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Reply-To:     MikeRav@ix.netcom.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Ravnitzky <MikeRav@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      International Technical Conference:  Safety & Protective Fabrics
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International Technical Conference on Safety and Protective Fabrics,

Clothing and Products

I am assisting in the advance preparation for an International Technical

Conference on Safety and Protective Fabrics, Clothing and Products, to

be put on by the Industrial Fabrics Association International.  The

deadline for abstracts will May 31, 1997.  The scope of the conference,

scheduled for April 29 through May 1, 1998 at the Baltimore Omni Inner

Harbor Hotel, Baltimore, Maryland, will include:

Ballistic Protection          Biological Protection

Chemical Protection           Electrical Protection

Mechanical Protection         Particulate Protection

Pressure Protection           Radiation Protection

Thermal Protection            Miscellanous Protection

1)  Can you suggest any magazines, newsletters, publications or

organizations in your area or industry who may have a mailing list or

part of a mailing list that they can rent to IFAI, to enable IFAI to

send out the Call for Papers to a wider audience.  If so, please fax us

a note at IFAI at Fax Number [+] 612-222-8215.  Thanks.

2)  Are you or any of your colleagues interested in receiving a free

copy of the Call for Papers and the Conference Brochure when those items

are published?  If so, send a fax with the name(s) and address(es) to

Ms. Kristin Hoffman, IFAI, Fax: [+] 612-222-8215.

Thank you very much for your help.

Michael Ravnitzky

MikeRav@ix.netcom.com
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Reply-To:     MikeRav@ix.netcom.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Ravnitzky <MikeRav@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Clarification
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Clarification:  the technical conference will cover Safety & Protective

Clothing, Garments and other barriers and textile products.

Michael Ravnitzky

MikeRav@ix.netcom.com
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Date:         Thu, 2 Jan 1997 08:20:00 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Rozak, Jeff E. AP" <Rozakje@PRDAPP01.PRDAP.MSMAIL.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Polio Usage - Follow-up

Regarding usage of the "wild polio" strain, one should assure that all

individuals

coming into any contact with the virus have a demonstrated/documented

protective

titer.  This should be for all 3 poliovirus types.  Not all personnel

vaccinated at birth will

demonstrate a protective titer.  Revaccinations were given and at least one

person

failed.   Transgenic mice if experimentally infected could be a potential

source of  infection.

Jeffry Rozak

Abbott Laboratories
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Date:         Fri, 3 Jan 1997 09:58:56 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Claudia Mickelson <claudiam@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Clarification re drosphila & parasites
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I just wanted to clarify an earlier note about drosphila and various

parasites.  My repy read as if the presence of the drosphila might be a

problem because they might serve as a vector for the parasites.  I should

have been more clear in the answer,  they present a "bug "problem in the

building and should be controled but the parasites in question do not use

drosphila as an intermediate developmental vector.  Depending on the species

of trypanosma different species of fly are involved in development and

transmission.  Sorry for the confusion.

Claudia Mickelson

Biosafety Officer ,MIT
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Date:         Fri, 3 Jan 1997 11:48:06 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barry Cohen <bdcohen@TIAC.NET>

Subject:      More Potentially Contaminated Material
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I have a copy of e-mail messages from the FDA highlighting potentially

contaminated (CJD) albumin and paste fractions.

Is this new news, old news, no news, an extension of the transferrin problem?

Please let the list know what others are hearing.

Barry

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Barry David Cohen

Site Manager, Safety & Environmental Compliance

Genzyme Corporation

500 Soldiers Field Road

Allston, MA 02134

Voice:    (617) 562-4507

FAX        (617) 562-4510

e-mail:   bdcohen@tiac.net

http://www.genzyme.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Date:         Fri, 3 Jan 1997 14:37:20 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lindsey Kayman <kayman@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      Re: More Potentially Contaminated Material
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I found the FDA's  WWW address which lists all of these potentially

contaminated materials.  It is httP://www.fda.gov/cber/recalls.htm

At 11:48 AM 1/3/97 -0500, Barry Cohen wrote:

>I have a copy of e-mail messages from the FDA highlighting potentially

>contaminated (CJD) albumin and paste fractions.

>

>Is this new news, old news, no news, an extension of the transferrin problem?

>

>Please let the list know what others are hearing.

>

>Barry

>

>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>Barry David Cohen

>Site Manager, Safety & Environmental Compliance

>Genzyme Corporation

>500 Soldiers Field Road

>Allston, MA 02134

>Voice:    (617) 562-4507

>FAX        (617) 562-4510

>e-mail:   bdcohen@tiac.net

>http://www.genzyme.com

>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>

>
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Date:         Tue, 31 Dec 1996 16:44:22 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: More Potentially Contaminated Material

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>I found the FDA's  WWW address which lists all of these potentially

>contaminated materials.  It is httP://www.fda.gov/cber/recalls.htm

>

Thanks Lindsey;

We put the documents on the ABSA website:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/info/new.htm

Stefan
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Date:         Mon, 6 Jan 1997 13:41:33 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      More CJD--FYI
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From the 3 January 1997 _Science_, page 17 or

http://www.sciencemag.org/science/content/current/s-scope.shtml

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Neurologists See Risk In Unlabeled Reagent

Researchers in two neurology labs were surprised to learn last month that a

reagent they were using--known as N-2--may

have been derived from the blood of someone who died of Creutzfeldt-Jakob

disease (CJD), a fatal nerve disorder that can be

transmitted by direct contact with infected tissue. While many agree that

the risk of transmission through lab materials is

vanishingly small, the scientists remain concerned and say the reagent

should have carried a warning label.

Neurologists at the Harvard-affiliated Children's Hospital in Boston, who

asked not to be named, say they heard "through the

grapevine" that the batch of N-2 they were using was possibly contaminated

with the CJD agent. The researchers were

particularly upset when they checked the N-2 labels and saw no mention of

its human derivation. Since then, some scientists

have contacted the manufacturer--Life Technologies of Grand Island, New

York--and received replacement batches of N-2.

But Life Technologies has not put out a warning note. In a faxed response

to Science's questions, official Keith Gittermann

explained that the company was told by its supplier, the Bayer Corp., that

the American Red Cross has withdrawn several lots

of a blood product used to make N-2 because a blood donor was later

diagnosed with CJD. But "outside experts," Gittermann

says, have determined that the risk to lab workers is negligible;

therefore, the company "has not recalled any lots of product."

This decision appears in line with an advisory put out by the Food and Drug

Administration on 11 December. It says materials

derived from possible CJD patients need not be quarantined or destroyed if

they are "intended for further manufacturing into

noninjectable products." However, FDA does say that such products should be

labeled "biohazard."

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

[I couldn't find the 12/11 FDA advisory on-line--does anyone have a

citation or a copy?]

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Mon, 6 Jan 1997 14:51:18 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: More CJD--FYI
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I found the FDA advisory at "ftp://ftp.fda.gov/CBER/bld_mem/mem121196.txt"

>This decision appears in line with an advisory put out by the Food and Drug

>Administration on 11 December. It says materials

>derived from possible CJD patients need not be quarantined or destroyed if

>they are "intended for further manufacturing into

>noninjectable products." However, FDA does say that such products should be

>labeled "biohazard."

>-----------------------------------------------------------------------

>

>[I couldn't find the 12/11 FDA advisory on-line--does anyone have a

>citation or a copy?]

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Mon, 6 Jan 1997 15:48:00 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      Listeria monocytogenes

I have a colleague interested in having some questions answered on Listeria

monocytogenes.  A researcher in his facility has brought in the organism to

produce a particular antigen.  They are chemical company, but do have

equipment available for BSL II work.  Questions:

Is level 2 appropriate for growing a liter quantity of this bug?

What routes of exposure should researchers be concerned about?

Appropriate disinfection procedures?  is anything other than 10% bleach or

2% amphyl needed?

Any other peculiar biosafety concerns for these folks?

If they normally use their BSCs for tissue culture, would you recommend a

decontamination (paraformaldehyde) of the hood following growth and

manipulation of this organism?

Please direct responses to:

Joe Skovron

EH&S Officer

CTI

jskovron@ctiseattle.com

206-270-8456

Thanks!   Sarah Wolz, PathoGenesis Corp.
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Date:         Tue, 7 Jan 1997 09:51:42 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Listeria monocytogenes

Hello Joe.

Listeria monocytogenes does have some "peculiar" properties -- ability  to

grow in refrigerated foods, for example, which makes it an efficient food

borne pathogen; and it is an important pathogen during pregnancy.  Informed

consent could include the equivalent of an MSDS on its properties; I can

recommend the MSDS from the Canadian Biosafety office or the information in

Benenson's `Control of Communicable Diseases Manual'(an Am Pub Health Assoc.

publication); I have copies if you need them.  I have had researchers at

Biosafety level 2 grow liter cultures of L. monocytogenes without a problem;

I am just advising informing them fully so that they will follow the

precautions.
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Date:         Tue, 7 Jan 1997 10:33:00 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      Re: Listeria monocytogenes

Speaking for Joe (as his electronic mouthpiece), the documents you mention

would be very interesting.  Could you please reply with your name and/or

phone number,  email, etc. to :

jskovron@ctiseattle.com

Thanks!

----------

From: A Biosafety Discussion List

To: Multiple recipients of list BIOSAFTY

Subject: Re: Listeria monocytogenes

Date: Tuesday, January 07, 1997 9:51AM

Hello Joe.

Listeria monocytogenes does have some "peculiar" properties -- ability  to

grow in refrigerated foods, for example, which makes it an efficient food

borne pathogen; and it is an important pathogen during pregnancy.  Informed

consent could include the equivalent of an MSDS on its properties; I can

recommend the MSDS from the Canadian Biosafety office or the information in

Benenson's `Control of Communicable Diseases Manual'(an Am Pub Health Assoc.

publication); I have copies if you need them.  I have had researchers at

Biosafety level 2 grow liter cultures of L. monocytogenes without a problem;

I am just advising informing them fully so that they will follow the

precautions.
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Date:         Tue, 7 Jan 1997 14:05:12 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robert Casparius <Robert_Casparius_Jr@BROWN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Clarification re drosphila & parasites

In-Reply-To:  <9701031458.AA15068@MIT.MIT.EDU>
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Hi,

Thank you for your help.

Bob

Robert E Casparius

Radiation and Biological Safety Officer

Brown University

Office of Risk Management

Box 1914

164 Angell Street

Providence, RI 02912
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Date:         Wed, 8 Jan 1997 15:29:33 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Rich Senn <rasenn@AGRACETUS.COM>

Subject:      Institutional Biosafety Committees
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We are setting up a new Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) that will

focus on issues related to plant biotechnology research, development and

commercialization.  I would like to know what types of background other

companies or institutions have found to be the most useful for those who

serve the role of community members on the IBC.
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Date:         Wed, 8 Jan 1997 16:58:20 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Rosenberg <stuart@SCRIPPS.EDU>

Subject:      Training Video
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Happy and Healthy 1997 to all:

I am trying to locate a good video or videos which can be used as an adjunct

to our biosafety training program(s).  Any and all help would be greatly

appreciated, my preferences would be that the video(s) be of this era, in

english and that the topics covered be limited or strongly focused toward/on

biosafety issues.

Thanks in advance

sdr

Stuart D. Rosenberg

Environmental Health and Safety

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, California 92037

Phone   (619)784-8240

Fax     (619)784-8490
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Date:         Wed, 8 Jan 1997 21:23:28 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Training Video

Try the "Free" Videos from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute entitled "

Safety in the Research Lab". Great quality for the price! They also offered a

video entitled "Practicing Safe Science" that covered many issues related to

safety. Covers bio-, chemical, and radiation safety.

Call 301-215-8826

Ed Krisiunas
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Date:         Thu, 9 Jan 1997 09:04:00 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Training Video
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I second Ed's vote for the HHMI videos, but I also suggest requesting

their, "Controlling Your Risks:  HIV in the Research Laboratory".  Even if

your researchers are not working with HIV, the video provides a good

example for handling infectious materials in a research lab.

LouAnn Burnett

Biological Safety Section

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

At 09:23 PM 1/8/97 -0500, Ed Krisiunas wrote:

>Try the "Free" Videos from the Howard Hughes Medical Institute entitled "

>Safety in the Research Lab". Great quality for the price! They also offered a

>video entitled "Practicing Safe Science" that covered many issues related to

>safety. Covers bio-, chemical, and radiation safety.

>

>Call 301-215-8826

>

>Ed Krisiunas

>
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Date:         Thu, 9 Jan 1997 11:06:44 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Melissa A Nellis (Melissa Nellis)" <nelli001@MAROON.TC.UMN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Training Video
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The University of Minnesota Department of Environmental Health and Safety

has produced a short (13 min) video entitled "Sharps Safety in the Research

Laboratory" (1995).  The video emphasizes the importance of proper use and

disposal of sharps in order to prevent accidents to yourself, your

coworkers, and others down the line (waste handlers).  The video is

available at cost ($20) by sending a check payable to the University of

Minnesota to me at the address below.

>I am trying to locate a good video or videos which can be used as an adjunct

>to our biosafety training program(s).  Any and all help would be greatly

>appreciated, my preferences would be that the video(s) be of this era, in

>english and that the topics covered be limited or strongly focused toward/on

>biosafety issues.

>

>Thanks in advance

>sdr

>Stuart D. Rosenberg

Melissa A. Nellis, MPH            Phone:(612)626-5892

University of Minnesota           FAX:  (612)624-1949

Environmental Health and Safety

Boynton Health Service W-140

410 Church St. SE

Minneapolis, Minnesota 55455      nelli001@maroon.tc.umn.edu
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Date:         Thu, 9 Jan 1997 14:10:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA on the web
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The ABSA home page at:

http://www.absa.org

has undergone its first major revision. We hope the page and the

information is useful to all of you. The ABSA Communication Committee will

continue to provide you with current information on ABSA and biosafety.

Please visit the page at:

http://www.absa.org

and sign the new online Guestbook." Any comments and suggestions are

greatly appreciated.

Stefan Wagener

(stefan@msu.edu)

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 9 Jan 1997 17:05:01 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Joseph KANABROCKI <Joseph.Kanabrocki@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety Position

     Position Title:     ASSISTANT RESEARCHER/

     ASSISTANT BIOLOGICAL SAFETY OFFICER

     University of Wisconsin-Madison

     PVL #26918

     Duties:   This is a full time position in the Office of Biological

     Safety, Safety Department, Division of Facilities Planning and

     Management at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. This position has

     four primary responsibilities. The first is to be the initial reviewer

     of research proposals submitted to the Institutional Biological Safety

     Committee (IBC) and to conduct risk assessments of the proposed

     research and its residuals.  Included for review are proposals

     employing either (a) potentially infectious microorganisms in either

     in vivo or in vitro investigations or (b) recombinant DNA molecules.

     The second responsibility is to assist in maintaining current data

     regarding the above referenced investigations. The third

     responsibility is to conduct biosafety-related didactic research. The

     fourth responsibility is to develop and present courses and seminars

     for faculty and research staff in biosafety-related areas.

     NOTE: For a more complete Position Description, call

     608.263.2037.

     Accountability:     This position reports to the Director, Office of

     Biological Safety (OBS) and has adjunct responsibility to provide

     consultative and administrative support to the UW-Madison

     Institutional Biological Safety Committee (IBC), a faculty committee

     appointed to fulfill a National Institutes of Health (NIH) mandate for

     institutions receiving NIH funding. This position will participate in

     a biosafety group effort to gather information, analyze data and

     propose solutions.

     Education:     Advanced degree (preferably Ph.D.) in microbiology,

     molecular biology, biochemistry, virology, infectious diseases or

     related field.

     Experience:    Independent research experience, preferable employing

     molecular biology techniques and/or involving potentially infectious

     microbial agents.  Experience with biosafety-related issues preferred.

     Full time salary minimum:   $23,700

     Appointment:   Academic Staff (Category B), fixed term with

     possibility of renewal.

     Application deadline to insure consideration: 24 January 1997

     Interested applicants should submit a Curriculum Vita, a letter

     expressing interest and names/addresses/phone numbers of three

     references to:

     Contact Person:     Dr. Joseph Kanabrocki

     Director, Office of Biological Safety UW-Madison Safety Department

     30 North Murray Street

     Madison, WI  53715

     608.263.2037

     Unless confidentiality is requested in writing, information regarding

     the applicants must be released upon request.  Finalists cannot be

     guaranteed confidentiality.

     The University of Wisconsin-Madison is an Equal Opportunity and

     Affirmative Action Employer.
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Date:         Tue, 14 Jan 1997 09:12:42 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Rolin Geronsin <Rolin.Geronsin@AMGEN.COM>

Subject:      Training

Mime-Version: 1.0
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I am relatively new to the Biosafety Field and am looking for a Biosafety

Program training course or seminar.  Does anyone know of a good training

program that covers the basics of Biosafety Program Management?  Thanks in

advance for your help.  If you have any information you may e-mail me at

roling@amgen.com

Thanks.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 14 Jan 1997 12:00:00 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      PAPR respirators for BL3

Our BL3 group, who work primarily with M.tb and M.bovis, are interested in

purchasing a few more powered air-purifying HEPA respirators.  We use them

to respond to incidents, and for employees who don't pass the  fit tests for

N-95 disposable respirators.  We currently have a couple of MSA PAPRs with

HEPA cartridges and flexible hoods.  Do any of you recommend any other

types?  Something a bit lighter?  I've heard of certain units referred to as

"TB respirators", but don't know any more about them.  I'd appreciate any

information or opinions.  If you'd like to respond to me directly, I will

summarize results of my query to the list.  Thanks!

Sarah Wolz

PathoGenesis Corp.

206-467-8100x3366

swolz@path.path.com
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Date:         Wed, 15 Jan 1997 08:44:31 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: PAPR respirators for BL3

Mime-Version: 1.0
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At 12:00 PM 1/14/97 -0800, Sarah wrote:

>Our BL3 group, who work primarily with M.tb and M.bovis, are interested in

>purchasing a few more powered air-purifying HEPA respirators.  We use them

>to respond to incidents, and for employees who don't pass the  fit tests for

> N-95 disposable respirators.  We currently have a couple of MSA PAPRs with

>HEPA cartridges and flexible hoods.  Do any of you recommend any other

>types?  Something a bit lighter?  I've heard of certain units referred to as

>"TB respirators", but don't know any more about them.  I'd appreciate any

>information or opinions.  If you'd like to respond to me directly, I will

>summarize results of my query to the list.  Thanks!

>

>Sarah Wolz

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>206-467-8100x3366

>swolz@path.path.com

>

>

Sarah:

We use Racal Breathe-Easy 12 PAPRs.  They are probably not very different

from the MSA.  In terms of disposable respirators have you tried the Tecnol

PFR95 and the Racal Delta N95.  We have fit-tested many people with the

Tecnol and found only one that could not use that type of respirator.

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director,

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

The Rockefeller University

1230 York Avenue

New Yorkn NY 10021-6399

phone: (212) 327-8324

fax: (212) 327-8340

email: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Jan 1997 12:51:00 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      Re: PAPR respirators for BL3

Tecnol is what we use for most people, most purposes.  Even our bearded

employees have passed the fit test with the Tecnol (goatees, however--thank

goodness that's the style!).  The only person who has repeatedly failed the

fit test is...ME!  I have no beard and thought I had a fairly unremarkable

face....perhaps I am just acutely sensitive to saccharin.

I'm primarily interested in info & opinions people have about various

providers of PAPRs.  We don't use them much, but want to buy a few more and

want the best & lightest we can find.  So I appreciate the info about the

Raccal brand.

Thanks--Sarah

----------

From: A Biosafety Discussion List

To: Multiple recipients of list BIOSAFTY

Subject: Re: PAPR respirators for BL3

Date: Wednesday, January 15, 1997 8:44AM

At 12:00 PM 1/14/97 -0800, Sarah wrote:

>Our BL3 group, who work primarily with M.tb and M.bovis, are interested in

>purchasing a few more powered air-purifying HEPA respirators.  We use them

>to respond to incidents, and for employees who don't pass the  fit tests

for

> N-95 disposable respirators.  We currently have a couple of MSA PAPRs with

>HEPA cartridges and flexible hoods.  Do any of you recommend any other

>types?  Something a bit lighter?  I've heard of certain units referred to

as

>"TB respirators", but don't know any more about them.  I'd appreciate any

>information or opinions.  If you'd like to respond to me directly, I will

>summarize results of my query to the list.  Thanks!

>

>Sarah Wolz

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>206-467-8100x3366

>swolz@path.path.com

>

>

Sarah:

We use Racal Breathe-Easy 12 PAPRs.  They are probably not very different

from the MSA.  In terms of disposable respirators have you tried the Tecnol

PFR95 and the Racal Delta N95.  We have fit-tested many people with the

Tecnol and found only one that could not use that type of respirator.

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director,

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

The Rockefeller University

1230 York Avenue

New Yorkn NY 10021-6399

phone: (212) 327-8324

fax: (212) 327-8340

email: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Jan 1997 08:21:28 MST-0700

Reply-To:     therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      Clean Rooms

As a rookie, when it comes to clean room construction and function, I

have a few questions.

We are planning construction of a clean room facility, square foot as

yet undetermined.  However our designers are at the conceptual stage

and they need info on costs per square foot for construction.  Also

they are talking about a Class 10000 lab.  This is a term I am

unfamiliar with, but guess it refers to cfm of clean air entering the

area.  Can someone with experience in this area please enlighten me?

Eventually the PIs want to be able to do bone marrow transplants with

material grown up in a bioreactor in this area.  I was trying to

search for more info on GMP on the FDA websites but came up rather

empty handed.  Any suggestions for references would be greatly

appreciated.

thanks in advance

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver CO  80262

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Jan 1997 09:01:28 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Clean Rooms

In-Reply-To:  <3275CC80FC3@Tower.UCHSC.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

I would try looking at this site.  This is the proceedings from an FDA

conference July 1996 on Gene Therapy.

We found it helpful and I also talked with Jay ELtermann at FDA about some

of these issues.   You can find his phone number in the information.

Biosafety containment is somewhat new concept to FDA so keep that in mind.

They like sterile products and then we are adding viable vectors.

Class of air has to do with the amount of particulates in the air.  For

example the air within a biological safety cabinet meets the spec for

Class 100.  The lower the number the clean the air is.

http://www.fda.gov//cber/proceedings.htm

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Jan 1997 10:27:55 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Rolin Geronsin <Rolin.Geronsin@AMGEN.COM>

Subject:      Biosafety Training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; Name="Message Body"

Hello again and thanks to all of you who responded to my last plea for

assistance.

My new request is also for training.  This time I am looing for training

materials which may be used as an in-house training program for our

researchers.  Does anyone know of a commercially available Laboratory Biosafety

training program (slides, video, hard copy, etc.), or even someone's in-house

program that they are willing to sell?

Again thanks in advance for your help.

You may contact me at:  Roling@amgen.com.

Thanks,

Rolin Geronsin

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 17 Jan 1997 09:42:27 -1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Peter Le Blanc Smith <pmlbs@AAHL.DAH.CSIRO.AU>

Subject:      Re: Biosafety Training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 10:27 AM 1/16/97 -0800, you wrote:

>Hello again and thanks to all of you who responded to my last plea for

> assistance.

>

>My new request is also for training.  This time I am looing for training

> materials which may be used as an in-house training program for our

> researchers.  Does anyone know of a commercially available Laboratory

Biosafety

> training program (slides, video, hard copy, etc.), or even someone's in-house

> program that they are willing to sell?

>

>Again thanks in advance for your help.

>

>You may contact me at:  Roling@amgen.com.

>

>Thanks,

>Rolin Geronsin

>

CSIRO Publishing - VIDEOS

The Class II Bio-Safety Cabinet Series

        1.Introduction to Bio-Safety Cabinets           1987 11 minutes $45

        2.Using the Class II Bio-Safety Cabinet         1987 17 minutes $45

        3.Class II Bio-Safety Decontamination           1987 10 minutes $45

        4.Testing the Class II Bio-Safety Cabinet       1987 14 minutes $45

               Address

               CSIRO Publishing

               150 Oxford Street (PO Box 1139)

               Collingwood Victoria 3066 Australia

               Telephone

               General +(61 3) 9662 7500

               Orders +(61 3) 9662 7666

               Fax +(61 3) 9662 7555

               Email info@publish.csiro.au

               URL http://www.publish.csiro.au

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter Le Blanc Smith                            pmlbs@aahl.dah.csiro.au

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory             Ph:  (03)  5227 5000

Private Mail Bag 24                             Int: +61 3 5227 5000

Geelong Vic 3213                                Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Australia                                       Int: +61 3 5227 5555

-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Thu, 16 Jan 1997 15:20:41 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Judy M. Pointer/MDACC"

              <Judy_M._Pointer/MDACC%MDACC@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Clean Rooms

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain

Therese, I just found a good web site that summarizes all the regs and design

criteria on lab and patient isolation rooms.

It is Phoenix Controls Corporation homepage at

www.phoenixcontrols.com/phxctrls/destips.htm

I just scanned the text briefly, but they talk about Class 10000 rooms (I think

this means there is only 1 or less particles of 0.3 u dia. detected per 10,000

cfm of air by DOP?!?? - please, anyone correct me, if I have this wrong).  They

quote OSHA, ANSI, etc.   I'm sure that's what you need.  Even though you are

discussing a biologic production/handling facility the basic design criteria

should be the same or at least very similar.

But, I have also read some info in 21 CFR, [FDA stuff] the parts covering cGMP

(part 211, I think) and the parts starting at section 600 to ~ 690 that cover

biological products production facilities/procedures, that also may be

relevant.  They talk about filtered positive pressure air supplies along with

other design features needed in biologic products production facilities.  If

you need the address for CFR searches on the Web, call me and I'll look it up

in my bookmarks.  Also, there are a lot of videos, tapes, courses, etc. in GMP

design and contruction, for a price.

Hope this helps.  Have a good day!

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 17 Jan 1997 09:32:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kelly Hamilton Cotiaux <cotiaux@BAKERCO.COM>

Subject:      Re: Clean Rooms

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A great source that we have found for Clean Rooms and Clean Room information

is Dan Millholland from the company BioCon.  He is an author of the last 209

standard update, and since he is located in NC, he has a lot of knowledge

about CleanRooms for Pharmaceutical Processing, although I'm pretty sure he

could help you out, too.    His email address is :

Biocon_dmillholland@msn.com   His phone number is 919-781-9777.   I'm

sending this to the list, since it seems that every once in a while these

types of questions come up.   Hope this works out for all.  kc

>I would try looking at this site.  This is the proceedings from an FDA

>conference July 1996 on Gene Therapy.

>

>We found it helpful and I also talked with Jay ELtermann at FDA about some

>of these issues.   You can find his phone number in the information.

>

>Biosafety containment is somewhat new concept to FDA so keep that in mind.

>They like sterile products and then we are adding viable vectors.

>

>Class of air has to do with the amount of particulates in the air.  For

>example the air within a biological safety cabinet meets the spec for

>Class 100.  The lower the number the clean the air is.

>

> http://www.fda.gov//cber/proceedings.htm

>

>

>______________________________________________________________________________

>

>Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

>Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

>Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

>biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

>(206)543-7278-voice mail

>(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

>(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

>

>
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Date:         Fri, 17 Jan 1997 09:45:40 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlov@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Organization: Johns Hopkins Institutions

Subject:      Re: Biosafety Training

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=big5

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The Eagleson Institute, Sanford Maine has a series of video tapes on

safe use of biological safety cabinets which are very good.  Howard

Hughes, Bethesda, Md. also has a very good laboratory safety video.

There are also a number of organizations which have laboratory safety

manuals which are available on the web.

Joe Kozlovac

Associate Biological Safety Officer

Johns Hopkins Institutions

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 17 Jan 1997 15:50:57 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lisa Johnson <johnsonl@ODRGE.ODR.GEORGETOWN.EDU>

Subject:      IACUC/IBC questions

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>In an attempt to coordinate efforts between the Institutional Animal Care &

>Use (IACUC) and Institutional Biosafety (IBC) Committees, we would greatly

>appreciate input from other institutions regarding the roles of their

>equivalent committees.

>

>Please reply privately.  This message has been posted on both the Safety

>and Biosafety Net; we will similarly post a summary of the responses.

>

>

>1.     Is your institution state or privately supported?

>

>2.     Is full (IBC) approval required prior to the commencement of research

>       activities?  If not, what are the minimal requirements necessary for

>       approval to begin research with biohazards and/or rDNA?

>

>3.     How often does the IBC meet (monthly, quarterly, biannually, etc.)?

>

>4.     Does the membership include professionals from: -medicine (M.D.s)?

>                                                       -occupational health?

>                                                       -infectious disease?

>                                                       -nursing?

>                                                       -other?

>

>5.     What criteria are used to authorize an investigator to submit an IBC

>       protocol for conducting research involving biohazardous materials

>       (faculty status, experience level, etc.)?

>

>6.     Is formal training required or conducted for approved users [BSL II]?

>       If so, please describe briefly.

>

>7.     Approximately how many IBC protocols are processed/approved per year?

>

>8.     Approximately what percentage of IBC protocols involve the use of

>       animals?

>

>9.     Are chemical safety issues addressed by either the IBC or IACUC

>       committees?  If yes, which committee?

>

>

>Thank you very much for your assistance.

>>

>>

>>Lisa A. Johnson

>>Safety Specialist

>>Office of Environmental Health & Safety

>>Georgetown University Medical Center

>>Washington D.C. 20007

>>202-687-4712

>>johnsonl@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

>>

>>

>>

>

>

>
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Date:         Fri, 17 Jan 1997 16:21:57 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barry Cohen <bcohen@GENZYME.COM>

Subject:      EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

PLEASE RESPOND DIRECTLY TO ME.  DO NOT REPLY TO THE LIST.  THANK YOU!!

==================================================

Employment Opportunity

Site Manager, Safety & Environmental Compliance

Genzyme Corporation

One Kendall Square

Cambridge, MA 01239

Corporation Overview

Founded in 1981, Genzyme Corporation is a healthcare products company

that focuses on developing and providing innovative solutions to major

unresolved medical needs.  The Corporation is organized into four

primary business areas-- biotherapeutics, surgical products, diagnostic

products & services, and pharmaceuticals and fine chemicals.  The

corporation's international headquarters are located in Cambridge,

Massachusetts, with production and research facilities in Boston,

Cambridge and Framingham, Massachusetts.  Internationally, the

corporation is located in Maidstone and Haverhill, England; Russelsheim

Germany, Italy, The Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland and Japan.  The

Company currently employs approximately 3500 people worldwide.

Minimum Job Requirements

Bachelor of Science in a related field (natural sciences, industrial

hygiene, occupational health & safety); or equivalent.  Full

understanding of and the ability to apply established principles,

theories, and concepts of industrial hygiene and hazard risk assessment

Three to five years operational skills in a laboratory & production

environment.  Knowledge of laboratory and process equipment and current

Good Manufacturing Practices.  Working knowledge of state and federal

regulations pertaining to environmental protection, occupational health

and safety, and radiation safety.  Excellent organizational,

communication, and problem-solving skills.

Brief Job Description

To monitor activities and operations in Cambridge facilities to ensure

compliance with all applicable safety and environmental regulations and

Corporate policies.  Provide overall management and guidance to

supervisors and employees at all Cambridge facilities.  Advise and

assist operational supervisors/managers on health, safety and

environmental aspects of their operations.  Train employees and

supervisors/managers in the areas of health, safety and environmental

compliance, and ensure that they understand the requirements of

environmental regulations and permit conditions under their

jurisdiction.  Perform and document site-specific internal audits and

inspections to ensure compliance with corporate policies and procedures.

Barry David Cohen

Site Manager, Safety & Environmental Compliance

Genzyme Corporation

500 Soldiers Field Road

Allston, Massachusetts 02134

Voice:  (617) 562-4507

FAX:    (617) 562-4510

Pager:  (617) 765-3622

E-Mail:  bcohen@genzyme.com

http://www.genzyme.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 22 Jan 1997 08:00:20 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Vanda Sadilek <Vanda_Sadilek.HWC@INET.HWC.CA>

Subject:      Cleaning up After Sewage Backup in Residential Basement

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain

Is is commonly recommended that upstairs floors, walls and ceilings be washed

and disinfected after a sewage backup (to a level of 2 - 3 inches) in a

residential basement?  What about the vents, ductwork and furnace in that

house?  What is the likelihood that the home will become contaminated with

microorganisms as a result of a basement sewage backup incident?

I would appreciate comments on this issue and any references to comprehensive

resources on the topic.

Please reply to me personally and I can summarize to the list if the interest

is there.

Thanks

Vanda Sadilek  M.Sc.

Environmental Health Officer

OEHS Health Canada

Edmonton, Alberta

(403) 495-3921

(403) 495- 2177   fax

  e-mail:  vanda_sadilek@inet.hwc.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 22 Jan 1997 11:35:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barry Cohen <bcohen@GENZYME.COM>

Subject:      More CJD-Related Product Withdrawals

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Bayer has announced a withdrawal of the following products:

Alpha, Proteinase Inhibitor (Prolastin)

Albumin (Human) 25% (Plasbumin 25%)

Immune Globulin Intravenous (Human) 10% (Gamimune N, 10%)

For those interested, I have lot numbers, release dates, etc.  The date

of the notice is 10/29/96, but Bayer Biologicals faxed it to us today.

Barry

Barry David Cohen

Site Manager, Safety & Environmental Compliance

Genzyme Corporation

500 Soldiers Field Road

Allston, Massachusetts 02134

Voice:  (617) 562-4507

FAX:    (617) 562-4510

Pager:  (617) 765-3622

E-Mail:  bcohen@genzyme.com

http://www.genzyme.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 22 Jan 1997 22:09:26 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Hello to All !

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello to all,

I have been reading all the interesting info. here for a couple of months

and have been helped by many while doing so.

But have not contributed, once again I look to you for help.

I am in the process of gathering a list of contacts, home pages,

newsletters, and the like.

To add to our site. I hope to make this a gathering place for Law

Enforcement and all related Industries. A way to easily pass on information

that may be of help or interest to others just as this list has

accomplished.

I have gathered numerous links to all related Industries but would like

further help to the real Important links that you all find useful to your

particular needs.

Anyway sorry for the "Babble"

And I certainly look forward to learning more for everyone !

Mark Kropidlowski

BIO-TEC Emergency Services

Professional trauma site sterilization

http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 23 Jan 1997 11:39:08 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         David Brantley <brantldd@LLAXP.DNET.DUPONT.COM>

Subject:      PNEUMOCYSTIS CARINII

I would be interested to know what precautions and containment practices

are recommended or currently in use for work with pneumocystis carinii.

Thanks in advance.

David Brantley

Industrial Hygienist

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 23 Jan 1997 14:16:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: PNEUMOCYSTIS CARINII

In-Reply-To:  <9701231637.AA20348@esds01.es.dupont.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 11:39 AM 1/23/97 EST, you wrote:

>I would be interested to know what precautions and containment practices

>are recommended or currently in use for work with pneumocystis carinii.

>

As compiled form the literature:

"Pneumocystis carinii, is an organism that historically was considered a

protozoon but has recently been reclassified as a fungus based upon nucleic

acid sequence information. P. carninii is communicable, causing pneumonia

(PCP) and the airborne route seems to be the major mode of transmission.

P. carninii is a seroius problem for immunocompromised hosts especially

children and can be fatal. Hospital guidelines include the isolation of

patients with active PCP and/or respiratory protection. However, P. carinii

seems to be of low virulence and infection in normal hosts does not seem to

cause symptoms, thus may not requiring treatment."

I would consider special precautions for immunocompromised personnel

working with the agent, developed in cooperation with your occupational

health group. Since you are not specific about the procedures and the

project, it is not advisable to give you information on the appropriate

containment level(s). Please consider a comprehensive risk assessment prior

to any adoption of a specific biosafety level.

Hope this helps.

Stefan
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Date:         Thu, 23 Jan 1997 16:08:43 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barry Cohen <bcohen@GENZYME.COM>

Subject:      FW: Incineration of Pharmaceuticals required in California

MIME-Version: 1.0
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I am forwarding this e-mail message from another list I subscribe to.

May have some impact on our friends on the West Coast

Barry

Barry David Cohen

Site Manager, Safety & Environmental Compliance

Genzyme Corporation

500 Soldiers Field Road

Allston, Massachusetts 02134

Voice:  (617) 562-4507

FAX:    (617) 562-4510

Pager:  (617) 765-3622

E-Mail:  bcohen@genzyme.com

http://www.genzyme.com

>----------

>From:  Christine Springer[SMTP:safety@INETWORLD.NET]

>Sent:  Thursday, January 23, 1997 3:40 PM

>To:    SAFETY@UVMVM.UVM.EDU

>Subject:       Incineration of Pharmaceuticals required in California

>

>Yesterday I went to an all day biohazard workshop put on by San Diego

>County.  Apparently there is a new Senate Bill in California SB1966 that

>requires all pharmaceutical incinerated.

>

>Check Health & Safety Code:  http://www.leginfo.ca.gov

>sections H& S C  117635 (g):  "Biohazardous Waste" means any of the

>following: Waste that is hazardous only because it is comprised of

>pharmaceuticals, as definded in Section 117747.  Notwithstanding subdivison

>(a) of Section 117690, medical waste includes biohazardous waste that meets

>the conditions of this subdivison.  Biohazard waste that meets that

>condition of this subdivision is not subject to Chapter 6.5 (commencing with

>Section 25100) of Division 20).

>

>117690 (a) is the definition of Medical Waste.

>

>Section 117747 (a):  "Pharmaceutical" means a prescription or over-the

>counter human or veterinary drug, including, but not limited to, a drug as

>defined in Section 109925 or the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act as

>amended (21 USCA Sec. 321 (g)(1)).

>Pharmaceuticals do not include anything covered by RCRA or Radiation control

>Law.

>

>11822 (b):  Biohazardous waste that meets the conditions specified in

>subdivision (g) of Section 117635 shall be treated pursuant to subdivision

>(a) or (d) of Section 118215 prior to disposal.

>(a) is incineration.  (d) is an alternative method approved by the

>department.

>

>

>The state is concerned with pharmaceuticals going into the trash and people

>rummaging into them.

>

>This was news to me.  Apparently, the San Diego County Dept of Environmental

>Health inspectors do not yet know how to enforce and inform.  They are

>writing a fact sheet and will probably enforce in about 3 months.

>

>Hope this information is helpful.  I would be very interested if anyone

>reading this can see any glaring exceptions that I am not reading here.

>

>Chris Springer

>safety@inetworld.net

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Franklin Pearce
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>Date: Fri, 24 Jan 1997 09:26:27 -0500 (EST)

>From: MRLabs@aol.com

>To: biosafty-request@mitvma.mit.edu

>Subject: Franklin Pearce

>

>I think this is probably the best way to inform the ABSA community of some

>very sad news.  Franklin Pearce was killed in an automobile accident on

>Wednesday, January 22, 1997.  Apparently, his car hit a patch of black ice

>and flipped over several times.

>I do not have any details about funeral arrangements, but I wanted to let

>everyone know.

>

>Franklin was a long time consultant and friend to all of us at Medical Repair

>Laboratories and an active member of the biosafety community.  He joined us

>for a company luncheon just last Monday.  He was very happy with his new

>consulting arrangement with Consumers Union and regularly worked with us.  He

>will be missed very much.

>

>

Frank's good humor, knowledge and friendship will be missed.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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From:         "Lynn H. Veach" <cat@ORNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Franklin Pearce
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I'm very sorry for the loss of your friend and collegue----

At 09:45 AM 1/24/97 -0500, you wrote:

>>Date: Fri, 24 Jan 1997 09:26:27 -0500 (EST)

>>From: MRLabs@aol.com

>>To: biosafty-request@mitvma.mit.edu

>>Subject: Franklin Pearce

>>

>>I think this is probably the best way to inform the ABSA community of some

>>very sad news.  Franklin Pearce was killed in an automobile accident on

>>Wednesday, January 22, 1997.  Apparently, his car hit a patch of black ice

>>and flipped over several times.

>>I do not have any details about funeral arrangements, but I wanted to let

>>everyone know.

>>

>>Franklin was a long time consultant and friend to all of us at Medical

Repair

>>Laboratories and an active member of the biosafety community.  He joined us

>>for a company luncheon just last Monday.  He was very happy with his new

>>consulting arrangement with Consumers Union and regularly worked with us.

He

>>will be missed very much.

>>

>>

>Frank's good humor, knowledge and friendship will be missed.

>

>Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>rfink@mit.edu

>

>

Lynn H. Veach

CAT@ornl.gov

Lockheed Martin Energy Research

ORNL Research Libraries

POB 2009

Bldg 9224 MS 8079

Oak Ridge, Tn 37831-8079

(423) 574-1241  FAX (423) 574-1240
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barb Ernisse <Barbara_ernisse@HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Cleaning sheep pens
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One of our institutions houses sheep for cardiac surgery research.  The

flock is not screened for Q-fever.  PPE, quarantine and transport procedures

have been established.  The animal facilities is now asking what, if any,

respirator or mask  the animal care technician should be fitted with.  I

have not received all the details of the work involved, apparently he/she is

in the room 4 hours a day.  It is a good sized room (300sq ft) with

appropriate ventillation and usually houses 6-12 sheep of various sizes-

mostly lambs and ewes.

I am thinking along the lines of recommending an N95 for the actual mucking

and sweeping out of litter, droppings, etc and a surgical mask when feeding,

moving from pen - to -pen, etc,  Any comments, please.

Is anyone willing to share their SOP for sheep pen cleaning?

Thanks

__________

Barb Ernisse

Associate Biosafety Officer

Harvard University

{Barbara_Ernisse@Harvard.edu}

46 Oxford Street

Cambridge, MA 02138

(617) 495-2102
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From:         "Larry J. Thompson" <ljt2@CORNELL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cleaning sheep pens

In-Reply-To:  <2.2.32.19970129135127.006a1a04@camail1.harvard.edu>
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>One of our institutions houses sheep for cardiac surgery research.  The

>flock is not screened for Q-fever.  PPE, quarantine and transport procedures

>have been established.  The animal facilities is now asking what, if any,

>respirator or mask  the animal care technician should be fitted with.  I

>have not received all the details of the work involved, apparently he/she is

>in the room 4 hours a day.  It is a good sized room (300sq ft) with

>appropriate ventillation and usually houses 6-12 sheep of various sizes-

>mostly lambs and ewes.

>

>I am thinking along the lines of recommending an N95 for the actual mucking

>and sweeping out of litter, droppings, etc and a surgical mask when feeding,

>moving from pen - to -pen, etc,  Any comments, please.

>

>Is anyone willing to share their SOP for sheep pen cleaning?

>

Barb,

We have definite protocol differences between the handling of pregnant and

non-pregnant sheep, since the products of conception have the highest

concentration of organism and thus the highest potential for transfer.  If

the room is used for actual lambing, I would agree with N95 etc etc.  If

only non-pregnant sheep (or only early pregnancies and lambs) are housed

there, the need is not as great for PPE (however, if you use dusty bedding

some protection is wise).  We house our sheep in a conventional farm

situation where only good hygiene is required for the lambing areas and no

PPE is used (except for gloves in handling wet products of conception).

However, moving the late pregnancy ewe to an enclosed research area (eg, we

do pregnancy research with the ewes)  increases the risk of aerosol

transmission and thus we employ more stringent protocols.

Q fever is an interesting topic, because when you speak with shepherds or

farmers who have been around sheep all their lives, they have no idea of

what you are talking about and think you're crazy to get concerned about

it.  In reviewing the literature and actual incidents, the great majority

involve BOTH the act of partuition (usually sheep) AND "naive" people i.e.

those who have never been working closely around sheep previously.  The big

exception has been the report from Germany in MMWR Jan 17, 1997.

Thus far we have not been impressed that serological testing of the flock

for Q fever is any help whatsoever because of the technical deficiencies of

the test.   Any abortions in the flock should be vigorously pursued to

determine the cause, especially in recently introduced animals.

Larry

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3966

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"Some circumstantial evidence is very strong, as when you find a trout in

the milk" - H.D.Thoreau
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Subject:      Re: Cleaning sheep pens
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At 08:51 AM 1/29/97 -0500, you wrote:

>One of our institutions houses sheep for cardiac surgery research.  The

>flock is not screened for Q-fever.  PPE, quarantine and transport procedures

>have been established.  The animal facilities is now asking what, if any,

>respirator or mask  the animal care technician should be fitted with.  .....

>

>I am thinking along the lines of recommending an N95 for the actual mucking

>and sweeping out of litter, droppings, etc and a surgical mask when feeding,

>moving from pen - to -pen, etc,  Any comments, please.

>__________

>Barb Ernisse

>Associate Biosafety Officer

>Harvard University

>{Barbara_Ernisse@Harvard.edu}

>46 Oxford Street

>Cambridge, MA 02138

>(617) 495-2102

>

>

Barb:

I would recommend the use of the N95 respirators all the time.  If the

animal handler is not comfortable using a N95 respirator for 4 hours you

might consider a PAPR.

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director,

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

The Rockefeller University

1230 York Avenue

New Yorkn NY 10021-6399

phone: (212) 327-8324

fax: (212) 327-8340

email: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu
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              Ernisse" at Jan 29, 97 08:51:27 am
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RE:  Surgical masks for feeding etc.  Amidst all the tb control

guidelines/info that has come across the desks of safety folks lately is

the thread that "surgical masks" protect the environment from the wearer

and do not protect the wearer from airborne in the environment.  Seems

like the same would apply for C. burnetti.  I guess it is more important

to determine the risk of transmission from low-dust activities like

feeding.  If you can't be sure that it is negible, the N-95 might also be

approptriate here.
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From:         "Judy M. Pointer/MDACC"

              <Judy_M._Pointer/MDACC%MDACC@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cleaning sheep pens

Mime-Version: 1.0
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RE:  Surgical masks for feeding etc.  Amidst all the tb control ...

Our safety dept and IBC debated the surgical mask question too.  Can a surgical

mask be considered PPE - when it's basically designed for product protection?

Some comments were (parapharsed):

- studies have shown 10 - 40% of inhaled air by-passes surgical mask's filter

--> should not be used as PPE for biological aerosols, but may, at least,

decrease general particulate exposure.

- a surgical mask's main protective function for the wearer, is to keep the

wearers hands out / off of their face, nose, eyes.  Since many types of microbs

are transmitted this way, their use should not be discouraged and they should

be considered PPE.

So - we look at each case - don't discourage surgical mask use, but consider

amount (titer) of infective organism, data reporting smallest dose (Plaque

forming units, etc.) needed to produce infection from organism, potential of

aerosols being generated, and route of the microb's transmission in the natural

environment.

If natural route is respiratory, and especially if dose needed to produce

infection is low (as in case of TB, Adenovirus, don't know about dose for

Q-fever) then we require "respirators" - dust/mist mask, at a minimum, up to

HEPA types - depending on severity and treatability of disease.  If there is no

reason to expect that the operation has aerosol transmitted organisms involved

- as may be the case with some bedding operations - then a surgical mask is OK.

Following is my personal opinion:

-  it is folly to assume that any animal bedding, laden with animal waste,

would not have any zoonotic aerosol transmitted microbs in it.  And since the

number, amount and type of microbs is "unknown",  - all animal handlers should

always wear respirators - not surgical masks.

But then, there are many hale and hearty animal handlers and vets around who

have been doing things mask-less for years and years. They protest.  My

response - - - what about all the animal handlers who quit after the first year

because they were always sick?  We never hear from them - the one's left,

already have immunity to everything.  And the ones that got asthma after a

couple years of allergies were literally choked out of the field.

"Some circumstantial evidence is very strong, as when you find a trout in

the milk" - H.D.Thoreau

Thks guys, for letting me crusade a bit.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Education, Continuing" <CONTEDU@SPH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Safety Cabinet Certification & NSF Accreditation Exam
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At the Harvard School of Public Health:

Testing and Certification of Biological Safety Cabinets

June 9-13, 1997

Fee: $1,445

This comprehensive review for NSF's written and practical exams covers

all aspects of biosafety cabinet field certification, including two days

of hands-on laboratory sessions.  The NSF exams are offered immediately

following the course.

For more information and a course agenda, reply privately to

contedu@sph.harvard.edu.

Center for Continuing Professional Education (contedu@sph.harvard.edu)

Harvard School of Public Health

677 Huntington Avenue, LL-23

Boston, MA  02115-6096

Phone: (617) 432-1171

Fax: (617) 432-1969

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe/ccpe.html
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Mispagel <MISPAGEL.M@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

Organization: College of Vet. Med

Subject:      Training for physical plant personnel

We are currently constructing a new BSL3 facility at The

Univ. of Georgia.  I would like to know if anybody has any

formal training programs, i.e. videos, checklists, SOPs, etc.,

for your mechanical personnel who handle your physical plant such as

maintenance on HVAC, plumbing, HEPA changeout, water

treatment plants, etc.

Thanks,

Mike

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL.M@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------
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From:         Chris Moore <chrism@CCOHS.CA>

Subject:      Courses in 1997:  Health & Safety Internet Resources

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) presents two

Internet courses related to health and safety:

.  Using the Internet to Access Health and Safety, a basic course

.  Using the Internet for Health and Safety Research and Networking,

   an advanced course

Courses are scheduled in Hamilton, ON, Canada for the following dates in 1997:

Basic: February 27, April 24, June 24, September 18 and November 20.

Advanced: February 28, April 25, June 25, September 19 and November 21.

Basic courses are also scheduled in Ann Arbor, MI, USA for the following

dates in 1997:

April 18, June 13 and September 26.

For more details, contact me by private e-mail at chrism@ccohs.ca or go to

our web site at http://www.ccohs.ca/products/courses/courses.html. Onsite

courses can also be arranged.

Chris

--------------------------------------------------------

Christopher Moore

Canadian Centre for Occupational Health & Safety (CCOHS)

250 Main St. E., Hamilton ON Canada, L8N 1H6

1-905-572-4462 (phone) 1-905-572-2206 (Fax)

chrism@ccohs.ca   http://www.ccohs.ca

Author of CCOHS' courses and publication,

"Using the Internet to Access Health & Safety Resources

--------------------------------------------------------
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From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Video for Pre Exposure Training for Bloodborne Pathogen Exposure
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Hi

        In the case of bloodborne pathogen exposures and training health care

workers and the like; does anyone know of a good video for pre-exposure

training on post exposure prophylaxis?  Specifically, we (a

community-wide team) are looking for video training that discusses the 3

drug treatment now recommended by CDC.

        Thank you.

        Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82070

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu
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Organization: Johns Hopkins Institutions

Subject:      [Fwd: Biocontrol Course Brochure July 7 - July 11, 1997]
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This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------6479277D2612

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=big5

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I thought I would forward this course announcement to the server.  It is

well worth taking if you have any biosafety responsibilities.

Joe Kozlovac

Associate Biosafety Officer

Johns Hopkins Institutions

--------------6479277D2612
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        id JAA08877; Wed, 5 Feb 1997 09:52:34 -0500

Message-ID: <32F89EE9.7D10@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>

Date: Wed, 05 Feb 1997 09:53:29 -0500

From: "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P." <gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu>
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X-Mailer: Mozilla 3.01Gold (Win95; I)
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To: jkozlov@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu

Subject: Biocontrol Course Brochure July 7 - July 11, 1997
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Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii
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Joe

The brochure is attached in MS Word 7.0.

Richard Gilpin

gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu

(410) 955 5918

fax (410) 955 5929

--------------435824FD7329
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I'm wondering if other institutions have considered or implemented a Hep A

vaccination program for individuals who handle non-human primates. Any thoughts

or experiences would be appreciated.

Mark Ferin

Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical Research
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From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>
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Our Primate Center Biosafety Committee recently reviewed the CDC

recommendations and would also be interested in knowing what others are

planning.  I was unsure by the wording if they meant all non-human

primates or those infected with Hep A in a research protocol.

Melinda Young
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We have implemented hepatitis A vaccination for those exposed to NHP,

although we consider the risk to be minimal.

Cliff

Clifford R. Roberts DVM                   ucivet@uci.edu

Director, ULAR                                   V 714-824-4340

University of California, Irvine        F 714-824-2003

Irvine, CA 92697-1310

>I'm wondering if other institutions have considered or implemented a Hep A

>vaccination program for individuals who handle non-human primates. Any

>thoughts

>or experiences would be appreciated.

>

>Mark Ferin

>Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical Research

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Feb 1997 08:41:48 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carla ALVARADO <Carla.Alvarado@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Hepatitis A vaccination

     Would someone please supply me with citations for peer reviewed

     journal articles discussing the risk of hepatitis A acquisition in

     non-human primate work.

     We have not implemented a program for hepatitis A immunization in non

     human primate work at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.  However,

     our university Occupational Health Committee would certainly consider

     an immunization policy if we have solid publications to review.

     Currently, we only have drug manufacturers' reps telling us we

     "should" do this, but providing no published studies.

     Carla J. Alvarado

     Occupational Health Program- U.W. Safety Department

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Hepatitis A vaccination

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at IPNET

Date:    2/5/97 5:34 PM

We have implemented hepatitis A vaccination for those exposed to NHP,

although we consider the risk to be minimal.

Cliff

Clifford R. Roberts DVM                   ucivet@uci.edu

Director, ULAR                                   V 714-824-4340

University of California, Irvine        F 714-824-2003

Irvine, CA 92697-1310

>I'm wondering if other institutions have considered or implemented a Hep A

>vaccination program for individuals who handle non-human primates. Any

>thoughts

>or experiences would be appreciated.

>

>Mark Ferin

>Parke-Davis Pharmaceutical Research
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At 08:41 AM 2/6/97 CST, you wrote:

>     Would someone please supply me with citations for peer reviewed

>     journal articles discussing the risk of hepatitis A acquisition in

>     non-human primate work.

>

For references refer to the CDC recommendations (..prevention of hepatitis

A through active or passive immunization):

Hinthorn et al., 1974, An outbreak of chimpanzee associated hepatitis. J.

Occup. Med. 16:388-91

Dienstag et al., 1976, Nonhuman primate-associated viral hepatitis type A.

Serologic evidence of hepatitis A virus infection. JAMA 236:462-4

Stefan
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Subject:      Re: Re[2]: Hepatitis A vaccination

Carla:

In addition to the CDC references, there is a good general discussion of

Hepatitis A in the "Journal of Infectious Diseases" - 1995; 171(Suppl

1):S2-8. (The entire supplement is specifically dedicated to HAV - 60+

pages).

One reference includes:

Deinhardt F., et al.  - Studies on the transmission of viral hepatitis to

marmoset monkeys. Journal of Exp. Med., 1967; 125:673-88.

See additional references in the JID supplement.

Ed Krisiunas (APICer)
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Introducing "MAGNETRITION"; a term describing the process by which

magnetism is utilized boilogically.  Awaiting mankind's acceptance,

the study of magnetrition offers man a healthier and longer life.

This new knowledge concerning mans' magnetritional needs, when

utilized, will represent a maturization milestone in the history of

mankind.

       The assessment of research presents these facts;

l.  Magnetic bacteria use the properties of a magnetic field in order

     to form a chain of magnetite within its' body, from the iron it

     absorbs.

2.  Magnetic bacteria use the properties of a magnetic field in order

     to migrate magneticly.

3.  Magnetic bacteria live and die within the cells of our body.

4.  Magnetic bacteria not having its' needs met, as it attempts its'

     functions within our cells, leads to the deterioration of body

     tissues.

5.  Astronauts are now recognized as suffering from magnetic deficiency

     syndrome, brought about by the needs of magnetic bacteria, (within

     their cells), not being met while outside the earth's magnetic

field.

6.  A prolonged state of inactivity of magnetic bacteria within cells,

     such as when a bird's egg is not turned, or an infant is

not           carried, leads to energy levels too low to maintain life.

7.  Periodic exposure to the magnetic field produced by A/C voltage

     causes poorly formed nuclear envelopes, within cells.

8.  Through the proper use of magnetic fields, man may now achieve a

     higher degree of wellbeing, and travel farther through both time

     and space.

                   ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dear Sir,

There is much research being compiled conserning magnetic fields.

I am sure you could find some of it by way of most search engines

like Webcraler.

However, I find that most researchers are unaware of the roll that

magnetic bacteria play in cell growth. This would be a good place for

anyone wishing to learn more about the effects of magnetic fields on

their health.

       Ref: "Magnetic Navigation an Attractive Possibility".

             SCIENCE,  Vol.215, 19 March 1982.

  I'm in the process of getting NASA to create a artificial magnetic

field which will prevent the deterioration that now occurs in the

astronauts, while in space. This deterioration, known as osteoporosis,

will also be prevented within people here on earth, with the

type/model of artificial magnetic field produced by NASA.

  For people to become aware that man has not, up until now, been

useing magnetic fields to their full potential, will cause them to

maintain much better health then ever before. And stop many from

thinking problems are caused by things that are not causing them.

  The magnetic bed will create a magnetic field around a person, (one

like the earths), and the field will be made to shift every so often,

(it seems about every 45 min or so), this will be like the bird caring

for its egg.

  Electromagnetic fields, are something that our bodies have learned

to use. Our bodies have learned to use the earth's type of a magnetic

field. A/C voltage produces a magnetic field that shifts, or reverses,

60 times a second, and this makes it hard, or impossible, for magnetic

bacteria, (in our cells), to make magnetite from the iron that we take

into our bodies when we eat. The earth's magnetic field has its north

and south poles stay in about the same place. These bacteria use the

lines of flux when putting iron particals together, like a brick layer

uses a string, to line up the bricks. When most of the iron particals,

are lined up with their norths in the same direction, we call it

magnetite, not just iron.

  The bacteria are doing this inside the cells, such as producing an

electrical charge as they move about, (like we do crossing the

carpet and then touching the TV), they cause the cell to divide

when their population reaches a certain number, and they produce

magnetite which is used to form the nuclear envelope, ( protecting

the DNA). These bacteria serve these functions within our cells

only when we provide them with what they need, like keeping fish

healthy in a fish tank.

  I was hoping you would help make the world a better place by

being aware of something new and important.  If I can be of any

help, let me know.  I'm still learning too.

               ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

"It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong."

                                                - Voltaire

"Leadership is getting someone to do what they don't want to do,

  to achieve what they want to achieve." -- Tom Landry

         ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

                        BETTER LATE, THEN NEVER.

                                  or

                        REAL "HOME IMPROVEMENT".

Tommas Edison is remembered as having warned us, and I believe he is

quoted as having said, "You would be a fool to use A/C voltage rather

then D/C voltage.  But his nation did not heed his words of wisdom.

If tommas Edison, the man who seems to have "opened the door" to the

uses of electric current, was a child of God, (which is now evident

from his effect on mankind), then at that time this nation turned from

God, and began to lead others away, through its example.  The many

blessing that are afforded mankind, through the use of electricity,

shows that the hand of God was guiding Edison, and mankind through

him, into the "Age of Electricity"

The warning given to others, concerning the use of A/C voltage, was

given by the one who may have had the best understanding of

electricity.

This would be evident from the way he used such knowledge through-out

his life.

Now today, information being gathered from studies, indicates that

the use of A/C voltage may have been a wrong move for mankind. And

obvious to anyone with a basic understanding of electricity, is the

fact that the magnetic field produced by A/C voltage is more in

contrast with the earth's field then D/C.  More like the earth's, the

magnetic field produced by D/C voltage is constant.

But this may not be worth noting, unless there are life forms known

to use the earth's magnetic field, such as magnetic bacteria.

The small magnetic particles found with-in bacteria are noted as

causing it to be effected by magnetic fields. These particles being

found in man, should be viewed in that same light.

The effect of bringing this issue to the forefront, as a "news

topic", and having it held there long enough to educate people to the

fact that they are being effected, health-wise, by magnetic fields

would be deemed necessary by anyone who becomes aware of these facts,

and has the best interests of everyone in mind.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

  If you also find the info interesting, please share it with others.

  The effect of education, on the people around you, will make your life

                            better. In many ways.

                                 At your service,

                                 Alan E. Jackson

                                 Box 7004

                                 Price, UT. 84501

                            (LEARNING LEADS TO LIVING)

                http://www.angelfire.com/nj/alanejackson/index.html

                             alanejackson@hotmail.com

                                   MOSES=SMOKING!

                                   JESUS=BED!

                                    FORD=CAR!

                                    BELL=PHONE!

                                    KEEP MOVIN!!!

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Feb 1997 12:49:11 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         kees de gooijer <Kees.deGooijer@ALGEMEEN.PK.WAU.NL>

Subject:      Fwd: re: Baculovirus Expression Vector Course.

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - Original Message - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

To:             SMTP@Mail@Alg[<Peter.vanBragt@ptf.HWB.NL>]

Cc:             in%[acdf-l@lx1.zod.wau.nl]

From:           Kees de Gooijer@Algemeen@PK.WAU

Date:           Monday, January 27, 1997 at 9:55:36 am MET

Attached:       None

On Friday, January 24, 1997 at 4:53:10 pm CET,

"Peter H. van Bragt" <Peter.vanBragt@ptf.hwb.nl> wrote:

>

>2nd International post-graduate short-course

>

>Baculovirus Expression Vector System

>Production of Recombinant Proteins

>

>7 to 11 April 1997 at Wageningen, The Netherlands.

>

>

>Course programme

>

>Practicals:

>*Insect cell culture: cell growth,  media optimization, host cell strain

>selection,  scale-up,

>routine maintenance procedures, cryopreservation

>*Virus titration: End-point dilution and plaque assay, multiplicity of

>infection

>*Transfection and infection procedures: Preparation of

>DNA/CellFECTIN complexes, transfection procedures

>*Selection of recombinants

>*Recombinant protein expression: Optimization of the recombinant protein

>yield

>

>Lectures:

>*Baculovirus gene organisation and expression systems by Dr. R.D. Possee

>(Oxford,

>U.K.)

>*Baculovirus transfer vectors and the production of recombinant viruses by

>Dr. R.D.

>Possee (Oxford, U.K.)

>*Rapid generation of recombinant Baculoviruses and gene expression using the

>Bac-to-Bac

>baculovirus expression system by Dr. R.D. Harris (Paisley, U.K.)

>*Insect cell culture by Dr. D. Zuidema (Wageningen, NL)

>*Scale-p of insect cell cultures: life and death in bioreactors by Dr. ir.

>C.D. de Gooijer

>(Wageningen,NL.)

>*Downstream processing of recombinant proteins by T. Kon (Roosendaal, NL.)

>*Baculoviruses as biopesticides by Dr. J.M. Vlak  (Wageningen, NL.)

>*Baculovirus expressed human Parvovirus B19 capsids for diagnsotic and

>vaccine use by

>Dr. C.S. Brown (Leiden, NL)

>

>General Course Information

>

>The aim of this course:

>Through lectures and hands-on experiments the participants will gain both

>knowledge and

>expertise in a variety of aspects of the technology. The course is designed

>both for

>newcomers to the technique and for those who already have some experience.

>

>

>Participants:

>The course is intended for researchers and technicians from both academic and

>industrial

>research laboratories, interested in the theory and applications of the

>Baculovirus Expres-

>sion Vector System. Some basic knowledge of molecular biology and animal cell

>culture

>is recommended.

>

>Course Structure:

>The course consists of a series of practical sessions interspersed with

>lectures and

>tutorials.

>

>Course Language is English

>

>Course Location:

>Wageningen Agricultural University, Crop Protection Centre, Binnenhaven 11,

>Wageningen, The Netherlands

>

>Organisation and course team:

>This course is organised by the Training centre (Drs. P. H. van Bragt)  in

>close

>cooperation with Dr. J.M. Vlak, Dr. D. Zuidema and Mrs E.C. Roode, Department

>of

>Virology,

>Wageningen Agricultural University, The Netherlands.

