[image: image1.emf][image: image56.wmf]
	The Florida Lamp
:                                                                      The Voice of Florida ESA                                                    April 2010

	INSIDE THIS ISSUE
	   Floridalamp@hotmail.com                              Sharon Roberts, Editor

Janice Harmon, Editor

	Officer Reports

1→President’s letter

2→1st Vice President

3→2nd Vice President

3→Corresponding Secretary

3→Recording Secretary

3→Treasurer

4→Philanthropic Director

4→Easter Seals
4→Disaster Fund

5→Foundation Counselor

5→Parliamentarian
5→Audit Committee

5→Awards Chairman
Chapter Chatter

12→Alpha Beta
12→Alpha Nu

12→Alpha Rho

12→Beta Beta

13→Beta Theta

13→Chi Omega
14→Epsilon Lambda

14→Eta Rho

14→Gamma Rho

15→Lambda Xi
15→Nu Alpha

15→Rho Chi
Other News

6→Proposed Bylaw Changes
7→LX Registration Form
8→State Officer Candidates

9→Website Information

10→LX Information

15→Next Jonquil Deadline

15→Next Lamp Deadline

16→Photographs

	[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


Center Stage With Sherry  
 

Can it be??  Has the sorority year really almost reached the end?  It doesn’t seem possible.  I guess that saying is true “time flies when you’re having fun”.  I can honestly say without a doubt that I have had fun, am still having fun and hope to have more fun.  I sure hope you are too.
Even though our sorority year is ending it’s never too late to invite a friend, co-worker, family member or that person you just met to join in on our ESA fun.  I’m sure many chapters are still hosting events for St. Jude, Hope for Heroes or even for local charities so don’t forget those people you have met along the way or may met at these events.  Let’s make sure the dance continues by sharing our fun of ESA and increasing our membership.  Together we can do it, I know we can.
Thank you Epsilon Lambda for hosting a great Leadership, you did an awesome job.  I hope everyone who attended enjoyed it and learned something useful they can take back to their chapter and share with their members that were unable to attend.
Our next dance together will be State Convention in St. Petersburg.  I sure hope you grab a dance partner and your dancing shoes and come prepared to have a wonderful time.  From what I hear the fun will be non-stop.  In case you haven’t heard Rose Pasillas, IC 2nd VP and Robin Bussey, SERC Recording Secretary will be our reps this year.  Make sure you give them a warm Florida welcome and show them how we “Dance to the Music”.  

“The journey between who you once were, and who you are now becoming, is where the dance of life really takes place”.     Barbara DeAngelis
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OFFICER REPORTS

Pinky Barbour 

 1st Vice President

In gathering nomination forms for the Florida State Council for 2010-2011, I discovered some very disturbing information.  There is a Statewide fear of running for an elected office....most everyone has the misconception that it takes up all of your time and is an overwhelming job.  THIS IS SO FAR FROM THE TRUTH!!!!!! Most everyone goes to Mid Year, Leadership and State Convention...and officers only have one board meeting in August and one in January...that is only 2 extra meetings for the whole year!!!!!..The old saying "fear of the unknown" really proves itself in this case.  We have done numerous programs about the duties and responsibilities of officers in the past, which have apparently been during the time everyone decided to take a "Potty Break", because the "FEAR" is still in existence. WHAT IF NO ONE DECIDED TO STEP UP TO THE PLATE??????? WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO THE FLORIDA STATE COUNCIL OF ESA?????


Every single one of you has the time and talent to contribute some very valuable ideas and
skills to ESA.  If for no other reason, why not do it for the kids at St Jude’s or the students at Florida School for the Deaf and Blind???  We are ALL going through some very trying times and situations in our personal lives, but this is an important time to remember that we are a SISTERHOOD here to help each other....what better time than when one of us needs another Sister or Brother?  In my 9 years of Membership I have never heard a member say that "no one would help her" either in an elected position, appointed position or in her personal life.  That is also one of the main functions of the PPA's...they have "been there and done that" and are anxious to help us.


At Leadership, we did another program about the fun duties of an elected office.....but unfortunately we can only reach those in attendance, and might be missing the "ears" of some very valuable prospects for Elected Offices....so hopefully this Lamp article will enlighten, spark and encourage YOU to conquer those fears and be one of the next officers on the Florida State Board!  


