[image: image2.wmf]Australasian Society

for Human Biology

23rd Annual Conference

Kingstown Barracks, Rottnest Island, Western Australia.  1st – 4th December 2009
[image: image3.jpg]


Photograph: N. Milne 2009

Second circular and call for abstracts

Keynote lectures:
Professor Colin Groves: “Healthy little Hobbits, or Victims of Sauron?”



Len Collard: “Indigenous History and Prehistory on Rottnest island”

Details of registration are now available on the ASHB website.

ASHB website: http://school.anhb.uwa.edu.au/ashb/ 
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Please check the ASHB website for:

· Conference updates

· ASHB membership information

· Registration details

Early-bird registrations close 30 August

This conference is supported by generous contributions from the following institutions
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Visit the Rottnest Island website 

for information on Western Australia’s favorite Class ‘A’ Reserve

http://www.rottnestisland.com/
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Australasian Society for Human Biology

23rd Annual Conference – Registration
Please register early. Accommodation has been booked at this popular resort but we will release unreserved rooms to avoid large penalties. Please complete your details below and indicate your choice by writing relevant amounts in the boxes on the right of the form.
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Name: 

Address 

Affiliation
Email address 

1. Registration, Accommodation and Meals: (Dinner 1st Dec to Lunch 4th Dec)
Early-bird registrations (to 30th August – after that date add $100) 

	
	Single room
	Twin share room 
	4 bed share room 

	Non-students
	$610
	$470 (per person)
	$390 (per person)

	Students
	$490
	$350 (per person)
	$270 (per person)


People will be placed in single sex rooms, but if pairs or groups of people wish to be placed together they should complete their registration forms individually but attach a note or send an email expressing their preferences.
OR
2. Registration and meals only: 

If you wish to attend the whole conference, but have alternative accommodation

	
	With all meals
	Without breakfast

	Non-students
	$300
	$270

	Students
	$180
	$150


OR
3. Day registration only (includes registration, teas and lunch); days to be specified after
the program is finalised:

	
	
	# Days

	Non-students
	$80
	

	Students
	$60
	


If you are NOT a member add $25 for non-students and $5 for students 
Students need to provide an email from their supervisor to confirm their status

Attach this completed form to an email and send to the ASHB conference
Payment options:

1. On-line bank transfer – complete a bank transfer to ASHB: Unicredit, BSB 806-036, account# 9187,  Account description “Rego + your surname + first initial”

2. Credit card – complete the section below and post to Nick Milne.
3. Australian cheque payment – post form and cheque to Nick Milne.
Card type - VISA / MASTERCARD  Name on Card: 






Signature……………………………………
Card Number: _ _ _ _---_ _ _ _---_ _ _ _---_ _ _ _    Expiry date_ _ / _ _
DO NOT SEND CREDIT CARD DETAILS IN AN EMAIL
Any questions contact Nick Milne.  Email: milne@anhb.uwa.edu.au or Phone: (61 8) 64888644
Postal address for cheque and credit card registration payments
Nick Milne
School of Anatomy & Human Biology M309
University of Western Australia
35 Stirling Highway, Crawley WA 6009
Additional information

The Conference will be held at Kingstown Barracks, Rottnest Island.

In 1936 it was decided to fortify Rottnest Island so that the maritime approaches to Fremantle harbour could be defended.  Kingstown Barracks was established and large anti-shipping guns were mounted at Oliver Hill and nearby Bickley Point.  From 1945 to 1984 Kingstown Barracks remained as an army training base, but since 1984 Kingstown Barracks has been used for recreation/accommodation.
Travel to Rottnest.

Registration does not cover the ferry fare to the Island but an arrangement has been made with Oceanic Cruises ( http://www.oceaniccruises.com.au/RottnestIsland.aspx ) for discounted fares for ASHB conference delegates.

$44 return or $40 same day return – Mention ASHB when booking tickets.  Phone (618)-93251191
It is suggested that you arrive on Tuesday 1st December and depart after lunch on Friday 4th.  Details of Oceanic Cruises’ summer timetable will be posted when they are available.
If you wish to extend your stay at Rottnest (either before or after the conference) you should visit the Rottnest Island Authority accommodation website http://www.rottnestisland.com/en/Accommodation/default.htm 
or the Kingstown backpackers website  http://www.about-australia.com/travel-guides/western-australia/perth/accommodation/backpacker/kingstown-barracks/
Program outline

Welcome drinks and meal
From 4pm Tuesday 1st December there will be welcome drinks in the Governor’s Circle, and at 6pm dinner will be served in the mess hall at nearby Kingstown Barracks.

The conference scientific sessions will run all day Wednesday and Thursday, and Friday morning.