>

>Registration Fee: Dfl 2.450,-

>This fee includes lunches and course book.

>Accommodation is not included

>

>Registration:

>Registration is definite after returning the registration form and payment of

>the registration

>fee. This form can be acquired from and must be returned to:

>Hogeschool West-Brabant,

>Training centre Medical Biotechnology

>P.O. Box 280, 4870 AG ETTEN-LEUR, The Netherlands

>Tel:../31/(0)76 501 4021

>Telefax: ../31/(0)76 503 2400

>Email: training.centre@PTF.HWB.NL

>At HTTP://WWW.HWB.NL/PTF/TMB you can find more information about other

>courses of the Training centre.

>

>Registration fee should be sent to F. van Lanschot Bank Breda account number

>22 56 16

>823  in ref. of: 'St. Transfer en Contractactiviteiten', HWB, TMB, The

>Netherlands.

>

>The Training centre reserves the right to modify course materials or

>substitute speakers without notice.

>

>Sponsors:

>Life Technologies bv (Breda, NL)

>New Brunswick Scientific (Nijmegen, NL)

>
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Date:         Tue, 11 Feb 1997 09:07:40 MST-0700

Reply-To:     therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      day care centers

for those of you with on-campus day care centers--

do you get involved with the day to day sanitation issues?

hand-washing? sanitation of surfaces? toys? etc?

we have 2 units associated with our campus, one for employees

youngsters and one for child psychiatric patients;

we've already had one Hep A scare and I wonder if you have

suggestions on what to look for and how to make the program work

also how do you feel about latex or any other type of gloves being

used by the day care workers on a regular basis; i.e. for all diaper

changing?

thanks

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Feb 1997 10:44:29 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Daycare Centers

I have just begun to look at daycare centers and the biological problems

they face.  I believe we need to go into BBP as well as other health

safety issues.  We have plenty of skinned knees and bloody noses to

take care of.  Anyone have a program already in place that we would

learn from?

Michele Crase C.L.S.

Biological Safety Specialist

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL 60115

mcrase@niu.edu
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Date:         Tue, 11 Feb 1997 10:45:12 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ralph NORTH <Ralph.North@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU>

Subject:      Autoclave Bags for Radioactive Materials

     Some time ago there was a discussion about autoclave bags with

     charcoal filter attached for sterilizing waste containing potentially

     volatile radioactive materials.

     The only distributor I could find, now Corning Costar, no longer

     handles them. Does anyone know where I can order these bags? Has

     anyone used them that could report results? Thanks in advance.

     ralph.north@mail.admin.wisc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Feb 1997 16:08:52 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Daycare Centers

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I provided bloodborne pathogen training to the staff of our 2 day care

centers.  One is a laboratory school and the other for UW students and

personnel.  (I haven't seen the staff back in a refresher training

session yet.)  Staff are responsible for fixing bloody noses and skinned

knees.  Every semester I give a lecture training on diseases, basic

sanitation and bloodborne pathogens to the Early Childhood college

students who go in the child care centers as part of their laboratory

experience.  I expand on childhood diseases and consequences of lax

sanitation.  And how to wash hands.

        Every year I plan to inspect the facilities and maybe this will be the

year it gets done.

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82070

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

>----------

>From:  Michele Crase[SMTP:E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU]

>Sent:  Tuesday, February 11, 1997 9:44 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Daycare Centers

>

>I have just begun to look at daycare centers and the biological problems

>they face.  I believe we need to go into BBP as well as other health

>safety issues.  We have plenty of skinned knees and bloody noses to

>take care of.  Anyone have a program already in place that we would

>learn from?

>

>Michele Crase C.L.S.

>Biological Safety Specialist

>Northern Illinois University

>DeKalb IL 60115

>mcrase@niu.edu

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Feb 1997 19:50:43 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Daycare Centers

I suggest reviewing the following article in the American Journal of

Infection Control (AJIC) - Impact of an infection control program in a

specialized preschool. June 1996, Volume 24, #3, pp. 167-173. Although

specific to a school for kids with Down syndrome, the discussion is very

useful. The references will also provide additional information.

Also, review "Hepatitis B Virus Transmission Between a Child and Staff Member

at a Day Care Center " in The Pediatric Infectious Disease Journal, Vol. 13,

No. 9, Sept., 1994. pp. 828-829. Excellent article that illustrates the

importance of wearing gloves even for minimal contact with blood.

There is a company manufacturing plastic toys with a bacteriostatic agent

added to the plastic. Supposedly, this will decrease disease transmission

between kidz sharing toys.

Ed Krisiunas@aol.com
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Date:         Wed, 12 Feb 1997 08:46:31 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Randall Morin <morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave Bags for Radioactive Materials

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At the NCI-FCRDC we are exploring the use of a reusable container to

autoclave our radioactive biological waste.  Hopefully in a few months we

will have some data.  If it works, we will share with interested parties.

We are constructing the container in one of our shops.

At 10:45 AM 2/11/97 CST, you wrote:

>     Some time ago there was a discussion about autoclave bags with

>     charcoal filter attached for sterilizing waste containing potentially

>     volatile radioactive materials.

>

>     The only distributor I could find, now Corning Costar, no longer

>     handles them. Does anyone know where I can order these bags? Has

>     anyone used them that could report results? Thanks in advance.

>

>     ralph.north@mail.admin.wisc.edu

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1451, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Feb 1997 13:53:11 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Illinois Poison Control

One of my coworkers  has heard there was a new Poison Control 800

number for the Illinois area.  Has anyone heard more information?  I wish

this to be true, but I have my doubts.  Currently our University Health

Service has an agreement with a hospital in another state to call for

emergency poison control information.  Some hospitals in Illinois have

phone numbers for their local area only and can't take calls from other

areas.

Since this does not pertain to all people on the list, I would be happy to

take responses directly.

Thank you

Michele Crase CLS (ASCP) Biological Safety Specialist

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois University

mcrase@niu.edu
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Date:         Thu, 13 Feb 1997 14:47:42 MST-0700

Reply-To:     therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      walk in cold rooms

Any cleaning protocols out there for walk-in cold rooms?  We are

seeing a great deal of corrosion and pitting in one in particular and

I have not heard from the PI about their cleaning protocol (if they

have one).  So I would appreciate recommendations.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Thu, 13 Feb 1997 15:06:55 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Reply: Illinois Poisons Control Centers

For State of Illinois Only

Before I could even get my question on some of the lists I received an

answer.  Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke's Medical Center is now the State

of Illinois PCC.  Their numbers are 312.942.5969 and 800.942.5969.  I

called the 312 number myself to confirm this.

Thanks

Michele Crase CLS (ASCP)

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois University

mcrase@niu.edu
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Date:         Fri, 14 Feb 1997 13:18:27 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <jives@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

From:         Janet Ives <jives@SAFETY.ROCHESTER.EDU>

Subject:      Immortal Strains

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Happy Valentine's Day everyone,

Does anyone have a definition of immortal strains for tissue culture?

All the information I have is that they are human cell lines. I am

trying to decide if the use of these strains requires the user to

attend a bloodborne pathogens training session. Thanks very much

Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

Department of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Rochester

jives@safety.rochester.edu

(716)275-3014

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 14 Feb 1997 15:55:24 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Judy M. Pointer/MDACC"

              <Judy_M._Pointer/MDACC%MDACC@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain

Does anyone have a definition of immortal strains for tissue culture?

Immortal strains are established cell lines - will propagate for ever and ever

if maintined.  Unlike normal cells that die out after about 30 cell passages.

All the information I have is that they are human cell lines. I am

trying to decide if the use of these strains requires the user to

attend a bloodborne pathogens training session.

We don't require bloodborne pathogens if the PI can demostrate that the human

immortal cell lines are "clean".  Which involves - verification from ATCC that

they have been tested for human pathogens, or the investigator has tested and

characterized the cell lines himself (usually requires Transmission Electon

Micrographs + other tests).  Some of these lines have been around for decades -

and are well characterized.  But newly established human lines and primary cell

cultures - we do require BBP and full BL 2 stuff until after all the

characterization is complete.

Judy Pointer

MD Anderson

Houston, TX

713 745-1423

jpointer @ notes.mdacc.tmc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Feb 1997 09:06:08 MET-1MEST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <DOBLHOFF@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

Dear Judy,

The fact, that cell lines have been checked for pathogens still does

not make them completely safe. The issues are:

) Only viruses, that are actually checked for are very probably

absent (not considering the limits of detection, reliability of

assays etc.)

) Contamination with pathogens can happen after safety checks of the

cellline, by the operator, media, etc., If the cell line is

derived from a source with close relationship to humans or is a human

cell line, these cells will be suceptible to a range of human

pathogen contaminants and may serve as substrate for their growth.

(viruses, mycoplasma!!)

Operators handling cell lines should be aware of this. No reasons to

panic, but Good Microbial Practice and some cell line specific safety

measures are recommended. If you are interested I will send you a

reprint of our paper

Frommer W., The WP Safety in Biotechnology of the European Federation

Biotechnology, Safe Biotechnology (5). Recommendations for

safe work with animal and human cell cultures concerning potential human

pathogens, Applied Microbiology and Biotechnology, 1993, 39,

141 -147

I do not know, how elaborate your blood born pathogen training is,

and how much resources it consumes, but if you have the training

established, I would say it is a good idea to let cell culture

operators profit from it. It may well be, they will be handling

primary cell cultures in the future and many issues will be of

concern even with well charcterized cell lines.

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Date:         Mon, 17 Feb 1997 09:34:25 MET-1MEST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <DOBLHOFF@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

This mail should originally have been sent to Janet Ives. Igues I hit

the reply button at the wrong moment, sorry:

Dear Janet,

The fact, that cell lines have been checked for pathogens still does

not make them completely safe. The issues are:

) Only viruses, that are actually checked for are very probably

absent (not considering the limits of detection, reliability of

assays etc.)

) Contamination with pathogens can happen after safety checks of the

cellline, by the operator, media, etc., If the cell line is

derived from a source with close relationship to humans or is a human

cell line, these cells will be suceptible to a range of human

pathogen contaminants and may serve as substrate for their growth.

(viruses, mycoplasma!!)

Operators handling cell lines should be aware of this. No reasons to

panic, but Good Microbial Practice and some cell line specific safety

measures are recommended. If you are interested I will send you a

reprint of our paper

Frommer W., The WP Safety in Biotechnology of the European Federation Biotechn

ology, Safe Biotechnology (5). Recommendations for

safe work with animal and human cell cultures concerning potential human patho

gens, Applied Microbiology and Biotechnology, 1993, 39,

141 -147

I do not know, how elaborate your blood born pathogen training is,

and how much resources it consumes, but if you have the training

established, I would say it is a good idea to let cell culture

operators profit from it. It may well be, they will be handling

primary cell cultures in the future and many issues will be of

concern even with well charcterized cell lines.

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Date:         Mon, 17 Feb 1997 15:32:43 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Judy M. Pointer/MDACC"

              <Judy_M._Pointer/MDACC%MDACC@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain

To: Otto Doblhoff-Dier

Otto is right of course.  Testing will never guarantee that no human pathogens

are in a human cell line or even a non-human cell line, for that matter.  You

can't prove a negative.  At the minimum, Good Microbial Practices is required

(and are required at MDA).  However, being both a clinical and research

institute - we have reserved the annual Bloodborne Path training (a clinically

oriented video) for:

1. the clinical staff  that handle unfixed human tissues, samples, fluids,

specimens, human blood products, or other material that is "reasonably

anticipated" to have "blood or other potentially infectious materials" in/on

them.

2. research staff that handle unfixed human tissues, samples, fluids,

specimens, human blood products, or other material that is "reasonably

anticipated" to have "blood or other potentially infectious materials" in/on

them.

3. research labs handling HIV &/or HVB

This leaves alot of research labs out, specifically, those research labs that

handle normal, established (or immortalized) cell cultures (human or animal),

i.e. other material that is not "reasonably anticipated" to have "blood or

other potentially infectious materials" in/on them.

To compensate our director goes to research departments and gives a more

general Lab Safety Training.  He concentrates on Good Microbial Practices (as

in the BMBL), not Bloodborne Pathogen training.  He shows Emitt Barkley's video

"Working with HIV in the Research Lab".  And he asks all those working with

unfixed human tissue..... to see the BBP training video annually.  We haven't

found a good video that addresses long term human cell cultures in research

labs and the potential harm from other contaminates.

Has anyone found a good safety video encompassing all research cell cultures

applications?  Does anyone have a specific written institutional policy for

handling human/animal tissue cultures in research labs - beyond what's in the

CDC BMBL?

Judy Pointer

EH&S

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Tel. 713 745-1423, Fax 713 745-1523

jpointer @ notes.mdacc.tmc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 18 Feb 1997 08:46:08 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 02/18/97 08:46:33 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

*** Reply to note of 02/17/97 06:00

Yes, I am very interested in your article. If you can, please send it to:

Jairo Betancourt-Office of Environmental Health & Safety-University of

Miami-(. R23)- P.O. Box 016960- Miami, Fl. 33101

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 18 Feb 1997 09:01:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chris Moore <chrism@CCOHS.CA>

Subject:      Test sites wanted - CCOHS MSDS database via Intranet

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) is pleased

to announce that a pre-release version of its MSDS database is now

available for testing on Intranets. This data sheet collection contains

over 85,000 MSDS from approximately 600 North American chemical suppliers.

There will be no charges associated with testing this pre-release version

of the database.  The final release version will be available on an annual

subscription basis.

If your organization has an Intranet and would like to test CCOHS' MSDS

database, please contact Customer Service at custserv@ccohs.ca or

1-800-668-4284 (toll-free in Canada and USA).

--------------------------------------------------------

Christopher Moore

Technical Analyst

Canadian Centre for Occupational Health & Safety (CCOHS)

250 Main St. E., Hamilton ON Canada, L8N 1H6

1-905-572-4462 (phone) 1-905-572-2206 (Fax)

chrism@ccohs.ca   http://www.ccohs.ca

--------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Tue, 18 Feb 1997 13:12:54 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

In-Reply-To:  <9702172336.AA1685@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Judy Pointer wrote:.......

>However, being both a clinical and research

>institute - we have reserved the annual Bloodborne Path training (a

clinically

>oriented video) for:

>

>1. the clinical staff  that handle unfixed human tissues, samples, fluids,

>specimens, human blood products, or other material that is "reasonably

>anticipated" to have "blood or other potentially infectious materials" in/on

>them.

>2. research staff that handle unfixed human tissues, samples, fluids,

>specimens, human blood products, or other material that is "reasonably

>anticipated" to have "blood or other potentially infectious materials" in/on

>them.

>3. research labs handling HIV &/or HVB

>

>This leaves alot of research labs out, specifically, those research labs that

>handle normal, established (or immortalized) cell cultures (human or animal),

>i.e. other material that is not "reasonably anticipated" to have "blood or

>other potentially infectious materials" in/on them.

>

It might be worthwhile to mention that ABSA requested some clarification on

this issue (cell lines and bloodborne pathogens) from OSHA. The response

letter was published in the ABSA Newsletter (December 1994) and copies of

the full correspondence are available from the ABSA office.

Bottom line:

All primary human cell explants from tissue and subsequent in vitro

passages of human tissue explant cultures (human cell strains) MUST be

regarded as containing potential bloodborne pathogens and should be handled

in accordance with the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard. Non-transformed,

human cell strains, characterized by documented, reasonable laboratory

testing (as described in the attachment in the full correspondence), to be

free of HIV, hepatitis viruses, or other bloodborne pathogens may be

exempted from the standard's requirements.

So be careful what you exempt and who gets what type of training.

Hope this helps.

Stefan

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Feb 1997 08:16:06 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sandra Filippi <sf1@PGSTUMAIL.PG.CC.MD.US>

Subject:      Drosophila standards

In-Reply-To:  <7C5CC996D3C@edv2.boku.ac.at>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Do standards exist for Drosophila sp.?  If so, who maintains the standard

stock cultures?  Please reply privately.  Thanks.

Sandra Lee Filippi, Coordinator

Laboratory Operations and Safety

Prince George's Community College

301 Largo Road

Largo, MD 20774-2199

(301) 322-0436 vox

(301) 386-7504 fax

sf1@pgstumail.pg.cc.md.us

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Feb 1997 15:46:20 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 01:12 PM 2/18/97 -0500, Stefan Wagener wrote:

>It might be worthwhile to mention that ABSA requested some clarification on

>this issue (cell lines and bloodborne pathogens) from OSHA. The response

>letter was published in the ABSA Newsletter (December 1994) and copies of

>the full correspondence are available from the ABSA office.

>

>Bottom line:

>

>All primary human cell explants from tissue and subsequent in vitro

>passages of human tissue explant cultures (human cell strains) MUST be

>regarded as containing potential bloodborne pathogens and should be handled

>in accordance with the Bloodborne Pathogens Standard. Non-transformed,

>human cell strains, characterized by documented, reasonable laboratory

>testing (as described in the attachment in the full correspondence), to be

>free of HIV, hepatitis viruses, or other bloodborne pathogens may be

>exempted from the standard's requirements.

Following up on the OSHA opinion to ABSA (which Stefan presents above, our

approach is as follows (as excerpted from our factsheet on Research with

Human Materials):

"Research utilizing established, immortalized human cell lines that are

characterized to be free of contamination from human hepatitis viruses,

human immunodeficiency viruses, and other recognized bloodborne pathogens

is exempted from compliance with the Occupational Exposure to Bloodborne

Pathogens standard.  However, documentation that the cell lines meet these

exemption requirements must be provided when registering the use of these

materials with the Committee on Biological Safety and Recombinant DNA

Review [UIUC's IBC]."

My experience is that most investigators are more willing to comply with

the BBP standard than to go to the trouble of characterizing the cell

lines.  This approach is very easy to put down on paper but, as you might

imagine, harder to physically implement.  But we do what we can with the

labs that are forthcoming with their use of cell lines.  We get a lot of

help from our animal care and use committee who forward us any protocol

where human/primate cell lines (as well as other biohazards) are being used

in an animal protocol.

For what it's worth. . .

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 10:22:24 MET-1MEST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <DOBLHOFF@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: Immortal Strains

Dear Biosafers,

As this is really in our Institutes  field of expertise I will just

come in on the discusssion a second time. Practically all comments so

far have emphasised the fact, that well characterized cell lines

should be exempt from Blood Born Pathogens regulations. But at the

same time I feel there is a certain uneasiness with this concept and

that most of the contributors would rather have more personnel  follow

the BBP regulations. So the problem remains, what are well

characterized cell lines.

Let me just give you the procedures we are currently following at our

laboratories:

) We define well characterized cell lines only when these have been

certified from a third party lab and our own test procedures that

certain viruses are n o t   d e t e c t a b l e   (let's just be carefull with

our

definitions). This is due to the fact, that we have received

contaminated cell lines from other labs frequently (allthough the

other labs were sure the cell lines where ok. because they were

originally obtained from a certified source). Major problem in this

case was the contamination with mycoplasme.

) The cell lines are only considered to be charcterized over a

certain period of handling, if this handling was done by certain

operators under Godd Manufacturing Practice  conditions

(as used for production cell lines for our in-house

GMP clinical grade material production).

)  In all other cases, e.g. routine research work, even if the cell

line was obtained from a well characterized source, contamination

due to handling errors has to be considered as potential risk.

) In both cases (GMP and routine research work) our opinion is that

special care should be taken, while handling the cell cultures. In

both cases primarily to protect the cell cultures!!! The benefit of

this extra precaution is that most protective measures will also protect

the operator.

) The bottom line of all this is, that I personally think it is a

good idea to give cell culturists a BBP training, if this training is

not a prohibitive burden on the financial and time resources. Special

measures for BBP will in many cases be identical or nearly identical

to the normal protective measures used in laboratories handling

biological material anyway.

) In my biosafety course I teach here at university and the biosafety

training I give to our cell culture operators on a regular basis,

follow these lines.  I make very sure people understand, that

handling primary cell cultures, blood or other patient/animal  samples is

a differentrisk than handling characterized cell lines, but that

following the universal laboratory (bio)safety rules is a must in

both cases. Lets keep in mind, that most problems arise due to

accidents (needle sticks, cuts, broken glass etc), problematic work

techniques (aerosol generation) and neglecting the simple hygiene

rules.

Well, I guess everybody will be on a similar line at their

institutions, but I would be interested to hear from other labs, what

their level of training and protective measures really is

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 10:31:52 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      Precautions for activities with Protozoal Parasites

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I would like to get some opinions regarding biosafety precautions for R&D

and diagnostic activities involving

- infectives stages of Trypanosoma cruzi and Leishmania mexicana

- Leptospira spp.

Do you consider BL-2 laboratories as sufficient ?

What kind of protection do you recommend for activities where there is the

likelihood of aerosol formation :

- BSC mandatory (class I or II ?)

- face shied ?

- mask + protective glasses ?

Thank you in advance

Regards

             ___________________________________________

             | BREYER Didier, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

         \     /         Ph.: 32-2-642 52 93         \      /

          \  _/          Fax: 32-2-642 52 92          \_   /

         /___/                                         \___\

         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 08:37:00 MST-0700

Reply-To:     therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      vaccum lines & turrets

We are doing remodeling of several labs.  The turrets (or handles) on

the vacuum lines are scheduled to be re-used by the contractor.  They

want them to be decontaminated prior to handling.

As I understand it these items are brass or copper with a chrome

finish.  I have no records of the work done in these labs, with

respect to the use of any infectious agents or blood borne pathogesn.

There was some history of radioisotope work prior to two years ago,

and we can survey and swipe for any radioactive contamination.

Please reply to me, therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Thanks in advance.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 10:40:00 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Mann <MANN.RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

Subject:      Allergies

I am placing this our in safety world for help  and generald discussion.

I have an animal care person who has developed allergies to mice and rats.

She is also allergic to cats.  She has several dogs at home and claims not

to be allergic to them.

To complicate the problem she is also pregnant which limits the

amount/types of medication she can take.

I have provided her with Racal Breatheasy system with hepa filters and

worklon HD-10 system clothing (coveralls, hood, high top boots)  she wears

surgical gloves at all time and when working with animals doubble gloves.

Not with standing all this she still manages to have problems and

You will now ask why not reasign?    Unfortunately this is not an option

at the present time.

Any and all suggestion are welcome.

Thanks to all in advance.

Richard Mann, D.V.M.

VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER

VA MED CTR NORTHPORT

E-MAIL  MANN,RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV

TELE:  516 261 4400 EXT 2878

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 12:02:53 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Allergies

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>I have an animal care person who has developed allergies to mice and rats.

>She is also allergic to cats.  She has several dogs at home and claims not

>to be allergic to them.

>

>I have provided her with Racal Breatheasy system with hepa filters and

>worklon HD-10 system clothing (coveralls, hood, high top boots)  she wears

>surgical gloves at all time and when working with animals doubble gloves.

>

>Not with standing all this she still manages to have problems and

>

>Richard Mann, D.V.M.

>VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER

>VA MED CTR NORTHPORT

>E-MAIL  MANN,RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV

>TELE:  516 261 4400 EXT 2878

>

1) If you haven't done it, fit test the respirator, if you have, redo it to

make sure that it is fitting as well as possible.

2) Suggest that the person shower out (esp. including hair) from the

facility as dander from the animals can be attached to the person.  If the

person is not amenable to that, a hair net should help.

3) Go from a 1/2 face to full face respirator.  Even the best fitting 1/2

face respirator will have leaks.  A full face will provide greater

protection.  The next step after that would be a positive pressure (supply

air) respirator.

4) Suggest that she speak with her allergist regarding desensitization.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 18:18:13 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THOMPSON CHRISTINA Z <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: Allergies

In-Reply-To:  <6797031@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

We do whatever we can to reassign employees with identified rodent

allergies.  No amount of PPE can totally eliminate one's exposure to

allergens in a job where they still have to handle those animals, their

bedding, and waste.  We have ventilated cages in our rodent rooms, which

greatly reduces exposure to someone who just walks into the room or down

the corridor.  However, they still do not eliminate exposure to allergens

for those employees who have to handle the animals, their cages, or waste.

It is also well-known that individual responses are extremely variable and

can depend on the type (route) of exposure.  Some people are not set off

by breathing allergens but need to have their skin abraded.  Others can be

set off by someone walking into their office after handling rabbits.  It

is also common for people to be allergic to rodents and cats, but not to

dogs.  It's all too variable to mess with, and the safest, most reasonable

course is to assign an allergic employee to another job.

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

Eli Lilly and Co.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 12:43:41 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Judy M. Pointer/MDACC"

              <Judy_M._Pointer/MDACC%MDACC@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Allergies

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain

I am placing this our in safety world for help  and generald discussion.

I have an animal care person who has developed allergies to mice and rats.

She is also allergic to cats. >>>

Two things you might consider.

First, she may be allergic to volatile emissions from the rodent's litter,

instead of particulates (dander, hair, bedding, particulate exotoxins, etc.)

This could explain why her dog doesn't bother her (presumably it

urinates/defecates outside), and why the Breath Easy isn't working.  A HEPA

filter on her breath easy would not remove a volatile component.  Some Raccals

can take a combo cartridge that would remove volatiles.  I would try a

methylamine + HEPA cartridge.  Our rodent cage cleaning staff don't wear Breath

Easy's but do wear half mask, double cartridge, respirators.  We have tried

various cartridge combinations on them.  They tell me the methylamine/HEPA

totally eliminates the urine smell.  If you can get that for her Breath Easy,

do.  The activated charcoal + HEPA would be the next best choice.

Second, she might be allergic to some component of her PPE.  We have lots of

staff with glove Latex allergy.  The corn powder inside of some gloves it what

sends others off.  I don't know what "worklon HD-10"  is made of, but there are

many synthetic components of clothing that people can be allergic to.  Check it

out.

I wouldn't waste too much time and ignore this problem, if the above fails.  I

would reassign her to a non-rodent facility position, pronto.  We had a nurse

go into anaphylactic shock last year from latex glove allergy.  Your employee's

condition makes that scenario even scarier.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Feb 1997 12:52:36 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Darlene Ward <dward@ADMIN.FSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Allergies

     Richard,

     You should look into SCBA, PAPR, or APR respirators. She will need to

     get a physical and fit-tested to determine if she can use these types

     of respirators. She is also at risk for toxoplasmosis while working

     with cats, which can be detrimental to the fetus.

     Darlene Ward

     EH&S

     dward@admin.edu.fsu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Allergies

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at Internet

Date:    2/20/97 11:48 AM

I am placing this our in safety world for help  and generald discussion.

I have an animal care person who has developed allergies to mice and rats.

She is also allergic to cats.  She has several dogs at home and claims not

to be allergic to them.

To complicate the problem she is also pregnant which limits the

amount/types of medication she can take.

I have provided her with Racal Breatheasy system with hepa filters and

worklon HD-10 system clothing (coveralls, hood, high top boots)  she wears

surgical gloves at all time and when working with animals doubble gloves.

Not with standing all this she still manages to have problems and

You will now ask why not reasign?    Unfortunately this is not an option

at the present time.

Any and all suggestion are welcome.

Thanks to all in advance.

Richard Mann, D.V.M.

VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER

VA MED CTR NORTHPORT

E-MAIL  MANN,RICHARD@NORTHPORT.VA.GOV

TELE:  516 261 4400 EXT 2878

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 21 Feb 1997 15:33:19 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      New rDNA Guidelines (NIH)

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The latest edition (1-97) of the rDNA Guidelines (NIH) is now available at

the ABSA website at:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource/Guides.html

See you at:

http://www.absa.org

:-)

Stefan

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 21 Feb 1997 16:31:17 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Call for Papers

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Papers are requested for the 40th Annual Biological Safety Conference to be

held October 19-22 in La Jolla, California. For more information please

visit the ABSA homepage at:

http://www.absa.org

Go to "What's New"

:-)

Stefan

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 21 Feb 1997 17:03:26 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Vanda Sadilek <Vanda_Sadilek.HWC@INET.HWC.CA>

Subject:      Bar Soap versus Liquid Soap

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: Text/Plain

I was at a medical clinic and noticed that there was a bar of soap by a sink

used by the medical staff of the clinic for handwashing.  I'm interested in

getting some feedback from list members regarding the practise of using bar

soap versus liquid soap for purposes of infection control.  Are there studies

or other resources that I could reference which address this issue?  Should it

even be a concern?

You can respond to me directly and I will summarize to the list if interest

warrants.

Thanks in advance.

Vanda Sadilek,  M.Sc.

Environmental Health Officer

Health Canada, OEHS

Edmonton

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 24 Feb 1997 20:16:12 MET-1MEST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <DOBLHOFF@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Laboratory acquired infections

Dear biosafety discussionist,

Good news for everybody out there involved in biosafety. How many

times have you been wondering if and where accidents involving

biological agents actually happen! Well, they doquiet frequently

and a small part of such incidences has been recorded in scientific literature.

Chris Collins -famous editor of many biosafety publications -has

updated his list of publications dealing with laboratory acquired and

other occupational infections

The bibliography can be found on the home page of the

European Federation Biotechnology Working Party for Safety in

Biotechnology

http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/efb_wp.htm

We hope you find this information useful. Chris and myself are very

keen on getting some feedback or additional sources, so do not

hesitate to email, all information will be passed on to Chris (who is

not on Email yet, unfortunately) or by mail (Chris's address is in

the WP members list)

Happy browsing

Otto

feed back

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Feb 1997 09:36:05 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <STUART@FS1.OH.MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Latex allergy in laboratory workers

Does anybody have figures for the incidence of allergic reaction to

latex gloves in (a) new recruits (b) experienced workers?

How do rates for normal and low allergen latex gloves compare?

What tests are available for screening persons at risk and for

medical monitoring of affected persons?

Stuart.Thompson'man.ac.uk

Biological Safety Officer

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

M13 9PG

England
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Date:         Tue, 25 Feb 1997 15:54:48 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      Transport of transgenic mices

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Does anybody have any information regarding the conditions in which

transgenic mices should be "packaged" for transport/shipping from one

country to another or inside a country ?

Are there any international regulations covering this topic ? (I don't

think that current regulations covering the movement of biological

materials - UPU, IATA, UN, WHO - are valid in that case)

Are there special types of cages for that purpose ?

Thank you in advance

Regards

Didier Breyer

             ___________________________________________

             | BREYER Didier, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

         \     /         Ph.: 32-2-642 52 93         \      /

          \  _/          Fax: 32-2-642 52 92          \_   /

         /___/                                         \___\

         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be
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Date:         Tue, 25 Feb 1997 14:08:28 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Transport of transgenic mice

In-Reply-To:  <l03020902af389a7ac2a7@[193.190.240.74]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 03:54 PM 2/25/97 +0200, you wrote:

>Does anybody have any information regarding the conditions in which

>transgenic mices should be "packaged" for transport/shipping from one

>country to another or inside a country ?

>

>Are there any international regulations covering this topic ? (I don't

>think that current regulations covering the movement of biological

>materials - UPU, IATA, UN, WHO - are valid in that case)

>

Depends on the mode of transportation, the type of mice and the countries

involved. For air transportation review the IATA Dangerous Goods

Regulations (38th edition, 1997) on genetically modified organisms

including animals (Section 3.6.7.2). See if they pertain to your situation.

Review the import/export regulations of the countries involved. Have the

recipient get custom clearance before you ship the animals. Follow

applicable animal welfare regulations (cages etc.).

Hope this helps.

:-)

Stefan
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Way back in late October, I requested that interested parties on BIOSAFTY

send me the resources that they reach for most often in the course of their

work.  Several folks responded (thanks!) and I promised to compile the list

and repost it here and then submit it to the ABSA Communications Committee

for hard copy and WWW distribution, if appropriate.

What follows (in two parts) is the list of materials that I received.  They

are not in any particular order, except that I tried to group book-type

references together, separate from specific journal articles, and general

publications from which biosafety info may be drawn.  The references marked

with an asterisk were cited by more than one person.

I'll leave this info out there in cyberspace for a week or so.  If you see

glaring omissions or if there are errors in the information (I mostly

copied and pasted directly from the emails that were sent to me--I did

consolidate some items when it was clear that there were updates or new

editions), please let me know.  Please respond to me directly

(lburnett@uiuc.edu) rather than to the listserver.

If you would like to receive the information in an attached form (better

for future word processing), drop me an email DIRECTLY and tell me what

encoding system your mail software uses (I'm capable of sending in MIME,

BinHex, and Uuencode).

Again, thanks to everybody who responded.

*********************************************************

Part 1

BOOKS

Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories, 3rd Edition, 1993

HHS Publication No. (CDC) 93-8395

Stock # 017-040-00523-7,  $6.00 per copy.

U.S. Government Printing Office - Phone (202) 512-2356

Superintendent of Documents

U.S. GPO, Washington, D.C. 20402

NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant DNA Molecules, January, 1996

Laboratory Safety Monograph:  Supplement to the NIH Guidelines, January, 1979

Office of Recombinant DNA Activities

National Institutes of Health, Suite 302

6000 Executive Boulevard, MSC 7052

Bethesda, MD 20892-7052

Phone:  (301) 496-9838

FAX:  (301) 496-9839

*Laboratory Biosafety Guidelines, Canada (1996)

Office of Biosafety

Laboratory Centre for Disease Control

Health and Welfare Canada

Ottawa, Ontario

K1A OL2

Telephone:  (613) 957-1779

Single copies are free

*World Health Organization.  Laboratory Biosafety Manual,. 2nd Edition, 1993

Geneva, Switzerland

Canadian Distributors:

Canadian Public Health Association

1565 Carling Avenue, Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 8R1

Telephone:  (613) 725-3769

*Laboratory Safety:  Principles and Practices, 2nd Edition, 1995

Diane Fleming, John Richardson, Jerry Tulis, and Donal Vesley

Cost:  $49.00

Telephone:  1-800-546-2416

FAX:  (703)-689-0660

American Society for Microbiology

1325 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20005

*Biosafety Reference Manual, 2nd Edition, 1995

American Industrial Hygiene Association

2700 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 250

Fairfax, VA 22031

*Biosafety in the Laboratory, Prudent Practices for the Handling and

Disposal of Infectious Materials, 1990

National Research Council

National Academy Press

2101 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20418

NSF 49:  Standard for Class II Biohazard Cabinetry

National Sanitation Foundation

NSF International

3475 Plymouth Road

Ann Arbor, Michigan 48105

Phone:  (313) 769-8010

FAX:  (313) 769-0109

The Merck Manual  Fifteenth Ed

Merck Sharp & Doehme Research Laboratories

Merck & Co., Inc. Rahway NJ; 1987

The Merck Veterinary Manual 6th Ed

Merck & Co., Inc.

Rahway NJ; 1986

Guide for the Care & Use of Research Animals

National Academy Press; Washington DC 1996

*Primary Containment for biohazards: selection, installation and use of

biological safety cabinets

Jonathan V. Richmond, Ph.D. & Robert W. McKinny, ed.

CDC/NIH US GPO, Washington: 1995

Hull, Roger; Brown, Fred; Payne, Chris

Virology.  Directory & Dictionary of animal, bacterial and plant viruses

Stockton Press New York, NY

O'Leary, William.  Practical handbook of microbiology.

CRC Press Boca Raton; 1989

Prudent Practices in the Laboratory

National Research Council.  Nat'l Academy Press Washington DC; 1995

Virology Vol 1 & 2

Bernard Fields & David M. Knipe eds.

Raven Press, NY; 1990

*Control of Communicable Diseases Manual, 16th edition, Benenson, Abram S.

1995, American Public Health Association, 1015 Fifteenth Street, NW,

Washington, D.C. 20005.

Containment Standards for Veterinary Facilities. 1996. ed., M. Best. Animal

& Plant Health Directorate, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada. Publication

No. 1921/E.

Agents for inactivating viruses, in spanish, Agentes inactivantes de virus,

Microbiologia biomedica, Basualdo J, Coto C, de Torres R.,

Atlante Ed,1996. ISBN 950'9539'30'9.

Introduction to Sterilization and disinfection. Longman Group Limited

Ed,1986.

Zoonoses and Communicable Diseases Common to Man and Animals, 2nd

Edition, Scientific Publication No. 503, Pan American Health Organization,

P.N. Acha, and B. Szyfres.

Collins, C.H., Laboratory-Acquired Infections, History, incidence,

causes and prevention, 2nd Edition, Butterworths, London, 1988  ISBN

0-407-00218-9

Canadian Council on Animal Care, Guide to the Care and Use of

Experimental Animals, Volume 2,  ISBN 0-919087-08-6

Obtain from:  Canadian Council on Animal Care, 1105 - 151 Slater Street,

Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 5H3

Liberman, D.F., Biohazards Management Handbook, 2nd Edition, Marcel

Dekker, Inc., New York, 1995.  ISBN 0-8247-8995-4

Mayhall, C.G., Hospital Epidemiology and Infection Control, Williams and

Wilkins, Baltimore, 1996.  ISBN 0-683-05660-3

**************************************************************

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Part 2:  see Part 1 email for introductory info.

******************************

BOOKS, continued

*Block, S.S., Disinfection, Sterilization, and Preservation, 4th Edition,

Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1991.  ISBN 0-8121-1364-0

Rayburn, S.R., The Foundations of Laboratory Safety, A Guide for the

Biomedical Laboratory, Springer-Verlag, New York,  1990.  ISBN 0-387-97125-4

Watson, J.D. et. al., Recombinant DNA, 2nd Edition, Scientific American

Books, W.H. Freeman and Company, New York, 1992.  ISBN  0 -7167-2282--8

paperback

*Murray, P.R. et. al., Manual of Clinical Microbiology, 6th Edition, ASM

Press, Washington, D.C., 1995.  ISBN  1-55581-086-1

Encyclopedia of Virology edited by Robert G. Webster and Allan Granoff;

Academic Press, 1994. (A 3 volume set).

*Bergey's Manual of Systematic Bacteriology, John G. Holt ed. in chief,

Williams & Wilkins, 1984 - 1989 (Vol. 1 - 4).

Standard Methods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater, Andrew D.

Eaton, Lenore S. Clesceri and Arnold E. Greenberg editors, American Public

Health Association, 1995

General and Applied Toxicology, Bryan Ballantyne, Timothy Marrs and Paul

Turner editors, M Stockton Press, 1993 (vol. 1 & 2).

"Bioprocessing Safety: Worker and Community Safety and Health Considerations"

1990. Warren C. Hyer, Jr., ed. American Society for Testing and Materials,

Philadelphia, PA.

All the standards below are published by:

Standards Australia

1 The Crescent

Homebush NSW 2140

Australia.

        Australian/New Zealand Standard AS/NZS 2243.3 -1995. Safety in

Laboratories. Part 3 Microbiology.

        Australian Standard AS2982-1987. Laboratory construction.

        Australian Standard AS2252.1-1994. Biological safety cabinets (Class I)

for personnel protection.

        Australian Standard AS2252.2-1994. Laminar flow biological safety cabinets

(Class II) for personnel and product protection.

        Australian Standard AS2647-1994. Biological Safety Cabinets - installation

and use.

        Australian Standard AS1715-1994. Selection, use and maintenance of

respiratory protective devices.

Introduction to sterilization, disinfection & Infection Control. 2nd

edition. Joan F Gardiner & Margaret M. Peel. Churchill Livingstone, 1991.

Guidelines for Small Scale Genetic Manipulation Work. Genetic Manipulation

Advisory Committee. GPO Box 2183 Canberra ACT 2601 Australia. April 1995.

*Principles and Practices of Infectious Disease, 1995. edited by Mandell,

Bennett, Dolin. 4th Edition. Churchill Livingstone Inc., 1560 Broadway, New

York, NY  10036

American Biological Safety Association Training Guide "a readily accessible

desktop reference for use in selecting topically appropriate training

materials; 600 entries from over 130 sources"; available from the ABSA

office, 1202 Allanson Road, Mundelein, IL, 60060; 847-949-1517. $7.50 for

members; $10 for non-members.

Dillon, H.K, P.A. Heinsohn, J.D. Miller. 1996.  Field Guide for the

Determination of Biological Contaminants in Environmental Samples.

American Industrial Hygiene Association, 2700 Prosperity Avenue, Suite 250,

Fairfax, Virginia 22031.

Cutting Edge, A History of Fort Detrick, 1943-1993, free upon request from

Public Affairs Office (HSHD-PA), Headquarters, U.S. Army Garrison, Fort

Detrick, MD 21702-5000.

SPECIFIC ARTICLES

*"What is the Risk of Acquiring Hepatitis C for Health-Care Workers and

What are the Recommendations for Prophylaxis and Follow-up after

Occupational Exposure to Hepatitis C Virus", published in Hepatitis

Surveillance Report No.56 (April 1996, pp.3-6) Available from CDC Hepatitis

Surveillance Branch at 404-639-3048.

*Ozanne, G. 1993. "Influence of Packaging and Processing Conditions on the

Decontamination of Laboratory Biomedical Waste by Steam Sterilization".

Applied Env. Microbiol.59:4335-4337.

PUBLICATIONS WITH POTENTIALLY HELPFUL INFO:

Lab Animal., P.O. Box 5054, Brentwood, TN 37024-5054. $95/year

American Clinical Laboratory, Box 3221, Lowell, MA 01853-9893.  Free

(product catalog mostly)

American Laboratory, Box 3220, Lowell, MA 01853-9894. Free (product catalog

mostly)

The Journal of NIH Research, 1441 I Street NW Suite 1000, Washington, DC

20005, 202-795-5333. $79/year

ASM News, American Society for Microbiology, 1325 Massachusetts Ave, NW,

Washington, DC 20005-4171, free with membership, $37/year non-member.

Advances in Exposure Prevention: A publication for the prevention of

occupational transmission of bloodborne pathogens.  International Health

Care Worker Safety Center, Box 407, Health Sciences Center, University of

Virginia, Charlottesville, VA 22908 804-982-3763. $65/year.

Science, American Association for the Advancement of Science, PO Box 1810,

Danbury CT (subscription address). $105/year.

************************************************

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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At 03:54 PM 2/25/97 +0200, you wrote:

>Does anybody have any information regarding the conditions in which

>transgenic mices should be "packaged" for transport/shipping from one

>country to another or inside a country ?

>

>Are there any international regulations covering this topic ? (I don't

>think that current regulations covering the movement of biological

>materials - UPU, IATA, UN, WHO - are valid in that case)

>

>Are there special types of cages for that purpose ?

>

>Thank you in advance

>

>Regards

>

>Didier Breyer

>

In Australia, guidelines for genetic manipulation work are published by

Genetic Manipulation Advisory Committee. GPO Box 2183 Canberra ACT. 2601.

The following extract from the Guidelines for Small Scale Genetic

Manipulation Work may be useful to you.

" 4.2 Transport of Transgenic Animals

4.2.1 With regard to the transport arrangements for transgenic animals, two

principles are paramount:

        -the need to prevent the animals from escaping, especially with

regard to reasonable contingencies such as accidents en route, so that they

will not interbreed with feral populations;

        -the need to ensure that the animals are properly identified and

duly arrive at the intended destination, and to ensure that a competent

biologist with some experience in handling transgenic animals takes delivery

of them.

        Accounting procedures shall be in place to ensure that all animals

sent are delivered.

4.2.2 The IBC [Institutional Biosafety Committee] may institute whatever

procedures or rules it considers appropriate to meet these conditions. It

may be necessary for the IBC to inspect the arrangements for transport to

satisfy itself that the above principles are adhered to and that any

additional conditions which the IBC considers appropriate are met(See also

Appendix 5.16)[Design of Animal Facilities].

4.2.3 It may be helpful to contact the Director of the Animal Recourses

Centre for the purchase of animal boxes approved by the airlines for the

transport of specific pathogen-free animals by air. These may be adapted for

specific needs. the address is as follows

The Director

Animal Resources Centre

PO Box 1180

Canning Vale WA 6155 "

Importation of genetically manipulated organisms or material is also covered

at 4.6. but (obviously) pertain to Australian regulations.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Any opinions contained in this email message are personal and do not

necessarily reflect the view of AAHL or CSIRO.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Peter Le Blanc Smith                            pmlbs@aahl.dah.csiro.au

Biocontainment Microbiologist

Australian Animal Health Laboratory             Ph:  (03)  5227 5000

Private Mail Bag 24                             Int: +61 3 5227 5000

Geelong Vic 3213                                Fax: (03)  5227 5555

Australia                                       Int: +61 3 5227 5555

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Guidelines regarding the transport of transgenic mice:

Live Animal regulations (IATA)

The UFAW Handbook on the Care and Management of Laboratory Animals (UFAW, UK)

Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals (ILAR, USA)

Standards Relating to the Care and Management of Experimental Animals

(Prime Ministers Office, Japan)

International Guiding Principles for Biomedical Research Involving Animals

(CIOMS)

WHO/ICLAS Guidelines for the Establishment of Animal Colonies and Use of

Laboratory Animals (WHO)

as listed in:

Ghendon, Y. and P.H. Lambert, 1996. Safety requirements for maintenance and

distribution of transgenic mice susceptible to human viruses. Current Top.

Microbiol. Immunol. 206:327-40

Hope this helps.

Stefan
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A new proposed action by NIH on recombinant DNA (February 14, 1997) has

been posted at the ABSA website:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource/Regs.html

Stefan

http://www.absa.org
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<fontfamily><param>Arial</param><color><param>0000,8080,0000</param><bigger>=

The

Laboratory Safety Listings are a compilation of the most recent journal

publications (references) dealing with all aspects of biological safety,

containment and research. It is published quarterly by Health Canada

(Biosafety Office) and thanks to Mary Ellen Kennedy is now reprinted on

the ABSA website at:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource.html

Stefan

(http://www.absa.org)

=A0</bigger></color></fontfamily>
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I have a Vet that is asking for decontamination procedures for a rodent

room.  He is currently requesting decontamination by formalin gas.....  I

don't think I need to discuss all my concerns associated with doing it that

way.  The problem is this.  They have had a pin worm outbreak and do not

want it to spread.  The room is a BLS2 animal room.  It has ALOT of

electronic equipment in the room.  I asked about moving the equipment to an

area that is set up for this and was told that it really was not an

option...  Does anyone else have suggestions for alternative methods for

room decon other than formalin gas?

Thanks,

Patty Olinger

Research Safety

Pharmacia & Upjohn, Inc.

PLOLINGE@AM.PNU.COM
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The three documented gaseous decontamination methods are: formaldehyde gas

(generated via formalin or paraformaldehyde), ozone and vaporized hydrogen

peroxide.   Formaldehyde is the reacts the least with other materials.  Both

ozone and H2O2 will attack various rubber materials.  Does the researcher

have a reason why s/he thinks that the whole room may be contaminated?  If

not then perhaps autoclaving the cages and hosing the surfaces down (after

covering the equipment that you don't want to wet) with 0.5% sodium

hypochlorite  will be sufficient to get rid of the eggs.

At 03:33 PM 2/26/97 -0500, you wrote:

>I have a Vet that is asking for decontamination procedures for a rodent

>room.  He is currently requesting decontamination by formalin gas.....

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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I was wondering if anyone knows what hazards (i.e., pathogens, etc.) are =

associated with bird feces, possible human health effects, acceptable =

remediation methods, and technologies (other than cats) for keeping =

birds away.  Any help would be appreciated.  Thanks.

Dennis Hays
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From:         Michael Hanna <mhanna@UMICH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces

I researched and compiled information for a written risk assessment for

pigeon feces deposits and remediation a few years back.  We still use it on

occasion, and I can make it available to you if you supply fax #.  Much of

the ref. material was generated by DOD.  mgh

***********************************

M.Hanna

UM-OSEH-B&LS

Ph. 313-763-6973

-------------

Original Text

From Dennis Hays <dbhays@USAOR.NET>, on 2/27/97 6:45 AM:

I was wondering if anyone knows what hazards (i.e., pathogens, etc.) are =

associated with bird feces, possible human health effects, acceptable =

remediation methods, and technologies (other than cats) for keeping =

birds away.  Any help would be appreciated.  Thanks.

Dennis Hays
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We have used the formaldehyde gas fumigation in the past (paraformaldehyde

generated and ammonium bicarbonate neutralized).  The rooms were 100%

exhausted (no return) so that helped us to feel more comfortable.  We did

the operation after hours.  We monitored for formaldehyde outside of the

lab (hallways, adjacent labs, upstairs, downstairs) during the fumigation.

We did not (and I wish we had) set up monitoors inside the room along with

spore strips to show that the fumigation was effective.

We had to refumigate a room because of the lack of positive controls, and

this time we tried the Clidox fogger.  This sprayed a weak bleach solution

EVERYWHERE!  It made a heck of a mess, but was effective (killed the

positive control organisms).  It was easy to monitor because it has a

smell, but required suiting up to enter the room.  We could neutralize the

formaldehyde and allow that to work overnight (8 hours) before suiting up

to tear down the plastic so the room could air wash.

Filling a room with a poisonous atmosphere is a scary thing.  I like the

formaldehyde more than the bleach mostly because you don't need to enter

the room while it is still poisonous, less mess, and (as Richie pointed

out) it reacts with fewer objects in the room.

Francis

"A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject."

-W. Churchill

Francis Churchill

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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>I was wondering if anyone knows what hazards (i.e., pathogens, etc.) are

associated with bird feces, possible human health effects, acceptable

remediation methods, and technologies (other than cats) for keeping birds

away.

>Dennis Hays

At an ACGIH Applied Bioaerosols Workshop I attended in San Diego a couple

weeks ago, one of the faculty circulated a draft copy of a NIOSH booklet,

"Histoplasmosis:  Work Practices and Personal Protective Equipment

Selection for Workers at Risk of Exposure to _Histoplasma capsulatum_".

The draft was circulated to see if it would be useful and if questions

about histoplasmosis are answered.  I haven't had a chance to do more than

thumb through, but it looks fairly complete to me.  It is written for

"workers, project supervisors, and safety and health professionals who may

be involved with activities where disturbances of potentially contaminated

material might occur.  Examples include disturbance of soil at a bird roost

or in a poultry house, excavation in an area endemic for _H. capsulatum_,

or removal of an accumulation of bat or bird manure from a building."

There is an extensive bibliography as well.

I don't know if Steve will release any more of the draft version but you

might request a copy of the document from:

Steve Lenhart

NIOSH/DSHEFS

4676 Columbia Parkway, R-11

Cincinatti, OH  45226

513-841-4374 (phone)

513-458-7147 (fax)

swll@cdc.gov (email)

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 27 Feb 1997 10:36:00 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Rozak, Jeffry E. AP" <Rozakje@PRDAPP01.PRDAP.MSMAIL.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Air Shower Safety Issues?

Greetings.  Our facility is looking at installing an air shower for

cleansing workers entering and exiting a research area.  The design and

operations are quite interesting and it is hard envisioning hazards

associated with entering and exiting via this shower.  Does anyone know

where safety and/or safe operating procedures can be found for

individuals using such equipment.  What is the opinions of the personnel

with first hand experience?  Any help would be appreciated.   Thanks.

Jeffry Rozak

Abbott Laboratories
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Deborah E. Wilson Dr.PH, Chief OSHB" <dew@HELIX.NIH.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Air Shower Safety Issues?
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Jeffry:  Why do you believe you need this device?  What is it's intended

purpose? What type of laboratory would use this device?  Please provide your

direct e-mail address and we will be glad to provide assistance.

>Greetings.  Our facility is looking at installing an air shower for

>cleansing workers entering and exiting a research area.  The design and

>operations are quite interesting and it is hard envisioning hazards

>associated with entering and exiting via this shower.  Does anyone know

>where safety and/or safe operating procedures can be found for

>individuals using such equipment.  What is the opinions of the personnel

>with first hand experience?  Any help would be appreciated.   Thanks.

>

>

>Jeffry Rozak

>Abbott Laboratories

>

>

Deborah E. Wilson. DrPH

Chief, Occupational Safety and Health Branch

Division of Safety

National Institutes of Health

Bethesda, MD 20892

Telephone:  301 496-2960

Facsimile:  301 402-0313

E-mail:  dew@helix.nih.gov
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Date:         Thu, 27 Feb 1997 12:34:23 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces

Mime-Version: 1.0
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At 06:45 AM 2/27/97 -0500, you wrote:

>I was wondering if anyone knows what hazards (i.e., pathogens, etc.) are

associated with bird feces, possible human health effects, acceptable

remediation methods, and technologies (other than cats) for keeping birds

away.  Any help would be appreciated.  Thanks.

>

>Dennis Hays

Two books to seek are:Health Hazards from Pigeons, Starlings and English

Sparrows by Walter J. Weber, Thomson Pulications, Fresno, CA, 1979 and Bird

Control in Food Plants - It's a Flying Shame!, F.J. Baur & W.B. Jackson

editors, The Amer. Assoc. of Cereal Chemists, St. Paul, MN, 1982.

Pathogens that may be present: Campylobacter, Salmonella, Shigella,

Chylamydia, Cryptococcus, Candida, various parasites.  Makes you want to

cozy up to our feathery friends.

Screens are the best defense against avian intrusion.  Where do you want to

keep the birds away?  Inside, outside?  Owl statutes, noise, lights have

limit effectiveness.  Sticky (tangle foot) coatings and barbs work until

they get covered with dirt.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces
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You may want to add toxiplasmosis to the list.

At 12:34 PM 2/27/97 -0500, you wrote:

>At 06:45 AM 2/27/97 -0500, you wrote:

>>I was wondering if anyone knows what hazards (i.e., pathogens, etc.) are

>associated with bird feces, possible human health effects, acceptable

>remediation methods, and technologies (other than cats) for keeping birds

>away.  Any help would be appreciated.  Thanks.

>>

>>Dennis Hays

>

>Two books to seek are:Health Hazards from Pigeons, Starlings and English

>Sparrows by Walter J. Weber, Thomson Pulications, Fresno, CA, 1979 and Bird

>Control in Food Plants - It's a Flying Shame!, F.J. Baur & W.B. Jackson

>editors, The Amer. Assoc. of Cereal Chemists, St. Paul, MN, 1982.

>

>Pathogens that may be present: Campylobacter, Salmonella, Shigella,

>Chylamydia, Cryptococcus, Candida, various parasites.  Makes you want to

>cozy up to our feathery friends.

>

>Screens are the best defense against avian intrusion.  Where do you want to

>keep the birds away?  Inside, outside?  Owl statutes, noise, lights have

>limit effectiveness.  Sticky (tangle foot) coatings and barbs work until

>they get covered with dirt.

>

>Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>rfink@mit.edu

>

>

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:21 PM 2/27/97 EST, Nicole Bernholc wrote:

>You may want to add toxiplasmosis to the list.

-----------------------

Having just been through a big to-do with folks on my campus regarding

toxoplasmosis and birds, I need to take exception to the suggestion to add

this to the list.  Yes, birds may be infected with toxo but they are not

capable of transmitting it unless they are eaten raw or undercooked.  I

quote from Benenson's 1990 Control of Communicable Diseases in Man:

"Reservoir--The definitive hosts of  _T. gondii_ are cats and other

felines, which acquire infection mainly from eating infected mammals

(especially rodents) or birds and rarely as a feces-borne infection from

other cats.  Only felines harbor the parasite in the intestinal tract where

the sexual stage of the life cycle takes place, with excretion of oocysts

in feces for 10-20 days or, rarely, longer.

The intermediate hosts of these 2-host coccidia are sheeps, goats, rodents,

swine, cattle, chickens, and birds; all may carry an infective stage

(cystozoite or bradyzoite) of  _T. gondii_ encysted in tissue, especially

muscle and brain.  Tissue cysts remain viable for long periods, perhaps the

life of the animal."

I've had workers who have a positive serology for toxoplasmosis,

potentially acquired years ago in an asymptomatic infection, claim that

they were infected by pigeon droppings.  Unfortunately it was their

physicians who suggested the connection.

Comments?

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Hubert B Olipares <olipares@HAWAII.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces

In-Reply-To:  <vines.tqW7+32M3nA@bfmailer.bf.umich.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Here in the tropics we have alot of problems with bird mites and other

ectoparasites.

Hubert B. Olipares

Biological Safety Officer

University of Hawaii

2040 East-West Road

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-

Telephone: 808-956-3197 Fax: 808-956-3205  E-Mail: olipares@hawaii.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THOMPSON CHRISTINA Z <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.32.19970227132921.0059bae0@speedy.ehs.uiuc.edu>
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I wonder how many of the people who are seropositive for Toxoplasma have

cats.  :-)  Cats are the definitive host, and Toxoplasma is a worldwide

zoonosis involving all orders of mammals.

Like LouAnn, I have never heard toxoplasmosis being named along with

diseases transmitted by birds.

Chris Thompson
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces
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Sorry guys,, I meant histoplasmosis (histoplasma capsulatum).  I sit corrected.

At 12:54 PM 2/28/97 +0000, you wrote:

>I wonder how many of the people who are seropositive for Toxoplasma have

>cats.  :-)  Cats are the definitive host, and Toxoplasma is a worldwide

>zoonosis involving all orders of mammals.

>

>Like LouAnn, I have never heard toxoplasmosis being named along with

>diseases transmitted by birds.

>

>Chris Thompson

>

>

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Meechan <paul_meechan@MERCK.COM>
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Some reseachers here are thinking of using vaccinia-derived vectors in

their laboratories.  The CDC (in the BMBL) recommends vaccination of

workers handling the vectors.  Since there is an appreciable risk from

the vaccine, how do other groups inform their staffs of the risks vs.

benefits of the vaccine?  How strongly do you recommend the vaccine to

your staff?

Thanks for your responses.

Paul Meechan

Biological Safety Manager, West Point

Merck & Co., Inc.
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From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>
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>Some reseachers here are thinking of using vaccinia-derived vectors in

>their laboratories.  The CDC (in the BMBL) recommends vaccination of

>workers handling the vectors.  Since there is an appreciable risk from

>the vaccine, how do other groups inform their staffs of the risks vs.

>benefits of the vaccine?  How strongly do you recommend the vaccine to

>your staff?

>Thanks for your responses.

>Paul Meechan

>Biological Safety Manager, West Point

>Merck & Co., Inc.

Paul:  I have an interesting story along the lines of your question.

Two years ago, a new PI wanted to work with vaccinia virus and so we looked

into the immunization thing.  The *PI* said nobody wanted the shots, and he

downplayed the risk of his work and the hazards present.  Just to be safe

(CYA/liability safe, that is), we required a signed declination of a no

charge offer of immunization, from each affected lab employee.  Curiously,

all the *employees* opted to take the vaccine.  Go figger.

Anyway, obtaining the vaccine proved to be about as easy as making a blind

call to USEPA in Washington.  And then we had to find a physician willing

to administer the vaccine under the rather prescriptive and onerous

conditions set forth by CDC.  Communication of the risk of the immunization

is automatic, in writing, once you agree to the conditions set forth for

receipt of the vaccine.

Give me a call and I'll be happy to discuss this with you further should

you desire to pursue the vaccinations.

USPS:  Tim Ryan, CIH, CSP

       Director/Risk Manager - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       University of Houston

       EPSD-1852

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Office: (713) 743-5858  Mobile: (713) 907-5196

FAX:    (713) 743-5859  Pager:  (713) 971-0728

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/administration/epsd.html

___________________________________________________________________

              == "de gustibus non est disputandum" ==
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Date:         Fri, 28 Feb 1997 12:27:08 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces
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At 10:36 AM 2/27/97 -1000, you wrote:

>Here in the tropics we have alot of problems with bird mites and other

>ectoparasites.

>

>

>Hubert B. Olipares

>Biological Safety Officer

>University of Hawaii

Regretfully bird mites are not restricted to the tropics.  Here in New

England we have had problems of bird mites entering occupied spaces and

snacking on people.

On a different note, wouldn't the U. Hawaii like to host an annual ABSA

meeting?  Would love to have an expense paid trip to Hawaii. <vbg>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Fri, 28 Feb 1997 13:21:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help with Bird Feces
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At 09:34 AM 2/28/97 EST, you wrote:

>Sorry guys,, I meant histoplasmosis (histoplasma capsulatum).  I sit corrected.

>

There is some debate whether histo is in the feces or whether the feces act

as fertilizer for existing histo in the soil resulting in a bloom.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johns, Sue" <johnss@WIPP.CARLSBAD.NM.US>

Subject:      Report Provides Training and Guidelines for Audiovisual Record

              Keeping
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A copy of the 45-page Audiovisual Record Keeping Handbook from the

U. S. Department of Energy's Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) is

available to you at no cost.  This training book was designed as an

Audiovisual Records Keeping Handbook to facilitate compliance with

federal laws and regulations.  The handbook sets forth a step-by-step

approach to managing records.

Although this is a WIPP-specific course book, the instructional material

is intended to be used by audiovisual managers, employees, and record

coordinators.  This Audiovisual Records Handbook explains how to:

*       Inventory records

*       Caption and label records

*       Complete a records inventory and disposition schedule

*       Store and preserve

Permission can be obtained to reproduce the handbook and/or modify it

for organizational use through the DOE's Technology Transfer Program.

For a free copy of the Audiovisual Record Keeping Handbook , e-mail your

mailing address to Sue Johns at Johnss@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, or call

Frank Burchardt at 1-800-336-9477.
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Date:         Tue, 4 Mar 1997 10:15:29 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <STUART@FS1.OH.MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Cryptococcus neoformans, var neoformans

Has anyone got standard operating procedures for work with this

organism (maximum volume 3 litres), including special emergency

clean-up procedures in case of spillages? Contact E-mail addresses

for your co-workers who use this organism would be appreiciated.

Thank you

Stuart.Thompson@man.ac.uk
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Date:         Wed, 5 Mar 1997 14:44:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: HEPA and carbon filter disposal

How should HEPA filters from biological safety cabinets be disposed after

decontamination - as regulated medical waste, hazardous waste, or solid?

How should carbon filters from fume hoods be handled?

Thank you for any recommendations.

EKrisiunas@aol.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: HEPA and carbon filter disposal

Mime-Version: 1.0
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At 02:44 PM 3/5/97 -0500, you wrote:

>How should HEPA filters from biological safety cabinets be disposed after

>decontamination - as regulated medical waste, hazardous waste, or solid?

>

>How should carbon filters from fume hoods be handled?

>

>Thank you for any recommendations.

>

>EKrisiunas@aol.com

>

I would think that one would have to look at the procedures down in the

hoods and decide on a case by case basis.  A BSC used just for tissue

culture with no pathogenic agents - the HEPA would be solid waste.  A BSC

used for TB work - medical waste.  A charcoal used in I125 work -

radioactive.  And so on.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Eagleson Institure <eagleson@IME.NET>

Subject:      Re: Training for physical plant personnel
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Dear Dr. Mispagel:

I would like to let you know about two seminars that are being held on May

2-3, 1997 at GlaxoWellcome, Research Triangle Park, NC.  These seminars are

a joint offering between the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)

and the Eagleson Institute.  One of the seminars that I think you may be

particularly interested in is "Design, Construction & Operation of a BL3

Laboratory.  The description and topics listed below come from the mailing

piece that we sent out.

This two day course will present various strategies for the design and

operation of containment laboratories assigned a biosafety level 3 in

accordance with the USDA-ARS and CDC-NIH standards.  Instructors will use

examples from their experiences to illustrate the topics.  Participants

will gain knowledge on design and operation criteria, and will learn the

skills necessary to communicate with others on construction issues and

biosafety practices.  Each day will conclude with an activity where

participants can apply what they have learned.