We have a wonderful slate of candidates for 2010-2011, and I sincerely thank each one of them for caring about the future of ESA in Florida.
[image: image8.jpg]



Mary Jay Bauer 

Second Vice President

Happy Spring!  Convention is right around the corner and I look forward to presenting the bids that were received for the next year.  Even though we do have bids for the 2010-2011 year, we still need everyone to consider hosting a state meeting.  It’s been several years since we have had to actually vote on where we wanted to have a meeting.  Let’s see if we can "Dance to the Music" and step up to the beat and submit those bids!  Hosting a state meeting is a great way to raise money for your chapters.  It’s fun and a great way show your support for our state.  I look forward to seeing you all at convention in St. Petersburg!  Keep on Dancing!
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Rhonda Coy

Corresponding Secretary

SPECIAL RECOGNITION GOES TO …

 Guess  Who ??  No guessing needed if you send me the names of those members in your chapters who are receiving   “Service” or “Pallas Athene” awards.  Please send me their year and/or degree for special recognition during convention.  (Remember service years are in increments of 5.)  Please do not bring their certificate or pin as we wouldn’t want them to get misplaced.    You can e-mail the information to rscoy@yahoo.com, or snail mail to Rhonda Coy, 317 Country Club Drive, Oldsmar, Florida 34677 so that we can prepare a special ceremony for these gals.  Although we would really like this information beforehand please don’t leave anyone out because their information was not sent. Hunt me down at Convention Friday night.

 As a reminder…..   don’t forget to send in those  April minutes.  Many of our chapters forget during the transition of new officers in their chapter to send in their minutes for April.  If no business meeting was held you must send a report noting that. I have truly enjoyed reading our Chapters’ history by the minutes reported each month and serving as Sherry’s Corresponding Secretary – let’s keep up the good work by supporting all your new State officers for next year and why not look into joining the State Board yourself, we have many members with a lot of ideas that would be a great asset to the Florida State Council.
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Kayla Andux
Recording Secretary

Hey there dancers!! It has been a pleasure serving as Recording Secretary on the Florida State Board this year! I hope that everyone is as excited about LX as I am! I can’t wait to see everyone at convention and I am looking forward to the up-coming year!! As always if I can help in anyway please contact me. Keep on dancing!!
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Robin Allred
Treasurer
Hello ESA Family …. As our year comes to a close I would like to thank all of you for allowing me to serve as your State Treasurer.  I hope I have met your expectations and look forward to the opportunity to serve on the board again.  I would like to take this moment to encourage all of you to run for an office or serve on the board in some capacity. It really is not difficult and is very rewarding. I know by the time this is sent Leadership will be over and I am confident I will be very happy that I attended and got to see everyone.  I am anxiously awaiting the great time we’ll have at LX Convention!
Until then take care and I’ll see you in St. Petersburg!

Paula Kelly
Philanthropic Director
Hi All.  I am so sorry to have missed Leadership.
Unfortunately I have not yet learned (and it is too late, I guess) to be a rubber band.  I stretched as far as I could but could not reach Jacksonville!  In fact, when I let loose I doubled my duties.  Please, please, please, if at any time you have any questions I will be more than happy to answer or find the answer.  A really big surprise for me this year was the absence of questions.  By the time you read this, you will probably already have sent in your final philanthropic report to me.  The deadline was March 31, and it had to be in my hands by then.  If you missed the deadline, remember, there is always next year.  

 

IC is promoting a Virtual Food Drive.  It will culminate at the 2010 IC Convention in Minnesota with a food drive.  Here is how it works: 
--Collect food and cash locally and report it, any updates, ideas, events and results to the Virtual Food Drive at esavirtualfooddrive@gmail.com by July 9, 2010.   
Suggestions:

--Sponsor chapter food drives

--Have a FOOD COLLECTION at your state  

   convention. 

--work with an employer to have food collections at 
   the work place

--Get creative . . . Try something new!

--Bring additional food drive donations to the IC 
   Convention.

President Jamie will announce the results at IC Convention.  For more information check out the IC website http://www.esaintl.com.

 

If anyone reading this wants to take charge of a food drive at convention, please let me know.  pkelly4@tampabay.rr.com or 727/460-6176.
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Mary Sosa

Easter Seals Coordinator
The cold winter weather will soon be replaced by the flowers of spring; this is a great time to rejuvenate our spirits and rejoice in our friendships.  Easter Seals is happy to be working with ESA members.  We hope that your chapters will continue to support the efforts of Easter Seals to help those in need in our communities.  Please let me know if I can help in anyway(.  You can reach me at 352-546-5347 or by email @ countryangel@wildblue.net.  You can contact James Bryant, Director of Camp Challenge at 352-383-4711 or by email at 

 JBryant@fl.easterseals.com.

There are many ways that we can show our support: contact your local office and offer to help;  send an e-card; recycle your cell phones, ink cartridges or iPods; these are a few of the ways that we can continue to help.  Please continue to check out the website for updates @ www.fleasterseals.com.   I will be happy to collect any donations to Easter Seals including ink cartridges at the Leadership meeting.

The deadline for the Easter Seals report is March 30th.  

