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A 5 Day Journey of New York’s Hudson Valley
“Through an Anglo-Dutch Lens” 
With Alan Grey Neumann, President of Historic Hudson
May 10 - May 14, 2018
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ITINERARY
Thursday, May 10 – NEW YORK CITY - HUDSON
This morning depart New York City with your luggage for the Hudson Valley. Pick up location TBA.
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Our stops include Van Cortlandt Manor and Kykuit. Van Cortlandt Manor, the 18th-century stone manor house is the centerpiece of the property. It features a fine collection of Georgian and Federal period furnishings, many original to Van Cortlandt family.  

Kykuit, The Rockefeller Estate is a distinguished landmark in the Hudson Valley is perched on a high point overlooking the Hudson River with an incredible view of the New York City skyline. Four generations of the Rockefeller family called this place home and it is now a historic site of the National Trust for Historic Preservation. This beautiful site has been meticulously maintained and the architecture, gardens, and scenery are just breathtaking. 
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Stop for lunch at a local restaurant in Tarrytown before continuing to Sunnyside, the home of Washington Irving, America’s first great literary success. He is immortalized the Hudson Valley in his tales of Sleepy Hollow. His Dutch Plantation style home was built around an existing cottage in 1835, the house evokes the Dutch architecture of his native New York City, but with a fanciful touch. The entrance is framed in wisteria planted by Irving, as was the English Ivy that covers much of the structure. Sunnyside is filled with an eclectic variety of furnishings and decorations, including Irving's intact study complete with his two-sided writing desk. The grounds are landscaped in the Romantic style, flowing out of the surroundings.
Continue on to Hudson to the Wick Hotel, our home for the next few days. This recently opened Starwood hotel is an adaptive re-use, historic preservation project. Originally built in the 1860s, 41 Cross Street started its life as a candle factory.
Meet this evening for cocktails and dinner in a private room at the hotel.

Friday, May 11

Begin today with a visit to the grounds of Blithewood.  It currently covers a forty-five-acre area of the Bard campus landscape that is associated with a historic estate comprised of a manor house, outbuildings, drives, surrounding gardens, lawns, and meadows. Situated atop a bluff on the Hudson River, it is a majestic property that has a rich cultural landscape history.
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Continue to Edgewater at the kind invitation owner of Richard H. Jenrette. Built in 1825 it combines classical architecture with a dramatic setting to create one of the Hudson Valley’s most charming riverside homes. The house is built on a small peninsula extending into the river and faces due west across the river to the Catskill Mountains. Surrounded by green lawn, ancient trees, and water on three sides, the house seems secluded and has the feel of being on a small island. It was originally constructed for John R. Livingston of Messena as a gift for his daughter after her marriage in 1824. Strong family ties and important land holdings made generations of Livingstons an important force to this day and the future.
Afterwards Lisa Fox-Martin, the President of the Board of Cedar Grove, The Thomas Cole House, will host a Buffet Luncheon on her historic home and terrace, two blocks away from Cedar Grove.  It was the first house built on “the hill” on the west side of the Hudson River in 1803 with sweeping lawns going down to the water.  Later additions added other architectural elements; it overlooks a broad expanse of the Hudson River and is directly across from Olana with a magnificent view of the tower and turret with glinting gold leaf.

