payphone. I can only assume he was being told where to deliver the ransom money.

 

Overheard from a Dyslexic Owl
HOW

 

Dad Humour
I love my comfy bed so much that every night I sleep with it under my pillow
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Deaf Rugby, Ron Graham Yarn, Robbie D Quoted, Wanna be a Reporter? On the Field, Twit Bits, Overheard, Dad Humour 

 

First 2011 Premiership Decided – gawn East
NSW Suburban Rugby (@subbiesrugby) 13/07/11 9:05 PM
U85kg Rugby GF played tonight. @EastsRugby 22 bt @HHRUFC 10. Well done @efrawley & all the U85kg boys at Easts - back to back premierships!

 
Calling all Jimmy Olsens who want to be Clark Kent (don’t they all?)
As we get to the pointy end, it would be great to get some eye witness reports of finals games. Please send in your reports to me (I promise not to edit too heavily (although no promises about Richo)).

If you send the best report on a finals game, the union will give you free entry to the next week’s final to report on that too. There is a very strong likelihood of other prizes for good pieces, too.

 

Where’s Your Buccaneer? 
From Michael Conroy, president of Deaf Rugby Australia: “We have a small number of deaf players in Sydney who have been involved in subbies rugby for years. About 6 deaf players played with Burraneer way back in 2002 and at the time we played in the deaf rugby world cup in NZ and finished 3rd out of 4 teams. Other countries couldn’t afford to send teams but today there are many deaf countries that have formed and are eager to play internationally.

This year Bob Rangi (St. George 1st grade coach) said come down have a run and I instantly recognized that St. George was the club for us. I managed to coax 7 deaf players to have a run with the Saints. We are from all over Sydney - Baulkham hills, Kellyville, Parramatta, Eastwood, Kogarah, Caringbah and we have known each other since early days and travelled all over the world together. 

I formed Deaf Rugby Australia “silent knights” and we are fundraising to go to Japan to play the Japanese Deaf Rugby Typhoons in November. We have 17 players confirmed for the Japan tour. I’ve decided to work with St. George on getting more deaf rugby players for next season and we are always on the lookout. They could be deaf in one ear or both, industrial deafness, cochlear implants, hard of hearing, etc. As long as the db levels of their deafness is 25% or more, they qualify to play. Not all the players use sign language - a lot of them talk normally. A lot of players play on instinct and follow the pattern of play, so it’s not rocket science for us.


Jerseys at Auction
As the Great Twit said:
NSW Suburban Rugby (@subbiesrugby) 15/07/11 4:58 PM
Big money raised for @petershamrugby at today's big lunch. And also for big hearted Ben Kende. Well done Shammies! http://t.co/WwcX1zu
The Shammies auctioned a current signed Wallaby jersey and the ARU president was commenting how as memorabilia, they no longer hold as much value – maybe there should be a reserve set by the ARU. Then Ron Graham told this great yarn “My wife had all my Australian jerseys nicely framed and they hang in our house at Bong Bong. We were back at the house after a big day at the races one year and Peter Provan saw the jerseys and commented to my wife “Geez, your husband has bid at a lot of auctions!!!”

 
Great Night, Thanks For Asking
I was also fortunate to be at Ben Kende’s big fundraiser on Saturday night where Matt Burke and Robbie Deans (when he was still popular) spoke. Some Robbie D gems:

“Playing the game (of rugby) you make friends with people you compete intensely against”

On coaching super rugby: “I was lucky enough to be part of a group who had some success”

“Two things distract you; success and failure”

“Kurtley Beale will be involved in a lot of historic moments – he’s one of those guys”

About winning the RWC; “until you get it done, it’s just an idea”

Also at the function was Didy Meagher who has had a tough year or so battling the big C (successfully it seems) and mourning the loss at too young an age of her father, the Manly rugby identity. Didy is getting married on 22nd of October and she asked Robbie "can you please win on the 23rd so my honeymoon isn't a disaster?" Robbie’s answer was simply that "it is good to have reasons". Best wishes Didy!

 
Talking of Great Twits
Being popular on Twitter is like sitting at the cool table in the cafeteria at a mental hospital.


On the Field
1st Div
Colleagues only just pipped 3rd placed Campbelltown last Saturday (18-17) which gives them the chance to overtake Drummoyne and move into first place for the first time this year. They are the only game in Kentwell (vs Beecroft) this wet weather catch up week. 

Sunday there is a veritable festival of rugby at Drummoyne Oval to celebrate the naming of the new stand after Greg Davis. They’ll sting you $15 to get in to see games starting with the little ‘uns at 10.30 moving to an oldies game; Vintage Reds v a mayor’s mob. There is a stack of colourful sporting and other identities playing including a dozen ex Wallabies. The day climaxes with a Drummoyne invitational team taking on Sydney at 2.30.

 

2nd Div 
Briars beast Forest 18-12 last week; a result which probably secures them the major semi spot against Hunters Hill. Forest in third will need to beat Hunters Hill this week to remain a chance for the top semi.

The Hunters juggernaut continues in colts as they maintained their lossless record 73-zip v Oatley. 

 

3rd Div
Lalchere: “What another top game of Rugby between the two sides that have dominated the comp all season up at a not so chilly Lapstone Oval under lights! The Mountain men took the honours in the first spell, but the second half saw them having to stand up to raid after raid from the Shammies who dominated territory and were particularly lethal at the break down. The Blues with limited possession were still able to shoot away to 27-16 lead with ten to go and as expected Petersham rose to the challenge in style. When Dave Tuckshop Lenehan’s conversion attempt went over the black dot at the 78th minute it looked all over with the Shammies up by three. Somehow from the kickoff, the Mountains got their hands on the ball and with man of the match Alex Pinson in full cry the ball went wide for hooker Nev Linford to score in the corner on the bell for a 32-30 victory. These two teams are destined to meet in the major semi and perhaps again in the Grand Final – there is plenty of great rugby to come!

Next Saturday, the in-form UWSH host Petersham at the College and the home team are on a roll having won four in a row. Expecting centre Sione Feiloaknau-Fetuani who is fine form to help make the difference, the Blood and Mustards are confident of causing the upset.

Another big game is at Somerville Oval where Epping Rams will be putting their season on the line when they host Balmain. Balmain is just 1 comp point out of the four and Epping 6 points, so both sides really need the points on offer - it should be a real tough encounter.”

Radford Cup (Colts)
It is the first finals week for these guys and in the major, minor premiers Hawkesbury Valley meet Petersham who led for most of the year, but now haven’t had a win since June.

In the minor semi Roseville, who were equal with Petersham but came third on the count back, meet Balmain.

 

4th Div
There’s one more week before the semis and last Saturday was a preview of those semi final games with Brothers just pipping Merrylands 57-donut, at their veterans day. St George, the big talkers of this division, went down to Macquarie Uni after beating them comfortably in their other two matches this year. A wise person once told me that there is only one game that counts as far as premierships go. Brothers and Macquarie Uni both won second grades but went down in thirds, both narrowly.

 
5th Div
In a boilover Sydney Harlequins only scored 8 points (to nil) in their win against Canterbury to remain undefeated – but still retain their 50+ point scoring average. One more week to the semis, can the quins close out the year with three more wins???? 

 

6th Div
It’s semi final time in the Meldrum Cup and the top two teams get the week off before meeting each other in the second finals week – that’s Redfield and Maccabi. There are two elimination semis this week, where 3 plays 6 (Clovelly v Roseville) and 4 plays 5 (Dundas v Randwick).

Clovelly beat Roseville 26-25 when they met through the year and while they have two more wins, they have scored 100 less points. Roseville will no doubt be throwing caution away like a mouldy mouthguard and hoping their adventurous style will get them through.

Randwick had points deducted for excessive send offs and this may prove costly as they would have come second and had a week off. (There’s a warning for clubs with poor discipline.) Instead, they face elimination against Dundas although Randwick won 20 to 12 when they met during the year.

 

Dad’s a Great Bloke Though!
You’ll see a link on the home page of the website to some info about Trytime rugby recruitment. Give Mike Cross a holler if you’re looking for players or if you’re a player looking for a spot. You can overlook the facts that he is a Kiwi, has a brother called Twinkie, is a Knox rugby guy, and an early retirer who’s taken up coaching too young.

 

Twit Bits
Iain Payten (@iainpayten) 16/07/11 8:44 AM
Guess we shouldn't have sent our B plane RT @FSNEWS_RUGBY: Qantas Engine failure sends Springboks home http://bit.ly/nIQGaU #rugby
 

Rugby Onslaught (@Rugbyonslaught) 11/07/11 6:05 AM
Statistics say that 33% of us live next door to a paedophile. Not me, I live next door to two stunning 14-year-olds. #bam
  
Overheard from a Woman Rugby Player
Periods. A lot of ovary acting.

 

Dad Humour
When someone asks for feedback, I make that microphone noise
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Queensland Haven’t Quite Won Everything
Thank heavens for Coach Grippo and his NSW Subbies squad who had a successful mission to Queensland and came home with the Barraclough shield.

 

Delivering the Seed
Next Sunday is the first test in this RWC year and is preceded by Rugby’s Ecumenical Service at 10am at Cathy Freeman Park opposite ANZ stadium. I thought I should clarify that ecumenical service is not the passing of Nick Farr-Jones to Mark Ella. It is a non-denominational church service and will be attended by Nick Farr Jones.

 

Undefeated
8 teams, and only one club with two. See below 

 

On the Field
1st Div
In Kentwell Cup Barker coming third last, knocked off comp leaders Drummoyne 16-12. Colleagues, coming second, held out Mosman in fourth 34-22. St Pats are coming home fast and keen to sneak into the four. Last Saturday they faced a test against third placed Campbelltown – and whomped them 50 nil! St Pats host Drummoyne next Saturday and will be keen for that test, too. St Pats Barbour Cup boys are the only undefeated team in First Division and Drummoyne in third place on the table will have a strong crack at them this week.

 

2nd Div 
In Barraclough all went to form last week as the top teams start to focus on the bigger prize at the end. This week 2 plays 3 with the winner likely to meet Hunters Hill in the major semi and have a “second chance” so Briars at home to Forest is the place to be.

There are two undefeated teams in division two – UNSW in Stockdale and Hunters Hill in colts. 

 

3rd Div
Lalchere: “The first round encounter of the Clark Cup top of the table teams Petersham and Blue Mountains was thrilling and their second round clash has been eagerly awaited. While Saturday’s game under lights at Lapstone Oval still deserves top billing, the form of Blue Mountains over the last fortnight has taken a bit of gloss off proceedings. The Shammies have been on fire winning seven straight including last time out a Greg Price inspired thrashing of Hawkesbury Valley. There is no doubt they will start warm favourites in the icy game where a win could wrap up the minor premiership. The Mountain Men are going to have to lift and if Grant Opie produces his best the first grade clash at 6.30 will be a classic!

Another whale of a game is scheduled for Waverley Oval, where the home team host defending premiers Balmain. The loser will be under pressure for the last semi spot from UWSH who are in a purple patch.”

 

There are two undefeated teams in third division – Petersham in the Campbell and Nicholson Cups

 

4th Div
There’s two rounds to go and the McLean Cup positions are now set. Brothers will be minor premiers and (probably) the only undefeated team in this division. They will meet Merrylands in the major semi and meet them this week in a “teaser”. Third placed St George beat Merrylands last week and will fancy themselves as “worth a lazy 20 at good odds”. St George meet Macquarie Uni this Saturday in another “teaser” of the minor semi on 30th July.

It will be the same semi final match ups in second grade Grose Cup with nothing between the top 3 – evidenced by the 12-12 result between top team Merrylands and third placed St George last Saturday. 

In 3rd grade Walker Cup, St George lead but went down 19-21 to Merrylands last Saturday. Those two teams at the top are followed by daylight, but the minor semi will (probably) be between Convicts (never to win a NSWSRU finals game) and Brothers.

 
5th Div
In first grade Jeffrey Cup the top three teams all won. Sydney Harlequins are a street and mile ahead – and are undefeated and it is a question of “by how much” in the major semi on 30th July and the GF two weeks later on 13th August.

Second Grade Noice Cup is a completely different situation with any of the top four real chances when the nerves jangle in the big games. 

 

6th Div
Just one more round to go before the semis! Redfield are undefeated. The finals are contested by the top six and 4 points out of the top group are Dee Why and Buraneer who both have what should be easy games this week. They will hope that Roseville might stumble in their last regular season game against Savers who have just three wins this year, but are known to pull out a big one for a keg at the surf club or a jeroboam or two at Manly Wine. 

In week one of the semis, Redfield and the second placed team get a rest. Maccabi, currently in second play Randwick this week and a Randwick win could see them with a week off. But I don’t think so.

I reckon Dundas will end up in third (even after a probable loss this Saturday to Redfield) and they play the 6th placed team – Roseville.

This leaves 4th and 5th to play which would be Randwick vs Clovelly 1st XV. 

Complicated, I know and quite a bit depends on this last round’s results but here is the summary.

Finals series week 1 is 23rd July

Ladder positions 1 and 2 have a week off. HHH prediction – Redfield and Maccabi

Ladder position 3 plays Ladder position 6. HHH prediction - Dundas v Roseville

Ladder positions 4 and 5 play. HHH prediction Randwick v Clovelly 1st XV

 

BitsMan Banter
Last week, Canterbury played Notre Dame and there was some email banter among Old Cantabrians like Bob Gamble: ”the match up has a magical ring about it, Canterbury v Notre Dame, if we were in Europe it would hint at the reformation, The Archbishop v The Pope. Now back in the days when it was still fun to be a tongue in cheek bigot, before the politically correct brigade emerged, we out at UNSW Rugby used to have an end of season game, the club Protestants v the Catholics (bigots v hypocrites) all decked out in orange or green jerseys, where all backs had to play in the forwards, and pigs out wide in the backs, a holy man, the Reverend Nolus O'Haydon arbitrating and all players suitably anointed with the amber nectar at the frequent breaks and breakdowns.  Is this Saturday's Canterbury v Notre Dame along those lines or is it more the Duke of Wellington v Napoleon.  
 

From Matt McIntyre of Brothers (nee CBOBs): “this weekend it is our Vets day and reunion for the Brothers and CBOBs sides from 81, 84, 86, 90, ’04 and ’10. We have a bus doing a shuttle service from The Chase to the Orchard Tav after 1st grade has finished. The subbies office has kindly granted us access to the trophies and the Stockdale, Barraclough, Clarke and Nicholson cups will be on display. In addition to all of this, we have a new set of Jumpers that 1st grade will be wearing as a one off. These will be auctioned at the completion of the game, and all profits from this auction will go to the Call to Arms charity.” I wonder what the security guards cost to guard the trophies??? (and do they wear white or blue gloves??)


Twitterati
Welcome Blacktown rugby to the twitterati and thanks for this sort of tweet: 

Blacktown R.U.F.C. (@BlacktownRugby) 9/07/11 5:24 PM
Thanks @Hodgiehodge. Home to kings old boys. Colts lost 0 - 28 (forfeit) / 4s lost 10 - 17 / 3s lost 12 - 26 / 2s won 5 - 0 / 1s won 51 - 0


The Subbies and Old Iggies twitterers are also good. I don’t know how many are like me, but I love getting score updates and sometimes brief commentary during Saturday from all the rugby around Sydney (and for me around other cities, too).

 

Twit Bits
Rove McManus (@Rove1974) 9/07/11 10:41 AM
I wonder if Marco Polo thought after 25yrs exploring Asia & meeting Kublai Khan his lasting legacy would be kids yelling his name in a pool?

 

Matthew Thomas (@Matty_T24) 9/07/11 12:30 PM
Lindfield question Colties age. 'I can't even get into pubs' replies Iggies Colt.

 
NSW Suburban Rugby (@subbiesrugby) 5/07/11 11:06 PM
Ref abuse is dumb, dumb, dumb for @subbiesrugby clubs: Teams now lose 2 comp points (& CC points) if a player is found guilty of ref abuse

 

The Rugby Club (@SydneyRugbyClub) 7/07/11 8:13 AM
#RugbyQuote: "The only pain in rugby is regret"- Unknown

 

From Fitz Files
“Danny Cipriani: "If I was walking down the street with my mum, I would be linked with her if people didn't know who she was.'' You're quite right, Danny. Out here in the land of the little people we rarely talk of anything else other than your love life.” 

I think Fitzy missed the point. Cippers is saying that his mum is a good sort.

 

''A lot less washing for one thing.''Darren Lockyer's wife, Loren, when asked what his retirement would mean to her.

 
Overheard from a Five-Eighth
Just got my penis enlarger which I paid $300 for. Nothing in the box except a magnifying glass - not happy! 

 

Dad Humour
The other day I was in a cemetery and I watched 6 Pallbearers walk around in circles for three hours with a coffin on their shoulders. I thought to myself, "Those guys have lost the plot!"
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Tea Leaves, Must Read, Ben Kende, On the Field, Refs & Food, Half-time Talks, Twit Bits 
 
The Story So Far …
The Rouse Hill Renegades are having a challenging year. From the 40 players who played in GFs for them last year, only 10 remain in their move up a div and from a 2 to a 3 team club. Then, their goal posts were stolen. The $3K replacement cost is not insignificant, but not really a problem for the well managed and financially strong club. Except a series of issues delayed their “posting” and the poor buggers didn’t have a home game at home til mid year.

I recently found out that other goalposts have been stolen in the area! The Nor West Junior rugby club also had their posts stolen. But cop this! When they were just about ready to turn on the lights in the four power poles at their new oval they discovered that the cabling to the top of each of the towers was – wait for it - … stolen! $30K worth of cables ripped out!

PS 
The name of the new oval for the Norwest junior rugby club covers a few bases about what to call a stadium – “Glenwood Park Drive Reserve”.

 

If the Head Twit at Subbies Says it’s Compulsory …
NSW Suburban Rugby (@subbiesrugby) 3/07/11 12:34 PM
Must read article from @ewen_mckenzie   http://t.co/z4OpHtg   "community rugby .. the engine behind the Reds"

 

Ben Kende
I was glad Fitz noted this function in his files last week “Ben Kende. There will be a fund-raiser for the former junior rugby star - who is now wheelchair bound - at the Royal Motor Yacht Club in Newport on July 16 with Robbie Deans and Matt Burke in attendance. Go to benkende.com for more details.” I’ll be there – thanks to mother Joan Hodge for taking a table – and I note that Ben is also a special guest at Petersham Rugby Club’s lunch on July 15th where they will pass the bucket to raise a few bucks for him. Remarkable young man who is dealing with a tough situation admirably! Check out this: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dx059bzvE7I Help him if you can! Maybe other clubs could pass a bucket at their lunches or other functions? Ring me and I can put you in touch with his support crew.

 

On the Field
1st Div
The Kentwell “trains” of Drummoyne and Colleagues continue to smash anything in their path and seem destined for a Kentwell Cup showdown collision!

Before Saturday, Campbelltown would have fancied their chances at securing their first ever Kentwell, but were bashed at home 8-35 by Drummoyne. Campbelltown remain in third. 

Fourth placed Mosman beat 5th placed St Pats 27-15 and now lead them by 7 points. St Pats meet Campbelltown this week and will hope they don’t bounce back too hard after their last outing’s loss. If St Pats can win that one, they’ll hope Colleagues will be too good for Mosman this week so the Strathfield boys remain in contention for a finals position.