“Think globally but act locally”
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Jan Billias
Disaster Fund
Ever since the movie, “The Blind Side”, the phrase, “I’ve got your back” has become more and more popular.  This is just what ESA does for its members.  We’ve “got your back”.  One very big way that we cover your back is through the ESA Disaster Fund.  YOU ARE NOT ALONE. We all will face crises.  Fortunately, we don’t always have major ones, but when we do, ESA is here for you.  Please be a part of covering our backs by contributing in any way possible to the Disaster Fund.  My prayer is that we will always be able to help.  I’VE GOT YOUR BACK!
Jane Elliott

Foundation Counselor

This has been a busy time for ESA Foundation as the scholarship program deadlines have come due or are coming due as I write this.  I have processed 172 scholarship applications and sent them on to the regional counselor who will forward them to their respective scholarship committees.

I would like to urge you to consider becoming a “Planned Giver” in the ESA Foundation.  The scholarships we award are close to $200,000.00 each year.  If you would like more information about giving to the Foundation in your will, please contact Flora Burns, Planned Giving Chairman at esafva@hotmail.com.

Another item I need to include here is that the deadline for Foundation dues was March 1st.  Foundation annual dues for the next year are currently due and payable.  Membership dues for the first year are $25 and $15 each year after that.  A Life Active Membership is available for one payment of $500 or a payment of $250 for two years.  All dues payments should be sent directly to the Foundation at P.O. Box 270517, Ft. Collins. CO 80527.  You may also pay your dues online.

Since June 1, 2009, five new Scholarships have been established.  Be sure to visit the online site to see which scholarships need funding and make donations by mailing a check or making a donation online.  Checks should be made payable to ESA Foundation.
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Barbara Kalm
Parliamentarian
WOW! Here we are looking forward to State Convention. You have all been so good to me.  I've had an easy year as parliamentarian. I.C. Convention was loads of fun, board meetings were meaningful and accomplished much. The Mid-Year meeting was great as was Leadership. Just before the February deadline, you put me to work on bylaw changes. There are proposed bylaw changes published in this issue of the Lamp. Be sure the delegates at Convention from your chapter know how you wish  them to vote. Bylaws are passed by a two-thirds vote of the delegates in attendance at Convention. Make your chapter's votes count. Read your ballots carefully. The instructions on how to MARK your ballot are important. A check is a check, an X is an X. They are not the same. Read first, then mark your ballot as instructed and as your chapter wants to vote. It's just that easy!

Thank you to Sherry for asking me to be her Parliamentarian. She has led us thru a good year and I really do enjoy working thru parliamentary law. It defines us as a group of order, discipline and accomplishment. Thank You All.
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Barbara J. Fry and Karen Rennacker

Audit Committee

The Audit Committee met on Friday, January 15th, 2010.  The books for the Florida Lamp were audited and found to be in order.  

 

Deposits, disbursements and receipts were accounted for and the ending balance is found to be correct.
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Elizabeth McCoy

 Awards Chairman

DANCING YOUR WAY TO THE AWARDS……

I know you have all been dancing your way through this past year (working hard) with the hope of coming home from Convention with an arm load of awards.  Good luck to everyone!

Please read the general instructions at the beginning of the Awards Section of your Yearbook.  Mark your calendars so you know that Award entry forms must be POSTMARKED BY APRIL 10, 2010.  All entries must be signed by the Awards Chairman, Chapter President or other chapter officer.  I recommend that the Awards Chairman ask the Chapter President or another member of the chapter to go over the award entries with her as it is easy to make a mistake or overlook an item.  Remember, candidates for individual awards cannot sign their own entry form.  When this happens the award is disqualified.

Please be sure to send the award confirmation receipt form that is at the end of the Award section in the Yearbook with your awards.

I will look forward to receiving the Outstanding Chapter Trophy that was won last year by Beta Beta, Palm Harbor.  Please remember to bring it with you to Leadership.  

IF YOU ARE SPONSORING AN AWARD PLEASE LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU WILL BE GIVING AND WHEN I CAN EXPECT TO RECEIVE IT.

	PROPOSED BYLAW CHANGES

ARTICLE IX: STANDING COMMITTEES

Section 2  C.

Now Reads. The CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE shall be responsible at convention for the clearing of credentials and issuing of ballots to delegates, based on records of the state Treasurer. The Past President's Auxiliary shall serve as the Credentials Committee and shall designate the chairman.

 

Proposed bylaw change: ADD, after the word COMMITTEE, chaired by the Past President's Auxiliary chairman,

DELETE, and shall designate the chairman.

