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USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

1.
Meetings

The ITU Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop on IDI 2018 is organised by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) and hosted by the Department of Information and Communications Technology (DICT), Philippines and will be held on 14-16 March 2018. More details of this event are on http://itu.int/go/aspidi2018.  

2.
Venue

The workshop will be held at NOVOTEL MANILA- ARANETA CENTER, Cubao, Quezon City.
3.
Visa and Immigration Requirements

Visas are required for nationals of certain countries to enter the Philippines for the duration of the meeting and those who need visas are advised to apply at the Philippine Embassies or Consulates General or Consular Offices. Please check for more information at:  http://www.dfa.gov.ph/index.php/consular-services/visa-information.

4.
Recommended Hotel for the Event

Novotel Manila in the Araneta Center is the recommended hotel for the event. It is a modern hotel in Quezon City’s business and leisure district. It is in close proximity to shopping malls and public transportation. 
Should you wish to stay at Novotel, kindly inform the following contacts in order to facilitate your booking:
	Organization
	Department of Information and Communications Technology

	Name:
	Ms. Alana G. Ramos
	Ms. Jasmin B. Eleazar

	Position:
	Division Chief
	Planning Officer I

	Email:
	alana.ramos@dict.gov.ph
	Jasmin.eleazar@dict.gov.ph

	Contact Details:
	Tel +63 2 9200101 loc. 3104
	Tel +63 2 9200101 loc. 3104

	
	
	


If you wish to contact the Novotel hotel directly, please contact the following and ensure that you identify yourself as a participant of the DICT-ITU Asia-Pacific Regional Workshop:
Ms. Eljin Nepomuceno
Email: eljin.NEPOMUCENO@accor.com
Phone: +632 990 7888
Mobile Number:  +639988418969
Kindly note that accommodations are at the expense of the participant. The DICT may assist with arranging for accommodations at your preferred hotel. Participants are advised to arrange their own transportation from airport to hotel and back.
	Other Recommended Hotels

	Hotel(s)
	Category
	Address/Contact Number
	Room Rates

(PHP/night)

	Novotel Manila

(Workshop venue)
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	General Aguinaldo Ave, Cubao, Quezon City

Phone: +632 990 7888

Mobile Number: +639988418969
	PhP5,000.00

(USD 96.00)
Single occupancy

	SEDA Vertis North
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	Astra Corner Lux Drive, Vertis North

Quezon City

Phone: (632) 739 8888

vertis@sedahotels.com
	PhP5,916.00
(USD114)

	Eurotel Vivaldi

(https://eurotel-hotel.com/EurotelWeb/WebPage/Eurotel%20Vivaldi%20EDSA/Home.html)
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	29 Epifanio de los Santos Ave, Cubao, Quezon City

Tel. No.: (02) 281-7550 | Central No.: (02) 935 
Mobile: (+63) 999-888-3876
	PhP3,300.00

(USD63.50)

	Fernandina 88 Hotel Suites

(http://www.fernandina88.com.ph/)


	
	222 P. Tuazon Blvd, Araneta Shopping Center, Quezon City

Trunk Lines: (632) 911 – 6954 and (632) 911 – 6954
Reservations: (632) 438 – 6686 and (632) 438 – 6688
	PhP5,400.00

(USD104)


5.
Transport from and to Airport

The “Ninoy Aquino International Airport” (IATA code: MNL) services the Metropolitan Manila area. The NAIA complex has three adjacent terminals, Terminals 1, 2 and 3 located along the border between the cities of Pasay and Parañaque, about 7 kilometers (4.3 mi) south of Manila proper and southwest of Makati, and 19.6 kilometers (36 minutes without traffic) from the Venue in Quezon City. Options for ground transportation services are available at the terminal.

Participants are advised to arrange their own transportation from airport to hotel and back.