Following lunch we have a private visit of the home and studio of Thomas Cole, the founder of the Hudson River School of American Painting. In 1815, they built the Federal-style main house that remains today, and quickly compiled a substantial farm property of about 110 acres. Cedar Grove has always enjoyed an orientation towards the western prospect of the Catskill Mountains, appropriate as this was the scene of Thomas Cole’s inspiration. In addition to the main house, Cedar Grove included a cluster of outbuildings. Several of these are significant for their use as studios during distinct periods of Thomas Cole’s career. 
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Next, visit Olana after is closes to the public, the home, studio and designed landscape of Hudson River School artist Frederic Edwin Church. The 250 acre historic estate features an elaborately stenciled, Persian-inspired mansion filled with original sketches, studies and paintings by one of the mid-19th century's most famous artists. A diverse decorative arts collection includes objects from around the world. Five miles of carriage drives, many of which are now pedestrian-use only, traverse a property developed in much the way Church created his canvasses, with strategically revealed vistas of one of the most strikingly beautiful places in the Hudson Valley. 
End the day at the Dr. Oliver Bronson House, an example of Alexander Jackson Davis’s Picturesque Bracketed style of architecture, which became the national standard in the 1840s and 1850s. Initially built as an elegant Federal-style residence by Hudson merchant Samuel Plumb more than 200 years ago, the Bronson house is even more special because of changes to its structure and the surrounding 250-acre landscape in two renovations, one in 1839 and another in 1849 by Davis. Davis transformed the house into one of the best and earliest surviving examples of the “Hudson River Bracketed” style. Our visit will end with a wine and cheese reception with board members of Historic Hudson, who administer the property.
Return to the hotel and enjoy dinner at your leisure.
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Saturday, May 12

This morning begins with a special early opening exclusively for us at Val Kill with the Curator of Decorative Arts. The only home ever owned by Eleanor Roosevelt, one of the most admired and influential women in American history. She lived and worked out of Val-Kill Cottage. This simple, rustic, cabin like home, is where Eleanor received world leaders and made her mark on civil rights legislation and international humanitarian issues. The grounds were also the headquarters of Val-Kill Industries, which Eleanor and several other women established to teach trades to rural workers and produce Colonial Revival furniture and crafts prior to the great depression.
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Next visit Top Cottage, President Roosevelt’s private retreat designed by professional architect Henry Toombs. Since FDR rarely left his wheelchair by this point, all aspects of the two bedroom house accommodated his disability, from its single-floor layout to the height of light switches. It is one of the first structures designed by and for a disabled person. Today, Top Cottage contains a mix of period pieces and reproductions matching the furnishings that were in the house at the time of Roosevelt’s death in 1945. He entertained the King and Queen of England there in 1939 where he served them Hot Dogs. It cemented a relationship and led to the 'Special Relationship' between the US and Great Britain. Winston Churchill was a frequent guest.

Drive through New Paltz to see stone houses on historic Huguenot Street. Continue on to Newburgh where we are invited to have lunch with Fenella and Morrison Heckscher in their restored mid-19th century Gothic Revival home. Morrie was the Director of the American Wing at the Metropolitan Museum of Art for more than 40 years and over lunch will share some thoughts about the cultural history of the Hudson Valley. 
After lunch we will visit Thornwillow Press, one of the leading fine press printers and publishers active today. We will receive a tour of their collection of early letterpress and engraving presses, bindery and paper workshop with the owner Luke Ives Pontifell. Thornwillow through their related Thornwillow Institute is committed to teaching and perpetuating the arts and crafts of the written word in this age of disposable and intangible communications. Over the years, Thornwillow has published the work of David Mamet, John Updike, Walter Cronkite and Barrack Obama among many others and their books are in the permanent collections of the Morgan Library, the British Library, the Vatican and the White House.
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Next, we will visit Washington's Headquarters, the first State Historic Site and home to George and Martha Washington during much of the Revolution. The house museum provides a glimpse into 18th - century life in the Hudson Valley. It is the location where General Washington conceived of the Purple Heart and persuaded his officers to stay committed to the fight for independence.