 

If approved will read:
ARTICLE IX Section 2 C. The CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE, chaired by the Past President's Auxiliary Chairman, shall be responsible at convention for clearing of credentials and issuing of ballots to delegates, based on the records of the state Treasurer. The Past President's Auxiliary shall serve as the Credentials Committee.

 

Reason: To Clarify the duties of the Past President's Chairman. 

__________________________________________________________________________ _______________________________
ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS

Section 3.

Now Reads.  Election of officers No officer may hold the same office for more than two (2) terms, and no member shall hold more than one office at a time.

 

Proposed bylaw change - Add the word elected.

 

If changed, will read:
ARTICLE IV: OFFICERS

Section 3. No officer may hold the same office for more than two (2) consecutive terms, and no member shall hold more than one elected office at a time.

 

Reason: Clarification

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 CHANGE ARTICLE X TO READ: Upon dissolution of the Florida State Council, Epsilon Sigma Alpha, and after having met all financial obligations, the remaining monies and assets will be divided equally among the Florida State Council Projects and the International Council Projects.

 

Reason:  Clarification in case of dissolution.

 _________________________________________________________________________________________________________
RENUMBER ARTICLE X: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY TO XI
 

RENUMBER ARTICLE XI: AMENDING THE BYLAWS TO XII. 

Reason: Housekeeping

	


LX registration form

STATE OFFICER CANDIDATES

	First Vice President/President Elect

Mary Jay Bauer                  Alpha Rho                   11 Year ESA Member

She has served her sorority as:  Chapter President, Vice President, Secretary(2) and Bay Area Council Chairman

On the State Level:  Treasurer (2), 2nd Vice President, Care Coordinator

Mary Jay has attended: 8 State Conventions, 7 Mid Year, 7 Leadership, 0 SERC,0 IC

Awards and other qualifications:  Chapter Woman of the Year, Outstanding Chapter Pledge



	Second Vice President

Robin Allred                    Eta Rho                         14 Year ESA Member

She has served her sorority as:  All Chapter level offices

On the State Level:  Treasurer, Awards Chairman, Circle of Life Director

Robin has attended: 13 State Conventions, 10 Mid Year, 11 Leadership, 1 SERC, 2 IC

Awards and other qualifications:  Distinguished Athenian



	***Candidates For Recording Secretary

*** Nominations will be taken from the floor at Convention

	Treasurer

Mona King                          Lambda Xi                     37 Year ESA Member

She has served her sorority as:  S.C. Chapter President, Treasurer, Philanthropic Director, Fl. Chapter President

On the State Level:  Educational Director

SERC: Budget Committee

Mona has attended: 2 State Conventions, 2 Mid Year, 2 Leadership, 3 SERC,1 IC

Awards and other qualifications:  S.C. Woman of the Year, 4th Degree Pallas Athene



	Educational Director

Kayla Andux                       Eta Rho                         3 Year ESA Member

She has served her sorority as:  Chapter President (2)

On the State Level: Recording Secretary, Long Range Planning Committee, Convention Co-Chair

Kayla has attended: 4 State Conventions, 3 Mid Year, 2 Leadership, 0 SERC,0 IC

Awards and other qualifications:  Outstanding Youth, Miss Enthusiasm, 3rd Place Woman of the Year


	Philanthropic Director

Donna Cornett                          Lambda Xi             20 years ESA Member

She has served her sorority as:  Chapter President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Parliamentarian

On the State Level:  Easter Seals Coordinator, Circle of Life Director, Audit Chairman

Donna has attended 17 State Conventions, 18 Mid Year, 15 Leadership, 0 SERC, 1 IC


	Corresponding Secretary (Information Only)

Toni Bell                                     Beta Theta                   43 Years ESA Member

She has served her sorority as: Chapter President, Vice President, Educational Director, Publicity Chairman, Chapter Photographer, Chaired all Committees

On the State Level: Educational Director (2), Awards Chairman

Toni has attended 25+ State Conventions, Mid Year, Leadership, 0 SERC, 0 IC

Awards and other qualifications:  Miss Enthusiasm (3), Runner up State Woman of the Year, IC Publicity Award, IC Educational Book Award



	Be sure to check the websites for important news and updates:  

www.esaintl.com
&

www.esaflorida.net


Everyone is talking about LX!!!
Celebrate LX for only $99.99!!! That’s right LX, The Florida State Council’s 60th Annual Convention. Hosted by the Bay Area Council Chapters of Epsilon Sigma Alpha! With 60 years of memories to relive, a celebration of memories in the making, and looking into the future memories to be made. Join us May 14-16 2010 at the St. Petersburg Marriott 12600 Roosevelt Blvd. in Clearwater, FL. The registration fee is only $99.00 and the room rate is $99.00 plus tax per night. You can call (727) 572-7800 to make your reservations just be sure to ask for the Epsilon Sigma Alpha rate! 