 

2nd Div  
Top of the table Barraclough clash at Rothwell and it was a delicious draw! Briars seemed to gain ascendency in the forwards and Hunters Hill in the backs and it went to the wire with the Hillies knocking over a penalty goal right on stumps to make it 28-28. This was after attacking the Briars line for the last 10 minutes with 14 men and refusing shots at goal. Hunters scored 4 tries, but their first -  from a stupid fumble - and last, when Briars didn’t mark up on a wide blind 10 out, were extremely soft, and Briars would count on not letting those in again. On the other hand, Briars were able to spoil a massive volume of ball at the base of scrums and I’m sure that will be fixed by Hunters’ brains trust. 

The top four seems set with 5th, 6th and 7th placed teams all losing on Saturday. Well done to the Saints for their first win in Barraclough this year!

  

3rd Div
It’s ended. Blue Mountains Clark Cup team had the loss they had to have. UWSH plucked the win at home with a bonus point and will look to repeat the dose on Waverly this week to forge closer to a semi final spot. Waverly of course will have other ideas and put Epping away easily last weekend 38-7. Balmain are currently holding onto fourth spot by 1 but won’t be succumbing that too easily as they defend their premiership.

The talk of my regulars Lalchere and Kilby was the meeting of their clubs:

Lalchere: “The Mountain Men crashed to their first defeat of the season at the hands of a home side who deserved the crucial victory which keeps them right in the picture for a semi spot. Saturday they will be looking to do it all again, and will need to, playing host to Waverley, but if the likes of Mat Brewer and Sione Feiloakitau-Fetuani can reproduce the kind of form shown against the Mountain Men ,who can deny them of being a good chance of making it two high profile victims in a row. Meanwhile, Blue Mountains travel to Sommerville Oval one point ahead of the Shammies at the top of the table, knowing they have to defeat an unpredictable ”must win” Epping Rams side, not only to get back on track, but also to help boost their mental preparations for the huge clash under lights the following Saturday against Petersham at Lapstone Oval.”

Kilby: “What a weekend from Hawkesbury Ag! “We'll drink to blood and mustard, Hawkesbury the brave!” was sung loud and the boys drank proud after winning the top 3 grades over the mountain men. After a tight game in Nicholson, HAC took the spoils in Campbell and a strong defensive effort got the Farrant boys over the line, keeping Blueys to nil after copping the same treatment before to win 17-0. The major upset of the day - and the season - was the result in Clark Cup, with HAC doing what no club has done this season, recording a 29-22 bonus point win over the previously undefeated Blue Mountains. Hawkesbury scored 4 tries in the 2nd half, racing out to a 29-15 lead with 2 tries to Jeff Ryan, 1 to man of the match Gibbs and 1 to Daniel Levitt. As tempers flared a bit, skipper Sam Palmer showed great leadership to control his team. He was commended by the ref, as was Mat Brewer, who picked up the 3 ref’s points. This performance will hopefully lift the students as they look to pick up a 3rd win in a row, as they come up against a well positioned Waverley, who make their first trip to College Oval in 10 years.”


4th Div
In McLean it all went to script and the week after next will be a semi final preview. Finals games start after three more rounds – and that’s when it counts. 

In Walker Cup St George remain undefeated and beat the fast rising Convicts last Saturday 19-0.

 

5th Div
In Jeffrey, the only question is who will meet Harlequins in the GF, so the result on Saturday was very interesting. Fairvale whomped Canterbury 49-10. I mentioned last week that the Canterbury wheels were about to come off – but a great win to Fairvale, nonetheless. Can they go on and challenge Harlequins? They meet them in the last round before the semis on 23rd July but there’s just one game that really counts.

 

6th Div
Redfield remain undefeated with just two rounds to go, but Randwick may have shown them to be fallible going down just 16-18 on Saturday. All the other games went to form and the top 6 seems set. 

 

Refs and Food ….
I previously mentioned a ref “mate” (yep) of mine who wants to hear about who has the best food. I would think John Salisbury would want to remain anonymous, so no names, but: “well .... the BBQ at Hills was pumping out the good stuff. The 3rd grade ref only had 2 Bacon Egg Sausages (he's been on a diet)”

 

Half Time Talks
We’ve all heard some crackers. Usually they’re delivered standing up in the middle of one end of the field. The fancy teams go to the “sheds” (apparently). Old Iggies got a corker from their 4th grade coach Steve Naughton last Saturday who was preparing to play in the 3rd grade game. The Juddies’ half time strategy and motivation oration was delivered from the physio table while the coach was getting strapped! I’ll bet Steve doesn’t want to play too much more third grade. After losing on Saturday, they are six points out of the top four. Fourth grade won and are just one point away. 

 

Twit Bits
Wasn’t sure whether or what to comment here; going this way: Harden Up Beiber Boy!!!! – you are an important part of our RWC chances and we don’t need you worrying about an outfit (“outfit”!!!) for a function! And if you have to worry about it – don’t tell anyone!

James O'Connor (@JamesOConnor832) 1/07/11 3:22 PM
Wats going on tweeps?? Bout to head into Claremont for last min shop- still don't have outfit for our Force end of year awards night aah

 

And can somebody tell the kid not to let people know he's having flower baths!!! Whatever that is. 

James O'Connor (@JamesOConnor832) 4/07/11 10:58 PM
Been a full on day- went to Illuwatu temple n chilled with the monkeys then had unreal massage n spa flower bath ha then dinner at Ku De Ta

 

Wil Anderson (@Wil_Anderson) 1/07/11 7:07 AM
Rabbi claims he was "set-up" in sex scandal. Can't wait for the headline Who Framed Rogering Rabbi?

 

BrothersRugbySydney (@brothersrugby) 28/06/11 9:22 PM
Congratulations to Enda who played his 200th game for Brothers on Saturday. Congratulations Enda

 

OK to Think This?
I saw an article where a 93 yo bloke is marrying an 87 yo woman – I thought; that’s not going to last!

 

Overheard from Team Manager
God, I hate waiting in lines. I wish this woman would hurry up and pick a suspect.

 

(Nerdy) Dad Humour
I once threw a rock 5,280 feet... it was a milestone.
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Edited!, JG & Wallabies, On the Field, Bitsman Banter, Twitbits, Overheard, Dad humour
 

Subbies Wine Club
Just click here, or on the Wine Club button on the Subbies home page, to access some great deals on wine. Nominate your club at purchase and they get $10 per case. Too easy. 

 

Edited!
I have been appreciative of some sub-editing from the subbies office on Hodgie’s Bits which in their opinion has made the Bits better. [Gee, you certainly sound REALLY appreciative - Ed.]  But ... now I am getting smart cracks under the guise of “editor’s” notes! Bit rude, but what can I do? [Very little - Ed.]
 

Even the Bloodnut is in there!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JfJDfU-NW8U&feature=youtu.be
 

On the Field
1st Div
It is doable, but in Kentwell Knox are 14 points away from 4th and unlikely to make the semis for the first time in a drunk’s memory. They must be ruing their poor start because they are starting to play some good footy under their new coaching set up and soundly beat St Pats on Saturday which put St Pats out of the four. 

At the top of the table, Drummoyne and Colleagues continued with solid wins but Campbelltown had a close call with a 25-23 win over Beecroft.

 

2nd Div  

Hunters racked up their biggest score this year in Barraclough with tries shared between 8 players including four to winger Dan Casa. 

Blacktown scored a solid win against Oatley (47-12) and leapfrogged them into 5th. They are still 13 behind UNSW in 4th but play them this week for a chance to catch up 5 points.

 

3rd Div
Waverly again ran out of steam late in their Clark Cup game and let Petersham storm home for a 33 – 26 win to wind up a great day of celebrations at the Shammie gala day. Blue Mountains remain undefeated on top of the comp but both Petersham and Waverly will give them a red hot go late in the year along with Epping, UWSH and Balmain who are battling for the fourth spot. Balmain meets Petersham under lights on Wednesday night.

BitsMan Jeff Lalchere: “Round eleven of Clark Cup Rugby virtually assured what has looked like the probable scenario for most of the season, with victories to Blue Mountains and Petersham over the fourth and third placed teams all but locking them in for a major semi appointment, unless the wheels come off either side in a big way. The Shammies, fresh from a week off, defeated a competitive Waverley by seven at Camperdown, while the Mountain Men had to rise above a horror injury toll during proceedings, to run out impressive winners over Balmain.

 

This Saturday a couple of attractive fixtures will feature the two teams right in the thick of things for a top four spot, Epping and UWS Hawkesbury. The Rams travel to Waverley Oval, and will start underdogs against a Waverley team which has shown the top two sides over the last night fortnight they cannot be left out of premiership calculations. Out at the College, Blue Mountains will be wary of a UWS team which always lift a gear against Mountains especially in the forwards, so players of the calibre of Sam Palmer, Daniel Watson and Mat Brewer will be called upon for their best if the Blood and Mustards are to cause the upset." 


4th Div
The third grade Walker Cup is hotting up with the undefeated leaders St George posting their second draw of the year last Saturday against Brothers. Convicts, late into the comp, continue to surge up the table with a 21-7 win over Merrylands, The Convicts are now equal in second with Merrylands.  

 

5th Div
Harlequins’ 85 points against Chatswood pushes their average points for back over 50 and it is hard to see how they will be headed. Fairvale outlasted Notre Dame 34-33 and take on Canterbury this week. Canterbury are in second but lost to fourth placed Lane Cove 21-36 last Saturday and are looking like their wheels are loose. 

BitsMan Harry Maniatis of Canterbury: “WHAT A DAY & NIGHT!!! An outstanding effort from our 2s but a full strength Lane Cove 1s avenged their round 6 Ladies Day loss & took the honours in a very physical contest! The scenes afterwards at the Huntsbury were memorable & show the true spirit of Subbies rugby! A HUGE thanks to everyone (especially the Lane Cove boys) for coming to the Huntsbury Hotel, to our major sponsor Maritime Container Services (MCS) for shouting EVERYONE (about 50 players & coaches) a few beers & to Col & his staff for letting us take over the hotel! 2s won 41-5 and Bunny's boys were inspiring! Lane Cove were tough opposition but an awesome 2nd half augurs well for next week’s top of the table clash with Fairvale. 1s lost 36-21 - Jerry's boys tried their best but couldn't thwart a great 2nd half from Lane Cove 1s.”

 

6th Div
There is 3 weeks to go before semi finals in this 14 team comp. In the 6 team final series, the top two teams have a week off before playing in the second week. Dundas knocked over previous second placed team Maccabi to replace them there and are really on a roll. The Vikings clinched the vital bonus point with just a couple of minutes to spare when hardworking flanker Jayden Skeet scored in the corner and then converted his try for a 12 point haul. Dundas meet undefeated comp leaders Redfield in the last round and will hope to also meet them in the semi. Maccabi and Randwick will also be striving for the privileged second place and are in range – although Randwick face Redfield this week.

 

BitsMen Banter
Craig Brinnand, Hills: “You missed something in your “Bits” last week. You forgot to tell Hills about Epping getting a bonus point - they did, but only one and just in the nick of time as fulltime was just about up - Hills running out winners 26 (4 tries) – 20 (2 tries). A little different to when the two teams played the wash-out round on the long weekend with a halftime and full time score to Epping 29 - 6.
 
Flanker Shawn Howell played his junior rugby at Hills and started playing seniors in 2002. On Saturday vs Epping, Shawn played his 150th 1st Grade game. After suffering a few injuries over the time he would have achieved his goal last year, only for a broken ankle. One of Hills Rugby’s ”Legends” - Congratulations Shawn. We are all very proud of your achievements.” 


Jarosz: “Ex-Petersham self-proclaimed legend, Netball, came off the bench in 4th Grade for the Balmain Neutered Cats against the Petersham Shammies during the Wednesday night catch-up game at Blackmore Oval. Netball gathered in a Petersham kick and promptly grounded (and released) the ball thinking that he was in-goal . Unfortunately for Netball, he was about 5 metres short and Moony, the Shammies winger scooped up the ball and scored under the posts for the only try of the close game won by Petersham.”

 

“Super” Ron White, Hunters Hill VP: “A couple of Thursdays ago on a very wet night at Boronia Park, Robbie Deans plied his trade with the Hunters under 16's and then Seniors training, with the field half under water. After putting the senior grade squad thru some drills, he lent a hand with some specialist defensive drills to the 1st and Colts backs, then cast his eye over a mock game between the respective competition leaders. After putting his muddy boots in his car, he accepted the invitation to after training Bally Bar and chat with the players and coaches. The Wallaby coach standing around the fire, enjoying a snag and a refreshment where many have over 119 years at Boronia. A real treat for all involved and fantastic for Robbie to take the time, teach the players a few things and learn a little bit about Hunters Hill Rugby, the traditions and hospitality, a truely nice guy. The coaching session reaping dividends on the weekend where Hunters Hill went onto achieve a record 1st grade win v Kings (46-7) and a clean sweep in all grades on the day. The Kings try came from an intercept in the backs, the only try conceded in the top 4 grades on the day!
 
On another note, thanks to Fox Sports The Rugby Club and the "Plays of the Week", right at the end showing our Brownie running away with the keg, I'm sure it'll make the highlight package at our presentation night too!”


BitsMan Jeff Lalchere:
Sheds???
In his Saturday rugby article, Wayne Smith used the term “went to the sheds” talking about half time. Where did this come from? Sheds? What?


Twit Bits
Highest scorer in rugby??

OldIggies Rugby (@OldIggiesRugby) 25/06/11 11:44 AM
14 - 11 to the Colties. Massive kick to thingymajig.

 

Joe Hildebrand (@Joe_Hildebrand) 22/06/11 3:00 PM
This flight chaos is terrible. Just heard a Tasmanian guy can't get home to his wife, mother and sister. Thankfully she's alright though.

 

Waves Women's Rugby (@WavesWomenRugby) 27/06/11 4:44 PM
Any girls/women interested in taking up rugby? We're based near Bondi Junction. Training Tues & Thurs evenings. 6 games left this season.

 

Amanda Singh (@sportamanda) 26/06/11 7:04 PM
Tip from FitzSimons: when you steal the ball, stand up and wave it at the selectors and/or cameras before giving it to the scrummie.

 

Overheard from a winger
The neighbourhood watch is having a meeting about the creepy guy & I'm the only one not invited

 

Dad Humour
I've sent a pistol to the Olympic organisers. That's just for starters.
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Wine Club is Up, On the Field, BitsMan Banter, Which Club has Best Food?, Twitbits, Siblings, Fri Night Choices 
 
IT’S HERE and it’s $10 to your club!!!!
The Subbies Wine Club is up! Simply click on the link from the subbies home page (it’s on the RHS) and purchase away. Nominate “Hodgie” or your club and they get $10 for each case purchased. Money for old bus tickets!!! Please pass on any recommendations on wine quality/value and I will share here.
 
Laws of the Land, Laws of Rugby
The white line (side of rugby pitch) is no protection! See this from the office: “A player recently suspended by the Subbies Judiciary for striking an opponent was also charged by police with assault occasioning actual bodily harm. He was found guilty and placed on an 18 month good behaviour bond and fined $600. And he now has a police record, obviously. Be warned: foul play on the footy field can land you in more trouble than you might think.” 
On the Field
1st Div
The contenders for the Kentwell Cup have set up a tantalising run home with many teams looking possible. Colleagues amassed 52 against Barker and are hitting their straps. Beecroft went oh so close to Drummoyne (10-13) and will look for an opportunity to stake their claim in their make up game against Colleagues. Campbelltown also got to 50 at Ryde International and will be feeling confident. St Pats and Mosman, who went down to Knox, are the others to watch.
2nd Div  
Hunters, Briars and Forest are the real contenders for the Barraclough Cup. Each had wins last week, although Briars had a scare at Porters (24-20). UNSW spanked Hornsby 67 blot and make up the four. Oatley’s loss to Forest 9-18 leaves them 10 points adrift of the top four and unlikely from here.
3rd Div
Waverly took undefeated comp leaders Blue Mountains to the wire but went down 36-41 with two late tries to the mountain boys including a controversial penalty try. Epping had a solid win 40-28 over UWSH and would hope to also score a BP win over Hills this week. Epping will hope that Blue Mountains at home on Saturday and Petersham in the makeup game both beat Balmain which would put Epping into fourth and Balmain to fifth. Petersham take on Waverly at home in what will be a tough game but expect a few hundred ladies and veterans in support and to celebrate the annual gala day. The Balmain v Petersham makeup games will be played over the next two Wednesday nights (22nd and 29th at Blackmore).
4th Div
Rouse Hill’s games v St George were moved due to wet weather to Carrs Park, and the Renegades couldn’t get there – forfeiting all 3 games. Brothers v Rockdale/Convicts was postponed so the only action in Div 4 was Merrylands v Macquarie Uni and the students went down at home in all three games.  
5th Div
Poor old Chatswood! In their 10 losses in first grade, they have an against average of 70, but there has only been two games where they haven’t scored a try. Saturday, they got their meaty again (unconverted) but let Canterbury sneak in for 87 points. Their second grade (which apparently looks a bit like their first grade but fresher) is doing much better with one win and a F&A differential of just -251. Saturday v Canterbury they went down 10-58
6th Div
What a comp – with 4 weeks til their semis which are contested by the top 6:
Redfield power on and Maccabi and Dundas in 2nd and 3rd meet this week. 
Randwick in fourth lost 28-30 to 9th placed Seaforth. 
Clovelly in fifth edged out 7th placed Roseville 26-25 
Burraneer is in 6th and might have a tough game against Killara West Pymble this week – see story
8th placed Dee Why went down to undefeated comp leaders this week 12-47 but remain 3 points away from 6th
In 10th, Sydney Grammar old boys have a game in hand against bottom placed and winless Bankstown and at 8 points out of the top 6 are still a chance.
Terrey Hills and Manly Savers (just so I mentioned all 14 clubs).
 
Table of Knowledge
Martyn Penny and a dozen other old farts from Forest gather at home games (and some away games) and lend a helping hand to the players, coaches and whoever else whilst enjoying a beer or three. They proudly wear the Forest “table of knowledge” shirt and also put their hand in their pocket for a keg every time the club achieves a clean sweep. Four so far this year and they are hoping for more!!!!
How Good is Our Union?
Last Friday, as the weather cleared but councils were fuzzy, if you could get to the internet and this website, you could click on the wet weather icon to find out what games were where or off. Awesome service!
 
BitsMen Banter
I’d better start splitting my pay with Brumbygirl!: “Nice one Hodgie but it would be good if you could get your facts straight. St George actually beat Macq Uni 38-21!!! As for Brothers taking it all the way, that’s what they said about Rouse Hill last year!!  St George had other ideas and beat them in the Grand Final, the first time in 53 years!!  Just remember it only comes down to one day of the year!!  No one remembers the rest of the season!!  Convicts – well, yep, what can you say about that team?!!  Heard they had a great float this year!!” [Glad we don’t get charged per exclamation mark!! – Ed.]
BGirl also has a theory that Richo (from our office) is Tahman: “"overheard recently in the subbies office a member was on the phone saying the cape was in the dry cleaners getting ready for the weekend"! Now can’t you see the resemblance!!  It’s Tim!!” 
 
Nick, from “where’s my posts Renegades”: “Congratulations to Balmain on raising the money for the Stillbirth Foundation - great effort and all involved should be applauded. 
The Rouse Hill Renegades are still awaiting an update from the bean counters on this year's fundraising total, but at the start of the season we'd reached nearly $95K for our primary charity The Children's Hospital at Westmead and others in the Hills District including members of our own club. We donate 10% of everything we raise to CHW and our playing kit proudly displays their "Think Kids" Bandaged Bear logo. We do this with the help of our generous sponsors, particularly The Ettamogah Hotel who allow us and other sporting clubs to run raffles each week. If you're in there, buy a ticket - the meat trays are enormous! If you want to check the current tally, see http://www.renegades.net.au/index.php?pageid=5 “

From POTSTIRRERHVRC Crofty: “This weekend, rivalry to end all rivalries when HVRC take on UWSH at McQuade which is HVRC Back to Hawkesbury Day. If there is one game HVRC need to win, it is this one as the whole club looks forward to the local derby. Hopefully, HVRC can get a clean sweep of all grades, enjoy the celebrations and claim the bragging rights of rugby in the Hawkesbury region............. if things don’t go their way in all grades, it is still a great opportunity to really enjoy and celebrate rugby. It should be a great day of rugby with HVRC 1st XV looking for their first win of the season (wont the beer taste good when they win) and 2nd, 3rds and 4ths still hunting for a finals place. In regards to friendly banter and sledging, there has been a bit of online banter between clubs and it is certain to continue (all in good humour of course) as the season progresses.”