Return to the hotel and enjoy dinner at leisure.
Sunday, May 13
A morning visit to Oak Hill, built around 1793 by John Livingston (1750-1822), son of Robert Livingston, the third Lord of Livingston Manor.  It was built on the northwestern corner of the manor and is situated on a high bluff with a fabulous view of the Hudson River and the Catskill Mountains.  The 18th century Manor House provides an elegant backdrop to the 130 acre private park and has remained in the Livingston family since it was built. Maria Livingston, Frederic and Isabel Church's great granddaughter, is still alive and living there.
This is followed by a visit to Rokeby, a working family farm, formerly called “LaBergerie,” built in 1811 by General John Armstrong and his wife, Aida Livingston, and remains in the Livingston family.
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Our morning ends at Wilderstein, the home of the Suckley family for three generations. It was built in the Italianate style for Thomas Suckley in 1852 and was later remodeled by his son, Robert, in the Queen Anne style. During remodeling, the interior was decorated with wall coverings in wood, leather, and cloth, as well as stained-glass windows. We will end out visit here with lunch.
This afternoon, drive into the Estate of Montgomery Place. A designated National Historic Landmark, this 380-acre estate overlooking the Hudson River is set amid rolling lawns, woodlands, and gardens, against the spectacular backdrop of the Catskill Mountains. Renowned architects, landscape designers, and horticulturists worked to create an elegant and inspiring country estate consisting of a mansion, farm, orchards, farmhouse, and other smaller buildings. The Montgomery Place estate was owned by members of the Livingston family from 1802 until the 1980s. 
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We continue through the beautiful campus of Bard College. It is a fusion of three historic Hudson River estates: Blithewood, Ward Manor, and Montgomery Place. The Ward Manor property was purchased by Bard in 1963; the gatehouse and mansion date to the early 20th century and are still in use. The College grounds further expanded in 2016 with the acquisition of Montgomery Place, and The Fisher Center for the Performing Arts, designed by Frank Gehry, contains the 800-seat Sosnoff Theater; 200-seat LUMA Theater; and the Dance and Theater and Performance Programs. 
We have a special invitation from Joan K Davidson to visit her historic home, Midwood for a drink reception.  Joan has made Midwood, a haven for family and a crossroads for all who are dedicated to the Hudson River Valley. With architect Harry van Dyke and master carpenter Bob Dolfax, she has restored this beautiful home and its surroundings to their former glory. The 87-acre grounds surrounding the 1888 house are continuously enhanced by Davidson and Boston-based landscape architect Eleanor McPeck.

Dine this evening at WM. Farmer & Sons near the hotel.

Monday, May 14 
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Leave Hudson with luggage for Boscobel mansion for an upscale 19th-century view of Hudson Valley life. Completed in 1808, this elegant home was built by a gentleman farmer (and British loyalist) who furnished his home from the most fashionable shops in London. A century later, the house lingered in a state of neglect until local architects and citizens rallied efforts for its rescue in the late 1950s. The house is full of Federal antiques and has spectacular Hudson views. 
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Stop for an early lunch at a local restaurant before continuing to Lyndhurst. Overlooking the Hudson River it is one of America’s finest Gothic Revival mansions. Designed in 1838 by Alexander Jackson Davis, its architectural brilliance is complemented by the park-like landscape of the estate and a comprehensive collection of original decorative arts. Its noteworthy occupants included: former New York City mayor William Paulding, merchant George Merritt, and railroad tycoon Jay Gould. Lyndhurst’s vast collections of art, antiques, and furniture have remained largely intact due to the mansion’s use primarily as a country residence. In most instances, the furnishings are original to the house, and more than fifty pieces were designed by the architect himself, Alexander Jackson Davis.
Then visit the Union Church to view the famous stained-glass windows by Chagall and Matisse before returning to NYC in the late afternoon where our tour will end.
T O U R    C O S T S

Land Arrangements:    


     $3,870.00 per person, double occupancy

       

Supplement for Single Occupancy:              $ 595.00



Suite upgrade - $550.00 
   or      
Junior Suite upgrade   - $330 
upgrades subject to availability
Contribution to Halcyon Foundation:     $750.00 per person, tax deductible

NOTE: Pre or Post NYC hotel can be arranged 
Our Historian - Alan Gray Neumann, President of Historic Hudson
Alan is a Preservation Architect and Art and Architectural Historian living and working in the Hudson Valley north of New York City.

A native of Des Moines, Iowa, he studied architecture at the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis and studied Historic Preservation, Art and Architectural History at Columbia University in the City of New York. He preserves historic buildings, researches them and looks closely at and thinks about art and landscape design.