Your Co-Chairs Paula Kelly and Selma Pringle along with the entire Bay Area Council have put together a weekend that you will never forget. Friday night’s theme is The Past. Each Chapter is asked to bring ONE Scrapbook from your chapters past and a Time Capsule filled with items that represent your chapter from the past. These items will be displayed and presented on Friday night. Saturday’s Awards luncheon theme is present the Present. Saturday night’s theme is Diamonds are forever. This theme sure does represent the twinkle in every ESA member Past, Present, and those of ESA’s Future. Last, Sunday’s theme is The Future. Buckle up as you travel with your sisters into the future of ESA!! Do not wait to make your reservation and send in your registration form!! A copy of the registration form is located on the Florida State website www.esaflorida.net We hope to see you at LX!!! 
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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Florida State Convention Helpful Hints & First Time Convention Goers Information
May 14th thru May 16th, 2010 ~ ‘LX’ – St. Petersburg 

~ Celebrating our 60th Annual State Convention
by Barbara Kellard, Chairman of the Past President’s Auxiliary
The weekend is a meeting and celebration of what Florida ESA members have accomplished during the 2009-2010 year.  You  will want to attend:

Friday, May 14th
1. First Time Convention Goers’ Get-together ~ 5:00pm to 6:00pm.  The ‘where’ information will be at the Registration Desk.  This event is hosted by the Past President’s Auxiliary.  Be sure to RSVP to the PPA Chairman in advance.
2. The Mixer ~ ‘The Past’ ~ you will want to dress like the 1950s, and . . . be prepared for anything!

Saturday, May 15th
1. First General Assembly ~ It is important to be ‘on time’ as the assembly doors are closed during the Opening Ceremony.  Your ESA pin and name tag are a must.  Dress comfortably in meeting attire.  Psych yourself up to sit for a while!  Be prepared for a meeting much like your chapter’s . . . with perhaps a few extras and maybe just a little longer.

2. The Awards Luncheon ~ ‘The Present’ ~ Another fun time!  Cheer and applaud all the winners!  Even if your chapter doesn’t win, think how exciting it is for those who do!  Besides, in ESA there are no losers . . . only winners!

After the Awards luncheon, unless there is unfinished business from the morning session, the rest of the afternoon will be your free time.  If you haven’t visited the Awards and Association of the Arts Room . . . now is the time!  Be sure to cast your ballots for your favorite scrapbook and items in the Association of the Arts.

3.
Installation & Banquet ~ ‘Diamonds are Forever’ ~ This is the time to get gussied up.  Your dress can be either long or short – your choice.  Again, be on time.  The doors are closed during the Installation of Officers.  There will be no talking, smoking or pictures taken during the installation ceremony, but plenty of time afterwards.  After dinner, be ready to cheer for the State Woman of the Year and the Outstanding Chapter!  The rest of the night is yours.

Sunday, May 16th
1. Memorial and Worship Service.  Start the last day of our convention by being in attendance.

2.   Brunch & Second General Assembly ~ ‘The Future’ ~ business or travel attire.  Pinky Barbour, the new State President, will give her acceptance speech.  Pallas Athene and Service Pin awards will be given.  The Scrapbook and Association of the Arts winners will be announced.

Plan your travel time home so you can attend the entire Sunday program.  Everything should be over by noon at the latest.
Things to bring:
Your ESA Pin ~ a must.  Wear it proudly!  You don’t have to wear it Saturday evening.

Money ~ Cash or credit cards are best.  Personal checks are difficult to cash.  There will be raffles.

Camera & Film ~ Capture special moments to add to your ESA memory book.  (Some pictures can also be used later for blackmail!)

Makeup ~ Plenty of cover-up cuz’ . . . the days will be long and the nights will be short!

Deodorant, Aspirin, Visene, Extra Underwear ~ and anything else that will help you get through the weekend.

Snacks ~ Soft drink and other machine items are more expensive in hotels as you probably know.  CAUTION ~ large quantities of food and drink should not be seen coming into the hotel.
When you arrive:
1.
Check into your hotel room and get settled in.

2.
Go to the Convention Registration area as soon as possible.  Be certain all meal function tickets and name tag are in your envelope.

3.
Register for any guests you may have.

4.
Ask for your ballots (or where to get them) for the Scrapbook and Association of the Arts entries.

5.
If you have an entry for the Association of the Arts, get it checked in right away.

Extra Tips:
Travel light.  Leave room in your luggage to take home all the good things you will accumulate at convention . . . and shopping!

Don’t bring any jewelry (or anything else for that matter) you don’t mind leaving in your room.  Unfortunately, things have a way of getting lost!

