TEACH-THIS.COM

The First Time

Student A - Ask the questions below to your partner. Write down his or her answers, and ask follow-up questions.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Follow-up questions
	

	
	When was the first time...?
	Answers
	What, Where, Why, How,
	

	
	
	
	Which, Who, Whose, Do you?
	

	
	Example:
	
	It was my cousin’s wedding. It
	

	
	When was the first time you
	When I was fifteen years old.
	
	

	
	
	
	was on the beach.
	

	
	went to a wedding?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. go to a wedding?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. go on holiday?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	3. cook dinner for yourself?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	4. fall in love?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. drink alcohol?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. drive a car?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. go on an airplane?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	8. play a musical instrument?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	9. read a book?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	10. use a credit card?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	11. take a trip alone?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	12. go to a nightclub?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	13.
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Student B - Ask the questions below to your partner. Write down his or her answers, and ask follow-up questions.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Follow-up questions
	

	
	When was the first time...?
	Answers
	What, Where, Why, How,
	

	
	
	
	Which, Who, Whose, Do you?
	

	
	Example:
	When I was in high school. I
	It was at a school party with a
	

	
	When was the first time you
	
	
	

	
	
	was twelve years old.
	girl called Vicky.
	

	
	kissed someone?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	1. kiss someone?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	2. write an email?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	3. have a job?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	4. lose something?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	5. stay in a hospital?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	6. ride a bicycle?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	7. drink coffee?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	8. go on a diet?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	9. talk to a foreigner?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	10. have a date?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	11. buy something expensive?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	12. go to a party?
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	13.
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This speaking activity teaches students to use the past simple tense with time expressions to talk about experiences earlier in life. This teaching activity also promotes conversation about the experiences. The questions are designed to jog students’ memories about events in the past so it is more appropriate for older students.

Make one copy of worksheets A and B for each pair of students.

Procedure

Put the students into pairs and hand out the worksheets.

The students ask each other the 'When was the first time you...?' questions and write their partner’s response in the appropriate space.

Students must change the verb into the past tense and ask at least one follow-up question and write the response in the appropriate space. The use of follow-up questions should be encouraged to help the students develop a conversation about the event.

Example follow-up questions:

When was the first time you wrote an email? What was it about? Who did you write to? Where is that person now? Do you like writing emails? How often do you write emails? Etc.

Example answers:

When I was a child, When I was a high school student, When I visited America, I don't / can't remember, I forget, I haven’t ever, etc.

Students also have to think of one more additional question for line 13.

When everyone has finished, have the students form new pairs. Have the students ask questions using the third-person to talk about their new partner's former partner.

As an extension, students write a short biographical account about their partner based on their experiences. These can be read to the class.
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