BitsMan Jeff Lalchere:
Hunters on High: 
One of the positive stories of the winter has been the resurgence of one of the oldest, most successful and traditional Subbies Clubs in Hunters Hill. Hillies performances both on and off the field this year putting them in a solid position to be promoted to Kentwell Cup ranks in 2012. For so long part and parcel of Kentwell Cup culture, the Black and Whites have drifted between Clark and Baraclough Cup in recent times, but now in 2011 things have really started to happen. For any club to aspire to a divisional promotion, focus has to be on the performance of the first XV and so far the Hunters Hill flagship has been sensational. Players like English Import James Linfield and inspirational skipper and born and bred Hunters Rugby product Thomas Kellaway have led the way. If they and the rest of the side keep up the good work and receive the continued back up of the in form lower grades the reward of Kentwell Cup participation next year is well within their grasp.
Plenty of praise is a direct result of what happens on the field but Hunters Hill also have been blessed with a dynamic, positive and forward thinking committee who have played an important role as well. No doubt the excellent beverages available at the Hunters Hill Hotel have tasted even better this year and if the Hillies can grab a few premierships to take into first division next year, the foundations of that premises could come under a lot of pressure on the first Saturday night in September! Plenty of the Hunters Hill stalwarts will be rejoicing the opportunity to see the return of classic clashes against the likes of traditional rivals Colleagues in 2012
The Godfather
If this was sent at 11 pm, I would have put it down to red wine, but 11 am??? Work this out, if you can:
“hmmm .... battle of Parramatta rd (part 2) was postponed. Seeing that round 2 has commenced it may be a good time to remind teams that it's not nice to abuse refs, especially when you are on the way to the sin bin or after the game (not me this time) by both teams .... it was a draw ... the ref then went home straight away or a gross ignorance of the Laws of the Game (by the captain) is not acceptable (my game) after a tip tackle ‘it's a contact sport’ ... [just back away slowly, don’t make eye contact, slowly now, ..... run!  - Ed.] 
 
Sat Arvo tucker
Some clubs have put some effort into their sustenance offering and I am not buying in to any argument about which club has the best food. I do know Petersham serve Wagyu and a ref mate of mine (yep!) tells me: “Lindfield's 1kg BBQ sandwiches were a hit with the lower grade refs on Saturday vs Beecroft”. Any other clubs reckon they have good tucker???? ….. incoming!!!!!!!!!
 
Name Change/Shorts Change?
Hassell Park may change names and it’s not to Joy Johnson Stadium. Apparently in 1899 the oval was opened by and named after the Minister for Lands, TH Hassall, and council are considering the spelling change. According to club pres Ian Pendlebury, there is a yarn in it.
 
The saints were the first in subbies to wear non traditional colour shorts and certainly copped a bagging back in the early 80s. They have now reverted to traditional navy apparently cos you can’t get gold ones any more and lemon just isn’t right.
Do you hear the people sing?
“Do You Hear The People Sing” came up randomly on ITUNES while I am typing this - a great team song for the Rebels and a pretty darn good first year for them – well done Rebels!
 
Good or Bad?
Subbies rugby sometimes seems irrelevant to Shute Shield followers, but as the skill gap closes (Subbies is catching) and the enjoyment and culture factor gap grows (Subbies is pulling away) the cross over of players is more frequent. In the Shute programme last Saturday, there was mention of the players now at Brothers who were previously at “premier” clubs. Brothers’ life member Marty Nicholls was quoted: “culture is like the good old days with no bananas or pasta in the dressing room”.
 
Siblings
The Shute programme last Saturday also mentioned that Epping topped Sydney Uni’s pairs of brothers – at 12! Talking of siblings; Petersham fielded brothers in the 3rd grade last week. Sam and Lucas Cordingley! SMH liked it: http://www.smh.com.au/rugby-union/union-news/mud-larks-cordingley-brothers-get-together-on-field-at-last-20110618-1g8zh.html A bit ironic that the Rebels star half back Nick Phipps who replaced Sam is also connected to Petersham as Colts Coach last year.
 
For the Love of It
The ex internationals who have played subbies this year (so far) are Cordingley as above, Anesi for Hunters Hill and Tony Daly for Brothers. Maybe not test stars but watch out who turns out for Killara West Pymble over the next few weeks – story is they are bringing some Eastwood past first graders out of retirement to buoy their season.  
 
Moving On
Hornsby coach ‘Bangers’ Manion won’t see out the year. He has an appointment at Blackrock, one of the oldest rugby clubs in Ireland (1882). That’ll be an interesting CV to look at: Rats (club of Rod Macqueen) > Hornsby (club of Harry Morton) > Blackrock (club of Brian O’Driscoll). Harry who?
Twit Bits
Thought coaches always had these things planned!
Ewen McKenzie (@Ewen_McKenzie)17/06/11 7:03 AM
‘Long day coming up - captains run at 4.30pm - team meeting first which can be exciting because you never know what the coach is going to say’
 
Sean Maloney (@seanny202)17/06/11 9:21 PM
‘that's gotta be the worst bit of refereeing since Jesus was wrongly yellow carded in the Bethlehem v Jerusaleum derby of '00 #rebvfor’
 
Digby Ioane (@digbyioane)17/06/11 5:32 PM
‘I was watching the rugby club! Wot does KPI mean?’
 
KOB's Rugby (@kobweb) 17/06/11 4:28 PM
‘Also have to address rumours of JOC signing with KOBs. Sadly we have had to end negotiations due to KPIs he wanted to impose on the club.
These included altering our jerseys so they are tighter and complement his eyes better and shifting sponsor pubs to a hotter nightspot.
Basically we were forced to tell him to go elsewhere, and suggested the Rebels- same thing we did with Kurtley and Danny.’
 
Fri Night Choices – Go the Tahs! 
Congrats to the Tahs for making the S15 finals, up against the Blues this Fri at 5.30pm. We’re spoilt for choice when it comes to watering holes to best watch the big match, but my pick would be the brilliant rugby pub and Subbies sponsor, The Harlequinn Inn at Pyrmont; or Subbies friend, The Rugby Club in the CBD. The latter is offering $10 jugs, post-match happy hour and prizes for best dressed supporter.
 
Overheard 
I just saw two homeless people making out. I was gonna yell ''get a room!'' but stopped myself just in time.
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Long Weekend
The long weekend is allocated to wet weather catch up games on the draws and after the host of games completed at last we have parity of games played on most comp tables. It was ironic that the wet weather catchups were in wet weather! Now teams have all played each other (cept for the Meldrum Cup) and we can see where teams stand in the run home to semis football. Players not playing were also busy:

BrothersRugbySydney (@brothersrugby) 12/06/11 12:32 PM
congratulations to the 2 footy lads that got engaged over the long weekend.

 

Mid Season Review After 9 Rounds
First Div *
* Beecroft v Colleagues to be played

Kentwell
Drummoyne head the table with Campbelltown and Colleagues close behind and each of the three only having lost one game. Mosman will have to improve if they are to challenge but first will have to fight off St Pats for the fourth semi position.

Burke
Colleagues lead the table with a game in hand and the next four teams have just four comp points between them. After this week when the top half play the bottom half, each week will have key games for semi spots and the final four will be well accustomed to playing under pressure.

Whiddon
Campbelltown and Colleagues have each lost one game and are probably destined to battle it out, although Knox and Mosman are breathing down their necks. Iggies are still within reach of a semi spot but play leaders Campbelltown this week. Drummoyne are also a chance.

Judd
Campbelltown on top are undefeated, with Mosman losing just one game and Colleagues two. Colleagues average a creditable 28.5 points per game and Campbelltown over 40! Mosman average less than 20 per game which may be their undoing. The next two teams who are vying for a semi spot average less than 15 points per game and in 5th Iggies face Campbelltown this week. 

Sutherland
It’s all about undefeated Knox, although they beat third place Colleagues just 10-8 on the weekend. Colleagues’ game in hand is against 4th placed Beecroft which will shape the semi final run up – and whether Mosman will be one or two wins away from fourth spot.

Barbour
St Pats are undefeated and the other three teams in the top four are Iggies, Drummoyne and Knox. In 5th spot, Mosman are 5 points behind Knox and have to beat them this week to remain in touch with the fourth sport.

 

Second Div
Barraclough
Hunters and Briars have each lost just one game. Hunters’ loss was to Briars and it was the only game where they failed to score a bonus point for four tries. They lead Briars on the table by 2 points. Forest and UNSW in third and fourth are very strong contenders and Oatley and Kings will consider themselves more than nuisance value. Hunters are the most consistent team, but the Barraclough Cup could be anyone’s! 

Stockdale
UNSW and Forest played on June 4th and Forest’s loss by 3 points was the only loss of either team. It seems these teams will meet again in Round 18, a week later in the major semi and then will surely contest the Stockdale GF, although Hunters Hill, currently 6 points away from second and Briars 14 points will have other ideas.

Blunt
This cup could go to any of 7 teams. Performance, selection and injury in higher grades may end up being a determining factor.

Richardson
Newport, Forest and Hunters Hill are the teams to watch in the Richardson Cup with just 5 points separating them on the table. UNSW in fourth spot drew with Hunters and beat Forest so are ruing their first up loss to Hornsby and will be looking to turn that tide this week.

Robertson
Hunters Hill have a coaches dream of stats at the halfway mark, with 9 BP wins from 9 starts, averaging 40 pts for and less than 10 against.

There are five other teams confident of making the semis and the battle to see who will meet them in the GF is hot. St Ives have the best chance of knocking them off, but have to get there first!

 

Third Div
Clark
Blue Mountains and Petersham seem to be the only two teams who can win this competition. In the 18 round draw where some of the 8 teams meet thrice, it is fortuitous that these guys just have the home and away before the expected major semi and GF clashes. Mountains won the first game by 1 and have accumulated a significant 83 points and 19 tries more than Petersham, although Petersham have the best defensive record.

Farrant
Petersham undefeated. Balmain, Mountains and UWSH will battle it out to meet them in the GF with nothing between those three teams.

Campbell
Petersham undefeated. Blue Mountains in second are 7 points behind, and then it is 11 points to Balmain. Hills and Epping will battle it out for fourth spot.

Nicholson
Petersham undefeated. Blue Mountains in second are 8 points behind, and then it is 11 points to Waverly. Balmain, Hills and Hawkesbury Valley will battle it out for fourth.

Radford (colts – not all third div clubs)

Petersham undefeated. Balmain and Roseville are 7 and 9 points behind and Hawkesbury Valley will make up the semi participants.

 

Fourth Div
McLean 
Brothers beat Merrylands soundly in the mid week make up game last week, and St George accounted for Macquarie Uni 28-21 on Saturday. These games will be repeated as semi finals in July and I don’t think anyone will beat Brothers this year.

Grose
The same four teams will contest the semis as in McLean, but there is nothing between them! Merrylands lead and have scored the 4 try bonus point in 7 games but have proven to be beatable – losing to the 3rd and 4th placed teams. 

Walker
The dark pink horse in the Walker Cup is the Convicts team drafted into the comp to replace Rockdale. Merrylands, Brothers and St George will be doing their best to prevent the Convicts’ winning their first subbies GF – but will have their hands full!   

 

Fifth Div
Jeffrey
It looks like it will be all Sydney Harlequins when the semis get under way on the last Saturday in July, but memories of the fall at the last hurdle last year will be fresh. Canterbury has proven they can go close and whoever comes through from the minor semi (Fairvale or Lane Cove) will have a red hot go, too!

Noice
It’s Fairvale, then daylight, then Canterbury and Sydney Harlequins. The Harlequins still have two games against Fairvale in the regular season, so will likely battle with Notre Dame in the minor semi for a chance to get one last crack, but Canterbury are renowned for rolling home well in the big games.

 

Sixth Div
Meldrum
There are just five more games before the 4 week finals series (top 6 playing pointy end rugger). There are 6 teams in contention for the 5th and 6th spots which is a great tussle within the overall competition. Just as well, as it seems no-one will be able to stop Redfield from making it back to back Meldrums.

 

Div 3 Wrap Up From BitsMan Jeff Lalchere
“What a day for the Shammies at a rain soaked Camperdown Oval! – their eighth 2011 five grade clean sweep and this time against arch rivals Balmain. While they were already in the box seat for the Doc Harris Shield, the come from behind 31-16 win in Clark Cup virtually assures the maroon and blue’s passage into second division Rugby in 2012. The main game of the day in trying conditions was a battle royale and the first half in particular was a real arm wrestle. In the second spell Balmain actually put their noses in front but on the back of a late surge, inspired by the form of UK import Greg Price, skipper and MOM Dave “Tuckshop” Lenehan and the ever reliable Evan RAPTOR Crealy, the home team stormed home to record a memorable and justified victory. This Saturday, Balmain faces up to Petersham again, this time at home at Blackmore Park. The defending premiers are looking for the return of some keys players to bolster their chances of turning the tables on Petersham in what is bound to be yet another classic tussle between these two proud clubs.” 

Hodgie: The two clubs also play a third time in the minor premiership (Rd 17) and while both are doing their best to maintain a healthy, friendly rivalry, the undercurrent of local competition reigns – saw this on twitter: Petersham Rugby (@petershamrugby) 12/06/11 11:24 AM Get a dog up yah Balmain!

Back to Jeff: “Meanwhile, undefeated Blue Mountains come down from the lofty heights of Lapstone to play Waverley in what should be another big game at Waverley Oval. The home side haven’t been setting the world on fire, but they are in third spot and if they produce their best, Mountains will have to play well to secure win number ten.


Doing Anything Good?
Many clubs – and all good ones in my view – contribute to the community as part of the rugby club experience. Balmain, as previously mentioned, support a charity in respect of what impacted one of their families. See tweet below – can anyone top this? Well done muz’d wolfboys. 

Balmain Rugby (@BalmainRugby)7/06/11 2:21 PM
@Hodgiehodge we ended up raisin $6025 for Stillbirth Foundation from our Ruby Rose Day. There's a fundraising challenge to all subbies clubs 

 

BitsMen Banter
From Tony Martin: “Back in the late 1980’s there was a reasonable relationship between Hawkesbury Ag and Canterbury. After a College home game 4 Canterbury players decided to stay at the College Bar and drank on until the wee hours and were found rooms by generous students (opting to have to find a female friend in need of company). Come Sunday it was the college open day and the Canterbury boys were keen to have a look. There was a keg party to celebrate open day and the Canterbury boys thought that might be fun and decided to stay another night. The quartet finally departed about lunchtime on Monday.” 

From rep team ass’t coach and Forest coach, Alan Astley: “The subbies boys really battled hard to get the win over qld. We didn’t play well in the first half, but we got a lot more ball in the second half to finally build some pressure. Was a great relief to get the double. By the way if there’s any centres out there looking for a game, I’m looking for a couple at Forest.”

 

Seems Fitz (of Files fame) peruses Hodgie’s Bits (which is a great honour!) and you may have seen a similar piece in Bits AND Files. Fitzy; big congrats on your Order of Australia! It also seems Fitz and I get the same press releases and I am sure Fitz won’t mind me lifting his summaries to save me, a mere amateur and often unwashed, wasting the time: “Next Saturday at 2.30pm, as part of the Sydney University Football Club's Community & Diversity Day, an exhibition rugby 10s game will be played at the historic No. 1 Oval between Sydney Uni and Sydney's gay rugby team, the Convicts. The game is designed to spread the word about tolerance of diversity in sport and life and help with the fight against homophobia in the community. This is the first time a premier rugby club anywhere in the world has become actively involved in such a cause, and they will be competing for the Diversity Shield. Bravo.” Bravo, indeed! I think they prefer “gay friendly” cos sexuality doesn’t matter. Convicts president David Whittaker: “Sexuality should be a non-issue and the focus should be on playing great rugby.”

 

Also from Files (with thanks again to Mr FitzSimons): “Greg Davis. The former Wallabies captain, who died just short of his 40th birthday, of brain cancer, will be honoured on Sunday, July 24, with the new Drummoyne Oval grandstand to be named after him as the highlight of a gala day.” They are selling tickets to raise money for the club and there is a stack of rugby culminating in a Mayor’s vs Sydney XV.

 

Kilby of UWSH shared some info about the 120 years of HAC celebrations on 5-6/8. The Black Tie Ball at Yarramundi House, UWS Hawkesbury Campus is on Friday 5th with pre-drinks from 6.30pm. On Saturday 6th August, is the Back to HAC Day when they play Epping at home and there will be an Old Boys Game. That night is the Old Boys Reunion from 6 pm to midnight (yeah, it will finish at 12!!!) including an auction of 120 Years Jerseys. For more information, call John Mullinger 0412 223 444

 

Referees: Part of The Rugby Team
The path to refdom is too infrequently travelled but unique to those who take it. Olly Hodges who is currently visiting from Ireland was a Petersham Club captain (2001) and like many (most?) of us, critical of refs. He recalls with some shame being quite vocal about a ref in ’98 who called what would have been his match winning try in the wet “held up”. From the tone of that abuse, it was quite clear that Olly would never ref!

He moved to Ireland and played, but hung up the boots as “I didn't find the "off-field" activity as enjoyable as what I'd been used to with the Shammies”. He did a favour for a mate at a junior rugby festival – which turned out to be reffing. Then it was formally with juniors and progression eventually to Division 1 Rugby in the All-Ireland league (equivalent of 1st Grade Premier Rugby in Sydney), Provincial "A" matches (equivalent of Super Rugby 2nd XV matches) and being appointed as an Assistant referee in Heineken Cup, Magners League and European Nations Cup (Six Nations 2nd tier). In Feb 2011, Olly was assistant ref for an international - Georgia v Romania in Tblisi. He completed all his tasks including banter with the Georgian defence coach - former Wallabies D coach John Muggleton - when at the 73 min mark the ref came over to the sideline to say he couldn't run properly. Olly reffed his first (and I think only ever) international for the last 7 mins. There is more about vodka and travel, but I thought this yarn worth repeating to show that many of us could actually ref and if you have half an inkling, please have a go! Olly’s full story here: http://www.facebook.com/mobileprotection#!/notes/petersham-shammies/petersham-rugby-past-players-olly-hodges/206678976019406 

 

Rare Look Into Changeroom Behaviour
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=9Ljq4iI-KvA 

 

Twit Bits
Ben Selwyn (@benselwyn) 14/06/11 10:00 AM
After a cold, wet and painful weekend, why do I drag myself onto the rugby field each week? http://selben.blogspot.com/
 

Dad Humour
I've just started a band called 999 Megabytes. We haven't done a gig yet.

 

Overheard about a Ref
He had delusions of adequacy.

Hodgiehodgiehodgie
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Thanks for Contributions
Many thanks to the many who are sending Bits to help me make this weekly “chat” worthwhile. Please feel free to contribute. Thanks especially this week (and two tix to Tahs v Highlanders (including props keg race feature)) to Jon Kilby of UWSH – see how easy you can get stuff!