Overview of BL3 Laboratories

Laboratory Planning & Layout

Mechanical & Electrical Design Considerations

Facility Maintenance Issues

BL3 Operating Procedures

Sterilization & Waste Management Practices

Laboratory & Equipment Certification

Emergency Procedures

Occupational Health Services

Activities

The Instructors for this seminar are: Karen Byers, M.S., Biosafety Officer,

Dana Farber Cancer Institute, Boston, MA and Paul E. Langevin, P.E.  Senior

Project Manager, Federal Laboratories, Winnepeg, Canada.  They will be

joined by special guest presenters.

If you find that you are interested in receiving more information you can

call the Institute at (207) 490 -1076, fax (207) 324-3869 or email us at

eagleson@ime.net

Sincerely,

Leslie MacKay

Program Coordinator

Eagleson Institute

> From: Michael Mispagel <MISPAGEL.M@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

> To: Multiple recipients of list BIOSAFTY <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

> Subject: Training for physical plant personnel

> Date: Friday, January 31, 1997 3:16 PM

>

> We are currently constructing a new BSL3 facility at The

> Univ. of Georgia.  I would like to know if anybody has any

> formal training programs, i.e. videos, checklists, SOPs, etc.,

> for your mechanical personnel who handle your physical plant such as

> maintenance on HVAC, plumbing, HEPA changeout, water

> treatment plants, etc.

>

> Thanks,

>

> Mike

> -----------------------------------------------------------

>

> Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

> Quality Assurance Manager

> University of Georgia

> College of Veterinary Medicine

> Athens GA 30602-7371

> (706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

> MISPAGEL.M@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

>

> -----------------------------------------------------------
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: HEPA and carbon filter disposal

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Richard Fink wrote:

>

> At 02:44 PM 3/5/97 -0500, you wrote:

> >How should HEPA filters from biological safety cabinets be disposed after

> >decontamination - as regulated medical waste, hazardous waste, or solid?

> >

> >How should carbon filters from fume hoods be handled?

> >

> >Thank you for any recommendations.

> >

> >EKrisiunas@aol.com

> >

>

> I would think that one would have to look at the procedures down in the

> hoods and decide on a case by case basis.  A BSC used just for tissue

> culture with no pathogenic agents - the HEPA would be solid waste.  A BSC

> used for TB work - medical waste.  A charcoal used in I125 work -

> radioactive.  And so on.

>

> Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

> rfink@mit.edu

Wouldn't any HEPA coming out of a BSC been deconned?? (I certainly hope

so.) In that case it would seem that it too would be "solid waste" as it

has been "treated".
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Eagleson Institure <eagleson@IME.NET>

Subject:      Re: Training for health and safety professionals
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You may have noticed that by accident we sent a personal note to the entire

biosafety discussion list.  We apologize!!  However, this is probably a

good time to notify all of you about some exciting Eagleson Institute

courses coming up in May.

May 2-3   ABSA/Eagleson Spring Seminar Series

           Hosted by GlaxoWellcome RTP, NC

           1. New Technologies in Biomedical Research:  Risk Assessment &

                Safety Considerations

            2. Design, Construction and Operation of a BL3 Laboratory

             On May 1 there are free tours of GlaxoWellcome's Fermentation

Facility,

                 North Carolina State's Animal Facility and a BL3 lab at

Duke University.

May 22-23    Biosafety in Biotechnology

                Hosted by Merck & Co.  West Point, PA

                    Instructors:  Joseph Van Houten, Ph.D.; Diane Fleming,

Ph.D;

                    Antonio Moreira, Ph.D.

May 5-6         HVAC Systems & Laboratory Design

May 7-8          Safety Cabinet Technology

May 9            Introduction to Certification Workshop

                 These programs take place at the Eagleson Institute's training

facility

                     in Sanford, ME

Please call (207) 490-1076 or email eagleson@ime.net for details on all the

above programs.

Mary Ann Sondrini & Leslie MacKay

>

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <Stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      see URL: HEPA filter disposal

Mime-Version: 1.0
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For your information:

--------------------

Title: How do I dispose of a used HEPA filter?

A one page flyer published by ENV Services, Inc. (Phone: 1-800-345-6094)

In Volume 1 Issue 2; Clearing the Air; Published for Users of Biological

Safety Cabinets and Laminar Flow Equipment; Spring 1996

It's on the web:

http://www.pond.com/~envservs/newsltr.htm#spring

---------------------

Hope this helps.

Stefan
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Date:         Thu, 6 Mar 1997 14:41:41 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chris Moore <chrism@CCOHS.CA>

Subject:      2nd Edition of Internet publication available

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The Canadian Centre for Occupational Health and Safety (CCOHS) has just

published a revised edition of its printed publication, "Using the Internet

to Access Health and Safety Resources".  This publication shows readers how

to join health and safety mailing lists and newsgroups; search for and

download documents, software and multimedia resources; connect to online

library catalogues; and access health and safety resources on thousands of

World Wide Web sites.

If you would like more details, please feel free to read about it on CCOHS'

web site at http://www.ccohs.ca/products/publications/intpub.html or

contact CCOHS' Customer Service at:

Phone:  1-800-668-4284 (toll-free in Canada and USA)

        1-905-570-8094

Fax:    1-905-572-2206

E-mail: custserv@ccohs.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Mar 1997 15:18:20 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michelle DeStefano <destefam@CNYRC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: see URL: HEPA filter disposal

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 12:18 PM 3/6/97 -0500, you wrote:

>For your information:

>--------------------

>Title: How do I dispose of a used HEPA filter?

>

>A one page flyer published by ENV Services, Inc. (Phone: 1-800-345-6094)

>

>In Volume 1 Issue 2; Clearing the Air; Published for Users of Biological

>Safety Cabinets and Laminar Flow Equipment; Spring 1996

>

>It's on the web:

>

>http://www.pond.com/~envservs/newsltr.htm#spring

>

>

>---------------------

>Hope this helps.

>

>Stefan

>

>According to the CDC publication, "Primary Containment for Biohazards:

Selection, Installation and Use of Biological Safety Cabinets" 1995 pg. 27

"Filters must be decontaminated before removal" and proceeds to detail

formaldehyde decontamination.  Working in a BSL-3 lab I can verify that our

filters are decontaminated before they are changed.

Hope this helps!

Michelle

Michelle DeStefano

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Mar 1997 15:48:45 +500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         gillian norton <Gil@OHS.UWO.CA>

Organization: OHS, U. of Western Ontario

Subject:      PEP for HTLV I exposures

Does anyone have in place Post Exposure Procedures for HTLV I and

HTLV II? I have the CDC recommendations for PEP for HIV and am

wondering if it would be the same for HTLV but can't find any

references for these viruses specifically. Has CDC made any

recommnendations? Any advise is welcome!

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Mar 1997 14:45:45 -0800

Reply-To:     Melinda Young <biosafe@u.washington.edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Biohazard door signs.

In-Reply-To:  <9703061351.AA23343@MIT.MIT.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Hi:

Since someone in this group always knows the answers, I volunteered to

forward this question on.

Does anyone have a commerical source for biohazard door signs?  Not the

all orange labels. But something where one can write in the hazard

id., the PI,BSL, etc.

if you do please respond to ehsmsds@mail.wsu.edu

Melinda Young

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 6 Mar 1997 17:23:46 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Re: Biohazard door signs.

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

You can try Seton

http//www.seton.com

800-243-6624

They have various signs and will make custom signs also.

Also Lab Safety

http://www.labsafety.com

800-356-0783

Hope these help,

Mark Kropidlowski

BIO-TEC Emergency Services

bio-tec@bigfoot.com

Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

----------

> From: Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Biohazard door signs.

> Date: Thursday, March 06, 1997 4:45 PM

>

> Hi:

>

> Since someone in this group always knows the answers, I volunteered to

> forward this question on.

> Does anyone have a commerical source for biohazard door signs?  Not the

> all orange labels. But something where one can write in the hazard

> id., the PI,BSL, etc.

>

> if you do please respond to ehsmsds@mail.wsu.edu

>

> Melinda Young

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Mar 1997 14:44:55 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <jives@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

From:         Janet Ives <jives@SAFETY.ROCHESTER.EDU>

Subject:      cell lines

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Thanks so much for all your responses regarding immortal cell lines.

The information was quite helpful.

I have a couple more cell-line questions for you experts out there.

What is Hepa 1c1c7 and do MCF-7 breast tumor cells pose a risk to human

health? The Hepa 1c1c7 was originally derived from C57B1/6 mice.

Is there a good reference  for cell lines available?

Have a great weekend everyone!

Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

Department of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Rochester

jives@safety.rochester.edu

(716)275-3014

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Mar 1997 16:52:15 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: cell lines

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:44 PM 3/7/97 +0000, you wrote:

>What is Hepa 1c1c7 and do MCF-7 breast tumor cells pose a risk to human

>health?

We have several researchers using MCF-7.  The ATCC catalog listing for the

history of MCF-7 reports an observation "that the line may harbor B- or

C-type virus information and should be handled, therefore, as a potentially

biohazardous agent."

In December 1993, I spoke with Dr. Robert Pauley of the Michigan Cancer

Foundation (the originators of the cell-line).  Dr. Pauley indicated that

the observations that B- or C-type virus information was contained in the

MCF-7 line had never been substantiated and that, in his opinion, in the

absence of corraborating data, MCF-7 should be considered not to contain

this virus information.  All observations have indicated the cells behave

in a normal manner.  The Michigan Cancer Foundation recommends BSL-2

containment solely because the material is human-derived, not because of

any observable deleterious property.

The above paragraph summarizes my research into MCF-7 and reflects a

personal conversation with Dr. Pauley.  Please do not consider this to be

an official position from MCF.  If you are looking for something to hang

your hat on, please phone yourself.  In any case, since the cell line is

human derived, BSL-2 handling is appropriate and is most likely consistent

with the way the researchers are already handling the cells to prevent

contaminating their lines.

Enjoy the weekend.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 10 Mar 1997 09:06:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: cell lines

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The ATCC Cell line catalog is fairly good.

>Is there a good reference  for cell lines available?

>

>Have a great weekend everyone!

>

>Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

>Department of Environmental Health and Safety

>University of Rochester

>jives@safety.rochester.edu

>(716)275-3014

>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 10 Mar 1997 08:10:45 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: cell lines

OK - for us newbies - how does one get the ATCC catalog?

Cheri Marcham

cheri-marcham@uokhsc.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: cell lines

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at cclink

Date:    3/10/97 8:20 AM

The ATCC Cell line catalog is fairly good.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Mar 1997 09:22:52 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         kees de gooijer <Kees.deGooijer@ALGEMEEN.PK.WAU.NL>

Subject:      Re: BIOSAFTY Digest - 7 Mar 1997 to 10 Mar 1997

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

On Tuesday, March 11, 1997 at 6:04:23 am CET,

Automatic digest processor <LISTSERV@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> wrote:

>Date:    Mon, 10 Mar 1997 08:10:45 CST

>From:    Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

>Subject: Re[2]: cell lines

>

>OK - for us newbies - how does one get the ATCC catalog?

>

>Cheri Marcham

>cheri-marcham@uokhsc.edu

Check

http://www.atcc.org/

that's their homepage.....

Dr.Ir. C.D. (Kees) de Gooijer

||   //  //

||  //| //

|| // |// Wageningen Agricultural University

||//  |/  Food- & Bioprocess Engineering Group

P.O. Box 8129, 6700 EV Wageningen, The Netherlands

Phone: ()31-317-483975, Fax: ()31-317-482237

E-mail: kees.degooijer@algemeen.pk.wau.nl

http://www.spb.wau.nl/prock/kees.html

Dutch Biotechnology Association: WWW.KNCV.NL/SECTIES/NBV/

Bioprocess Engineering Course: WWW.SPB.WAU.NL/T34/NL/

Animal cells: LISTSERV@LX1.ZOD.WAU.NL Subscribe ACDF-L

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Mar 1997 08:35:46 MST-0700

Reply-To:     therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      infectious waste storage

We currently store infectious waste in a locking storage trailer, for

daily pick up by our contractor.

We are interested in the possibility of having a temperature

controlled unit to replace the trailer.  I was wondering if anyone

leased such a unit for this purpose, or suggestions based on your

handling of infectious wastes.  The biggest issues arise over the

summer and over weekends, when temps go up to 100+ around here.

Thanks in advance.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Mar 1997 10:49:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Larry J. Thompson" <ljt2@CORNELL.EDU>

Subject:      Re: infectious waste storage

In-Reply-To:  <EA02B2610C@Tower.UCHSC.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>We currently store infectious waste in a locking storage trailer, for

>daily pick up by our contractor.

>We are interested in the possibility of having a temperature

>controlled unit to replace the trailer.  I was wondering if anyone

>leased such a unit for this purpose, or suggestions based on your

>handling of infectious wastes.  The biggest issues arise over the

>summer and over weekends, when temps go up to 100+ around here.

>Terry Stinnett

Terry, et al,

We worked it into the contract with the waste hauler to provide a

refrigerated trailer (or equal substitute) for temp storage for our once or

twice weekly service.  They pulled an old one out of their storage area for

us, not really road worthy but operates.  Downside was that we were

responsible for maintenance of the reefer.  But since the first big

maintenance on it, it has been working well.

Larry

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3900

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"We have to remember that what we observe is not

nature herself but nature exposed to our method

of questioning."       --Werner Heisenberg

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 14 Mar 1997 10:26:31 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: infectious waste storage

In-Reply-To:  <EA02B2610C@Tower.UCHSC.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

You would probably have to buy the unit, but an outside type of ice

storage box as is used by retail stores would work well.  I had to make a

decision as to what to use for storage of biological materials outside

between incinerator runs.  An ice storage box has worked for me.

Another option is an outside cold storage box as is used by poultry

companies for dead bird storage between rendering truck pickup stops at

the farms.  These resist outside conditions and will keep materials

cool during 100 degree weather.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Thu, 13 Mar 1997, THERESE STINNETT wrote:

> We currently store infectious waste in a locking storage trailer, for

> daily pick up by our contractor.

>

> We are interested in the possibility of having a temperature

> controlled unit to replace the trailer.  I was wondering if anyone

> leased such a unit for this purpose, or suggestions based on your

> handling of infectious wastes.  The biggest issues arise over the

> summer and over weekends, when temps go up to 100+ around here.

>

> Thanks in advance.

> Terry Stinnett

> UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

> BioSafety Officer

> 4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

> Denver, CO 80262

> 303-315-6754

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Mar 1997 16:15:35 -0800

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      micro-incinerators

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Does anyone have a name and address for a vendor of micro-incinerators,

the devices used in lieu of bunsen burners inside of biological safety

cabinets for flaming loops, test tube lips, etc.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Mar 1997 14:22:25 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johns, Sue" <johnss@WIPP.CARLSBAD.NM.US>

Subject:      FW: New Grant-Writing Course Announcement

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

>

>

>Department of Energy and Westinghouse Produce Advanced Course in

>Grant Writing

>

>The U. S. Department of Energy (DOE) and the Westinghouse Electric

>Corporation recently posted a message to several lists announcing the

>availability of a Westinghouse-developed, DOE-funded basic grant writing

>course package at no cost.  Hundreds of readers requested the information.

>

>Due to this demand, Westinghouse has developed Writing Winning Grant

>Proposals II, which also is available upon request, at no charge.

>

>The new course contains 10 classroom simulations in which learners evaluate

>write-ups taken from actual grant proposals.  Although the information is

>designed for writers who have prepared at least one grant proposal or have

>completed the basic grant writing course, the course will benefit anyone

>interested in learning key, "big picture" lessons from successful grant

>proposal writers.

>

>The turn-key package includes a 40 page facilitator guide, a 35-page trainee

>guide, handouts, and transparencies, all on 3.5 computer disk.

>

>Individuals and organizations can arrange for non-exclusive rights to

>information and material in Writing Winning Grant Proposals II.  This allows

>nearly unlimited use of the kit.

>

>Based on feedback from the basic grant-writing course, we anticipate that

>educational institutions, non-profit organizations, and government agencies

>will use the course to train staff and students; that consultants will modify

>it for commerical use; and that corporations will use it in community

>outreach efforts.

>

>To obtain Writing Winning Grant Proposals II, along with non-exclusive

>intellectual property rights at no cost, please review sections I and II of

>the application provided below, complete section III, and e-mail or fax

>section II to us.  Obtaining non-exclusive rights allows your organization

>nearly unlimited use of the materials.  Based on feedback on the basic

>grant-writing course, we anticipate that educational institutions, non-profit

>organizations, and government organizations will use the course to train

>staff and students; consultantants will modify it for commercial use; and

>corporations will use it in community outreach efforts.  E-mail, or fax your

>request to:

>

>Sue Johns

>Westinghouse Electric Corporation

>P. O. Box 2078, Mail Stop 510

>Carlsbad, NM 88221

>E-mail: johnss@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us

>Fax: 505-887-2297

>

> ----------------------------------------------------------------------------

>--------------------------------

>US Department of Energy -- Carlsbad Area Office (CAO) -- Carlsbad, NM

>

>                     TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER INSTRUMENT

>

>NOTE: --  This form is to be used only for informal technology transfer of

>information technology: 1) the U. S. Department of Energy Carlsbad Area

>Office (DOE/CAO) and the Waste Isolation Division (WID) of the Westinghouse

>Electric Company waive the right to seek licensing fees, royalties and/or any

>other form of financial compensation; 2) the recipient is granted

>non-exclusive rights; and 3) the transfer involves information ("soft")

>technology, such as training modules, assessment tools, and other documents.

>

>

>I.  PURPOSE  -- The purpose of this instrument is to provide a mechanism for

>the efficient, informal transfer of Waste Isolation Pilot Plant

>(WIPP)-developed information technology (manuals, procedures, training

>modules) to organizations outside of the Department of Energy (DOE) complex.

>WIPP is managed by the Waste Isolation Division (WID) of the Westinghouse

>Electric Corporation under contract to the DOE Carlsbad Area Office (CAO).

>The DOE Technology Transfer Program is designed to ensure that taxpayers

>receive maximum benefit from DOE-funded research and development, and to

>promote U. S. educational development, economic development, and global

>competitiveness.

>

>II. CONDITIONS -- The conditions for information technology transfer from

>WIPP to an outside organization are 1) The recipient is granted non-exclusive

>rights to use the technology listed in this document.  The US Government

>reserves the right to share technologies with other organizations.  This

>ensures fairness of opportunity; 2) The US Government retains the right to

>use the original technology worldwide;  3)The recipient agrees to indemnify

>the US Government and its contractor for all damages, costs, and expenses,

>including attorney fees, arising from the utilization of such technologies,

>including, but not limited to the making, using, selling or exporting of

>products, processes, or services derived from the technology transfer;  4)

>Neither the US Government nor the contractor will seek licensing fees,

>royalties, and/or any other form of financial compensation from the

>recipient;  5) If printed materials are generated from the transferred

>technology, the recipient will acknowledge that  a) the products were

>produced from technology originally developed by Westinghouse under contract

>to the DOE/CAO; b) the technology was shared through the DOE/CAO technology

>transfer program; and c) the recipient indemnifies the U. S. Government and

>the contractor, pursuant to the terms set forth above.  6) If the technology

>is to be commercialized, the recipient will remove from printed materials all

>references to the WID, Westinghouse, the DOE/CAO, and their employees unless

>otherwise stipulated.  7) As requested, the recipient agrees to provide

>DOE/CAO and WID a courtesy review/inspection of modified technologies before

>they are used/sold.  8) The recipient agrees to allow the DOE/CAO and WID to

>publicize the technology transfer. 9) As requested, the recipient agrees to

>report to the DOE/CAO and/or the contractor on usage status.

>

>III. REQUIRED INFORMATION

>

>A.  Requesting Organization Information:

>

>1._______________________________________________________

>Name of Individual Making Request

>

>2._______________________________________________________

>Title of Individual Making Request

>

>3._______________________________________________________

>Name of Organization

>

>4._______________________________________________________

>Street

>

>5._______________________________________________________

>City            State                         Zipcode

>

>6.(_______)_______________________________________________

>Telephone Number of Individual Making Request

>

>7.(_______)_______________________________________________

>Fax Number of Individual Making Request

>

>8._______________________________________________________

>(E-Mail Address of Individual Making Request

>

>9.  Primary products or services of requesting  organization:

>________________________________________________________

>

>10.  Businesses only - other organizations skip to section "B"

>

>a. U.S.-owned?                      __y   __n

>b. Woman-owned?                 __y   __n

>c. Minority-owned?                 __y   __n

>d. A small business?              __y   __n

>e. Headquartered  in US?        __y   __n

>

>B.  Requested Information Technology:

>

>List by title and/or document number the document(s) that you want

>transferred to your organization.  Please be specific.

>

>1.  "Writing Winning Grant Proposals II"

>

>2._______________________________

>

>3. In which format do you want to receive the documents? (please choose

>one only)

>

>[   ]   MS-WORD for Windows

>[   ]   DOS WordPerfect

>[   ]   MS Word for MAC

>

>C.   Use of Information

>

>Briefly describe how your organization  anticipates using the documents:

>

>_______________________________________________________

>

>D.   Request

>

>I am a representative of the organization listed in this section. I have

>read the conditions described in section II.  My organization agrees to

>meet those conditions if the information technology described above is

>transferred to us.  I recognize that submitting this request does not

>guarantee that a technology transfer will be approved.

>

>1.  If e-mailing form in, type in name/date here:

>

>2.  If faxing or mailing the form in, sign and date here:

>

>You're finished

>

>E-Mail, Fax, or Snail Mail Section III to:

>

>Sue Johns,  Westinghouse Electric Corporation

>PO Box 2078,  MS-505

>Carlsbad, NM 88221

>

>e-mail: johnss@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us

>fax:    (505) 887-1941

>

>

>

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Mar 1997 15:52:36 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johns, Sue" <johnss@WIPP.CARLSBAD.NM.US>

Subject:      Report Outlines Safety and Health Accomplishments

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Report Outlines Safety and Health Accomplishments

The 1995 Industrial Safety and Health Annual Performance Report from the

U. S. Department of Energy's (DOE) Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP)

was previously made available to you at no cost.  This annual report has

been considered a model by organizations such as the DOE's Voluntary

Protection Program (VPP).  As the first and only VPP Star Site, the WIPP

has fulfilled Star Site responsibilities.

As an enhancement to the earlier report, we now are offering copies of

the Voluntary Protection Program Assessment Checklist.  This guide was

adapted from the DOE-VPP onsite review criteria.  It covers topics such

as:

*       General criteria

*       Management leadership

*       Employee involvement elements

*       Work-site analysis

*       Hazard prevention and control

*       Safety and health training

For a free copy of the Voluntary Protection Program Assessment

Checklist, E-mail your request, including your mailing address, to Sue

Johns at:

Johnss@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us.  If further assistance is required, please

call Frank Burchardt at 1-800-336-9477.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 18 Mar 1997 18:46:38 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Josh Switzky <Jswitz322@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Job Opportunity - Sr. Biological and Chemical Safety Specialist

Sr. Biological and Chemical Safety Specialist (South San Francisco, CA)

Position will develop and manage programs to promote compliance with all

applicable regulations, company policies and good practices for the following

programs: Biological Safety including coordinate efforts of the Institutional

Biosafety Committee, conduct audits, perform sampling, and manage biowaste

disposal; and Chemical Safety including serve as chemical hygiene officer,

perform training, conduct audits, prepare documentation (Chemical Hygiene

Plan, Business Plan, and Chemical Inventories).  Candidate will possess B.S.

in chemical or biological sciences or equivalent (M.S. desirable), 5-7 years

experience in biological and chemical safety.

This position is with Environmental and Occupational Risk Management, Inc.

(EORM), based in San Jose, CA.  All inquiries/resumes should be directed to

the consultant hired to manage this hiring effort:

Joshua Switzky

Zweig White & Associates, Inc.

243 Vallejo Street

San Francisco, CA  94111

Tel (415)296-9600

Fax (415) 296-8003

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 1997 09:21:03 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Power Outage

In-Reply-To:  <19970307144724.005fe6bc.in@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Greetings

I am looking for ideas on how others would  address incidents like

this.

On Saturday night we had a major power failure and lost all power to

campus.  We switched to emergency power in the hospital and some of the

new research areas. At the same time our in-house engineers activated a

phone tree and start calling investigators to notify them of the power

outage.

Some of the investigators came in because they were concerned about

1. Materials stored in the ultra colds (-70 or -80 C) and wanted to

immediately pack them with dry ice.

2. CO2 incubators. They felt that since the CO2 was delivered by

cylinder and all controls were electrical it would continue to feed C02

and thus kill the cell line.

(The interesting part of this was that the investigator mentioned his

concern to the engineer and the engineer reported it to the Emergency

Operations Center. However, the engineer reported that there was a lab

that had a gas operated incubator and now that the ventilation in the room

was off the lab was filling with virus.  Luckily, we had EH&S personnel at

the EOC who doubted this).

EH&S has concerns about people entering a building in the middle of the

night when there is no power.  We know of one case where an investigator

entered the building to get to his lab on the 13th floor.

So our questions are:

Do you notify labs if there is a power outage?

Does packing an ultra cold with dry ice do anything?  Is it just better to

keep the unit closed-ie what we advise for regular refrig/freezer units

in food services.

If you would use dry ice, how you distribute it?

Any experience you might have with incubators and short term power

outages-this lasted about 4 hours. (I believe they attributed the outage

to new(faulty) switches in both substations that serve campus)

Thank you in advance for your thoughts.

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 1997 13:09:15 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Jeffrey C. Lewin" <jclewin@MTU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Power Outage

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.PTX.3.95c.970320081246.11272B-100000@carson.u.washing

              ton.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:21 AM 20-03-97 -0800, you wrote:

>Any experience you might have with incubators and short term power

>outages-this lasted about 4 hours. (I believe they attributed the outage

>to new(faulty) switches in both substations that serve campus)

>

Most of our critical -70's have a CO2 back up system.  When temp goes above

a set temperature (for any reason) CO2 is released, creating dry ice.  I'm

not familiar enough with the setups to know where the ice goes or how long

it works (we have at least one scheduled outage a year for several hours,

the CO seems to work for that).

We also have one researcher who's -70 is hooked up to a box that, when the

temp goes above a certain temp, automatically calls the researcher and

plays a recorded message indicating problems.

Something else you might want to think about.  In our building (11 occupied

floors + basement + sub-basement+ penthouse) the city water pressure only

pushes water up to the 6th floor; a pump in the basement pushes water to

higher floors.  Hence, a power outage means no water on the upper floors.

Jeff

Jeff Lewin, Lab Associate       http://www.bio.mtu.edu/perspage/jclewin/home.html

jclewin@mtu.edu                 Dept Biol Sci, Michigan Technological Univ

906.487.3435/Fax 906.487.3167   Houghton MI 49931

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 1997 13:29:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Burton Ogle <BOGLE@GEMS.VCU.EDU>

Organization: Virginia Commonwealth University

Subject:      Animal Biosafety Level

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Can someone suggest what Animal Biosafety Level they recommend for

research involving non-replicating adenovirus in mice and specifically,

is necessary to autoclave the animal waste or just recommended?  Thanks

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 1997 11:11:48 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Animal Biosafety Level

     Our policy at UCSF is to require BSL2 containment for all work

     involving replication-defective adenoviruses.  We further request that

     investigators perform periodic strain verification tests to verify

     continued defectiveness.

     Investigators collect process waste from their procedures as medical

     or "red bag" waste.  We fall under the California Medical Waste

     Management Act which requires that all such waste be autoclaved and

     discarded as solid waste, or incinerated.  The remote possibility of

     loss of the defective character would result in an infective

     adenovirus, a Risk Group 2 agent - thus, autoclaving would be in

     order.

     If your non-replicating adenovirus is "adeno-associated virus" or AAV,

     that is a wild-type defective and can be handled under BSL1 conditions

     per the NIH Guidelines for rDNA Research.

     I hope this information helps.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Animal Biosafety Level

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    3/20/97 10:51 AM

Can someone suggest what Animal Biosafety Level they recommend for

research involving non-replicating adenovirus in mice and specifically,

is necessary to autoclave the animal waste or just recommended?  Thanks

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 1997 14:56:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "McDonough, David" <mcdonough@WISTA.WISTAR.UPENN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Animal Biosafety Level

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We require that all research involving non-replicating adenovirus is

performed in an Animal Biosafety Level 2.   The CDC list adenovirus(all

types) as a class 2 agent.  According to the CDC's " Biosafety in

Microbiology and Biomedical Laboratories, 3rd ed.",  all waste from a Animal

Biosafety Level 2 room are appropraitely decontaminated, preferably by

autoclaving, before disposal.

>Can someone suggest what Animal Biosafety Level they recommend for

>research involving non-replicating adenovirus in mice and specifically,

>is necessary to autoclave the animal waste or just recommended?  Thanks

>

David J. McDonough, M.S.

Biosafety  Coordinator

The Wistar Institute

3601 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104-4268

phone: (215)-898-3712    email: mcdonough@wista.wistar.upenn.edu

Fax:      (215)-898-3868

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 20 Mar 1997 15:18:29 -0800

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: Animal Biosafety Level

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Burton Ogle wrote:

>

> Can someone suggest what Animal Biosafety Level they recommend for

> research involving non-replicating adenovirus in mice and specifically,

> is necessary to autoclave the animal waste or just recommended?  Thanks

As I understand the NIH r-DNA guidelines, it would be BSL-2, the

assignment for native adenovirus.  Here it would apply because if we're

talking about the typical adeno vector, >2/3 of the genome is present.

I assume that this risk level is justified by the fact that even though

the construct can not reproduce, it can still bring the insert into the

cells of exposed individuals.

Burton, I hope this helps and I would appreciate others' comments on

this interpretation of the guidelines.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 12:39:00 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <STUART@FS1.OH.MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

I have just had a visit from a researcher worker in our Mathematics

Department. He and his partner have just consulted a General

Practiioner (in U.S. terminology, personal physican) about disease

prevention, including vaccinations for an overseas trip. The

conversation got round to infections in the work place. Apparently,

the physician expressed horror that computer keyboards seem never to

be cleaned and are multi-user items that are used by students from

overseas countries. It was suggested that this exposed the user to

TB, tetanus or a variety of unnamed tropical diseases of viral

origin.

Although I felt that this was a fairly unlikely scenario, I promised

him that I would make further enquiries. Does anyone have evidence

for computer keyboards providing a reservoir of infection in an

office environment such as a Mathematics Department? If so, what

means of cleaning can be used.

I await replies with interest.

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

Waterloo Place

182/184 Oxford Road

Manchester M13 9PG

England

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 09:44:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Randall Morin <morin@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Install clear plastic skins on every keyboard and spray them down with an

appropriate disinfectant.

At 12:39 PM 3/25/97 GMT, you wrote:

>I have just had a visit from a researcher worker in our Mathematics

>Department. He and his partner have just consulted a General

>Practiioner (in U.S. terminology, personal physican) about disease

>prevention, including vaccinations for an overseas trip. The

>conversation got round to infections in the work place. Apparently,

>the physician expressed horror that computer keyboards seem never to

>be cleaned and are multi-user items that are used by students from

>overseas countries. It was suggested that this exposed the user to

>TB, tetanus or a variety of unnamed tropical diseases of viral

>origin.

>

>Although I felt that this was a fairly unlikely scenario, I promised

>him that I would make further enquiries. Does anyone have evidence

>for computer keyboards providing a reservoir of infection in an

>office environment such as a Mathematics Department? If so, what

>means of cleaning can be used.

>

>I await replies with interest.

>

>Stuart Thompson

>Health & Safety Services

>University of Manchester

>Waterloo Place

>182/184 Oxford Road

>Manchester M13 9PG

>England

>

>

Randall Morin, Dr.P.H.

Manager, Safety & Environmental Protection Program

SAIC Frederick

NCI-FCRDC, Fort Detrick, Frederick, MD 21702-1201

(301) 846-1451, morin@mail.ncifcrf.gov

Fax:  (301) 846-6619

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 08:57:00 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

What about doorknobs, desks, phones, phone books, pens and pencils,...?

Anything that is public domain has the potential to be contaminated with

infectious agents, and we can't realistically disinfect every surface.  It

seems a little naive to worry about "students from overseas countries", but

not local citizens, contaminating the keyboards.  The use of basic good

hygiene such as regular handwashing should eliminate the remote chance of

picking up any "exotic" disease and also protect from common diseases such

as the flu and the common cold.  This is such a basic concept that I think

we sometimes forget about it.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

----------

From: Stuart Thompson

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

Date: Tuesday, March 25, 1997 12:39PM

I have just had a visit from a researcher worker in our Mathematics

Department. He and his partner have just consulted a General

Practiioner (in U.S. terminology, personal physican) about disease

prevention, including vaccinations for an overseas trip. The

conversation got round to infections in the work place. Apparently,

the physician expressed horror that computer keyboards seem never to

be cleaned and are multi-user items that are used by students from

overseas countries. It was suggested that this exposed the user to

TB, tetanus or a variety of unnamed tropical diseases of viral

origin.

Although I felt that this was a fairly unlikely scenario, I promised

him that I would make further enquiries. Does anyone have evidence

for computer keyboards providing a reservoir of infection in an

office environment such as a Mathematics Department? If so, what

means of cleaning can be used.

I await replies with interest.

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

Waterloo Place

182/184 Oxford Road

Manchester M13 9PG

England

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 09:27:33 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I agree completely with Julie.  Handwashing tends to be overlooked.  The

American Microbiological Society has started an educational effort called

Operation Clean Hands.  You can find more info at:

http://www.asmusa.org/pcsrc/och.htm

LouAnn C. Burnett

Biological Safety Section

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

At 08:57 AM 3/25/97 CST, you wrote:

>What about doorknobs, desks, phones, phone books, pens and pencils,...?

> Anything that is public domain has the potential to be contaminated with

>infectious agents, and we can't realistically disinfect every surface.  It

>seems a little naive to worry about "students from overseas countries", but

>not local citizens, contaminating the keyboards.  The use of basic good

>hygiene such as regular handwashing should eliminate the remote chance of

>picking up any "exotic" disease and also protect from common diseases such

>as the flu and the common cold.  This is such a basic concept that I think

>we sometimes forget about it.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

>

>

> ----------

>From: Stuart Thompson

>To: BIOSAFTY

>Subject: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

>Date: Tuesday, March 25, 1997 12:39PM

>

>I have just had a visit from a researcher worker in our Mathematics

>Department. He and his partner have just consulted a General

>Practiioner (in U.S. terminology, personal physican) about disease

>prevention, including vaccinations for an overseas trip. The

>conversation got round to infections in the work place. Apparently,

>the physician expressed horror that computer keyboards seem never to

>be cleaned and are multi-user items that are used by students from

>overseas countries. It was suggested that this exposed the user to

>TB, tetanus or a variety of unnamed tropical diseases of viral

>origin.

>

>Although I felt that this was a fairly unlikely scenario, I promised

>him that I would make further enquiries. Does anyone have evidence

>for computer keyboards providing a reservoir of infection in an

>office environment such as a Mathematics Department? If so, what

>means of cleaning can be used.

>

>I await replies with interest.

>

>Stuart Thompson

>Health & Safety Services

>University of Manchester

>Waterloo Place

>182/184 Oxford Road

>Manchester M13 9PG

>England

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 11:16:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

If one received a puncture wound from a dirty keyboard then there would be a

chance of tetanus.  Generally most diseases don't transmit through intact

skin.  Keyboard users with broken skin, open wounds would be susceptible to

infection but have no greater risk then in touching anything else used by

many people - door knobs, phones, copiers and less risk then if they went

digging in the dirt while gardening.  Reminds by of the Hitchhiker Guides,

and the telephone sanitizers, in other words, needless worry.

At 12:39 PM 3/25/97 GMT, you wrote:

>I have just had a visit from a researcher worker in our Mathematics

>Department. He and his partner have just consulted a General

>Practiioner (in U.S. terminology, personal physican) about disease

>prevention, including vaccinations for an overseas trip. The

>conversation got round to infections in the work place. Apparently,

>the physician expressed horror that computer keyboards seem never to

>be cleaned and are multi-user items that are used by students from

>overseas countries. It was suggested that this exposed the user to

>TB, tetanus or a variety of unnamed tropical diseases of viral

>origin.

>

>Although I felt that this was a fairly unlikely scenario, I promised

>him that I would make further enquiries. Does anyone have evidence

>for computer keyboards providing a reservoir of infection in an

>office environment such as a Mathematics Department? If so, what

>means of cleaning can be used.

>

>I await replies with interest.

>

>Stuart Thompson

>Health & Safety Services

>University of Manchester

>Waterloo Place

>182/184 Oxford Road

>Manchester M13 9PG

>England

>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 12:55:55 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "J. Leung" <aj847@FREENET.TORONTO.ON.CA>

Subject:      Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

In-Reply-To:  <19F59F71717B@fs1.oh.man.ac.uk>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Dear sirs,

Would computer keyboard users not more likely be exposed to common cold

viruses, etc.?  I also find it somewhat biased to focus on overseas

students as carriers of tropical diseases.  What is the frequency

of 'foreign' students developing such diseases compared to 'visitors' to

those countries?

Respectfully,

Janet Leung

Recent Occupational & Environmental

Health Graduate,

University of Toronto

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 25 Mar 1997 16:46:20 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Jennifer M. Skolones" <Jennifer_M._Skolones@CCMAIL.BMS.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

          But don't forget, after all of those telephone sanitizers,

          hairdressers and attorneys were tricked into boarding the spaceship to

          nowhere, the entire population of their home planet was wiped out

          within several weeks by a virulent disease attributed to a dirty

          telephone :-)

          Jennifer Skolones

          Maintenance Planner

          Bristol-Myers Squibb

          Wallingford, CT

          Jennifer_M._Skolones@ccmail.bms.com

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.edu> at *Internet*

Date:    3/25/97 3:57 PM

If one received a puncture wound from a dirty keyboard then there would be a

chance of tetanus.  Generally most diseases don't transmit through intact

skin.  Keyboard users with broken skin, open wounds would be susceptible to

infection but have no greater risk then in touching anything else used by

many people - door knobs, phones, copiers and less risk then if they went

digging in the dirt while gardening.  Reminds by of the Hitchhiker Guides,

and the telephone sanitizers, in other words, needless worry.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 26 Mar 1997 11:32:11 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 03/26/97 11:32:46 INTERNET

From:         Jairo betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Computer keyboards as sources of infection?

*** Reply to note of 03/25/97 17:39

Janet: Finally someone speaks out. It is very important to understand the

epidemiology of any pathogen agent before making such biased statements or

adopting such biased attitudes. We must understand the viability of any agent

outside ona keyboard surfece or telephone device. And as you mentioned what is

the incidence of any disease ina visitor vs. a resident or native ? We must

recognize that now adays we iin developed countries also have many contagious

diseases as in any developing country. and remember that there are ships and

jets and cargo planes and that disease does not need passport or visa. Truly

yours

Jairo Betancourt

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 27 Mar 1997 15:23:35 +500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         gillian norton <Gil@OHS.UWO.CA>

Organization: OHS, U. of Western Ontario

Subject:      Pseudomonas aeruginosa precautions

Has anyone had experience with  experimentally induced pneumonia

induced by pseudomonas aeruginosa in laboratory rats? What kind of

animal  housing is required and what precautions for the animal care staff?

Is this organism an aerosol hazard from coughs and sneezes from the

rats or form excreta in the bedding? Any advice gratefully received.

Thanks, Gillian Norton ( gil@ohs.uwo.ca)

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 27 Mar 1997 16:26:47 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <jives@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

From:         Janet Ives <jives@SAFETY.ROCHESTER.EDU>

Subject:      biosafety level 3 facilities

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

We are in the process of designing a new research facility which will

contain several biosafety level 3 labs. The question arose regarding

HEPA filtration of the exhaust for these labs. The government

guidelines do not specifically address this facility aspect. Do those

of you out there with BL-3 labs HEPA filter the general lab exhaust

as a rule or do you have some labs with HEPA filtered exhaust and

others without? Please respond privately to my e-mail address.

Thank you.

Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

Department of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Rochester

jives@safety.rochester.edu

(716)275-3014

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 28 Mar 1997 13:07:11 MST-0700

Reply-To:     therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      SARA Title III

I know this isn't strictly our area of responsibility, but I was

hoping for feedback on the handling of SARA Title III requirements by

academic institutions.

Do you have software specifically for that application?

Do you do tracking with your purchasing department?

Who has the responsibility for the inventory:  individual labs or

your staff?

Please email me directly

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 2 Apr 1997 15:16:43 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      New CDC regs?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

By  my notes, the CDC regulation on "Additional Requirements for Facilities

Transferring or Receiving Select Agents" 42 CFR Part 72, are supposed to

take effect on April 15, 1997.

Last I heard (way back in October), ABSA members were going to get a

mailing regarding the registration and transfer process for select agents

(I believe Jonathan Richmond mentioned January).  Has anyone else received

this information?  Or does anyone have any information on the status of

these regs?

Thanks!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      New CDC regs? -Reply
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LouAnn

You are correct about the info regarding the new regs and I don't know

of anyone who has received anything.  I did speak with CDC today and

there is to be additional "stuff" related to the new regs in the Federal

Register between now and the 15th.

Hang in there & don't panic

Scott Rusk

USDA

National Animal Disease Center
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Date:         Wed, 2 Apr 1997 13:48:00 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: New CDC regs?

     I spoke with Lynn Meyers at CDC yesterday about this issue.  She's

     working very hard to get everything in place but admits that the April

     15 date will be slipped.  She said she's sending out some packages

     next week - I assume these are the initial assessment packages to

     explain the system and to provide forms to file for a determination of

     whether or not your institution needs to be registered.

     On a far less certain note, I heard some "loose talk" that the first

     "determinative" application is quite short but the next one is immense

     (the figure of 150 pages was mentioned!) and must be accompanied by a

     $10,000 check for registration fees.  If anyone can debunk these wild

     rumors, I'd surely like to hear from them!

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: New CDC regs?

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/2/97 1:18 PM

By  my notes, the CDC regulation on "Additional Requirements for Facilities

Transferring or Receiving Select Agents" 42 CFR Part 72, are supposed to

take effect on April 15, 1997.

Last I heard (way back in October), ABSA members were going to get a

mailing regarding the registration and transfer process for select agents

(I believe Jonathan Richmond mentioned January).  Has anyone else received

this information?  Or does anyone have any information on the status of

these regs?

Thanks!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Re: New CDC regs?
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I somewhere missed the original post in regards to this reply..

Who is effected by this "Update"..

I own a National trauma site sterilization company and I am always

looking to keep up to date on all requirements, because we have various

corporate contracts for sterilizing Industrial accidents.

Should I be looking into this further or our we not included ?

Or is this a dumb Question ?

Mark Kropidlowski

Bio -Tec Emergency Services

bio-tec@bigfoot.com

Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

> By  my notes, the CDC regulation on "Additional Requirements for

Facilities

> Transferring or Receiving Select Agents" 42 CFR Part 72, are supposed to

> take effect on April 15, 1997.

>

> Last I heard (way back in October), ABSA members were going to get a

> mailing regarding the registration and transfer process for select agents

> (I believe Jonathan Richmond mentioned January).  Has anyone else

received

> this information?  Or does anyone have any information on the status of

> these regs?

>

> Thanks!

>

> LouAnn

>

>

> -------------------------------------------------------------------

> LouAnn C. Burnett

> Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

> Biological Safety Section

> Division of Environmental Health & Safety

> University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

> 217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

> --------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      Re: New CDC regs?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I too spoke the CDC folks.  Remember, if it's a toxin we're talking about,

it's exempt if in in form that has an LD-50 of <100ng/ml; so that might

eliminate a lot of us right there.  I was also given to understand that

there will be some quantity threshold.  I do not know how such criteria

would be applied to microbes because here you can make a lot from a little.

----------

> From: Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: New CDC regs?

> Date: Friday, April 04, 1997 5:21 PM

>

> I somewhere missed the original post in regards to this reply..

> Who is effected by this "Update"..

>

> I own a National trauma site sterilization company and I am always

> looking to keep up to date on all requirements, because we have various

> corporate contracts for sterilizing Industrial accidents.

>

> Should I be looking into this further or our we not included ?

> Or is this a dumb Question ?

>

> Mark Kropidlowski

>

> Bio -Tec Emergency Services

> bio-tec@bigfoot.com

> Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

> Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

> http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

>

>

> > By  my notes, the CDC regulation on "Additional Requirements for

> Facilities

> > Transferring or Receiving Select Agents" 42 CFR Part 72, are supposed

to

> > take effect on April 15, 1997.

> >

> > Last I heard (way back in October), ABSA members were going to get a

> > mailing regarding the registration and transfer process for select

agents

> > (I believe Jonathan Richmond mentioned January).  Has anyone else

> received

> > this information?  Or does anyone have any information on the status of

> > these regs?

> >

> > Thanks!

> >

> > LouAnn

> >

> >

> > -------------------------------------------------------------------

> > LouAnn C. Burnett

> > Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

> > Biological Safety Section

> > Division of Environmental Health & Safety

> > University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

> > 217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

> > --------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: New CDC regs?
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At 04:21 PM 4/4/97 -0600, you wrote:

>I somewhere missed the original post in regards to this reply..

>Who is effected by this "Update"..

>

<SNIP>

>Mark Kropidlowski

>

Everyone who works with, sends or receives certain natural toxins (such as

ricin, aflatoxin) and some nasty pathogens (such as Bacillus anthracis,

Yersina pestis).

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      volunteers needed for BSP exam!!!!
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Volunteers needed for Biological Safety Professional Exam Preparation!!!!!!!!!

The first biological safety professional certification examination will be

held at the 40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. How many of

you are interested in taking this exam?

For your information, this email contains the proposed certification task

list. As you can see below, the committee developing this program

identified 64 topics in 7 groups. The list can be used as a study guide and

questions in the exam will address these topics. The challenge for all of

us is, how to prepare the best for this exam, while still continuing our

official responsibilities in our different positions.

Here is the challenge!

Rather than everyone of us compiling information on all topics and

reinventing all the wheels, how about we split the work?

I am looking for at least 64 volunteers.

Yes 64, the same number as topics identified in the list below.

I would like you to pick a topic and write a two or three page summary (or

more if you want) identifying the key aspects of your topic as well as some

potential exam questions on your topic. If we have 64 of us writing such a

little chapter and than compiling it and making it available to all

participants, I bet we can come up with a great study guide that benefits

all of us.

How about that?

If this sounds good and you are seriously considering taking the exam at

one point, volunteer and pick one primary topic (e.g., # 28) from the list

below and at least two other topics (e.g., # 51, #54) in case your first

pick is already taken. I will notify you ASAP about your topic and then it

is up to you to start working on it. If you volunteer please follow through

with your chapter, since at least 63 other volunteers rely on you to finish

your part.

Here is the proposed schedule:

By the end of April we will have all topics assigned.

By June 15th all summaries have been finished and mailed (email) to me.

By June 30th the complete study guide is mailed to all participants.

We all will have at least 3 months to read and study and interact on the

web about questions.

In October we will have a great time at the exam.

Let me know what you think and let's go for it.

Please send all your information, topics, questions and suggestions

directly to me at:

Stefan@msu.edu

Thanks to all of you for your consideration.

Stefan Wagener

BSO, Michigan State University

-------------------------------------------------

BIOLOGICAL SAFETY PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION UPDATE

Eligibility Requirements: To take the Certification examination, applicants

must meet one of the following sets of criteria.

1. Bachelor of Science or Arts in a biological science, with 20 semester

hours or 30 quarter hours of microbiology or related courses approved by

the Examining Board, and seven years of pertinent post-baccalaureate

experience within the past ten years.

2. Master's or Doctorate in a biological science, with 30 semester hours or

45 quarters hours in microbiology or related courses approved by the

Examining Board, and four years of pertinent post-baccalaureate experience

within the past seven years.

3. Medical degree plus residency program in clinical microbiology or public

health.

The ABSA Certification Examination Development Committee has prepared a

task list which reflects the actual skills and knowledge required of a

Certified Biological Safety Professional. The draft task list was reviewed

by over 100 of your colleagues and then modified. Examination questions are

being developed for each of the tasks in the latest revision of the list.

The examination will have at least one question from each task; at least

two or more questions will appear on the examination for some tasks

considered of high importance.

The work of the Committee is progressing faster than anticipated. At the

business meeting held at the 39th Annual Biological Safety Conference, the

Committee projected that the first examination could be scheduled at the

40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. Because the preparation

time may be limited after the formal announcement of the examination, the

Committee has decided to publish the current task list which could be used

as a study guide for those biological safety professionals anticipating

taking the first scheduled examination. The current biological safety

professional task list appears below.

CERTIFIED BIOLOGICAL SAFETY PROFESSIONAL TASK LIST

(Revised October 1996)

I. DISINFECTION, DECONTAMINATION, STERILIZATION

1. Understand the difference between sterilization, decontamination and

disinfection and the applicability and means of monitoring each.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of use, applicability, and potential hazards

(explosive, flammable, corrosive, carcinogenic, irritating) associated with

various disinfectants and sterilants.

3. Understand how to use chemicals, steam, dry heat, irradiation,

filtration, UV sources, gasses or other agents to

kill or inactivate microorganisms.

II. WORK PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES

4. Understand the application of sterile (aseptic) techniques.

5. Develop, evaluate and document exposure control procedures for

biohazardous agents and materials.

6. Develop procedures and practices to prevent release of infectious

aerosols from equipment.

7. Perform biosafety audit of work practices/procedures associated with

large-scale operations.

8. Understand and apply monitoring techniques and equipment to determine

effectiveness of exposure control measures and to investigate environmental

problems.

9. Understand use and disposal of sharps.

10. Select and understand use of personal protective equipment.

11. Select and understand use of respiratory equipment.

12. Develop and implement procedures for managing biohazardous spills and

releases.

13. Assure documentation of worker exposure to biohazardous materials and

preparation of an incident report.

14. Develop comprehensive emergency response plan for biohazard areas.

III. RISK ASSESSMENT / HAZARD IDENTIFICATION (INFECTIOUS AGENTS &

RECOMBINANT DNA)

15. Demonstrate knowledge of personal risk factors (age, race, sex,

pregnancy status, etc.) Associated with microbial exposure.

16. Assess the risk of occupational exposure / infection associated with

handling infectious agents.

17. Demonstrate familiarity with routes of exposure, modes of transmission

and other criteria that determine the hazard category of a microorganism.

18. Assess the risk to the community from various work environments where

infectious agents or sensitizing materials may be present.

19. Demonstrate understanding of microbial toxins and their potential to

cause work-related illness.

20. Demonstrate ability to recognize the characteristics of bacteria,

viruses, fungi, and parasites.

21. Understand the hazard of exposure of service personnel to biological

materials.

22. Understand factors that may affect susceptibility, resistance, or

consequences of infection.

23. Understand difference between risk of infection and consequences of

infection.

24. Understand risk associated with biological aerosols in the workplace,

such as ventilation, indoor quality, recirculation, cooling towers.

25. Understand risk associated with point source release of biological

aerosols in the workplace, such as from homogenizers, cell sorters,

centrifuges, fermenters, and lasers.

26. Understand risks associated with recombinant DNA technology.

27. Demonstrate knowledge of unique biosafety conditions associated with

naturally or experimentally infected animals, including non-human primates.

IV. REGULATORY ASPECTS, STANDARDS &

GUIDELINES

28. Interpret and apply the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving

Recombinant DNA Molecules.

29. Interpret and apply the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.

30. Interpret and apply guidelines that classify biohazardous agents

according to risk.

31. Interpret and apply guidelines for preventing transmission of

Mycobacterium tuberculosis in the workplace.

32. Interpret and apply regulations for packing, labeling, shipping of

infectious materials, diagnostic specimens, and medical waste.

33. Interpret and apply import and export requirements associated with

biological materials.

34. Interpret and apply regulations associated with animal pathogens.

35. Interpret and apply guidelines associated with large-scale use of

microorganisms.

36. Interpret and apply National Sanitation Foundation Standard on Class 11

Laminar Flow Biohazard Cabinetry (NSF 49).

37. Interpret and apply OSHA general industry standards as they relate to

biohazards.

38. Interpret and apply guidelines and regulations relating to infectious

and medical waste.

39. Demonstrate familiarity with agencies, their role and relationship with

biosafety, such as, WHO, CDC, NIH, OSHA, AAALAC, DOT, IATA, ICAO, DOD, EPA

USDA, FDA.

40. Interpret and apply CDC-NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical

Laboratories and pertinent CDC publications.

V. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT / DEVELOPMENT

41. Understand role and function of an Institutional Biosafety

Committee.

42. Prepare and maintain a biosafety manual.

43. Review project proposals and advise on biosafety issues.

44. Advise on occupational health programs for persons

working with biological materials.

45. Provide and interpret biosafety resource and reference

information.

46.Organize and implement institutional biosafety

compliance programs and audit their effectiveness.

47. Institute, evaluate and document biosafety training

programs.

48. Identify biological agents and materials in your

institution.

49. Develop and implement an infectious and medical waste management program.

50. Provide technical information and advise on products impacting

biological safety.

51. Develop and recommend biosafety policies.

VI. EQUIPMENT OPERATION AND CERTIFICATION

52. Understand the use and validation of a steam autoclave.

53. Understand the use and certification of biological safety cabinets.

54. Demonstrate knowledge of Class I, II and III biosafety cabinet design

features, application and function.

55. Understand the use of measuring and monitoring instruments to verify

the safe operation of biological safety equipment.

56. Understand the design, function and efficiency of HEPA filters.

57. Understand the limitations in the use of equipment for work with

biohazardous materials, such as fume hoods and clean benches.

58. Understand the use and validation of sterilizers using ETO and

vaporized hydrogen peroxide.

59. Understand the equipment and chemicals used for space decontamination.

60. Understand the use and applicability of animal containment equipment.

VII. FACILITY DESIGN

61. Understand the functions and indications for use of primary and

secondary barriers.

62. Understand the difference and appropriateness of facility design to

balance the need for hazard containment, personnel, product, and

environmental protection.

63. Review architectural and engineering plans and advise on biosafety issues.

64. Verify that facilities as built meet minimum biosafety design criteria.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 3 Apr 1997 11:39:11 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 04/03/97 11:39:14 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      volunteers needed for BSP exam!!!!

*** Reply to note of 04/03/97 10:47

Stephan: I'd like to choose # 9, and/or #49. Thank you !

Jairo Betancourt

University of Miami
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From:         "Deborah E. Wilson Dr.PH, Chief OSHB" <dew@HELIX.NIH.GOV>

Subject:      Re: volunteers needed for BSP exam!!!!
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Stefan,  I am willing to do questions 20, 28, or 3 in that order of

preference.

Debbie

>Volunteers needed for Biological Safety Professional Exam Preparation!!!!!!!!!

>

>The first biological safety professional certification examination will be

>held at the 40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. How many of

>you are interested in taking this exam?

>For your information, this email contains the proposed certification task

>list. As you can see below, the committee developing this program

>identified 64 topics in 7 groups. The list can be used as a study guide and

>questions in the exam will address these topics. The challenge for all of

>us is, how to prepare the best for this exam, while still continuing our

>official responsibilities in our different positions.

>

>Here is the challenge!

>Rather than everyone of us compiling information on all topics and

>reinventing all the wheels, how about we split the work?

>

>I am looking for at least 64 volunteers.

>Yes 64, the same number as topics identified in the list below.

>I would like you to pick a topic and write a two or three page summary (or

>more if you want) identifying the key aspects of your topic as well as some

>potential exam questions on your topic. If we have 64 of us writing such a

>little chapter and than compiling it and making it available to all

>participants, I bet we can come up with a great study guide that benefits

>all of us.

>

>How about that?

>

>If this sounds good and you are seriously considering taking the exam at

>one point, volunteer and pick one primary topic (e.g., # 28) from the list

>below and at least two other topics (e.g., # 51, #54) in case your first

>pick is already taken. I will notify you ASAP about your topic and then it

>is up to you to start working on it. If you volunteer please follow through

>with your chapter, since at least 63 other volunteers rely on you to finish

>your part.

>

>Here is the proposed schedule:

>

>By the end of April we will have all topics assigned.

>By June 15th all summaries have been finished and mailed (email) to me.

>By June 30th the complete study guide is mailed to all participants.

>We all will have at least 3 months to read and study and interact on the

>web about questions.

>In October we will have a great time at the exam.

>

>

>Let me know what you think and let's go for it.

>Please send all your information, topics, questions and suggestions

>directly to me at:

>

>Stefan@msu.edu

>

>Thanks to all of you for your consideration.

>

>

>Stefan Wagener

>BSO, Michigan State University

>

>-------------------------------------------------

>

>

>BIOLOGICAL SAFETY PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION UPDATE

>

>Eligibility Requirements: To take the Certification examination, applicants

>must meet one of the following sets of criteria.

>

>1. Bachelor of Science or Arts in a biological science, with 20 semester

>hours or 30 quarter hours of microbiology or related courses approved by

>the Examining Board, and seven years of pertinent post-baccalaureate

>experience within the past ten years.

>

>2. Master's or Doctorate in a biological science, with 30 semester hours or

>45 quarters hours in microbiology or related courses approved by the

>Examining Board, and four years of pertinent post-baccalaureate experience

>within the past seven years.

>

>3. Medical degree plus residency program in clinical microbiology or public

>health.

>

>The ABSA Certification Examination Development Committee has prepared a

>task list which reflects the actual skills and knowledge required of a

>Certified Biological Safety Professional. The draft task list was reviewed

>by over 100 of your colleagues and then modified. Examination questions are

>being developed for each of the tasks in the latest revision of the list.

>The examination will have at least one question from each task; at least

>two or more questions will appear on the examination for some tasks

>considered of high importance.

>

>The work of the Committee is progressing faster than anticipated. At the

>business meeting held at the 39th Annual Biological Safety Conference, the

>Committee projected that the first examination could be scheduled at the

>40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. Because the preparation

>time may be limited after the formal announcement of the examination, the

>Committee has decided to publish the current task list which could be used

>as a study guide for those biological safety professionals anticipating

>taking the first scheduled examination. The current biological safety

>professional task list appears below.

>

>CERTIFIED BIOLOGICAL SAFETY PROFESSIONAL TASK LIST

>(Revised October 1996)

>

>I. DISINFECTION, DECONTAMINATION, STERILIZATION

>

>1. Understand the difference between sterilization, decontamination and

>disinfection and the applicability and means of monitoring each.

>

>2. Demonstrate knowledge of use, applicability, and potential hazards

>(explosive, flammable, corrosive, carcinogenic, irritating) associated with

>various disinfectants and sterilants.

>3. Understand how to use chemicals, steam, dry heat, irradiation,

>filtration, UV sources, gasses or other agents to

>kill or inactivate microorganisms.

>

>

>II. WORK PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES

>

>4. Understand the application of sterile (aseptic) techniques.

>5. Develop, evaluate and document exposure control procedures for

>biohazardous agents and materials.

>6. Develop procedures and practices to prevent release of infectious

>aerosols from equipment.

>7. Perform biosafety audit of work practices/procedures associated with

>large-scale operations.

>8. Understand and apply monitoring techniques and equipment to determine

>effectiveness of exposure control measures and to investigate environmental

>problems.

>9. Understand use and disposal of sharps.

>10. Select and understand use of personal protective equipment.

>11. Select and understand use of respiratory equipment.

>12. Develop and implement procedures for managing biohazardous spills and

>releases.

>13. Assure documentation of worker exposure to biohazardous materials and

>preparation of an incident report.

>14. Develop comprehensive emergency response plan for biohazard areas.

>

>

>III. RISK ASSESSMENT / HAZARD IDENTIFICATION (INFECTIOUS AGENTS &

>RECOMBINANT DNA)

>

>15. Demonstrate knowledge of personal risk factors (age, race, sex,

>pregnancy status, etc.) Associated with microbial exposure.

>16. Assess the risk of occupational exposure / infection associated with

>handling infectious agents.

>17. Demonstrate familiarity with routes of exposure, modes of transmission

>and other criteria that determine the hazard category of a microorganism.

>18. Assess the risk to the community from various work environments where

>infectious agents or sensitizing materials may be present.

>19. Demonstrate understanding of microbial toxins and their potential to

>cause work-related illness.

>20. Demonstrate ability to recognize the characteristics of bacteria,

>viruses, fungi, and parasites.

>21. Understand the hazard of exposure of service personnel to biological

>materials.

>22. Understand factors that may affect susceptibility, resistance, or

>consequences of infection.

>23. Understand difference between risk of infection and consequences of

>infection.

>24. Understand risk associated with biological aerosols in the workplace,

>such as ventilation, indoor quality, recirculation, cooling towers.

>25. Understand risk associated with point source release of biological

>aerosols in the workplace, such as from homogenizers, cell sorters,

>centrifuges, fermenters, and lasers.

>26. Understand risks associated with recombinant DNA technology.

>27. Demonstrate knowledge of unique biosafety conditions associated with

>naturally or experimentally infected animals, including non-human primates.

>

>IV. REGULATORY ASPECTS, STANDARDS &

>GUIDELINES

>

>28. Interpret and apply the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving

>Recombinant DNA Molecules.

>29. Interpret and apply the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.

>30. Interpret and apply guidelines that classify biohazardous agents

>according to risk.

>31. Interpret and apply guidelines for preventing transmission of

>Mycobacterium tuberculosis in the workplace.

>32. Interpret and apply regulations for packing, labeling, shipping of

>infectious materials, diagnostic specimens, and medical waste.

>33. Interpret and apply import and export requirements associated with

>biological materials.

>34. Interpret and apply regulations associated with animal pathogens.

>35. Interpret and apply guidelines associated with large-scale use of

>microorganisms.

>36. Interpret and apply National Sanitation Foundation Standard on Class 11

>Laminar Flow Biohazard Cabinetry (NSF 49).

>37. Interpret and apply OSHA general industry standards as they relate to

>biohazards.

>38. Interpret and apply guidelines and regulations relating to infectious

>and medical waste.

>39. Demonstrate familiarity with agencies, their role and relationship with

>biosafety, such as, WHO, CDC, NIH, OSHA, AAALAC, DOT, IATA, ICAO, DOD, EPA

>USDA, FDA.

>40. Interpret and apply CDC-NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical

>Laboratories and pertinent CDC publications.

>

>

>V. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT / DEVELOPMENT

>

>41. Understand role and function of an Institutional Biosafety

>Committee.

>42. Prepare and maintain a biosafety manual.

>43. Review project proposals and advise on biosafety issues.

>44. Advise on occupational health programs for persons

>working with biological materials.

>45. Provide and interpret biosafety resource and reference

>information.

>46.Organize and implement institutional biosafety

>compliance programs and audit their effectiveness.

>47. Institute, evaluate and document biosafety training

>programs.

>48. Identify biological agents and materials in your

>institution.

>49. Develop and implement an infectious and medical waste management program.

>50. Provide technical information and advise on products impacting

>biological safety.

>51. Develop and recommend biosafety policies.

>

>VI. EQUIPMENT OPERATION AND CERTIFICATION

>

>52. Understand the use and validation of a steam autoclave.

>53. Understand the use and certification of biological safety cabinets.

>54. Demonstrate knowledge of Class I, II and III biosafety cabinet design

>features, application and function.

>55. Understand the use of measuring and monitoring instruments to verify

>the safe operation of biological safety equipment.

>56. Understand the design, function and efficiency of HEPA filters.

