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	Microfinance in China: Small Loans, Big Dreams

A Luncheon Presentation with ALEX COUNTS, President & CEO, Grameen Foundation
Wednesday, November 5, 2008                   

Tian Shan and Lu Shan Rooms, Island Shangri-La Hotel, Pacific Place, Admiralty 

Reception at 12.15 p.m., Luncheon at 12.30 p.m., Close at 2.15 p.m. 
HK$390 Asia Society members/full-time students, HK$490 Non-members

In an age where financial turmoil, recession and terrorism are overriding concerns, global poverty continues to be ignored. Yet the poorest half of the world’s population own less than one percent of its assets. Around one billion people subsist on under a dollar a day, including 300 million people in China or 17% of its population. The microfinance movement, which was started at Grameen Bank, has lifted over 90 million people out of poverty across the globe. How has microfinance impacted China? What are the global trends in poverty and microfinance? Are they financially sustainable and commercially viable? Alex Counts is President and CEO of the Grameen Foundation, a dynamic non-profit, Washington D.C.-based organization that has grown into a global network of 46 microfinance partners in 25 countries. Alex has more than two decades experience in microfinance and poverty reduction, starting as a Fulbright scholar at Grameen Bank, where he worked closely and trained under Nobel Prize winner, Professor Muhammad Yunus, founder of the Grameen Bank. Alex became the Grameen Foundation’s first Executive Director in 1997 and the Foundation is helping an estimated 30 million people around the world. Alex graduated from Cornell University in economics and is the author of numerous books and articles on poverty and microfinance including his latest, Small Loans, Big Dreams: How Nobel Prize Winner Muhammad Yunus and Microfinance Are Changing the World. The book will be available for purchase after the luncheon.
Reservations:  To make your reservation, please return your payment with this form as soon as possible.  Checks should be made payable to The Asia Society Hong Kong Center Limited and mailed to Asia Society Hong Kong Center, 13/F, Baskerville House, 13 Duddell Street, Central. Credit card payments may be faxed to 2877-5343.   

Confirmations:  Please consider your registration confirmed unless notified otherwise. No tickets will be issued for Asia Society Hong Kong Center programs. Your name will be held on a list at the door, and your receipt and name badge may be collected on the day of the program. 

Cancellations: Please note that no-shows will be charged. Individual cancellations cannot be accepted less than 2 working days before the event.
Nov 5 (Wed) A Luncheon Presentation with Alex Counts
Tian Shan and Lu Shan Rooms, Island Shangri-La Hotel, Pacific Place, Admiralty 

Reception at 12.15 p.m., Luncheon at 12.30 p.m., Close at 2.15 p.m.
Asia Society members/full-time students

□ vegetarian
@$390=

Non-members

□ vegetarian
@$490=
Tables of 12

@$4,680=


   Payment by  ( Check  (No._________ )  ( American Express   ( Mastercard  ( Visa   Total: _______

To register, please return this form by fax 2877-5343
or email  fchim@asiasoc.org
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