UBER or GRAB: Rates depend on the passenger's pick-up and drop-off point. Transportation cost is around P380.00 to P550.00 (USD6.7-USD10.57) from the airport to the venue. Distance between NAIA and Novotel Manila, Araneta Center, Cubao City is 18.7km via Roxas Boulevard. Travel time is approximately 1 hour and 15 minutes.
Airport metered taxi: Airport metered taxis operate on a metered rate basis. Airport taxis are generally more expensive than regular taxis. Estimated cost for an airport taxi is PhP800.00 (USD15.39) from the airport to the venue. Airport taxi kiosks are located at the exit points of the airport.
More Airport information is available at:  www.miaa.gov.ph
6.
Weather

Metro Manila's weather forecast in the month of March would have an average high temperature of 20°C to 33°C (68°F to 91.4°F). Due to high temperature and the surrounding bodies of water, the Philippines has a high relative humidity. The average monthly relative humidity varies between 71 percent in March and 85 percent in September ( https://web.pagasa.gov.ph).
7.
Currency & Credit Cards

The official currency of the Philippines is the Philippine Peso (P).

Generally, sellers in the Philippines do not accept currencies other than the Philippine peso. It is therefore necessary to change foreign currency into peso to make cash payments. Foreign currency can be exchanged at the foreign exchange sections of banks and other authorized foreign exchange outlets such as in the airports.
As a reference, the currency exchange rate is 1 USD ~ P 52.02. Exchange rates fluctuate daily, hence, please consult published exchange rates available on  http://www.bsp.gov.ph/statistics/sdds/exchrate.htm for timely updates.

Major bills and coins in circulation
1000-peso bill
500-peso bill
200-peso bill
100-peso bill

50-peso bill
20-peso bill
10-peso coin
5-peso coin
1-peso coin
Mastercard, Visa, or American Express are accepted in most of the establishments within the area. A foreign transaction fee is charged during withdrawals via ATM machines. 
Duty free shopping
The Arrival Outlet is located at the Arrival Area of the NAIA Terminal 1, the facility enables arriving passengers to purchase Duty Free merchandise such as chocolates, liquor and cigarettes.

The Departure Outlet is situated right after the Departure Immigrations Area of the NAIA Terminal 1. Departing passengers can avail of last-minute shopping of duty and tax free merchandise. Passengers can choose from a wide variety of perfumes, chocolates, snacks, leather goods, watches, souvenir items, liquor, wines, cigarettes and cigars at duty free prices.

(Source: http://www.dfp.com.ph/node/504)

8.
Taxes

Usually the displayed prices have sales tax already included.
9.
Language

Filipino and English are the official languages in the Philippines. The workshop will be conducted in English.
10.
Local Time

The Philippine time zone is GMT +8.
11.
Communications

The country code of the Philippines is +63. Mobile cell phones are operated by two providers: Globe Telecom and Smart Communications. Mobile SIM cards are available for purchase at the airport.
12.
Electricity & Power Plug

Electricity and power outlets in the Philippines have the standard voltage 220 V and standard frequency 60 Hz. The power sockets that are used are of type A / B. It is strongly advised to check the voltage of each device before plugging it into an outlet. Power outlets in the meeting rooms are limited. Charging of electronic devices will be possible only in designated areas.

Type A
Type B


13.
Contacts

For inquiries and information on local arrangements, please contact:
	Organization:
	Department of Information and Communications Technology

	Name:
	Ms. Alana G. Ramos
	Ms. Jasmin B. Eleazar

	Position:
	Division Chief
	Planning Officer I

	Email:
	alana.ramos@dict.gov.ph
	Jasmin.eleazar@dict.gov.ph

	Contact Details:
	Tel +63 2 9200101 loc. 3104
	Tel +63 2 9200101 loc. 3104

	
	
	


14. 
Other useful information
You can find further information on the host city and the Philippines on the following web pages:  www.gov.ph and  www.itsmorefuninthephilippines.com.
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