>57. Understand the limitations in the use of equipment for work with

>biohazardous materials, such as fume hoods and clean benches.

>58. Understand the use and validation of sterilizers using ETO and

>vaporized hydrogen peroxide.

>59. Understand the equipment and chemicals used for space decontamination.

>60. Understand the use and applicability of animal containment equipment.

>

>VII. FACILITY DESIGN

>

>61. Understand the functions and indications for use of primary and

>secondary barriers.

>62. Understand the difference and appropriateness of facility design to

>balance the need for hazard containment, personnel, product, and

>environmental protection.

>63. Review architectural and engineering plans and advise on biosafety issues.

>64. Verify that facilities as built meet minimum biosafety design criteria.

>

>

Deborah E. Wilson, DrPH

Chief, Occupational Safety and Health Branch

Division of Safety

National Institutes of Health

Bethesda, MD 20892

Telephone:  301 496-2960

Facsimile:  301 402-0313

E-mail:  dew@helix.nih.gov
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stephan,

I'd like to write a summary for #32 or 33 or 1.

Leslie Hofherr

UCLA
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Thanks to all of you that have already indicated their support and

assistance. The feedback is just amazing. What a great bunch of

people........ :-)

Please keep up the good work.

To all of you that are still thinking about it, take your pick, we have

many topics left to go and get in touch with me directly at:

Stefan@msu.edu

Please do not just hit your reply button unless you want to have your

message go to the "BIOSAFTY" mailing list.

By the way, I will repeat the original posting in a week from now to remind

all subscribers of this opportunity.

Thanks again.

Stefan
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Stefan,

I would be willing to volunteer for #42, or 6, or 31 or 12.

Regards,

Michelle

At 10:43 AM 4/3/97 -0500, you wrote:

>Volunteers needed for Biological Safety Professional Exam Preparation!!!!!!!!!

>

>The first biological safety professional certification examination will be

>held at the 40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. How many of

>you are interested in taking this exam?

>For your information, this email contains the proposed certification task

>list. As you can see below, the committee developing this program

>identified 64 topics in 7 groups. The list can be used as a study guide and

>questions in the exam will address these topics. The challenge for all of

>us is, how to prepare the best for this exam, while still continuing our

>official responsibilities in our different positions.

>

>Here is the challenge!

>Rather than everyone of us compiling information on all topics and

>reinventing all the wheels, how about we split the work?

>

>I am looking for at least 64 volunteers.

>Yes 64, the same number as topics identified in the list below.

>I would like you to pick a topic and write a two or three page summary (or

>more if you want) identifying the key aspects of your topic as well as some

>potential exam questions on your topic. If we have 64 of us writing such a

>little chapter and than compiling it and making it available to all

>participants, I bet we can come up with a great study guide that benefits

>all of us.

>

>How about that?

>

>If this sounds good and you are seriously considering taking the exam at

>one point, volunteer and pick one primary topic (e.g., # 28) from the list

>below and at least two other topics (e.g., # 51, #54) in case your first

>pick is already taken. I will notify you ASAP about your topic and then it

>is up to you to start working on it. If you volunteer please follow through

>with your chapter, since at least 63 other volunteers rely on you to finish

>your part.

>

>Here is the proposed schedule:

>

>By the end of April we will have all topics assigned.

>By June 15th all summaries have been finished and mailed (email) to me.

>By June 30th the complete study guide is mailed to all participants.

>We all will have at least 3 months to read and study and interact on the

>web about questions.

>In October we will have a great time at the exam.

>

>

>Let me know what you think and let's go for it.

>Please send all your information, topics, questions and suggestions

>directly to me at:

>

>Stefan@msu.edu

>

>Thanks to all of you for your consideration.

>

>

>Stefan Wagener

>BSO, Michigan State University

>

>-------------------------------------------------

>

>

>BIOLOGICAL SAFETY PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATION EXAMINATION UPDATE

>

>Eligibility Requirements: To take the Certification examination, applicants

>must meet one of the following sets of criteria.

>

>1. Bachelor of Science or Arts in a biological science, with 20 semester

>hours or 30 quarter hours of microbiology or related courses approved by

>the Examining Board, and seven years of pertinent post-baccalaureate

>experience within the past ten years.

>

>2. Master's or Doctorate in a biological science, with 30 semester hours or

>45 quarters hours in microbiology or related courses approved by the

>Examining Board, and four years of pertinent post-baccalaureate experience

>within the past seven years.

>

>3. Medical degree plus residency program in clinical microbiology or public

>health.

>

>The ABSA Certification Examination Development Committee has prepared a

>task list which reflects the actual skills and knowledge required of a

>Certified Biological Safety Professional. The draft task list was reviewed

>by over 100 of your colleagues and then modified. Examination questions are

>being developed for each of the tasks in the latest revision of the list.

>The examination will have at least one question from each task; at least

>two or more questions will appear on the examination for some tasks

>considered of high importance.

>

>The work of the Committee is progressing faster than anticipated. At the

>business meeting held at the 39th Annual Biological Safety Conference, the

>Committee projected that the first examination could be scheduled at the

>40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. Because the preparation

>time may be limited after the formal announcement of the examination, the

>Committee has decided to publish the current task list which could be used

>as a study guide for those biological safety professionals anticipating

>taking the first scheduled examination. The current biological safety

>professional task list appears below.

>

>CERTIFIED BIOLOGICAL SAFETY PROFESSIONAL TASK LIST

>(Revised October 1996)

>

>I. DISINFECTION, DECONTAMINATION, STERILIZATION

>

>1. Understand the difference between sterilization, decontamination and

>disinfection and the applicability and means of monitoring each.

>

>2. Demonstrate knowledge of use, applicability, and potential hazards

>(explosive, flammable, corrosive, carcinogenic, irritating) associated with

>various disinfectants and sterilants.

>3. Understand how to use chemicals, steam, dry heat, irradiation,

>filtration, UV sources, gasses or other agents to

>kill or inactivate microorganisms.

>

>

>II. WORK PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES

>

>4. Understand the application of sterile (aseptic) techniques.

>5. Develop, evaluate and document exposure control procedures for

>biohazardous agents and materials.

>6. Develop procedures and practices to prevent release of infectious

>aerosols from equipment.

>7. Perform biosafety audit of work practices/procedures associated with

>large-scale operations.

>8. Understand and apply monitoring techniques and equipment to determine

>effectiveness of exposure control measures and to investigate environmental

>problems.

>9. Understand use and disposal of sharps.

>10. Select and understand use of personal protective equipment.

>11. Select and understand use of respiratory equipment.

>12. Develop and implement procedures for managing biohazardous spills and

>releases.

>13. Assure documentation of worker exposure to biohazardous materials and

>preparation of an incident report.

>14. Develop comprehensive emergency response plan for biohazard areas.

>

>

>III. RISK ASSESSMENT / HAZARD IDENTIFICATION (INFECTIOUS AGENTS &

>RECOMBINANT DNA)

>

>15. Demonstrate knowledge of personal risk factors (age, race, sex,

>pregnancy status, etc.) Associated with microbial exposure.

>16. Assess the risk of occupational exposure / infection associated with

>handling infectious agents.

>17. Demonstrate familiarity with routes of exposure, modes of transmission

>and other criteria that determine the hazard category of a microorganism.

>18. Assess the risk to the community from various work environments where

>infectious agents or sensitizing materials may be present.

>19. Demonstrate understanding of microbial toxins and their potential to

>cause work-related illness.

>20. Demonstrate ability to recognize the characteristics of bacteria,

>viruses, fungi, and parasites.

>21. Understand the hazard of exposure of service personnel to biological

>materials.

>22. Understand factors that may affect susceptibility, resistance, or

>consequences of infection.

>23. Understand difference between risk of infection and consequences of

>infection.

>24. Understand risk associated with biological aerosols in the workplace,

>such as ventilation, indoor quality, recirculation, cooling towers.

>25. Understand risk associated with point source release of biological

>aerosols in the workplace, such as from homogenizers, cell sorters,

>centrifuges, fermenters, and lasers.

>26. Understand risks associated with recombinant DNA technology.

>27. Demonstrate knowledge of unique biosafety conditions associated with

>naturally or experimentally infected animals, including non-human primates.

>

>IV. REGULATORY ASPECTS, STANDARDS &

>GUIDELINES

>

>28. Interpret and apply the NIH Guidelines for Research Involving

>Recombinant DNA Molecules.

>29. Interpret and apply the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard.

>30. Interpret and apply guidelines that classify biohazardous agents

>according to risk.

>31. Interpret and apply guidelines for preventing transmission of

>Mycobacterium tuberculosis in the workplace.

>32. Interpret and apply regulations for packing, labeling, shipping of

>infectious materials, diagnostic specimens, and medical waste.

>33. Interpret and apply import and export requirements associated with

>biological materials.

>34. Interpret and apply regulations associated with animal pathogens.

>35. Interpret and apply guidelines associated with large-scale use of

>microorganisms.

>36. Interpret and apply National Sanitation Foundation Standard on Class 11

>Laminar Flow Biohazard Cabinetry (NSF 49).

>37. Interpret and apply OSHA general industry standards as they relate to

>biohazards.

>38. Interpret and apply guidelines and regulations relating to infectious

>and medical waste.

>39. Demonstrate familiarity with agencies, their role and relationship with

>biosafety, such as, WHO, CDC, NIH, OSHA, AAALAC, DOT, IATA, ICAO, DOD, EPA

>USDA, FDA.

>40. Interpret and apply CDC-NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical

>Laboratories and pertinent CDC publications.

>

>

>V. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT / DEVELOPMENT

>

>41. Understand role and function of an Institutional Biosafety

>Committee.

>42. Prepare and maintain a biosafety manual.

>43. Review project proposals and advise on biosafety issues.

>44. Advise on occupational health programs for persons

>working with biological materials.

>45. Provide and interpret biosafety resource and reference

>information.

>46.Organize and implement institutional biosafety

>compliance programs and audit their effectiveness.

>47. Institute, evaluate and document biosafety training

>programs.

>48. Identify biological agents and materials in your

>institution.

>49. Develop and implement an infectious and medical waste management program.

>50. Provide technical information and advise on products impacting

>biological safety.

>51. Develop and recommend biosafety policies.

>

>VI. EQUIPMENT OPERATION AND CERTIFICATION

>

>52. Understand the use and validation of a steam autoclave.

>53. Understand the use and certification of biological safety cabinets.

>54. Demonstrate knowledge of Class I, II and III biosafety cabinet design

>features, application and function.

>55. Understand the use of measuring and monitoring instruments to verify

>the safe operation of biological safety equipment.

>56. Understand the design, function and efficiency of HEPA filters.

>57. Understand the limitations in the use of equipment for work with

>biohazardous materials, such as fume hoods and clean benches.

>58. Understand the use and validation of sterilizers using ETO and

>vaporized hydrogen peroxide.

>59. Understand the equipment and chemicals used for space decontamination.

>60. Understand the use and applicability of animal containment equipment.

>

>VII. FACILITY DESIGN

>

>61. Understand the functions and indications for use of primary and

>secondary barriers.

>62. Understand the difference and appropriateness of facility design to

>balance the need for hazard containment, personnel, product, and

>environmental protection.

>63. Review architectural and engineering plans and advise on biosafety issues.

>64. Verify that facilities as built meet minimum biosafety design criteria.

>

>

Michelle DeStefano
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THERESE STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC - Facilities

Subject:      training materials

What, if any, review do you suggest for readability of written

training documents?  Having responsibility for training for staff

ranging from housekeeping & maintenance personnel to the PhD/MD

research personnel, my inclination is to write at about the 8th grade

level.  Most training is done in person; written materials are for

references or guidelines.  So questions can be asked of a

knowledgeable person during the training.  I anticipate some

reticence on the part of some individuals to ask questions, as well.

Do you get support/direction from human resources?  risk management?

others?

Thanks in advance.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Our department - Environmental Health & Safety, U.T. M.D. Anderson Cancer

Institute has listed 5 new positions.  Qualifications for these postings

and how you may apply can be found at:

http://www.mdacc.tmc.edu/~hr/prof.html

The postings, as of 3/8/97, are as follows (under Administrative &

Mangerial Professionals):

Safety Specialist I

Safety Specialist II - will be on web page after Fri. 3/14/97

Safety Specialist III

Safety Technician II

Student Extern V - part time

I have a more detailed position description than what is found on the web

page - if interested - please e-mail me privately or call.  We need these

positions to be filled quickly - two new buildings coming on line this

year.

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

1515 Holcome Blv.

Houston, TX 77030

713 745-1423

FAX 713 745-1523        E-mail jpointer @ notes.mdacc.tmc.edu
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Hi Therese, you asked...

What, if any, review do you suggest for readability of written

training documents?  ...

I attempt to write to 7th/8th grade level (or lower) for all Safety

Training/Policies.  When I have done so successfully, I get much

appreciation from the end users.  Human Resources supports this approach

also - but they do not review or offer aid in writing/reviewing Safety

Training or Policy for this purpose.  Neither does Risk Management.  I find

that most Attorneys, PhDs and MDs tend to write much higher up on the

educational ladder - too scientific or in legal terms.  More work for me -

but I offer to take their material and rewrite it to simpler language.

Staff in our department, Legal, and/or the IBC will review documents for

accuracy.  Some of our older policies are much too technical and they

continue to present interpretation and understanding problems for those

charged with implementing them.

Judy Pointer

Safety Specialist

Environmental Health & Safety

UTMDACC, Houston TX
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Valerie I. Steinberg" <vis@UHS.UMASS.EDU>

Subject:      Hepatitis B Immunization for Custodians
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Dear Biosafety Friends,

We are reviewing our policies and procedures for employees who have

potential exposure to human blood, body fluids, and tissues.  Because we are

a state institution in Massachusetts, we do not fall under the OSHA

Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.  We do however have a campus policy (written

before the OSHA Standard)to  deal with bloodborne pathogens.  Currently our

custodians who have responsibilities for cleaning in dormitories, academic,

and administrative buildings are not immunized for hepatitis B virus (HBV).

They do have responsibilities for cleaning up "small" body fluid spills.

They receive medical treatment if they have an exposure to human blood, body

fluids, or tissues and they receive training on bloodborne pathogens.

For those of you on college campuses, are your custodians immunized for HBV?

If your custodians are not immunized, are they required to clean up blood

and body fluid spills?

If your custodians do not clean up blood and body fluid spills, who cleans

up spills?  Are the people who are handling the cleanup, immunized for HBV?

Thanks for your help,

Valerie

Valerie I. Steinberg, PhD, Biological and Chemical Safety Officer

University of Massachusetts, Environmental Health & Safety

N414 Morrill Science Center

Amherst, MA 01003-5710,

(413)545-2682, FAX (413)545-2600,

Email: vis@uhs.umass.edu
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Our representatives all must be immunized for HBV.

If they are to be in contact with blood they fall under the OSHA standard.

If you have a standard form that can be signed, to accompany their refusal

you will avoid many headaches later when a issue arises. ( i.e.. the

termination of a employee

that now remembers that he was never offered this immunization...)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------Sample------------------------->

HEPATITIS B VACCINE DECLINATION

I understand that due to my occupational exposure to blood and other

potentially infectious

materials I may be at risk of acquiring hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection.

I have been given the opportunity to be vaccinated with hepatitis B

vaccine, at no charge to myself.

However, I decline hepatitis B vaccination at this time.  I understand that

by declining this vaccine

I continue to be at risk of acquiring hepatitis B, a serious disease.

If in the future I continue to have occupational exposure to blood or other

potentially infectious

materials and I want to be vaccinated with hepatitis B vaccine, I can

receive the vaccination series at

no charge to me.

____________________________________________________________________________

__

Employee Signature                              Date

____________________________________________________________________________

__

Employee Name-printed                   Job Classification

----------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------Sample------------------------->

Make sure to check that it will meet your needs..

Mark Kropidlowski

BIO-TEC Emergency Services

33175 Vickers St. NE

Cambridge, MN 55008

bio-tec@bigfoot.com

Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

Fax: 612-689-4622

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

----------

> From: Valerie I. Steinberg <vis@UHS.UMASS.EDU>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Hepatitis B Immunization for Custodians

> Date: Wednesday, April 09, 1997 10:56 AM

>

> Dear Biosafety Friends,

>

> We are reviewing our policies and procedures for employees who have

> potential exposure to human blood, body fluids, and tissues.  Because we

are

> a state institution in Massachusetts, we do not fall under the OSHA

> Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.
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Valerie,

Our public university is not subject to OSHA either; however, the Illinois

Department of Labor (IDOL) generally adopts OSHA regs and then they are

applicable to public-sector workers in Illinois, through IDOL enforcement.

This is the case with the bloodborne pathogens reg.

As such, any employee who is expected as part of their job to clean up a

blood spill is part of our Occupational Exposure to Bloodborne Pathogens

program and is offered the HBV vaccination series (including

post-vaccination titer test) AFTER training.  We ask any who decline to

sign a declination statement with the text of Appendix A of the OSHA regs

(same as Mark Kropidlowski's statement from the earlier post). Anyone who's

been vaccinated previously (a common occurrence now that the standard has

been out for 5 years) is asked to provide a record of vaccination rather

than to sign a declination statement.

When I talk with unit heads to determine if they have employees who are

occupationally exposed, they are always given the choice of limiting the

numbers who are in the program (trained and vaccinated) by removing the

occupational exposure from the broader group and focusing it on a smaller

group.  For example, a team of trained, vaccinated building service workers

(BSW) might be notified if another BSW happens upon a blood spill that

needs to be cleaned up.  Our groups have generally chosen the

expensive-in-the-short-run option of vaccinating all their folks rather

than dealing with the long-term logistical nightmare of having a select

group respond all over campus.

Hope this helps.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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From:         kees de gooijer <Kees.deGooijer@ALGEMEEN.PK.WAU.NL>

Subject:      Conference announcement

FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT, CALL FOR ABSTRACTS :

"COMPETITIVE BIOTECHNOLOGY - BRIDGING BUSINESS AND SCIENCE -"

7th Netherlands Biotechnology Congress, March 12-13, 1998, De Reehorst, Ede,

The Netherlands

Organised by the Netherlands Biotechnological Society

The programme is divided into four 2-DAY MINISYMPOSIA. Each minisymposium

addresses one of the main biotechnological business sectors. In the first day

the emphasis will be on METHODS AND PROCESSES, while the second day will be

devoted to PRODUCTS. The four business sectors will be introduced by key-note

lecturers, who will highlight the current status and future developments

around the following subthemes:

*PHARMA: FIGHTING DISEASES, R.M. ridder van Rappard, Gist-brocades /

Bio-intermediair, Groningen

*FOOD&FEED: FEEDING THE FUTURE, Dr. S.M.A. Lecchini, Quest International,

Naarden

*FINE CHEMICALS: STRIVING FOR SUSTAINABILITY, Prof. dr. E.M. Meijer, DSM,

Geleen

*ENVIRONMENT: NURSING NATURE, Prof. dr. A.J.B. Zehnder, EAWAG-ETH, Zurich

As SPECIAL EVENTS there will be an Exhibition, a Public session on the

evening of March 12 (in Dutch), and the Presentation of the Netherlands

Biotechnology Awards.

CALL FOR  ABSTRACTS: Those wishing to contribute to the scientific programme

of the congress are invited to submit an abstract for a poster (deadline

January 15, 1998) or an oral presentation. (Deadline October 1, 1997).

Posters will be on display during the whole Congress. Accepted abstracts will

be published together with the summaries of the presentations by invited

lecturers in a book of abstracts, which will be available on site and free of

charge to all participants. In order to keep the Congress fee as low as

possible there will be no proceedings.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE: Colja Laane, Chairman, Wageningen Agricultural

University, Kees de Gooijer, Secretary, Wageningen Agricultural University,

Yvonne Vos, Treasurer, Gist-brocades, Delft, Alle Bruggink, Chemferm

Industrial Pharmaceuticals, Breda, Wouter Musters, Quest International,

Naarden

FOR Further Information (Accomodation, abstract lay-out, exhibition,

registration fees) please contact the CONGRESS SECRETARIAT: c/o mrs.Hedy

Wessels, Wageningen Agricultural University, Food- and Bioprocess Engineering

Group, P.O. Box 8129, 6700 EV Wageningen, The Netherlands, Tel: (+31) 317

482954  Fax: (+31) 317 482237, E-mail: Hedy.Wessels@algemeen.pk.wau.nl
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EPA has just released the final rule on "Microbial Products of Biotechnology".

Here is the summary:

EPA is promulgating this final rule under section 5 of the

Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), 15 U.S.C 2604, to establish

notification procedures for review of certain new microorganisms before

they are introduced into commerce. "New" microorganisms are those

formed by deliberate combinations of genetic material from organisms

classified in different taxonomic genera. This review process is

designed to prevent unreasonable risk of injury to human health and the

environment without imposing unnecessary regulatory burdens on the

biotechnology industry. This final rule describes notification

procedures and the microorganisms that would be exempt from

notification.

A copy of the final is available in the Adobe pdf format at:

http://www.absa.org       Go to: What's New!

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University
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Hello Fellow Safety Practitioners:

        Does anyone know of references, sources of info about Hearing

Critical Jobs/Situations? Thank you.

Traci Thomas
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Volunteers needed for Biological Safety Professional Exam Preparation!

         ------------2nd notice--------------

The first biological safety professional certification examination will be

held at the 40th Biological Safety Conference in October 1997. More than 20

of our fellow biosafety colleagues have already indicated their interest in

taking this exam. In addition, these folks have volunteered to create a BSP

exam study guide based on 64 topics, published by the ABSA Certification

Committee.

If you are interested in this unique opportunity, help us out. Select one

or better two of the topics still available and write a small chapter for

all of us to study. Every participant in the preparation of the study guide

will receive a complete copy dealing with all 64 topics allowing you to

significantly enhance your preparation for this important exam.

Please contact me directly (don't just hit the reply button) at:

        stefan@msu.edu

with your selection, questions or comments.

If this sounds good and you are considering taking the exam at one point,

volunteer. I will notify you ASAP about your topics and then it is up to

you to start working on it. If you volunteer please follow through with

your chapters, since the rest of the volunteers rely on you to finish your

part.

Here is the proposed schedule:

By the end of April we will have all topics assigned.

By June 15th all summaries have been finished and mailed (email) to me.

By June 30th the complete study guide is mailed to all participants.

We all will have at least 3 months to read and study and interact on the

web about questions.

In October we will have a great time at the exam.

Thanks to all of you for your consideration.

Stefan Wagener

BSO, Michigan State University

-------------------------------------------------

List of topics still available:

Only 22 left to go :-)

II. WORK PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES

5. Develop, evaluate and document exposure control procedures for

biohazardous agents and materials.

6. Develop procedures and practices to prevent release of infectious

aerosols from equipment.

7. Perform biosafety audit of work practices/procedures associated with

large-scale operations.

8. Understand and apply monitoring techniques and equipment to determine

effectiveness of exposure control measures and to investigate environmental

problems.

14. Develop comprehensive emergency response plan for biohazard areas.

III. RISK ASSESSMENT / HAZARD IDENTIFICATION (INFECTIOUS AGENTS &

RECOMBINANT DNA)

18. Assess the risk to the community from various work environments where

infectious agents or sensitizing materials may be present.

19. Demonstrate understanding of microbial toxins and their potential to

cause work-related illness.

25. Understand risk associated with point source release of biological

aerosols in the workplace, such as from homogenizers, cell sorters,

centrifuges, fermenters, and lasers.

IV. REGULATORY ASPECTS, STANDARDS &

GUIDELINES

31. Interpret and apply guidelines for preventing transmission of

Mycobacterium tuberculosis in the workplace.

36. Interpret and apply National Sanitation Foundation Standard on Class II

Laminar Flow Biohazard Cabinetry (NSF 49).

40. Interpret and apply CDC-NIH Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical

Laboratories and pertinent CDC publications.

V. PROGRAM MANAGEMENT / DEVELOPMENT

43. Review project proposals and advise on biosafety issues.

44. Advise on occupational health programs for persons

working with biological materials.

45. Provide and interpret biosafety resource and reference

information.

46.Organize and implement institutional biosafety

compliance programs and audit their effectiveness.

48. Identify biological agents and materials in your

institution.

50. Provide technical information and advise on products impacting

biological safety.

51. Develop and recommend biosafety policies.

VI. EQUIPMENT OPERATION AND CERTIFICATION

55. Understand the use of measuring and monitoring instruments to verify

the safe operation of biological safety equipment.

57. Understand the limitations in the use of equipment for work with

biohazardous materials, such as fume hoods and clean benches.

58. Understand the use and validation of sterilizers using ETO and

vaporized hydrogen peroxide.

60. Understand the use and applicability of animal containment equipment.
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From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hepatitis B vaccine for nursing/allied health students

How do those of you with nursing/allied health programs address the issue of

vaccination of students against Hepatitis B:

Is it mandatory for admission to a program?

If mandatory, is the student responsible for fees associated with

vaccination?

If not mandatory, is it recommended (i.e., information provided during

orientation)?

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

EKrisiunas@aol.com

860-675-1217
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Subject:      Re: Hepatitis B vaccine for nursing/allied health students
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>Is it mandatory for admission to a program?

Yes.

>If mandatory, is the student responsible for fees associated with

>vaccination?

Yes.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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Subject:      NEW! CDC and Select Agents Rule

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

For your information.

Stefan

=======================================================================

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Site Registration Fee Schedule and Related Matters for Facilities

Transferring or Receiving Select Agents

AGENCY: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Department of

Health and Human Services.

ACTION: Notice.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

SUMMARY: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention is announcing

its site registration fee schedule for facilities registered under 42

CFR 72.6. This notice includes the total fee for facilities in three

categories, small, medium, and large. The fee is broken down into

subtotals that illustrate how the agency derived the total fee. In

return for the fee, the facility receives a 3 year site registration

and is subject to inspection during that time period. Also included in

this notice is clarification of the exemption of certain toxins, as

well as clarification of biosafety levels for certain viruses in the

regulation.

DATES: Effective date is April 15, 1997.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lynn Myers, Office of Health and

Safety, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), 1600 Clifton

Road, NE., MS-F05, Atlanta, GA 30333, telephone (404) 639-3235.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

    ``The Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996,''

enacted on April 24, 1996, established new provisions to regulate

transfer of hazardous agents, and required HHS to issue rules to

implement these provisions. The final rule was published in the Federal

Register on October 24, 1996 and will become effective April 15, 1997.

To comply with the final rule, commercial suppliers of select agents,

as well as government agencies, universities, research institutions,

individuals, and private companies that transfer or obtain these

agents, must register with the Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention (CDC). The rule also authorizes CDC to inspect those

facilities seeking registration to determine whether the applicant

facility meets the appropriate biosafety level requirements. In return

for the certification and inspection, facilities are responsible for a

site registration fee. This notice lays out those fees and provides

technical clarification of related matters in the regulation.

Site Registration Fees

    According to 42 CFR 72.6(a)(2)(iv), registration of a facility is

to include ``[c]ollection of a periodic site registration fee by [CDC].

A schedule of fees collected by [CDC] to cover the direct costs (e.g.,

salaries, equipment, travel) and indirect costs (e.g., rent, telephone

service and a proportionate share of management and administration

costs) related to administration of this part will be published in the

Federal Register and updated annually.''

Definitions

    A facility is defined in 42 CFR 72.6(j) as ``any individual or

government agency, university, corporation, company, partnership,

society, association, firm, or other legal entity located at a single

geographic site that may transfer or receive through any means a select

agent subject to this part.'' For the purpose of assessing the site

registration fees, facilities are broken down into three categories,

small, medium, and large, depending upon the size of the facility, the

number of personnel working in the facility, and the amount of work

done in the facility.

    A small facility has one laboratory area (one biological safety

cabinet (BSC) and supporting supplies and equipment) or one room

housing one or more animals (animal room) doing work with one select

agent, or group of closely related select agents, at one biosafety

level (BSL), by one principal investigator and his/her support staff.

If the one laboratory area is used by more than one principal

investigator or for more than one select agent/group of closely related

select agents, the facility is a medium facility.

    A medium facility has laboratory areas and animal rooms that in

combination total between two and five. All laboratories must be under

the supervision of one responsible facility official and must be

located in the same single geographic site. These laboratories shall be

used by no more than five principal investigators and their support

staffs, for work on no more than five select agents/groups of closely

related select agents during the three year registration period. If

more than five principal investigators work in the laboratories or more

than five select agents (or groups of closely related select agents)

are used, the facility is a large facility.

    A large facility has laboratory areas and animal rooms that in

combination total more than five. All laboratories must be under the

supervision of one responsible facility official and must be located in

the same single geographic site.

    Any facility working with select agents at BSL 4, whether small,

medium or large, is assessed an additional fee. In addition, any

facility that makes more than 50 select agent transfers per year,

whether small, medium or large, is assessed an additional fee.

Fee Schedule

    Site registration fees for facilities registering before March 31,

1998 will be as follows:

Small Facility, $13,000

Medium Facility, $14,000

Large Facility, $15,000

Biosafety Level 4 Laboratory--add $2,000 to facility fee

More than 50 select agent transfers per year--add $1,000 to facility

fee

    The fee and site registration covers a three year time period. The

fee is due at the time of application for registration.

Cost Estimates on Which Fees Are Based

    Site registration fees listed above are based on cost estimates for

administering the program for the three year period 1997-99. We

estimate that there will be approximately 50 small facilities, 100

medium facilities and 50 large facilities registered. The fee cost

calculation is based on an estimate of contractor and government costs.

    A contractor will carry out most activities related to facility

registration,
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facility inspections, and tracking of select agent transfers. CDC will

manage the program by collecting the site registration fees and

tracking program costs, providing oversight of contractor activities,

reviewing applications before laboratories are registered, reviewing

questionable select agent transfers, acting as liaison with federal,

state, and local agencies, and inspecting BSL 4 facilities. The

contractor will be responsible for providing application materials to

facilities, reviewing completed applications for registration, making

recommendations to CDC regarding those registrations, inspecting all

BSL 3 facilities, tracking select agent transfers, and maintaining data

and information systems related to the program.

    Cost estimates for contractor activities have been prepared using

estimates of labor categories, labor hours, travel costs, and

contractor overhead . Labor categories and hours include the following:

Project Manager/Sr. Microbiologist--2080 hours per year;

Microbiologist, Mid-level--2080 hours per year; Technical Writer--200

hours per year; General Clerks--4160 hours per year; Computer Systems

Analyst--200 hours per year; Computer Programmer--400 hours per year;

Laboratory Inspector--1000 hours per year.

    In addition, the Government will provide a Project Officer,

Microbiologist, Chemist/Biosafety expert, Technical Information

Specialist, Clerk, Laboratory Inspector, and Administrative Officer to

work on this program for various numbers of hours throughout the years.

    Labor rates were calculated using the Government General Schedule

(GS) equivalent, step 5 with Atlanta area locality pay. Fringe benefits

were calculated based upon an average for this type of service

industry. Contractor overhead and profit were estimated based upon

industry averages. The Government estimates that the travel costs

associated with Inspection of facilities will be approximately $70,000

per year.

    The Government will incur additional costs associated with

Government inspection of BSL 4 laboratories and close monitoring of

transfers of BSL 4 select agents.

    The fee schedule is then calculated by adding the hourly labor

costs for contractor and agency employees, plus travel costs and

overhead, and dividing by the estimated number of small, medium, and

large facilities, respectively.

Clarification of Toxin Exemptions

    The conditions under which transfers of toxins will be exempt are

as stated in 42 CFR 72.6, Appendix A: ``Toxins for medical use,

inactivated for use as vaccines, or toxin preparations for biomedical

research use at an LD<INF>50 for vertebrates of more than 100 nanograms

per kilogram body weight are exempt.'' 42 CFR 72.6(h)(1)(ii) should

also be interpreted consistently with this definition.

    The LD<INF>50 values to be used under this regulation are those for

mice dosed by the intraperitoneal route. These values may be found in

the Registry of Toxic Effects of Chemical Substances (R-TECS) (produced

by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health), 1996 or

later version. A list of LD<INF>50 values may be obtained from CDC (fax

request to 404-639-3236).

Biosafety Levels of Certain Viruses

    As indicated in the regulation, the biosafety levels for handling

the select agents are listed in the CDC/NIH Biosafety in

Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL), 3rd edition. The

biosafety levels for morbillivirus and Sabia virus, two newly

discovered viruses are not included in the BMBL. The biosafety level

for Equine morbillivirus is BSL 4, and for Sabia virus is BSL 4. The

correct BSL for Junin virus is BSL 3, as is stated on page 134 of the

BMBL. The use of BSL 4 for Junin virus as listed on page 137 of the

BMBL is incorrect.

    CDC will mail applications for registration of facilities under

this regulation to all facilities that express an interest. Questions

about this notice and requests for application packages should be faxed

to CDC, Office of Health and Safety (404-639-3236).

    Dated: April 8, 1997.

Joseph R. Carter,

Acting Associate Director for Management and Operations Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

[FR Doc. 97-9510 Filed 4-11-97; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4163-18-P
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From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      need help with rDNA guide interpretation
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Question to the biosafety group -

Does the generation of transgenic knock-out mice (creation of - by removing

a gene from mouse ovum, then insertion of ovum into a female mouse

resulting in pregnancy and birth of a novel mouse w/o a specific gene -->

germ line alteration)  require IBC approval?  I don't think so b/c I think

it falls under Exempt Experiments from 1997 rDNA guide as below.  But,

before I tell the PI for sure - what's your opinions?  Thanks, guys & gals.

"Section III-E. Exempt Experiments

The following recombinant DNA molecules are exempt from the NIH Guidelines

and

registration with the Institutional Biosafety Committee is not required:

Section III-E-1. Those that are not in organisms or viruses."

Judy Pointer

Safety Spec III

EH&S, Box 168

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

1515 Holcombe Blvd.

Houston, TX 77030

713 745-1423

FAX 713 745-1523

e-mail jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Oki, Gwenn" <goki@SMTPLINK.COH.ORG>

Subject:      Re: need help with rDNA guide interpretation

     I believe the NIH guidelines require IBC review as a category III-C

     for transgenic and gene knockouts, which was amended early 1996?

     Gwenn Oki

     City of Hope National Medical Center

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: need help with rDNA guide interpretation

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/15/97 11:21 AM

Question to the biosafety group -

Does the generation of transgenic knock-out mice (creation of - by removing

a gene from mouse ovum, then insertion of ovum into a female mouse

resulting in pregnancy and birth of a novel mouse w/o a specific gene -->

germ line alteration)  require IBC approval?  I don't think so b/c I think

it falls under Exempt Experiments from 1997 rDNA guide as below.  But,

before I tell the PI for sure - what's your opinions?  Thanks, guys & gals.

"Section III-E. Exempt Experiments

The following recombinant DNA molecules are exempt from the NIH Guidelines

and

registration with the Institutional Biosafety Committee is not required:

Section III-E-1. Those that are not in organisms or viruses."

Judy Pointer

Safety Spec III

EH&S, Box 168

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

1515 Holcombe Blvd.

Houston, TX 77030

713 745-1423

FAX 713 745-1523

e-mail jpointer@notes.mdacc.tmc.edu
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While the NIH rDNA Guidelines cover animals that have been modified by

stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived therefrom, into the

germ-line (transgenic animals), gene knockout animals in the true sense do

not contain any recombinant DNA molecules. These animals were established

trough gene deletion or gene disruption experiments. Therefore they are not

covered under the NIH rDNA guidelines. The same process happens in nature

all the time through random mutation of genes.

Please correct me if I am wrong.

Stefan
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Subject:      Who has a BL-3 facility?
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Hi to everyone;

I have received a request for information from the USDA/CSREES.

They are interested in the number of plant, animal and microbiological BL-3

facilities at agricultural universities in the U.S. The focus of these

facilities should relate to agriculture (no HIV facilities).

So, if your university operates such a facility or you know about a

facility in your neighborhood, please let me know.

Email your reply directly to me at:  stefan@msu.edu

not this mailing list, please!

Your help is greatly appreciated.

Thanks

Stefan
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Subject:      Safety Positions available!
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The following positions are available.=20

Please contact:

Bill Cocolis

General Manager =20

Touchstone Associates Inc. =20

at 203-270-6361=20

or via fax at 203-270-6360=20

if you have any questions, or if you know of anyone that might be=

interested.

----------------------------

PRODUCT SAFETY ENGINEER

(MEDICAL)

International Test Agency with office in Pleasanton, CA, and Boston, MA is

looking for an experienced Biomedical engineer with broad knowledge of

medical equipment, quality management system, and ISO-9000.  Duties include

evaluating, testing and documenting, including test report, to

international safety standards.

The ideal candidate is able to work with minimal supervision and has these

qualifications:

=B7 BS Degree

=B7 years hands-on experience in application of international safety=

standards

=B7 Team player

=B7 Willing to travel

We offer competitive pay and good benefits.

-----------------------------------------------

Biological Safety - Quality Management System

International Test Agency with office in Pleasonton, CA, and Boston, MA is

looking for an experience Microbiologist with broad knowledge of European

regulatory affairs, especially in sterilization, biocompatability, and

ISO-9000.  Duties include evaluating, testing, and documenting, including

test report, to international safety standards.

The ideal candidate is able to work with minimal supervision and has these

qualifications:

=B7 BS Degree

=B7 Years hands-on experience in application of international safety=

standards

=B7 Team player

=B7 Willing to travel

We offer competitive pay and good benefits.

-------------------------------------------

SENIOR PRODUCT SAFETY ENGINEER

Progressive international/national test organization is looking for a

Senior Product Safety engineer with strong knowledge and at least five

years experience in Product Safety Compliance and Regulatory Affairs for

the EC and US for their Newtown, CT office.

The ideal candidate possesses excellent customer relations and acquisition

skills, is team-oriented, and willing to travel.  Some background in

ISO-9000, EMC, industrial, household or medical product safety, and/or

knowledge of the German language, would be a plus.

We offer competitive pay and a generous benefits package.

----------------------------------------------
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P."

              <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Organization: Johns Hopkins Institutions

Subject:      Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course  July 7 - 11, 1997 Announcement
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The annual four and one/half day biosafety course, given by Johns

Hopkins School of Medicine Continuing Education, still has seats

available.

Please refer to the MS Word97 attachment for information.

Richard gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu (410) 955-5918

--------------5A832D3E2934
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The University of Vermont and State Agricultural College in Burlington, VT

has one BSL-3 suite containing two separate work areas.  So far these have

only been used for BSL-2 work.

Francis

"A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject."

-W. Churchill

Francis Churchill

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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Southern Research Institute has a BL-3 (with a BL-3+ suite for MDR TB

work). Email either Susan Erwin (erwin@sri.org) or Reuben Watkins

(watkins@sri.org) in their EHS dept. for more info.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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I posed this question to the biosafety group -

Does the generation of transgenic knockout mice (creation of - by removing

a gene from mouse ovum, then insertion of ovum into a female mouse

resulting in pregnancy and birth of a novel mouse w/o a specific gene -->

germ line alteration)  require IBC approval?

I received 4 replies from universities across the US.  THANKS - you're a

great group!

Replies were split 50/50, yes/no.  So I called NIH ORDA for the

tie-breaker.

Spoke with Dr. Tom Shih.  He said "YES" knockout transgenic rodent

experiments require IBC approval and the primary hazard was to the feral

rodent population - accidental release of knockout mice from containment

into the environment.  He also said that unless there was insertion into

the animal of a gene from an etiologic agent or toxic gene, etc. that these

experiments would usually require only BL 1 containment, but that it was up

to the IBCs to determine the level.  He referred me to Section III-C-4 in

the rDNA Guide, which I have pasted below.

********

Section III-C-4. Experiments Involving Whole Animals

This section covers experiments involving whole animals in which the

animal's genome has

been altered by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived

therefrom, into the

germ-line (transgenic animals) and experiments involving viable recombinant

DNA-modified

microorganisms tested on whole animals. For the latter, other than viruses

which are only

vertically transmitted, the experiments may not be conducted at BL1-N

containment. A

minimum containment of BL2 or BL2-N is required.

Caution - Special care should be used in the evaluation of containment

conditions for some

experiments with transgenic animals. For example, such experiments might

lead to the

creation of novel mechanisms or increased transmission of a recombinant

pathogen or

production of undesirable traits in the host animal. In such cases, serious

consideration should

be given to increasing the containment conditions.

Section III-C-4-a. Recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA molecules derived

therefrom, from

any source except for greater than two-thirds of eukaryotic viral genome

may be transferred

to any non-human vertebrate or any invertebrate organism and propagated

under conditions

of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and appropriate to the

organism under

study (see Section V-B, Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV). Animals

that contain

sequences from viral vectors, which do not lead to transmissible infection

either directly or

indirectly as a result of complementation or recombination in animals, may

be propagated

under conditions of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and

appropriate to

the organism under study. Experiments involving the introduction of other

sequences from

eukaryotic viral genomes into animals are covered under Section III-C-4-b,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals. For experiments involving recombinant DNA-modified

Risk

Groups 2, 3, 4, or restricted organisms, see Sections V-A, V-G, and V-L,

Footnotes and

References of Sections I-IV. It is important that the investigator

demonstrate that the fraction

of the viral genome being utilized does not lead to productive infection. A

U.S. Department of

Agriculture permit is required for work with plant or animal pathogens (see

Section V-G,

Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV).

Section III-C-4-b. For experiments involving recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA

derived

therefrom, involving whole animals, including transgenic animals, and not

covered by Sections

III-C-1, Experiments Using Human or Animal Pathogens (Risk Group 2, Risk

Group 3,

Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents as Host-Vector Systems, or III-C-4-a,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals, the appropriate containment shall be determined by

the

Institutional Biosafety Committee.
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Hi Robin;

Thanks for the info. Your help is appreciated.

Have a nice weekend.

Bye

Stefan

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

C-123 Eng. Research Complex

East Lansing, MI 48824

Phone: (517) 355-6503

Fax: (517) 353-4871

http://www.absa.org
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Sign me up for a chapter on #25 (1st choice)

#8 (2nd choice)

#6 (3rd choice)

Richie.
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Subject:      alpha-Bungarotoxin

     An investigator at the University of Wisconsin plans to use

     alpha-bungarotoxin in a research protocol.  I am unfamiliar with this

     venom.  Could someone please advise me on appropriate biosafety

     conditions.  Please respond directly to:

     jan.a.klein@ccmail.adp.wisc.edu.

     Thanks.

     Jan Klein

     Asst. Biological Safety Officer

     UW OBS

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 18 Apr 1997 15:27:52 +0000

Reply-To:     toxman@prairie.lakes.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <toxman@prairie.lakes.com>

From:         Rick <toxman@PRAIRIE.LAKES.COM>

Subject:      sign off

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19970418120301.00713318@msu.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

please take me off this list.  I have followed the instructions 3

times with no success.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 21 Apr 1997 09:10:09 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 04/21/97 09:10:02 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Who has a BL-3 facility?

*** Reply to note of 04/17/97 14:38

The University of Miami at the Medical Campus has a BL3 facility. Still

underused, but ready anyway. Thanks

Jairo Betancourt

Laboratory Safety Specialist

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 21 Apr 1997 08:24:44 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Who has a BL-3 facility?

     I realize you were primarily interested in ag schools with BSL3 labs

     but, just for the record, UCSF (a Health Sciences campus) has two BSL3

     labs plus a Sheep Containment Facility operated essentially at BSL3 on

     the Parnassus campus, a BSL3 TB lab at San Francisco General Hospital,

     and access to a BSL3 HIV lab at the Gladstone Institute at SFGH. I

     suspect that UC Davis has at least one BSL3 lab for animal research.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California San Francisco

     (415) 476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 21 Apr 1997 18:31:50 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Kurt R. Klimpel" <kklimpel@BIOPRAXIS.COM>

Subject:      Safety with bacterial and fungal toxins

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Greetings all,  We will be working with a number of bacterial and fungal

toxins and we need to prepare SOP's for their safe handling and disposal.

I have not been able to find any reference to the use and disposal of the

toxins themselves ( we get purified material from outside suppliers) only

the organisms which produce them.  Does anyone have any SOP's for working

with any protein or nonprotein toxins that I might use as a starting point

for our use?  Any suggestions on where I might find such information?

Thanks.

Sincerely,

Kurt R. Klimpel

Project Leader

Biopraxis, Inc.

10655 Sorrento Valley Road, Suite 200

San Diego, CA 92191-0078

(619) 452-2413 ext. 19

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 11:36:00 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <ssouder@physres2.uns.tju.edu>

From:         Sue Souder <Susan.Souder@MAIL.TJU.EDU>

Subject:      BSC fans

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The question has come up about whether or not the exhaust fan in a

BSC should be kept on constantly, even when no work is taking place.

Right now, most people turn theirs off when not in use.  The NSF

states that they are made to run 24 hours, is this needed except when

the fan contributes to the air into the room?  This probably sounds

like a ridiculous question, I was just curious as to what the

majority do?

Thanks,

Sue Souder

Biosafety Officer

T.J.U.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 09:21:37 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC fans

     The standard procedure for the several hundred biosafety cabinets at

     UC San Francisco is to shut down fans and fluorescents and turn on UVs

     when hood operations are finished.  Since virtually all our hoods are

     Class II Type A/B3 being operated in Type A mode (vented to the lab

     space), continued blower operation simply HEPA-filters the lab air and

     potentially shortens the HEPA life.  I do recommend that after the

     hood is turned on and set up for use but before procedures begin, it

     be allowed to operate for at least ten minutes to flush the work

     volume air and establish a balanced air flow while giving the operator

     time to verify an acceptable magnahelic reading and give some thought

     to how he or she will maximize hood efficiency during the opertions

     about to be started.  Even in our BSL3 labs, where we run Class 2

     hoods in Type B3 mode, this same SOP is followed, with additional

     thorough wipedown steps before and after each operation.

     The NSF specification probably refers to a 24-hour duty cycle for the

     blower motors.  This means that they are designed to operate

     continuously without failure or hazard for 24 hours per day, seven

     days per week.  There is no requirement to run them continuously.

     I hope this information helps answer your question.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     University of California

     San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: BSC fans

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/22/97 8:50 AM

The question has come up about whether or not the exhaust fan in a

BSC should be kept on constantly, even when no work is taking place.

Right now, most people turn theirs off when not in use.  The NSF

states that they are made to run 24 hours, is this needed except when

the fan contributes to the air into the room?  This probably sounds

like a ridiculous question, I was just curious as to what the

majority do?

Thanks,

Sue Souder

Biosafety Officer

T.J.U.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 13:23:50 -0700

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: BSC fans

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Glenn Funk wrote:

>

>      The standard procedure for the several hundred biosafety cabinets at

>      UC San Francisco is to shut down fans and fluorescents and turn on UVs

>      when hood operations are finished.  Since virtually all our hoods are

>      Class II Type A/B3 being operated in Type A mode (vented to the lab

>      space), continued blower operation simply HEPA-filters the lab air and

>      potentially shortens the HEPA life.  I do recommend that after the

>      hood is turned on and set up for use but before procedures begin, it

>      be allowed to operate for at least ten minutes to flush the work

>      volume air and establish a balanced air flow while giving the operator

>      time to verify an acceptable magnahelic reading and give some thought

>      to how he or she will maximize hood efficiency during the opertions

>      about to be started.  Even in our BSL3 labs, where we run Class 2

>      hoods in Type B3 mode, this same SOP is followed, with additional

>      thorough wipedown steps before and after each operation.

>

>      The NSF specification probably refers to a 24-hour duty cycle for the

>      blower motors.  This means that they are designed to operate

>      continuously without failure or hazard for 24 hours per day, seven

>      days per week.  There is no requirement to run them continuously.

>

>      I hope this information helps answer your question.

>

>      Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

>      Biosafety Officer

>      University of California

>      San Francisco

>      415-476-2097

>      ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

>

To take this thread a little further, is it necessary to keep the UV

lights on from shut down at say 5:00 PM until 9:00 AM the next morning?

I seem to remember hearing once that as far as zapping any bugs on the

BSC's interior surfaces, 15-20 min. of exposure prior to starting the

day's procedure while running the fan would kill everything that was

killable.

Thanks for your comments.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 11:16:33 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: BSC fans

     I have some concerns about that approach:

     (1)  The killing effectiveness of UV light falls off by the square of

     the distance from the lamp.  The UV lamp in a Baker SG600 Sterilgard

     hood is somewhere around 27" from the work surface and this is pretty

     far as UV goes.  Effectiveness requires direct UV illumination so

     surfaces under or in the shadows created by items left in the hood

     will not be exposed.

     (2)  The output of a UV lamp degrades with time and should be checked

     with a UV meter at least anually.  Also, the bulb collects dust and

     should be cleaned with alcohol every month or so.  If these steps

     aren't done, the lamp may be so ineffective for a 15-20 minute

     exposure that it's essentially useless.

     (3)  Many cabinets provide an interlock so that the UV lamp cannot be

     operated without the sash being completely closed.  In this mode,

     workers are protected from inadvertent exposure while the air in the

     work volume gets a pretty good UV exposure.  If this interlock isn't

     provided, there is a risk to operators who leave the lamp on while

     working in the hood.  If you do this UV exposure just before starting

     hood operations, and if the hood has separate switches for the UV and

     fluorescent lamps, it's fairly easy to overlook turning off the UV

     before starting.

     I see the main value of the hood UV lamp as helping to maintain a

     minimally contaminated work volume during periods of non-operation.

     This assumes all work volume surfaces were properly disinfected prior

     to shutdown (with 70% ethanol, preferably) and that the blowers are

     turned off and the sash closed (otherwise air movement precludes

     adequate air exposure to UV).  UV lamps are reasonably low energy

     consumers and provide what I think of as "cheap insurance" when

     allowed to operate overnight and between hood operations.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     University of California

     San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: BSC fans

Author:  rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU at INTERNET

Date:    4/22/97 10:26 AM

To take this thread a little further, is it necessary to keep the UV

lights on from shut down at say 5:00 PM until 9:00 AM the next morning?

I seem to remember hearing once that as far as zapping any bugs on the

BSC's interior surfaces, 15-20 min. of exposure prior to starting the

day's procedure while running the fan would kill everything that was

killable.

Thanks for your comments.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 15:09:09 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Joseph KANABROCKI <Joseph.Kanabrocki@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Knockout mice & IBC approval

     I respectfully disagree with Dr. Shih on his interpretation (described

     in the attached message) of the Guidelines on the subject of knockout

     mice.

     According to the NIH Guidelines,

     "...recombinant DNA molecules are defined as either: (i) molecules

     that are constructed outside living cells by joining natural or

     synthetic DNA segments to DNA molecules that can replicate in a living

     cell, or (ii) molecules that result from the replication of those

     described in (i) above."

     Thus, as these knockout animals are not "recombinant", I agree with

     Stefan, who wrote:

     "While the NIH rDNA Guidelines cover animals that have been modified

     by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived therefrom,

     into the germ-line (transgenic animals), gene knockout animals in the

     true sense do not contain any recombinant DNA molecules. These animals

     were established trough gene deletion or gene disruption experiments.

     Therefore they are not covered under the NIH rDNA guidelines. The same

     process happens in nature all the time through random mutation of

     genes."

     -joek

     *********************

     Joe Kanabrocki, Ph.D.

     Director, Biosafety

     UW-Madison

     *********************

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Knockout mice & IBC approval

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at IPNET

Date:    4/18/97 8:59 AM

I posed this question to the biosafety group -

Does the generation of transgenic knockout mice (creation of - by removing

a gene from mouse ovum, then insertion of ovum into a female mouse

resulting in pregnancy and birth of a novel mouse w/o a specific gene -->

germ line alteration)  require IBC approval?

I received 4 replies from universities across the US.  THANKS - you're a

great group!

Replies were split 50/50, yes/no.  So I called NIH ORDA for the

tie-breaker.

Spoke with Dr. Tom Shih.  He said "YES" knockout transgenic rodent

experiments require IBC approval and the primary hazard was to the feral

rodent population - accidental release of knockout mice from containment

into the environment.  He also said that unless there was insertion into the

animal of a gene from an etiologic agent or toxic gene, etc. that these

experiments would usually require only BL 1 containment, but that it was up

to the IBCs to determine the level.  He referred me to Section III-C-4 in

the rDNA Guide, which I have pasted below.

********

Section III-C-4. Experiments Involving Whole Animals

This section covers experiments involving whole animals in which the

animal's genome has

been altered by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived

therefrom, into the

germ-line (transgenic animals) and experiments involving viable recombinant

DNA-modified

microorganisms tested on whole animals. For the latter, other than viruses

which are only

vertically transmitted, the experiments may not be conducted at BL1-N

containment. A

minimum containment of BL2 or BL2-N is required.

Caution - Special care should be used in the evaluation of containment

conditions for some

experiments with transgenic animals. For example, such experiments might

lead to the

creation of novel mechanisms or increased transmission of a recombinant

pathogen or

production of undesirable traits in the host animal. In such cases, serious

consideration should

be given to increasing the containment conditions.

Section III-C-4-a. Recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA molecules derived

therefrom, from

any source except for greater than two-thirds of eukaryotic viral genome

may be transferred

to any non-human vertebrate or any invertebrate organism and propagated

under conditions

of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and appropriate to the

organism under

study (see Section V-B, Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV). Animals

that contain

sequences from viral vectors, which do not lead to transmissible infection

either directly or

indirectly as a result of complementation or recombination in animals, may

be propagated

under conditions of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and

appropriate to

the organism under study. Experiments involving the introduction of other

sequences from

eukaryotic viral genomes into animals are covered under Section III-C-4-b,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals. For experiments involving recombinant DNA-modified

Risk

Groups 2, 3, 4, or restricted organisms, see Sections V-A, V-G, and V-L,

Footnotes and

References of Sections I-IV. It is important that the investigator

demonstrate that the fraction

of the viral genome being utilized does not lead to productive infection. A

U.S. Department of

Agriculture permit is required for work with plant or animal pathogens (see

Section V-G,

Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV).

Section III-C-4-b. For experiments involving recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA

derived

therefrom, involving whole animals, including transgenic animals, and not

covered by Sections

III-C-1, Experiments Using Human or Animal Pathogens (Risk Group 2, Risk

Group 3,

Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents as Host-Vector Systems, or III-C-4-a,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals, the appropriate containment shall be determined by

the

Institutional Biosafety Committee.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 13:26:03 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Knockout mice & IBC approval

     I agree - the "generation" of knockout animals is not covered by the

     NIH Guidelines, not because of any specific exemption but simply

     because the various conditions and definitions within the Guidelines

     do not include the process.  The "use" of knockout animals in other

     experiments may well be covered, however - it's just the generation of

     these beasties that isn't.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California

     San Francisco

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Knockout mice & IBC approval

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/22/97 1:13 PM

     I respectfully disagree with Dr. Shih on his interpretation (described

     in the attached message) of the Guidelines on the subject of knockout

     mice.

     According to the NIH Guidelines,

     "...recombinant DNA molecules are defined as either: (i) molecules

     that are constructed outside living cells by joining natural or

     synthetic DNA segments to DNA molecules that can replicate in a living

     cell, or (ii) molecules that result from the replication of those

     described in (i) above."

     Thus, as these knockout animals are not "recombinant", I agree with

     Stefan, who wrote:

     "While the NIH rDNA Guidelines cover animals that have been modified

     by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived therefrom,

     into the germ-line (transgenic animals), gene knockout animals in the

     true sense do not contain any recombinant DNA molecules. These animals

     were established trough gene deletion or gene disruption experiments.

     Therefore they are not covered under the NIH rDNA guidelines. The same

     process happens in nature all the time through random mutation of

     genes."

     -joek

     *********************

     Joe Kanabrocki, Ph.D.

     Director, Biosafety

     UW-Madison

     *********************

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Knockout mice & IBC approval

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at IPNET

Date:    4/18/97 8:59 AM

I posed this question to the biosafety group -

Does the generation of transgenic knockout mice (creation of - by removing

a gene from mouse ovum, then insertion of ovum into a female mouse

resulting in pregnancy and birth of a novel mouse w/o a specific gene -->

germ line alteration)  require IBC approval?

I received 4 replies from universities across the US.  THANKS - you're a

great group!

Replies were split 50/50, yes/no.  So I called NIH ORDA for the

tie-breaker.

Spoke with Dr. Tom Shih.  He said "YES" knockout transgenic rodent

experiments require IBC approval and the primary hazard was to the feral

rodent population - accidental release of knockout mice from containment

into the environment.  He also said that unless there was insertion into the

animal of a gene from an etiologic agent or toxic gene, etc. that these

experiments would usually require only BL 1 containment, but that it was up

to the IBCs to determine the level.  He referred me to Section III-C-4 in

the rDNA Guide, which I have pasted below.

********

Section III-C-4. Experiments Involving Whole Animals

This section covers experiments involving whole animals in which the

animal's genome has

been altered by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived

therefrom, into the

germ-line (transgenic animals) and experiments involving viable recombinant

DNA-modified

microorganisms tested on whole animals. For the latter, other than viruses

which are only

vertically transmitted, the experiments may not be conducted at BL1-N

containment. A

minimum containment of BL2 or BL2-N is required.

Caution - Special care should be used in the evaluation of containment

conditions for some

experiments with transgenic animals. For example, such experiments might

lead to the

creation of novel mechanisms or increased transmission of a recombinant

pathogen or

production of undesirable traits in the host animal. In such cases, serious

consideration should

be given to increasing the containment conditions.

Section III-C-4-a. Recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA molecules derived

therefrom, from

any source except for greater than two-thirds of eukaryotic viral genome

may be transferred

to any non-human vertebrate or any invertebrate organism and propagated

under conditions

of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and appropriate to the

organism under

study (see Section V-B, Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV). Animals

that contain

sequences from viral vectors, which do not lead to transmissible infection

either directly or

indirectly as a result of complementation or recombination in animals, may

be propagated

under conditions of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and

appropriate to

the organism under study. Experiments involving the introduction of other

sequences from

eukaryotic viral genomes into animals are covered under Section III-C-4-b,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals. For experiments involving recombinant DNA-modified

Risk

Groups 2, 3, 4, or restricted organisms, see Sections V-A, V-G, and V-L,

Footnotes and

References of Sections I-IV. It is important that the investigator

demonstrate that the fraction

of the viral genome being utilized does not lead to productive infection. A

U.S. Department of

Agriculture permit is required for work with plant or animal pathogens (see

Section V-G,

Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV).

Section III-C-4-b. For experiments involving recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA

derived

therefrom, involving whole animals, including transgenic animals, and not

covered by Sections

III-C-1, Experiments Using Human or Animal Pathogens (Risk Group 2, Risk

Group 3,

Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents as Host-Vector Systems, or III-C-4-a,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals, the appropriate containment shall be determined by

the

Institutional Biosafety Committee.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 15:29:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BSC fans

In-Reply-To:  <B0000043224@physres2.uns.tju.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Regarding the stopping the starting of a BSC relative to the effect on

HEPA filters, you may wish to refer to the ABSA Journal Vol. 1 No. 1, pps

55-56 where Dr. First described possible damage to older filters due to

the stopping and starting of airflow.  I have thought about that in regard

to the BSC in one of our labs and have considered running it all of the

time.  Since our room air is HEPA filtered already, we would not have to

be concerned about shortening the life of the filter due to dirty air, so

it might be a better procedure for us.  From what I have been told by

people who know electric motors better than I do, it is actually better on

many motors to just go ahead and run all of the time since the most wear

on a motor is said to occur during starting and stopping.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Tue, 22 Apr 1997, Sue Souder wrote:

> The question has come up about whether or not the exhaust fan in a

> BSC should be kept on constantly, even when no work is taking place.

> Right now, most people turn theirs off when not in use.  The NSF

> states that they are made to run 24 hours, is this needed except when

> the fan contributes to the air into the room?  This probably sounds

> like a ridiculous question, I was just curious as to what the

> majority do?

>

> Thanks,

> Sue Souder

> Biosafety Officer

> T.J.U.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 14:12:22 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: BSC fans

     You're correct - any electric device suffers a real jolt of startup

     current and electric motors are more stressed by starts and stops than

     by continuous running.  However, if it were my hood and I were

     concerned about an aging, embrittled HEPA filter (per Dr. First's

     example), I'd feel a lot more comfortable changing the filter and

     recertifying with a new one than I would using continuous operation as

     a stopgap measure.  I understand that $1000 is not easy to come by but

     I consider the biosafety cabinet one of the strongest and best

     engineering controls we have available at UCSF and I tend to push BSC

     preventive maintenance and servicing rather strongly.  Also, I think

     you stand a greater chance of a lab fire from an overheated motor

     running on a 24-hour duty cycle than from operating your UV lamp

     during down times.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California

     San Francisco

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: BSC fans

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/22/97 1:30 PM

Regarding the stopping the starting of a BSC relative to the effect on

HEPA filters, you may wish to refer to the ABSA Journal Vol. 1 No. 1, pps

55-56 where Dr. First described possible damage to older filters due to

the stopping and starting of airflow.  I have thought about that in regard

to the BSC in one of our labs and have considered running it all of the

time.  Since our room air is HEPA filtered already, we would not have to

be concerned about shortening the life of the filter due to dirty air, so

it might be a better procedure for us.  From what I have been told by

people who know electric motors better than I do, it is actually better on

many motors to just go ahead and run all of the time since the most wear

on a motor is said to occur during starting and stopping.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Tue, 22 Apr 1997, Sue Souder wrote:

> The question has come up about whether or not the exhaust fan in a

> BSC should be kept on constantly, even when no work is taking place.

> Right now, most people turn theirs off when not in use.  The NSF

> states that they are made to run 24 hours, is this needed except when

> the fan contributes to the air into the room?  This probably sounds

> like a ridiculous question, I was just curious as to what the

> majority do?

>

> Thanks,

> Sue Souder

> Biosafety Officer

> T.J.U.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 17:52:50 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Oki, Gwenn" <goki@SMTPLINK.COH.ORG>

Subject:      Re[2]: Knockout mice & IBC approval

For fear of creating any further controversy, I prefer to remain anonymous.

However, this is the interpretation of my IBC Chair on the matter.

My original response still stands.  The problem here appears to be a lack

knowledge about creation of KO strains.  Gene KO's are created by insertion of a

selectable marker gene into the target gene of interest thereby disrupting

expression of the gene resulting in a null mutation for the target gene.   The

marker gene, usually Neo, is inserted to select for the correct targetting event

which generally occurs at low frequency and would otherwise be impossible to

detect.  The KO strains are all transgenic for the marker gene!

Hence at my institution all transgenic and KO animals are reviewed as IIIC per

the NIH Guidelines.

     _______________________________________________________________

     I respectfully disagree with Dr. Shih on his interpretation (described

     in the attached message) of the Guidelines on the subject of knockout

     mice.

     According to the NIH Guidelines,

     "...recombinant DNA molecules are defined as either: (i) molecules

     that are constructed outside living cells by joining natural or

     synthetic DNA segments to DNA molecules that can replicate in a living

     cell, or (ii) molecules that result from the replication of those

     described in (i) above."

     Thus, as these knockout animals are not "recombinant", I agree with

     Stefan, who wrote:

     "While the NIH rDNA Guidelines cover animals that have been modified

     by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived therefrom,

     into the germ-line (transgenic animals), gene knockout animals in the

     true sense do not contain any recombinant DNA molecules. These animals

     were established trough gene deletion or gene disruption experiments.

     Therefore they are not covered under the NIH rDNA guidelines. The same

     process happens in nature all the time through random mutation of

     genes."

     -joek

     *********************

     Joe Kanabrocki, Ph.D.

