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Suite G1, Montpellier House

Montpellier Drive

Cheltenham, GL50 1TY
ACCESS USER GROUP
NATIONAL SEMINAR  Wednesday 18th April 2018 
To be held at: Pendley Manor Hotel, Cow Lane, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5QY

http://www.pendley-manor.co.uk
___________________________________________________________________________________



AGENDA

08.45 – 09.15   

Registration, Tea/Coffee & Biscuits
09.15 – 09.30

Introduction – by Rod Gordon, Chairman of the Access User Group
09.30 – 10.15
Trying To Keep Things Simple: Menus/Maps/Integration/Access Versions presented by Peter Merry, merry.co.uk
Peter likes to provide elegant and efficient solutions to complex requirements. His approach is not particularly technical, but it is grounded in good logic and is (he hopes) understandable.  This talk will give a brief overview of four areas that have been important to his systems development over the past few years.
Menus: Peter dislikes menus that take up valuable screen space, so his are small, multi-layered, flexible and configurable.
Maps: Peter loves Google maps and has scoured the web for easy ways to integrate them into Access forms.

Integration:  Peter was faced with the option of web integration for one of his Access databases or the loss of his biggest client.  In the end the integration took only a few lines of code but finding out what those were took a long time and much head scratching.

Access Versions: Peter has clients running almost every version of Access – thankfully most are on versions 2003 to 2016.  He uses a simple approach to make sure that one development system works for all users within a client.
10.15 – 10.45
Wizhook and Shared Images presented by Peter Cole
Wizhook: A collection of hidden undocumented internal functions.  To see what’s available open the Object Browser, right click and select “Show Hidden Members”.  They have been around since at least AC 2000.  Peter has collected documentation from the internet, partially translated some and come up with some useful functions such as: SortStringArray; TwipsFromFont and WizCopyCmdbars.

Shared Images: Since 2010, images can be shared rather than embedded or linked.  Shared Images are stored in MsysResources (where Themes are collected).  Peter will show how changing a stored image changes all occurrences in the Database.   
10.45 – 11.00

Break for Tea/Coffee & Biscuits
11.00 – 12.00
Start Your Project Right presented by Armen Stein, Access MVP, J Street Technology
Congratulations!  You’re starting a new custom development project.  But the way a project starts is a good predictor of how it will finish.  To make everything proceed smoothly and complete successfully, it’s important to develop a great project plan.  You must understand and document your customer’s needs, project scope, and perhaps most importantly, the cost estimates!  Armen will discuss how J Street plans Access and web projects from hundreds of hours to thousands, and he’ll leave you with samples and tools that you can use.
12.00 – 13.15

Break for Lunch

13.15 – 14.00
Building And Automating DSN-Less Connection to SQL Servers; here, there, and everywhere presented by Peter Bryant, Corylus Business Systems

Fed up with needing Access full fat at the client in order to relink and fix apps (or worse, actually having to dress up and visit them!!), Peter developed a set of tools to enable him to fire and forget application upgrades.  You will see how you can have an app that will automatically reconnect to the right database on the right SQL server on the right network by just starting the app.  As a bonus, users can be given the means to switch between test and live databases without needing a new Access database or a new DSN.  You should never need to create a DSN at a client again.

14.00 – 14.15
Break for Tea/Coffee & Cake
14.15 – 15.15
Practical Techniques in Access Applicatons presented by Armen Stein, Access MVP, J Street Technology
In this tour of a significant Access/SQL Server application that J Street delivered this year, Armen will demonstrate many of the techniques that you can use to build powerful, robust systems.  Along the way we’ll look at generating HTML emails with custom attachments, sorting and filtering forms, generating QuickBooks invoices, and using the power of SQL Server for back-end calculations.
15.15 – 15.30
Closing by Rod Gordon 
SEMINAR FEES: 


£100.00 + VAT (£120.00 inc. VAT) for members
£135.00 + VAT (£162.00 inc. VAT) for non-members

To make a credit card payment please go to: www.gordonassociates.co. uk/matchriverevents
Annual membership of the Access User Group costs £70.00 + VAT (£84.00 including VAT) for an individual membership and £225.00 + VAT (£270.00 including VAT) for corporate membership (up to 5 named employees).  Payment for membership should be made to: Access User Group.
For further details on membership and the seminar contact Margaret Chamberlain at: Margaret@gordonassociates.co.uk , telephone: 01242 256549.
SPEAKER PROFILES

Peter Merry, merry.co.uk

Peter has run his IT software development (and project management) company for the past 25 years.  He likes to keep away from the bleeding edge of technology, but is very interested in the logic of how businesses work, systems integration and automation.  His sales pitch is that if you can describe it, he can make it happen.  This approach has led to a varied client base, including Access development work for The British Museum, Sofa Workshop, MFI, Goodwood and a variety of local and national organisations.  He has also managed IT projects for a variety of businesses including Mercedes Benz Finance.

Peter Cole, peter@thememydatabase.co.uk
Peter originally started with Access developing a timesheet program.  He diverted on to CAD/CAM creating a new menu system and automated macro creation tool.  When the software supplier closed he developed a system to transfer data to different systems.  He learnt how differently people could use flexible software!  Returning to Access he developed an interior designers system and parametric CNC system integrating with a Nesting Package via the COM interface.  Having previously worked on the look and feel of the CAD package his attention turned to the Access desktop GUI when Access 2010 arrived with Themes.  He gave a demonstration at the AUG of transforming the old Northwind traders demo to a Themed version with colour gradients and Navigation control.  He concentrated on developing a system to automate the Theming process including providing a detailed analysis of forms and controls.  Since demonstrating the system at the AUG he has been adding features for easily creating new Coloured Themes with intelligent font selection and more recently substituting images.
 
Armen Stein, armen.stein@jstreettech.com
Armen is the founder and president of J Street Technology, a Microsoft Partner located near Seattle.  J Street is a team of developers with expertise in building custom Access desktop and ASP.NET web applications.  Armen is a Microsoft Certified Professional, an Access MVP since 2006, and has spoken at many user groups and conferences, including Microsoft TechEd, Office DevCon in Australia, and the PAUG Conference. Armen is co-author of Access 2007 VBA Programmers Reference (Wrox).  His other interests include travel, photography, Kauai, backgammon, movies, and driving his 1969 Ford Bronco in the sun.

Peter Bryant, pbryant@corylus-business.co.uk
Peter has run his own consultancy since 2004 and (after a fashion) specialises in not specialising; he’s worked in almost every sector ranging from automotive to hi-fi, from reseller to print, and financial services to charity. He has used Microsoft Access since the early beta program two decades ago and his projects are now more about data analysis, function and business problem solving rather than the most amazing code writing.  Projects are nearly always lengthy prototyping/agile projects where the client starts out quite unsure of their expected final outcome.  As well as Access/SQL development he gets involved in general IT Management for SME’s as well as project management for resellers and enterprise.
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