Be on time for all functions.  Chances are you will be rooming with experienced convention goers.  Don’t be late because she/they want to sleep in.  It’s okay to go off by yourself.  Tell her/them you’ll save a place.  Besides, when people are late arriving, it causes disruption for everyone.

Don’t be impatient!  It takes time for 175 people to get an elevator (no matter how many there are) and longer for 175 women to use the restroom.

Take your convention program with you.  Your program, your meal tickets and your door key become sacred items for two days.  There is ‘no smoking’ in the assembly or meal functions.
And Remember . . .
When you fill in your Registration Form, be sure to mark your food preference for the banquet and any dietary concerns you have.  Send your Registration Form early to avoid a late fee.
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ALPHA BETA - The 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital Radiothon was held at Radio Station WPAP on February 11 and 12, 2010 in Panama City. Alpha Beta sisters Loyce Winkler, Peggy Jacobs, Bonnie Hirst,  Eileen Barrett, Margaret Jencks and Rachael Sparks were busy taking pledges. The amount raised was $41,256.00. Also working the Radiothon February 18 and 19 in Destin were Loyce Winkler, Bonnie Hirst and Eileen Barrett.  The amount raised was $35,628.77.
ALPHA NU –  Our participation in the St. Jude’s Radiothon in partnership with a local radio station was a huge success.  We enjoyed talking with generous donors as well as hearing the heart wrenching stories from St. Jude’s patients.  This is an event we look forward to supporting each year.

We had an educational/social combination day where we enjoyed breakfast at a local restaurant and then went on a tour of the IKEA store in Orlando.  It was a fun day had by all.

Just last week we had the honor of taking our student from Florida School for the Deaf and Blind in St. Augustine out for lunch for her birthday.  After lunch we were treated to a tour of the school.

Our Easter Seals card party is upon us and the community is always very supportive of the fun and worthy cause.

Election of new officers will be here before we know it and the cycle is about to begin again.

 
APLHA RHO – Well, we are winding down another sorority year.  Don’t they seem to go faster all the time?  But we have plenty of fun and fellowship along the way.

In January we enjoyed the company of our Bay Area sisters at the council meeting hosted by those Oh-Oh gals, Omega Omega.  Loved the poem, Margie!  In February, our members participated with WQYK, Tampa, for the annual Radiothon for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital along with Bay Area Council and our long-time pals.  Some of us will be travelling soon to Cocoa Beach for Leadership.

Our educationals continued with President Jan Humphrey’s theme, “Let’s Go Green”, while we learned about “green” cosmetics and toiletries, recycling our everyday trash and composting.  For the chaplain’s thought each month, Gail Satterwhite has shared with us the words of Kermit the Frog – very philosophical, very thought-provoking.

As ESA sisters we never pass up an opportunity to eat.  And when Nettie Rossi told us she wanted to have a tea and use her chocolate fountain she received as a Christmas gift, who could say no?  Nettie put on quite a spread.  Lorena and Annette planned the entertainment, and if you have never played Quelf, you don’t know how much fun a board game can be.  Barbara Kellard has been recovering from hand surgery, but has been able to plan a trip to a local dinner theater to round out the socials.  

Speaking of dinner theaters, the Alpha Rho Players have another one planned for August.  Watch for upcoming notices.  You will want to be there.  Our installation is planned April 4th at the home of Julie Lentz.  Nettie Rossi will be leading us in the upcoming year.

BETA BETA – The Beta Beta sisters have been busy finishing up our educational programs. In keeping with our president’s theme to Bloom Where we are Planted, we attended presentations by Women on the Way, Metropolitan Ministries and Community Pride.  We hosted our annual Unbirthday Party at the Sheriff’s Youth Ranch and will participate in the MS Walk in Largo.  

We continue to sponsor three soldiers overseas with care packages for Hope for Heroes.  One care package was delivered while our soldier was out on patrol and was “shared” by his troop before he returned.  They did save some goodies for him but it just goes to show you how much they appreciate a package from home even if it is not addressed to them.

We had a great time answering the phones at the WQYK St Jude Radiothon on February 18th and 19th.  Kudos to Susan Gahan who chaired the St. Jude Radiothon in Lakeland.
We are now sponsoring two elementary boys at the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind who really enjoyed their Christmas gifts of clothing and art supplies.
Our socials have included trips to Mount Dora for a day filled with food and antiques and to Solomon’s Castle for a day filled with sightseeing and lunch.  We always seem to have time for a good meal.

We are thrilled to welcome Marti Weygant to our chapter as a new pledge.  