     Director, Biosafety

     UW-Madison

     *********************

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Knockout mice & IBC approval

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at IPNET

Date:    4/18/97 8:59 AM

I posed this question to the biosafety group -

Does the generation of transgenic knockout mice (creation of - by removing

a gene from mouse ovum, then insertion of ovum into a female mouse

resulting in pregnancy and birth of a novel mouse w/o a specific gene -->

germ line alteration)  require IBC approval?

I received 4 replies from universities across the US.  THANKS - you're a

great group!

Replies were split 50/50, yes/no.  So I called NIH ORDA for the

tie-breaker.

Spoke with Dr. Tom Shih.  He said "YES" knockout transgenic rodent

experiments require IBC approval and the primary hazard was to the feral

rodent population - accidental release of knockout mice from containment

into the environment.  He also said that unless there was insertion into the

animal of a gene from an etiologic agent or toxic gene, etc. that these

experiments would usually require only BL 1 containment, but that it was up

to the IBCs to determine the level.  He referred me to Section III-C-4 in

the rDNA Guide, which I have pasted below.

********

Section III-C-4. Experiments Involving Whole Animals

This section covers experiments involving whole animals in which the

animal's genome has

been altered by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived

therefrom, into the

germ-line (transgenic animals) and experiments involving viable recombinant

DNA-modified

microorganisms tested on whole animals. For the latter, other than viruses

which are only

vertically transmitted, the experiments may not be conducted at BL1-N

containment. A

minimum containment of BL2 or BL2-N is required.

Caution - Special care should be used in the evaluation of containment

conditions for some

experiments with transgenic animals. For example, such experiments might

lead to the

creation of novel mechanisms or increased transmission of a recombinant

pathogen or

production of undesirable traits in the host animal. In such cases, serious

consideration should

be given to increasing the containment conditions.

Section III-C-4-a. Recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA molecules derived

therefrom, from

any source except for greater than two-thirds of eukaryotic viral genome

may be transferred

to any non-human vertebrate or any invertebrate organism and propagated

under conditions

of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and appropriate to the

organism under

study (see Section V-B, Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV). Animals

that contain

sequences from viral vectors, which do not lead to transmissible infection

either directly or

indirectly as a result of complementation or recombination in animals, may

be propagated

under conditions of physical containment comparable to BL1 or BL1-N and

appropriate to

the organism under study. Experiments involving the introduction of other

sequences from

eukaryotic viral genomes into animals are covered under Section III-C-4-b,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals. For experiments involving recombinant DNA-modified

Risk

Groups 2, 3, 4, or restricted organisms, see Sections V-A, V-G, and V-L,

Footnotes and

References of Sections I-IV. It is important that the investigator

demonstrate that the fraction

of the viral genome being utilized does not lead to productive infection. A

U.S. Department of

Agriculture permit is required for work with plant or animal pathogens (see

Section V-G,

Footnotes and References of Sections I-IV).

Section III-C-4-b. For experiments involving recombinant DNA, or DNA or RNA

derived

therefrom, involving whole animals, including transgenic animals, and not

covered by Sections

III-C-1, Experiments Using Human or Animal Pathogens (Risk Group 2, Risk

Group 3,

Risk Group 4, or Restricted Agents as Host-Vector Systems, or III-C-4-a,

Experiments

Involving Whole Animals, the appropriate containment shall be determined by

the

Institutional Biosafety Committee.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 22 Apr 1997 21:36:39 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Testing of HEPA filters in different applications

I have gotten involved with the microbiological efficacy of "alternative

medical waste treatment" technologies with various state agencies over the

past few years. A question that is often raised, especially when a treatment

system uses "HEPA" filters to control air emissions, is what is the most

appropriate method to test the HEPA filter to ensure it functioning properly.

We ahve used NSF 49. However, we are not dealing with a BSC. Is a DOP test

sufficient or should a protocol be developed that introduces bacterial spores

upstream of the filter and captures them downstream via some type of sampling

device?

Note: Companies are stating they have no emissions - they use "HEPA"

filters"!

There are over 60 alternative treatment technologies (incineration and

autoclaves are the old standards - macrowave, microwave, chemical, chemical

/steam, and pyrolysis are just a few of the new types). The issue that is

also being discussed is what type of emission limit (Acceptable "cfus/cubic

meter of air) should there be if these "emissions" are released to the

outside after being filtered through a HEPA filter rated 99.97%@ 0.3 microns

or 99.9995@0.12 microns.

In discussions with NIOSH, they stated use the DOP test and appropriate

penetration % based upon scan or probe as well as frequent inspections of the

filtration system (personal communication).

Interpretation of microbiological data could be difficult and testing would

need to be well controlled.

Comments are appreciated. You can also call me to discuss your thoughts.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

EKrisiunas@aol.com

860-675-1217 (office)

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 23 Apr 1997 08:12:10 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Knockout mice & IBC approval

In-Reply-To:  <9703228617.AA861747039@ccmail.adp.wisc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 03:09 PM 4/22/97 CDT, you wrote:

>     I respectfully disagree with Dr. Shih on his interpretation (described

>     in the attached message) of the Guidelines on the subject of knockout

>     mice.

>

>     According to the NIH Guidelines,

>

>     "...recombinant DNA molecules are defined as either: (i) molecules

>     that are constructed outside living cells by joining natural or

>     synthetic DNA segments to DNA molecules that can replicate in a living

>     cell, or (ii) molecules that result from the replication of those

>     described in (i) above."

>

>     Thus, as these knockout animals are not "recombinant", I agree with

>     Stefan, who wrote:

>

>     "While the NIH rDNA Guidelines cover animals that have been modified

>     by stable introduction of recombinant DNA, or DNA derived therefrom,

>     into the germ-line (transgenic animals), gene knockout animals in the

>     true sense do not contain any recombinant DNA molecules. These animals

>     were established trough gene deletion or gene disruption experiments.

>     Therefore they are not covered under the NIH rDNA guidelines. The same

>     process happens in nature all the time through random mutation of

>     genes."

>

>

Thanks Joe;

You are right with your assessment. I contacted ORDA (Dr. Shih) and the

answer was: "It depends how you do it."

If you create the knockout mice by insertion of a homologous gene, which is

obviously genetically modified, to replace the gene that you want to

knockout, the answer is YES, rDNA guidelines cover the experiment(s).

If you remove or disrupt the gene by ways other than introducing any

genetic material (e.g., rDNA) it is NOT covered.

Hope this helps.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 23 Apr 1997 08:50:02 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[2]: BSC fans

In-Reply-To:  <9703228617.AA861733274@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

On Tue, 22 Apr 1997, Glenn Funk wrote:

>      (2)  The output of a UV lamp degrades with time and should be checked

>      with a UV meter at least anually.

Glenn:

Do you make a recommendation on when to replace the lamp in a BSC?  We

have use a minimum reading of 40 micro watts/cm2.  At one time we used 160

microwatts/cm2.   I'm not sure why for either.  Any ideas.

Melinda Young

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 23 Apr 1997 11:44:57 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[4]: BSC fans

     The policy at UCSF is that each PI is responsible for maintenance,

     servicing and certification of his or her own biosafety cabinets.  We

     provide references to two or three local service and certification

     companies that've been taking care of hoods on our campuses for eons.

     I defer to these certifiers for UV lamp and HEPA filter changeout

     recommendations.

     In recent e-discussions with Rick Gastner of ENV Services, he noted

     that most manufacturers consider 100 microwatts/cm2 at the work

     surface as a target UV level.  In this context, your 160

     microwatts/cm2 figure sounds a bit high as a discard point.  Several

     studies have shown that 30-35 microwatts/cm2 at the operating level in

     surgeries significantly reduces sepsis problems so perhaps the 40

     microwatt cutoff is realistic.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     University of California

     San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Re[2]: BSC fans

Author:  Melinda Young <biosafe@u.washington.edu> at INTERNET

Date:    4/23/97 8:50 AM

On Tue, 22 Apr 1997, Glenn Funk wrote:

>      (2)  The output of a UV lamp degrades with time and should be checked

>      with a UV meter at least anually.

Glenn:

Do you make a recommendation on when to replace the lamp in a BSC?  We

have use a minimum reading of 40 micro watts/cm2.  At one time we used 160

microwatts/cm2.   I'm not sure why for either.  Any ideas.

Melinda Young

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 23 Apr 1997 17:49:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "R. Wagner" <rdwagner@BLUE.WEEG.UIOWA.EDU>

Subject:      List serve

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Please remove me from the list serve.

Thank you.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Apr 1997 17:25:08 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Interactive computer based safety training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am currently looking into the possibility of doing bloodborne pathogen

annual retraining via an interactive computer training program.  Does anyone

out there in BIOSAFTY land have any good or bad experiences with such

programs and what companies produced these programs?

Please send your messages to me directly so as not to waste bandwidth.  As

always thanks in advance for any and all advice.

Joe Kozlovac

Biosafety Officer

SAIC-FCRDC

______________________________________________________________________________

Manager, Occupational & Environmental Hygiene

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

______________________________________________________________________________

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Apr 1997 15:04:07 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Interactive computer based safety training

     Joe, we could probably use your e-mail address since the list

     reflector only provides its own.  Actually, I'd like to hear the

     responses because I too would like to set up some interactive BBP

     retraining, ideally on our web site.  Since we don't have that yet, we

     going to try a written retraining program this year using a pair of

     "special edition" newsletters with mandatory signoff documentation.

     I'd appreciate any feedback on others' experience with this approach.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California

     San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Interactive computer based safety training

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    4/28/97 2:47 PM

I am currently looking into the possibility of doing bloodborne pathogen

annual retraining via an interactive computer training program.  Does anyone

out there in BIOSAFTY land have any good or bad experiences with such

programs and what companies produced these programs?

Please send your messages to me directly so as not to waste bandwidth.  As

always thanks in advance for any and all advice.

Joe Kozlovac

Biosafety Officer

SAIC-FCRDC

______________________________________________________________________________

Manager, Occupational & Environmental Hygiene

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

______________________________________________________________________________

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 28 Apr 1997 15:22:02 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Clifford R. Roberts DVM" <ucivet@UCI.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: Knockout mice & IBC approval

In-Reply-To:  <9703228617.AA861756770@smtplink.coh.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Question from our Biosafety Committee:  How many "knockout" mice in

your experience are simple deletions which could arguably be outside the

definition of recombinant DNA experiments?

A handful of knockouts I have have just looked at are all disruptions by

insertion

of foreign DNA.  As I understand it, an additional step of selection in the

ES cells may, in

some cases, result in a perfect deletion, but there is rarely any reason to

do this.

Cliff

Clifford R. Roberts DVM                           ucivet@uci.edu

Director, ULAR                                         V 714-824-4340

University of California, Irvine                  F 714-824-2003

Irvine, CA 92697-1310

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 30 Apr 1997 09:19:46 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Interactive computer based safety training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Hi Joe - We are trying to get this, too [bloodborne pathogen

annual retraining via an interactive computer training program], and would

appreciate "seeing" your responses from the group.  Probably others in the

group would be interested, also.  So if you wouldn't mind posting them or

e-mailing them back to me personally, please do.  Thanks, Judy.

Judy Pointer

Safety Specialist

UTMDACC, EH&S, Box 168

Houston, TX 77030

713-745-1423

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 1 May 1997 10:02:55 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      IBC

We are planning  to revise our IBC policy document.  Although I have the

recent NIH Guidelines, I would like to know what other universities have

written to determine the scope and policies  that their committee uses  to

comply with the regulations.

I would appreciate any information you may have.

Thanks

Michele Crase

Biological Safety Specialist

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL

V 815.753.9251                mcrase@niu.edu

Fax 815.753.6294

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 1 May 1997 15:22:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      New from CDC, TB and lab safety

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

FYI;

CDC requests comments concerning the updating of the Agent Summary

Statement for M. tuberculosis, currently in the 3rd edition of Biosafety in

Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories published by CDC and the

National Institutes of Health. The next edition is

scheduled for the fall of 1998.

The document is now available at the ABSA website.

http://www.absa.org

Go to "What's New"

Let me know if you have any problems retrieving the file(s).

Stefan

--------------------

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

C-123 Eng. Research Complex

East Lansing, MI 48824

Phone: (517) 355-6503

Fax: (517) 353-4871

http://www.absa.org

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 5 May 1997 11:38:49 -0700

Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      latex glove substitute

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Has anyone, in the course of going "latex free", had any first hand

experience with "Maxxim SensiCare" powder free gloves.  These are the

first vinyls that I've seen that "fit" as well as latex.  (I am aware of

the many previous references on the inferiority of vinyl compared to

latex but these might have been the type of vinyl gloves that look like

the ones people on the coffee wagon use to butter your roll.)  The

company reported independent testing for phi-X 174 leakage, that while

not showing 100% exclusion, did seem impressive.  Let's remember, the

phage gets through latex gloves on occasion also. It all gets confusing

in light of the fact that reports to date have used a variety of

methodologies and there is no "magic" number vis-a-vis acceptable

penetration rates.

Does anyone have any experience with this product??

P.S. I know frequent glove changing and hand-washing is at least as

important as leakage tests but latex use is so ingrained, one would want

to be able to state as confidently as possible: these gloves do offer

barrier protection comparable to that of latex.

Thank you,

Paul Rubock

Lab Safety Spec.

UMDNJ

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 6 May 1997 09:37:20 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Biosafety <biosafety@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Computerized Training Programs for BBP Training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I am looking for any computerized training programs for Bloodborne Pathogen

Training.  The training program must be versitile and be capable of making

modifications.

Any comments? Suggested Venders? Please reply to Kyle Paradise, Sr.

Biosafety Specialist or Mr. Joseph Kozovac, Biosafety Officer, NCI-FCRDC, by

phone at (301) 846-5918.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 7 May 1997 12:39:30 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         HOUSEN Marnix <Marnix.Housen@JRC.IT>

Subject:      US National Research Council

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 8Bit

I'm not sure whether it is appropiate to ask this question here, please comment

 if you think it is not.

Q:Does anyone has the www-site of the US National Research Council.  I have a

 real hard time in finding it.

Thanks

____________________________________

Marnix Housen

Biotechnology & Environment

Joint Research Center (JRC) - Ispra

Commission of the European Union

Institute for Systems Informatics and Safety (ISIS)

e.mail:Marnix.Housen@jrc.it

phone:+39 (0)332 78 9319

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 7 May 1997 08:16:41 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Jeffrey C. Lewin" <jclewin@MTU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: US National Research Council

In-Reply-To:  <GUID:QhkbIFiWoHhCBMgAgrzU+CQ*/G=Marnix/S=Housen/PRMD=CCRIS

              PRA/ADMD=GARR/C=IT/@             MHS>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

It didn't show up as easy as I thought.  It is under the National Academy

of Sciences page:  http://www.nas.edu/  (or http://www.nas.edu/nrc for

direct access).

BTW,  One of my most used search engines is one called "profusion" out of

the Univ. of Kansas.  A bit slow at times but pretty comprehensive.  Try it

at:

http://www.designlab.ukans.edu/profusion/

Jeff

At 12:39 PM 07-05-97 +0200, you wrote:

>I'm not sure whether it is appropiate to ask this question here, please

comment

> if you think it is not.

>Q:Does anyone has the www-site of the US National Research Council.  I have a

> real hard time in finding it.

>

>

>Thanks

>____________________________________

>Marnix Housen

>Biotechnology & Environment

>Joint Research Center (JRC) - Ispra

>Commission of the European Union

>Institute for Systems Informatics and Safety (ISIS)

>e.mail:Marnix.Housen@jrc.it

>phone:+39 (0)332 78 9319

>

>

Jeff Lewin, Lab Associate       http://www.bio.mtu.edu/perspage/jclewin/home.html

jclewin@mtu.edu                 Dept Biol Sci, Michigan Technological Univ

906.487.3435/Fax 906.487.3167   Houghton MI 49931

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 11 May 1997 12:08:09 -0500

Reply-To:     zsudjoko@rad.net.id

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sudjoko Kuswadji <zsudjoko@RAD.NET.ID>

Organization: IMAOH

Subject:      ICOHIS97 - ABSTRACTS SUBMISSION

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

International Conference on Occupational Safety and Health in the

Informal Sectors (ICOHIS 97) with focus on Asia and Oceania

Kartika Plaza Beach Hotel, Tuban, Bali, Indonesia

21-24 October 1997

Theme: " Health and Safety at Work for All"

Keynote Addresses:

Dr MI Mikheev (WHO Geneva) :Occupational Health for All Feasible and

Cost Effective

Efforts;

Ms. Forastieri (ILO Geneva): Occupational Health and Safety in the

Informal Sector,

an ILO Perspective;

Prof J Jeyaratnam (NUS Singapore): The Importance of the Informal Sector

to the

National Economy and Need for Appropriate Health Services in the Era of

Globalization;

Prof M Mercier (IPCS WHO Geneva): Health and Safety Risk in the Informal

Sector due to Hazardous Substance;

Ms Noeleen Heyzer (UNIFEM New York): Safety and Health Concern for Women

Working in the Informal Sector;

Prof DR Emil Salim (Indonesia): The Environmental Impact of the Informal

Sector and the Significant of Environmental Factors to Occupational

Health and Safety;

Prof Darwin Karyadi (Indonesia): The Safety and Health Risks to Informal

Sector Workers Resulting from Nutritional Inadequacies;

Concurrent Technical Sessions:

Risk reduction, health and safety promotion;

Working women and reproductive health;

Ergonomics and appropriate technology;

Hazardous substances;

Financing of occupational safety and health;

Organization of occupational health services;

Legal aspects;

Human resources development;

Management information system;

Specific occupational health hazards;

HIV and AIDS;

Occupational skin diseases;

Occupational lung diseases;

Occupational neurologic disorders;

Occupational safety and health problem in the handicraft home industry;

Occupational health hazards of traditional divers and fishermen;

Occupational safety and health of street vendors;

Occupational safety and health of construction workers;

Deadline of Abstracts submission: 1 September 1997

Address:

Mailing : Direktorat Jenderal Pembinaan Kesehatan Masyarakat DEPKES RI

          Jl. HR Rasuna Said Blok X5 Kaveling 4-9 Jakarta 12950

Indonesia

Phone   : 62 21 520 1590 extension 7212

Fax     : 62 21 522 1229 ; 62 21 520 3871 ; 62 21 520 3117

E-mail  : icohis97@dnet.net.id
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A question to all of you at the university level submitting your

registration for select agents to the CDC. Who is paying the $ 15,000 fee?

Is it the EHS office, the administration, the researcher?

Please email me how it's handled at your place (stefan@msu.edu).

Thanks

Stefan
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From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Disposal of waste cultures and stocks

How many still autoclave all of their microbiological waste? I know many

still do. However, there are also many facilities, especially hospitals, that

have done away with their autoclaves used for treating microbiological waste

because they are shipping the waste to an off-site treatment facility. Why

treat twice is their thought? However, effective October 1, 1997, DOT will

require enhanced packaging for untreated cultures and stocks (Packaging

meeting PG II requirements which are less stringent than containers for

infectious substances but still expensive).

NYC is one of the few places where clinical micro labs must autoclave their

waste before going.

Any thoughts/comments are appreciated.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

Spectrum

860-675-1217

860-675-1311 (FAX)

EKrisiunas@aol.com
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Ed, we used to autoclave wastes before disposal, and there were numerous

BBP exposure incidents handling the waste bags prior to and in the process

of loading autoclaves.  Collecting in double red bags right in boxes going

off-site to incinerators has cut our injury/exposure rate down

significantly, so I support minimized handling.  We even got large square

garbage can lids to serve as covers for the boxes.  What is DOT trying to

achieve with stricter packaging standards?  Have their been problems with

infectious waste haulers' current containers?  Laura Newton

----------

>

> How many still autoclave all of their microbiological waste? I know many

> still do. However, there are also many facilities, especially hospitals,

that

> have done away with their autoclaves used for treating microbiological

waste

> because they are shipping the waste to an off-site treatment facility. Why

> treat twice is their thought? However, effective October 1, 1997, DOT will

> require enhanced packaging for untreated cultures and stocks (Packaging

> meeting PG II requirements which are less stringent than containers for

> infectious substances but still expensive).

>

> NYC is one of the few places where clinical micro labs must autoclave

their

> waste before going.

>

> Any thoughts/comments are appreciated.

>

> Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

> Spectrum

> 860-675-1217

> 860-675-1311 (FAX)

> EKrisiunas@aol.com

>
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From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Disposal of waste cultures and stocks

Laura:

You have brought up several interesting points regarding the issues

associated with autoclaving waste on-site. The real problem is dealing with a

regulatory agency (DOT) that has interpreted their own regulations in a

strange way. This is primarily a result of the etiologic agent rule. This was

originally introduced to ensure certain microbiological agents were properly

packaged for shipment around the U.S. (I think the term "Etiologic agent" was

actually introduced into the Federal Register in 1956/1957). The etiologic

rule has gone through several changes during the past 40 years with the

recent switch to the term "infectious substances". Regulated medical waste

was pulled into this category. Most RMW can be transported in packaging that

meets OSHAs BBP rule. However, DOT wants waste cultures and stocks as listed

in "Biosafety in Micro and Biomed Labs" (CDC/NIH publication to be

transported in PG II packaging. If treated (autoclave, chemical disinfection

or other suitable method), DOT does not consider it regulated medical waste).

Research by a medical waste trade association indicates there have been 16-18

reports of spills involving infectious substances or etiologic agents since

1989. Only 2 were related to regulated medical waste. There is probably under

reporting of spills.

We can certainly debate the merit of whether most of the items discarded as

regulated medical waste(infectious or biohazardous waste - at least 14

variations of these terms in 50 states) are really dangerous. But sharps, lab

waste, and microbiological waste are true hazards. The issue is whether data

is available that supports sending this materials offsite in the present

packaging if one does not treat on-site or using more expensive containers or

continuing to treat waste on site which many facilities have gotten away from

(Personal experience with hospitals indicates many do not treat on-site.

However, I do not have any exact numbers - who autoclaves/who doesn't).

There are many perspectives to this issue. DOT defers to CDC for expert

advice.

NOTE: BSL -4 bugs must still be treated on-site - no exceptions. Probably

even BSL-3. The list of bugs provided in the NIH DNA guidelines is easier to

read than the CDC text mentioned above. However, the area that may be most

impacted in BSL- 2 labs, tipically found in hospitals.

The medical waste disposal industry is trying to address this issue. You

comments are appreciated.

Thank you!

ED Krisiunas  (EKrisiunas@aol.com)
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Ed,

We autoclave all BL-3 and animal facilities wastes.  However, we send

out the remaining waste to be incinerated, (with some exceptions in

some BL-2 laboratories which are using organisms such as HBV).  How

differently are we going to have to package our waste? All of the hospital

and clinical laboratories waste is autoclaved because we have a large

one for all of the hospital.  The university goes out to be

incinerated.

Sue Souder
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Hello,

     Let me ask a stupid question here regarding disposal of  syringes

which have been used without a needle.  How are these being handled by

members of  the Biosafety List?  Please answer this question using two

scenarios - the syringe has been used with water, and the syringe has been

used with a Biosafety Level 2 organism.  They aren't a sharp, but they are

obviously articles to which access needs to be controlled.

     Thank you in advance for any guidance you may have to offer.

          Pamela Hubley

          Millipore Corporation

          EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com
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Pamela,

At UIUC, any syringe with or without a needle is considered potentially

infectious medical waste (PIMW).  It must go into a sharps disposal

container.  This would apply to both your examples.

This is broader than what Illinois' PIMW regulations require.  To avoid

confusing our 2,000+ labs, we regulate look-alike waste (e.g., the syringe

with only water) just like PIMW (e.g., the syringe with the BSL2 organism).

 Our building service workers (custodians) have been trained to keep an eye

out for improper disposal of sharps (mostly to avoid injuries to

themselves).  This single definition keeps it simple for them too.

Each state will potentially have a slightly different interpretation of

this depending on their medical waste regs.

Hope this helps.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Water in syringe....regular trash

Syringe w/organisms....in biohazardous trash, not sharps container.

That's how we deal w/it in Pathology dept of hospital.
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Are there any training videos or materials on proper procedure on

autoclaving techniques.  Thanks in advance for your help.

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

Kansas City, MO
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To avoid confusion, all syringes with or without needles, used with water

or contaminated materials, are disposed in sharps containers.  Our local

Health Department has no concerns regarding needle-less syringe disposal

but we felt it was in our best interest to treat all similar types of waste

the same.

David Mori

At 04:25 PM 5/13/97 -0400, you wrote:

>Hello,

>

>     Let me ask a stupid question here regarding disposal of  syringes

>which have been used without a needle.  How are these being handled by

>members of  the Biosafety List?  Please answer this question using two

>scenarios - the syringe has been used with water, and the syringe has been

>used with a Biosafety Level 2 organism.  They aren't a sharp, but they are

>obviously articles to which access needs to be controlled.

>

>     Thank you in advance for any guidance you may have to offer.

>

>          Pamela Hubley

>          Millipore Corporation

>          EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com

>

>

David Mori

Medical Center Safety Officer

UCI Medical Center

Environmental Health & Safety Office

Phone (714) 456-6738

Fax (714) 634-8639

E-mail dkmori@uci.edu
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From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: SYRINGES - NO NEEDLE

     At UCSF, we pretty much follow the California Medical Waste Management

     Act.  Syringes w/o needles that are contaminated with biohazardous

     waste are considered medical sharps waste and are discarded in red

     sharps containers and commercially incinerated.  All other syringes

     w/o needles are considered potentially chemically contaminated and are

     discarded in a non-red sharps container marked "uncontaminated" and

     are considered solid waste (trash).  In the research labs, I encourage

     everyone to discard ALL syringes, contaminated or otherwise, as

     medical sharps waste to ensure that all lab syringes are destroyed and

     none become available to dumpster divers.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California, San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: SYRINGES - NO NEEDLE

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    5/13/97 2:01 PM

Hello,

     Let me ask a stupid question here regarding disposal of  syringes

which have been used without a needle.  How are these being handled by

members of  the Biosafety List?  Please answer this question using two

scenarios - the syringe has been used with water, and the syringe has been

used with a Biosafety Level 2 organism.  They aren't a sharp, but they are

obviously articles to which access needs to be controlled.

     Thank you in advance for any guidance you may have to offer.

          Pamela Hubley

          Millipore Corporation

          EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com
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From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: SYRINGES - NO NEEDLE

Pamela:

Practicality would dictate a syringe with water = solid waste, a syringe with

microorganisms = infectious waste/biomedical waste.

Unfortunately, what should dictate your decision is the regulation particular

to your state/city.

Is the item used for medical care or for medical research on animals or

humans?

If, yes it may be an infectious waste.

In Connecticut, the definition of a sharp includes hypodermic syringes, with

or without attached needles.

Therefore, syringes that had water for an experiment related to medical

research  on humans or animals should be discarded into a sharps container as

infectious waste in Connecticut. Not everyone may discard these items are

infectious waste but that is the law.

Bottom line:

Know your state regulations - if they do not include these items, the

disposal of non-contaminated syringes becomes a corporate decision based upon

the location of the facility and the prevailing regulatory/public relations

atmosphere.

And you thought you had a stupid question!

Ed Krisiunas

Ekrisiunas@aol.com
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No such thing as a stupid question.  At MIT syringes are treated as a sharp

and thus get incinerated.  Reduces possible liability of it getting into the

wrong hands.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Hardly a stupid question.  UVM has to answer this one at least once a year.

Somebody always asks why they have to dispose of something as biowaste even

when it hasn't been exposed to biohaz material.  THis includes syringes,

pippettes, culture flasks.

For us it's perception.  We don't want to have to drive down to the

landfill to explain that something that looks like it could be biowaste

really isn't.  Added to this,our custodians are vigilant about what goes

into the standard trash.  Individual labs don't pay for their biowaste so

the University picks up the extra cost.  Mostly it just reduces confusion,

Francis

"A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject."

-W. Churchill

Francis Churchill

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu
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I agree.  Here at Kent State, we try to put all syringes, independent

of  use in sharps containers and dispose of them as Biohazardous

waste.  Extra cost in insignificant when one considers the

good will that could be lost and hassel if any of this stuff turned

up in the standard trash.

Not long after I started here one of our professors got stuck by a

syringe needle that had been put into a lab trash container.  He is

now head of that department. I can assure you syringes and needles

are now being handled properly.

TomB

> Hardly a stupid question.  UVM has to answer this one at least once

> a year. Somebody always asks why they have to dispose of something

> as biowaste even when it hasn't been exposed to biohaz material.

> THis includes syringes, pippettes, culture flasks.

>

> For us it's perception.  We don't want to have to drive down to the

> landfill to explain that something that looks like it could be

> biowaste really isn't.  Added to this,our custodians are vigilant

> about what goes into the standard trash.  Individual labs don't pay

> for their biowaste so the University picks up the extra cost.

> Mostly it just reduces confusion,

>

> Francis

>

>

> "A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the

> subject." -W. Churchill

>

> Francis Churchill

> University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

> 655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

> (802) 656-5405

> fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu

Tom Bialke

TOM@RAGS.KENT.EDU
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While following up on an incident involving an exploding cryovial, we have

done some research on recommended practice vs what is really happening in

the labs.  Although many of our labs are storing their vials in the liquid

phase I could not find a vial that is designed for this and most actually

carry warnings against this.  Add to this that the vials contain cells

that are known to be infected and there is a real risk when one explodes.

Do other universities have policies on cryostorage?

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays
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From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      Bleach--loss of potency

I'm posting this question for an occupational medicine colleague who's been

asked to "prove it":

Where could one find definitive literature about the loss of potency over

time in 10% hypochlorite solutions?  Why do the solutions lose activity

(i.e. what is the mechanism?)  What are current recommendations for changing

of decon solutions?

Thanks!
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Please refer to:

A. Bradshaw, R.W. Lines (1987) The instability of sodium hypochlorite

solutions, Lab Science 36:94.

Sodium hypochlorite hydrolyses in water:

NaOcl + H20 ----> HOCL + NaOH

and hypochlorous acid as well as hypochlorite decompose in the presence of

sunlight:

2 OCl- -------> 2 Cl- + O2

One reason why suppliers use dark containers.

In comparison, a 8% sodium hypochlorite solution stored at room temperature

(dark, vented container) lost half of the available chlorine after 5 months

in comparison to the same solution stored at 4 degrees Celsius.

In a similar study, solutions stored with light exposure lost 45% of the

available chlorine over a period of 40 days, in comparison with solutions

stored in the dark.

Conclusion:

If hypochlorite solutions are stored under unsuitable conditions

decomposition is accelerated. If bleach dilutions have to be made fresh

every day is another question and certainly open for discussion.

Hope this helps.

Stefan
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Hi Melinda,

In our experience none of the standard cryovials are particularly well =

suited for storage in the liquid phase of dewars.  Some labs seal the =

cells in flame-sealed cryogenic ampules.  The difficulty with the =

standard cryovials is that the nitrogen leaks into the vial - the seals =

are not nitrogen proof.  When the vial is thawed, the pressure inside =

the vial increases dramatically and the vial explodes.  In the case of =

the glass vials, nitrogen cannot penetrate and there is no pressure =

differential when the vial thaws.  In general, vapor phase storage is =

more than adequate for cell storage.  Flame-sealing vials is a pain!

Cliff Bond

----------

From:   Melinda Young[SMTP:biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU]

Sent:   Wednesday, May 14, 1997 9:06 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Cryopreservation and LN2

While following up on an incident involving an exploding cryovial, we =

have

done some research on recommended practice vs what is really happening =

in

the labs.  Although many of our labs are storing their vials in the =

liquid

phase I could not find a vial that is designed for this and most =

actually

carry warnings against this.  Add to this that the vials contain cells

that are known to be infected and there is a real risk when one =

explodes.

Do other universities have policies on cryostorage?

_________________________________________________________________________=

_____

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health =

Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays
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KzsvWwAAHgAeDAEAAAAFAAAAU01UUAAAAAAeAB8MAQAAAB4AAAB1bWJjYkBnZW1pbmkub3Njcy5t

b250YW5hLmVkdQAAAAMABhDEpghfAwAHEE4FAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABISU1FTElOREEsSU5PVVJF

WFBFUklFTkNFTk9ORU9GVEhFU1RBTkRBUkRDUllPVklBTFNBUkVQQVJUSUNVTEFSTFlXRUxMU1VJ

VEVERk9SU1RPUkFHRUlOVEhFTElRVUlEUEhBAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAkQUAAI0FAAAICgAATFpGdYgp

uRf/AAoBDwIVAqQD5AXrAoMAUBMDVAIAY2gKwHNldO4yBgAGwwKDMgPGBxMCg7ozEw19CoAIzwnZ

OxX/eDI1NQKACoENsQtgbvBnMTAzFCALChLyDAEiYwBAIEhpBdBlbLELgGRhLAqFCoVJA6BhCGEg

ZXhwBnEJ8GMYZSBuAiAdcG9mIHR0aB1wcwGQG1ELICDxBQB5b3YHMQQgCsAdcCEKsXRpY3ULYHJs

GHkgdxsgAyBzdWl6dAmAIAIQBcAeUAWwYd5nHXALgB4DGzBxIPAewF5wEcAR8B3SDbB3EdEu/iAG

AANwImEBoAQgEfAHQH8eAx1gILAEICIRGNEHgC1fJLIhIR7iIeADAGMfcG2ucCAgB5Aj4VQeIWQG

kNpmIAJ0IHEhAGgeDx8VuwQAKRFhBUApIgMAdANg9ybhInAkwGslgiGgKRMfIvwgLSkUJMEfZB2Q

BUArV+5wA2Ad4CPhVykwIiQs0/MqlCCQZCwpEy7wB5Ag4P8fkQuAAJANsC+5HVAWACMR/QQgZCHA

AMAf8QdAIGEpgf8siBzhFZANsCPSHHElAyMV/SkiZwtgBBEfIzDgK1cz4P5uLiIdAB2wK3Aq4B1w

NEX/MaIEIB2QMTgoIjnBAjAs4v53L4swgjWFJuEEkAdAMOD4dmFwBbEi9CGXBCAEYPcfkSrBA6Bh

DbAioDkiIVK3JUIhhiPhRiXnC4BnN0StKoJhH7ELgCEbnEMbMOkN0CBCAiBkG5wbnAr0ERswMTgw

AtFpLTE8NDQN8AzQR9MLWTE21wqgA2AhEGMFQC1J9wqH10irDDBJdkYDYTpK/kl2MwyCGwYgWQhg

GQBbUwBNVFA6YmlvcwJhOyBAVS5XQVMASElOR1RPTi7wRURVXUqfS60GYAIwW0zfTetXCYAdsHMb

YHk1MOBNVgAgR9Aw4DE5gDk3IDk6MDYTcGZNUX9LrVRvU79N60IASU9TQUZUWUCATUlUVk1BLlwR

x1EiV49SjnViakmxWa/9TetDHvExQgSQPeAf8AIgMTQzTE4yRf9HAzM2/0h3FCIMAUl2L3ADEEBi

ILDmbwPwQmF1cByQYjIywvcyAQIwIgF2BvAfIEJhA5FfNRRCUh7mMOAgkCARwHbqZQqFZB2icyQi

YZIKwO8RsGbiFgAFoG0HgBtQISH/LvAA0B/xLLEEIDvAKuEqkfczATQCEcBwOMFCUguACoVXIkMk

cSPhQSiQaAhgZ/8pAAOBIHAd4RyiJGMfgiGS+0JSKSFpBcAqNSIqCoUi9PZJHtAIYGwewC4iKFA0

Uc9DIDxWbeM1YWlnHbAhNP8pIELyNFEEYClgH3BJwEAw9zQBCoUz4HIe8CCACsBu8r0fYWcLcXjB

eBJwUmQ0Yf8sciqaHyQFoAIwC3ElNG9nayrhH4JrHZB3IiEscGL/IfI7IEnAISE5a0MgbjJrYL0E

AGs7tB2iNRcbnEQscP8uMDmxZrADAGpAEeAhAAiQ/wQgaiIfsAbwIACFQmIhHuLtIZU/RY8Ksl+I

r4m/is8fi9+MdxucTrsw4FIuU7cj4Y+vI/BVhMZxQ1cjEO9l0BkAIaBvVkJP9CihXvC/HQEfIGsg

BcCUHyPwRWfw33MQAiBsgQGQAyBIJMEo8e80QgYQkyKSbi+VX5ZiBmCHbSFiIUTBeCAzNUfhswp2

T+Z1LiOgkeYuCYDudZROBmAq4HQmYDDgUIClVwA4VsA1LZqZKAHQJDYpmoAzLQHANzh+LWgAbUIA

wAMQny4ZQDVwMS1mYZpQop+i808BKEJlOlJtIDQx2xrAHeFIM/GWJkM7UQSQ958unrAZIC0AcSCQ

FgF/wL8gcIGDHQFrIAOgoFA1IIH8ZWtV8X42Yz9Idxo1SXYLCoUVIQCtcAAAAAMAEBAAAAAAAwAR

EAAAAABAAAcwoFjHRp5gvAFAAAgwoFjHRp5gvAEeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAMQ1
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The loss of potency and how rapid it occurs depends upon the pH of the

solution.  Very alkaline - quite stable, very acid - very unstable.

According to G. R. Dychdala in Disinfection, Sterilization and Preservation

Sodium hypochlorite is less stable in water solution then Ca hypochlorite

and as Cl concentration goes up the less stable it is (so 10% would be less

stable then 1%).  Additionally pH affects the stability of free available Cl

- with acid solutions being relatively unstable.

Hypochlorites, in solution, form hypochlorous acid and OCl-.  HClO is the

agent with the higher killing profile (about 80X's that of  OCl).  In acid

solutions you get more HClO but HClO is not stable going to Chlorine, Oxygen

and HClO(4) (from the Merck Index).

At 09:58 AM 5/14/97 -0700, you wrote:

>I'm posting this question for an occupational medicine colleague who's been

>asked to "prove it":

>

>Where could one find definitive literature about the loss of potency over

>time in 10% hypochlorite solutions?  Why do the solutions lose activity

>(i.e. what is the mechanism?)  What are current recommendations for changing

>of decon solutions?

>

>Thanks!

>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Cliff Bond <--- HE's RIGHT!  The plastic ampoules spew out the gaskets.

But glass ampoules aren't that safe either.  I sealed thousands of glass

ampoules in my past life as a tissue culture tech at MDA and elsewhere, and

even with lots and lots of practice with the acetylene torch, I would

occasionally get a small bubble in the bead and not get a good seal.  These

would explode when I took them out of the tank.  Also other techs were

putting their ampoules into the same tank (some were even worse at it than

I was).  Sometimes I'd raise a stem of vials and the thing would start

going off like fire works.   I learned the hard way to protect myself.  So,

I always wore a face shield, a mask (make that respirator today), and had a

hard plastic container, filled with bleach, on hand (to throw things in if

they started popping).  I also wore neoprene gloves under heavy asbestos

gloves, 2 lab coats (I'd bunch them up around my neck) and took a buddy

along on thawing expeditions - just in case.  There's nothing worse than

little bits of glass embedded in your neck,  with gaud knows what in them.

 We eventually banned virus infected cultures (human pathogens) from the

LN2 tanks.  Just put them at -20*, short term.

But, our institute does not have an official policy as far as I know, today

- it's just handled dept. by dept.

PS - It's real hard to keep an LN2 tank just at the vapor stage level -

especially if room temp varies and you don't want to come in on weekends

and over vacations.

Judy Pointer, Safety Spec III

UTMDACC

Houston, TX 77030

Hi Melinda,

In our experience none of the standard cryovials are particularly well

suited for storage in the liquid phase of dewars.  Some labs seal the cells

in flame-sealed cryogenic ampules.  The difficulty with the standard

cryovials is that the nitrogen leaks into the vial - the seals are not

nitrogen proof.  When the vial is thawed, the pressure inside the vial

increases dramatically and the vial explodes.  In the case of the glass

vials, nitrogen cannot penetrate and there is no pressure differential when

the vial thaws.  In general, vapor phase storage is more than adequate for

cell storage.  Flame-sealing vials is a pain!

Cliff Bond

----------

From:   Melinda Young[SMTP:biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU]

Sent:   Wednesday, May 14, 1997 9:06 AM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Cryopreservation and LN2

While following up on an incident involving an exploding cryovial, we have

done some research on recommended practice vs what is really happening in

the labs.  Although many of our labs are storing their vials in the liquid

phase I could not find a vial that is designed for this and most actually

carry warnings against this.  Add to this that the vials contain cells

that are known to be infected and there is a real risk when one explodes.

Do other universities have policies on cryostorage?

___________________________________________________________________________

___

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays

--0__=hOda6taSln98yujWTfSOCT2GHND9oYsblbrzP1QuZQf5A9mbMI0x3qzv

Content-type: application/octet-stream;

        name="ATT01"

Content-transfer-encoding: base64

eJ8+IhQTAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYAOAEAAAEAAAAMAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAAgH2DwEA

AAAEAAAAAAAAAsU3AQSAAQAdAAAAUkU6IENyeW9wcmVzZXJ2YXRpb24gYW5kIExOMgDvCQEFgAMA

DgAAAM0HBQAOAA0ALgATAAMAOAEBIIADAA4AAADNBwUADgANACUAJAADAEABAQmAAQAhAAAAMUE0

OUU2N0E5RUNBRDAxMTk1RDEwODAwMkIzQjJGNUIALQcBA5AGACgHAAATAAAACwAjAAAAAAADACYA

AAAAAAsAKQAAAAAAAwAuAAAAAAADADYAAAAAAEAAOQDgGh5+n2C8AR4AcAABAAAAHQAAAFJFOiBD

cnlvcHJlc2VydmF0aW9uIGFuZCBMTjIAAAAAAgFxAAEAAAAWAAAAAbxgn34elgH6sMqeEdCV0QgA

KzsvWwAAHgAeDAEAAAAFAAAAU01UUAAAAAAeAB8MAQAAAB4AAAB1bWJjYkBnZW1pbmkub3Njcy5t

b250YW5hLmVkdQAAAAMABhDEpghfAwAHEE4FAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABISU1FTElOREEsSU5PVVJF

WFBFUklFTkNFTk9ORU9GVEhFU1RBTkRBUkRDUllPVklBTFNBUkVQQVJUSUNVTEFSTFlXRUxMU1VJ

VEVERk9SU1RPUkFHRUlOVEhFTElRVUlEUEhBAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAkQUAAI0FAAAICgAATFpGdYgp

uRf/AAoBDwIVAqQD5AXrAoMAUBMDVAIAY2gKwHNldO4yBgAGwwKDMgPGBxMCg7ozEw19CoAIzwnZ

OxX/eDI1NQKACoENsQtgbvBnMTAzFCALChLyDAEiYwBAIEhpBdBlbLELgGRhLAqFCoVJA6BhCGEg

ZXhwBnEJ8GMYZSBuAiAdcG9mIHR0aB1wcwGQG1ELICDxBQB5b3YHMQQgCsAdcCEKsXRpY3ULYHJs

GHkgdxsgAyBzdWl6dAmAIAIQBcAeUAWwYd5nHXALgB4DGzBxIPAewF5wEcAR8B3SDbB3EdEu/iAG

AANwImEBoAQgEfAHQH8eAx1gILAEICIRGNEHgC1fJLIhIR7iIeADAGMfcG2ucCAgB5Aj4VQeIWQG

kNpmIAJ0IHEhAGgeDx8VuwQAKRFhBUApIgMAdANg9ybhInAkwGslgiGgKRMfIvwgLSkUJMEfZB2Q
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YHk1MOBNVgAgR9Aw4DE5gDk3IDk6MDYTcGZNUX9LrVRvU79N60IASU9TQUZUWUCATUlUVk1BLlwR

x1EiV49SjnViakmxWa/9TetDHvExQgSQPeAf8AIgMTQzTE4yRf9HAzM2/0h3FCIMAUl2L3ADEEBi

ILDmbwPwQmF1cByQYjIywvcyAQIwIgF2BvAfIEJhA5FfNRRCUh7mMOAgkCARwHbqZQqFZB2icyQi

YZIKwO8RsGbiFgAFoG0HgBtQISH/LvAA0B/xLLEEIDvAKuEqkfczATQCEcBwOMFCUguACoVXIkMk

cSPhQSiQaAhgZ/8pAAOBIHAd4RyiJGMfgiGS+0JSKSFpBcAqNSIqCoUi9PZJHtAIYGwewC4iKFA0

Uc9DIDxWbeM1YWlnHbAhNP8pIELyNFEEYClgH3BJwEAw9zQBCoUz4HIe8CCACsBu8r0fYWcLcXjB
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In Indiana we have a more sensible state infectious waste law.

Uncontaminated syringes without needles may go into regular trash.

Syringes (no needles) used with infectious materials go into biohazard

waste containers, but do not have to go into sharps containers.  With

3,000 research folks just at our corporate center, we have the potential

to generate a lot of look-alike trash, so we try to choose the least

expensive disposal method that meets safety and regulatory requirements.

Part of this decision is also driven by the fact that we autoclave and/or

incinerate our own waste, so it doesn't get into the public domain.

Dumpster divers are not an issue here either, due to the location of our

dumpsters.

To repeat what others have said, your own state regulations and corporate

practices/attitudes will drive your decisions.

Chris Thompson

Eli Lilly & Co.
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If a person uses 10% Bleach solution to decon a spill.  Can you

autoclave the decon waste?

Thanks for your help.

Melina Kinsey
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Pamela, we send anything that looks medical, even if not contaminated, to

incineration off-site with our infectious waste, to avoid negative feedback

from landfill, and controlled items falling into the wrong hands.

----------

> Hello,

>

>      Let me ask a stupid question here regarding disposal of  syringes

> which have been used without a needle.  How are these being handled by

> members of  the Biosafety List?  Please answer this question using two

> scenarios - the syringe has been used with water, and the syringe has been

> used with a Biosafety Level 2 organism.  They aren't a sharp, but they are

> obviously articles to which access needs to be controlled.

>

>      Thank you in advance for any guidance you may have to offer.

>

>           Pamela Hubley

>           Millipore Corporation

>           EMAIL: pamela_hubley@millipore.com

>
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Subject:      A Suggestion for the List

     Fellow Members of the Biosafety List --

     Perhaps my e-mail system is unusual but, when I receive an initial

     mailing or a response to a previous mailing from the biosafety list,

     my system only shows the sender as "biosafty@mitmva..." with me as a

     blind copy recipient.  It doesn't show me the original poster or

     responder.  The only way I can tell who's contributing is by looking

     for a signature line, which is often missing.

     I'd like to suggest that all posters and responders include a

     signature line with their message.  This will help me learn who my

     compadres are out there in BS Land.  I also find it easier to

     introduce myself to a person who's name I recognize so perhaps this

     will help out at ABSA and other occasions where we have a chance to

     meet one another.

     Thanks for giving this your consideration.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of Calif. San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu
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>     Perhaps my e-mail system is unusual but, when I receive an initial

>     mailing or a response to a previous mailing from the biosafety list,

>     my system only shows the sender as "biosafty@mitmva..." with me as a

>     blind copy recipient.  It doesn't show me the original poster or

>     responder.  The only way I can tell who's contributing is by looking

>     for a signature line, which is often missing.

This is not that unusual. I have two email accounts, one strips all the

"extraneous" information from the email before I get it, and the other

doesn't. Ergo, I always include my name and email address in my tag file.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      CDC Select Agent Forms on the WWW

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A temporary webpage containing the complete CDC application package for

"Select Agent Registration" has been established. All files are in the

Adobe(R) pdf format and require the Adobe Reader Software 3.0, which is

available for free from Adobe at: http://www.adobe.com

This page is not yet officially available through the ABSA homepage for two

reasons. First, I would like to  get your feedback to find any bugs and

second, we still are waiting for CDC's input.

For all of you that have the Acrobat Reader 3.0, please access the page at

the following URL and test the documents:

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/cdc-sa/s-agents.html

Please let me know about any problems you encounter, including information

about your computer and webbrowser. Email your responses to me at:

stefan@msu.edu.

Thank you very much.

Stefan

--------------------

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI 48824

Phone: (517) 355-6503

Email: Stefan@msu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 May 1997 13:37:46 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johns, Sue" <johnss@WIPP.CARLSBAD.NM.US>

Subject:      FW: International Peer Review of the 1996 Performance Assessment

              Report

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

>WIPP Review Published by Independent International Experts

>

>At the request of the Department of Energy's Carlsbad Area Office, a group of

>prominent international experts was asked to determine whether the Waste

>Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) is suitable as the nation's first underground

>nuclear waste repository.

>

>Members of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development's

>Nuclear Energy Agency and the International Atomic Energy Agency published

>their conclusions in a report that has just been published.  The WIPP project

>is offering the report titled International Peer Review of the 1996

>Performance Assessment of the US Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP).

>

>This report will offer you the opportunity to review the following:

>

>*      Introduction

>*      Environmental Protection Agency Regulations

>*      1996 Performance Assessment of the WIPP

>*      Conclusions

>*      References

>

>To obtain your free copy of the International Peer Review of the 1996

>Performance Assessment of the US Waste Isolation Pilot Plant, E-mail your

>mailing address request to Sue Johns at Johnss@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us.  If you

>prefer to call the WIPP Information Center, toll-free, contact Frank

>Burchardt at 1-800-336-9477.

>

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 May 1997 16:02:26 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <jives@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

From:         Janet Ives <jives@SAFETY.ROCHESTER.EDU>

Subject:      Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Greetings everyone,

Have you all been following the controversy surrounding CJD? I have a

bit and have some questions for you biosafetynetters.

What are you all doing as far as work practices for your people who handle

fresh human tissue when CJD is suspected?

Has anyone changed their criteria for determining whether CJD was involved since

the Mad Cow Disease scare and the discovery of the variant form of CJD in

Europe?

I have been asking around various government agencies for some

information regarding any changes the the criteria used for assessing whether

an individual has V-CJD (prior to tissue handling) without much luck. I

probably just haven't hit the right person yet. Please can someone

direct me to a source of information?

Thanks very much and have a great weekend.

Janet Ives

Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

Department of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Rochester

jives@safety.rochester.edu

(716)275-3014

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 May 1997 13:47:59 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

     Janet --

     At UCSF, all prion research is done under the auspices of Dr. Stan

     Prusiner.  In Dr. Prusiner's labs on the main campus, BSL2 is the

     highest formal containment level but since his labs were built

     specifically with prion research in mind, they exceed the CDC

     requirements for BSL2 facilities but do not meet BSL3 requirements.

     CJD material is handled in these labs by a set of very experienced

     technologists operating under a set of CJD guidelines based on

     Cal-OSHA Special Orders to UC San Diego; I'll be happy to provide a

     copy of these to any interested biosafety professionals.

     At Dr. Prusiner's remote animal facility, mice and hamsters are

     inoculated with CJD material under ABSL3 containment and kept there

     until their brains are harvested and transferred to the main campus.

     Medical waste management of prion-containing materials requires

     special attention.  Decontamination is done with 1.0N NaOH and

     autoclaving is at 132 degrees C for between one and 4.5 hours.

     I'm afraid I don't have any answers to your other questions. Hope this

     helps ...

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of Calif. San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    5/16/97 1:15 PM

Greetings everyone,

Have you all been following the controversy surrounding CJD? I have a

bit and have some questions for you biosafetynetters.

What are you all doing as far as work practices for your people who handle

fresh human tissue when CJD is suspected?

Has anyone changed their criteria for determining whether CJD was involved since

the Mad Cow Disease scare and the discovery of the variant form of CJD in

Europe?

I have been asking around various government agencies for some

information regarding any changes the the criteria used for assessing whether

an individual has V-CJD (prior to tissue handling) without much luck. I

probably just haven't hit the right person yet. Please can someone

direct me to a source of information?

Thanks very much and have a great weekend.

Janet Ives

Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

Department of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Rochester

jives@safety.rochester.edu

(716)275-3014

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 16 May 1997 15:33:44 -0600

Reply-To:     terrie@cc.usu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Terrie Wierenga <terrie@CC.USU.EDU>

Organization: USDA-ARS PPRL

Subject:      Re: Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-transfer-encoding: 7bit

Janet Ives:

I recommend contacting the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service

(USDA-APHIS) for more information. I believe they have a web site at

http://www.usda.gov   They were one of the sponsors of a recent

satellite broadcast for veterinarians that discussed the 'Mad Cow

Disease' syndrome and precautions to take. There may be some links there

to the human concerns (CJD).

Hope this helps.

Terrie

--

***

Terrie Wierenga

USDA-ARS Poisonous Plant Research Laboratory

1150 East 1400 North

Logan, UT 84341

v: (801) 752-2941

f: (801) 753-5681

e: terrie@cc.usu.edu

All opinions are my own.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 May 1997 11:23:24 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease

In-Reply-To:  <19970516160654.05e85d8f.in@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Try BSE-L@RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DE to ask a question of a group of people

working with BSE.  This address will send a message to all of them.

To get on the list use LISTSERV@RZ.UNI-KARLSRUHE.DE and place the word

subscribe in the body of the message (I think).  They get into some

intense discussions once in a while involving prions.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Fri, 16 May 1997, Janet Ives wrote:

> Greetings everyone,

>

> Have you all been following the controversy surrounding CJD? I have a

> bit and have some questions for you biosafetynetters.

>

> What are you all doing as far as work practices for your people who handle

> fresh human tissue when CJD is suspected?

>

> Has anyone changed their criteria for determining whether CJD was involved

 since

> the Mad Cow Disease scare and the discovery of the variant form of CJD in

> Europe?

>

> I have been asking around various government agencies for some

> information regarding any changes the the criteria used for assessing whether

> an individual has V-CJD (prior to tissue handling) without much luck. I

> probably just haven't hit the right person yet. Please can someone

> direct me to a source of information?

>

> Thanks very much and have a great weekend.

>

> Janet Ives

>

> Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

> Department of Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Rochester

> jives@safety.rochester.edu

> (716)275-3014

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 19 May 1997 13:47:58 -0400

Reply-To:     gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P."

              <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Organization: Johns Hopkins Institutions

Subject:      Hopkins' Biosafety Course

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------2824369259E1"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------2824369259E1

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

The annual Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course will be held

from 8:00am on Monday July 7 through noon on Friday July 11, 1997.

The course informtion and registration is pasted directly to this

email and also attached as aMS Word 6.0/95 file.

Richard gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu  (410) 955-5918

Control of

BIOHAZARDS

in the Research

Laboratory

July 7-11, 1997

Course Description

The Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory is designed to

provide instruction on the recognition and control of biohazards

including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA,

chemical carcinogens and other toxic agents. The course is directed to

safety officers, clinical and biomedical laboratory supervisors, bench

scientists, industrial hygienists and technicians. Instruction will be

provided in the practices and procedures of biohazard control and in the

organization, planning and implementation of a biosafety program.

Course Features:

This four and one half day course consists of lectures, laboratory

exercises and opportunities for informal discussions with course

faculty, for review of pertinent audiovisual materials and for

examination of biosafety equipment and devices. Theoretical background

and basic principles will be covered.

Subject Areas:

Emerging Diseases

An overview of cell biology and host-parasite relationships

Hazard potential of infectious agents, recombinant DNA and oncogenic

viruses

Dissemination of contaminants

Equipment designed for safety

Containment concepts: primary and secondary barriers

Personal practices and hygiene

Universal precautions and bloodborne pathogens

Safe handling and housing of laboratory animals

Sterilization and disinfection

Tuberculosis overview

Emergency procedures

Development of a safety program

Effective safety training

Laboratory inspections

Medical surveillance

Federal regulations involving laboratory safety

Packaging and shipment of biological  materials.

(Continued)

General Information

Dates:

July 7-11, 1997

Place:

Omni Inner Harbor Hotel

101 West Fayette Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

 (800) THE-OMNI

Registration:

8:30-9:00 a.m., Monday 7 July 1997, The Omni Inner Harbor Hotel

Fee:

$1,200 per person to include registration, continental breakfasts,

refreshments,

2 lunches and a banquet.  Tuition discounts are not available.  All fees

are payable in advance.  A letter confirming enrollment will be sent to

each registrant.  Foreign payments must be made in a draft on a U.S.

bank.  Only one-half of the fee will be returned if withdrawal is made

after June 2,1997.

Course Credits:

This program has been approved by the Johns Hopkins University

for 3 Continuing Education Units.

This course also qualifies for 4.5 ABIH Certification Maintenance

Credits.

Course Manual:

A course manual will provide lecture outlines, data tables and graphics

used in the lectures, laboratory exercises and supporting materials.

Social Functions:

A complimentary banquet for registrants may be held on Thursday, July

10, 1997.

Additional guests are invited for a charge of $30.

Hotel Accommodations:

Accommodations have been reserved at the Omni Inner Harbor

Hotel.         Rate: $129 Single or Double is guaranteed until June 9,

1997.

Note:

The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right  to cancel the course,

in which case the enrollment fee will be fully refunded to the

applicant.

(Continued)

Course Directors

Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP is Associate Professor of Environmental

Health Sciences, The Johns Hopkins University School of Hygiene and

Public Health, and Associate Professor of Occupational Medicine, The

Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He is a Fellow of the

American Academy of Microbiology. He is the former Director of the

Office of Safety and Environmental Health of The Johns Hopkins

University and The Johns Hopkins Hospital.  Dr. Tepper is a

microbiologist who entered the field of biosafety after 15 years of

research on leprosy and other mycobacterial diseases.  He is a Certified

Safety Professional with more than 20 years experience in biosafety,

occupational safety and environmental health.  He developed and has

continuously directed the course "Control of Biohazards in the Research

Laboratory" which has been presented at Johns Hopkins since 1979.  He is

a charter member of the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA)

and, currently, Past-President.  He is past president of the ABSA

Chesapeake Area Chapter and the Campus Safety Association (CSA).  Dr.

Tepper is a recognized consultant in biosafety, laboratory safety,

laboratory design and hospital safety.

Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P., is Director, Biosafety Division,

Department of Health, Safety and Environment at Johns Hopkins University

and Johns Hopkins Hospital.  He is also Assistant Professor of Medicine

at the Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine.  Dr. Gilpin is a

basic/clinical/industrial research microbiologist with more than 25

years experience in research, product development and environmental

health. He joined Hopkins eight years ago after managing a department of

research and development at a major in-vitro diagnostic manufacturer. =

Dr. Gilpin has developed and directed microbiology courses for medical

students, graduate students, and drug company marketing personnel.  He

is a Registered Biological Safety Professional, Past-Chair of the

American Biological Safety Association Bylaws Committee and President of

the Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Association.  He is a member of

the American Society for Microbiology, the American Society of Safety

Engineers, and the American Academy for the Advancement of Science.  Dr.

Gilpin is a recognized consultant in environmental microbiology

including environmental monitoring of legionella bacteria, indoor fungi,

laboratory and hospital safety, and the role of microorganisms in indoor

air quality.

For Further Information  Contact

Dr. Byron S. Tepper                     Dr. Richard W. Gilpin

Phone:  (410) 828-6330                  Phone:  (410) 955-5918

Fax:    (410) 828-6331                  Fax:    (410) 955-5929

Course and Hotel Registration Forms On Next Page

Course Registration Form

Please mail remittance and completed registration to:

  Dawn Brewer, Registrar        Telephone: (410) 614-5118

  Center for Occupational & Environmental Health

  The Johns Hopkins University

  2024 East Monument Street, Suite 1-300

  Baltimore, MD  21205-2223

                                                                         =

                                                                =

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City: __________________ State: ______________ Zip Code: _____________

Area Code/Telephone Number: ______________________________________

Present Position: __________________________________________________

*Please make checks payable to: JHU Biohazards Course.  Check or

purchase order must accompany  registration form to guarantee enrollment

in the course.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Hotel Reservation Form

Please complete and mail to:

  Omni Inner Harbor Hotel       Telephone       (800) THE OMNI

  101 W. Fayette Street         Telephone       (410) 752-1100

  Baltimore, MD 21201           Fax             (410) 625-9646

I am enrolled in the Biohazards Course presented by The Johns Hopkins

University, July 7-11 1997  Please make the following reservation for

me;

       (Rate:=BE $129  Single =7F  or  Double =7F;  per night.)

__________Single(s)     __________Double(s)     for __________nights.

Reservation rate is guaranteed until June 9, 1997

                                                                         =

                                                    =

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City: _____________________ State: _______ Zip Code: _________________

Area Code/Telephone Number: ______________________________________

Arrival Date: ______________    Departure Date: _______________

Please hold my reservation for late arrival    =9B.