  

Poor Form 
Huge congrats to our rep team who secured the evasive double win this year over NSW Country and last Saturday against Qld Subbies at Ballymore. Apparently we played like busteds and the only place the team won was on the scoreboard, but of course we’ll take it. The poor form continued with debutant rugby tourist, team manager Lauren Spence, who returned to Sydney for ARU work commitments before Kangaroo Court or any highjinks. Management responsibilities were passed to Richo who had 8 vodkas to take care of Loz’s fines. 

 

How are Club Champ Points Allocated
It’s an oft asked question, because the info is hidden under “Rule 7” and locked away in the union’s Operations Manual secretly distributed to each club or only available if you have the internet:  http://www.rugby.net.au/_uploads/res/7_5410.pdf 

7.1       In divisions in which there is (sic) more than one grade, a championship will be conducted to determine the champion club for that division.

7.2       Points will be allocated by multiplying the total competition points secured by each team (sic, I am sure the points aren’t multiplied by the teams, but by the below):

	1st Grade
	x 22

	2nd Grade
	x 12

	3rd Grade
	x 6 

	Colts U’21
	x 6

	4th Grade
	x 3

	5th Grade
	x 1


Note, 5th grade does NOT refer to Halligan Cup – it is 1st Div Sutherland Cup only.

There are a couple of anomalies not in the manual - the Cowboy Cup includes all of the above and also points for Halligan (x1) and U85kg (x3). This year, colts points in third div (only) are worth 9 instead of 6 (to preferably reward those clubs who get colts onto the park).  


On The Field
First Div
Campbelltown had a solid BP win over Lindfield in Kentwell and have snuck into top spot for the first time. Mosman play Drummoyne in a make up game this Saturday and both Mosman and Campbelltown will be hoping that Drummoyne loses their second game (which would be in succession). With the Beecroft v Colleagues games washed out last week, the table is all over the place – Colleagues in third, have played two less games than Campbelltown and could potentially over take them. Bring on parity and dry grounds!!

 

Second Div
UNSW narrowly went down to Forest 13-18 in Barraclough and with only a 50/50 win/loss record still hold on to 4th spot. In the Stockdale table top tussle, Uni knocked off Forest 23-20.

Hunters Hill and Kings who played on the scheduled week are the only teams in Div 2 not playing this weekend but Hunters are won’t be topped in the Club Champ. As Forest, UNSW and Briars complete their first round games this Saturday they will be looking for maximum points and a chance to catch the Hunters boys in round two. 

 

Third Div
Jon Kilby of UWSH: “The Uni boys drowned their sorrows on Saturday night at the Ricmond Inn as they let Balmain walk away with all four grades after leading in each at half time. Only Uni’s thirds bothered the scorer after the break. Most shattering was Farrant as they squandered a 22-5 half time lead to lose 22-40. In Clark, Uni were up 15-12 at half time despite Balmain dominating possession. UWSH’s second yellow card, and poor handling cost them while Balmain's composure and discipline came to the fore. When it was still 15 apiece with 15 minutes to go, a draw was looking likely until Balmain’s no 11 showed great speed to score in the corner and convert in front of the 'quiet' UWSH supporters. Balmain kicked away UWSH's chance of a BP with a penalty goal 3 minutes from fulltime to make the scoreline 25-15. Balmain's Sam Manion led from the front with class kicking and a solid running game at 12 and wouldn't have looked out of place in a sky blue jersey at Ballymore earlier that day. UWSH centres Jeff Ryan and Sione Fuiloakitau-Fetunai were contained well but a strong effort from Loose Head prop Matty Kelly showed he only gets better with age as the 39 year old picked up the UWSH players’ player. 

Jeff Lalchere of Blue Mtns: “Saturdays washed out Clark Cup local derby match up between Petersham and Balmain shapes as a real Rugby gem. Balmain the defending premiers and visitors this week need no motivation to perform against their arch rivals and come into the game on the back of a five game winning streak. The battle up front could well play a major role, and Balmain will be looking to their colossus Scottish second row of Robert William Wallace and Ben Nevis Davies. Meanwhile, Petersham have been in great form and deserve to go into the crucial match as favourites. The Shammies are not shy of talent in the pack either, in particular number 8 Tom Richards, who is a class player and comes into the game with some vintage performances under his belt. After match conviviality may be limited as the teams face up again the week after, this time on the Balmain side of Parramatta Road!”


Fourth Div
St George thumped Macquarie Uni 51-19 to suggest that there is a top half rather than top third in the McLean Cup this year, although they go round again this week in the wet weather make up game and Macquarie Uni are confident of turning the tables.

 

Fifth Div
In Jeffrey, 1 beat 2, 3 beat 4 and 5 beat 6 with the latter two winners getting to 45 points. Harlequins retain their unbeaten status but Canterbury will feel they have their measure after the 24-26 loss. The ladder positions won’t change as a result of the one make up game this weekend.

 

Sixth Div
Both Randwick and Dundas Valley scored BP wins to remain on equal points in 2nd and 3rd possie on the table but Maccabi are confident of accounting for Seaforth in one of only two make up games in this division and jumping ahead back into second.

Randwick comfortably beat local rivals Clovelly first grade 26–13 and Dundas had it even easier over Terrey Hills 30-3. Vikings (Dundas Valley) coach Milton Teratana commented “I am so proud of the boys to totally outplay Terrey Hills in the second half. We were led by man of the match tight head prop Niutala Kulu who destroyed Terrey Hills up the middle all day.”

  

Don’t leave Town!
Last week I mentioned all the rugby on over this long weekend and this is rare – also great to see how tables will look after equal games for all.

So here it is again: - home teams first; Drummoyne v Mosman (Kentwell only), Lindfield v Beecroft, Knox v Colleagues, Barker v Old Iggies, Blacktown v UNSW, Oatley v Newport, St Ives v Forest, Hornsby v Briars, Epping v Hills, Petersham v Balmain, Macquarie Uni v St George, Chatswood v Fairvale, Maccabi v Seaforth, Terrey Hills v Redfield, Epping v Roseville (colts), Sydney v Country Gold and Waratahs v Highlanders. It is also the state champs for the NSWJRU.

BUT I LEFT A VITAL GAME OUT:

The curtain raiser to Sydney v Country is Sydney v Country Womens teams - kick off at 1.15. Special wishes to Waverley’s tight head Kimmy McKenzie for the Sydney team among all those Sydney Uni & Rats chicks, as they prepare for nationals in the first week of July.

 

Subbies Wine Club – on the way
I don’t want to seem like a tease (I have never been the same since a pretty girl said to me “I am not a tease, just a reminder of what you can’t have”), but when we all get a look at the new “Subbies Wine Club” I am assured you will be impressed. As I said last week, the proof of the wine is in the drinking (and at the right price!!) so we’ll check that out and I can pass along advice on what wines were found good value, but ….   I do know the $8 case to your club is awesome as is the just buy as want and what you want. I reckon it is also cool that we skip the retailer (and her margin) and help out the primary producers. As WC Fields once said “What contemptible scoundrel has stolen the cork to my lunch?”

 

BitsMen Banter
Kings Old Boys attended their 4th Ladies Day at another club last weekend!  They say they keep getting invited to them and think it is because they are the best looking team but don’t they know that most clubs make their ladies day against a weaker (or uglier) club so they look better!)

 

Tatts – according to Jase Myers from Oatley, “Rod Dunn approx 515 games has an Oatley tatt”.  

 

Justin Brown of St George said: “regarding your comments that 4th division is a two horse race and Brumby Girl’s “bet your house against St George”: Last year St George 1st  Grade in the first two weeks were beaten by Sydney Harlequins 93-0 and Macquarie  63- 7. Later in the season was a different story as St George went on to win the GF in 1st grade.

“This year in the first week Saints had about 28 players head to Brothers and were promptly dispatched 58-7 in 1st grade. (the problem with St George is everyone thinks the footy season starts after Easter). The first time they played Merrylands they played 70 Mins with 14 men (red card – and they added two yellows) and only lost 14-0 including a scoreless second half. The second time they played brothers they were the only team to keep Brothers under the bonus point and there was also a scoreless second half. The second time they played Merrylands they were up 22-10 with 5 mins to go but lost on the buzzer 24-22. No-one ever won a subbies premiership in April, May, June, July”


Talking of St George and Brothers, Frank Grimes from UNSW wrote: “A mate who plays for brothers rugby in 4th division was telling me that on their bus trip a few weeks ago, the captain from St George ended up having a few too many schooners (he reckon the guy had four or five beers then being club captain got up did the captain's scull, 3rd grade, 2nd grade, 1st grade and the boat race). So after the speeches the brother's boys all piled onto the bus and he reckoned the St George Captain went back on the bus and to their pub. Have you heard anything or can you verify this story?” Yes, Frank, all true and he did end up back at The Orchard Tav.


A few drinks at speeches? Balmain Club Captain Camo did well last week at speeches at Hawkesbury Ag. From UWSH’s Jon Kilby: “.. Camo shrugged his shoulders and downed another in great time.. Camo replied 'Thanks Hawkesbury for your Hospitality'.. Little did he know that the UWSH boys need little motivating when 'asking' people to drink their beers at speeches... So Camo got 'asked' to drink another and then the beer left him as quick as it went in. 3 beers done, 1.5 chucked up. To the Balmain Club Captain's credit he sculled 2 more and left the Union Bar half cut.”


Going Somewhere?
Last week, I offered to mention any club tours which were happy to accept “casual tourists” (not sure if that’s the best description). My hope was to provide options to players from clubs less able to provide the full rugby experience. Here are the responders:

PETERSHAM RUGBY CLUB: Are going to the USofA. Since their ‘99 RWC tour they have been OS to Indochina, South America, NZ and last year Thailand – so they reckon they know what they’re doing (I believe they are also the first club to tour the northern hemi back in the 60s). The tour departs 28th October for 16 days, enquiries to lucas.cordingley@credit-suisse.com Here’s the schedule: http://www.petershamrugby.com/images/stories/Petersham_Rugby_Club_Itinerary.doc  

 

Twit Bits – “what rugby is all about”
Kochie loves Subbies, so this was good last Saturday:

david koch (@kochie_online) 4/06/11 1:58 PM
Nothing like a steak sandwich and a beer on the saturday arvo sideline watching subbies rugby

Then Quadie:

Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 4/06/11 3:08 PM
@kochie_online don't let anyone see you kochie lol next headline "kochie has a beer at the footy" lol

And the response:

david koch (@kochie_online) 4/06/11 3:49 PM
@QuadeCooper mind you they're not up to Reds standard. But it's what rugby is all about. Love watching my son in subbies as much as you guys


Front Rowers’ Pick Up Line
Let's role-play. You be a person with low standards and I'll be myself.

Overheard
I wish my wife would let me show her who's boss around here
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FOLLOW SUBBIES ON TWITTER! @subbiesrugby, On the field, Long weekend rugger, Masters, Tours?   
 

Score Updates From Brisneyland
Good luck to our mighty rep team who play Qld Subbies at Ballymore this weekend. Follow the score and subbies news right from the source on Twitter @subbiesrugby  From 1.30 (kick off at 2 pm) on Saturday, I am promised it will be more than just score updates, it will be a commentary to take you there, right to the sideline! 

 
On The Field
First Div
Drummoyne have lost their first game in Kentwell Cup this year – at the hands of Colleagues. Mosman’s Kentwell game against Drummoyne where they will be doing their best to make it two losses in a row has been postponed til the following (long) weekend. They are just 5 comp points behind the leaders so a win would put them right up there.

In Whiddon Cup, Colleagues whomped Drummoyne 52-0, a big score in 30 minute halves. This Colleagues team remains undefeated and have had just 18 points scored against them in their 7 wins.

In just 25 minute halves, Campbelltown put 52 on Barker to remain undefeated in Juddies and with 7 bonus points from their 8 games.

 

Second Div
In Barraclough, UNSW did go for the full 80 this week and knocked off Briars by a point. That win, and Oatley’s narrow loss to Kings, put Uni into clear fourth after their 7 games. This week Uni get a chance at Forest who are in third just one comp point ahead of them.

In Stockdale, both Uni and Forest are undefeated so it will be a big one this week. Forest have a bonus point from every win, while Uni missed out just once putting them 1 point behind on the ladder.

At Boronia last week, St Ives knew they were in for a tough day, but had high hopes for the colts game where neither team had lost. Hunters prevailed 34-19 making it a clean sweep on the day and the colts maintained their record of bonus points from every game.

 

Third Div
As predicted, Balmain v Epping was the pick of the games in Clark Cup last week, with a draw the unlikely result at 22 points apiece. The even less likely result at 23 points apiece was at McQuade where Waverly in third place could not put away last placed Hawkesbury Valley.

From regular BitsMan, Jeff Lalchere: “One of the highlights this week will take place at the College Oval as UWS Hawkesbury play host to defending premiers Balmain. The Uni boys were not happy with their loss to Petersham with a few basic errors at crucial times costing them plenty on the scoreboard, and they will be looking for improvement. The blood and mustard pack will be welcoming the return of skipper Sam Palmer, Russell Ingall and rejoining players like prop Michael Cantrell in such good form, they are hoping to control proceedings up front. This could give the attacking skills of the likes of Jeff Ryan and Sione Fuiloakitau-Fetunai every chance to show their brilliance. Balmain come out west on the back of some indifferent form, but are quality and can never be discarded. Winning this game will put them into a solid position in the top four and no doubt the likes of Dean Curnow, Ben Davis, David Johnson, Thomas Sutherland and Sam Manion will be a constant threat to the home team. Whatever happens as far as the result goes, the UWS annual Ladies day will be on, so rest assured their will be great sorts and a great atmosphere post match in the adjacent College bar after the ref has called fulltime in the first grade fixture.”

Fourth Div
Brothers accounted for Macquarie Uni in their makeup game last Thursday, but Merrylands had a big scare against St George, edging them out by just two. I have suggested that this is a two horse race, but St George have other ideas and Brumbygirl taunted me to bet my house against them (St George).

Last time, Brothers beat Merrylands 41-27 and this week will be round 2 of probably 5 times they play each other – it is under lights at Holroyd next Tuesday (7th), 6.30 pm blast off. 

 
Fifth Div
Last week, Lane Cove, third on the ladder, went down to the undefeated leaders Sydney Harlequins 0-33, Canterbury, second, beat Notre Dame 31-12 and Fairvale edged out Chatswood 101-7. This week 1 plays 2, 3 plays 4 (Fairvale) and Notre Dame will hope for their second win against Chatswood.

 

Sixth Div
In the highly anticipated top of the table clash last week, Redfield accounted for Maccabi 26-8. Dundas beat Roseville 24-11 to leapfrog them into the top four. Randwick beat Burraneer 28-18 but will need to be ready to go in the local derby against Clovelly first grade. Cloey are only three comp points behind Randwick and will find some extra venom for the local clash against the fancier club.

Dundas Valley returned to the winners circle with a good BP win over Roseville (24-11) and are in equal second. Dundas Valley Vikings coach Milton Teratana said after Saturday’s game “It was important for us to get back to winning ways after last Saturday’s unfortunate home loss to Randwick in a game we should have won”. Teratana went on to say, “Today’s game proved what character this team and club is made of.  We won this game through sheer hard work, belief and playing for one another and I couldn’t be prouder of my boys today.” 

 

 

How Good is Our Union!
I was bestowed the honour of an invitation to the Judiciary dinner, which is a small thanks for the job of many volunteers to this vital role. The breadth of experience accumulated is staggeringly impressive!!! We all hope to never have to know anything about this process but each and every week during the year the function served by the judiciary keeps our game and players safe from harm of many types. Well done to those gents and lady and to our union who pay attention to these sorts of details not known to many.  
 

But there are certainly issues:
As you may have picked up, I have immense admiration, appreciation and respect for the employees of our union. We are also blessed, in my view, with a remarkable talent in the volunteer positions in board and management roles. The running of our union and associated tasks is a vast and complex minefield. In serving the players of the union, our few staff deal with many. In "clubland" many are efficient, pleasant and committed but some can be over-emotional (rugby & issues with clubs/players can magnify this), be volunteers with varying priorities for the rugby tasks they have, be ill-informed (often despite having the info at their fingertips) and have opinions distorted by focus on short term or club specific goals. Clubs have ample avenues to raise and deal with issues, and now my Bits is another opportunity:
 
“Hodgie, …… I sent you this on 15th May but it’s still valid and well worth publishing, if you’re game!! Should stir a few of the Pelicans in the office!! Here we go Hodgie, this is from one disgruntled whinging Club rep!! For the past 10 years, my husband and I have run a Suburban Rugby Club, from Div 5 - Div 3 and back down again.  The Subbies Rules state - Each Club must have a qualified Touch Judge. On game day all fields are to be roped off, spectators behind the ropes, blah, blah, blah.  Our Club religiously has 3 qualified TJ's (one female) and even a qualified Ref.  Our fields are always roped off and a ground marshal in tow.  My question is: why do we have these rules and bloody regulations that we have to follow if no one polices them?!! Apparently there is a $50 fine if you don’t!!  Each club that we have come up against doesn’t have qualified TJ's, they come from over the ropes, when you ask them to get back they say, ‘Yeah, who’s gunna make me!!’ And basically you get spat on and verbally abused!!  We’ve even copped the comment, ‘We’re in a public park and you can’t make us.’  Go figure!! Why should we cop this abuse all the time? We are all just volunteers trying the best we can. This isn’t fun, park rugby anymore!  What’s happened to the spirit of rugby? It’s a joke!!  I think it’s time to hang up the boots! No-one cares what happens out there!! Subbies, start policing your bloody rules!!"
 
Don’t Leave Town!
While sometimes the June long weekend is a rugby desert, far from it in 2011. See below games to be played with the home team first: Drummoyne v Mosman (Kentwell only), Lindfield v Beecroft, Knox v Colleagues, Barker v Old Iggies, Blacktown v UNSW, Oatley v Newport, St Ives v Forest, Hornsby v Briars, Epping v Hills, Petersham v Balmain, Macquarie Uni v St George, Chatswood v Fairvale, Maccabi v Seaforth, Terrey Hills v Redfield, Epping v Roseville (colts), Sydney v Country Gold and Waratahs v Highlanders. It is also the state champs for the NSWJRU.

ON THE COUNTRY GAME: In a NSWRU press release it is suggested that the game, to kick off at 3.10 at Coogee Oval on Saturday 11th, would be “returning to a tradition of the amateur days”, perhaps because “the game was last played in 1995, the year before professionalism”, but the snakes are out of the bag. I suggest all the participants are paid rugby players – or are determined to be, and most will be drawn from the Sydney premier clubs.

ON THE JUNIOR CHAMPS: A few subtle rule changes have changed the whole dynamic of these champs! Now players aren’t allowed to play more than 90 minutes of footy in a day, so the games are 22.5 minute halves punctuated by a full 5 minutes for recovery. On top of that there are 12 interchanges per game. In the past these sorts of tournaments tested players under fatigue of a gruelling schedule and often mental preparation along with physical was as important as the skills and team work. Every squad benefited from resilient smaller guys who were able to come into their own as heavy guys tired in various ways. We’re closing this opportunity and perhaps breeding softer men. 

ON THE TAHS GAME: Be sure to check out the pre-match real entertainment of the Props keg race. Apparently, and to quote the invitation: “REAL PROPS – not the modern, slimmed down, super fit version.”

 

Subbies Wine Club – on the way
Like the wait while that special Hunter Semillon chills, the anticipation is delicious! The Subbies Wine Club is as easy as it gets as there are no commitments, you just buy as you like, straight or mixed dozens, specials or selected dozens. You skip the retailer (and her margin) as you are buying direct from the small winemaker who now can’t get to retail. You nominate your club as you purchase on-line and for each and every dozen your club gets $8 per case!!! Money for old rugby socks! The cheques just roll in each month. Relative prices and quality is the only thing left to be assessed – details soon.