We are sorry to have missed Leadership this year but it fell on the weekend of our biggest fundraiser, the Transitions Golf Tournament.  While we were sorry to have missed it, we realize that fundraising is our main goal and our charities will benefit from the proceeds of the golf tournament.    
BETA THETA – Our sisters sent Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas gifts to our special girl at the St. Augustine School for the Deaf and Blind. Our HeadStart party, chaired by Ann Dupee, was a huge success. The children were treated to ice cream, homemade cookies and fruit punch. Each child received a gift bag of books and toys. The big arrival of Minnie Mouse brought sounds of joy as every child received a hug from her and pictures were taken. Jackie Ulch chaired the Christmas individual gift bags for the residents of Leisure Manor.  Jackie Ulch, Janet Hawkin, Pinky Barbour and Rosetta Shobe delivered the bags and sang Christmas Carols with the residents. Beta Theta’s Christmas party for sisters and their husbands was held at Legends Country Club.  The Christmas exchange featured a “Yankee Auction” that traded some hilarious prizes as well as coveted ones. The Gator sweatshirt went around the room several times. New Year’s Eve was spent at the home of President Michelle Delaney.  We brought the New Year in with food, drink and mad cap fun. 

In January, we had a successful Bowl-a-Thon for St. Jude’s.  Following the bowling we had dinner and awards at the Gridiron Grill. Chair Barb Henry awarded Steve Hage and Bonnie McGuire the two top bowling trophies. Terry Moherek received the Top Fund Raiser Award, and Roger’s Rollers were the best team. In February, the Super Bowl party was held at Rosetta and Bob Shobe’s with everyone bringing food. Also in February we decorated a table at the Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors Breakfast.  Toni Bell chaired the event and the table was decorated in honor of Lucy Hage our Mardi Gras Chair.  It was entitled “ I Love Lucy” and featured a red and white polka dot tablecloth and fans made in the image of Lucy Hage.  We won 3rd place out of 7 entries.  We were thrilled. We’ve been working hard on our Mardi Gras Celebration selling tickets, getting sponsors, practicing a dance routine and putting together all the details to make our philanthropic event of the year a spectacular success.

This year, Educational Director Sheri Koszegi has planned wonderful educationals for our meetings.  JoAnn Harman gave a detailed review of our top philanthropic programs and Rosetta Shobe and Ann Dupee gave us a mystifying quiz on our sisters. Debbie Stillman has been busy organizing canned food drives and baby items gifts for different charities.  She also sponsored a new sister for our chapter!

CHI OMEGA – December was a month of activity for our chapter.  President Margaret Lavin hosted our annual Christmas Party on December 10th.  On December 16th we gathered at Becky Schuck's for our Secret Sister reveal with lots of surprise gifts.  On December 20th  we hosted the cookies and cocoa booth for visitors at the Calusa Nature Center which was a fund raiser for the center and their animals.

 

February 2nd found Sharron Thompson getting a knee replacement and Madge Deis had an operation the week before.  Both are mending and will be back in action soon.  Dee Willard also had a fall and broke her shoulder.  Hopefully the rest of the year will be fine.

 

Bayshore Elementary School is to receive our General Mills box tops, Campbell's labels and tabs from aluminum cans we have been gathering.

 

We are looking forward to warmer weather soon.  Our February social will be at "Red Lobster".  We always enjoy our social gatherings and become closer sisters each year.

EPSILON LAMBDA – As I write this, Epsilon Lambda is in the final planning and execution stages for “Celebrate the Times” Leadership 2010 in Cocoa Beach on March 20th.  By the time you receive The Lamp, Leadership will be a pleasant memory.  We hope everyone who attended had a good time and learned something useful.  We know that some great ideas were discussed at the January Board meeting to get ready for Leadership.  Thank you to everyone who attended.

Our annual Sweetheart Social was held at Café Chocolat in Titusville on February 13th.  Five members, three husbands and the mother of a member enjoyed good food and good company.  

On February 24th we had an Educational/Dinner meeting at Elevations Café in Titusville.  Elevations is one the fund raising parts of the Air Mobile Ministries.  Air Mobile Ministries has been providing relief help to disaster areas since 1978.  Since 2005 their main focus has been manufacturing and delivering the Vortex Voyager, a water purifying system that is battery powered.  One unit is capable of producing enough pure water to keep 500 people per day alive and healthy for years.  Air Mobile Ministries personnel arrived in Haiti just 15 hours after the initial earthquake in January with units and replacement parts for units already in place.  It was exciting to see the work being done by a local group.

Our installation of officers for 2010-2011 will be in early April.  We are looking forward to Convention in May.

ETA RHO – Eta Rho has been busy and it has paid off!! We were honored to have President Sherry, and PPA members Rhonda Coy and Rockie Haynes along with 22 other attendee’s at our purse exchange RUSH in February and have gained 5 potential pledges for the upcoming year!! Our softball team is doing great and Eta Rho has been given props for the best cheering section at the games! We are looking forward to leadership and state convention in May. Eta Rho is very excited to see what made up the “past” on Friday night at LX and even more excited about the future of ESA.