 Reservations may be guaranteed for late arrival by one night's

deposit.  Include check payable to the hotel or major credit card

number:

(AMEX =99, VISA =99, MC =99) Card Number: ___________________ Exp.Date___=

__

Signature: _______________________________________________________

--------------2824369259E1

Content-Type: application/msword; name="BIOCONEM97.doc"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

Content-Disposition: inline; filename="BIOCONEM97.doc"
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AADkMAAAHAAAANQwAAAAAAAApzUAAEcAAAAAMQAAFgAAABYxAAAAAAAAFjEAAAAAAAAWMQAA

AAAAABYxAAAAAAAAFjEAAAgAAAAeMQAADAAAACoxAAAIAAAApzMAAAIAAACpMwAAAAAAAKkz

AAAAAAAAqTMAADgAAADhMwAA1AAAALU0AADUAAAAiTUAAB4AAADuNQAAWAAAAEY2AABCAAAA

pzUAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAajAAAAAAAAAyMQAAAAAAAAAAEgAUAAIABAAWMQAA

AAAAABYxAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADIxAAAAAAAAMjEAAAAAAACnNQAAAAAAALQx

AAAAAAAAajAAAAAAAABqMAAAAAAAABYxAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAxAAAAAAAA

tDEAAAAAAAC0MQAAAAAAALQxAAAAAAAAMjEAAIIAAABqMAAAAAAAABYxAAAAAAAAajAAAAAA

AAAWMQAAAAAAAKczAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABgr6jHilW8AX4wAAAgAAAAnjAAADYAAABqMAAA

AAAAAGowAAAAAAAAajAAAAAAAABqMAAAAAAAADIxAAAAAAAApzMAAAAAAAC0MQAA8wEAALQx

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABDb250cm9sIG9mDUJJT0hB

WkFSRFMNaW4gdGhlIFJlc2VhcmNoDUxhYm9yYXRvcnkNDUp1bHkgNygxMSwgMTk5Nw0NDUNv

dXJzZSBEZXNjcmlwdGlvbg0NDVRoZSBDb250cm9sIG9mIEJpb2hhemFyZHMgaW4gdGhlIFJl

c2VhcmNoIExhYm9yYXRvcnkgaXMgZGVzaWduZWQgdG8gcHJvdmlkZSBpbnN0cnVjdGlvbiBv

biB0aGUgcmVjb2duaXRpb24gYW5kIGNvbnRyb2wgb2YgYmlvaGF6YXJkcyBpbmNsdWRpbmcg

aW5mZWN0aW91cyBhZ2VudHMsIG9uY29nZW5pYyB2aXJ1c2VzLCByZWNvbWJpbmFudCBETkEs

IGNoZW1pY2FsIGNhcmNpbm9nZW5zIGFuZCBvdGhlciB0b3hpYyBhZ2VudHMuIFRoZSBjb3Vy

c2UgaXMgZGlyZWN0ZWQgdG8gc2FmZXR5IG9mZmljZXJzLCBjbGluaWNhbCBhbmQgYmlvbWVk

aWNhbCBsYWJvcmF0b3J5IHN1cGVydmlzb3JzLCBiZW5jaCBzY2llbnRpc3RzLCBpbmR1c3Ry

aWFsIGh5Z2llbmlzdHMgYW5kIHRlY2huaWNpYW5zLiBJbnN0cnVjdGlvbiB3aWxsIGJlIHBy

b3ZpZGVkIGluIHRoZSBwcmFjdGljZXMgYW5kIHByb2NlZHVyZXMgb2YgYmlvaGF6YXJkIGNv

bnRyb2wgYW5kIGluIHRoZSBvcmdhbml6YXRpb24sIHBsYW5uaW5nIGFuZCBpbXBsZW1lbnRh

dGlvbiBvZiBhIGJpb3NhZmV0eSBwcm9ncmFtLg0NDUNvdXJzZSBGZWF0dXJlczoNVGhpcyBm

b3VyIGFuZCBvbmUgaGFsZiBkYXkgY291cnNlIGNvbnNpc3RzIG9mIGxlY3R1cmVzLCBsYWJv

cmF0b3J5IGV4ZXJjaXNlcyBhbmQgb3Bwb3J0dW5pdGllcyBmb3IgaW5mb3JtYWwgZGlzY3Vz

c2lvbnMgd2l0aCBjb3Vyc2UgZmFjdWx0eSwgZm9yIHJldmlldyBvZiBwZXJ0aW5lbnQgYXVk

aW92aXN1YWwgbWF0ZXJpYWxzIGFuZCBmb3IgZXhhbWluYXRpb24gb2YgYmlvc2FmZXR5IGVx

dWlwbWVudCBhbmQgZGV2aWNlcy4gVGhlb3JldGljYWwgYmFja2dyb3VuZCBhbmQgYmFzaWMg

cHJpbmNpcGxlcyB3aWxsIGJlIGNvdmVyZWQuDQ0NU3ViamVjdCBBcmVhczoNRW1lcmdpbmcg

RGlzZWFzZXMNQW4gb3ZlcnZpZXcgb2YgY2VsbCBiaW9sb2d5IGFuZCBob3N0LXBhcmFzaXRl

IHJlbGF0aW9uc2hpcHMNSGF6YXJkIHBvdGVudGlhbCBvZiBpbmZlY3Rpb3VzIGFnZW50cywg

cmVjb21iaW5hbnQgRE5BIGFuZCBvbmNvZ2VuaWMgdmlydXNlcw1EaXNzZW1pbmF0aW9uIG9m

IGNvbnRhbWluYW50cw1FcXVpcG1lbnQgZGVzaWduZWQgZm9yIHNhZmV0eQ1Db250YWlubWVu

dCBjb25jZXB0czogcHJpbWFyeSBhbmQgc2Vjb25kYXJ5IGJhcnJpZXJzDVBlcnNvbmFsIHBy

YWN0aWNlcyBhbmQgaHlnaWVuZQ1Vbml2ZXJzYWwgcHJlY2F1dGlvbnMgYW5kIGJsb29kYm9y

bmUgcGF0aG9nZW5zDVNhZmUgaGFuZGxpbmcgYW5kIGhvdXNpbmcgb2YgbGFib3JhdG9yeSBh

bmltYWxzDVN0ZXJpbGl6YXRpb24gYW5kIGRpc2luZmVjdGlvbg1UdWJlcmN1bG9zaXMgb3Zl

cnZpZXcNRW1lcmdlbmN5IHByb2NlZHVyZXMNRGV2ZWxvcG1lbnQgb2YgYSBzYWZldHkgcHJv

Z3JhbQ1FZmZlY3RpdmUgc2FmZXR5IHRyYWluaW5nDUxhYm9yYXRvcnkgaW5zcGVjdGlvbnMN

TWVkaWNhbCBzdXJ2ZWlsbGFuY2UNRmVkZXJhbCByZWd1bGF0aW9ucyBpbnZvbHZpbmcgbGFi

b3JhdG9yeSBzYWZldHkNUGFja2FnaW5nIGFuZCBzaGlwbWVudCBvZiBiaW9sb2dpY2FsICBt

YXRlcmlhbHMuDQ0NKENvbnRpbnVlZCkNR2VuZXJhbCBJbmZvcm1hdGlvbg0NDURhdGVzOg1K

dWx5IDcoMTEsIDE5OTcNDQ1QbGFjZToNT21uaSBJbm5lciBIYXJib3IgSG90ZWwNMTAxIFdl

c3QgRmF5ZXR0ZSBTdHJlZXQNQmFsdGltb3JlLCBNRCAyMTIwMQ0gKDgwMCkgVEhFLU9NTkkN

DQ1SZWdpc3RyYXRpb246DTg6MzAtOTowMCBhLm0uLCBNb25kYXkgNyBKdWx5IDE5OTcsIFRo

ZSBPbW5pIElubmVyIEhhcmJvciBIb3RlbA0NDUZlZToNJDEsMjAwIHBlciBwZXJzb24gdG8g

aW5jbHVkZSByZWdpc3RyYXRpb24sIGNvbnRpbmVudGFsIGJyZWFrZmFzdHMsIHJlZnJlc2ht

ZW50cywNMiBsdW5jaGVzIGFuZCBhIGJhbnF1ZXQuICBUdWl0aW9uIGRpc2NvdW50cyBhcmUg

bm90IGF2YWlsYWJsZS4gIEFsbCBmZWVzIGFyZSBwYXlhYmxlIGluIGFkdmFuY2UuICBBIGxl

dHRlciBjb25maXJtaW5nIGVucm9sbG1lbnQgd2lsbCBiZSBzZW50IHRvIGVhY2ggcmVnaXN0

cmFudC4gIEZvcmVpZ24gcGF5bWVudHMgbXVzdCBiZSBtYWRlIGluIGEgZHJhZnQgb24gYSBV

LlMuIGJhbmsuICBPbmx5IG9uZS1oYWxmIG9mIHRoZSBmZWUgd2lsbCBiZSByZXR1cm5lZCBp
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LmRvYxhSaWNoYXJkIFcuIEdpbHBpbiwgUGguRC4PQTpcQklPQ09ORU0uZG9jElByZWZlcnJl

ZCBDdXN0b21lchxDOlxCaW9jb250cm9sXEJJT0NPTkVNOTcuZG9jElByZWZlcnJlZCBDdXN0

b21lchZDOlxUZW1wXEJJT0NPTkVNOTcuZG9jElByZWZlcnJlZCBDdXN0b21lchZDOlxUZW1w

XEJJT0NPTkVNOTcuZG9j/0BIUCBMYXNlckpldCBTZXJpZXMgSUkAQ09NMToASFBQQ0wASFAg

TGFzZXJKZXQgU2VyaWVzIElJAEhQIExhc2VySmV0IFNlcmllcyBJSQAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAQB

BJQAQAADZwAEAQABAAAAAAAAAAEAAQAsAQEAAQAsAQIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAACAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAABAEAATVNVRAEDSFAgTGFzZXJKZXQgU2VyaWVzIElJAAAAAAAAAAAAAACAAQAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAZAAKAAAASFAgTGFzZXJKZXQgU2VyaWVzIElJAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABAEElABA

AANnAAQBAAEAAAAAAAAAAQABACwBAQABACwBAgAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIAAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAEAQABNU1VEAQNIUCBMYXNlckpldCBTZXJpZXMgSUkAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIABAAAAAAAAAAAA

AAAAAABkAAoAAAADgAEA2B8AANgfAAAHAAEAAADYHwAAAAAAANgfAAACHAAAAAAAAADYHwAA

2R8AADAAAAMAAAAAMAAEIwAAAABHABUWkAEAAFRpbWVzIE5ldyBSb21hbgAMFpABAgBTeW1i

b2wACyaQAQAAQXJpYWwAFSaQAQAARHV0Y2ggODAxIFJvbWFuACAABABBAIgYAADQAgAAaAEA

AAAAVPMUZljzFGaKagmmAwAAAAAAmwQAAEIaAAAEAA0AAAAEAAMAOAAAAAAAAAAAAAAABAAB

AAAAAQAAAAAAAAAkAwAAAABCAAAACkNvbnRyb2wgb2YAAAASUHJlZmVycmVkIEN1c3RvbWVy

ElByZWZlcnJlZCBDdXN0b21lcgAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD2CQAA5AwAAKAAAABvcHBv

cnR1bml0aWVzIGZvciBpbmZvcm1hbCBkaXNjdXNzaW9ucyB3aXRoIGNvdXJzZSBmYWN1bHR5

LCBmb3IgcmV2aWV3IG9mIHBlcnRpbmVudE8cAAAAHAAAABwAAAAcAAAAEQAAAAAgBMIcAAAA

HAAAAAwAAAAOAAAADAAAABwAAAAZAAAADgAAAA4AAAAcAAAAEQAAAA4AAAAMAAAAHAAAAA4A

AAAcAAAAEQAAACgAAAAcAAAADAAAAA4AAAAcAAAADAAAABkAAAAZAAAAHAAAABkAAAAZAAAA

DAAAABwAAAAcAAAAGQAAAA4AAAAjAAAADAAAAA4AAAAcAAAADgAAABkAAAAcAAAAHAAAABEA

AAAZAAAAHAAAAA4AAAAOAAAAHAAAABkAAAAcAAAADAAAAA4AAAAZAAAADgAAAA4AAAAOAAAA

HAAAABEAAAAOAAAAEQAAABwAAAAZAAAADAAAABwAAAA=

--------------2824369259E1--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         gillian norton <Gil@OHS.UWO.CA>

Organization: OHS, U. of Western Ontario

Subject:      seroconversion to HIV antigens

Can anyone come up with references to actual seroconversion  to HIV

antigens  through exposure to  r-viruses or molecular biology

techniques using extracted HIV DNA or proteins? I am being asked what

the real risk of this happening in a research environment is? I am

interested to know if this is an actual documented problem or still

in the realm of a  theoretical ( but still serious ) risk. You can

reply on the list or directly to me at: gil@ohs.uwo.ca Gillian

Norton.
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: seroconversion to HIV antigens
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gillian norton wrote:

>

> Can anyone come up with references to actual seroconversion  to HIV

> antigens  through exposure to  r-viruses or molecular biology

> techniques using extracted HIV DNA or proteins? I am being asked what

> the real risk of this happening in a research environment is? I am

> interested to know if this is an actual documented problem or still

> in the realm of a  theoretical ( but still serious ) risk. You can

> reply on the list or directly to me at: gil@ohs.uwo.ca Gillian

> Norton.

The latest HIV/AIDs summary from the CDC states that of the 52 confirmed

cases of occupational transmission, 47 were from exposure to blood from

an infected person, 1 to visibly bloody fluid, 1 to an unspecified

fluid, and 3 to concentrated virus in the laboratory.  Also consider one

of the more well-publicized recent discoveries regarding HIV

infection-the co-receptor (in addition to the CD-4 receptor) for the HIV

virus.  Indicating that the infection cycle must start with a specific

binding event requiring a complete virion, not a piece of naked nucleic

acid.  Given HIV's relative lability and the harsh conditions of RNA

extraction, it would seem that once you've done the extraction, the

chances of infection would be close to zero.  Of course, while you're

handling the "untreated" viral suspensions all the usual caveats apply.

I do not know if anyone has explored the risk of those who work in HIV

research of showing a falsely positive reaction to HIV antigens as the

result of exposure to viral antigens present in non-viable

preparations.  I remember reading something once on this topic from a

respected source (don't ask me who, this was a while ago) stating that

this was a possibility and certainly something to be avoided.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: seroconversion to HIV antigens

In-Reply-To:  <16512F1B2B8E@ohs.uwo.ca>

Dear Biosafety Discussionists,

Unluckily enough I can not offer any answers to Gilians question ,but

would like to ask a question along the same line:

Has anybody of you ever assessed the risk of working with a

vector containing a full length HIV-1 proviral DNA, as used in some

laboratories to study the effect of mutations. The vector contains

HIV-1 proviral DNA in the polylinker of pUC19. The transfection of

selected mammalian cell-lines with this vector yields infectious

particles. Replication of the vector is performed in E.Coli. So

basically, during laboratory work, you will have cultures of E.Coli

containing full length HIV-1 proviral DNA, that is, under

very special experimental conditions but nonetheless, capable of

transfecting mammalian cells.

   The major concerns I guess are:

If humans get into contact with the modified E.coli, is there a risk

of the proviral DNA infecting host cells in-vivo and thus giving rise

to infectious HIV particles?

Can E.Coli produce HIV proteins, thus giving rise to a HIV-specific

seroconversion in humans coming into contact with the E.Coli?

 Based on this assumptions, what risk group is the

resulting E. Coli?

Could the genetic modifications applied to the HIV genome give rise to

a more dangerous, potent HIV?

Although this type of work has been carried out in numerous labs

around the world, with no negative effects reported to my knowledge, I

would still be very grateful for your input and a broad discussion.

Otto Doblhoff-Dier

Biosaftey Officer - Institute for Applied Microbiology

Chairman Working Party Safety in Biotechnology

_______________________________________________________________

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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We are in the process of updating our procedures manual for the level 3

containment facility and have encountered a difference of opinion in the

use of gloves within the containment facility.

The 2 schools of thought are the following:

   Latex gloves are put on as the person walks into the facility. They are

thus worn for all manipulations within the suite. Any manipulation that

might result in glove contamination is dealt with by adding a second pair

of gloves prior to the work and discarding this outer glove after the

manipulation. The end result being that gloves are worn constantly.

   The second approach is that gloves are not worn until such a time as

there would be possible skin contact with the biohazardous agent.

The reasoning behind the first approach being that you're never too well

protected, behind the second that you might be promoting sloppy workplace

habits if gloves are worn for everything!

Any thoughts on this would be greatly appreciated.

Nancy Delcellier

Environmental Health and Safety Officer

University of Ottawa

(613) 562-5800 ext 8046

(613) 562-5454 FAX

ndelcell@uottawa.ca
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Date:         Fri, 23 May 1997 15:08:47 MET-1MEST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      HIV full length clone

Had Troubles with our mail server, I am not sure this arrived safely

on the list, so I am reposting :

Dear Biosafety Discussionists,

Unluckily enough I can not offer any

answers to Gilians question ,but would like to ask a question along

the same line:

Has anybody of you ever assessed the risk of working with a

vector containing a full length HIV-1 proviral DNA, as used in some

laboratories to study the effect of mutations. The vector contains

HIV-1 proviral DNA in the polylinker of pUC19. The transfection of

selected mammalian cell-lines with this vector yields infectious

particles. Replication of the vector is performed in E.Coli. So

basically, during laboratory work, you will have cultures of E.Coli

containing full length HIV-1 proviral DNA, that is, under very special

experimental conditions but nonetheless, capable of transfecting

mammalian cells.

   The major concerns I guess are:

If humans get into contact with the modified E.coli, is there a risk

of the proviral DNA infecting host cells in-vivo and thus giving rise

to infectious HIV particles? Can E.Coli produce HIV proteins, thus

giving rise to a HIV-specific seroconversion in humans coming into

contact with the E.Coli?

 Based on this assumptions, what risk group is the

resulting E. Coli?

Could the genetic modifications applied to the HIV genome give rise to

a more dangerous, potent HIV?

Although this type of work has been carried out in numerous labs

around the world, with no negative effects reported to my knowledge, I

would still be very grateful for your input and a broad discussion.

Otto Doblhoff-Dier

Biosaftey Officer - Institute for Applied Microbiology

Chairman Working Party Safety in Biotechnology

_______________________________________________________________

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: The use of gloves in a level 3 biocontainment facility

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19970523082705.00699adc@mailbox.uottawa.ca>

Dear Nancy,

two further points to consider when making the decision  in favor of

either the two glove or  one glove philosophy. We have had the same

 discussions and I guess the word philosophy is

well chosen as there are so many pros and cons that it is difficult to

decide

) What is your biological agent? - How is it normally transmitted?

) wearing two gloves reduces the operators sense of touch and many

operators complain of added clumsiness

) operators procedures - what is the operator actually doing in the

lab?

Here at the IAM we have decided not to use the 1-2 glove approach in

our HIV work, due to the nature of HIV and the procedures we use in

the lab.

Happy decision making

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: The use of gloves in a level 3 biocontainment facility

     Nancy --

     The rule of thumb in our BSL3 labs at UC San Francisco is to don one

     pair of gloves (latex, poly, nitrile, whatever's nonallergenic for the

     user), complete the gowning process, then don a second pair of gloves,

     pulled over the gown cuffs, upon entering the lab.  The outer gloves

     are changed regularly and also whenever contaminated.  Gloves are

     always removed before using the phone, fax or exit door and are

     replaced with clean gloves.  Thus, the proper dress for anyone working

     in our BSL3 labs is gown, booties, eye protection, double gloves and

     sometimes head cover and/or respirator.  This may seem especially

     conservative but the folks handling the concentrated HIV or MDR-TB

     don't seem to mind at all ...

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: The use of gloves in a level 3 biocontainment facility

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    5/23/97 5:38 AM

We are in the process of updating our procedures manual for the level 3

containment facility and have encountered a difference of opinion in the

use of gloves within the containment facility.

The 2 schools of thought are the following:

   Latex gloves are put on as the person walks into the facility. They are

thus worn for all manipulations within the suite. Any manipulation that

might result in glove contamination is dealt with by adding a second pair

of gloves prior to the work and discarding this outer glove after the

manipulation. The end result being that gloves are worn constantly.

   The second approach is that gloves are not worn until such a time as

there would be possible skin contact with the biohazardous agent.

The reasoning behind the first approach being that you're never too well

protected, behind the second that you might be promoting sloppy workplace

habits if gloves are worn for everything!

Any thoughts on this would be greatly appreciated.

Nancy Delcellier

Environmental Health and Safety Officer

University of Ottawa

(613) 562-5800 ext 8046

(613) 562-5454 FAX

ndelcell@uottawa.ca
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Subject:      Re: The use of gloves in a level 3 biocontainment facility
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Nancy,

In our case we require double-gloving in the bsl3 facilities. They keep two

pairs of gloves on all the time, if they feel the outer one might have

gotten contaminated it is removed and replaced with a new one.  We have not

found more sloppy behavior, on the contrary, may be it better drives the

point that they need to be careful.   In every laboratory there is the

potential for contamination in unexpected places even when the practices are

good and the level of concern about that contamination increases with the bsl.

There is some loss of dexterity, this might be a consideration under certain

special circumstances.

For those using powder-free gloves, you have to choose your gloves carefully

because with some gloves it is hard to double-glove.  On the subject of type

of gloves, if price is not a problem, I prefer nitrile over latex gloves, I

find them more tear resistant.  Now there are several companies that

manufacture them.

Esmeralda

*************************************************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director,

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

The Rockefeller University

1230 York Avenue

New Yorkn NY 10021-6399

phone: (212) 327-8324

fax: (212) 327-8340

email: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

*************************************************************************
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      Re: The use of gloves in a level 3 bioco

Ditto for us, in our BL3 Mycobacteriology lab--

Sarah Wolz, EH&S

PathoGenesis Corp.

Seattle, WA

 ----------

From: A Biosafety Discussion List

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: Re: The use of gloves in a level 3 biocontainment facility

Date: Friday, May 23, 1997 8:01AM

     Nancy --

     The rule of thumb in our BSL3 labs at UC San Francisco is to don one

     pair of gloves (latex, poly, nitrile, whatever's nonallergenic for the

     user), complete the gowning process, then don a second pair of gloves,

     pulled over the gown cuffs, upon entering the lab.  The outer gloves

     are changed regularly and also whenever contaminated.  Gloves are

     always removed before using the phone, fax or exit door and are

     replaced with clean gloves.  Thus, the proper dress for anyone working

     in our BSL3 labs is gown, booties, eye protection, double gloves and

     sometimes head cover and/or respirator.  This may seem especially

     conservative but the folks handling the concentrated HIV or MDR-TB

     don't seem to mind at all ...

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator

_________________________________

Subject: The use of gloves in a level 3 biocontainment facility

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    5/23/97 5:38 AM

We are in the process of updating our procedures manual for the level 3

containment facility and have encountered a difference of opinion in the

use of gloves within the containment facility.

The 2 schools of thought are the following:

   Latex gloves are put on as the person walks into the facility. They are

thus worn for all manipulations within the suite. Any manipulation that

might result in glove contamination is dealt with by adding a second pair

of gloves prior to the work and discarding this outer glove after the

manipulation. The end result being that gloves are worn constantly.

   The second approach is that gloves are not worn until such a time as

there would be possible skin contact with the biohazardous agent.

The reasoning behind the first approach being that you're never too well

protected, behind the second that you might be promoting sloppy workplace

habits if gloves are worn for everything!

Any thoughts on this would be greatly appreciated.

Nancy Delcellier

Environmental Health and Safety Officer

University of Ottawa

(613) 562-5800 ext 8046

(613) 562-5454 FAX

ndelcell@uottawa.ca
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Otto, seems like no one else is answering you so, here is my shot at it:

>Has anybody of you ever assessed the risk of working with a

>vector containing a full length HIV-1 proviral DNA, as used in some

>laboratories to study the effect of mutations. The vector contains

>HIV-1 proviral DNA in the polylinker of pUC19. The transfection of

>selected mammalian cell-lines with this vector yields infectious

>particles.

We have reviewed this and treat full length proviral HIV DNA as HIV.

Numerous studies have shown that naked DNA is infectious.

>   The major concerns I guess are:

>If humans get into contact with the modified E.coli, is there a risk

>of the proviral DNA infecting host cells in-vivo and thus giving rise

>to infectious HIV particles?

I think how much of a risk this is would depend upon the E. coli strain.  A

wild type (especially an enteropathogenic wild type) would certainly carry a

higher potential then a K-12 or type B as neither K-12 or B last in the gut

as long as a wild.  A lengther gut residence time would increase the chance

that a plasmid released from a dying (dead) cell could enter an intestinal

cell.  I don't see this a high risk as the lifespan of a large strand of DNA

in the intestine should be rather short.  I wouldn't have a problem of this

work in K-12 or B being done at BL-2.  Wild type I would prefer at BL-2+ and

enterpathogenic at BL-3.

>Can E.Coli produce HIV proteins, thus giving rise to a HIV-specific

>seroconversion in humans coming into contact with the E.Coli?

Don't know if there is expression or whether anyone has tried for expression

in E. coli.

>Could the genetic modifications applied to the HIV genome give rise to

>a more dangerous, potent HIV?

>

I suppose that the potential is always there - if someone pseudotyped it so

that it could enter more types of cells or increased it's mutagenic rate or

increased its cell receptor sensitivity or increased its replication rate -

one could have an even nastier virus.

>Although this type of work has been carried out in numerous labs

>around the world, with no negative effects reported to my knowledge, I

>would still be very grateful for your input and a broad discussion.

>

Infections and seroconversions I have read about have always been with the

natural virus, not with any recombinants.

The above, of course, is just MHO.  More discourse on this topic would be

welcomed.....

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: seroconversion to HIV antigens

     Otto, I can throw in my two pfennig's worth since I have just reviewed

     a use authorization application in which the PI wants to use a

     full-length HIV-1 provirus with a portion of the env gene replaced by

     a selectable marker gene.  The PI sates that "... given the slight

     possibility that replication-competent HIV might arise, we handle all

     materials as if they contain live HIV and do so in the BSL3 facility."

     I'm sure my Biosafety Committee will concur with this approach...

     Typically, transfection with most replication-deficient viruses that

     are complemented to yield infectious particles results in infectious

     viral progeny that can support only a single round of subsequent

     infection because the secondarily infected cells don't contain the

     complementing agent.  While this minimizes the biohazard somewhat, we

     still consider all rep-def agents to be in the same Risk Group as

     their wild-type counterparts.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: seroconversion to HIV antigens

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    5/23/97 11:04 AM

Otto, seems like no one else is answering you so, here is my shot at it:

>Has anybody of you ever assessed the risk of working with a

>vector containing a full length HIV-1 proviral DNA, as used in some

>laboratories to study the effect of mutations. The vector contains

>HIV-1 proviral DNA in the polylinker of pUC19. The transfection of

>selected mammalian cell-lines with this vector yields infectious

>particles.

We have reviewed this and treat full length proviral HIV DNA as HIV.

Numerous studies have shown that naked DNA is infectious.

>   The major concerns I guess are:

>If humans get into contact with the modified E.coli, is there a risk

>of the proviral DNA infecting host cells in-vivo and thus giving rise

>to infectious HIV particles?

I think how much of a risk this is would depend upon the E. coli strain.  A

wild type (especially an enteropathogenic wild type) would certainly carry a

higher potential then a K-12 or type B as neither K-12 or B last in the gut

as long as a wild.  A lengther gut residence time would increase the chance

that a plasmid released from a dying (dead) cell could enter an intestinal

cell.  I don't see this a high risk as the lifespan of a large strand of DNA

in the intestine should be rather short.  I wouldn't have a problem of this

work in K-12 or B being done at BL-2.  Wild type I would prefer at BL-2+ and

enterpathogenic at BL-3.

>Can E.Coli produce HIV proteins, thus giving rise to a HIV-specific

>seroconversion in humans coming into contact with the E.Coli?

Don't know if there is expression or whether anyone has tried for expression

in E. coli.

>Could the genetic modifications applied to the HIV genome give rise to

>a more dangerous, potent HIV?

>

I suppose that the potential is always there - if someone pseudotyped it so

that it could enter more types of cells or increased it's mutagenic rate or

increased its cell receptor sensitivity or increased its replication rate -

one could have an even nastier virus.

>Although this type of work has been carried out in numerous labs

>around the world, with no negative effects reported to my knowledge, I

>would still be very grateful for your input and a broad discussion.

>

Infections and seroconversions I have read about have always been with the

natural virus, not with any recombinants.

The above, of course, is just MHO.  More discourse on this topic would be

welcomed.....

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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We have recently set up our own BL-3 laboratory.  I am trying to come up

with a inspection checklist.  I have utilized information found in the

Biological Defense Safety Program, 32 CFR Ch. V (7-1-96),Appendix C to

Part 627.  I was wondering if others on the discussion group would be

willing to share thier inspection checklists.  I would really appreciate

all the help I could get.  Thanks in advance for your help.

Melina Kinsey

Safety Technician

Midwest Research Institute

(mkinsey@mriresearch.org)
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Good Morning:

I was wondering if anyone had yet registered their facility (or for that

matter had begun the registration process)to permit the transfer or receipt

of "select agents".  My real interest lies in your experience with the

process and the "inspection of the applicant facility."

Any and all responses would be greatly appreciated-thanks in advance

sdr

Stuart D. Rosenberg

Environmental Health and Safety

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, California 92037

Phone   (619)784-8240

Fax     (619)784-8490
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We are in a debate at our facility on what a person should wear under

their tie-back laboratory coat in a BL-3 laboratory.  The debate is

between wearing scrubs or "bunny" suits and wearing street cloths.  What

is the policy at your facility.

Thanks for your help.

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

mkinsey@mriresearch
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah Wolz <swolz@PATH.PATH.COM>

Subject:      another BL3 question

We are doing some contingency planning for our facility, and one of the

"worst case" scenarios we came up with would be:

employee has cardiac arrest, goes down while holding a flask of TB liquid

culture, flask breaks and is all over employee; employee is wearing tyvek

bunny suit over street clothes.

What would the recommendations be for necessity to decontaminate  the

individual prior to transferring him out of BL3 and to a medic

unit/emergency room?  (somehow the thought of dousing some poor person with

amphyl, while he is in the throes of having CPR administered doesn't seem

right).  One could argue that once the individual has been transferred out

of the BL3 laboratory, the opportunity for aerosol transmission of the TB

bug is minimal, but.....   Our concerns are protection of the EMTs and ER

personnel from an infectious agent from our facility.  What are the safety

and legal implications?

Thanks for your input--

Sarah Wolz

PathoGenesis Corp.

swolz@path.path.com
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Decontaminate using EMS Disposable Decon System; see Fisher Safety catalog,

p.518.

At 12:53 PM 5/29/97 -0700, you wrote:

>We are doing some contingency planning for our facility, and one of the

>"worst case" scenarios we came up with would be:

>

>employee has cardiac arrest, goes down while holding a flask of TB liquid

>culture, flask breaks and is all over employee; employee is wearing tyvek

>bunny suit over street clothes.

>

>What would the recommendations be for necessity to decontaminate  the

>individual prior to transferring him out of BL3 and to a medic

>unit/emergency room?  (somehow the thought of dousing some poor person with

>amphyl, while he is in the throes of having CPR administered doesn't seem

>right).  One could argue that once the individual has been transferred out

>of the BL3 laboratory, the opportunity for aerosol transmission of the TB

>bug is minimal, but.....   Our concerns are protection of the EMTs and ER

>personnel from an infectious agent from our facility.  What are the safety

>and legal implications?

>

>Thanks for your input--

>Sarah Wolz

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>swolz@path.path.com

>

>

Jim Clark

135 ESE

656-5574
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At 12:53 PM 5/29/97 -0700, you wrote:

>We are doing some contingency planning for our facility, and one of the

>"worst case" scenarios we came up with would be:

>

>employee has cardiac arrest, goes down while holding a flask of TB liquid

>culture, flask breaks and is all over employee; employee is wearing tyvek

>bunny suit over street clothes.

>

>What would the recommendations be for necessity to decontaminate  the

>individual prior to transferring him out of BL3 and to a medic

>unit/emergency room?  (somehow the thought of dousing some poor person with

>amphyl, while he is in the throes of having CPR administered doesn't seem

>right).  One could argue that once the individual has been transferred out

>of the BL3 laboratory, the opportunity for aerosol transmission of the TB

>bug is minimal, but.....   Our concerns are protection of the EMTs and ER

>personnel from an infectious agent from our facility.  What are the safety

>and legal implications?

>

>Thanks for your input--

>Sarah Wolz

>PathoGenesis Corp.

>swolz@path.path.com

>

My thoughts on this are as follows:  EMTs's don respiratory protection,

booties, lab gown, gloves and then enter the lab and proceed to cut off the

contaminated tyvek bunny suit, move victim out of spill.  (If tyvek suit

left on, there will be aerosolization with each CPR thrust.  If person is

left in pool of TB culture, widespread contamination or room, victim and

EMTs is a certainty.)  They then start CPR using an ambu bag so they don't

have remove respirators.  Simultaneously, your emer. resp. team (similarly

garbed) start to decontaminate and clean up the spill, broken glass, etc.,

and lay down bench paper or similar so that the stretcher can roll into and

out of lab without picking up contamination of wheels.  Inform the hospital

that a potentially TB contaminated patient is coming in so that they can

initiate infection control proceedures prior to arrival.   If the hospital

objects, remind them that the victim is no more infectious then a person

with active TB and maybe less as he/she will not be actively aerosolizing

the bacteria in contrast to a TB patient.

If the EMTs are successful in stabilizing the victim and if delay in

transport will not harm the victim, then removal of street clothing and

antiseptic treatment of his/her skin and hair could be done in the lab.

The important points are: saving a life take precedence over threat of

infection; perform only those steps that will reduce threat of infection

that  can be done quickly and does not delay life saving care.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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New information has been added to the ABSA homepage.

-------------

5th National Symposium On Biosafety, Jan. 17-20, 1998 in Atlanta!

Go to: http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/meeting.html

to download the registration information (pdf file).

-------------

40th Annual Biological Safety Conference!

Plan to participate in this year's ABSA conference to be held October

19 -22 in La Jolla, California. See the "CALL FOR PAPERS" to submit your

abstract(s). The deadline was extended to June 15th!

Go to: http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/meeting.html

Do you know of a good speaker with an exciting topic?

Please forward suggestions to:

Andy Garcia-Rivera

ABSA Scientific Program Chair

EH&S

Cornell University

125 Humphreys Service Building

Ithaca, New York 14850

Fax: (607)-255-8267 Phone: (607)255-4125

Email: aeg2@cornell.edu

-------------

CDC Select Agent Registration Package available online!

Pdf files of the complete package plus additional information can be found

at: http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/resource.html

-------------

Attend the next New England Biological Safety Association Meeting on June

12, 1997.

Go to: http://www.orcbs.msu.edu/absa/chapters.html

-------------

Bye

Stefan

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI 48824

Phone: (517) 355-6503

Email: Stefan@msu.edu
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To:       BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

cc:        (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

From:     swolz@PATH.PATH.COM (Sarah Wolz) @ INTERNET

Date:     05/29/97 12:53:00 PM

Subject:  another BL3 question

Sarah asked Emergency Preparedness Question ....

..employee has cardiac arrest, goes down while holding a flask of TB liquid

culture, flask breaks and is all over employee; employee is wearing tyvek

bunny suit over street clothes....

MDs would say - forget the risk to others - save the patient!  Attys. would

say - forget the patient - decon b/f any attempt at rescue!

My own opinion - the risk of the employee dying from delay in CPR is

greater than the risk of others getting TB from exposure.  Also,

anti-mycobacterial antibiotics (Rifampim, etc.) could be administered

prophylactically to those responding to the rescue effort , at a later

time.  Exposure to public via air handling system and transport of TB

covered victim could/should be minimized by covering victim with absorbent

sheet, etc. while in transport.  All Emergency facilities & Em transport

vehicles will be equipped to deal with infectious & contaminated victims -

that's their job.  They only need be informed of the hazard.  Hazmat

clean-up team should respond  ASAP after victim is removed.  Employee

Health MD should follow-up with all in attendance of incident.

Judy Pointer. Safety Spec III

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX 77030

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Jun 1997 09:27:17 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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At 10:31 AM 2/20/97 +0200, you wrote:

>I would like to get some opinions regarding biosafety precautions for R&D

>and diagnostic activities involving

>- infectives stages of Trypanosoma cruzi and Leishmania mexicana

We have had researcher working with both of these organisms.  We thought

strict adherence to BL-2 was sufficient - gloves, lab coats, aerosol control

- work with organisms that generated aerosols was conducted in a cabinet

(either 1 or 2 - researchers choice).  Additionally, use of sharps was

restricted to try and avoid puncture wounds and transmission; and cage

cleaning was handled by the researcher.  Our medical dept. was informed so

that treatment could be promptly initiated if needed.

>- Leptospira spp.

BL-2.  Special attention to rodent urine as that is a route of transmission,

so cage changing done in class 2 cabinet.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: another BL3 question
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To:       BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

cc:        (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

From:     swolz@PATH.PATH.COM (Sarah Wolz) @ INTERNET

Date:     05/29/97 12:53:00 PM

Subject:  another BL3 question

Sarah asked Emergency Preparedness Question ....

..employee has cardiac arrest, goes down while holding a flask of TB liquid

culture, flask breaks and is all over employee; employee is wearing tyvek

bunny suit over street clothes....

MDs would say - forget the risk to others - save the patient!  Attys. would

say - forget the patient - decon b/f any attempt at rescue!

My own opinion - the risk of the employee dying from delay in CPR is

greater than the risk of others getting TB from exposure.  Also,

anti-mycobacterial antibiotics (Rifampim, etc.) could be administered

prophylactically to those responding to the rescue effort , at a later

time.  Exposure to public via air handling system and transport of TB

covered victim could/should be minimized by covering victim with absorbent

sheet, etc. while in transport.  All Emergency facilities & Em transport

vehicles will be equipped to deal with infectious & contaminated victims -

that's their job.  They only need be informed of the hazard.  Hazmat

clean-up team should respond  ASAP after victim is removed.  Employee

Health MD should follow-up with all in attendance of incident.

Judy Pointer. Safety Spec III

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX 77030
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From:     swolz@PATH.PATH.COM (Sarah Wolz) @ INTERNET

Date:     05/29/97 12:53:00 PM

Subject:  another BL3 question

Sarah asked Emergency Preparedness Question ....

..employee has cardiac arrest, goes down while holding a flask of TB liquid

culture, flask breaks and is all over employee; employee is wearing tyvek

bunny suit over street clothes....

MDs would say - forget the risk to others - save the patient!  Attys. would

say - forget the patient - decon b/f any attempt at rescue!

My own opinion - the risk of the employee dying from delay in CPR is

greater than the risk of others getting TB from exposure.  Also,

anti-mycobacterial antibiotics (Rifampim, etc.) could be administered

prophylactically to those responding to the rescue effort , at a later

time.  Exposure to public via air handling system and transport of TB

covered victim could/should be minimized by covering victim with absorbent

sheet, etc. while in transport.  All Emergency facilities & Em transport

vehicles will be equipped to deal with infectious & contaminated victims -

that's their job.  They only need be informed of the hazard.  Hazmat

clean-up team should respond  ASAP after victim is removed.  Employee

Health MD should follow-up with all in attendance of incident.

Judy Pointer. Safety Spec III

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX 77030
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I have a researcher who will be teaching an undergrad animal virology

course.  Does anyone have a suggestion for him as to an innocuous

eukaryotic animal virus that can be grown cheaply using readily available

cell lines like monkey kidney cell lines?  He will not have access to

biosafety cabinets for the students to use.  He knows this will likely

result in a least some contaminated cultures, but feels a minimal number

will be OK.  He wants the students to do placque assays to be able to see

CPEs, conduct a time course for virus replication, etc.  He says they will

not be performing techniques that create aerosols.

The biggest concern I discussed with him would be the potential problems

that could arise from students lack of experience with the equipment, e.g.,

pipetters, thus creating a hazard by spreading virus around.  (They will

initially use water to familiarize themselves with the process.)  There are

a number of things I will discuss with him, e.g., absorbant towels under

their work, using gloves, gowns, faceshields, etc.

 My question to the group regards trying to find an acceptable virus that

is the "least hazardous" to students' health.  He is looking at using a lab

adapted vesicular stomatitis virus, a pseudo rabies virus, or a recombinant

strain of herpes simplex that replicates poorly in humans- one that he has

been using in his research AND for which he would be required to complete a

rDNA document and get approval from the committee to use, should he decide

to use that one.

There are obvious concerns about using any one of these.  I am curious to

know how any one of you would respond, and for those of you in university

settings,  what your virology instructors might be using for similar

situations.  (The previous instructor retired and is apparently unavailable

to give advice.)

Hope this isn't too confusing, but I am trying to provide enuf info up

front so you know we've discussed and will deal with many of the issues you

might be wondering about.

Thanks in advance!!!!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biological Safety

Health Protection Office

100 Grand Avenue Ct.

University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa   52242

V (319) 335-8501

F (319) 335-7564

EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu
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Carol,

For many years, we have used several animal viruses in teaching labs =

with quite good success.  We do worry about the students, but have had =

no real problems.  The course was taught this spring as MB403 Virology =

and the course lectures and labs are still on my web page =

<http://www.montana.edu/wwwmb/docs/bond.html>.

We have used vesicular stomatitis virus off and on, but it can cause a =

mild gastric distress if consumed.  Now, we use a few relatively safe =

viruses.  Mengovirus is used in several of the experiments to =

demonstrate CPE, plaque formation and hemagglutination.  We use A59 or =

JHM virus (coronaviruses) to demonstrate syncytia formation.  These =

viruses all are mouse adapted and passed in cell culture for many =

passages.  After about 19 years of teaching the course in relatively =

austere laboratories, we have had no difficulty with infections in the =

students.  We do not have biosafety cabinets and do not require much =

beyond a lab coat for handling the viruses.  We use the standard BSL2 =

practices to instill some good habits and insist on good microbiological =

technique. =20

If your virology instructor has questions, just refer her/him to me.  I =

would be happy to help.

Cliff Bond

----------

From:   Carol Showalter[SMTP:carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU]

Sent:   Monday, June 02, 1997 3:08 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Animal virology class

I have a researcher who will be teaching an undergrad animal virology

course.  Does anyone have a suggestion for him as to an innocuous

eukaryotic animal virus that can be grown cheaply using readily =

available

cell lines like monkey kidney cell lines?  He will not have access to

biosafety cabinets for the students to use.  He knows this will likely

result in a least some contaminated cultures, but feels a minimal number

will be OK.  He wants the students to do placque assays to be able to =

see

CPEs, conduct a time course for virus replication, etc.  He says they =

will

not be performing techniques that create aerosols.

The biggest concern I discussed with him would be the potential problems

that could arise from students lack of experience with the equipment, =

e.g.,

pipetters, thus creating a hazard by spreading virus around.  (They will

initially use water to familiarize themselves with the process.)  There =

are

a number of things I will discuss with him, e.g., absorbant towels under

their work, using gloves, gowns, faceshields, etc.

 My question to the group regards trying to find an acceptable virus =

that

is the "least hazardous" to students' health.  He is looking at using a =

lab

adapted vesicular stomatitis virus, a pseudo rabies virus, or a =

recombinant

strain of herpes simplex that replicates poorly in humans- one that he =

has

been using in his research AND for which he would be required to =

complete a

rDNA document and get approval from the committee to use, should he =

decide

to use that one.

There are obvious concerns about using any one of these.  I am curious =

to

know how any one of you would respond, and for those of you in =

university

settings,  what your virology instructors might be using for similar

situations.  (The previous instructor retired and is apparently =

unavailable

to give advice.)

Hope this isn't too confusing, but I am trying to provide enuf info up

front so you know we've discussed and will deal with many of the issues =

you

might be wondering about.

Thanks in advance!!!!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biological Safety

Health Protection Office

100 Grand Avenue Ct.

University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa   52242

V (319) 335-8501

F (319) 335-7564

EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu
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AhUCpAPkBesCgwBQEwNUAgBjaArAc2V07jIGAAbDAoMyA8YHEwKDujMTDX0KgAjPCdk7Ff94MjU1

AoAKgQ2xC2Bu8GcxMDMUIAsKEvIMAbJjAEAgQwrABvAsCoUNCoVGBbEDgXkgeWVBEdEsIHdlIBHA

dmUdMHUR8GQgEfAdcHIdB0AgAHAHcB5Bdmly5x2hBCALgCB0HMARsAuANGcgC2BiBCAD8HRomCBx

dSCAHTBnbwRwER3gdWNjB5BzLiBkIFcdMGRvHRAFsHI/HJABoAhgBUAgkB0wc3TudQ2wAjAc8WIj

AR1TEcDdHdBuIlAWAB5BcANgAmD0ZW0h0lQjQQWgCHAR8I0dEGEEIAGQdWdoIxIfBAAd4CVgH+Im

0U1CNFkZMCBWHvAVgWcisW7vHdAjMiZVJaBjI4AWAAQg/ylSICMKwCNSAxADIAIgHFBLHJAdIGIl

UGFnHTA8gSdAdHA6Ly93LXBOLgRgAjAAcGEuCYB1iy1iBtAvIkBjcy8G4IUpYC4nQG1sPi4bTM8i

ER1YHXAAkGN1C2AFwP8jcANxK7ArsAQgHuMr8A3Q/ylDAiAj9CCAJkADkTRgHaGvHmAcUAMQHdBn

JtB0BRD+YyIwBAA1oCGxH1AzUAWgHQCAdQeAL1Ah8E5vd/sdAzTEZgfRFgALYCuwHXBybByQc2E4

QB7WIeFN/wnwISAy1CeRHaMfYR32MzDxIyNleHAGcQeAI8EfgD8iUA2wLbE1kTJgHTBDUL5FHQAL

USDAHTACEHIyUs8sASlSI0AAwGdnCkArsI8uAD8yIeQ0wkE1OSvw0QXASkhNMsUoBaECIAsdYB70

KT0uc3luY/55K7A4IT72JeQmkR7mB0DPHlErcQRgNMNkYQUwHcH/KVIKsAQQOyQhoCvRMcEqct8+

0hxUSDIssSHSQQGABJD9IsUxQYAcszvzH6YpmR9h/ziJNLFLASohItE90QWwCJDfHPkkpTXwDdAx

snQsQSCC/wuAOEAqYD9BH0QjSSHnJOB9JDViP0A5MlFRNGBUkG7/EgAqtFPVFgAgwUbiIYAgoPhi

ZXkvMTTxICEmQTJg90mTEcApYGxMtjmIQPUjNMMpUQsRIEJTTBIgJWC/ANArsCGhPSILgCukcwNw

/yEFEcBUkFWVXHE2ASvyISP/NSAFACWAP0ApATGwHkEfkN8RsAMAPqEh4RtMSTNQV2D/CHAe0ij0

XHIfACpgWHMEIO8+oSuhNsEdAGpOkSUBOEDrWIEEkC8f0G09IgeAIeE+SSJhMdAd0FdAHUFwcKcc

kD0xI0BscC/NQ1jgfTNBQi8xG0wbTAr0WOAxhDgwAtFpLTE0KIDnDMFsAwtZMTYKoANgYDF9BUAt

bicKh2zbDDBtpkZ9A2E6by5tpgyCGtQGAGgHN3AHQEsBW1NNVFAmOjRgGwEtc3NWQFUASU9XQS5F

RFV+XW7Pb90GYAIwcQ9yG01JLzFheR0ASnVVcCAMMDIdAEugOTcgM8A6MDggUE1132/dLFRveB9y

G0J1QFNBAEZUWUBNSVRWPk11cIBRdYJ7z3budWJuaipRfe9yG0Eehyj0Y88LYAQQai9rMzM2bKcU

Iv8MAW2mZjAdUzUAKpEcwRGw/UsRd3NQIGEr0WaxH5cDkf96gASBCcAksR54KPMKhSZU+SHhRG8q

o1dhHTU1ACFw/0AAY/RYVGWBJtIiUAORC4CPJOAxwEchCoVldWsKwP9XYFvhHmsjIVgxNGJmsQnA

/zdwNIEjQEeQOQEdoB/iJRH7NfBOUnYLcCAhJaCOJkji11jhB5FY4GtG8m6Y4ByQuGtpZFVwVRGY

Jz8h8P5IJqErwlQHANAhoj0hCoX/VJ8EIEmiIzo9Ih2hIeGawfprJOB3lHInkYtTmMI5AP8KhSqR

STEfUlexHMBegVzz/zaxAZA1IEBhHcFJJSPlOEBvOJAqsTURHoRuNvBXQHLzCoWLVk9Ln3QmwDzz

nl3bIkELUWM+okpCeT0TZrH/l2I9IhHwl5Y+IRzxNrEuQP9t8TUAK7Ci4yZzSaIy1BYA3wtQX+E/

Mh0AEgBjn3SpxP8jQFFiK9AKhVQCZrE8kT7i30yzYEaUdiURIPFhBJCc8P8G8CHQG0wmEpzQkHM2

oiGg/wShZjA18THASFMgc2VyZlf9IzJwbcECMAcxJVcKhZSUf2ZjCsAEAD7BA2GeeKkxa3878jx0

CfAhoCBkPDMgwXCjPNKuoS5nLhs2cAUg/xIASwEc8SCQMwGywyfzHUH6elsSYjkRJWCWoh/xMtT3

GvGMkSHhKCYRr9ulUbhS75YDJqJLAj0xZqNRWOC6Qf56WmMlwDiQMYG8qCVhIaP/Q1AmAitxK2EK

hTUApcQ79P8f4QQgZjErwrYFtpe91SLB+VzwcmKnoT0hHSCk8YyT7bknZR7wImJrHQCWNEAQ/zpg

T6IhIJWAHPHFECGhH9D9OJBkHPGuwhtMBdAckGPW5z0iIzKVUXVwJQE1cAsg/ybhIqBMs8TxC4BH

0pvDBTDvqnOUOMM2p9QiomTAZEchtiKqsyOFJz+xc4Fon3T7J5EVkG+ZgCgCBUCWNFez/8hWR4Ux

jzKXy8ElUBHwI5D/JPFVQQeR3aUFsYpCBaAG0P9AUQIwCoU9sh9hPAFlMTyQ/yehB3ALUDxwlISt

9geRuACfBbA5AR9hv3ADgXMtK/H/WmJYMSNBY5GcZgnhliXj8ucnkYpmE3BOREmTixDcgP+20Sah

ZmZWdSlxIlDf8eIx47MCoTZETkEiMdyQPNL/KUMswKxRZwADYJcgAyC6o/0plG01IL7xqqMdoR0A

dJH/ZnIjQQWBmZCXlp8UlISPofezv8flK/BiHuBHIbVWKrH/IuPatRyBj6I8BI7TZjCjUP9JEQUQ

8vKcR5/SHUD3MfSJ/2IBZkUqkbgAKWDLwSlhngT/nPD4Bx9heoA40RHgIICOFv8R8b/yHPGLAVgx

Yg9jFQQg/zUgJzJmsZY0SaLiAZdBphb9+2F1PyMh0sKSJVEeAPLj/2LpFgArsOmiXgOlAWcAK2F/

DuCWAkLBlzw9MV/QihJkzx7gIaDHgBtMSG88kCdk+V5wbifMYunyUeCWMyP0//Wz09jsou+RPGCl

wDNQUdH9nyFwgTURMcxRXPD4Q/cT/R0gJx1xtggpUsoUJSK2o/8cYzwFE0GyMv0RgTX+tyJw34yi

J/Mi4vEv4FBrH0MGYfvgUCGgIRUxZ81y/BV/Fo/1tIBCX5hTVNMHVtkje5BbbbQ/Qk9Q8peWMWug

IPZHO8ApYUExAAtwPgETJ/ZV+xc78klzYWFmc2FokA/7cTeQIDNA0DUyMjRqMmm8VkJgM0ugQ1Az

gDM1LTg1MDGBNUJGIpk3NTY0gTVF/0HwNFF0XL1gc2EuIobfh+5WMoj8gTV9gTAAKuAAAwAQEAAA

AAADABEQAAAAAEAABzCg4+c7nm+8AUAACDCg4+c7nm+8AR4APQABAAAABQAAAFJFOiAAAAAAhCM=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BC6F6D.35FFB480--
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Date:         Mon, 2 Jun 1997 18:08:00 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Cote, Johanne" <Johanne.Cote@NRC.CA>

Subject:      FW: Animal virology class

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

If no biosafety cabinet  is available for cell culture manipulation, I

guess the best system would be the insect cell/baculovirus one.  The

insect Sf-9 cells can be infected by baculovirus expressing LacZ gene

coding for beta-galactosidase which can help detecting plaques in petri

dishes.  In addition, GIBCO sales different kits which may be used such

as BIOGREEN, BIOYELLOW and BIOBLUE expressing vectors. This a BSL-1

system that is quite safe for students.  Insect cells grow similarly to

mammalian cells (doubling time of about 24 hours, in static or in

suspension culture) but need a 27oC incubator as opposed to a 37oC/CO2

incubator for mammalian cells....

Hope this help,

Johanne Cote

Biotechnology Research Institute

National Research Council of Canada

Montreal

johanne.cote@nrc.ca

 ----------

From: Carol Showalter

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Animal virology class

Date: Monday, June 02, 1997 5:08PM

I have a researcher who will be teaching an undergrad animal virology

course.  Does anyone have a suggestion for him as to an innocuous

eukaryotic animal virus that can be grown cheaply using readily

available

cell lines like monkey kidney cell lines?  He will not have access to

biosafety cabinets for the students to use.  He knows this will likely

result in a least some contaminated cultures, but feels a minimal number

will be OK.  He wants the students to do placque assays to be able to

see

CPEs, conduct a time course for virus replication, etc.  He says they

will

not be performing techniques that create aerosols.

The biggest concern I discussed with him would be the potential problems

that could arise from students lack of experience with the equipment,

e.g.,

pipetters, thus creating a hazard by spreading virus around.  (They will

initially use water to familiarize themselves with the process.)  There

are

a number of things I will discuss with him, e.g., absorbant towels under

their work, using gloves, gowns, faceshields, etc.

 My question to the group regards trying to find an acceptable virus

that

is the "least hazardous" to students' health.  He is looking at using a

lab

adapted vesicular stomatitis virus, a pseudo rabies virus, or a

recombinant

strain of herpes simplex that replicates poorly in humans- one that he

has

been using in his research AND for which he would be required to

complete a

rDNA document and get approval from the committee to use, should he

decide

to use that one.

There are obvious concerns about using any one of these.  I am curious

to

know how any one of you would respond, and for those of you in

university

settings,  what your virology instructors might be using for similar

situations.  (The previous instructor retired and is apparently

unavailable

to give advice.)

Hope this isn't too confusing, but I am trying to provide enuf info up

front so you know we've discussed and will deal with many of the issues

you

might be wondering about.

Thanks in advance!!!!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biological Safety

Health Protection Office

100 Grand Avenue Ct.

University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa   52242

V (319) 335-8501

F (319) 335-7564

EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 2 Jun 1997 18:38:00 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Cote, Johanne" <Johanne.Cote@NRC.CA>

Subject:      FW: Animal virology class

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

 ----------

From: Cote, Johanne

To: biosafty

Subject: FW: Animal virology class

Date: Monday, June 02, 1997 6:08PM

If no biosafety cabinet  is available for cell culture manipulation, I

guess the best system would be the insect cell/baculovirus one.  The

insect Sf-9 cells can be infected by baculovirus expressing LacZ gene

coding for beta-galactosidase which can help detecting plaques in petri

dishes.  In addition, GIBCO sales different kits which may be used such

as BIOGREEN, BIOYELLOW and BIOBLUE expressing vectors. This a BSL-1

system that is quite safe for students.  Insect cells grow similarly to

mammalian cells (doubling time of about 24 hours, in static or in

suspension culture) but need a 27oC incubator as opposed to a 37oC/CO2

incubator for mammalian cells....

Hope this help,

Johanne Cote

Biotechnology Research Institute

National Research Council of Canada

Montreal

johanne.cote@nrc.ca

 ----------

From: Carol Showalter

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject: Animal virology class

Date: Monday, June 02, 1997 5:08PM

I have a researcher who will be teaching an undergrad animal virology

course.  Does anyone have a suggestion for him as to an innocuous

eukaryotic animal virus that can be grown cheaply using readily

available

cell lines like monkey kidney cell lines?  He will not have access to

biosafety cabinets for the students to use.  He knows this will likely

result in a least some contaminated cultures, but feels a minimal number

will be OK.  He wants the students to do placque assays to be able to

see

CPEs, conduct a time course for virus replication, etc.  He says they

will

not be performing techniques that create aerosols.

The biggest concern I discussed with him would be the potential problems

that could arise from students lack of experience with the equipment,

e.g.,

pipetters, thus creating a hazard by spreading virus around.  (They will

initially use water to familiarize themselves with the process.)  There

are

a number of things I will discuss with him, e.g., absorbant towels under

their work, using gloves, gowns, faceshields, etc.

 My question to the group regards trying to find an acceptable virus

that

is the "least hazardous" to students' health.  He is looking at using a

lab

adapted vesicular stomatitis virus, a pseudo rabies virus, or a

recombinant

strain of herpes simplex that replicates poorly in humans- one that he

has

been using in his research AND for which he would be required to

complete a

rDNA document and get approval from the committee to use, should he

decide

to use that one.

There are obvious concerns about using any one of these.  I am curious

to

know how any one of you would respond, and for those of you in

university

settings,  what your virology instructors might be using for similar

situations.  (The previous instructor retired and is apparently

unavailable

to give advice.)

Hope this isn't too confusing, but I am trying to provide enuf info up

front so you know we've discussed and will deal with many of the issues

you

might be wondering about.

Thanks in advance!!!!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biological Safety

Health Protection Office

100 Grand Avenue Ct.

University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa   52242

V (319) 335-8501

F (319) 335-7564

EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu
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Date:         Wed, 4 Jun 1997 02:45:39 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Disposable HEPA respirators - OSHA compliance

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Does anyone have information about the application of the OSHA respirator

requirements to the N95 or HEPA masks being used for TB and other

infectious aerosols?  Questions such as medical check before assigning,

training, fit-testing (this last one I think is only applied to

negative-pressure respirators, which the disposables would not be).  There

would be some logistics and annual cost in capturing employees assigned to

routine or emergency use of such masks in existing respirator programs.

Laura Newton, Consultant

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Jun 1997 08:36:06 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jim Clark <clark3@CES.CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Disposable HEPA respirators - OSHA compliance

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The difference between a mask and a respirator was discussed at great

length at the 4th National Symposium on Biosafety (Jan 96, Atlanta). The

consensus was that a mask is worn strictly for protection of the patient,

while a respirator is worn for protection of the worker. If you're trying

to protect the worker, it's a respirator and a respiratory protection

program is required. Give me a FAX # and I'll send you a copy of the

applicable section of the proceedings.

At 02:45 AM 6/4/97 PDT, you wrote:

>Does anyone have information about the application of the OSHA respirator

>requirements to the N95 or HEPA masks being used for TB and other

>infectious aerosols?  Questions such as medical check before assigning,

>training, fit-testing (this last one I think is only applied to

>negative-pressure respirators, which the disposables would not be).  There

>would be some logistics and annual cost in capturing employees assigned to

>routine or emergency use of such masks in existing respirator programs.

>Laura Newton, Consultant

>

>

Jim Clark

135 ESE

656-5574

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Jun 1997 09:23:37 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Disposable HEPA respirators - OSHA compliance

In-Reply-To:  <MAPI.Id.0016.006577746f6e6c203030303730303037@MAPI.to.RFC822>

The N-95 series respirators can and should be fit tested by a

qualified individual.  These respirators are significantly better

than surgical masks; they are capable of forming a tight seal against

the face and can be fit tested using either saccharine in a nebulizer

or Bitrix (for those folks that are not sensitive to the taste of

saccharine).

These respirators do not put any appreciable strain on the

respiratory system (at least not like a cartridge respirator does).

Short of a full-blown physical, chest x-ray and spirometry, we used a

questionnaire to identify those individuals with preexisting

respiratory problems such as asthma so that they can be more closely

monitored.

Mine Safety Appliances (MSA) sells a decent, reasonably inexpensive

saccharine test kit - part # 697287...no real affiliation with the

company; just a satisfied customer.

A lot of information about these respirators and other issues related

to the TB standard can be found on the OSHA web site:  look for

document CPL 2.106 - Enforcement Procedures and Scheduling for

Occupational Exposure to Tuberculosis.

Hope this helps...

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Jun 1997 08:04:43 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Disposable HEPA respirators - OSHA compliance

     We use the Technol and 3M N95 masks at UCSF for a wide variety of

     purposes.  We recently fit-tested the entire at-risk hospital staff

     for TB protection.  No pulmonary function testing is required for the

     N95s but since they're available in a variety of sizes, we fit-test

     using saccharine to determine which size is best for each user.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Disposable HEPA respirators - OSHA compliance

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    6/4/97 12:48 AM

Does anyone have information about the application of the OSHA respirator

requirements to the N95 or HEPA masks being used for TB and other infectious

aerosols?  Questions such as medical check before assigning, training,

fit-testing (this last one I think is only applied to negative-pressure

respirators, which the disposables would not be).  There would be some

logistics and annual cost in capturing employees assigned to routine or

emergency use of such masks in existing respirator programs. Laura Newton,

Consultant

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 4 Jun 1997 13:36:43 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Josh Switzky <Jswitz322@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Sr. Biological/Chemical Safety Specialist

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=unknown-8bit

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

The position of Sr. Biological/Chemical Safety Specialist is currently

available with ENVIRONMENTAL AND OCCUPATIONAL RISK MANAGEMENT, INC. (EORM=

).

 Founded in 1990, EORM has positioned itself as one of the world=92s lead=

ing

international providers of high value, strategically-oriented environment=

al,

health, and safety consulting services to high-technology industries. EOR=

M

distinguishes itself from other environmental consulting firms by emphasi=

zing

prevention rather than reaction. EORM=92s integrated approach to safety

management includes:

=B7 Industrial Hygiene and Safety Management

=B7 Process and Equipment Safety Engineering

=B7 Strategic Environmental Management

=B7 Environmental, Health, and Safety Training

=B7 Ergonomics and Human Factors Engineering

=B7 Environmental Regulatory Compliance

The following is a description of the opportunity currently available wit=

h

EORM:

Senior Biological and Chemical Safety Specialist (South San Francisco)

Position will develop and manage programs to promote compliance with all

applicable regulations, company policies and good practices for the follo=

wing

programs: Chemical Safety including serve as chemical hygiene officer,

perform training, conduct audits, prepare documentation (Chemical Hygiene

Plan, Business Plan, and Chemical Inventories); and Biological Safety

including coordinate efforts of the Institutional Biosafety Committee con=

duct

audits, perform sampling, and manage biowaste disposal.  Candidate will

possess B.S. in chemical or biological sciences or equivalent (MS desirab=

le),

5-7 years experience in chemical safety and biological safety.

All  inquiries/resumes should be directed to EORM=92s consultant retained=

 to

manage this hiring effort:=09

Joshua Switzky

Zweig White & Associates, Inc.

243 Vallejo Street

San Francisco, CA  94111

Tel. (415) 296-9600

Fax (415) 296-8003

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 6 Jun 1997 11:05:47 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Frank Kaul <Frank_Kaul@COMPUSERVE.COM>

Subject:      Disposable HEPA respirators - OSHA compliance

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Message text written by Laura Newton, Consultant<

>Does anyone have information about the application of the OSHA respirato=

r

>requirements to the N95 or HEPA masks being used for TB and other

>infectious aerosols?  Questions such as medical check before assigning,

>training, fit-testing (this last one I think is only applied to

>negative-pressure respirators, which the disposables would not be).  The=

re

>would be some logistics and annual cost in capturing employees assigned =

to

>routine or emergency use of such masks in existing respirator programs.

My understanding is that if it is sold as a respirator it needs NIOSH

and/or MSHA approval for its intended use.  The packaging and/or

instructions will clearly indicate approval.  Respirator vendors, includi=

ng

3M, also sell "Non-toxic Particle Masks" to protect from nuisance dusts

below TLV levels.  Note the substitution of the term "Mask" for

"Respirator" by the manufacturer.  There are no OSHA requirements for the=

se

masks since they aren't designed to protect you from a hazardous situatio=

n.

 All disposable respirators I am aware of are negative pressure.  You wou=

ld

need an air pump or compressed air to create a positive pressure

respirator.  I am also not aware of any exemption from OSHAs medical

opinion or fit test requirements for disposale respirators.  If one exist=

s

I would love to be told where I can find it.

All opinions are mine.

Hope this helps.

=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=

=3D=3D=3D

Frank Kaul

(913) 865-1781

Frank_Kaul@compuserve.com

=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=

=3D=3D=3D
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Date:         Fri, 6 Jun 1997 12:43:08 -0300

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Skinner, Martin" <MSkinner@NBPOWER.COM>

Subject:      TB and respirators

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

At our power plant we use many types of negative pressure respirators.

We wash and sanitize (I use the term very loosely) them for reuse.  What

type of disinfection protocol is needed to insure that the TB bacillus

is not spread throughout the work force?  Since the occurence of TB is

on the increase, contagion is becomming a more and more pressing

problem.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 9 Jun 1997 16:35:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Influenza

Any special precautions for working with influenza (vaccine/reference

strains) other than what is listed in the CDC/NIH Text " Biosafety in

Microbiological and Biomedcial Labs"

Ed Krisiunas@aol.com

860-675-1217

860-675-1311 (fax)

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Jun 1997 14:06:30 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Hamilton Nashe Ltd <info@HNASHE.COM>

Subject:      Environment 97

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

I would like to draw your attention to Environment97, the world's first =

environmental conference to take place entirely on the Internet, at:

www.environment97.org

The conference takes a broad look at environmental issues. Papers range =

from global issues (eg. Climatic change) through environmental =

philosophy (Can the US be sustained?, Is sustainable development =

compatible with the free market?) to toolkits and techniques (Life cycle =

assessment, Environmental impact assessment).

All of the information is free of charge, and unlike most international =

environmental conferences, Environment97 will not add to the problem.