 
Ruck & Maul
Last week, in Growdo’s column (see http://www.smh.com.au/rugby-union/union-news/two-blues-resurgence-sends-a-message-to-the-axemen-in-the-shadows-20110526-1f6e3.html), he revealed the breach of trust issue between subbies and country after a player’s eligibility was under question. Apparently “Henry Gondorff, QC, and his assistant, Johnny Hooker, are instructing Subbies.” (Google them, if you must.) Which brings to mind the infamous comment from Johnny to Henry in 1973: “Luther said I could learn from you. I already know how to drink.”
 
Make a Difference?
Also in the same column, mention of our very own (works in our office) Lisa J Kinny – and congrats on being appointed as a director of The Rugby Club. 

Six Months Later, and Lame …
Northern hemi kick in with rugby “skills” vids via Gloucester and Ulster:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eGIqGY9k6XY&feature=player_embedded 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFDKR23OSJQ&feature=player_embedded 

 
BitsMen Banter – including a female BitsMan!!!
Many apologies to BitsMan (female version) Deb Coulthard, aka Brumbygirl. I “found” an email in my junk which was one of many I have missed. Apparently, Deb has “been writing a column on our site for about 10 years, almost all of the clubs know me.” She reckons she has a contender for the old rugby nut challenge (refer last week’s Bits):

“Richard Coulthard has played 122 games for St George Rugby since 1999. Answers to your questions:-
1.  Yes
2.  Yes
3.  Yes
4.  Yes - Gold Coast - Australian Masters Games 5 years running with ACT Vets Gold Medal, Alice Springs - Gold Medal, Adelaide, Canberra, played in World Golden Oldies 2010 for Older Thistles who took out a silver medal!
5.  Yes - 2007 World Cup - France, current member of Australian Parliamentary Team and ACT Vets, Canada and New Zealand
6.  Yes
7.  Yes
8.  Yes
9.  Yes
Extra points:-
1.  Yes, played with leather ball
2.  Yes, 3 pt try
3.  Yes, wore pads in shorts - Carss Park Royals
4.  Yes, we still shake hands at half way

5.  Yes, still wears studs

And he is only 52!! You have to guess what position he plays!!" 
 

While on the old rugby nut, Brother’s BitsMan, Whorie, thought another qualification point could be given for: “Started in the backs finished in the ‘Pigs’.” But quickly qualified this with: “As a piggy from day one, I received this suggestion from an old ‘comb and mirror holder’ and thought out of fairness I would pass it on. After all he did finish in ‘The Pigs’."

 

Hills Club Captain James Clarke played his 350th Game for the club on Saturday when he ran for 2nd Grade against Blue Mountains. James has played for the club since 1983 when he was a youngster (now 34). He has only ever played for Hills. James also has a tattoo on his left chest of the Hills logo and has a spot waiting to fill in when he stops playing to add the numbers of games played, he has played over 60 1st Grade games and has been Club Captain since 2005 when the club first entered Div 3. Well done James!

 
I know Parkesy has a St Ives rugby club logo tatt with premiership years. Any others out there?

 

From Epping BitsMan, Thurbo: "Just looking back a few weeks ago about Kane from Balmain having trouble getting into the Epping Club, he yearned for the day when ‘if you're shirtless, beer gut hanging over mud slung shorts, socks rolled down and bleeding from a head wound you're still overdressed for speeches’. On Saturday, Kane rocked up to Balmain's speeches nicely coiffured in polo shirt, jeans, hair done nicely.  Not a single beer gut was seen, no mud slung shorts to be worn or head wounds still to be tended to!  What is the world coming to?”

Masters Rugby
For the uninitiated, Masters Rugby is far from Golden Oldies grab and giggle! Many subbies guys participated in the world masters rugby event held in Sydney in 2009 and Mosman won gold in the Over 40s. Bronze in the Over 35 went to Petersham Pirates. The Pirates contested and won gold at the Pan Pacs held on the Gold Coast last November. The team drew from many clubs and included presidents of Petersham, Blacktown and Epping and the Rugby Director of Briars who is also a subbies board member. “The Freak” (from Waverley) had to withdraw after an injury in his winning GF. (Also included a Maori AB!)

The Pirates intend to defend their gold medal at the next Pan Pacs – Gold Coast 2012 and contest the next world masters in Turin, Italy in August 2013. If you’re interested you can contact james.melrose@sydney.edu.au but be ready for an intense tournament contested with vigour, passion and excellent camaraderie and also be ready to contribute to and enjoy the legendary Petersham tour culture.

 
Going Somewhere? Let Me Know
Speaking of tours, there’s no question that rugby touring is great glue (lubricant?) for clubs and a significant benefit of rugby involvement. Andy Ball pointed out this note on the Hunters Hill website (www.huntershillrugby.org.au): “I've heard that the recently aborted Rapture has been postponed to the 21st October. A much more sensible date. This will no longer interfere with finals football nor our end of season trip.” So I know Hunters are touring. If clubs send me their plans I will collate and publish a list in a couple of weeks; include if you are happy for others to join so maybe players from less organised clubs can get a tour too.

Also note that long time subbies sponsor International Sports Tours can organise everything for you – you could include the Bangkok 7s (28-30 October) - see news item on subbies site.

 
Back In My Day …
Refs didn’t have pockets.
 
Twit Bits 
@seobloke Seems settled.. Snoopy was the world’s first exponent of planking
 
Dad Humour
'TINGGGG!.....(two three four), TINGGGG!.....(two three four)' (the mind of a triangle player)
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Rep team triumph, On the Field, “Fan” Forum, Vale Liverpool, Are You an Old Rugby Nut?, In My Day 

One Down, One to Go
Iain Payten (@iainpayten) 21/05/11 6:41 PM
NSW Subbies have beaten NSW Country 18-16 at the SFS. Wild scenes, and that's just Paul Timmins. Hello schooner factory? send more supplies.
And if coach Grippo still gave it a nudge, the factory may have blown up although he’ probably saving any celebrations until he completes his goal of also beating Qld subbies - that game on June 4 in Brisneyland. Coach Grippo: TOUGH game. Some great individual and team performances – Adam Choice (Campbelltown) was on the front foot all day and James Winston-Smith (St Pats) was dynamite around the park; the backs did very well but Dan Kelly’s pressure penalty to give us the final lead was a cracker from the 22m and 7 in from touch! Now we prepare for Queensland and plan to achieve something not done since 2003 – The Double!
The Godfather: A victory to THE Premier Amateur Rugby squad - "NSW Subbies" over the Country Cockatoos. Hats off to Coach Adonis, his crew and our champion Subbies Team who play the game for the love of it. Also, couldn't help but notice the Subbies David Hasselhoff - Ian Cowboy Ross with his mug in a few team shots. Looking good Cowboy?
From Bitsman and Hunters Hill VP “Super” Ron White:

Hunters Hill RUFC made some unique history on Sat night at the SFS by have 3 players, playing in 3 different rep teams all on the wing. Lani Kaiwai for NSW Subbies, Tim Walton for NSW Country and Sosene Anesi for the Waratahs. Lani came to Hunters Hill via Salamo Tuopola from our recruitment drive for the 7's tournaments at the end of last year and has played touch football for NZ. Tim came to the club as the boyfriend of the daughter of club legend Tony Brunsdon, and Sosene is good friends with the daughter of club president Rod Salmon. Hopefully all will be back in the black and white in the coming weeks to help with the push for Div 1 promotion. 

 
On The Field
First Div
Drummoyne roll on undefeated but Knox went close last Saturday 13-17. This game was vital for Knox to remain a chance at the semis and it will be close to impossible for them from here now. There is a glimmer of hope and as long as there is wind in the bagpipes, they will be having a crack. Knox won every other grade but still find themselves in the bottom half of the club champs (with round in hand). They haven’t finished outside the top 2 in club champs since before their bulleting rise from 4th division in 2002.

In Kentwell, Mosman went down to Campbelltown (currently second to Drummoyne), in a points fest 24-51. This allowed Colleagues to leapfrog Mosman into third with a 32-24 win over St Pats.

This week Drummoyne travel to Woollahra to meet Colleagues who have only lost one game so will be keen to knock off the comp leaders for a chance at the minor premiership or at least a major semi berth. 

 

Second Div
Hunters Hill are still on top in Barraclough but it was a close call at David Pillips Field last Saturday. From “Super”: The entertaining match was a thrilling contest with some great rugby played. Early tries to Jordan Butler and Ricky Kucia saw HH take control, but UNSW never gave up. Although Hunters were always ahead on the scoreboard, Uni came to within 4 at 29-25 with a try in the corner, but a penalty goal by Bruce Purcell saw Hunters regain a 7 point lead with minutes to play. Uni kept the pressure up and were rewarded with a try next to the posts which was duly converted to level at 32 all. Uni supporters thought it was time but the ref found a few more minutes and Hillies replied with winger Dan Casa racing from deep in his half along the touchline, beating 5 players with a palm, a dummy, a step and his pace then drawing the cover defence to pass inside to Matt Lane who raced the last 20 meters to score a memorable victory 37-32..
UNSW will be focussing to go for the full 80 against undefeated Briars this Saturday to remain in the top 4.

 

Third Div
After Saturday, Petersham surged ahead of Blue Mountains by 147 points (with a round in hand) in the Club Championship and are second to only Hunters Hill (by 77) in the Cowboy Cup. 

Blueys prevented a 6 in a row clean sweep by Petersham with a come from behind 1 point win in first grade after losing fifth to second grades narrowly. In Clark, Blueys maintain their undefeated record but were kept to just 15 points (previously averaging 40) in only their second game not to register a bonus point.

Balmain v Epping is the pick of the games in Clark Cup this week, with Balmain now stringing three wins in a row and keen to reverse the 30-35 first round result.

BitsMan Kilby (UWSH): UWSH Clarkies were always in front and had control of the game but let Hills get to 17-13. The Uni boys then took it away to win 30-18 A great individual try to winger Mitch Gibbs, with a chip kick and pace assured the win. To hills credit they stayed in the contest even though they lost their classy 10 in the first half after a strong hit which saw a yellow card for the offender and the bad luck continued when the Hills 12 badly broke his wrist. Away to the highly ranked shammies next week which won't be easy and a 1st v 2nd match up in Farrant cup will be interesting with shammies only having 36 points scored against them in their 6 games.
BitsMan Jeff Lalchere (Blue Mtns) Once again the inner city will be the area hosting the cream of the Clarke Cup fixtures as Camperdown Oval is the venue for the Petersham and UWSH clash. The Shammies come into the big game on the back of their first loss of the season last time out to the undefeated leaders Blue Mountains in a real thriller that could have gone either way. UWSH will be looking for their forwards under the guidance of Sam Palmer to set the scene for an upset victory. This will be no easy task however as Petersham’s in form front row of Vaotangi Mafi, Andrew Harris and Gareth Dixon have been on fire, and with skipper and point scoring machine David Lenehan behind the pack, Shammies deserve to be pre match favourites. Whatever the result, the staff and patrons of the Australian Youth Hotel will be ready for yet another formidable gathering of the Outer Western Sydney’s Rugby players for the post match drinks in nearby Glebe. (Last week a Bluey’s boy booked a room in town and had a night out with his girl and some other friends but (along with 15 or so Shammies) forgot to leave the AYH even after the doors were locked.
Fourth Div
In McLean, St George beat Rockdale last week but will need to kick up a gear if they are to trouble Merrylands this Saturday. On Thursday night, Macquarie Uni take on the might of Brothers in the game deferred because of rep team commitments and these two games are unfortunately likely to reinforce that there are only two real contenders for the McLean Cup in ’11. Get to Wakehurst Park (cnr Waldon road and Forest way, Belrose) Thursday night to see Brothers v Macq Uni 
Fifth Div
Last week in Jeffrey, the top 3 teams beat the bottom 3, with Fairvale (in 4th) having a decent crack before going down to Canterbury (placed 2nd) 22-38. 

This week Lane Cove, third on the ladder, take on the undefeated Sydney Harlequins who are carrying a few injuries and may be vulnerable.

 

Sixth Div
The week has arrived! Redfield v Maccabi, the two undefeated teams clash at Lyne Park. On paper (or hi def screen), Redfield are the favourites with bonus point wins every week and coming off a 104–12 win last week. Maccabi apparently struggled to put away 13th placed Terry Hills 16-11 and this was TH’s first bonus point for a close loss. 

Both teams will bring their A game this Saturday and it will be a cracker!!!! 

From BitsMan, Michael Lilley (Dundas): Last Saturday Dundas Valley Vikings hosted the mighty Randwick at Ray Price Oval in an  entertaining and physical affair between two clubs that are major contenders for the Meldrum Cup. On the stroke of half time, Randwick kicked a penalty to take a half time lead 15 – 12. In the 2nd half the Vikings had enough chances to win the game but poor ball handling and decision making late in the game let them down. Randwick scored their 3rd try in the 75th minute to win the game 20 – 12 Dundas Valley coach Milton Teratana said after Saturday’s game “Today I’m proud of the way we made Randwick work hard for their win but having said that we were quite capable of winning”.
Tahs Fan Forum – or tell us we’re boring til our ears bleed
Most, I think commend the Waratahs for having a crack at connecting in a real way at the fan forum last Thursday (attended by me – I turned up late so even sat with the journos!) but many didn’t sound like “fans”.

Summary from Twitter: 

Firstly, Quadie (no I don’t follow him again – this was retweeted) gave his opinion of the way fan feedback should be dealt with; read the “conversation” from the bottom up (sorry, that’s just the way it is)

	Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 19/05/11 5:24 PM
@kurtley_beale that's y ya got twitter tho ;) tell your coach to get twitter


 
	Kurtley Beale (@kurtley_beale) 19/05/11 5:17 PM
@QuadeCooper Its giving the fans an opportunity to ask questions to the coaches and senior players about our performances.


 
	Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper) 19/05/11 5:14 PM
@kurtley_beale what's the fan forum bred?


 
	Kurtley Beale (@kurtley_beale) 19/05/11 5:05 PM
@drew_mitchell bred you tell them that you and I, us love them. Tough and honestly!! We can't do it without them.. #goTAHS no gammon talk


 
	Drew Mitchell (@drew_mitchell) 19/05/11 4:02 PM
Looking forward to hearing from the fans at the forum tonight.. It's time we start listening and delivering #goTAHS



Can’t see Mr Hickey tweeting, but interesting point about the current efficient methods of getting real feedback and responding.

 

Clarkie summarised the content effectively

Greg Clark (@greg_clarkie) 19/05/11 8:44 PM
Lots of topics at Tahs Fan Forum but mainly too much kicking, boring rugby, lack of commitment and pride, poor skill and execution. Ouch!

 
ABC’s Lou Ransome gained some cred and popularity with her Twitter coverage which included:
Louise Ransome (@LouRansome) 19/05/11 7:13 PM
There is so much passion for the #TAHS in this room. It's really great to see ppl care. Mitchell admits kicking IS an issue #Waratahsforum
 

Spot The Amateur
So after the formal bit, I traipsed off to where there were free party pies and cheese and spinach triangles – didn’t see any of the “other” journos there! What I hadn’t seen before and loved was the spacious home change room with roomy hot and cold baths, big shower facilities and lockers to rival my home wardrobe set up. The visitors? Well, better than most (all?) subbies, but no baths, less room and crappy lockers – love the home stadium advantage!

Help For Missing Info v Hunters Hill 1997
Super: Hunters Hill are looking for club match results for all grades Div 1 in 1997 to complete the set going back to 1970. If anyone has match results for 1997 v HH please contact superronwhite@gmail.com 
 
Vale Liverpool Rugby Club
After a colourful history, Liverpool Rugby Club, founded in 1975 is now officially “kapoot”. Like with any rugby club, the Bulls history is peppered with glory, inglory and seriously fun and interesting times.

Starting a club, especially in a non-rugby area is a massive task. Credit to 10 blokes who stumped up $3K each to build the club (back when $3K was a deposit on a house) and to many who poured gallons and litres of sweat, tears and blood into the club.

Famously, Mark Latham was a player and the club has now taken the same route as him. Bye bye.

Want one more listen to the club song?

http://www.liverpool.rugby.net.au/_uploads/res/60_5701.mp3
PS Like a few things around the club, this song was ahem, “borrowed” – from The Irvine Coast RFC California.

 
renegades.net.au
Big credit to Rouse Hill Renegades who stepped up from 2 to 3 teams this year to participate in the McLean, Grose and Walker Cups. They didn’t know they would be doing it with only 10 of the 40 blokes who played in the two GFs last year! 

Check this from BitsMan and Renegade, Nick Pfitzner; Club Registrar, Web Designer, 2nd Grade Coach, Prop, News hound and general dogsbody: Balmain site isn't too bad. Nice flashy moving pictures and all that, even if the Front page is all over the place like a mad woman's proverbial and the font is godawful to read. I'm sure they're happy with whatever pile of cash they spent. Don't suppose they've got ALL their blokes stats on it somewhere? No? Funny thing - at the Rouse Hill Renegades, we've got all our blokes' achievements up there on the web:
http://www.renegades.net.au/index.php?pageid=12 Select anyone and get a full list of teams they've played in by season, photo (if the Police have a mugshot on file) and links to the team sheets they've played in.
The RHR are having a rough year with just two wins across their grades so far and have had their goalposts knocked off. Pfitzner: the upshot is we've forked out $3K of our own money for a new set. Now we're just praying they show up before the weekend so we'll be able to host our first home game since Round 1. Not that it probably matters that much - Gordon ... er, I mean, "Brothers" will probably clean our clock in what is a tough enough season for us without our posts dropping off the face of the planet. Maybe some of the tartan Brothers will be struggling in their third game in eight days?


Impress with Your Wine Selections
Details are about to emerge about how our union can help us all be great wine people. There is a sponsorship about to locked in with an online wine seller which will provide a monthly rebate to clubs nominated at purchase.

Don’t worry, it’s not the dozen randoms that turn up (of which 2 are any good) or any monthly or any other sort of commitment. In fact it is a collective of quality winemakers who you can’t usually access cos, being smaller, are locked out of retail by big chains. It is primary producer to you which helps our winemaking industry and the battling little guy. It helps you cos you will have rarely seen beauties to impress chicks, colleagues and yourself. You just order what you want, when you want it and reliable ratings and wine descriptions on the website make it easy to select. It helps your club with a little income for no effort.    

There will be opportunities for bigger chunks of income with a little more effort. Details to come shortly. 

Are You an Old Rugby Nut? – rate yourself
To get a score out of 10 rating you as an old rugby nut, score one for each yes. Have you:

1. played more than 50 senior games? 

2. coached (officially)? 

3. reffed (doesn’t have to be official, picking up the whistle when the ref didn’t front can count)? 

4. been on a rugby tour within Australia and NZ? 

5. been on a rugby tour outside Australia and NZ? 

6. scored a try? 

7. kicked a goal? 

8. had something reconstructed? 

9. found out about a washed out game by arriving at the ground to see the sign? 

10. CORRECTLY diagnosed a complex injury before seeing physio or specialist? 

For a chance of an extra 10 and to be a really old rugby nut, score another point if you:

-          played some of your games with a leather ball

-          scored a 4 point try

-          scored a 3 point try

-          kicked a goal when tees were illegal

-          have a reconstruction scar longer than 10cm

-          played with pads in the side of your shorts

-          lined up at halfway to shake hands for stacks of your games

-          saw (live) Sydney beat an international team

-          saw a game at the Sports Ground when it faced the “other” way

-          screwed in your 18mms for really wet days


Yep, of course I scored 20!