He was the guest curator for the exhibition and wrote the catalogue for the 1996 Guastavino Exhibition at Avery Architectural Library at Columbia University, “The Old World Builds the New: The Guastavino Company and the Technology of the Catalan Vault, 1885-1962.” The exhibition traveled to Washington, D.C., Pittsburgh and two locations in Spain.

For the last 21 years he has worked as a preservation architect, historian and researcher for the photographer Annie Leibovitz, working on projects in the Hudson Valley and New York City and with the Studio. Alan is a frequent lecturer for numerous museum and group trips for the last 23 years.

He is the President of Historic Hudson in Hudson, NY. President of the board of Contemporaneous, a New Music Ensemble based in New York City, and past President and board member of Hudson River Heritage based in Rhinebeck, NY and the Greenwich Village Society for Historic Preservation in New York City.

He makes artisanal Marmalade. Alan Gray's Seville Orange Marmalade with Scotch is available exclusively through Talbott & Arding Cheese and Provisions of Hudson, NY. It was featured in February, 2017 in the Weekend Wall Street Journal.

Travel Arrangements By:

Susan Gullia

Protravel International

515 Madison Avenue

New York, NY  10022

Phone:   (212) 409-9555 or (800) 227-1059 ext. 455

Fax:  (212) 755-1376

Email:  sgullia@protravelinc.com
R E S E R V A T I O N    F O R M

AMERICAN MUSEUM IN BRITAIN
A 5 Day Journey of New York’s Hudson Valley

“Through an Anglo-Dutch Lens” 
with Alan Grey Neumann, President of Historic Hudson
May 10 - May 14, 2018

Due at this time are a $1,000.00 per person deposit for the land arrangements payable to Protravel International, and a $750.00 per person contribution payable to the Halcyon Foundation.
Please mail this Reservation Form together with check, or fax it with your credit card details to:

Susan Gullia

Protravel International

515 Madison Avenue, New York, NY  10022

Phone: (212) 409-9555

FAX:  (212) 755-1376

Name(s)_____________________________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ___________

phone (        ) __________________ Fax (       ) ____________________ E-Mail _____________________

Hotel Accommodations:    (   ) One Large Bed    (    ) Two Beds    (   ) Single Occupancy
      Junior suite upgrade ____________
Suite upgrade____________

Pre/Post Night NYC hotel – Park Lane  yes_____  no_____  other hotel? ___________________
Pre/Post stay Dates: ___________________
Air: 
From ______________________________
        Outbound Date ___/___
Return Date ___/___

Class of Service:  
(   ) Coach      
(   ) Business      
(   ) First (if available)

Insurance:  yes: _______ (a quote will be sent to you) 
Decline: _____________
Credit Card Information: 

________________________________    _______________________________    __________     ______
                            (Name on credit card)         

        (Credit card number)      
                                (Exp. date)                   (cvv)

I/We confirm that I/we have carefully read and agree to the Terms & Conditions of this program, and agree to full payment to Protravel by check or credit card no later than March 28, 2018. Each participant must sign below.

________________________________________________       _______________________
         

 Signature (required)




                                          

  Date

________________________________________________________________________       _______________________             

Signature (required)





                         

  Date
                       

Important Note:  This program is open only to members of the Halcyon Foundation – Friends of the American Museum in Britain.  Please see the next page for membership details.







HALCYON FOUNDATION

Friends of the American Museum in Britain

M e m b e r s h i p

(Membership is valid for 1 year)

Please if you are not a member in good standing, enclose a separate check payable to the Halcyon Foundation (or enclose credit card below) as follows:

(  ) New           (  ) Renewal
    General Membership


Patron Membership (SEPARATE FROM TRIP CONTRIBUTION)
   (  ) Individual
$ 75


 
  (  ) Supporter

$    500

   (  ) Joint/Family
$100


  
  (  ) Contributor
$ 1,000

   (  ) Associate
$250


 
  (  ) Sponsor

$ 5,000







  
  (  ) Benefactor
$10,000
PLEASE NOTE:  Membership is required to participate in our travel program. 