A brief overview:

~ 150 technical and general papers

~ Discussion groups for each keynote paper

~ Downloadable images of environmental bad practice

~ Life cycle assessment comparing an internet conference with a real =

conference

~ Chat bar - talk to your colleagues around the world

We look forward to 'meeting' you at environment97

John Duffy

Marketing Manager - Environment97

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 11 Jun 1997 12:20:14 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Josh Switzky <Jswitz322@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Environment 97

In a message dated 97-06-11 12:12:18 EDT, you write:

<< We look forward to 'meeting' you at environment97

 John Duffy

 Marketing Manager - Environment97 >>

you left out a key bit of info:  when?

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Jun 1997 08:12:33 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Position Available

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The following is a forward of email from Monsanto.  Please respond to Gary

Spies directly (his address is at the end), *do not* reply to the list.

Richie Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

>--------------------------------------

>

>Health and Safety Specialist, Monsanto Life Science - World Headquarters ESH,

>St. Louis, Missouri

>

>Monsanto Life Sciences is seeking a Health and Safety Specialist with R&D or

>Biotechnology experience for it's ESH Team at Monsanto's World Headquarters in

>St. Louis.  Please reply directly to the contact listed below.

>

>Major Responsibilities: Coordinate and develop additional opportunities for

>researcher involvement in health and safety activities and serve as a

health and

>safety technical specialist for various research teams within Monsanto's World

>Headquarters Sites, Research Centers.  Conduct safety reviews of R&D

activities,

>provide Safety and Health training, and support incident investigations.

>Industrial hygienist for hearing conservation, ventilation, Hazard

Communication

>and Lab Standard compliance and PPE and Respiratory Protection programs for the

>entire World Headquarters Sites.  Serve on emergency response teams.

>

>Qualifications/Competencies: Safety and health leadership experience in a

>corporate or academic R&D or biotechnology facility.  Must have excellent

>team-building and communication skills. Service oriented.  CIH highly

desirable.

>

>Other Information:  Send resume and contact information for three references to

>contact listed below. Salary is commensurate with experience.

>

>Contact: Gary Spies, Monsanto, 800 N. Lindbergh, mail code R3B, St. Louis, MO

>63167, voice (314)694-8716, fax (314)694-5884, e-mail gjspie@monsanto.com.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Jun 1997 16:03:18 -0500

Reply-To:     mkinsey@mriresearch.org

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melina Kinsey <mkinsey@MRIRESEARCH.ORG>

Organization: MRI

Subject:      Back Safety

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Are there any good videos regarding back safety or how to lift properly.

MRI is a research facility and we are looking for a good video that

would address back safety in a laboratory or office setting.

Thanks in advance for your help.

--

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

http://www.mriresearch.org

mkinsey@mriresearch.org

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 16 Jun 1997 17:13:00 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "C. Austin" <czca@MUSICA.MCGILL.CA>

Organization: McGill University

Subject:      New Occupational Health Sciences Web site at McGill University

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Visit our new Occupational Health Sciences Web site at McGill University

and pass around the URL:

      http://www.mcgill.ca/occh

--

Claire Austin

Occupational Health, McGill University

mailto:czca@musica.mcgill.ca

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 17 Jun 1997 09:43:49 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Hofherr, Leslie" <Leslie@ADMIN.UCLA.EDU>

Subject:      Eligibility Requirements - Certification from NRM

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I talked to Shelley Logan, the Coordinator of Certification Programs for

the Biological Safety Exam, about the eligibility requirements for the

Specialist Mircrobiologist. The requirements state that to be eligible

you must have post-baccalaureate laboratory experience within the last 7

or 10 years.

Shelley stated that for the Biological Safety exam we can use our

experience as a biological safety officer and won't be required to have

actual lab experience. It means that you have to show that you have had

4 years in the last 7 or 7 years in the last 10 of biological safety

experience not laboratory experience.

Leslie Hofherr

UCLA

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Jun 1997 14:58:32 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      bird droppings

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

We have 46 mechanical rooms in a building we recently leased.

Major renovations are planned for the building, which includes the

mechanical rooms, prior to occupancy of the building.

In several of these areas large amounts of pigeon droppings (6 inches

deep) have been identified, as well as feathers, nesting materials and

possibly dead birds.

What is the recommended approach for maintenance workers who will

need to enter these areas for preventive maintenance on the

mechanical equipment?  What about cleaning the areas of the

droppings?  Are there companies which can be contracted to do this

sort of clean up?  Thanks in advance.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 18 Jun 1997 16:06:29 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="----=_NextPart_000_01BC7C01.94CE70A0"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_01BC7C01.94CE70A0

Content-Type: text/plain;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

We take care of this sort of problem..

Give me a call..

Mark Kropidlowski

Bio-Tec Emergency Services

33175 Vickers St. NE

Cambridge, MN 55008

bio-tec@bigfoot.com

Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

Fax: 612-689-4622

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

 ----

From: THERESE M. STINNETT <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Date: Wednesday, June 18, 1997 3:48 PM

Subject:  bird droppings

We have 46 mechanical rooms in a building we recently leased.

Major renovations are planned for the building, which includes the

mechanical rooms, prior to occupancy of the building.

In several of these areas large amounts of pigeon droppings (6 inches

deep) have been identified, as well as feathers, nesting materials and

possibly dead birds.

What is the recommended approach for maintenance workers who will

need to enter these areas for preventive maintenance on the

mechanical equipment?  What about cleaning the areas of the

droppings?  Are there companies which can be contracted to do this

sort of clean up?  Thanks in advance.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

------=_NextPart_000_01BC7C01.94CE70A0

Content-Type: text/html;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD W3 HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META content=3Dtext/html;charset=3Diso-8859-1 =

http-equiv=3DContent-Type>

<HTML><META content=3D'"Trident 4.71.0544.0"' name=3DGENERATOR>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>We take care of this sort =

of=20

problem..</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>Give me a =

call..</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>Mark =

Kropidlowski</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2><BR>

Bio-Tec Emergency Services<BR>

33175 Vickers St. NE<BR>

Cambridge, MN 55008<BR>

<BR>

<A href=3D"mailto:bio-tec@bigfoot.com">bio-tec@bigfoot.com</A><BR>

Emergency Phone:&nbsp; 1-888-246-9111<BR>

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107<BR>

Fax: 612-689-4622<BR>

Web Site: <A=20

href=3D"http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html">http://www.=

geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html</A></FONT>

<P></P>

 ----<BR>

<B>From: </B>THERESE M. STINNETT &lt;Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU&gt;<BR>

<B>To: </B>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU<BR>

<B>Date: </B>Wednesday, June 18, 1997 3:48 PM<BR>

<B>Subject: </B> bird droppings<BR>

<BR>

<HTML><BODY><FONT size=3D2>We have 46 mechanical rooms in a building we =

recently=20

leased.<BR>

Major renovations are planned for the building, which includes the<BR>

mechanical rooms, prior to occupancy of the building.<BR>

<BR>

In several of these areas large amounts of pigeon droppings (6 =

inches<BR>

deep) have been identified, as well as feathers, nesting materials =

and<BR>

possibly dead birds.<BR>

<BR>

What is the recommended approach for maintenance workers who will<BR>

need to enter these areas for preventive maintenance on the<BR>

mechanical equipment?&nbsp; What about cleaning the areas of the<BR>

droppings?&nbsp; Are there companies which can be contracted to do =

this<BR>

sort of clean up?&nbsp; Thanks in advance.<BR>

Terry Stinnett<BR>

UCHSC, Health &amp; Safety Div<BR>

BioSafety Officer<BR>

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275<BR>

Denver, CO 80262<BR>

303-315-6754<BR>

</FONT></FONT>

</BODY></HTML>

------=_NextPart_000_01BC7C01.94CE70A0--

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 08:23:56 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jonathan Dyer <Jonathan_Dyer@BROWN.EDU>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

In-Reply-To:  <9BC85C75066@TELLURIDE.UCHSC.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Terry,

Recently the city of Providence, RI had a similar problem on a much larger

scale.  The Highway department was conducting renovations on the Washington

Bridge (Interstate 195) when they discovered a deposit of bird-droppings

approximately a foot deep and covering the width of the bridge beneith the

surface of the roadway.  If memory serves me correctly their ended up being

several TONS of droppings that had to be taken away as Hazardous waste... a

rather expensive delay for the construction company I would imagine.

I suggest contacting the Highway Department for the State of Rhode Island,

Chief Design Engineer's office at (401) 277-2023 for more information.

There is also a number for public affairs under the Department of

Transportation, (401) 277-1362.

Hope this helps,

Jonathan Dyer

Safety Specialist

Brown University

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 09:07:57 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

When your maintenance people enter this area to clean it, they should be

wearing appropriate PPE and a HEPA respirator.  Cryptococcus neoformans is

found in huge numbers in pigeon droppings and to a lesser extent other avian

species.

Hope this helps

At 02:58 PM 6/18/97 MST-0700, you wrote:

>We have 46 mechanical rooms in a building we recently leased.

>Major renovations are planned for the building, which includes the

>mechanical rooms, prior to occupancy of the building.

>

>In several of these areas large amounts of pigeon droppings (6 inches

>deep) have been identified, as well as feathers, nesting materials and

>possibly dead birds.

>

>What is the recommended approach for maintenance workers who will

>need to enter these areas for preventive maintenance on the

>mechanical equipment?  What about cleaning the areas of the

>droppings?  Are there companies which can be contracted to do this

>sort of clean up?  Thanks in advance.

>Terry Stinnett

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 08:05:19 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Anne Wemhoff <awemhoff@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

In-Reply-To:  <9BC85C75066@TELLURIDE.UCHSC.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

You may want to contact a publication call Service Technician (800-456-0707)

 that is targeted to the pest control service industry.  The editor's name is

 Jeff Fenner, and he could probably direct you to some certified companies in

 your area and recent articles on bird dropping hazards.

Bird droppings are very hazardous and can transmit severe respiratory illness,

 especially when dried and airborne.  Professionals with the correct equipment

 and insurance should do the job. Often, to keep the droppings from becoming

 airborne, it's necessary to wet down the droppings and then remove them....a

 real mess.

Also, to prevent future infestations the source of the birds must be stopped.

 They must be excluded from returning / nesting, etc.  Pigeons are birds of

 habit and will return to a conducive environment.

Frankly, I'd try revising your lease agreement.  The building owner should be

 responsible for clean-up and exclusion, because this is a dangerous environment

 for your employees and a costly one for your company.  Good luck.

Anne Wemhoff

Contributing writer to Service Technician

On Wed, 18 Jun 1997, "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU> wrote:

>We have 46 mechanical rooms in a building we recently leased.

>Major renovations are planned for the building, which includes the

>mechanical rooms, prior to occupancy of the building.

>

>In several of these areas large amounts of pigeon droppings (6 inches

>deep) have been identified, as well as feathers, nesting materials and

>possibly dead birds.

>

>What is the recommended approach for maintenance workers who will

>need to enter these areas for preventive maintenance on the

>mechanical equipment?  What about cleaning the areas of the

>droppings?  Are there companies which can be contracted to do this

>sort of clean up?  Thanks in advance.

>Terry Stinnett

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 09:57:29 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>What is the recommended approach for maintenance workers who will

>need to enter these areas for preventive maintenance on the

>mechanical equipment?  What about cleaning the areas of the

>droppings?  Are there companies which can be contracted to do this

>sort of clean up?  Thanks in advance.

>Terry Stinnett

Bird dropping may contain a number of infectious agents, some infectious via

aerosol route, some via ingestion.  So, the best route is to clean up before

maintenance workers have to enter the area.  Anyone entering should have

HEPA respirators, shoe covering, overalls, gloves.  Careful attention to

personal hygiene i.e. wash after exiting before smoking or eating.  Cleaning

up the area: use a phenolic based disinfectant (not neutralized by misc.

organic material like halogens and less toxic to people then formaldehyde or

gluteraldehyde).  Soak the droppings and then vacuum up.  There are

companies in MA that do this and I would suppose that they exist in CO too.

Companies here that due this work also due things like lead  and asbestos

abatement.

I have seen more bird poop up close and personal then I EVER thought I would

when I started in this profession many, many years ago.  I wonder if this

subject will be on the certification exam???  Question: "What course of

action would you take if you had to remediate a building with 6-12" layer of

bird droppings?"  Answer (choice 1) a) Resign and retrain for a cleaner job

s.a. sewer worker. b) Napalm the building. c) Ask NASA for a space suit. d)

Assign to job to someone with less senority then you.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 09:49:26 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:57 AM 6/19/97 -0400, Richard Fink wrote:

>I have seen more bird poop up close and personal then I EVER thought I would

>when I started in this profession many, many years ago.  I wonder if this

>subject will be on the certification exam???  Question: "What course of

>action would you take if you had to remediate a building with 6-12" layer of

>bird droppings?"  Answer (choice 1) a) Resign and retrain for a cleaner job

>s.a. sewer worker. b) Napalm the building. c) Ask NASA for a space suit. d)

>Assign to job to someone with less senority then you.

Thanks for the good laugh this morning, Richie!!  Nothing seems to get my

phone ringing faster than bird poop.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 10:55:51 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Re: bird droppings

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="----=_NextPart_000_01BC7C9F.5A1E22E0"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_01BC7C9F.5A1E22E0

Content-Type: text/plain;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

For all who run into this problem in the future, we provide this service =

Nationally. We are a crime scene clean-up company but have been called =

to take care of this exact problem many times.=20

As to the test question I pick (choice 1)=20

I agree thanks for the laughs...

Mark Kropidlowski

Bio-Tec Emergency Services

33175 Vickers St. NE

Cambridge, MN 55008

bio-tec@bigfoot.com

Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

Fax: 612-689-4622

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

 ----

From: LouAnn C. Burnett <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Date: Thursday, June 19, 1997 9:52 AM

Subject:  Re: bird droppings

At 09:57 AM 6/19/97 -0400, Richard Fink wrote:

>I have seen more bird poop up close and personal then I EVER thought I =

would

>when I started in this profession many, many years ago.  I wonder if =

this

>subject will be on the certification exam???  Question: "What course of

>action would you take if you had to remediate a building with 6-12" =

layer of

>bird droppings?"  Answer (choice 1) a) Resign and retrain for a cleaner =

job

>s.a. sewer worker. b) Napalm the building. c) Ask NASA for a space =

suit. d)

>Assign to job to someone with less senority then you.

Thanks for the good laugh this morning, Richie!!  Nothing seems to get =

my

phone ringing faster than bird poop.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

------=_NextPart_000_01BC7C9F.5A1E22E0

Content-Type: text/html;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD W3 HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META content=3Dtext/html;charset=3Diso-8859-1 =

http-equiv=3DContent-Type>

<HTML><META content=3D'"Trident 4.71.0544.0"' name=3DGENERATOR>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>For all who run into this =

problem in the=20

future, we provide this service Nationally.</FONT></FONT><FONT =

face=3DArial=20

size=3D2><FONT size=3D2> We are a crime scene clean-up company but have =

been called=20

to take care of this exact problem many times. </FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>As to the test question I =

pick (choice=20

1) </FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>I agree thanks for the=20

laughs...</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>Mark =

Kropidlowski</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2><BR>

Bio-Tec Emergency Services<BR>

33175 Vickers St. NE<BR>

Cambridge, MN 55008<BR>

<BR>

<A href=3D"mailto:bio-tec@bigfoot.com">bio-tec@bigfoot.com</A><BR>

Emergency Phone:&nbsp; 1-888-246-9111<BR>

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107<BR>

Fax: 612-689-4622<BR>

Web Site: <A=20

href=3D"http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html">http://www.=

geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html</A></FONT>

<P></P>

 ----<BR>

<B>From: </B>LouAnn C. Burnett &lt;lburnett@UIUC.EDU&gt;<BR>

<B>To: </B>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU<BR>

<B>Date: </B>Thursday, June 19, 1997 9:52 AM<BR>

<B>Subject: </B> Re: bird droppings<BR>

<BR>

<HTML><BODY><FONT size=3D2>At 09:57 AM 6/19/97 -0400, Richard Fink =

wrote:<BR>

&gt;I have seen more bird poop up close and personal then I EVER thought =

I=20

would<BR>

&gt;when I started in this profession many, many years ago.&nbsp; I =

wonder if=20

this<BR>

&gt;subject will be on the certification exam???&nbsp; Question: =

&quot;What=20

course of<BR>

&gt;action would you take if you had to remediate a building with =

6-12&quot;=20

layer of<BR>

&gt;bird droppings?&quot;&nbsp; Answer (choice 1) a) Resign and retrain =

for a=20

cleaner job<BR>

&gt;s.a. sewer worker. b) Napalm the building. c) Ask NASA for a space =

suit.=20

d)<BR>

&gt;Assign to job to someone with less senority then you.<BR>

<BR>

Thanks for the good laugh this morning, Richie!!&nbsp; Nothing seems to =

get=20

my<BR>

phone ringing faster than bird poop.<BR>

<BR>

LouAnn<BR>

<BR>

<BR>

-------------------------------------------------------------------<BR>

LouAnn C. Burnett<BR>

Assistant Director, Environmental Health &amp; Safety<BR>

Biological Safety Section<BR>

Division of Environmental Health &amp; Safety<BR>

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign<BR>

217-244-7362 (office)&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; 217-244-6594 (fax)<BR>

--------------------------------------------------------------------<BR>

</FONT></FONT>

</BODY></HTML>

------=_NextPart_000_01BC7C9F.5A1E22E0--

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 13:41:12 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Large Quant. Rhino 54

          A Biological Safety Officer for the past 9 yrs, this is my

          first outing on the list. Please forgive if this is in any

          way inappropriate.

          We've worked w/ literally dozens of pathogens at BSL 2, and

          two at BSL 3, for many years here (some for most of our

          50-year history). However, an investigator now wants to work

          with Rhinovirus 54 (strain F01-3771 from ATCC) in cultures

          of up to 20 liters, at Biosafety Level 2.

          As is true of a good number of the agents handled, Rhino 54

          is assigned BSL2 by the investigator in the absence of a

          specific Agent Summary Statement in BMBL (CDC/NIH).

          Can I get the opinions of those who would respond?:

          1. Should I recommend/argue for Biosafety Level 3 due to the

          large scale of the work? (Our BSL 3 lab is >90% of capacity

          now.)

          2. Even there there are NO recombinants involved, should I

          go even further and recommend BL2-Large Scale practices,

          borrowing from NIH rDNA Guidelines? (I know it's a stretch,

          maybe an "impossible dream".)

          3. Should I leave them alone? (Keep in mind that our

          investigators are used to basically doing as I say.)

          Any and all points of view are welcome. I'm going to need

          plenty of ammo if I choose to ask for any changes in plans.

          Randy Norman

          Safety Manager

          (Chemical Hygiene Officer, Chemical Health and Safety

          Officer, Radiation Safety Officer and Biological Safety

          Officer- I'm sure there's more, but that's all I remember

          offhand)

          MA BioServices, Inc.

          Rockville, MD

          (301) 738-1000 ext 5313

          FAX: (301) 738-2362

          rnorman@microbio.com

          Opinions expressed, implied, etc. are my own alone and do

          not reflect the views of my employer in any way. My employer

          has not authorized me to speak on their behalf and therefore

          I do not. etc., etc., etc.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 15:38:22 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Large Quant. Rhino 54

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Hi Randy - I'm the Biosafety Spec at MD Anderson Cancer Inst. - Welcome to

          the list.  I have a Canadian Centre for Disease Control MSDS on

          Rhinovirus that may be of help [gives 0.032 to 0.4 TCID-50 as

          infectious dose when given as a nasal spray]  - but will have to

          fax it to you b/c it's only in hard copy form.  Send me your fax

          number if you want it.

My opinion only - I'd suggest BSL2 with BSL3 practices for this project b/c

          of large volume.   I'd make sure they do all work in a IIA BSC

          (at the minimum) and place eye (splash goggles) and respiratory

          protection on the agent handlers, just in case there is a breach

          in the cabinet air barrier.   Also, I'd place the operations &

          BSC in a room with negative air flow w/ respect to common rooms,

          ofc., corridors, etc. (where those not involved in the project or

          those not advised of the hazard nature of the work reside).  And

          most importantly, I'd make sure they have a written and posted

          Spill Clean Up procedure (that specifically addresses the large

          volume problem) before they start work.

          We've had this same problem with Adenovirus here - a relative

          benign common cold virus - but aerosol transmitted and used in

          very high concentrations.  Concentration is the main concern.

          Both Adeno and Rhino are infectious at very small doses.  If you

          know how many viral particles, PFUs or infective doses, they will

          be handling at once, and you know the air volume and ventilation

          rate of the room - you can predict a maximum foreseeable exposure

          incident (MFEI) and extrapolate if that incident could result in

          a inhaled amount expected to produce infection.  This is pretty

          much what we do with Adeno -- we insist the air flow

          characteristics of the handling area are sufficient to keep the

          MFEI below the infective dose.  If not - we move the project to

          an area that is OK or alter the existing space with portable HEPA

          exhaust units, ducted to reverse the airflow.

          Some MDs, PIs protest [goes something like this - it's just a

          cold virus and it's not going to kill anybody] - BUT - we

          strictly enforce this and most of the staff and patients feel

          safer and are thankful for it.

The only other option I'd feel OK with - would be to sero-test all the

          handlers and others in the area to Ab against Rhino 54, then

          restrict access to the handling area (as defined by the

          ventilation system) to only those with a healthy antibody

          response.  <--- a more costly option, I think.

I had one research nurse tell me last week - "I'm not going to have an

accident  with this stuff - I don't see what all the fuss is about".  My

response, "I don't want to hear that you are not going to have an accident.

What I want to hear is - if I have an accident - this is what I have

planned to make sure no one gets exposed' ".  I think she understood then

what she needed to do.

Judy Pointer

Environmental Health & Safety

UTMDACC

Houston, Tx 77030

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 19 Jun 1997 14:48:57 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Large Quant. Rhino 54

     Given that the rhinoviruses are known to cause only the common cold,

     I'd be hard pressed to ask for more than standard BSL2 containment

     with special attention to procedures for handling large volumes.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn a. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Large Quant. Rhino 54

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    6/19/97 10:54 AM

          A Biological Safety Officer for the past 9 yrs, this is my

          first outing on the list. Please forgive if this is in any

          way inappropriate.

          We've worked w/ literally dozens of pathogens at BSL 2, and

          two at BSL 3, for many years here (some for most of our

          50-year history). However, an investigator now wants to work

          with Rhinovirus 54 (strain F01-3771 from ATCC) in cultures

          of up to 20 liters, at Biosafety Level 2.

          As is true of a good number of the agents handled, Rhino 54

          is assigned BSL2 by the investigator in the absence of a

          specific Agent Summary Statement in BMBL (CDC/NIH).

          Can I get the opinions of those who would respond?:

          1. Should I recommend/argue for Biosafety Level 3 due to the

          large scale of the work? (Our BSL 3 lab is >90% of capacity

          now.)

          2. Even there there are NO recombinants involved, should I

          go even further and recommend BL2-Large Scale practices,

          borrowing from NIH rDNA Guidelines? (I know it's a stretch,

          maybe an "impossible dream".)

          3. Should I leave them alone? (Keep in mind that our

          investigators are used to basically doing as I say.)

          Any and all points of view are welcome. I'm going to need

          plenty of ammo if I choose to ask for any changes in plans.

          Randy Norman

          Safety Manager

          (Chemical Hygiene Officer, Chemical Health and Safety

          Officer, Radiation Safety Officer and Biological Safety

          Officer- I'm sure there's more, but that's all I remember

          offhand)

          MA BioServices, Inc.

          Rockville, MD

          (301) 738-1000 ext 5313

          FAX: (301) 738-2362

          rnorman@microbio.com

          Opinions expressed, implied, etc. are my own alone and do

          not reflect the views of my employer in any way. My employer

          has not authorized me to speak on their behalf and therefore

          I do not. etc., etc., etc.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 20 Jun 1997 11:40:28 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <ssouder@physres2.uns.tju.edu>

From:         Sue Souder <Susan.Souder@MAIL.TJU.EDU>

Subject:      C-J Safety

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Dear Biosafety Experts,

I know not too long ago we discussed Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease in

some way.  Right now our university hospital is increasing the amount

of nerosurgery and we do have cases of known C-J with some possible

cases.  My question is, in the histology laboratoy, what are your

procedures as to how to handle and fix brain tissue.  We know that

routine fixing of tissue with zylene or formaldehyde will not kill

C-J, so if a tissue is fixed, and it is found to be positive after

the slide has been reviewed by the pathologist, how do you handle

the reagents and the possibility of other tissue be contaminated?

Thank you in advance for your input.

Sue Souder

Biosafety Officer

Thomas Jefferson University

Phila. Pa.

e-mail Susan.Souder@mail.tju.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 24 Jun 1997 15:46:22 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      S. aureus and archives?

     What do you do when the organism in question is not listed by the

     CDC/NIH Biosafety Guidelines.  Is there another resource of info?

     Specifically, today I need to have a reference for the proper

     biosafety level for S. aureus (any help is welcome), but there have

     been other instances in the past.

     I thought there might have been someone who had asked this question in

     the past and I wondered about whether one can search the archives in

     BIOSAFTY as one can on the SAFETY list.  Any help on this is also

     welcome.

     Thanks.

     Cheri Marcham

     OU Health Sciences Center

     Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 24 Jun 1997 17:35:47 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: S. aureus and archives?

Hi Cheri. The Office of Biosafety, Laboratory Centre for Disease Control,

Tunney's Pasture (#0700A1), Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L2 has developed an

excellent series of MSDSs for infectious substances. They ask that only those

specifically needed in our work be requested, as their resources are limited,

but they reply to a request FAXED to their office (FAX 613-941-0596.) There

is one on S. aureus.  Hope this helps!

karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

617-632-3890

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 24 Jun 1997 15:07:12 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: S. aureus and archives?

     Hi, Cheri -

     I always use the Risk Group list in Appendix B of the NIH Guidelines

     for Recombinant DNA Research - at least this document gets a regular

     updating whereas the BMBL is 1993 and not due for a rewrite until

     1998!  My list shows Staph aureus as a Risk Group 2 bacterium.

     - Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: S. aureus and archives?

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    6/24/97 2:31 PM

     What do you do when the organism in question is not listed by the

     CDC/NIH Biosafety Guidelines.  Is there another resource of info?

     Specifically, today I need to have a reference for the proper

     biosafety level for S. aureus (any help is welcome), but there have

     been other instances in the past.

     I thought there might have been someone who had asked this question in

     the past and I wondered about whether one can search the archives in

     BIOSAFTY as one can on the SAFETY list.  Any help on this is also

     welcome.

     Thanks.

     Cheri Marcham

     OU Health Sciences Center

     Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 24 Jun 1997 17:35:47 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Resent-From: "karen b. byers"

              <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Comments:     Originally-From: "karen b. byers"

              <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: S. aureus and archives?

Forwarded to:      SMTP[BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU]

          cc:

Comments by:       Karen B. Byers@SS@DFCI

   -------------------------- [Original Message] -------------------------

Hi Cheri. The Office of Biosafety, Laboratory Centre for Disease Control,

Tunney's Pasture (#0700A1), Ottawa, Ontario K1A 0L2 has developed an

excellent series of MSDSs for infectious substances. They ask that only those

specifically needed in our work be requested, as their resources are limited,

but they reply to a request FAXED to their office (FAX 613-941-0596.) There

is one on S. aureus.  Hope this helps!

karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

617-632-3890

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 24 Jun 1997 17:22:44 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Rosenberg <stuart@SCRIPPS.EDU>

Subject:      Position Announcement

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Safety Specialist

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, CA 92037

The Scripps Research Institute (TSRI), the nation's largest not-for-profit

biomedical research facility, is actively recruiting a Safety Specialist for

its Department of Environmental Health and Safety (EH&S).  The individual

selected to fill this position will play a key role in implementing a

conprehensive EH&S program and will provide technical guidance to the

research community as-well-as other members of the EH&S Department.  The

selected individual will actively participate in safety-related activities

inclusive of general safety, hazardous waste/materials management,

biosafety, industrial hygiene, health physics, emergency response and safety

education.

At a minimum, candidates must have two years of safety-related experience,

preferably in an academic environment. A bachelors degree in a physical

science, safety management, or other related field is also required.  In

addition to having strong technical skills the ideal candidate  will have

excellent interpersonal skills and will have a focus toward customer service

and satisfaction.

A competitive salary, an outstanding flexible benefit program, on-site child

care, and a stable and challenging work environment are offered in addition

to a location having what many consider to be the best weather in the world.

The Scripps Research Institute values and supports diversity in its work

force/AA/EOE.

Interested and qualified candidates for this professional, non-supervisory

level position are encouraged to do one of the following:

*fax resume to: TSRI's Human Resource Department (619)784-8071

*email resume to TSRI's Human Resources Department resumes@scripps.edu

*mail resume to TSRI's Human Resources Department (utilize the address noted

above and include the mail drop code of TPC-11)

*In your "correspondence" to our HR Department please indicate that you

learned of the position via this mailing list.

If you have questions about the position please contact William Koegel at

(619)784-9568 or Stuart Rosenberg at (619)784-8240.

Stuart D. Rosenberg

Environmental Health and Safety

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 North Torrey Pines Road

La Jolla, California 92037

Phone   (619)784-8240

Fax     (619)784-8490

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 08:26:10 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: S. aureus and archives?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 03:46 PM 6/24/97 CST, you wrote:

>     What do you do when the organism in question is not listed by the

>     CDC/NIH Biosafety Guidelines.  Is there another resource of info?

>     Specifically, today I need to have a reference for the proper

>     biosafety level for S. aureus (any help is welcome), but there have

>     been other instances in the past.

>

Other good sources of information are ASM's Manual of Clinical Microbiology

and Amer. Pub. Health Assoc.'s Control of Communicable Diseases in Man.

>     I thought there might have been someone who had asked this question in

>     the past and I wondered about whether one can search the archives in

>     BIOSAFTY as one can on the SAFETY list.  Any help on this is also

>     welcome.

>

Soon (I hope) the archives will be on the ABSA website.  Currently you can

download the archives from the listserv -- send the following to

listserv@mitvma.mit.edu

IND biosafty

You will then get a list of available log files.  To get the files, send the

following to listserv@mitvma.mit.edu

Get biosafty log####

You can request multiple GETs in a single message.

>     Thanks.

>

>     Cheri Marcham

>     OU Health Sciences Center

>     Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

>     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

>

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 10:33:16 -0500

Reply-To:     mkinsey@mriresearch.org

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melina Kinsey <mkinsey@MRIRESEARCH.ORG>

Organization: MRI

Subject:      Insect and Rodent Control

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

How extensive is the insect and rodent control plan for other BSL-2&3

facilities?  We currently have an institute wide program, but nothing

specifically designated for our BSL laboratories.  Do you have physical

controls?  The use of pesticides in our laboratories is not an option.

I would appreciate any information you could provide.

Thanks in advance for your help.

--

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

http://www.mriresearch.org

mkinsey@mriresearch.org

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 14:36:52 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Hantavirus

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

There has been some recent discussion in our office about the appropriate

BSL for Hantavirus. Does anyone know off the top of their heads what the

current recommended BSL is for Hantavirus?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 14:38:45 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hantavirus

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Robin,

In MMWR Vol 43 No. RR-7 "Laboratory Management of Agents Associated with

Hantavirus Pulmonary Syndrome:  Interim Biosafety Guidelines" (5/13/94),

there is a table with a matrix of type of activity with appropriate BSL or

ABSL for lab facilities and practices.  It ranges from BSL2 to BSL4 (or

ABSL2-4) depending on activity.  It's quite a detailed table so I'm

declining to type it in.  If you have access to the CDC website

(http://www.cdc.gov/epo/mmwr/mmwr_rr.html), I think you can find the whole

document there.

Or you can use CDC's fax info line (404-332-4565) and request document

#310034.

If, for some reason, you can't obtain it from one of these sources, email

me directly and I'll fax the MMWR to you.

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 13:46:44 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Clifford W. Bond" <umbcb@GEMINI.OSCS.MONTANA.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hantavirus

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BC816E.3A47C920"

------ =_NextPart_000_01BC816E.3A47C920

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Robin,

All hantaviruses are Risk Group 3 agents.  We use BSL3 containment and

 practices.

Cliff Bond

----------

From:   Robin Newberry[SMTP:wnewber@clemson.edu]

Sent:   Wednesday, June 25, 1997 12:36 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Hantavirus

There has been some recent discussion in our office about the appropriate

BSL for Hantavirus. Does anyone know off the top of their heads what the

current recommended BSL is for Hantavirus?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu

------ =_NextPart_000_01BC816E.3A47C920

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IjATAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYAOAEAAAEAAAAMAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAAgH2DwEA

AAAEAAAAAAAAAsU3AQSAAQAPAAAAUkU6IEhhbnRhdmlydXMAFgUBBYADAA4AAADNBwYAGQANAC4A

LAADAF0BASCAAwAOAAAAzQcGABkADQAtACAAAwBQAQEJgAEAIQAAADk1QjdFRTAwOEVFQ0QwMTE5

NUQzMDgwMDJCM0IyRjVCADEHAQOQBgA4BAAAEwAAAAsAIwAAAAAAAwAmAAAAAAALACkAAAAAAAMA

LgAAAAAAAwA2AAAAAABAADkA4ETSgqCBvAEeAHAAAQAAAA8AAABSRTogSGFudGF2aXJ1cwAAAgFx

AAEAAAAWAAAAAbyBoILKGm/zg+yOEdCV0wgAKzsvWwAAHgAeDAEAAAAFAAAAU01UUAAAAAAeAB8M

AQAAAB4AAAB1bWJjYkBnZW1pbmkub3Njcy5tb250YW5hLmVkdQAAAAMABhB2X7VYAwAHENMBAAAe

AAgQAQAAAGUAAABST0JJTixBTExIQU5UQVZJUlVTRVNBUkVSSVNLR1JPVVAzQUdFTlRTV0VVU0VC

U0wzQ09OVEFJTk1FTlRBTkRQUkFDVElDRVNDTElGRkJPTkQtLS0tLS0tLS0tRlJPTTpST0JJAAAA

AAIBCRABAAAAsgIAAK4CAAD/BAAATFpGdfoG7Rr/AAoBDwIVAqQD5AXrAoMAUBMDVAIAY2gKwHNl

dO4yBgAGwwKDMgPGBxMCg7ozEw19CoAIzwnZOxX/eDI1NQKACoENsQtgbvBnMTAzFCALChLyDAHW

YwBAB/FiC4AsCoUKhRxBbAMgEcACMGF2adxydRHwBCAKwGUH8AQACGsgRwNgdXAgMwUdIGcJ8HRz

LiAghlcdUBzhIEJTTB4gPwWgHIELgAeAAjAdIG5kiCBwcgDQdGljB5DSLhtMQ2wGkGYfMAIgjmQb

TAqLIiAxODAC0eBpLTE0NA3wDNAlA9kLWTE2CqADYHQFkAVAvi0nJwqHJdsMMCamRgNhvjooLiam

DIIa1AeyYgSQAHJ5W1NNVFA6BHduLFNAY2xlbcpzAiAuCYB1XSfPKN1fBmACMCoPKxse0GQtMHOA

ZGF5LCBKdS0whiAYMDMQMTk5NzOwgDI6MzYgUE0ubxko3VRvMK8rG0JJTwBTQUZUWUBNSSBUVk1B

LjkhLkWMRFU0ny9+dWJqJuH7Nr8rG0gcdyMvJDM0QCWn9xQiDAE2F2gEkB1QEcAEINsscAnwIC3g

B4AgFgAg8HUgIWQEAGMc4ACQAiAgfywRCGFEcA3QIOEdIAbgde0FQHRCAB0gcCahIJAHMPcm0AqF

H0EgAhAFwD5YHqBkRG8dAm55AiAdUGvcbm8H4ETBRYN0RhBEsUdFghzAHFBlYWQEIHf/EcBFcwqF

Q9AskCASQzEDcL8gAQ2wIHBG8gQARy0/Ir/3CrIa4xtMVx6gGuEEkAVAEyxGMxBJVjMQQ0lI6VJh

SE00hkQcwCbhBbD5MxBFbhyxAiAgAgdAPkCvSqBFkCBDBhBmEgB5IafpLcMgVQMAdgSQAJBV5/8t

Ly4wPv9ADho1JqYKhRUhAgBc4AAAAwAQEAAAAAADABEQAAAAAEAABzBgN71XoIG8AUAACDBgN71X

oIG8AR4APQABAAAABQAAAFJFOiAAAAAAeiA=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BC816E.3A47C920--
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Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 16:47:52 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hantavirus

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 01:46 PM 6/25/97 -0600, you wrote:

>Robin,

>

>All hantaviruses are Risk Group 3 agents.  We use BSL3 containment and

> practices.

>

>Cliff Bond

>

There are 14 members of the genus Hantavirus with another 8 probable

members.  Of these 12 have no documented human illness (level 1).  So not

all are level 3 agents.  Of the remaining pathogens, 6 are agents of

hantavirus pulmonary syndrome (=>40% mortality rate, transmissible via

aerosol - I would say level 3 or 4 depending upon viral concentration one is

going for); 3 cause hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS) with a

1-15% death rate (also transmitted via aerosol - level 3) and one causes

HFRS with <1% death rate (aerosol transmission again, - level 2 or 3

depending upon concentration).  Ratings are all IMHO.  For an in depth

review see Emerging Infectious Diseases Vol. 3, #2 April-June 1997 pages 95

- 104; authors -- Connie Schmaljohn & Brian Hjelle.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Wed, 25 Jun 1997 15:23:19 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Oki, Gwenn" <goki@SMTPLINK.COH.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Hantavirus

     Its BSL-3.

     Gwenn Oki

     City of Hope National Medical Center

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Hantavirus

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    6/25/97 12:04 PM

There has been some recent discussion in our office about the appropriate

BSL for Hantavirus. Does anyone know off the top of their heads what the

current recommended BSL is for Hantavirus?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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Date:         Fri, 27 Jun 1997 09:29:33 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Human Gene Therapy

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

How are your IBCs handling the studies involving gene transfer/gene

therapy in humans?  Do you do a review before it goes to the IRB for

your institution or co-review simultaneously?  How do you handle

Phase I versus Phase II studies?  do you ask for documentation other

than the clinical protocol/investigator's brochure?  How do you

interpret App M, especially since it is not the likely format for the

clinical protocol/investigator's brochure?

I hate to ask them to fill out yet another internal form, yet....If

they are a new investigator/new site for a study on which the FDA has

allowed the 30 day comment period to elapse, what do I do to document

unless they provide something in writing for our records?

Any suggestions?

All these questions are my own and in no way reflect upon the

institution for which I work.

Thanks in advance.

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 27 Jun 1997 13:45:52 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Human Gene Therapy

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Hi Terry. I have also personally gone over this question about AppM several

times ... I always want to be sure requirements are logical.  I'm looking

forward to reading comments on this...but today this is what I am thinking:

1). Since RAC submission still requires Appendix M, (check out the ORDA Web

page, submissions for human gene therapy protocols for list of requirements) -

- I have no problem requiring the PTC to be written for both Phase I and

Phase II trials.

2) BUT there may be instances when flexibility on this requirement is

appropriate...and the answers to Appendix M are not required. Some human gene

therapy protocols are submitted with a letter from ORDA stating that the

protocol is exempt from RAC review-- (ex. wild-type Adenovirus which had no

genetic material added)--and FDA review only is advised.  So then wouldn't it

be the IBC's decision whether AppM is a standardized review tool they want to

use or not.. .

What do you think -- other biosafty e-mailers:

Any comments on whether Appendix M is uniformly required for all submissions

or required based on whether the protocol is subject to RAC review?

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 30 Jun 1997 14:11:48 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      inactivation of diphtheria toxin in assay waste

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Does anyone have a validated method for inactivation of diphtheria toxin in

a waste stream?  I could use a literature reference giving the method and

concentration to be used.  I can be reached at (908) 284-0258 phone/FAX.

Laura Newton, Newton Health and Safety.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 1 Jul 1997 09:22:42 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Fw: inactivation of diphtheria toxin in assay waste

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

----------

> Date: Monday, June 30, 1997 14:11:48

> From: newtonl

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: inactivation of diphtheria toxin in assay waste

>

> Does anyone have a validated method for inactivation of diphtheria toxin

in

> a waste stream?  I could use a literature reference giving the method and

> concentration to be used.  I can be reached at (908) 284-0258 phone/FAX.

> Laura Newton, Newton Health and Safety.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 1 Jul 1997 10:42:27 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Vacuum Autoclave Exhaust

          Okay, so I'm splitting hairs here, but don't State

          environmental officials often do the same? -

          Who treats their vacuum autoclave's waste steam/water/air,

          other than BSL 4 labs?

          Note that air sucked from biohazard bags, mixed with steam,

          is extracted into water during the vacuum phase of the

          cycle. This material could contain infectious agents and is

          (in our case) dumped to the sanitary sewer without

          treatment. Since the air from the bags has not gone through

          the complete cycle, we could be talking about sewer

          disposal of untreated infectious waste. With the exception

          of blood and feces, such disposal would seem to violate

          State (Maryland) regulations. What should we do?

          Md reg.s, Title 26 COMAR 10.06.06.02 B.(11) "Microbiological

          Laboratory Waste means waste...that CONTAINS AN INFECTIOUS

          AGENT..." (emphasis added).

          It is regulated as "Special Medical Waste" and, with the

          exceptions cited above, must be treated by one of the

          specified methods (incineration, autoclaving, or chemical

          disinfection) before it escapes regulation. (Actually, it

          must be sterilized before escaping regulation, which in

          practice rules out chemical disinfection.)

          So I ask the question again, does anybody out there treat

          their vacuum autoclave's waste water before discharge to the

          sanitary sewer?

          Am I going too far with this one, or do you think I have a

          legitimate concern? Ideas? Suggestions?

          Thanks in advance for any and all input!

          Randy Norman

          Safety Manager

          MA BioServices, Inc

          Rockville, MD

          (301) 738-1000 ext 5313

          FAX (301) 738-2362

          rnorman@microbio.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 1 Jul 1997 11:31:22 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Vacuum Autoclave Exhaust

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Hi Norman.  I don't think we treat ours and yes, I think it's far fetched

that, if properly autoclaved, autoclave exhaust would have many, if any,

viable microbs in it.

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 1 Jul 1997 12:45:40 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      inactivate diphtheria toxin in waste stream

In-Reply-To:  <18676EB581E@edv2.boku.ac.at>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Does anyone have a validated method for inactivating diphtheria toxin in an

aqueous waste stream?  Literature citation would be very helpful.

  Please call/FAX (908) 284-0258  Laura Newton     newtonl@ptd.net

----------

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 1 Jul 1997 13:18:22 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re: Vacuum Autoclave Exhaust

>Hi Norman.  I don't think we treat ours and yes, I think it's far

>- fetched that, if properly autoclaved, autoclave exhaust

>would have many, if any, viable microbs in it.

>Judy Pointer

>UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

          Judy- Thanks so much for the help. Of course I have further

          thoughts:

          Considering that the first vacuum cycle will suck the air

          out of the bags, before they've even come close to running

          through a full cycle, I fear there may indeed be a decent

          chance that viable microbes may be extracted.

          Our trouble is in the wording, and worse, the obvious intent

          of the State regulations. You see, STERILIZATION of waste is

          required. The definition I quoted earlier also points out

          the intent of the regulators that even one viable microbe

          in our lab's waste be regulated. (Heaven help us if someone

          sneezes over a trash can!) I know this is ludicrous, but the

          Md Dep't. of the Environment made themselves clear by

          requiring "STERILIZATION".

          I was one of only 2 people (though I represented more than a

          hundred businesses) from the affected sector who stood

          before the regulators at the public hearing and pointed out

          the inappropriateness of the word "STERILIZE". They refused

          to remove it, and we're stuck with basically untenable

          regulations.

          We also have difficulties with local law enforcement: I'll

          never forget sitting in an LEPC meeting and hearing a member

          of our local Environmental Crimes Task Force brag about

          the arrest of a lab worker for throwing out what amounted to

          an EXEMPT QUANTITY of infectious waste! (He's been railing

          against that small quantity exemption ever since.)

          Perhaps it is more appropriate to at least consider whether

          less than one infectous dose is emitted: should that be one

          ID-50, or something like the 10E-6 risk level that EPA's

          more familiar with? If we can somehow "prove" that in the

          worst case nobody could come close to being infected, at

          least we'll have some kind of defense.

          Has anybody done any research into this issue? I know

          they've looked at airborne microbe release into the room

          from autoclaves. I haven't seen a study of vacuum

          autoclave wastewater/exhaust. Maybe this would be a good

          project?  Ideas for experimental design (simply spike,

          sample and grow)?

          Randy N.

          MA BioServices, Inc

          rnorman@microbio.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 1 Jul 1997 16:07:55 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Vacuum Autoclave Exhaust

In-Reply-To:  <9706018677.AA867779231@smtplink.microbio.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

We are currently building a waste processor to treat all of our Ag BSL-3

liquid waste.  The waste stream from a vacuum autoclave is routed to the

processor.  Note that this is Ag BSL-3 and not plain BSL-3.   This may

turn out to be a large volume if the autoclave is run often.  We will soon

find out.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Tue, 1 Jul 1997, Norman Randy wrote:

>           Okay, so I'm splitting hairs here, but don't State

>           environmental officials often do the same? -

>

>           Who treats their vacuum autoclave's waste steam/water/air,

>           other than BSL 4 labs?

>

>           Note that air sucked from biohazard bags, mixed with steam,

>           is extracted into water during the vacuum phase of the

>           cycle. This material could contain infectious agents and is

>           (in our case) dumped to the sanitary sewer without

>           treatment. Since the air from the bags has not gone through

>           the complete cycle, we could be talking about sewer

>           disposal of untreated infectious waste. With the exception

>           of blood and feces, such disposal would seem to violate

>           State (Maryland) regulations. What should we do?

>

>           Md reg.s, Title 26 COMAR 10.06.06.02 B.(11) "Microbiological

>           Laboratory Waste means waste...that CONTAINS AN INFECTIOUS

>           AGENT..." (emphasis added).

>

>           It is regulated as "Special Medical Waste" and, with the

>           exceptions cited above, must be treated by one of the

>           specified methods (incineration, autoclaving, or chemical

>           disinfection) before it escapes regulation. (Actually, it

>           must be sterilized before escaping regulation, which in

>           practice rules out chemical disinfection.)

>

>           So I ask the question again, does anybody out there treat

>           their vacuum autoclave's waste water before discharge to the

>           sanitary sewer?

>

>           Am I going too far with this one, or do you think I have a

>           legitimate concern? Ideas? Suggestions?

>

>           Thanks in advance for any and all input!

>

>           Randy Norman

>           Safety Manager

>           MA BioServices, Inc

>           Rockville, MD

>           (301) 738-1000 ext 5313

>           FAX (301) 738-2362

>           rnorman@microbio.com

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 2 Jul 1997 08:26:07 MET-1MEST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: Vacuum Autoclave Exhaust

In-Reply-To:  <9706018677.AA867779231@smtplink.microbio.com>

Dear Safety Netters,

I'll join the discussion on this one.

Here at our BSL-3 facilities the effluent condensate from the

autoclave, which is produced during the sterilization cycle, is fed

into our central thermal disinfection unit. There it gets processed

at the normal 121oC, 20 mins.

This may seem overdoing things, but the problem is not so much the

few bugs that could contaminate the surface of the objects to be

sterilized. The real problem is breakage or leaking of a vessel

containing high titers of infectious agent, and if the infectious

agent is a nasty one, I really think it's a good idea to  carefully

look at the way the waste is treated.

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Date:         Wed, 2 Jul 1997 16:46:53 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Carol Showalter <carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU>

Subject:      Undergrad H&S training

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We have a newly-formed H&S committtee on campus that is interested in

finding out what other universities are doing to teach undergraduates and

graduates health and safety. We would be very interested in finding out

your answers to the following questions:

1. Does your University have a Health and Safety Policy?

2. Is training on health and safety issues part of the curriculum in

certain specialties, e.g. biological sciences, chemistry, art,

biochemistry, etc.?

3. What's the motivating factor for including H&S issues in academic

courses? Is it administratively mandated?

3. Is a section of the laboratory training focused on safety awareness?

4. Is safety training left totally to the discretion of the instructors?

5. If health and safety training is a required part of the course work, is

the Health and Safety Office involved in providing material or guidance on

content?

Comments:

If you want to send your responses directly to me, I can summarize and post

them to this listserv.

Thanks in advance, everyone!!

Carol Showalter

Carol Showalter

Biological Safety

Health Protection Office

100 Grand Avenue Ct.

University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa   52242

V (319) 335-8501

F (319) 335-7564

EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu
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Date:         Wed, 2 Jul 1997 17:32:17 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      inactivation of diphtheria toxin in a waste stream

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.95.970701155215.6018A-100000@comp>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Does anyone have a validated method for inactivation of diphtheria toxin

that would be suitable for an aqueous waste stream?  There is also C14

present.  Literature reference would be very helpful.  Laura Newton, Newton

Health and Safety Associates, (908) 284-0258 phone/FAX   newtonl@ptd.net

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 2 Jul 1997 17:02:08 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Occupational Services, Inc." <occserv@ELECTRICITI.COM>

Subject:      US-CA-San Diego-Health and Safety Coordinator Wanted

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

JOB OFFERED - PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THIS MESSAGE

Wanted : Health and Safety Coordinator

Posted : July 2, 1997

Posting Expires : July 30, 1997

An expanding San Diego, CA firm is hiring a Health and Safety Coordinator to

service our biotechnology client base.  The position requires 1-4 years

experience and a B.S. or M.S. in Industrial Hygiene,

Environmental/Occupational Health, or a related discipline.  The candidate

will be required to provide services in laboratory safety protocols,

biosafety, radiation safety, chemical safety and industrial hygiene

sampling.  Strong written, communication, and training skills are mandatory.

The applicant must also be computer literate (i.e. able to use common

business software, like Microsoft Office).

Interested candidates should fax their resume and salary requirements to

Occupational Services, Inc.

Fax : (619) 558-6756
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Date:         Thu, 3 Jul 1997 08:00:40 -0700

Reply-To:     gmccaugh@mb.sympatico.ca

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Grant McCaughey <gmccaugh@MB.SYMPATICO.CA>

Subject:      COMMERCIAL - RISK ASSESSMENT SOFTWARE

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

You may be interested in taking a look at some risk assessment software

for occupational and environmental applications.

There are two software programs, one for workplace safety and health,

and the other for environmental risk assessment applications.

Download demo versions at http://www.pli.mb.ca/dawnbreaker

WORKSAFE TOOLS allows you to carry out a risk assessment on workplace

job tasks and prepare detailed job hazard analyses for each one of the

job tasks. It also assists in preparing training narratives on each job

task and maintaining records on worker training activities. There is

also a built-in database of personal protective equipment, hazards and

special instructions.

ENVIROSAFE allows the user to carry out an environmental risk assessment

on activities that may impact on the environment. The software guides

the user through the risk evaluation process; from identifying the

activities, evaluating the risks of the activity, and completing an

environmental risk assessment.

---

DAWNBREAKER CONSULTANTS

http://www.pli.mb.ca/dawnbreaker
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Date:         Wed, 9 Jul 1997 10:59:07 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Physical Therapy Whirlpools

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19970512150031.007088a8@msu.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

 I was just asked about the cleaning of our physical therapy whirlpools.

Some of these pools have only a little water, enough to soak an injured

ankle.  Others are larger to accomodate a whole person.  They are emptied

frequently and sprayed clean with a commercial disinfectant - sometimes

'Maticide.'  The caller did not know if chloine or bromine treatment is

added to the water.

They want to know what the best technique for cleaning these whirlpools

are.  I talked to her briefly about wiping horizintal surfaces, quarternary

ammonium salts,  bleach, pool treatment, etc.  I need to go over to see

what they are actually doing.

Before I visit, I would like to know what other people know/think/do/have

experienced about these types of pools.

Thanks,

Francis

"A fanatic is one who can't change his mind and won't change the subject."

-W. Churchill

Francis Churchill

University of Vermont - Environmental Safety Facility

655D Spear Street, Burlington, VT  05405-3010

(802) 656-5405

fchurchi@zoo.uvm.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 9 Jul 1997 14:49:54 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Martin <fmartin@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      Free Environmental Glossary CD

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

FYI, I thought y'all might find this forwarded note of interest.  Please

excuse any cross-postings.  Fran

>An Environmental Glossary CD-ROM ($17 value) containing thousands of

chemical, environmental, energy and regulatory terms, acronyms, definitions

and trade names, is FREE as a special 5-year anniversary offer when you

purchase the newly updated "All 50 U.S. Code of Federal Regulations" on CD

from SOLUTIONS Software Corp.

>

>Only SOLUTIONS offers *complete text, tables and graphics* for all 50 CFR

Titles on CD-ROM for $62.50.  An annual subscription (4 issues) costs $190.

The two-CD set is fully cross-indexed with Adobe(R) Acrobat(R), preferred

over Folio-based products, for instant search/retrieval.  It also features

the CFR Index (CFR Title 0), including the Parallel Table of Authorities.

>

>Visit  http://www.env-sol.com   or call (407) 321-7912 for more

information.  Please mention this offer.

>

>Founded in 1992, SOLUTIONS Software Corp. is a women-owned small business

corporation (CAGE Code 032G2).

>

>Anne Wemhoff

>SOLUTIONS Software Corporation

>1795 Turtle Hill Road

>Enterprise, FL  32725

>Telephone: (407) 321-7912

>Fax: (407) 321-3098

>E-Mail: solution@env-sol.com

>Web: http://www.env-sol.com

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 10 Jul 1997 10:43:45 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Physical Therapy Whirlpools

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I don't have any direct experience with cleaning of P.T. whirlpools, but I

do know that whirlpools have been a fairly frequent cause of skin infection

with Ps. aeruginosa.  For a vegetative cell, Ps. aeruginosa, is fairly

resistant to antimicrobials especially if under a biofilm.  The best

defenses against biofilming is minimizing the number of microorganisms

present through use of effective disinfectant in the water and elbow grease

when scrubbing the walls when the pool is empty.

Halogens & phenolics are good disinfectants.  Quats are very good in

preventing growth (bacteriostatic) in low concentration.  Another way of

preventing growth in the water is to use Cu and Ag ions - quite effective

and less bothersome then halogens.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 11 Jul 1997 08:46:23 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      BL2 plus

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Any suggestions on remodeling a lab for BL2 plus containment?  I

understand that primary containment will be the Biosafety cabinets.

The client intends to partition off a portion of the 1800 sq ft space

she is now assigned.  Primarily they are working in medical oncology

with use of viral vectors, some HIV work.  No inhalation route risks

at this time.

My inclination is to have the penetrations sealed, with sufficient

air to keep this space the most negative of the entire lab.  And to

recommend semi-annual certification of the BSCs.  I don't see any

need at this time for any further measures than that, over the

standard precautions in place.

Thanks

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 11 Jul 1997 12:07:02 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michelle DeStefano <destefam@CNYRC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: BL2 plus

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Dear Terry,

At the 4th National Symposium on Biosafety, Jonathan Richmond gave an

overview of the necessary components of a BSL-2 facility.  If you send me

your fax#, I'll send you a copy.  Also, the CDC/NIH "Biosafety in

Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories" 3rd edition, HHS Pub, 1993 will

help you out.

Hope that this is helpful!

Michelle

At 08:46 AM 7/11/97 MST-0700, you wrote:

>Any suggestions on remodeling a lab for BL2 plus containment?  I

>understand that primary containment will be the Biosafety cabinets.

>The client intends to partition off a portion of the 1800 sq ft space

>she is now assigned.  Primarily they are working in medical oncology

>with use of viral vectors, some HIV work.  No inhalation route risks

>at this time.

>

>My inclination is to have the penetrations sealed, with sufficient

>air to keep this space the most negative of the entire lab.  And to

>recommend semi-annual certification of the BSCs.  I don't see any

>need at this time for any further measures than that, over the

>standard precautions in place.

>

>Thanks

>Terry Stinnett

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

>

Michelle DeStefano

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 11 Jul 1997 10:58:43 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Re: BL2 plus

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

I have both those references, thanks for the response

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 08:38:01 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BL2 plus

     Hi, Terry --

     Please bear with me a minute while I get pedantic ...

     BSL2+ (or BSL2*) is not an official or formally recognized level of

     containment.  At the last ABSA annual meeting, there was a brief

     discussion of the use of such terminology and the general feeling was

     that it should not be condoned in any formal context.  A few PIs at

     UCSF use the term to denote laboratories in which they exceed basic

     BSL2 lab requirements, either by design, practice or both, but do not

     meet the minimum standards for BSL3.  I accept these uses of the term

     because they have significant meaning within the context of those

     operations but I report the lab status as BSL2 and note that elevated

     safety practices are in use.  Thus, IMHO, your "BSL2+" lab must meet

     the basic requirements of any BSL2 lab and whatever you do above and

     beyond that is gravy.

     For comparison purposes, the J. David Gladstone Institute at San Fran

     General Hospital handles all HIV work above diagnostic levels in a

     full BSL3 lab, as do we here on the main UCSF campus; diagnostic

     levels of HIV are handled at BSL2.  Neither of our BSL3 labs require

     hood recertification more often than annually.  Further "above and

     beyond" measures you might consider include lab user certification

     with mandatory recurrent safety training, elevated levels of PPE

     (double gloving, disposable gowns & booties, eye protection), tighter

     medical waste control (pass-thru autoclave), minimization of glass in

     the lab, etc.

     On the other side of the coin, a PI in the Howard Hughes Institute

     recently wanted to reinstate a BSL3 lab to handle some rDNA work with

     standard viral vectors.  I talked him out of the BSL3 idea because he

     just didn't need it to do the work he had planned.  He had his heart

     set on a BSL3 facility and the discussion wasn't going well until I

     made it clear that once he asked me to certify the lab at the BSL3

     level, I would insist that he meet all the requirements of that level

     thereafter, whether the work in progress mandated it or not.  After I

     explained what those requirements involved, he had a change of heart.

     Your rebalancing of air supply to ensure negativity is a really good

     and important move.  Good luck with your project and please let me

     know what you decide to do and how well it works.  I'm always on the

     market for good ideas.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: BL2 plus

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    7/11/97 7:18 AM

Any suggestions on remodeling a lab for BL2 plus containment?  I

understand that primary containment will be the Biosafety cabinets.

The client intends to partition off a portion of the 1800 sq ft space

she is now assigned.  Primarily they are working in medical oncology

with use of viral vectors, some HIV work.  No inhalation route risks

at this time.

My inclination is to have the penetrations sealed, with sufficient

air to keep this space the most negative of the entire lab.  And to

recommend semi-annual certification of the BSCs.  I don't see any

need at this time for any further measures than that, over the

standard precautions in place.

Thanks

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 15:33:35 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jonathan Dyer <Jonathan_Dyer@BROWN.EDU>

Subject:      BBP Decontamination withOUT Bleach???

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello all, question regarding decontamination WITHOUT the use of Bleach.

I know a 10% Bleach solution or a 90% alcohol solution will effectively

decontaminate surfaces from BloodBorne Pathogens.  Is there a product or

alternative to these solutions that will not damage clothing such as a

police officers uniform or the seat of a vehicle?

Feel free to respond directly to me at Jonathan_Dyer@Brown.edu to avoid

undue traffic on the safety list. I will post the results.

Thank you in advance,

************* /^\    /^\ ***************************

Jonathan Dyer        /__ \/__ \     Radiation Safety

Brown University           O

Risk Mangement            / \            Phone: 401-863-3615

Safety Specialist        /__ \           Fax:   401-863-7676

***********************************************

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 14:41:56 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BL2+

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Hi Terrry

I agree with Glenn totally.  All his recs are good ones.  Just one added

thought.  Double check to make sure the air removed from the room (to make

it negative) doesn't dump into the general exhaust plenums;  i.e. it

doesn't pass down a long hall and suck air from alot of other labs too.  If

it does - and if you have a power down situation - you risk getting reverse

flow from your BL2+ lab back into the others.  We solved this problem in

one area by putting in a portable ducted HEPA/blower unit as the only

exhaust outlet (it exhausted 400 cfm - but they need to be sized to the

room volume and balanced with the air supply).  We ducted the portable unit

directly into the common exhaust plenum, thereby ensuring all the exhausted

air was filtered b/f it left the room.  Even in a power down case the HEPA

would passivly stop particulate flow.  <-- not as secure as a true BL3 but

approaching it.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 16:14:47 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Taiwan BSL3 help needed

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Please respond directly to Jian-Chyi (jcc@ccrc.firdi.org.tw).

-------------------

        I am working at "Culture Collection and Research Center, Food Industry

Research & Development Institute, Taiwan, R.O.C". We have already built up a

"Biosfety Level 3 Lab.", but we don't know how to run it properly,

therefore, I like to ask you whether you have any training courses about

"Biosfety Level 3 Lab", or we can send someone to learn this kind of technic

from you.

        Sincerely yours.

Chen, Jian-Chyi

Cultural Collection and Research Center

Food Industry Research &

Development Institute

P.O.Box 246, Hsinchu 300

Taiwan, R.O.C.

TEL: 886-3-522-3191 Ext. 576

FAX: 886-3-522-3191 Ext. 533

Email:jcc@ccrc.firdi.org.tw

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 17:56:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Re: BBP Decontamination withOUT Bleach???

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="----=_NextPart_000_01BC907F.36426AE0"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_01BC907F.36426AE0

Content-Type: text/plain;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

There are many products on the market such as : Vionex or Evirocide...

I can send you the addresses to suppliers for these off the list if you =

wish..

Mark Kropidlowski

Bio-Tec Emergency Services

33175 Vickers St. NE

Cambridge, MN 55008

bio-tec@bigfoot.com

Emergency Phone:  1-888-246-9111

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107

Fax: 612-689-4622

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html

------=_NextPart_000_01BC907F.36426AE0

Content-Type: text/html;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD W3 HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META content=3Dtext/html;charset=3Diso-8859-1 =

http-equiv=3DContent-Type>

<HTML><META content=3D'"Trident 4.71.0544.0"' name=3DGENERATOR>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>There are many products on =

the market=20

such as : Vionex or Evirocide...</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>I can send you the =

addresses to=20

suppliers for these off the list if you wish..</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2>Mark =

Kropidlowski</FONT></FONT>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2><BR>

Bio-Tec Emergency Services<BR>

33175 Vickers St. NE<BR>

Cambridge, MN 55008<BR>

<BR>

<A href=3D"mailto:bio-tec@bigfoot.com">bio-tec@bigfoot.com</A><BR>

Emergency Phone:&nbsp; 1-888-246-9111<BR>

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107<BR>

Fax: 612-689-4622<BR>

Web Site: <A=20

href=3D"http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html">http://www.=

geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html</A></FONT></FONT></P>

</BODY></HTML>

------=_NextPart_000_01BC907F.36426AE0--

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 20:11:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Mark Kropidlowski <snowair@IX.NETCOM.COM>

Subject:      Re: BBP Decontamination withOUT Bleach???

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/alternative;

              boundary="----=_NextPart_000_01BC9092.104AE520"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

------=_NextPart_000_01BC9092.104AE520

Content-Type: text/plain;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

What is your exact application I will give you a list of approved =

chemical substitutes..=20

Thanks,=20

Mark Kropidlowski=20

 =20

--=20

National Crime Scene Clean-Up=20

<-> <-> <-> <-> <-> <-> <->=20

Bio-Tec Emergency Services=20

33175 Vickers St. NE=20

Cambridge, MN 55008=20

E-mail: bio-tec@bigfoot.com=20

Emergency Phone: 1-888-246-9111=20

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107=20

Fax: 612-689-4622=20

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html=20

 ----

From: Jonathan Dyer <Jonathan_Dyer@BROWN.EDU>

To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Date: Monday, July 14, 1997 3:48 PM

Subject:  BBP Decontamination withOUT Bleach???