GAMMA RHO – Fun valentine gifts were exchanged. We are proud to announce that Angela Swope, our Vice President, and Jo Schweinfurth, our Corresponding Secretary, won a blue ribbon in the 60th Annual Strolling Flower Show put on by Periwinkle Garden Club. The show is a sponsored event of the Edison Festival of Light. Marti, Dee, Donna, Betty and Myra worked the Edison Festival of Light Junior King and Queen Preview. Afterwards we went to lunch in downtown Fort Myers and watched the Children's Parade. Our Southern Living at Home consultant, Kelly Boone, joined us for lunch. Diane Maddox's grandson, Clayton Erickson, was chosen the 2010 Junior King of Edisonia. Congratulations to Maddox and Erickson family. Dee, Angela, David, Char, Dick and friends, Gladys, Myra, Melanie, Jo, and Donna worked the Festival Crafts on the River Show. On Thursday, February 25th, Dee, Melanie, Marti and Betty had lunch at Denny's on Daniels Parkway in support of Footsteps to the Future, who received 20% of Denny's proceeds from February 14th to February 28th.
Marti hosted our March meeting. Diane prepared our program, “It's The Berries....Gooseberries”. The Nominating Committee reported the following: President-Charlotte Williams; Vice President-Jo Schweinfurth; Recording Secretary-Marti Johnson; Corresponding Secretary-Melanie McMahan; Treasurer-Betty Sanders; and Parliamentarian-Dee Ammons. We voted how we would distribute our philanthropic funds. Melanie and Betty made tea sandwiches for an open house at the Tender Loving Care Home for Children. Four of us Betty, Melanie, Marti and Marilyn attended the Open House.
Melanie, Betty, Diane and Dodie attended Beta Omega's Old Bag Auction on March 8th.  A good time was had by all.

Don't forget to wear RED on Friday in support of our troops everywhere.

LAMBDA XI – Many of us are planning to attend the Leadership Seminar and look forward to seeing everyone.  Our members have been volunteering for the Jacksonville Humane Society and the Betty Griffin House Store (St John’s County shelter for abused women).  One of our members donated money for Haiti relief, to a memorial bench for Tree Hill, and donated supplies to a classroom.   We are continuing our Educational meetings on the solar system.  We have also been busy preparing for a garage sale on March 27 to benefit St Jude’s.  

 

NU ALPHA - We are so excited about our very successful Olde Bags Luncheon held Feb. 6 at Cocoa Beach Country Club, to benefit Florida School of the Deaf and Blind.  Silent Auction, Raffles, and ticket sales netted our largest profit yet. A great time was had by all.  Our Chapter sponsors a child at the school, and in December, a few members travelled to St. Augustine to visit the Florida School for the Deaf and Blind and were treated to a tour of the facilities.  We got to meet our sponsored young man who is now 14.  It makes it all that more meaningful when you can see where the fruits of your hard work are applied.  While in St. Augustine, we also fit in some shopping and got to see the Christmas parade.

 

We also attended a Holiday Open House at Country Acres Children's Home in Titusville, and presented them with our money raised at a Premier Designs Jewelry Show.

 

Our Educational program's theme is "Lighting the Way.  We've had 8 interesting presentations so far: including lighthouses, naturally illuminated bugs and sea life, to the reflector bumps on the road we see lighting our way at night.

 

This month we'll be collecting Help for Haiti.  items and care packages for injured and homeless children will go directly to a Navy nurse on the hospital ship USNS Comfort.

 

We're looking forward to attending Leadership in Cocoa Beach!

RHO CHI - We have been very busy as usual. We had a great time answering the phones mailing shirts out and supervising (see the picture of Sherry and Rhonda) at the WQYK St Jude Radiothon on February 18th and 19th. Sherry, Kayla and Rockie all did a great job once again chairing the event. We always come away with such a wonderful feeling after talking to all of the wonderful people who called in to donate for the kids at St Jude!!! Thanks to everyone who helped and all of the sponsors and people who fed us both days. 
We then relaxed at Tampa Bay Downs racetrack on February 28th  where a great time was had by all who attended. There were some winning tickets but most of our tickets were not among them. We did however enjoy the sunshine, being together and watching the horses run. 
We are looking forward to Leadership in Cocoa Beach and hope to see everyone there. We are helping our Bay Area Sisters with our upcoming state convention in May which is going to be a lot of fun and again we hope to see everyone there. Until then, please take care and stay healthy.
	NEXT JONQUIL DEADLINE - July 15, 2010

NEXT LAMP DEADLINE - June 10, 2010
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