 
BitsMen Banter (haven’t heard from a BitsWoman yet)
From “Jarosz”, BitsMan and rugby world traveller (currently at Petersham): I was helping out on Saturday down at picturesque Camperdown Oval (or is that Shamwow Stadium?) and the referee wandered onto the field. I thought that the Wild Man of Borneo had got a little lost but it was none other than Costa Georgiadis from SBS's "Costa's Garden Odyssey". Not only did he ref fantastically but he also ref'd both Halligan Cup games. If only he could've sorted out the non-grassed areas of the field. To quote Peter Fitzsimons "you gotta love this city". Also, I mentioned to the missus that the nickname of Balmain Rugby is the "Muzzled Wolves". She thought it sounded a bit like the "Neutered Cats". Maybe she does listen when I talk to her about rugby.
 
Thomas Tudehope: Redfield's Belgian import, Arnaud Kervay, who has never played rugby before scored his first five pointer on the weekend against Bankstown in Redfield's 104-12 romp. Arnaud has been with the club all year alternating between the Meldrum Cup and Halligan Cup. He only has one week left before heading back home so was duly anxious to grab a meat pie before he departed. 
 
The Godfather:
Well, caught  a few games over the past weeks and sampled some steak sangers . Looking at results, the weekend past was similar to Miranda Kerr's bod! - Drummoyne over Knox at Reds Stadium 17-15,  Beercroft bumping Iggies 30-27 at Headen and Blueys did Shammies at Fort Shamrock 15-14, 
On the flipside and as usual, Harlequins in Jeffrey Cup have posted plus half century scores for the last two rounds. On current form I'm punting a Div 4 promotion for them next season. 

Recent steak sangers tried and tested were at Fort Shamrock, Reds Stadium and Harlequin Haven. Shammies are taking credit for introducing Wagyu to bread - I think they stole the beef out of Mountain Maloney's esky. The Dirty Reds Burger was pretty good! A bit red in the middle but that could have been the sauce and Harlequins sandwich was pretty, just pretty!!! 

Whilst on the subject of meat. Newport vs Blacktown this weekend at Porter Head Steak Reserve is the annual Cougar Cup. Pimp AJ has selectively sold 300 cougar tickets to 300 cougars. I wonder what the post match raffle will involve. Apparently the cougar call is "Show us ya hose", and finally Tim Richards will be checking out Sydney Convicts vs Macquarie Uni
 
Back In My Day …
The NSW and Wallaby teams trained at night and played in the day. Oh, and place kicked off sand or a bit of dirt dug up.
As our newest board member often says:
“702 Traffic”

 

Overheard 
I flirted with disaster last night. Now disaster won't stop texting me.
 

 

Hodgiehodgiehodgie
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3rd div dominates Bits - esp Balmain, Cowboy Cup, rep honours, Dingo gets BOBsy, non-playing members
 

Show Me Your Bits!!
Third Div news dominates my Bits this week – but only because those clubs send me interesting stuff. Maybe it is only third div clubs who are maintaining the rich fabric of subbies rugby? But the Tahs Tix for this Sat go to Barker man Cam Harris – Cam, make sure you get there early to see our rep team come up against the might of the country cockatoos – kick off 5 pm. Thanks to all who are making an effort to share info.

 
Cowboy Cup
This is only the second year this Cup will be presented – to the club with the highest Club Champ points across any division. Naturally, the higher divisions with more comps have a better chance but the ebb and flow last year was fascinating. Harlequins from div 5 went close before it was taken out by Blacktown from Div 3. After 6 rounds this year, Hunters (Div 2) are leading with two teams from Div 3 in the top 4 and Brothers (Div 4) in 5th. Watch out for the clubs with a round in hand - Petersham (currently 2nd), Colleagues (7th) and Forest (8th). Check out the table on the draws/results link at the top of the Club Champs.

On The Field:
In Kentwell, Drummoyne continue undefeated with an impressive 5 BPs from their 6 matches. Last Saturday, the top 5 teams all won and this weekend, 2 plays 3 and 4 plays 5. This will start to sort out the real semi contenders. Cambelltown (in 3rd) host Mosman (2nd) with the first game at their showground since the wet and Colleagues (4th with game in hand) host St Pats (5th).

 

In Barraclough, Briars with game in hand against lowly Hornsby are undefeated and the team to beat, although looked scrappy in their win over Blacktown on Saturday. This week, Uni (3rd) vs Hunters (1st) and Blacktown (4th) vs Forest (5th) will start to sort the three teams who will join Briars in the semis.

 

Clark Cup. From BitsMan Jon Kilby of UWSH:

UWSH and Waverley put on a great game of footy on the weekend. Waverley won in the last 3 minutes with a converted try. UWSH led 28-18 with 10 to go but two penalty goals and the last ditch converted try put the Bondi men ahead. Players and supporters from UWSH were scratching their heads about how the boys lost that game and how an inform 2nd grade team let a lowly placed Waverly win in Farrant Cup – Waves won all 4 games. A good game for UWSH in 1st grade from Daniel Levitt, who scored a great individual try from 60 out with a chip kick and some great footwork and also worth a mention is Jeff Ryan who again troubled the defence with a try and 2 ref’s points. The Waverley 10 was solid. Not sure if Jon means build or play


It was a day of celebrities for UWSH with Greg Inglis supporting his cousin – the firsts 10, Steve Blair. Credit to the mungo who supported the club from 12 pm and honoured the first grade by presenting their jerseys. I am told that Steve Peacocke who played in 3rds is also a celebrity as he is in Home and Away (Daryll Braxton). He came off after he twinged a hammy which apparently was injured on set chasing a car, but from Jon:  or was it in the bedroom with policewoman Charlie? We'll have to wait and see. 
Here he is:  http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10150170417431525&set=oa.145386235534999&type=1&theater.
One bully from Richmond pushed his way to the front of the face painting queue at Waverley’s family day activities:
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#!/photo.php?fbid=10150170417331525&set=oa.145386235534999&type=1&theater
 

Looking ahead in Clark, Balmain really need a win against the improving Waverley and Blue Mountains should be favourites in the top of the table clash against Petersham. This from Bluey’s BitsMan and long term subbies reporter, Jeff Lalchere: For followers of Clark Cup all roads lead to Camperdown Oval Saturday as the first round concludes with the much anticipated clash between the two undefeated teams Blue Mountains and Petersham. This will be the final event of a great day of competitive football between the current divisional heavy weights, as they vie for Club Champ points and supremacy. In five games of Rugby, three are between unbeaten sides, while the other two see top four teams playing each other. Mountains know they will need to lift their standard of play from that shown last time out in what was a very scrappy performance against Epping. Any side who boasts the likes of current Subbies top point scorer Dave Twoomey and in form skipper George Ftynogiannis (who has taken out the refs B&F for an incredible 5 times so far this winter) are sure to give the Shammies a run for their money.
In McLean, it continues to be a tale of two teams, although Brothers were held to only three tries by St George – first time with no BP this year! The Brothers vs Macquarie Uni first grade stoush slated for this Saturday has been postponed til Thursday 26th May; 7.30 pm kickoff at Wakehurst Rugby Park. Grose and Walker Cup games will run as scheduled at Roseville Chase Oval. In the Walker Cup (3rd grade) Colleagues Convicts have joined as Rockdale departs. This week they face comp leaders St George who are yet to lose.

 

In Div 5, Sydney Harlequins had a Ladies Day last Saturday and first grade jerseys swapped two quadrants of their Harlequin strip for pink as part of fund raising for the McGrath Foundation. From BitsMan, Rohan Aalders : Day was a great laugh but a bit of a disaster as Chatswood showed up well under manned. Essentially played a shortened 2nd grade game and then played 20 mins in 1st grade before abandoning the game. Disappointing as we had notched 56 points in that time. Big drawcard of the day was the Undie 100 where the girls put down their $ for the McGrath Foundation to see blokes sprint a length of the field in their reggies. The girls were in fine form with a few looking a bit worse for wear before the band kicked off at 7:30pm at The Rugby Club in town. 
 

On the field, in Jeffrey, Fairvale can shoot into second place ahead of Canterbury if they can beat them this week (and also take the points over lowly Chatswood in their postponed game).

 

In Meldrum, Maccabi and Redfield racked up a stack of points (70 & 52) as they both continued undefeated. They play the bottom two teams this week and the anticipation of their match against each other on 28th May is delicious. This week, Dundas (3rd) play Randwick (5th) and will hope to win to shoot for second spot. 

From BitsMan & Raider, Clarky: 5 years ago Seaforth Raiders joined the Meldrum Cup competition and to welcome us our local rival Manly Savers created the Burnt Bridge Cup (stretch of road between us). Savers haven’t lost the Cup but based on the form of both sides this year, and with Raiders hosting the match, there’s a fair bet that Raiders will hoist the cup for the first time! Game is 3.15pm at Bantry Bay Reserve, Seaforth.
Rep Honours
Congrats and best wishes to the Subbies rep team who take on the cockatoos this Saturday at the stadium. Captain Vinnie “Oi” Byrne is joined by three club mates from Brothers (4th Div). Vinnie, Buckets Thomas and Greg Wade were also team mates last year in first grade at Gordon. Lock Mitch Hardy (UWSH, 3rd Div) will be adding his NSWSRU jersey to his Australian Unis jersey which he earned against NZ Unis a couple of weeks ago. At West Harbour last year, Mitch was chosen for Aussie Unis after strong form in the Laffan Cup contested by 11 unis from 4 states/territories in March.   

BTW: country have already started the excuses #officemindgames

 

Balmain Corner
Balmain & Drew Full credit to Balmain who by whatever means secured Drew Mitchell as a club member. Last year when he donned the black and gold along with Matt Giteau, the club did an outstanding promotion job which benefited them, the sport and our union. Crowd was reported at 4000 and I’m sure they sold a few wolfburgers. 

Many would have seen media last week announcing that Drew hopes to play his first game back from injury at Blackmore on 13th August, but it seems the publicity greedy club have jumped the gun. 

According to AAP (McKeith/Walton 11/5) Mitchell says he’s not even close to pencilling in any comeback date and it came as a surprise that he was being billed for Balmain’s Ladies Day. AAP quoted Mitchell “if it's out there in the public domain that I'm playing on August 13 and I don't, then there will be question marks around that too". Tch Tch Muzzled Wolves.
Subbies in Cyberspace I think it is great that subbies clubs are using technology and digital media to communicate to their membership, supporters and wider world and I presume the aim for most is to grow traffic to a well presented website. But …many – most? – sites are pretty ordinary and very 1900s. Never a club to hide their light under a bushel, Balmain reckon they have the best. Club Cap Camo: “best farken subbies website eva" and from an email newsletter: “No doubt a few of our neighbours will copy our ideas again and we look forward to seeing their websites changing to keep up over the next couple of years”. Look at www.balmainrugby.com It is very nice (check out “history” and why Muzzled Wolves). Any club reckon theirs is better?

19 Take to the Mountains As mentioned before, the 3rd and 4th grade make up games for Balmain against Blue Mountains at Lappo billed by Balmain as the Mothers’ Day Massacre clashed with their wine and cheese club function (that was fair dinkum!). Only 19 players were despatched west. Full credit to those blokes who took it to the Blueys boys and nearly won both games.

 

Ruby Rose Day This Sat (21st) will be the third Ruby Rose Day run by Balmain to remember the tragic loss of Ruby Rose Brown, daughter of club man James and wife Erin. The aim is to raise awareness & funds for the Stillbirth Foundation and first grade will be swapping the black and gold hoops for purple and white and the 24 jerseys will be auctioned off at Dick’s on Saturday night. All are asked to wear purple to the ground. See www.stillbirthfoundation.org.au 

 

BalmainKane v The Godfather – final word Again and finally on Balmain, in reference to last week’s rants, Kane has the last word:

Your anonymous friend has some serious anger issues. I've renamed him Godfather III. You know, the boring one that nobody likes. I think he's had his Irony Detector removed. Next time I email I'll make it easy by marking any jokes with a big (S) for sarcasm. Thankfully I don't accept criticisms from anyone who thinks the singular of Wolves is "Wolve". 
 
The Godfather:
During my round 5 assessments for the Subbies Steak Sanga Challenge I caught the Sydney Convicts in there Div 4 Walker Cup match against Brothers at CA Redmond and St George vs Rouse Hill, at Carss Park. The Convicts gave it to the Brothers with some hard rugby. Brothers in the second half controlled the scoring however went down 17-5. Over at Carss Park, it was a Saints home game with 
"Big Bad Russ The Renegade" supporting the lads from Rouse Hill who were up against Club Polynesia. Although strong performances by Saints winning 1s & 2s convincingly the Renegades played in good Spirit and that is what our game is all about. Oh yeah, Steak sanga assessment: Rockdale was pretty good but I don't know how I ended up with egg on mine and St George forfeited the challenge. They've gone to tinned corn beef with sweet chilli. Apparently on bread it is "Sweet as bro"!!!!                                            That is all                                The Godfather 
Ps: Back in my Day,  the post match raffle wasn't for a meat tray, it was for the cow!
 
Back In My Day …
.. rugby balls had laces and were made of leather. They were very expensive and clubs had just a few match balls – maybe one per year between 2 or more teams. As a kid, if you played late on a wet Saturday, the ball had been through a few games and weighed a few stone. It was slippery, literally like soap, and jarred your leg to kick. As a 6 year old and playing on a full field, I remember it was hard to (place) kick off the 10 yards through the mud. These days it is no longer a sport to knock off the opposition’s pill and teams don’t even bother to “brand” them!
 
Not Playing Membership
Every club would love to tap into the resource of their ex players and supporters and I know a lot of efforts over the years have just not worked over a long term. Newport have a great arrangement for the “Broken Breakers” Club. 80 odd blokes stump up $120 to get a feed and grog on one special day, a couple of beers every other home game and a cap and fleece. The profit from that makes them the second biggest sponsor and the cost of a few beers is more than recouped with the other 6 they buy plus a steak sanger and a book of raffle tix. They wear their identifying gear with pride and gather at the BBQ corner where tries are the most rewarded with an old boys cheer. Any other clubs have a good non playing membership?

 

Tahs - Behind the Scenes
An eight part documentary “The Code – Life with the HSBC Waratahs” looks at the inner workings and the personalities within the squad. Ep 1 screens on Fox Sports on Thursday 26th May.

 

Direct from the Brumbies coach - “a mob without any fight in us”
http://fb.me/y415W7C7
 
Crazy Pom Cyclists
Remember these soap dodgers who are cycling from twickers to the RWC? www.CyclingToTheRugbyWorldCup.com Well they now have dates for when in Sydney (14 - 17 August) – see below their NSW itinerary
287km (2 days)Yamba - eta August 6th
138km (1 day) Coffs harbour - eta August 7th
158km (2 days) Port macquarie - eta August 9th
240km (2 days) Newcastle - eta August 11th
163km (2 days) Sydney - eta August 13th (rest 14/15/16/17 August)
878km (Hume Hwy/Fwy) (6 days) or 1052km (coastal) (9 days) Melbourne - eta August 26th (rest until August 31 - fly NZ 1 Sep)
They are keen to connect with rugby people: from Tom: Ideally, we would like to meet with anyone from the rugby community who could provide us a shower and bed for 1 night, but really it's about making contacts in the rugby world, people who care about the sport and might want some involvement as a club in helping rugby provide opportunities to very unfortunate communities.
We want to build a database of "rugby friends" rather than just contacts, so meeting and sharing their own rugby experiences and stories is what we are after. It's a long term plan, not just the duration of our cycle...
Email them (jodieandtom@googlemail.com) if you could help. I’ve had contact on Skype, Email and Twitter and for Poms, they are good sticks. You could ring me for more background.

 
BOBs on First Name Terms with Dingo Deans
From BitsMan, Cameron Harris:

Barker Old Boys had a guest coach on April 28 at Turramurra Oval – The one and only Robbie Deans. Have a look at the website and scroll down on the front page until you get to the photos of a few of the boys and Robbie. www.bobsrugby.com  
Our president, Cheese McMahon met Robbie at a Barker College Rugby Function a few months ago and gave him his card. 3 months later, Robbie calls up out of the blue and says “I want to coach on Wednesday night, can I come to training’. Cheese’s understated reply was ‘’um, sure Robbie, I’m sure the boys wouldn’t mind’. Anyway, the boys found Robbie to be a great bloke and the training session was fantastic - who says the ARU doesn’t care about the grass roots!

Note that in the two games prior to this training, BOBs conceded 132 points and the game after, just 26. They also earned their 1st comp pt for a close loss 23-26 and this was to Drummoyne - still undefeated.

Twit Bits
Ben Tapuai (@bentapuai) 13/05/11 9:32 AM
Morning tweeps.. At mt ommaney havin a coffee with @johnrextapuai n the rest of the clan. Cant believe its #GameDay. Might hav a shop :)
What’s the go with pro rugby guys and shopping??? I see it mentioned all the time. Maybe this is a “back in my day” bit, but shopping on game day? – maybe this is good prep for option selection????? 
And, just like any 14 yo (ah hang on…):
James O'Connor (@JamesOConnor832) 16/05/11 11:11 PM
Killing time at time zone til our movie- bro lost bball shoot out so has to walk backwards 4 rest of night:) http://t.co/yssU1xt
 
Cold Mornings
I don't care what yoga people say -- life feels better when you start the day with a coffee.
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Show me ya Bits, this week, ref chat, photos, hands, unmuzzled wolf, Mountain Issues, Twit Bits …

 

Show Me Your Bits!!
Thanks a lot for contributions, especially many of the clubs in Div 3 (see acknowledgments at the bottom). If you feel like taking a few minutes to preview your division’s games, share a yarn from your club or want to stir the pot, please send to me. Remember for the best “Bit” sent by Monday 16th midnight, two tix to Waratahs v Lions game at SFS on 21st.

 

On The Field:
In Kentwell, Colleagues lost their first 2011 game last Saturday, to Cambelltown, despite the match being moved to Woollahra. Campbelltown are travelling well, and travel again this week to Koola to take on Knox who notched their first win last week, over Lindfield (winless). 

 
In Barraclough, the table is splitting in two with the undefeated Briars hosting Blacktown the key match this week.

 

In Clark, Blue Mountains continue undefeated and in a slick performance last Saturday, picked up a bonus point win over UWSH with a big end to the game - they led 13-3 at the break. After running out of steam in the very west of our comp last week, UWSH travel to the seaside looking for a change of air and fortunes when they take on Waverley. The battle of third place v fourth just might be decided at the number 9 position with Brendon Fidow for UWSH up against Mark Nicholls. Also key will be whether Waverley can contain inform Blood and Mustard centre, Jeff Ryan. Rest assured both the winners and the losers will sing the praise of the beverages on offer at the nearby Waverley Bowling Club and then full of sea air, the Richmond based boys face the extra challenge of the bus trip home.
Last week in McLean Cup, the winning three teams scored 161 and the losing three 7 combined. Two of those winning teams play this week when Brothers meet St George. At last outing at home, Brothers won 58-7 but St George will be looking to reverse that score and hope that Brothers might be distracted by their bus trip shenanigans. It’s full scale dress ups – see past trip photos: https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.217675974910752.62619.214557958555887 

 

 

Canterbury, second on 17 pts and Lane Cove, third on 15 meet this week in Jeffrey Cup. Last meeting at Wills 72 points were racked up, with Canterbury taking the bacon 44-28.

 

In Meldrum, Dundas meet Sydney Grammar with the loser slipping away from the top group. They look evenly matched and it should be a cracker at Reg Bartley.