                The membership fee is separate from the contribution to the halcyon foundation

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________

Billing Address:__________________________________________________________________________

Phone number: __________________________ 
Email:_____________________________________________

Credit card number:______________________________________ expiration:______       cvv______
T e r m s    &    C o n d i t i o n s

Reservations/Payments/Cancellations:  To reserve space on the tour, the attached Reservation Form must be received by Proravel International (hereafter referred to as Protravel) accompanied by all deposits (all payments may be made by either credit card or check). Final payments received after the due date are subject to an 18% late fee.

Land Arrangements:  A deposit of $1,000.00 per person will be fully refundable, less a handling charge of $350.00 per person, up until March 28, 2018.  After March 28, 2018 no refund will be made unless a replacement(s) is found for your place(s), in which case the appropriate charges will be applied and a refund made.

Cancellation/Refunds for Airfare:  Certain airfares carry restrictions and penalties, to be advised at time of booking; full refunds will be made for refundable Business and First Class airfares.  (A ticket-processing fee applies for all airline reservations.)  Protravel is not responsible for any non-refundable airfares.

Included:  Hotel accommodations as shown in the itinerary (the right is reserved to substitute other hotels in similar categories); daily breakfast, all other meals as per the itinerary; a complete program throughout the tour, including transportation and admission to all points of interest; transportation to/from NYC.
Not Included : Air fare; items of a personal nature, such as laundry, phone/fax communications; gratuities; items not on the regular menus; expenses of hotels, meals, guides, buses, cars, railroad, boats, etc., for sightseeing not included in the itinerary; insurance of any kind; any other items not specifically included.

Trip Insurance:  Cancellation/Baggage/Medical insurance is strongly recommended (an application will be sent with your tour confirmation).
Responsibility:  In all matters related to the making of arrangements for hotel accommodations, sightseeing tours and services provided incident thereto, entertainment and transportation by air, railroad, motorcoach, boat, automobile, etc., Protravel will act only in the capacity of an agent for any of the travel services with regard to carriers, hotels, ships, suppliers and all other related services.  Because of its status as an agent, and because it maintains no control over the personnel, equipment or operations of these travel service suppliers, Protravel can assume no responsibility for and cannot be held liable for any personal injury, property damage or other loss, accident, delay, inconvenience or irregularity which may be occasioned either by reason of (1) any wrongful or negligent acts or omissions on the part of the suppliers, (2) any wrongful, negligent or unauthorized acts or omissions on the part of any employee of any of these suppliers, (3) any defect in or failure of any vehicle, equipment or instrumentality owned, operated or otherwise used by any of these suppliers, or (4) any wrongful or negligent acts or omissions on the part of any other party not under the control, direct or otherwise, of Protravel.  Protravel and their agents reserve the right to decline to accept or retain any person as a member of the tour any time before departure or during the tour.  The above disclaimer is similarly claimed by the American Museum as sponsor of the tour.  The tour prices mentioned in this brochure are based on tariffs, foreign exchange rates, and costs in effect at time of printing and on participation of 10 paying participants, and are subject to increase without notice should there be any upward revision in such tariffs or costs before departure.  In the event that it becomes necessary or advisable for any reason whatsoever to alter the itinerary or arrangements, such alterations may be made.  Additional expenses, if any, will be borne by the passengers.  The price includes operator’s compensation for service, supervision, operation, promotion and profit.  Airlines, railroads and vessels concerned are not to be held responsible for any act, omission or event during the time passengers are not on board their planes or conveyances.

Acts of God and the Like:  Protravel is not liable for acts of God, fire, acts of governments or other authorities, wars, civil disturbances, riots, terrorist acts, strikes, thefts, pilferage, epidemics, quarantines, dangers incident to sea, land and air travel, and other similar acts or incidents beyond its ability to control.

Traveler’s Representations:  Acceptance of the Confirmation/Invoice covering this tour and payment thereof certifies that you have not recently been treated for, nor are you aware of any physical or other condition or disability that would create a hazard to yourself or other members of this tour, and is also an acceptance of the tour conditions applicable to the tour and that you have read and understand those conditions.