The Conference dinner will be held on Thursday night
Assistance for visiting students

Depending on the timing of your flights into and out of Perth you may require accommodation in Perth.  Some local members may be able to accommodate visiting students.  Please contact the ASHB conference if you require, or would like to offer accommodation in Perth.
Transport on Rottnest  Kingstown is 1.8km from the ferry landing at the settlement. There is a free shuttle bus, bicycles are available for hire or you can walk to Kingstown in about 20 minutes.
Map Of the Settlement area at Rottnest:  http://www.rottnestisland.com/NR/rdonlyres/9534AD03-CA9F-4108-AD3F-F8A144E6A977/18794/AccommodationandStreetmap.pdf
Map of the Kingstown area http://www.rottnestisland.com/NR/rdonlyres/9534AD03-CA9F-4108-AD3F-F8A144E6A977/18799/KingstownBarracksmap.pdf
Alcohol

Please note that the public areas of Kingstown Barracks are NOT licensed and that street drinking laws are strictly enforced on Rottnest.  Drinking is permitted in the accommodation that has been booked. Hence, the Welcome drinks will be held in the Governor’s Circle accommodation.
ASHB 23rd Annual Conference

Kingstown Barracks. Rottnest Island Western Australia

1-4 December 2009

Call for abstracts

You are invited to offer papers for oral or poster presentation on any aspect of Human Biology.

· Offers to present papers must be accompanied by an abstract (see details below)

· All titles and abstracts must be received by 31st September 2009. All abstracts are subject to editorial control.

· Papers will be allocated 15 minutes for presentation + 5 minutes for discussion.

· Participants in the poster session will be given 2 minutes each to introduce their work.

· Abstracts will be published in 2010 in our official journal – Journal of Comparative Human Biology (HOMO)

Titles and abstracts will be due on the 31st  September. Please see below for guidelines. 

Instructions for abstracts

· Use minimal formatting (no capitals, bold, underline, italics, superscripts, paragraph formatting etc) unless required by convention (eg acronyms, species names etc)

· Use no more than 250 words in the body of the text.

· Separate title, authors and body of the text by a single blank line.

For example:

Stress hormones and lifestyle in Aboriginal Australians.

L H Schmitt, E K Rousham (The University of Western Australia), G A Harrison (University of Oxford) & R M Spargo (Health Department of Western Australia)

Aboriginal people in the remote Kimberley region have experienced a rapid transition in lifestyle during the past ………

Please see over page, an example of a printed copy of an abstract which appeared in the Journal of Comparative Human Biology (HOMO) from the 2007 ASHB conference.
Abstracts from the 21st (Dunedin, 2007) and 22nd (Adelaide, 2008) meetings of ASHB have now been published in HOMO Volume 60 issue 3. http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/0018442X 
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K. Ballantyne (Forensic Services Department, Victoria Police, and La Trobe
University, Australia), ~kaye.ballantyne@police.vic.gov.au, R. van Oorschot
(Forensic Services Department, Victoria Police, Australia), roland.vanoorschot@
police.vic.gov.au, J. Mitchell (La Trobe University, Australia), john.mitchell@
latrobe.edu.au

Trace DNA is rapidly becoming an invaluable resource for forensic profiling, but
can pose special challenges for its recognition, collection, extraction and amplifica-
tion. Samples containing less than ~20 human cell equivalents may be regarded as
“trace’. These cells originate from the deposition of minute quantities of biological
material, such as epithelial cells on touched objects, minute blood splashes, bone
fragments or shed (telogen) hairs. A particular challenge can be the PCR
amplification of such small samples, with allelic dropout, the presence of false
alleles and peak height imbalance common from samples containing less than 100 pg.

A relatively new technique, Whole Genome Amplification (WGA), may be applied
to increase the profiling success of trace samples. Standard multiple displacement
amplification or MDA (GenomiPhi, GE Biosciences) can increase the profiling
success of 10 pg of DNA by up to 60%. The use of crowded MDA, using non-target
DNA or polyethylene glycol, can further significantly increase the profiling success.
Although there is an increase in amplification bias, the MDA technique is suitable
for small quantities of DNA or moderately degraded DNA, and the product is
suitable for routine STR genotyping. WGA can assist in increasing the profiling
success rates for human identification and individualisation.





Please submit abstracts via email to the ASHB conference
Please include the following details:

(a)  Your name, phone, fax and mail address

(b)  Your preference for oral or poster presentation

(c)  The abstract, either as plain text or as an attached RTF file

(d)  Details of any unusual formatting aspects for your abstract.
We will confirm receipt of all abstracts by reply email.

STUDENT TRAVEL AWARDS.  Guidelines
Travel Award application including:

a) A short written paper describing the research that will be presented at the conference.  The paper should be concise and of a length consistent with 10-15 minute presentation.  It would not normally be more than 6 pages including all text, figures, tables and references.  It must be on A4 paper with margins of at least 2cm., single spaced in at least 10 point font.  Please note these short papers will be posted on the ASHB website.
b) An 250 word abstract as described above.

c) A declaration from the student that they will be attending the conference and orally presenting the paper.

d) An attestation from the supervisor of the applicant’s eligibility.

The travel Award application should be submitted to the ASHB conference by the 30th September 2009.
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