 

What Refs Discuss Over a Beer.
Last Friday night in the Reds v Rebels fixture, Julian Huxley, running across field, leaps high, takes the ball, calls "mark" and lands with both feet over the sideline. The referee ruled that the "mark" took place in the field of play and awarded a free kick just in from touch. The ball was kicked from outside the 22 to Huxley, and because he sailed over the sideline and took the ball into touch from the air, could it have also been a lineout to Huxley's Rebels 50 metres back up field from where the kick was made? To badge wearer, Craig Duckmanton, “the mark was not the advantage, the lineout back up field was and so the lineout with Rebels throw should have been the result”. 
Was the mark and touch simultaneous or do you have to rule the mark because it happened first?
 
The Spirit of Rugby and Refs
Just on refs, I had a request this week from a whistleblower asking to remind players/clubs to be kind to refs. If you don’t agree or know why, find the most decent bloke in your club and find out from him. “It’s the little things” that make a difference – shake the guy/gal’s hand and thank them for their time – win, lose, draw or robbed.

 
Step Away – Give me Light
During a trial game in March, Hunters Hill halfback Richie Colley was getting treatment to a profusely bleeding nose when a seemingly caring fellow asked all to move back. Not because the other players were crowding the injured Colley and making him feel uncomfortable, but so that he could get a photo of the carnage for the website. The photo of the week has turned into a club sport. See  http://www.huntershillrugby.org.au/photoOfWeek/index.htm Mr Colley is 5th along on the top row.

Fix ‘er up doc!
St Pats are seeking a “friendly” hand surgeon for some fairly urgent work for one of their props. President Greg Dening is doing his best “because if he doesn't fix it, it will be like losing a girlfriend”  

Falling down a mountain
Check this out. 2nd time you watch it, you get how steep it is. 

http://uk.gizmodo.com/5799087/what-it-looks-like-falling-down-a-mountain-ter
Don’t Get Lost in the Mountains!
After an amazing three and a half decades at the same joint, Blue Mountains rugby club have a new post match watering hole! – the Blaxland Tavern. The top result in a google search is an article in the Blue Mountains Gazette about council concern over scantily clad waitresses. 
Asking For It?
Thanks to Balmain try scoring flanker Kane Gilsenan who sent the following note me. I thought it needed some comment so asked The Godfather. Dunny declined. Apologies for longevity – you can see all aren’t as word frugal as Hodgiehodgiehoidgie (whoops overdid it)

From Kane:
Just wanted to give Dunny a heads up (The Right Culture 26/04/2011). If he intends on rousing the Shammies into a theme night for the return leg in their battle with Epping he'd best check out The Epping Clubs 'house rules' http://www.eppingclub.com/about/house-rules/. When my Balmain boys played at Somerville Oval a horde of - so called - hoity toity Muzzled Wolves were turned away from the premise for "inappropriate dress". Inappropriate dress for post-match speeches! Where I'm from if you're shirtless, beer gut hanging over mud slung shorts, socks rolled down and bleeding from a head wound you're still overdressed for speeches (You can take the boy out of Gosford…….)

Dunny had best set his theme accordingly. I'd like to suggest a theme of 'Wills and Kate - A love story'. A right royal theme should get the lads up to the lofty standards of The Epping Club - note:1. Headwear is not permitted (except for religious reasons). I'm not sure if this excludes tiaras and fascinators but I'm not going to do all the hard work for them. There are a few ex-Muzzled Wolves sniffing around Petersham that could play the Princess. If that is too specific I'm sure a general dress code of 'Bible Belt Chic' will do the trick. 

On this Latte set business, quite frankly as a proud Cenny Coast Bogan I'm offended by it. Also, a good percentage of Balmain Rugby players are here on quite questionable visa conditions. A higher proportion of Muzzled Wolves hail from the mean streets of Glasgow than any other locality. Over there if you call someone a 'Latte Sculler' you are just as likely to be glassed with the latte glass. They are small but effective in the wrong hands. 
Also testament that the "posh" label has been applied unfairly, is the fact that many a Balmain Boy is having an intense struggle each Saturday with the new fangled socks that have an 'L' embroidered on one and an 'R' on the other. If the lads can crack the devilishly tricky code our opposition should be able to read 'Muzzled Wolves' written across the front of our socks as we side step them on the way to the line. Needless to say there have been plenty socks going on the wrong feet, inside out and back to front leading to 'Wolves Muzzled', 'Delzzum Selvlow" and words disappearing altogether. Sons of Doctors and Lawyers we aint.

Hopefully that puts that to bed. I take soy milk, one sugar, in case you were wondering. 

The Godfather:
Yeah Hodgie. all I can say is Kane or "Soy Latte" will no doubt cop a bashing at training from his own Club! My guess is that Soy Latte is "Demographically Challenged", the poor bastard. He goes on about fascinators, tiaras, Royal love stories and being a "Hoity Toity Muzzled Wolve" who got denied access to the Epping Club. This all sounded too "Sus" to me so I checked out his email link in order give him the benefit of the doubt. Immediately I read in point 3 of Club Dress - General Guide 
"Body shirts and crop tops which have an approximate length of 3cm or more from the naval are not permitted"! 
I can now understand there being Ex-Muzzled Wolves!? 
Then the gripe about being associated with the "Latte Set". Hello! Google "How many coffee shops in Balmain" There are 64. For the same land mass on average in the shire, there are 5. "You gotta just live with it Soy Latte"! 
As for looking after fellow clubmen, I don't have much time for the comments on his Glasgow mates with questionable visas. They will probably be deported next week as more than just Rugby players read the Subbies website. I remember a few years back when 30 undercover coppers & Ds turned up to your ground Hodgie. The following week our No.10 was done 
for conspiring to knock over a bank. You bastards!!! 
My advice Soy Latte is to accept the demographics that influence your Club. The recent state election results may assist you as a guide. In Balmain the ALP got 30.2% of the vote, LIBs - 32.6% and the Greens received 30.4% - and we all know the Greens support "Alternative Lifestyles". Now if you apply these percentages to the team you play in .............  You may not want to drop the soap!!! 
Now, play some hard Rugby, accept living with the characteristics of Balmain's society and enjoy being part of (and you said it) Balmain Rugby Est 05 - Australia's Fastest Growing Ego Rugby Club (Was the signoff on Kane’s email – hhh)
That is All   - The Godfather!
 
Back In My Day …
From the Godfather: HQ Kingswoods transported the whole team to a match including the Coach & Manager. By the way, the Manager wasn't there to assist the coach. He was there to place our bets at the TAB! 


Red Headed Step Son
It is hard to love the ‘tahs at the mo, but hang in there, we could come home strong after our bye this week. After last Friday’s tight win over Force (76 kicks from the hand in the 80 minutes = 1 kick per 26 secs of ball in play), AAP reported that coach Chris Hickey said. "Some games you win with skill and others you win with will." 
The previous week Aussie’s top S15 contender went down to the Kiwi struggler in a spectacle while the Tahs bashed out a win over the Melbourne based team in a spectacle-free spectator punish. From Twitter @iainpayten nails it with this: This is as deep as I'm getting tonight. Reds v Canes = Kate v Pippa. Tahs v Rebels = Beatrice v Eugenie.
 
Twit Bits
(@OldIggiesRugby) 7/05/11 5:10 PM
1st Grade OldIggies final score. Over 70 points scored & too many to count correctly. But we definitely lost to Mosman 55 #oirfc 20 ono
“or nearest offer”??? Actually 48-20

 
(@QuadeCooper) 6/05/11 7:32 PM
Got some good support in Melbourne!! Let's go #gametime
Note that this is 8 minutes before kick off!

The next morning Quadie tweeted that he had better hurry cos his flight had been called. Sorry mate “unfollow” – I’ve had enough. 

He still has 28,255 followers. Oh, it is not to say I have a job yet – pass along any leads for work for me!

 

And I thought it was about the committee doing all the work!
The 80/20 rule is Hugh Hefner's wife-selection policy.
 

Hodgiehodgiehodgie

Show Me Your Bits! 

0425 311 100

wahodge@hotmail.com
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS: Jon Kilby, The Godfather, Kane Gilsenan, Jeff Lalchere, Andrew Ball, AAP-DJW, Greg Dening, Craig Duckmanton, John Salisbury and of course the tieless staff of our Subbies Office.
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Mothers Day games & other reschedules, Spirit of Rugby, Retro Mungo, Porn, The Godfather, Twit Bits
 

Bonus Bits! - Tah Tix
Yep – this is the second “Bits” this week, but just as a bonus. The plan is to be a weekly thing and will try to get up Wednesdays which gives time for contributions to me during Tuesdays. Talking of the slim pickings in contributions, as promised, there are two tix to the Waratahs v Force Game on Sat for best “Bit” sent to me by Thursday 5th midnight – going out to Jon KIlby of UWSH. Thanks to Jon who messed himself last week by getting on the cans after a head knock (not smart!).

You wanna get tix? For the best “Bit” sent to me by Monday 16th midnight, two tix to Waratahs v Lions game at the SFS on 21st May.

 

Mothers’ Day
I am sure we all will honour and spoil the Mums in our life this Sunday (Joan, Jeanette, Chrissie xxx). If you have time between doing all that and are up for some Mothers Day action (rugby style) you could have a sideline beer at Turramurra, Hassell, Redfield or Lapstone. The last mentioned is just 3s and 4s and is billed by Balmain on Twitter as “Mothers Day Masacre”- I notice it clashes with their Wine and Cheese tasting. Full reschedule below. 

 

ReScheduled Matches
Washed out matches will be played on the bye weekend, but if you have no bye available you must play it within 8 days.                            

DIVISION 1
	 Sunday 8 May
	 
	 
	 

	Barker Old Boys
	v
	Drummoyne
	Turramurra Oval.   All grades.   Normal times

	Blue Mtns
	v
	Balmain
	Lapstone Oval. 3rds 12.55pm; 4ths 12.00pm

	Tuesday 10 May
	 
	 
	 

	Beecroft
	v
	Knox
	Headen Park     1sts 7.30pm;     2nds 6.15pm

	Old Ignatians
	v
	Lindfield
	Wakehurst Rugby Park     1sts 8.15pm;     2nds 7.00pm

	Wednesday 11 May
	 
	 
	 

	Beecroft
	v
	Knox
	Headen Park     3rds 7.40pm;     4ths 6.45pm

	Colleagues 4ths only
	v
	Mosman 4ths only
	Venue & Time TBC

	Thursday 12 May
	 
	 
	 

	Beecroft
	v
	Knox
	Headen Park     Colts 7.40pm

	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Lindfield
	v
	Beecroft
	Soldiers Memorial Park 

	Knox
	v
	Colleagues
	Koola Park 

	Barker Old Boys
	v
	Old Ignatians
	Turramurra Oval

	
	
	
	
	


Div 2:
	Sunday 8 May
	 
	 
	 

	Hornsby
	v
	St Ives
	Hassell Park

	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Blacktown
	v
	UNSW
	Glenwood Reserve

	Oatley
	v
	Newport
	H V Evatt

	St Ives
	v
	Forest
	Hassell Park

	Hornsby
	v
	Briars
	Waitara Oval

	
	
	
	
	


 Div 3:
	Sunday 8 May
	 
	 
	 

	Balmain
	v
	Blue Mountains
	Blackmore Park     3rds 12.55pm;     4ths 12.00pm  TBC

	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Epping
	v
	Hills
	Somerville Oval

	Petersham
	v
	Balmain
	Camperdown Oval (Colts 10.45am)

	
	
	
	
	
	


 Div 4:
	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Mac Uni
	v
	St George
	Mac Uni Sports Fields

	
	
	
	
	


 Div 5:
	Friday 13 May
	 
	 
	 

	Notre Dame
	v
	Chatswood
	Wentworth Park     1sts 8.05pm;     2nds 7.00pm

	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Chatswood
	v
	Fairvale
	Beauchamp Park

	
	
	
	
	
	


Div 6:
	Sunday 8 May
	 
	 
	 

	Redfield
	v
	Burraneer
	Redfield College    3.15pm

	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Maccabi
	v
	Seaforth
	Lyne Park

	Terrey Hills
	v
	Redfield
	Yulong Oval

	
	
	
	
	


Radford Cup (Colts):
	Thursday 5 May
	 
	 
	 

	Mac Uni
	v
	Petersham
	Mac Uni     7.00pm

	Saturday 11 June
	 
	 
	 

	Epping
	v
	Roseville
	Somerville Oval

	
	
	
	
	


U/85:
	Wednesday 25 May

	Hunters Hill
	v
	Forest
	Boronia Park
	7.30pm

	Lindfield
	v
	Sydney High OB’s
	Soldiers Memorial Park
	7.30pm

	UNSW
	v
	Dee Why
	James Morgan Reserve
	7.30pm 


 

Peas not from Same Pod?
I am very impressed by the efficiency of “our” office with things like the above no doubt a nightmare. Well done to them! This includes Tim, but maybe he should coach Baz along a bit. Last night Iggies and Lindfield 5s and 4s played and I followed the progress on Twitter (thanks @OldIggiesRugby). Iggies won fifths 21-19. In fours, Iggies were up 24-3 with a BP bagged, but Lindfield came back and led 29-24. Then: 

8:52 PM
#oirfc in after the bell 29 all with a kick to come.
8:53 PM
Missed the kick but there must be 1 min left. 29 all
8:55 PM
Penalty to Lindfield kick to come
8:57 PM
Kick missed and we are adding up the score.
9:02 PM
Old Iggies 4th Grade Win against Lindfield 29-27. It seems Baz Richards & Boggy cannot keep count. Well done #oirfc 4th grade. #fb
 
RWC11 – nerves building
Read in the RWC newsletter http://www.rugbyworldcup.com/ that Irish ref George Clancy has been appointed to the opening game. Reckon he’s putting any pressure on himself?:  “to be entrusted with the opening match is a huge honour and something that I am really looking forward to. I am still pinching myself at the moment over it. You can't get carried away, but it is probably the first thing I think of in the morning and the last thing at night.” 
That was when there were 150 days til kick off - I am betting on some stupid early penalty/s.
 
Sledging
Personally I am a big fan and you only need to have half a brain to know what line not to cross. Seems many think it is new and maybe invented by Aussie cricketers. Here’s one from a few years ago:

“I am enclosing two tickets to the first night of my new play; bring a friend…. if you have one.”
George Bernard Shaw to Winston Churchill
“Cannot possibly attend first night, will attend second… If there is one.”
Winston Churchill, in response to Bernard Shaw
Billy & Hud Cycling to RWC & OBL – “concerned over our safety”???
You recall the POMS cycling to RWC? They have just posted a big blog as they leave Thailand, but realised this week:
It turns out that we pretty much cycled passed his (Bin Laden’s) front door last October, probably camping no more than a kilometre or so from his hideaway that evening. This remains the only night on our entire trip that locals had found us, and genuinely concerned over our safety, had contacted local police who insisted that we accompany them back to the armed barracks in Abbottobad to spend the night.  
Here if you want to read the whole thing: http://www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com/RugbyinThailand.php
The Spirit Of Rugby?
- Is the spirit of rugby alive and well? Big ups to Waverly who sent this tweet to Petersham, after they lost to them in every grade: “Well done on the weekend. Looking forward to the return & reversing the results”
- The local derby around Richmond/Windsor has sometimes seen the passion spill into some untidy behaviour, but not last week at the College (in their 120th year). It was a cracker day of rugby in great spirit with a try to the College on the bell converted to salvage a draw in first grade. Rep star Dan Nieass who played in every grade helped Valley win the others.

- The Knox Rugby Club annual players’ dinner is held by grade at various Chinese restaurants around Chinatown. They meet after dinners at the one place til late. On the Thursday night before Easter long (long) weekend they had over a 100 blokes. Spirit is alive and well – just like the fish served on a plate for one lucky diner.

 

Apparently Have to Like Bagpipes
Talking of Knox, the very successful Brommers coaching era closed when Peter Bromley, ex Subbies rep coach, took up the reins at Norths Colts (2 wins from 5). For the 1st time Knox appointed a coach who had not been part of the club. The fit wasn’t right & that coach is gonsky! 

2nd Grade coach Steve Brown who has played a few thousand games and racked up a stack of premierships (and loves tartan) has stepped up to the plate. He is joined by rugby troubadour Mike Cross back from Hong Kong. A few months not playing will be the biggest break Crossie has had for 4 years! Let’s see if they can turn the Knox Kentwell fortunes around – they are currently winless!

 

Back In My Day …
…one of the questions on a player profile was “if you were going to get a tattoo, what would it be and where?” They used to be tough stickers so you knew whose beer not to knock over in a pub! Nowadays (old man word), kids look like they have been whacked with wet comic books (pre cursor to IPad)! What’s the go with a sleeve? Neck tats??? Chicks with words in foreign languages everywhere??? One consolation is that you know if the person who makes and/or serves you coffee has a visible tatt, the coffee/service will be top notch.  

Please contribute items to “Back In My Day …” or is it all youngsters reading this? (maybe I should start giving tips for Angry Birds (old guys, it’s a game; like space invaders))

 

When We Were Amateur and They Were Wholesome
Came across a rugby blog which I primarily like cos their slogan is: “Because being ill informed shouldn’t stop you writing about rugby”. 

http://rugbyonslaught.blogspot.com/
It also enables innocent circulation of Kiwi boy’s answer to royal honeymoon question (see “William and Kate Gaff Rocks NZ Rugby”), If you have a bit of employer time to kill, go to “older posts” and check out the Mungo’s TTurner promos from ‘89 and ’90. Awesome! Back with the Powers Broncos, the Henny Penny Knights, Backdoor Benny with long hair, Tina in the sheds with Mark “Manoeuvre” Soden – and the mighty NS Bears!

 
OK OK OK Here’s some porn for the front rowers
Just go straight to the vid. For those who like/need to pace themselves, it goes for 4’50”http://www.greenandgoldrugby.com/front-rower-porn/
 
The Godfather Checks In
Reckons he’ll send stuff regularly. We’ll see if it is up to scratch and can fit in (had to put it in this week, look at the opening few words!):
Yeah Hodgie, great column. Better than that sterilised Premiership rag - If they didn't have advertising it would be just a pile of team sheets! 
So, you reckon there’s some fashionistas out there wearing some thieved Shammie Shirts. 
Well Sham f$%ken Wow! Not because they stole jerseys that were ordered 10 sizes too bloody small (on purpose) but if those amateurs looked on the back seat of Dunny's Kia Carnival they would have seen a million cartons of Bundy & Smirnoff !!! 
Fair dinkum, what were Balmain thinking?  Don't they know the laws of gravity - It never floods in the Blue Mountains. Game On always! 
Checked out the Hunters v Briars match last Sat. It was a biathlon but hats off to "The Salmon" and his Hunters for keeping a round of wet weather Rugby alive. I did however notice the backs on both sides doing their utmost to get involved in rucks. How else would they get a full mud pack facial for free?
Back in my day - Wet weather Rugby existed! That is all. 
The Godfather
 
Twit Bits
Laurie Weeks (Rebel prop) tweeted me to clarify why Quadie insults him with “Warren” (refer earlier Bits):

Laurie Weeks (@L_Weeks)
@Hodgiehodge haha i call him wayne. he calls me warren. Its what people mistakingly call us sometimes when they dont hear our names properly
But this from Quadie ??? 
Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper)
I legit have 15mins to get ready n head to the airport .. Wow it was hard getting up this morning. Set my alarm for 650 and it's now 730..
Now, I am a fan of what Twitter can offer, but .. mate, you are in a hurry. Cut corners. Don’t comb, shoes on in the cab … for Buddha’s sake!!!! Don’t tweet!!! “Wayne”, you Warren!!!

