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Northern Ireland, Scotland and Wales for Child Protection

King’s College, London, WC2R 2LS
Friday 28 April 2017 

Keynote speakerS:

Dr. Jenny Driscoll, Programme Director, MA Child Studies, Kings College London School of Education, Communication and Society.

Joan Connell, Barrister, specialist in Public & Private child law at FOURTEEN

Overview: A multi-disciplinary masterclass on recent legal and policy changes and child public law judicial decisions in England, which have significant implications for child protection practice. This will include key issues such as FGM, forced marriage, Child Sexual Exploitation, radicalization and the ‘Prevent’ duty, thresholds for intervention and child participation in family law proceedings. 

Audiences: This masterclass is suitable for professionals from all disciplines working in child protection, including social workers, health and education professionals, and the police. The session will provide an opportunity for multi-agency discussion of key issues for practice.
This masterclass is offered as a one-day event and as two half-day events 
This Masterclass is the first in a series of SIMILAR events for 2017
PROGRAMME:
Registration opens at 9.30 with refreshments 
Morning Session: 10.30am-1.00pm 
(with short break between presentation and discussion/workshop).

Title: Putting recent legislative initiatives/guidance into practice

Learning Objectives: 

· to review recent legislation and guidance on issues of contemporary concern in child protection practice; 

· to discuss the implications of such legislation/guidance for understanding social policy constructions of child protection ‘problems’; and 

· to consider best practice in multi-agency professional responses. 

Brief description: Content will be revised to take into account any guidance issued shortly before the masterclass but will include:

· gendered child maltreatment issues such Child Sexual Exploitation; FGM and forced marriage; 
· radicalization and the ‘Prevent’ duty;
· child slavery and trafficking and 
· the government’s response to the mandatory reporting consultation (if available).
Afternoon Session: 2.00am-4.30pm 
(with short break between presentation and discussion/workshop)

Title: Recent child public law cases
Learning Objectives: 

· ensure practitioners are familiar with recent judicial decisions that have implications for professional practice; 

· provide a forum for discussion of the impact of recent case law decisions on professional practice.

Brief description: Content will be revised to take into account any judgements handed down shortly before the masterclass, but will include: 

· children’s participation in family law proceedings; 

· case law on the meeting of thresholds for statutory intervention for the protection of children; and

· interim care orders.  

Fees

Cost for one-day event, including lunch and refreshments: BASPCAN members £130, non-members £195.

Costs for either half-day session: BASPCAN members £65, non-members £100 (refreshments but no lunch included) 
Non-members attending who join BASPCAN are offered a special rate of £215  for attendance and membership for 2017. This includes subscription to the journal Child Abuse Review for 2017. 

Those wishing to attend for half a day please contact the National Office at conferences@baspcan.org.uk 
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
Jenny Driscoll 
Jenny became a trustee of BASPCAN at the AGM in November 2015. She practised as a Family Law barrister for over a decade, specialising in child protection, and was a founder member of Coram Chambers in Temple, London. She is now Lecturer in Child Studies and Programme Director for the MA Child Studies and MA International Child Studies at King's College London. Her teaching commitments include law, policy and practice in child protection in the UK and internationally. Current research projects include an Economic & Social Research Council-funded project on the role of schools in safeguarding children and a British Academy/Leverhulme grant on child protection arrangements in subSaharan African nations. 

Her book on the educational transitions of care leavers is due to be published by Routledge in 2018. Jenny was an academic adviser for the NGO Alternative Civil Society Report submitted to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child to inform the Committee's Concluding Observations on the UK in 2016. 

Jenny sits on the Education, Learning and Policy Sub Committee of BASPCAN.

Joan Connell practises in public and private law children cases, representing local authorities, parents, grandparents and guardians. It is this breadth of representation that enables Joan to see the case from different perspectives and pass on this experience to her client. Joan is regularly instructed in care proceedings involving serious non-accidental injury, sexual abuse, mental health issues and substance abuse. 
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