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BANK ASYA INTRODUCED NEW CARD FAMILY FOR WORLD’S FIRST EMV-CONTACTLESS PRE-PAID BANK CARD

Bank Asya has introduced a new card family, under “DIT Pratik” brand with added features up on the earlier versions. The pre-paid card named DIT Pratik existed in the Turkish market for almost a year in several cities where Bank Asya Transportation program has been launched. Together with the recent national announcement, DIT Pratik can be obtained across Turkey through bank branches and authorized merchants.

At the press conference dated November 20, 2009, Ünal Kabaca, President and CEO of Bank Asya, introduced the new card family under DIT Pratik brand. Mr. Kabaca stated that Bank Asya is following its vision of “being the leading bank” in contactless payment systems and would continue to invest in high technology.

DIT Pratik is the first pre-authorized card in the world with its unique features. There are 4 sub-brands under DIT Pratik: Core product with the same name, Harclik (Allowance Card for teenagers), Kampus (School Card), and Hediye (Gift Card). Core product can either be an anonymous card with no name on it, or a typical bank card with owner’s name printed. 

Anyone can obtain a DIT Pratik Card via instant issuing system in any Bank Asya branch, without opening a bank account. For purchases of less than 35TL (23 USD equivalent), cardholders can make a contactless transaction, without signing a slip or entering a pin code, at any contactless transaction point. When using a pin, there is no limit in the amount of purchase other than the credit loaded on the card. When the balance runs out, cardholders can easily reload them again at any Bank Asya branch, ATM, or approved merchants. With DIT Pratik, the customer may earn reward points every time when they use it and load it up. 

Main advantages of DIT Pratik family of cards can be listed as following :

· More secure than carrying cash

· No need for coins and no need for a bank account

· Can be linked to a bank account at any time

· May be used as a debit card on top of contactless prepaid card features.

DIT Pratik is an important milestone in Bank Asya’s city card vision. Bank Asya had started the project in 2006 in order to create a complete city card solution by using EMV contactless technologies, and the target of the project was customers’ carrying only one card to use in different aspects of city life such as shopping, transportation, tollway payments, etc.

The first step of the project was DIT Credit Card and the result was an amazing success story. In a small period of time, Bank Asya became one of the leaders in EMV contactless payment world in Europe. As a result of this successful project, Bank Asya reached nearly 500.000 DIT cards, and the project has been crowned with international awards:

- Cards and Payments 2008 winner ("Best New Credit Card Product Launch")

- Visa Europe Member Awards 2008 winner ("Best Cash Displacement Initiative")

- Oscards 2008 Finalist

Next phase of the project is planned as integrating vertical applications on both DIT Credit Card and DIT Pratik. Both DIT Credit Card and DIT Pratik can identify and utilize cardholder information based on the data encoded in its chip. This means it can be used as a discount card, a monthly season ticket for public transportation, or a student identification card in agreed universities. 
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