Don’t Know About You …
Before sex you help each other get naked. After sex you just dress yourself. The moral: “No one helps you once you’re F%#@ed”



Hodgiehodgiehodgie

Input/feedback welcomed and sometimes rewarded

0425 311 100

wahodge@hotmail.com
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Bits for Tix, Some games went ahead, Dodgy warm up shirts, Back in My Day, Twit Bits, Billy & Hud, ..


Not Bitter or Negative – and will name names
Really do appreciate Waverly rugby club spreading the word, but “ala Ruck & Maul”??? Really? 

http://www.waverleyrugby.com.au/?s=hodgie
 

Tah Tix Up For Grabs:
I have a sponsor! (Well, sort of, it’s Greenie.) I keep asking for some input and thx to Waverly, Blue Mountains, Balmain and Brothers. For the best “Bit” sent to me by Thursday 5th midnight I can allocate 2 tix to the Waratahs v Force game on 7th May at the SFS.

For the best “Bit” sent to me by Monday 16th midnight, two tix to Waratahs v Lions game on 21st May at the SFS.  

Give me some interesting stuff – pleeeeeeeeeease?

 

Last Week
The rain marred the weekend’s play with many games postponed or moved. In each of Div 1 and Div 2, only two of the 5 games proceeded. Five teams in Div 1 and two in Div two now have 2 games to catch up – so fitness and recovery will be vital especially as it looks like double header weekends are on the way!

 

In Kentwell, a 13-13 all draw was played out between Campbelltown and St Pats and Colleagues accounted for Mosman to remain undefeated. The match up at Campbelltown between the Quins and Colleagues is the pick of this week’s games in Div 1.

 

In Barraclough, Briars and Forest are the only teams undefeated and they meet this week. Briars knocked over Hunters Hill 26-18 in the game moved to Boronia #2 last Saturday, and Forest beat Kings 31-12.

 

In Division 3, Epping v Hills was postponed. UWSH prevented a clean sweep by Hawkesbury Valley in the local derby holding on to a 19 all draw in first grade. Petersham and Blue Mountains remain undefeated in first grade and Petersham in all grades. The Mountains club lost their first in 2011 to Balmain’s second grade 15-25. 3rd and 4th grade weren’t played between Balmain and Mountains, I gather due to late notice of the change in venue to Lapstone. Everyone knows that Lapstone is never closed so as soon as the council closed Balmain’s ground, the change was inevitable. I saw a Saturday morning (7.40 am) tweet from Balmain advising all was off – so something “funny” must have happened there. In first grade, it was a points fest, with Blue Mountains coming out on top 41-32. Congrats to Dave Twomey on getting past 2,000 career points in his haul of 16. Mountains host UWSH next Saturday

 

Talking of points fests, in McLean Cup, Brothers won the first leg of their many legged 2011 battle with Merrylands 41-27. Macquarie Uni head to Holroyd to take on Merrylands this week and will be keen to prove they are real comp contenders in all grades.

 

Sydney Harlequins dropped their game average score below 50 (now 48.75) when they only just edged out Canterbury 11-5. In the other game to be played in the Jeffrey Cup, Lane Cove thrashed Fairvale 43-13. Fairvale will want to turn that around and stay in touch with the top 3 when they meet Sydney Harlequins this week.

 

In Meldrum, Roseville lost their first game; to Randwick 20-25. They remain on top of the table and play 2nd placed Maccabi this week. Maccabi are 2 comp points behind but have a game in hand. Last year’s premiers Redfield have 2 BP wins from their two outings and are one of the unfortunates with two games to catch up. 

 

Dodgy Blokes in Shammy Warm Up Shirts
If you see dodgy blokes wearing white Petersham Rugby warm up tops, you know they aren’t “Shammies”. Not because no Shammy bloke is dodgy, but because a box full of them was knocked off from President Dunny’s car last week. Oh also, they may be pissed after drinking 7 cases of Guinness Black lager, but it’s OK - they can share the use of the $300 sunnies. 

 
Ben Kende
An 18 yo bloke broke his neck playing rugby for Hong Kong last year. If you were at HK7s you would have seen the shirts for sale to aid the Ben Kende Foundation, check out: http://www.benkende.com/ He is an Aussie, but won’t be supported by Centrelink (on some technicality) so needs all the help he can get. Remarkable guy with very positive attitude! Check out interview with Peter Overton  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dx059bzvE7I
The local support crew headed by his Godfather Andy Gillespie have a function planned (July 16) - details next week, or contact me.

I know that every club has their own fundraising burdens to get teams onto the ground as well as support their own in need, but this is a good guy to help if you can. What if there was a bucket at the exit of every lunch/dinner that clubs organised??    

Back In My Day …
You made a plan to meet your mates at a place and time, sometimes 2 weeks ahead – and then you turned up on time and without fail.

These days it is hard to get “kids” to do a meat raffle on a Friday night cos they don’t want to commit ahead of time. What if a text or tweet came through with a better offer?

A few quiet ones on a Friday night with many of your team mates was the perfect preparation but nowadays, well, who knows what 12 different places each team is at?. Put the wretched (love using old man words) “smart phone” away and just talk to me and the people here! If there is a pause in conversation, enjoy it!

Please contribute items to “Back In My Day …” so I don’t end up being the lone voice of bitter old men (which could harm my rep!)

 

Twit Bits
See Tweet below from Laurie Weeks (Rebels Prop). Pretty funny!
Laurie Weeks (@L_Weeks)
Dude in shop: what size jeans are you after?
Me: 38
Dude in shop: sorry we only only have normal sizes.
Me: :(
True story.
But what about this insulting and scathing response from Quadie:
Quade Cooper (@QuadeCooper)
@L_Weeks ohhhh warren!!!
That’s a bit low; calling someone a “Warren”!!!!

 

Jodie “BillyGirl” and Tom “Hudmeister”
These couple of crazies are cycling from Twickenham to the RWC and are almost a year into their adventure. “As part of our journey, we have been visiting with rugby clubs, unions and players to uncover the story and the key characters of rugby across the world, trying to promote the spirit of rugby where we can and championing all the great work being done by the rugby communities across the globe.” They cycled across the desert in China at -25 degrees with Mongolian winds bashing them around (they passed lorries knocked over by wind) and when they hit Australia they will be cycling from Darwin across another desert but in +45 degrees! Naturally, they are on a tight schedule moulded by conditions but expect to be passing through Sydney in mid August and they are keen to explore Sydney rugby culture. Details when their ETA is more precise. Check out: www.cyclingtotherugbyworldcup.com   
 
Negative Nerds, Never Played, Don’t Have a Clue
I was privileged to sit in the members (tah MG) for the Tahs win over the Rebels. Many of the people there reminded me of this great insult: "He is not only dull himself; he is the cause of the dullness in others."  

 
Behind Every Good Man is Good Woman (sometimes in a truck)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noSo5io0JLI&feature=youtu.be
 

Hodgiehodgiehodgie

Input needed. Remember best by midnight Thursday (5th) = Tahs Tix
0425 311 100

wahodge@hotmail.com
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Rep team underway, too many yellows, culture of clubs, Twit Bits, back in my day, the weeks big ones 

 
Too Honest, or underestimating?
Balmain rugby have a twitter profile (@BalmainRugby) and their bio reads: Home of the 2010 1st and 2nd grade Division 3 subbies premiers, 150 gentlemen, the odd tool and a few bad bones as well!
 
Subbies Rep Season
Prep for the rep team is well underway and Coach Grippo and his eyes watched the early rounds eagerly. Last Wednesday a trial was played at Boronia with 60 odd blokes from 19 clubs across all divisions doing their best.

The quality of rugby was awesome considering and Coach Grippo had an impressive squad of selectors looking on. An initial group of 33 has been selected but all games are still being monitored and the squad will be added to as necessary.

Coach Grippo is aiming to beat both the Qld Subbies and NSW country which has never been done in the one year. He has a massive bank of talent to choose from but a very short time to prepare.   

 

Too Many Cards! (a little rant)
After the first two rounds, there have been 106 yellow cards.

I am not saying we get S15 level refs and maybe some are a bit quick on the draw with cards, but… Nothing is the ref’s fault!

It is “101” stuff for coaches and players that rugby is to be played to the laws of the game AND the way your ref applies them EACH WEEK. Use some nous and listen to the guy/gal with the whistle and adjust your technique, attitude, talk and whatever else to get them “onside” and to minimise your team’s penalty count.

Our union does a great job in counselling/managing clubs who need it, but surely clubs should deal with issues before/as they arise. Good culture and camaraderie in clubs self regulates a lot of the behaviour issues that can lead to problems like lack of respect for officials, heavy penalty counts and yellow cards. Let’s keep at 15 v 15 with less cards, men!!!   

 

The Right Culture
Speaking of good culture and camaraderie, I reckon there is a stack of it happening all the time, but we don’t seem to hear about it. I hear a lot of whinging about what we’ve lost from the good old days (see “Back In My Day …” item) but could you all please share some warm happy stories (send ‘em to me). 

 

To kick off – this from Adam Dunn, president of Petersham (and by the way I know that Dunny sent a thankyou note to Wayne Ryan, president of Epping and got a great positive message back. These clubs play each other three times in the regular season and this warm connection will ensure it is all positive and any issues are smashed on the head.)

Dunny:
“We played Epping in our first home game and we had a great on field battle with some good rugby played in great spirit. We had about 90 Shammies back at The Aussie Youth Hotel (our magnificent sponsor in Glebe) and to their credit, Epping had 40+. Now my club can “do a bus trip” but to be honest new quality themes are hard to come up with. The Rams had a cracker: “Back to School” with lots of uniforms, long socks pulled up and ties. Their “Principal” had excellent discipline ensuring good posture, manners and no chit chat. For the speeches they sat in class lines (grade not social status). It was awesome craic. This is rugby camaraderie as its best. Our pub sponsor is happy and our lads were shown a lesson in how to support after match speeches and build brotherhood with other clubs. Thanks Epping!”  

 
Twit Bits
Last week, Quadie had a little dig about how long ago The Man played league, but here The Man has the last word – and I agree, Quadie’s try celeb flip was a replica of Choc’s in his Dragons’ heyday last century. 

Anthony Mundine (@The_Man_Mundine)
23/04/11 11:38 PM
@quadecooper bra yu must have been watchin me old games on that VCR hey lol doin the flips.keep it up bra.we in the entertainment industry baby lol

 
Gareth Delve is the Welsh Rebels 8. Ahmmm Gar’, I tried and I can’t do this either – shocking?

Gareth Delve (@gdelve)
24/04/11 4:27 AM
I hate criticising players but Stephen Donald couldn't kick his own arse. Shocking!

 
Back In My Day ….
You were enjoying a beer with your team mates and opposition as soon after the end of the game as possible. When you played at 3 pm, you had a shower with can in hand and were at the bar maybe 20 minutes after fulltime. Speeches were on by 6 and only after that did anyone leave. You were probably home in bed by midnight, but there was only a few joints open then anyway.

These days “kids” don’t go out til 10 and they just don’t “get” the importance of sharing a beer with the players you played against and with. Now some of them don’t even drink beer! 

Hhh (I could go on … and will unless I get other people sending in their version of “Back In My Day…” 

 

Key Match Ups This Week
The pick of the week is in McLean Cup (1st grade in 4th Division), where Brothers are at home to Merrylands. Both clubs were in 3rd division last year and have been tearing up forth div and heading on a collision course where hopefully the sparks that fly will ignite some great rugby! The Brothers coach reckons his team will be focusing on basics and not giving too much away in this first of at least 3 games they will be playing against each other this year (I reckon they will face each other 5 times.)

 

In First Div, Mosman play Colleagues who both (along with only Drummoyne) are undefeated in Kentwell.

 

In the Barraclough Cup Hunters take on Briars also both undefeated (Forest is the only other not to lose a game in this Cup).

 

In Div 3, the bus trip will be the first of a day of challenges for Blue Mountains as they head down the big hill to Blackmore Park to take on Balmain. Last week the mountain men saw the Waverly third grade team run off their bus straight onto the field after their bus got lost! 

Blue Mountains haven’t lost a game in any grade and Balmain hasn’t in 3s and 4s either. Balmain are defending premiers in 1s and 2s, so it will be a big day. This is the first of three meetings of these clubs in the regular season, but you can bank on fourth or more matchups in some grades.   

Players to Watch? Mountains ageless fullback Dave Twomey has scored 43 points so far this year and just one more will put him over the 2,000 career points milestone. Jason Bailey a Balmain grand final hero in 2010 makes his return to Balmain but in Mountains colours and his brother Brendan is at the front of the queue to welcome him to the pitch. 

Whatever dramas may face the bus in the morning, you can be sure it will find its way to Dicks pub with no issue for a well earnt beer afterwards. Apparently Balmain are now sculling Lattes in the boat race though, and will take on all comers.

 

In Jeffrey Cup Fairvale are at home to Lane Cove and the Sydney Harlequins travel to Wills to take on Canterbury in what should be early pointers to semi final results.

From “Coaching Communication” Handbook
Don't think of yourself as a failure, think of yourself as unspoiled by success.
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Rain Rain Rain!
11 fixtures were washed out last Saturday with 7 of them on the north shore (Soldiers Memorial Park (Lindfield), Koola, Turramurra, Hassell, Waitara, Beauchamp and Yulong) and only 1 south of the bridge (Camperdown). Is this northside skew a function of rainfall, topography or council pragmatism?

 

A Rare Treat
Patrons at Hills ladies day were given a half time thrill on Saturday as a visiting Hawkesbury Valley bloke might have streaked! – he was carrying an umbrella – is this deemed “apparel”? and why would you? – guess he didn’t want to get his hair wet. It was a cold day so photos are not worth sharing.

 

Barbra Streisand Honoured
According to her website, Barbra Streisand is an actress/singer/director/writer/composer/producer/designer/activist/philanthropist and is the only artist ever to receive Oscar, Tony, Emmy, Grammy, Directors Guild of America, Golden Globe, National Endowment for the Arts and Peabody Awards, as well as the American Film Institute’s Lifetime Achievement Award. She is famously Jewish and a gay icon (dykon?) and last weekend was honoured again! 

The Maccabi (Jewish) and Sydney Convicts (gay-friendly) clubs struck a new trophy which will be contested every time they meet in the Halligan Cup – The Barbra Streisand Cup.

The inaugural holders of the Cup are the Convicts after their first win of the season last Saturday when they prevailed 19-10.

I imagine Barbra’s website will be updated shortly and she wasn’t available for comment.

 

Pickle - Mr 401
As reported, Michael “Pickle” Wren hit 400 games for Brothers (ne CBOBS) on Saturday and says he felt very humbled by the attention. He attracted quite a big crowd and the club put on a spread under a marquee.

The real news is that Pickle’s 5 century of games has commenced in great style. Game 401 was in first grade and included the career prop’s first ever conversion which according to the man himself “went straight over the black dot”. 

 
The week in Tweeterville with Quadie
Last week we had a tweet of the week, but I could fill my bits with stuff tweeted. (You can see I have too much time – email me for my CV if you might have a job.)

As mentioned Quadie (@QuadeCooper) is prolific. He had a late celebration of his birthday (turned 23 on April 5) and there was banter including with his Reds coach Link (@EwenMcKenzie) (married for 20 years BTW) who suggested he enjoy life as years seem to get shorter. Quadie responded: “I'm enjoying every second..something I know is very important :)“. I am impressed with that! 

Quadie also exchanged banter and good luck messages for their sports events this week with Anthony Mundine. @The_Man_Mundine joked after Quadie’s great game that he must have been watching old tapes of the leaguie turned boxa. Quadie: “haha nah cuzy they dnt sell VCR anymore ;)“ OUCH!

 

 
More Social Media Comment?
Yeah, sorry I did say I needed a job! Watching Twitter, it is clear to me that all rugby guys are alike – whether elite or lower grade subbies (and all in between). The interaction and “piss taking” on twitter between S15 players, other staff (cross and within teams) and comment-makers is the same as the chitchat and rivalry we all see every week within our subbies circle of friendship. eg from Reds captain this week: (@JHorwill) “Mums dog 'Bliggers' has got his jersey on, getting ready for tomorrow! yfrog.com/h82wybdj”. 

 

Although maybe this one doesn’t relate to subbies guys:

James O'Connor (@JamesOConnor832)
13/04/11 11:54 PM
Skyping 'kicking guru' Braam Van Straten- amazing how he can coach online all the way from south africa.. yfrog.com/h3sp6bkj
 
One More thing …
If you want to follow me on Twitter, you can find me @Hodgiehodge but I don’t tweet much. I couldn’t be bothered even if I did have something anyone would read. I pretty much keep my opinions to myself and those I share a beer with. But, this is the point I think many miss, you can use Twitter to get info – and you only have to follow who you want. If you don’t have time, don’t look at it and when you do, “unfollowing” people is quick and easy. I unfollowed Will Carling cos he was tweeting juvenile garbage (in my view).

You could go to my twitter page and see who I follow – you will find 70+ rugby people (yikes – but don’t worry, many of them don’t tweet much). It is not the messages from these people that are most valuable, it is the links to articles, blogs, pics and videos. A wealth of rugby stuff both analysis and lighter that I would not otherwise know about or see.

Here endeth the twesson.

 
Enthusiasm
The Reds-Bulls game on Saturday was a belter and according to Bob Dwyer (http://www.greenandgoldrugby.com/dwyers-view-a-tale-of-two-teams/ ) it is the enthusiasm which makes a difference. This was evidenced by Diggers’ Donut. This break dance was not surprising for followers of the Reds, check out some SA training action: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LxTzoDmTtNY
For those who can’t get enough, here the try celebration goes forever: http://www.thefatwebsite.com/wp-content/uploads/digby.gif  

Many traditionalists are not too happy about more than a brief grin from a try scorer but perhaps Digby can be excused for his display in Brisneyland on Saturday as this try put Digby past bigger showboat Wendy in total tries for Qld.

 
Another Tah in the Ranks
As mentioned last week, Sosene Anesi played for Hunters Hill at Boronia. Just 7 days later, he played for the Tahs at Eden Park. Amazing one week turnaround! 

 

Results From Saturday
In the only two games played in Kentwell Cup on the weekend, Campbelltown and St Pats lost their first games. Their respective victors, Drummoyne and Mosman share the lead with Drummoyne just ahead on stats.

 

In Division two first grade Barraclough Cup, Oatley beat Uni 14-8 to secure their first win and Kings also got their first when they upset Blacktown 10-9. Hunters Hill maintained their perfect record (3 bonus pt wins) with a 31–7 scoreline at Porters.

 

The Hunters Hill colts emulated their 1st grade team’s achievement with 3 bonus pt wins and the other undefeated teams (St Ives and Forest) stayed dry ready to match it on another day.

 

In Div three, the battle of the inner west (Petersham v Balmain) was washed out. Blue Mountains scored a BP win over Waverly at home in a points fest 36-24 to be the only team in Clark Cup to win three.

 

In the McLean Cup, St George went close to Merrylands 0-14 and apparently mud is flying even after the game. In the wet Brothers were still able to notch a big score over Rouse Hill 63-7.

 

In Jeffrey, Sydney Harlequins are again clearly the team to beat on 15 comp. pts after three games with a 167 points difference.

 

In the Meldrum Cup match of the round, Roseville accounted for Savers 26-0 to hold the clear lead on the ladder although Maccabi are 1 point behind after taking the Barbra Cup. Last year’s premiers Redfield now have a game in hand against Terrey Hills so are also a front runner -  Redfield don’t meet Roseville til July.

 

No Subbies games this Easter weekend, but more Hodgie’s Bits next week

 

The Subbies Players’ Lament:
If I had more skill in what I'm attempting, I wouldn't need so much courage.
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