Hello all, question regarding decontamination WITHOUT the use of Bleach.

I know a 10% Bleach solution or a 90% alcohol solution will effectively

decontaminate surfaces from BloodBorne Pathogens.  Is there a product or

alternative to these solutions that will not damage clothing such as a

police officers uniform or the seat of a vehicle?

Feel free to respond directly to me at Jonathan_Dyer@Brown.edu to avoid

undue traffic on the safety list. I will post the results.

Thank you in advance,

************* /^\    /^\ ***************************

Jonathan Dyer        /__ \/__ \     Radiation Safety

Brown University           O

Risk Mangement            / \            Phone: 401-863-3615

Safety Specialist        /__ \           Fax:   401-863-7676

***********************************************

------=_NextPart_000_01BC9092.104AE520

Content-Type: text/html;

        charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

<!DOCTYPE HTML PUBLIC "-//W3C//DTD W3 HTML 3.2//EN">

<HTML>

<HEAD>

<META content=3Dtext/html;charset=3Diso-8859-1 =

http-equiv=3DContent-Type>

<HTML><META content=3D'"Trident 4.71.0544.0"' name=3DGENERATOR>

</HEAD>

<BODY>

<P><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2><FONT size=3D2><BR>

What is your exact application I will give you a list of approved =

chemical=20

substitutes.. <BR>&nbsp;

<BR>

Thanks, <BR>

Mark Kropidlowski <BR>

  <BR>&nbsp;

<BR>

-- <BR>

National Crime Scene Clean-Up <BR>

&lt;-&gt; &lt;-&gt; &lt;-&gt; &lt;-&gt; &lt;-&gt; &lt;-&gt; &lt;-&gt; =

<BR>

Bio-Tec Emergency Services <BR>

33175 Vickers St. NE <BR>

Cambridge, MN 55008 <BR>&nbsp;

<BR>

E-mail: bio-tec@bigfoot.com <BR>

Emergency Phone: 1-888-246-9111 <BR>

Non-Emergency: 612-689-0107 <BR>

Fax: 612-689-4622 <BR>

Web Site: http://www.geocities.com/wallstreet/2567/biotec.html=20

</FONT></FONT><FONT face=3DArial size=3D2>

<P></P>

 ----<BR>

<B>From: </B>Jonathan Dyer &lt;Jonathan_Dyer@BROWN.EDU&gt;<BR>

<B>To: </B>BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU<BR>

<B>Date: </B>Monday, July 14, 1997 3:48 PM<BR>

<B>Subject: </B> BBP Decontamination withOUT Bleach???<BR>

<BR>

<HTML><BODY><FONT size=3D2>Hello all, question regarding decontamination =

WITHOUT=20

the use of Bleach.<BR>

<BR>

I know a 10% Bleach solution or a 90% alcohol solution will =

effectively<BR>

decontaminate surfaces from BloodBorne Pathogens.&nbsp; Is there a =

product=20

or<BR>

alternative to these solutions that will not damage clothing such as =

a<BR>

police officers uniform or the seat of a vehicle?<BR>

<BR>

Feel free to respond directly to me at <A=20

href=3D"mailto:Jonathan_Dyer@Brown.edu">Jonathan_Dyer@Brown.edu</A> to =

avoid<BR>

undue traffic on the safety list. I will post the results.<BR>

<BR>

Thank you in advance,<BR>

<BR>

<BR>

************* /^\&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; /^\ ***************************<BR>

Jonathan Dyer&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; /__ \/__=20

\&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; Radiation Safety<BR>

Brown =

University&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;=20

O<BR>

Risk =

Mangement&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbs=

p;=20

/ \&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; =

Phone:=20

401-863-3615<BR>

Safety Specialist&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; /__=20

\&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp;&nbsp; =

Fax:&nbsp;&nbsp;=20

401-863-7676<BR>

***********************************************<BR>

</FONT></FONT>

</BODY></HTML>

------=_NextPart_000_01BC9092.104AE520--

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 14 Jul 1997 23:10:39 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BBP Decontamination withOUT Bleach???

Jonanthan,

According to OSHA,  only approved tuberculocidal disinfectants from a list

generated by the EPA may be used to disinfect BBP.  e-mail me tomorrow.  I

will tell you where to get the list.  It took me two months to track this

down.  since even people in EPA do not know that they are doing this.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from Jonathan_Dyer@BROWN.EDU of Mon, 14 Jul

>

>Hello all, question regarding decontamination WITHOUT the use of Bleach.

>

>I know a 10% Bleach solution or a 90% alcohol solution will effectively

>decontaminate surfaces from BloodBorne Pathogens.  Is there a product or

>alternative to these solutions that will not damage clothing such as a

>police officers uniform or the seat of a vehicle?

>

>Feel free to respond directly to me at Jonathan_Dyer@Brown.edu to avoid

>undue traffic on the safety list. I will post the results.

>

>Thank you in advance,

>

>

>************* /^\    /^\ ***************************

>Jonathan Dyer        /__ \/__ \     Radiation Safety

>Brown University           O

>Risk Mangement            / \            Phone: 401-863-3615

>Safety Specialist        /__ \           Fax:   401-863-7676

>***********************************************

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 15 Jul 1997 08:45:00 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      EPA registered antimicrobials

FYI:

There is now a web site where you can get some information to call and order

the lists of antimicrobials registered with the EPA as sterilants, for use

against Mycobacterium spp.(Tubercle baccilli), or for use against HIV-1.

 All three lists will cost you $10.   (The web page has more detail).  The

address is:

                              http://ace.orst.edu/info/nain/

If you just want to call, the number is 1-800-447-6349

(7:30 am to 4:30 pm pacific time, M-F except for holidays)

or write:

Antimicrobial Complaint System

Oregon State University

333 Weniger Hall

Corvallis, OR  97331-6502

Hope this is useful.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 15 Jul 1997 09:30:47 CST6CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Elaine Broussard <EBROUSSARD@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

Organization: UAB Occupational Health and Safety

Subject:      TB & Reusable respirators

The Industrial Hygienist involved with our respiratory protection program has

run across a couple of people in our health care division who are unable to

use the NIOSH approved disposable respirators for TB protection.  He wants to

fit them with a reusable unit and is seeking guidance on appropriate

respirator decontamination.

Are any of you using reusable respirators for healthcare workers and if so

what type and what recommendations/procedures do you have for respirator

decontamination?

Thanks in advance.

*******************************************

Elaine E. Broussard, MPH, Director of Biosafety

University of Alabama at Birmingham

Occupational Health & Safety

933 South 19th Street

CH19, Suite 445

Birmingham, AL 35294

ebroussard@healthsafe.uab.edu

PH:  205-934-2487

FAX:  205-934-7487
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>

>1. Does your University have a Health and Safety Policy?>>>>>>>> Yes

>

>2. Is training on health and safety issues part of the curriculum in

>certain specialties, e.g. biological sciences, chemistry, art,

>biochemistry, etc.?>>>>>>>>>yes

>

>3. What's the motivating factor for including H&S issues in academic

>courses? Is it administratively mandated?>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>Yes

>3. Is a section of the laboratory training focused on safety awareness?

>

4. Is safety training left totally to the discretion of the

>instructors?>>>>>>>not totally

>

>5. If health and safety training is a required part of the course work, is

>the Health and Safety Office involved in providing material or guidance on

>content?>>>>>>>>>>no

>

>

>Comments:

see our web site which has our student health and safety policy as well

as other safety programs at http://safety.uwyo.edu

>Madeline Dalrymple

>Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

>University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82070

>307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

>email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

>http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>

>

>

>If you want to send your responses directly to me, I can summarize and post

>them to this listserv.

>

>Thanks in advance, everyone!!

>

>Carol Showalter

>

>Carol Showalter

>Biological Safety

>Health Protection Office

>100 Grand Avenue Ct.

>University of Iowa

>Iowa City, Iowa   52242

>

>V (319) 335-8501

>F (319) 335-7564

>EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

>
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Dear Elaine,

We too, here always find several people who cannot wear the 3M 1860

disposable respirator.  The 3M 9970 and the UVEX 3010 are fit tested

on these people.  These both have a HEPA filter and do not have to be

decontaminated.  Our policy is to allow these respirators four weeks

of use.  IF however they become damaged, become hard to breath out of

or do not fit test before the owner wears it each time, they should be

disposed of and new one should be used.

I hope this helps.

Sue Souder

Biosafety Officer

Thomas Jefferson University

Phila. Pa. 19107
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>We too, here always find several people who cannot wear the 3M 1860

>disposable respirator.  The 3M 9970 and the UVEX 3010 are fit tested

>on these people.

A quick note to those with Porta Counts (or similar devices for fit

testing). 3M makes 9970s with ports for attaching to instruments; I believe

the Part number is 9970Q.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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Subject:      ? on autoclave test ampules

A question for the collective:

B-D has recently recalled their "Kill-It" Bacillus stereothermophilus

test ampules due to QA/QC problems associated with several batches of

them.  We are currently using them to test the liquid effluent

decontamination system at our pathological incinerator.

Until B-D gets this problem corrected, Kill-It ampules will be

unavailable.  I believe that 3M has discontinued their "Attest"

ampules.  Does anyone know of alternative suppliers for B.

stereothermophilus ampules?

Any information on this matter would be most appreciated. TIA

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu
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I have purchased ampules w/ B. stereothermophilus from Aamsco. My prices are

no doubt out of date, but ordering info I have on file is:

cat.no NA 052 box of 100 "Proof" self-contained ampules.

       NA 062 box of 10

"crusher" for ampule -- a plastic holder  which allows you to "crush" the

disk into the broth safely -- an act which is not as violent as the name

implies-- is sold separately for a nominal sum and reusable.

Phone: 800-444-9009.  Good luck!
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Subject:      Re: autoclave test ampules

     Amsco was recently purchased by (or merged with) Steris.  As is often

     the bad habit of such acquiring companies, Steris "redesigned" the

     Amsco Proof system, which is no longer available.  The new system

     replacing Proof is called "Verify" and since you can't use Verify

     vials with the Proof incubator, you can buy the "new" incubator for

     only $400... (is my sarcasm showing??)

     On the plus side, the Verify (like the old Proof) also tests ETO

     sterilizers.  You can contact Steris at 800-548-4873 or 216-354-2600.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     Univ. of California, San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: autoclave test ampules

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    7/16/97 2:56 PM

I have purchased ampules w/ B. stereothermophilus from Aamsco. My prices are

no doubt out of date, but ordering info I have on file is:

cat.no NA 052 box of 100 "Proof" self-contained ampules.

       NA 062 box of 10

"crusher" for ampule -- a plastic holder  which allows you to "crush" the

disk into the broth safely -- an act which is not as violent as the name

implies-- is sold separately for a nominal sum and reusable.

Phone: 800-444-9009.  Good luck!
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Hi to everyone on the list,

If you know of anybody who might be interested in the position outlined

below, please make them aware of this unique opportunity. We don't get many

new positions these days. Have interested candidates get in touch with me

if they require more information prior to applying for the position.

Thanks for all your help.

Stefan

-------------

Michigan State University, Office of Radiation, Chemical and Biological

Safety (ORCBS) is seeking an experienced and motivated individual to join

its team of health and safety professionals as an Industrial Hygienist.

This highly visible and responsible position will assist in the

development, implementation and maintenance of a comprehensive biological

safety program.

Founded in 1855, MSU is a research-intensive land-grant university where

people matter. The curriculum, which originally concentrated on farm

science, now includes more than 200 programs of undergraduate and graduate

studies, all taught by nearly 4,000 academic staff in 14 degree-granting

colleges. MSU, a Big-Ten University operates on the semester system and has

currently more than 40,000 enrolled students.

The successful candidate will assist with the control and minimization of

risk involved in biological agents, assuring that the safety and compliance

requirements are met for use, storage, transport and disposal of

biohazardous materials at Michigan State University.

Duties for which this person will be responsible include, but are not

limited to: development and maintenance of a comprehensive program to

control and eliminate biological hazards; provide site and function

specific training; review research projects and inspects facilities related

to research, teaching, outreach and support operations for compliance with

applicable rules, regulations and guidelines; provides assistance to

University units in the development and implementation of internal

biological and related biosafety programs; serves as an on-call technical

advisor to the University for emergencies and incidents involving

biohazardous materials. The position involves handling biological agents

and biohazardous materials including bloodborne pathogens, wearing a

respirator, and working on a VDT 25% of the time.

Minimum requirements for the qualified candidate are a Bachelor's degree in

Industrial Hygiene/Environmental Health and Safety, or a closely related

field; three years of related and progressively more responsible or

expansive experience in biological safety; demonstrated ability to know and

apply safety regulations; experience in safety requirements for research

laboratories; safety training program development and presentation;

computer literacy; or an equivalent combination of education and

experience.  Desired qualifications include: Laboratory research experience

and microbiology education. The minimum salary is $32,073/yr.

To apply for this position, call the Michigan State University Employment

Office at (517) 432-1662.  Refer to Posting Number P70411. The closing date

is August 8, 1997.

Michigan State University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity

Institution.

----------------------------

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI 48824

Phone: (517) 355-6503

Email: Stefan@msu.edu

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu
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From: George Robertson <grobertson@mail.ncifcrf.gov>

Date: Wed, 16 Jul 1997 22:51:51 -0400

FYI;

----------------

Subject: PRO> CJD and blood product recall

CJD AND BLOOD PRODUCT RECALL

****************************

Date: Wed, 16 Jul 1997 16:01:28 -0400

From: George Robertson <grobertson@mail.ncifcrf.gov>

Date: Wed, 16 Jul 1997 14:56:24 -0400

*********************************************************

Withdrawal of Immune Globulin Intravenous (Human), Albumin

(Human), and Plasma Protein Fraction (Human) Because Donor

at Increased Risk for CJD

________________________________________________________________

WITHDRAWAL DATE:   July 15, 1997

PRODUCTS/LOT NUMBERS/EXPIRATION DATES:

Immune Globulin Intravenous (Human), Solvent Detergent Treated,

Gammagard S/D:

2620E064AA              06/28/1998

Albumin (Human), Buminate 5%:

2889E501AA              04/19/1999

2889E502AA              04/21/1999

Plasma Protein Fraction (Human), Protenate 5%:

2836D541AA              11/01/2000

2836D542AA              11/07/2000

MANUFACTURER:

Hyland Division of Baxter Healthcare Corporation

Glendale, CA

REASON:

The Hyland Division of Baxter Healthcare Corporation was

notified by the Central Indiana Regional Blood Center,

Indianapolis, IN that one of their donors is considered to be

at increased risk for CJD.  The donor reported taking human

pituitary-derived growth hormone thirty years ago, when the

donor was between the ages of 14 to 18.

________________________________________________________________

The information in this listing reflects CBER's best efforts

to communicate information that has been reported to FDA.  Its

accuracy and comprehensiveness cannot be guaranteed.

- --

Dr. George A. Robertson, Head

Monoclonal Antibody/Recombinant Protein

Production Facility  (MARP)

National Cancer Institute

SAIC Frederick

PO Box B, Fort Detrick

Frederick, MD  21702-1201

(301)846-5474  Fax -6886

<grobertson@mail.ncifcrf.gov>

http://www.ncifcrf.gov/FCRDC/sharedserv/BIOPHARM/
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Many thanks to all of you who responded to the survey regarding undergrads=

 and health and safety training.  With only 7 responses, it is hard to draw=

 many conclusions, other than it's a "start" to have policies in place. It=

 takes more than a statement in order to make something happen, like the=

 incorporation of Health and Safety issues in education, research, etc. I'll=

 leave it at that, and follow with the summary of the responses.

Internet Survey of Health and Safety Training in Undergraduate Course/Lab Wo=

rk

Received 7 responses to the following questions:=20

1.  Does your University have a Health and Safety Policy?

        a. Yes

        b. Yes

        c. No

        d. H&S policy was put into place ~18 months ago and consists of 3   =

                                                          paragraphs: eye=

 protection, no children in the labs and not eating or drinking in  =

 hazardous areas (but from additional comments, the policy was pretty much  =

     ignored.)

        e. Yes, first approved in 1987, and has undergone revision.=20

        f. Yes, required by law

        g. Yes

       =20

2.  Is training on Health and Safety issues part of the curriculum in=

 certain specialties, e.g., biological sciences, chemistry, art?

        a. Some faculty members do this on their own.

        b. Within certain departments, we have a general biosafety class=

 during one of  the first few days of the semester.

        c. No

        d. No

        e.Yes, it is a component in undergrad lab sessions.  The Univer.=

 Biohazard Committee is considering approaching the senate of the Univ to=

 request that biosafety training be a mandatory part of the undergrad curric=

ulum.

        f. Yes, engineering (because the professional body that governs the=

 practice of engineering now requires it.)

        g. Yes

3.  Is the training for H&S mandated by administration?

        a. No

        b. It =EDs a directive from the president's office

        c. No

        d. NO

        e. No, but they are seeking that mandate to ensure a minimum level=

 of   training is received by all.

        f. Motivated only by the professor in charge of the course, not from=

    administration

        g. Yes

4.  Is a section of the lab training focused on safety awareness?

        a. Some departments do this as part of their own initiative,=

 encouraged by the H&S Office: engineering, chemistry, Faculty of Medicine=

 and Dentistry.

        b. Yes, usually the first lab class and is about an hour worth of=

 safety training

        c. No

        d. Not in my awareness

        e. Yes

        f. 1st year chemistry does a little bit at the start of the semester

        g. Yes

5.  Is safety training left totally to the discretion of the instructors?

        a. No, they ask the H&S office to do the teaching at the beginning=

 of the year,as arranged by the instructor.

        b. No, it is a directive from the chair, and yes, the instructors=

 have a say on the time spent and what day to conduct it.

        c. Yes

        d. It appears so

        e. Yes, right now.

        f. Yes

        g. Not totally

6.  If heath and safety training is a required part of the course work, is=

 the H & S office involved and how?

        a. Yes, H&S teaches it =20

        b. Yes, H&S provide the service to whatever department would like=

 it. =20

        c. Not a required part, but H&S has a four hr session each fall for=

 new grad students.

        d. Comment: even though the state has mandatory compliance issues,=

 they         are not taken seriously; trainer is good but not paid=

 adequately; are trying to         institute a computer based training=

 module for haz waste, radioisotopes and     for rDNA and pathogen work.

        e. No answer regarding the student training.  Currently, supervisors=

 are        responsible for ensuring all personnel and work students are=

 properly trained, but that obviously varies. H&S are trying different=

 approaches to standard training,including computer-based, but feels that=

 personal interaction works best.

        f. No, only if asked

        g. No

Carol Showalter

Biological Safety

Health Protection Office

100 Grand Avenue Ct.

University of Iowa

Iowa City, Iowa   52242

V (319) 335-8501

=46 (319) 335-7564

EM  carol-showalter@uiowa.edu
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The next Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory course (three

day course) will be given at Stanford University in September, 1997, by

Drs. Tepper & Gilpin.

Richard Gilpin

(410) 955-5918

Fax (410) 955-5929

gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu

--------------F311683CA2
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Date:         Wed, 23 Jul 1997 13:20:36 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Wake-Up Call

          Alright! It's been too quiet for about the past week, so

          let's see what I can stir up here...

          It's been great to see the development of the certification

          program with ASM and the cooperative efforts putting

          together a study guide, but I have one complaint and can't

          believe I'm alone in this. Why 20 hours in Microbiology or

          "related" coursework? I can understand that some education

          and (more important in my eyes) experience is required, but

          this is practically a minor degree! The list of "related"

          courses in the brochure ARE "Microbiology" courses IMHO, so

          I don't find the term "related" helpful.

          I understand that through ASM, the certification renders one

          a "Specialist Microbiologist". In my personal experience,

          Biosafety is more of a EH&S specialty. If you look at the

          basic process of preventing exposures, there are more things

          in common among the different specialties (chem, bio,

          radiation) than unique. There ARE significant differences to

          be aware of, but in practice, many more similarities.

          Such extensive Micro coursework is no more essential to a

          Biosafety professional than is a Chemistry degree to being a

          Certified Chemical Hygiene Officer (and they don't require

          same). To round out my field of practice, I have to add that

          Certified Health Physicists don't by definition have degrees

          in Physics or Radiation Protection. To me, it's the

          experience and exam, on top of a BS/BA in a physical

          science, that count most.  Let's face it: the exam tends to

          level the playing field the most.

          I find there are a good number of us in industry who are

          involved in multiple EH&S specialties. Not all of us had the

          foresight (or time) to takes lots of Micro courses. At least

          I had one myself, being Pre-Med. However, as we'll all

          attest, it takes a good degree of intelligence to succeed in

          EH&S no matter the specialty, and we learn as we go. I've

          been doing this for over 9 years now, with the usual

          exchange of ideas with colleagues. It doesn't hurt to be

          surrounded by Virologists, Bacteriologists, etc. either. As

          a representative to the area LEPC, I advise them on the

          hazards found in our industry and help with contingency

          planning for Haz Mat incidents of all kinds. Sorry to brag,

          but my point is that nobody's going to convince me I'm NOT a

          proper Biosafety Professional because I didn't take the

          right number of courses 14-16 years ago!

          As I said, the exam's the great equalizer. Experience is

          important, but mainly in that it imparts one with the

          knowledge and wisdom that are demonstrated on the exam. It

          really does sadden me to be held back (can you say

          $alary?) for the sake of several courses that somebody

          thinks I "should" have taken many years ago. In 9 years I've

          made up for it.  I'd push for the inclusion of Continuing

          Education towards satisfying the 20-hour criterion, but

          there wasn't much around when I was learning Biosafety.

          Maybe it would help those coming up through the ranks,

          though.

          Okay, I've had my say, or at least started the ball rolling.

          Please be merciful in your responses. I realize there are

          many who may have strong reacions against the opinions I've

          expressed. (Try not to get personal, but let's hear 'em!) I

          just want to see if anyone shares my feelings, and provoke

          some good discussion (I hope).

          Randy Norman

          Safety Manager

          MA BioServices, Inc.

          Rockville, MD

          rnorman@microbio.com

          Opinions expressed are purely my own, and are subject to

          change without notice. They in no way reflect those of my

          employer.
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Date:         Wed, 23 Jul 1997 14:15:41 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Wake-Up Call

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Randy (and others),

Have no fear re: 20 hours of micro. -- according to Joe Van Houten (Prez of

ABSA), ABSA will be reviewing the credentials and will not be requiring 20

hours of micro.  The folks taking the first cert. exam in Oct. are

essentially the guinea pigs, ABSA cert. committee, based on the exam results

will toss out some of the questions, determine a passing grade, etc.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Wed, 23 Jul 1997 11:27:47 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Wake-Up Call

     Hi, Randy -

     I certainly understand where you're coming from, and given the numbers

     of IHs in the biosafety field, I suspect you have some very strong

     support out there.

     I'm afraid I have a very parochial outlook on biosafety.  My

     experience as a biosafety professional per se has been brief and

     limited to being the Biosafety Officer for a very large research and

     teaching medical center, and even then, only on the research side.

     The clinical side has a biosafety counterpart called Infection

     Control, a term that strongly implies the importance of microbiology

     in that discipline.

     I personally find it hard to understand how anyone without a strong

     micro background could do my job.  Granted, my degrees are all in

     micro and virology, as is my postdoc research and professorial

     experience.  Most of the issues I deal with every day have a very

     strong microbiology component, like bloodborne pathogen training;

     review and approval of research involving recombinant DNA, infectious

     agents, toxins or human gene therapy; generation, movement and

     disposal of medical or biohazardous waste; proper use of BSL2 and BSL3

     facilities; and so on.  I have found my micro background to be

     invaluable in understanding and responding to these tasks.

     In addition, I believe there is an important credibility factor at

     play in my work environment (at work in my play environment?).  When I

     started working here, I had PIs say upon meeting me something like "At

     long last, we finally have a real live research microbiologist for a

     Biosafety Officer".  That may reflect some dissatisfaction with my

     predecessors but more likely, it reflects an awareness among the PIs

     that, with my background, I may be more receptive and understanding of

     their problems than most, especially since most researchers here,

     whether microbiologists, surgeons, pediatricians, pharmacologists,

     what have you, use some form of microbiological agent or process as a

     tool in their research.

     As I say, mine is truly a niche position and the folks I work with are

     somewhat unique in the field of biosafety.  But, if I extend my work

     horizon to my associates in the biotech industries, I suspect I'll see

     the same thing to a lesser degree.  Many of the firms here in the San

     Francisco Bay Area are dealing with genetic processes and

     manipulations, and most research geneticists are either wayward

     microbiologists to begin with or have to become microbio-competent to

     use many of the tools they have available today.

     This is not to say that someone who has little or no micro background

     can't become a competent biosafety professional.  There are many times

     I wish my regulatory background was stronger or that I knew more about

     the other areas of safety that impinge on my bio realm, such as chem,

     rad and fire/life safety.  But I'm strengthening those areas of my

     knowledge as I go, just as a successful biosafety professional has to

     continually strengthen his or her knowledge of microbiology.

     Bottom line is that I feel a requirement for strong micro in a BSP

     background is not unreasonable.  I wouldn't expect to pass the CIH

     tests without a LOT of preparation.  It's seems to me to be the same

     situation with biosafety professionals.

     I look forward to hearing what ohers have to say about this.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Wake-Up Call

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    7/23/97 10:26 AM

          Alright! It's been too quiet for about the past week, so

          let's see what I can stir up here...

          It's been great to see the development of the certification

          program with ASM and the cooperative efforts putting

          together a study guide, but I have one complaint and can't

          believe I'm alone in this. Why 20 hours in Microbiology or

          "related" coursework? I can understand that some education

          and (more important in my eyes) experience is required, but

          this is practically a minor degree! The list of "related"

          courses in the brochure ARE "Microbiology" courses IMHO, so

          I don't find the term "related" helpful.

          I understand that through ASM, the certification renders one

          a "Specialist Microbiologist". In my personal experience,

          Biosafety is more of a EH&S specialty. If you look at the

          basic process of preventing exposures, there are more things

          in common among the different specialties (chem, bio,

          radiation) than unique. There ARE significant differences to

          be aware of, but in practice, many more similarities.

          Such extensive Micro coursework is no more essential to a

          Biosafety professional than is a Chemistry degree to being a

          Certified Chemical Hygiene Officer (and they don't require

          same). To round out my field of practice, I have to add that

          Certified Health Physicists don't by definition have degrees

          in Physics or Radiation Protection. To me, it's the

          experience and exam, on top of a BS/BA in a physical

          science, that count most.  Let's face it: the exam tends to

          level the playing field the most.

          I find there are a good number of us in industry who are

          involved in multiple EH&S specialties. Not all of us had the

          foresight (or time) to takes lots of Micro courses. At least

          I had one myself, being Pre-Med. However, as we'll all

          attest, it takes a good degree of intelligence to succeed in

          EH&S no matter the specialty, and we learn as we go. I've

          been doing this for over 9 years now, with the usual

          exchange of ideas with colleagues. It doesn't hurt to be

          surrounded by Virologists, Bacteriologists, etc. either. As

          a representative to the area LEPC, I advise them on the

          hazards found in our industry and help with contingency

          planning for Haz Mat incidents of all kinds. Sorry to brag,

          but my point is that nobody's going to convince me I'm NOT a

          proper Biosafety Professional because I didn't take the

          right number of courses 14-16 years ago!

          As I said, the exam's the great equalizer. Experience is

          important, but mainly in that it imparts one with the

          knowledge and wisdom that are demonstrated on the exam. It

          really does sadden me to be held back (can you say

          $alary?) for the sake of several courses that somebody

          thinks I "should" have taken many years ago. In 9 years I've

          made up for it.  I'd push for the inclusion of Continuing

          Education towards satisfying the 20-hour criterion, but

          there wasn't much around when I was learning Biosafety.

          Maybe it would help those coming up through the ranks,

          though.

          Okay, I've had my say, or at least started the ball rolling.

          Please be merciful in your responses. I realize there are

          many who may have strong reacions against the opinions I've

          expressed. (Try not to get personal, but let's hear 'em!) I

          just want to see if anyone shares my feelings, and provoke

          some good discussion (I hope).

          Randy Norman

          Safety Manager

          MA BioServices, Inc.

          Rockville, MD

          rnorman@microbio.com

          Opinions expressed are purely my own, and are subject to

          change without notice. They in no way reflect those of my

          employer.
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I find myself somewhere between Randy's and Glenn's positions, and am

grateful that ABSA will be reviewing this.

Every single person I've met in this field has a very different background

with a unique combination of skills and education.  Each institution we

serve also requires a unique application of our skills.  Most of us

"happened" into where we are and from my perspective, most of us are

reasonably successful.

We advertised for a biological safety professional in my office last year

and tried to gear the ad to folks with a lot of microbiology and/or

molecular biology work.  What we found when we began reviewing resumes and

interviewing was that we really wanted someone who had diverse experience

in the biological sciences, a lot of practical problem solving skills, and

a committment to solid, effective communication.   Two of the members of

our IBC, both faculty microbiologists, served on the search committee and

were the most vocal about these types of skills.

I'll be following the fall-out of this first year of testing with interest,

since I'm unable to test this year.  Thanks to all of you who will be

taking the exam for serving as sentinel animals!!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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You make a good argument with which I too have been struggling.  I'm a

clinical microbiologist, infection control practitioner, and biosafety

consultant with undergraduate training in micro, a minor, a master's in

micro and a doctorate with specific training in biohazard control, and I

find it difficult to accept the level of micro training required to be

certified in biosafety.  I believe that there is a real need for an

understanding of biological processes and the concepts of environmental

conditions necessary to support life, in the development of an

"appropriate" biosafety program and all to often I notice people who do

not have a solid background in biological principles trying to apply the

exact same protocols and procedures to the minimization and prevention

of exposures to workplace biohazards as to chemicals and or radioactive

materials.  I agree that the basic ideas of engineering controls,

changes in protocols or procedures, and PPE are applied across the

board, but there must be an understanding that the biological hazards

are inherently different than either the chemical or radiological

hazards.  I'm not sure that a major or minor degree in microbiology is

necessary however to provide an understanding of the basic nature of

living agents and substances produced by living agents.

In addition, I believe that we often put too much emphasis on the

microbiological, and particularly the research laboratory

microbiological, area when we discuss biological hazards.  There is a

great big world out there of biological hazards including: venoms,

toxins, biological allergens, pollens, etc., etc., etc.  These are not

always related to microorganisms, but inevitably must be considered as

biological in origin and thus as biological hazards.  Their control is

based on a knowledge of their origin, and of their chemical composition,

i.e. mainly proteins of some sort, or at least generated by a biological

process.

Finally, certification had to begin somewhere, and ASM was willing to

work with ABSA to develop an appropriate certification program.  As in

the rest of life, we must learn to walk before we can run and we are

walking as fast as we can, and probably should, towards the goal of

recognizing that biosafety is a true professional specialty.  This is a

good starting point, but we need to be sure that this certification

program is not a static process, but a dynamic one that will continue to

meet the needs of all of us who practice the profession.  Input such as

what we are reading here helps us all to understand what needs to be

done.  Constructive criticisim is good for all of us.
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You make a good argument with which I too have been struggling.  I'm a

clinical microbiologist, infection control practitioner, and biosafety

consultant with undergraduate training in micro, a minor, a master's in

micro and a doctorate with specific training in biohazard control, and I

find it difficult to accept the level of micro training required to be

certified in biosafety.  I believe that there is a real need for an

understanding of biological processes and the concepts of environmental

conditions necessary to support life, in the development of an

"appropriate" biosafety program and all to often I notice people who do

not have a solid background in biological principles trying to apply the

exact same protocols and procedures to the minimization and prevention

of exposures to workplace biohazards as to chemicals and or radioactive

materials.  I agree that the basic ideas of engineering controls,

changes in protocols or procedures, and PPE are applied across the

board, but there must be an understanding that the biological hazards

are inherently different than either the chemical or radiological

hazards.  I'm not sure that a major or minor degree in microbiology is

necessary, however, to provide an understanding of the basic nature of

living agents and substances produced by living agents.

In addition, I believe that we often put too much emphasis on the

microbiological, and particularly the research laboratory

microbiological, area when we discuss biological hazards.  There is a

great big world out there of biological hazards including: venoms,

toxins, biological allergens, pollens, etc., etc., etc.  These are not

always related to microorganisms, but inevitably must be considered as

biological in origin and thus as biological hazards.  Their control is

based on a knowledge of their origin, and of their chemical

composition,i.e. mainly proteins of some sort, or at least generated by

a biological process.

Finally, certification had to begin somewhere, and ASM was willing to

work with ABSA to develop an appropriate certification program.  As in

the rest of life, we must learn to walk before we can run and we are

walking as fast as we can, and probably should, towards the goal of

recognizing that biosafety is a true professional specialty.  This is a

good starting point, but we need to be sure that this certification

program is not a static process, but a dynamic one that will continue to

meet the needs of all of us who practice the profession.  Input such as

what we are reading here helps us all to understand what needs to be

done.  Constructive criticisim is good for all of us.
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A three day version of the five day Johns Hopkins Course on Control of

Biohazards in the Research Laboratory will be presented by Drs. Tepper

and Gilpin at Stanford University on September 9 - 11, 1997.

The course announcement and registration is included in this

announcement with the need to decode.

Richard Gilpin (410) 955-5918 =

S P E C I A L    A N N O U N C E M E N T

for California Biosafety Practitioners

A three day course =

Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory, will be presented at

Stanford University on September 9-11, 1997 prior to the fall

BIONET/BSAF Symposium

This is the off-campus presentation of the Control of Biohazards course

presented annually at  Johns Hopkins described in the attached

brochure.  The Stanford course will be presented by Dr. Byron S. Tepper

and Dr. Richard W. Gilpin, with one or more invited speakers. The $975

fee includes the 2000 =B1 page manual of lecture outlines and biosafety

references =

Anyone interested in participating should indicate their interest in

attending the course by completing the preregistration form below. =

Notices of  the completed arrangements will be sent to all

preregistrants.  Enrollment fees will then be payable in advance and,

upon receipt, enrollment confirmation will be sent to each registrant.   =

Please mail the completed preregistration form to:

Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP             Tel: (410) 828-6330

BioControl, Inc.                        Fax: (410) 828-6331

8504 Southfields Circle         E-Mail: btepper@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu

Lutherville, Maryland 21093-3979

I am interested in attending the Control of Biohazards in the Research

Laboratory to be presented September 9-11, 1997 at Stanford University,

Stanford, CA =

                                                      =

Name

Title

Organization

Address                                 =

City                            State           Zip Code

Area Code/ Telephone Number

Area Code/Fax Number

E-Mail Address
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The 4th International Conference on Occupational Health for Health Care

Workers of the International Commission on Occupational Health (ICOH)

will be held in Montreal, Canada in the fall of 1999.

To be put on the =ABFurther information=BB mailing list:

mailto:probilla@santepub-mtl.qc.ca

-- =

Pierre Robillard MD

Montreal Public Health Department

Occupational and Environmental Health Unit

75 Port-Royal east room 240

Montreal, Qc, Canada H3L 3T1

phone:  +1 514 858-7510 ext. 245

fax:    +1 514 858-5993

email:  probilla@santepub-mtl.qc.ca
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Like John Keene, I think I would prefer to take a middle road in the

discussion.  I hesitated to take the exam this year, and one major

reason was the Micro requirement.  One course about 22 years ago, as

a bio major, did not seem to cut it.

I think continuing education courses should receive the same

consideration as major & minor college classwork.  We are fortunate

to have a biotechnology program at the local community college, 30

semester hours total.  I've completed all but one semester of it and

it was a great adjunct to my 20 years of work experience.  It

included a technical writing class, as well as PCR techniques, micro

again and so forth.  For one thing, it allowed me to do the hands on

work the labs are doing, to give me a feel for what the techs are

doing 8 hours a day.  And since they were still teaching Mendellian

(sp?) genetics when I went through college.....

In the intervening years I was in a Master's Program in Environmental

Management and so have a feel for the overall EHS issues that are

dealt with by our supervisors & regulatory agencies.  More than

anything else I feel my work experience is what made me saleable to

my organization and useful in my position.  I've had a mix of

virology labs, vaccine development, immunology, clinical pathology, as well as

administrative responsibilities to include training and regulatory

compliance.  But that is not so easily measured at exam time.

Like the CIH and RSOs in our world, I fully expect we will move over

time to continuing ed requirements.  We probably have only  a short

time before issues (e.g. using livestock to raise human blood

products) are presented to us, as they move into pilot & Phase I

trials, where our consultation will (hopefully) be solicited.

In the past year in this position I have had to add to my basic

knowledge of the bio, chem & radiation, along with regulatory

matters, particulary in the areas of HVAC, lab design, and physical

plant issues.  Those are areas where our consultation will be key, as

lab spaces are remodeled, built, decommissioned & so forth.   I  believe

 that we cannot afford to be too narrowly focused.

Randy, can I steal this?

>           Opinions expressed are purely my own, and are subject to

>           change without notice. They in no way reflect those of my

>           employer.

>

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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It's really hot and humid in Houston - Thks Randy for the diversion.  Got

to add my two cents.

Must admit when I first saw the requirements for the exam - I jumped for

joy.  I'm probably one of the few in this field who ever worked as a

microbiologist before my big career switch.   I have an undergraduate with

32 hours of micro and a Masters in Environmental Engineering (later in

life).  I've worked at 4 different biomedical concerns, both private

industry and educational.  I was selfishly wishing few would qualify to

take it - thus increasing my odds!

Self-interest aside - I can see both sides of the coin.

On one hand, I've experienced a real advantage in this career because of my

bench experience in genetics, immunology, bacteriology, mycology, animal,

and virology research.  Things I call "Process Experience".  When I walk

into a lab or talk to techs or PIs, I understand instantly what they are

doing.  I can tell the lab's focus, in many cases, just by looking at their

equipment and glassware.  In more cases than one, what they said they were

doing - wasn't really what they were doing.  When I start to ask questions

(and show I know something about their work) they open up and really start

giving me the full scoop.

Being a tech in the past, and being concerned (and at times fearful) about

my own safety, it's easy to empathize with the staff.  Knowing how research

and biomedical lab work is focused has helped me to remain flexible in my

approach to solving their safety problems.  It doesn't matter how safe the

lab is, if they can't meet their main objective - i.e. GOOD

EXPERIMENTAL/TEST RESULTS, it's not going to work.  Too often I've seen

"Safety People" come up with a great plan for safety that totally destroys

the quality of the work.  I really feel like a team member in this job -

helping scientists get what they need to get done without having to spend

sleepless nights worrying about their health.  For the most part they are

good, dedicated people - they deserve as much peace of mind as we can give

them.

On the other hand - not having an industrial hygiene degree - passing the

CIH exam is still a dream for me - maybe someday, with a lot more studying

[mainly on speedy unit conversion].  And there is no way I could have

understood the complexities of air flow and other engineering aspects of

this job without the Environmental Engineering degree.  I still know very

little about fire safety, etc. but am catching up.  I'm good at Chemistry -

so no problem there.  And regulations - are just regulations.  Having the

time to read them - is the main criteria for understanding them.

I have seen BPs with little or no micro background that do an excellent

job.  Often it seems to have more to do with their personality, and

leadership qualities, than their knowledge base.  If you know what it is

you don't know, and you're not afraid to seek out the resources to fill in

the gaps, you can accomplish almost anything.  Good BPs universally have

this quality.

I think a Biosafety Professional needs most of all, to be a generalist in

background and have a "can do" attitude.  Maybe this is the type of career

that can not be mastered till after one has knocked around in several

different areas of the biomedical industry.  I don't see any way that any

exam could adequately measure the qualities needed to succeed as a

Biosafety Professional, Specialist Microbiologist, or what ever you want to

call it.  I'm going to take this exam, but whether I pass or fail, this

certification will mean nothing more to me than a few more letters.  I

certainly would never judge another based on their certification

credentials.

Judy Pointer, BS, MS <--- See, letters !  Do I need anymore to know what I

am doing? OR, would any more letters explain to me what I am doing? OR

would anyone else understand what I am doing?

What I am really doing is goofing off, because it is so hot and humid in

Houston.

Safety Specialist III

Environmental Health and Safety

UTMDACC
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Very interesting discussion :-)

Here is a piece of information that might be helpful. Having talked with

Joe Van Houten about the certification process, he is willing to review

individual applications in cooperation with ASM/NRM to make sure that ABSA

members qualify for this exam.

If any of you have questions about your unique situation (professional

experience versus credit hours), please forward your application (prior to

submission to NRM) to:

Joe Van Houten

Johnson & Johnson

1000 Rt 202 S, Box 300

Raritan, NJ 08869

or email Joe at:

JVANHOUT@RARUSRAEXS1.prius.jnj.com

If you have been rejected by NRM, please do the same.

Bye :-)

Stefan
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Has any one had any experience in the selection of (or know of a company

making) automatic pipetting devices designed to reduce the stress from

this task.  I.E., devices designed to work at a lower force and/or fit

the hand more comfortable than the single and multi-channel Rainins that

I remember from about a decade ago.

Thank you in advance for your help.
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One more response to the Wake-Up Call - I am one more of those who has had

a course or two in microbiology and could not take the test.  With a

personal background in chemistry, biology and industrial technology, I

have to ask whether it might be sensible to require that biosafety

professionals know a little less about microbiology than the 20 hours

indicates and more about the mechanical aspects of biological

containment.  I have seen at least three cases where professional

microbiologists were expected to provide specifications for containment

buildings and ended up making some serious mistakes simply because of not

knowing enough about materials and construction procedures.  Perhaps some

requirements should be made for some practical "hands on" industrial

classes and study along with the science.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu
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Does any one on the list have info. on the types and availability of

automatic pipettors (for both serological and Eppendorf pipets) recommended

for highly repetitive operations.  I recall reading (somewhere) that the

preferred design (for micropipettors) are those that eliminate the

"thumb-as-plunger" type of action and instead rely on the pressure exerted

by closing the other fingers (as if one were making a fist) around the body

of the pipettor. Has anyone ever suggested a particular brand or model??

Any thoughts on the ergonomic criteria governing the selection of a

pipettor for serological pipets??

Thank you for your assistance.
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Dear Biosafety Netters,

First time since a long time on, I have seen such a flood of

responses to a single topic. It seems everybody is quiet concerned

about this exam. Prehaps all of you North American Safety Netters are

interested in some input from good ol' Europe.

Europe and German speaking countries (Germany, Austria, Switzerland)

especially, have had quiet some anti-biotech campaigns lately. So the

question of safety, with safety of transgenics being the real issue,

are all over the news. In Germany, this has lead to requirements by

law, for institutional biosafety officers concerned with the safety

of transgenics to attend biosafety short courses with formal

accreditation.

Now to come to the point discussed in the wake-up call. Do I think

 is necessary to have a certain amount of course hours of

iicrobiological training? After having done a fair amount of

lecturing and practical biosafety education at our University, I

rather tend to agree with having a case by case approach. I think the

ideal Biosafety Professional can be recruited with a very broad

background ( I rather tend to favor people with a lot of engineering

experience) and think that in very many cases, microbiology training

courses at University do not provide vital information for this

field. It would be much more important to check, which type of

training the applicant has had (i.e. which of the microbiology

issues, from within the giant field  were within the course scope).

I think the possibilities of having a case to case evaluation of

applicants to judge wether their education and work experience will

qualify them to take an exam , as described by Stefan, would be a

very good solution to  the problem.

In my opinion, it is personality that makes 80% of a good BP......

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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I was not going to contribute to the discussion  because being a

Canadian I thought it better that the issue be discussed by Americans

since the certification is a US thing. However, I just read Otto's

contribution from Europe so I thought I would add my six cents worth!

The Canadian members of ABSA have been concerned all along about the

criteria for certification as the requirement is for accredited US

educational institutions only. Do Canadian university or college

qualifications count? No-one seemed to know how to address this. I

submitted all my educational qualifications  to ABSA for consideration for

registered BSP and they all were accepted. I should add that I did

all my education in the UK and only emigrated to Canada after all

that. My undergraduate degree is  an honours BSC in Botany/

Microbiology and I  survived  many hours of both microbiology

lectures and labs ( I am not used  to thinking in terms of  course in

terms of hours but I had 6 hours of micro/ week for 2 of the years).

ABSA was obviously prepared to be flexible on qualifications at that

stage for the registration.

I work in a university and have found the micro background plus all

the years I worked as a tech in micro labs to be absolutely

invaluable both to understand what people are doing  so that I could

 comment intelligently and also for credibility  with the academics. However,

I have had to learn all the containment stuff and ventilation

engineering on the job or at evening classes.. So I agree with Otto

that a case by case review of background should be made so that the

entry qualifications are flexible and then people can write the exam.

Can an exam always screen out unqualified people? Not always I think.

Maybe a take home or open book  problem solving exercise might be

better. . However, Good Luck to the guinea pigs who take the exam

this October. We may get a better picture of how this is going to

work after that. Anyway, at this point, I don't think people  whose

educational background does not exactly fit the written criteria

should be put off from applying to write the exam. Apply and

challenge ABSA to adapt!

=========================================================================
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         gillian norton <Gil@OHS.UWO.CA>

Organization: OHS, U. of Western Ontario

Subject:      (Fwd) re:wake up call

Forwarded message:

From:     Self <Gil.Safety.SH.OHS>

To: biosafty@mitvma.mit.edu

Subject: re:wake up call

Date: Fri, 25 Jul 1997 10:18:20 +500

I was not going to contribute to the discussion  because being a

Canadian I thought it better that the issue be discussed by Americans

since the certification is a US thing. However, I just read Otto's

contribution from Europe so I thought I would add my six cents worth!

The Canadian members of ABSA have been concerned all along about the

criteria for certification as the requirement is for accredited US

educational institutions only. Do Canadian university or college

qualifications count? No-one seemed to know how to address this. I

submitted all my educational qualifications  to ABSA for consideration for

registered BSP and they all were accepted. I should add that I did

all my education in the UK and only emigrated to Canada after all

that. My undergraduate degree is  an honours BSC in Botany/

Microbiology and I  survived  many hours of both microbiology

lectures and labs ( I am not used  to thinking in terms of  course in

terms of hours but I had 6 hours of micro/ week for 2 of the years).

ABSA was obviously prepared to be flexible on qualifications at that

stage for the registration.

I work in a university and have found the micro background plus all

the years I worked as a tech in micro labs to be absolutely

invaluable both to understand what people are doing  so that I could

 comment intelligently and also for credibility  with the academics. However,

I have had to learn all the containment stuff and ventilation

engineering on the job or at evening classes.. So I agree with Otto

that a case by case review of background should be made so that the

entry qualifications are flexible and then people can write the exam.

Can an exam always screen out unqualified people? Not always I think.

Maybe a take home or open book  problem solving exercise might be

better. . However, Good Luck to the guinea pigs who take the exam

this October. We may get a better picture of how this is going to

work after that. Anyway, at this point, I don't think people  whose

educational background does not exactly fit the written criteria

should be put off from applying to write the exam. Apply and

challenge ABSA to adapt!
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Organization: USDA-ARS PPRL

Subject:      ERGONOMIC PIPETTORS
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Paul:

We've had a couple cases of RST develop in employees who had to do

extensive pipetting in their jobs. The Rainin powered pipettes

(8-channel, single channel, range from 0-1000 ul) have worked nicely for

us. The pipettor rests on a base that constantly recharges it; the

plunger is driven by a trigger and requires very little pressure to

activate. Since switching to these, both employees have no more

complaints about sore, tired thumbs (or any other RST-type injury).

There are other companies with ergonomic, powered pipettors; we chose

Rainin because their model 'fit' the employees best.

Hope this helps.

Terrie

****

Terrie Wierenga

USDA-ARS Poisonous Plant Research Lab, Logan, UT

v:  (801) 752-2941    f:  (801) 753-5681

e:  terrie@cc.usu.edu

All opinions are my own; mention of any product name does not mean the

USDA endorses any specific product or manufacturer, etc.
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Subject:      Re: wake up call
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At 10:18 AM 7/25/97 +500, Gillian wrote:

>I was not going to contribute to the discussion  because being a

>Canadian I thought it better that the issue be discussed by Americans

>since the certification is a US thing. However, I just read Otto's

>contribution from Europe so I thought I would add my six cents worth!

>The Canadian members of ABSA have been concerned all along about the

>criteria for certification as the requirement is for accredited US

>educational institutions only. Do Canadian university or college

>qualifications count? <SNIP>

According to the ASM application package, people educated outside of the US,

must submit their transcripts to one of five credential evaluation agencies

(which may take up to 3 months to complete the  evaluation).

I have found that, as a group, BSP have a very diverse background - from

hard core micro to industrial hygiene to legal to other technical

background.   My background is astronomy and physics.  It was quite a

transition from very quantitative to the more qualitative set of

microbiology.  Along the way I picked up 5 semesters of micro and related

chemistry courses, so I may just squeek by on the credentials without the

intervention of ABSA.  And have picked up a bit of IH and attended various

workshops on micro.

Anyway, good luck to all sitting for the exam!

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Subject:      Re: Wake-Up Call

In-Reply-To:  <9706238696.AA869689520@smtplink.microbio.com>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I agree - the restrictive coursework requirement is excessive and if

enforced in accepting/rejecting applications for examination would

eliminate a significant number of the practicing biosafety professionals

who have the experience and judgement to contribute to the profession.  I

think a system of evaluating work experience and continuing education in

biosafety would be a wise alternative to the mandated credits.  Perhaps the

final certification should be called Certified Biosafety Professional and

not Specialist Microbiologist.

I think a number of biosafety professionals should send their

qualifications to the ASM and request to take the exam, regardless of the

coursework.  When ASM reviews a cross-section of the professionals who are

out there, it may give them more insight into the group to be served by the

certification process.

----------

>

>           Alright! It's been too quiet for about the past week, so

>           let's see what I can stir up here...

>

>           It's been great to see the development of the certification

>           program with ASM and the cooperative efforts putting

>           together a study guide, but I have one complaint and can't

>           believe I'm alone in this. Why 20 hours in Microbiology or

>           "related" coursework? I can understand that some education

>           and (more important in my eyes) experience is required, but

>           this is practically a minor degree! The list of "related"

>           courses in the brochure ARE "Microbiology" courses IMHO, so

>           I don't find the term "related" helpful.

>

>           I understand that through ASM, the certification renders one

>           a "Specialist Microbiologist". In my personal experience,

>           Biosafety is more of a EH&S specialty. If you look at the

>           basic process of preventing exposures, there are more things

>           in common among the different specialties (chem, bio,

>           radiation) than unique. There ARE significant differences to

>           be aware of, but in practice, many more similarities.

>

>           Such extensive Micro coursework is no more essential to a

>           Biosafety professional than is a Chemistry degree to being a

>           Certified Chemical Hygiene Officer (and they don't require

>           same). To round out my field of practice, I have to add that

>           Certified Health Physicists don't by definition have degrees

>           in Physics or Radiation Protection. To me, it's the

>           experience and exam, on top of a BS/BA in a physical

>           science, that count most.  Let's face it: the exam tends to

>           level the playing field the most.

>

>           I find there are a good number of us in industry who are

>           involved in multiple EH&S specialties. Not all of us had the

>           foresight (or time) to takes lots of Micro courses. At least

>           I had one myself, being Pre-Med. However, as we'll all

>           attest, it takes a good degree of intelligence to succeed in

>           EH&S no matter the specialty, and we learn as we go. I've

>           been doing this for over 9 years now, with the usual

>           exchange of ideas with colleagues. It doesn't hurt to be

>           surrounded by Virologists, Bacteriologists, etc. either. As

>           a representative to the area LEPC, I advise them on the

>           hazards found in our industry and help with contingency

>           planning for Haz Mat incidents of all kinds. Sorry to brag,

>           but my point is that nobody's going to convince me I'm NOT a

>           proper Biosafety Professional because I didn't take the

>           right number of courses 14-16 years ago!

>

>           As I said, the exam's the great equalizer. Experience is

>           important, but mainly in that it imparts one with the

>           knowledge and wisdom that are demonstrated on the exam. It

>           really does sadden me to be held back (can you say

>           $alary?) for the sake of several courses that somebody

>           thinks I "should" have taken many years ago. In 9 years I've

>           made up for it.  I'd push for the inclusion of Continuing

>           Education towards satisfying the 20-hour criterion, but

>           there wasn't much around when I was learning Biosafety.

>           Maybe it would help those coming up through the ranks,

>           though.

>

>           Okay, I've had my say, or at least started the ball rolling.

>           Please be merciful in your responses. I realize there are

>           many who may have strong reacions against the opinions I've

>           expressed. (Try not to get personal, but let's hear 'em!) I

>           just want to see if anyone shares my feelings, and provoke

>           some good discussion (I hope).

>

>           Randy Norman

>           Safety Manager

>           MA BioServices, Inc.

>           Rockville, MD

>           rnorman@microbio.com

>

>           Opinions expressed are purely my own, and are subject to

>           change without notice. They in no way reflect those of my

>           employer.

>
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Danny R. Anglin" <danny.anglin@VANDERBILT.EDU>

Subject:      DIRECTOR POSITION AVAILABLE
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I have been asked to post the following advertisement for the director's

position.

                                Director

                     Department of Institutional Safety

Director needed to develop and administer a coordinated program for

Vanderbilt University and Medical Center.  Must prepare and manage budgets;

establish and enforce policy; oversee disposal of hazardous materials;

coordinate training workshops; monitor compliance of industrial hygiene,

toxic materials, biohazard,  and fire/life safety programs; and serve as

liaison with federal and state agencies, risk management occupational

health, campus and medical center administrators, and with research staff.

Applicant should demonstrate working knowledge of federal environmental

regulatory requirements at teaching/research/health care institutions.

Strong oral and written communications skills with the ability to

effectively interact and serve a diverse client base required.  Send

qualifications with three letters of reference to Linda Hendricks,

Recruitment & Staffing, Box 160, Peabody Campus, Nashville, TN 37203.

Danny Anglin, Senior Institutional Safety Officer

Vanderbilt University

Department of Institutional Safety

U-0202 Med. Ctr. North

Nashville, TN 37232-2665

danny.anglin@vanderbilt.edu

Phone:  (615)-322-2057

FAX:  (615)-343-0477
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From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      BL3 wastewater testing

Mime-Version: 1.0
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I would like to request some input from those of you that are operating a

facility specific liquid waste treatment system to decon BL3 wastewater

before releasing it into the general sewer system.

My question: How are you validating the process and what organisms are you

using (if at all).

Thanks for your time and help.

Stefan (stefan@msu.edu)
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Date:         Mon, 28 Jul 1997 13:57:03 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: BL3 wastewater testing

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.1.32.19970728142454.00835300@msu.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0
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We are about to do our validation of a waste processing system and will

most likely use ATCC 9372 Bacillus subtilis var. niger.  We have not

decided whether to use several containers suspended at different locations

in the tank, or whether to grow enough of the organism to fill the tank

(it is a relatively small system).  I will be able to tell you more later.

Noel Neighbor

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Mon, 28 Jul 1997, Stefan Wagener wrote:

> I would like to request some input from those of you that are operating a

> facility specific liquid waste treatment system to decon BL3 wastewater

> before releasing it into the general sewer system.

>

> My question: How are you validating the process and what organisms are you

> using (if at all).

>

> Thanks for your time and help.

>

> Stefan (stefan@msu.edu)

>
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: BL3 wastewater testing

MIME-Version: 1.0
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In a previous position, I set up validation for a system collecting

waste from a recombinant fermentation. The system had a steam injection

recirculation loop designed to heat and hold the waste for a sufficient

time to assure kill based on information collected for the host (E.

coli) strain. The system was tested using differential media. The system

was controlled via computer, with a chart recorder to log data. (This

system was NOT designed for BL2 or BL3 containment, but to minimize

release...)

 At another facility, people had two waste holding tanks, and took them

through complete sterilization cycles (121 C), then sampled and did not

release the contents until sterility test results came back negative. (I

believe they did 7 day sterility tests.) I don't know whether they

validated the system before use by challenge with live organisms.

Michael Betlach

mbetlach@promega.com

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Noel Neighbor [SMTP:nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU]

> Sent: Monday, July 28, 1997 1:57 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: BL3 wastewater testing

>

> We are about to do our validation of a waste processing system and

> will

> most likely use ATCC 9372 Bacillus subtilis var. niger.  We have not

> decided whether to use several containers suspended at different

> locations

> in the tank, or whether to grow enough of the organism to fill the

> tank

> (it is a relatively small system).  I will be able to tell you more

> later.

>

> Noel Neighbor

> nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

>

> On Mon, 28 Jul 1997, Stefan Wagener wrote:

>

> > I would like to request some input from those of you that are

> operating a

> > facility specific liquid waste treatment system to decon BL3

> wastewater

> > before releasing it into the general sewer system.

> >

> > My question: How are you validating the process and what organisms

> are you

> > using (if at all).

> >

> > Thanks for your time and help.

> >

> > Stefan (stefan@msu.edu)

> >
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Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: BL3 wastewater testing
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First, we should argue against the "sterilization" of waste water from

BL-3 facilities.  BL-3 procedures require all of the work with the agent

to be done in containment, and no "infectious" materials should be put

into the liquid waste stream.  Second, if, for some reason, it is

determined that such a system should be installed there are many more

considerations than just the verification of kill.  Alarm systems to

prevent overflow, backup tanks to take the waste while the system is

being treated, dikes, and sumps (all of which must have some method of

decontamination developed before the system can be tested) to handle the

catastrophic release of all the material in the waste treatment tanks,

methods for reducing the heat load of the treated waste, etc. have to be

developed and/or designed into the system.  This is really a

considerable cost for something that doesn't need to be installed in the

first place as long as personnel understand and follow appropriate BL-3

procedures.  However, if one still is interested in heat inactivation of

waste, the tank should be profiled using thermocouples to determine

actual temperatures in a statistically significant number of locations

within the tank and then calculating how the appropriate D values can

change in the system in accordance with the temperatures in the tank.  A

discussion of steam and moist heat sterilization can be found in Block's

book, "Disinfection, Sterilization, and Preservation".

You can do all the culturing you want, and still won't be sure that the

system will always react the way it did the one time you tested it.

Considering the problems of design, construction, operation, and

maintenance of such systems, there has to be an awfully good reason to

install one, and short of the possible pilot plant operation for large

scale production of BL-2 or 3 agents, I would strongly argue against

such installation.
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From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      [Fwd: Re: Automatic pipettors]
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--------------5B2555BE6DB7
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I would like to thank those who provided info. about the availability of

"ergonomically designed" pipettors and share this list of companies.  I

was also referred to Integra Biosciences: <http://www.freeway.de.INTEGRA

Biosciences.

--------------5B2555BE6DB7

Content-Type: message/rfc822

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Content-Disposition: inline

Message-ID: <33DCB3A9.3880@umdnj.edu>

Date: Mon, 28 Jul 1997 07:58:49 -0700

From: paul rubock <rubockpa@umdnj.edu>

Reply-To: rubockpa@umdnj.edu

Organization: eohss-umdnj

X-Mailer: Mozilla 3.0Gold (Win16; I)

MIME-Version: 1.0

To: Linda Tapp <TAPPL@labs.wyeth.com>

Subject: Re: Automatic pipettors

References: <s3d87de2.046@labs.wyeth.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The most detailed reply received came from an NCI lab that had been the

site of a NIOSH ergonomic Health Hazard Evaluation.  Give me your

address if you'd like a copy of the report; it is an interesting

reference.  I was provided with the names of the following three

companies as possible sources of ergonomically-correct pipetting

devices:

Rainin Instrument Co., Inc

5400 Hollis Street

Emeryville, CA 94608-2508

Att: Dr. Albert Wang

e-mail:pipets@rainin.com

Socorex Swiss

PO Box 1024 Ecublens

 Luasanne, Switz.

e-mail:socorex @socorex.ch

Biohit Proline

Helsinki, Finn.

Vanguard International, Inc.

111-A Green Grove Rd

PO Box 308

Neptune, NJ 07754

1-800-922-0784

Good luck; I'll let you know if I come across more good references.

--------------5B2555BE6DB7--
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Moderator:

Once again, I suggest that all comments be identified with the name

of the author.  An E-mail address should be included so responses

can be sent directly to the author, rather than having all list server

subscribers receive all mail traffic.

Thanks, Bob

**********************************************************************
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Hi John, you seem to have a pretty strong opinion about this topic. I hope

my response will clarify some issues.

>First, we should argue against the "sterilization" of waste water from

>BL-3 facilities.  BL-3 procedures require all of the work with the agent

>to be done in containment, and no "infectious" materials should be put

>into the liquid waste stream.

1. BL-3 facilities does not equal BL-3 facilities. I assume your response

is more targeted to a BL-3 isolation room (no animals etc.), and no liquid

infectious wastewater is produced. However, for large animal isolation

facilities involved in rDNA research, operating at (BL3-N), your general

statement is certainly not applicable. Please refer to Appendix

Q-II-C-1-b-(5) of the NIH Guidelines for the necessity of a heat

decontamination process for liquid waste effluent from animal rooms etc.

and validation with an indicator organism.

>Second, if, for some reason, it is

>determined that such a system should be installed there are many more

>considerations than just the verification of kill.  Alarm systems to

>prevent overflow, backup tanks to take the waste while the system is

>being treated, dikes, and sumps

2. This is certainly part of the total package and most appropriate to

consider, but not related at all to the initial question (validation and

indicator organisms).

>This is really a

>considerable cost for something that doesn't need to be installed in the

>first place as long as personnel understand and follow appropriate BL-3

>procedures.

3. Unfortunately, this general statement does not hold true in reality with

the variety of applications under BL-3.

>However, if one still is interested in heat inactivation of

>waste, the tank should be profiled using thermocouples to determine

>actual temperatures in a statistically significant number of locations

>within the tank and then calculating how the appropriate D values can

>change in the system in accordance with the temperatures in the tank.

4. Since the D value is not only a function of the temperature, but even

more important the type and condition of the microorganism, you still have

to use a defined test strain for your assumption. In addition, the D-value

is only valid in situations where the temperature is high enough to

discount the effect of heat activation (no constant death rate) and the

population is of uniform resistance (not even considering a mixed load and

a high bio burden).

>A discussion of steam and moist heat sterilization can be found in Block's

>book, "Disinfection, Sterilization, and Preservation".

5. I agree. However, the book by Wayne Turnberg on "Biohazardous Waste;

Risk Assessment, Policy, and Management" is more appropriate in this context.

>You can do all the culturing you want, and still won't be sure that the

>system will always react the way it did the one time you tested it.

6. Culturing or better process validation using an indicator organism is an

accepted method for testing heat treatment of wastewater. No method will

provide a total 100% assurance, something nobody is asking anyway. The

point is to achieve an "Assurance Level", satisfying the needs of local

requirements and protecting the health and safety of people involved.

>Considering the problems of design, construction, operation, and

>maintenance of such systems, there has to be an awfully good reason to

>install one,

7. The simple reason is to treat wastewater from an animal facility before

it is released in to the general sewer system.

>and short of the possible pilot plant operation for large

>scale production of BL-2 or 3 agents, I would strongly argue against

>such installation.

7. I have no problem with you arguing this, however, for those of us

thinking differently and even more important operating facilities like

this, any constructive help is certainly appreciated.

Hope this helps.

:-)

Stefan
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Hi all,

        I learn from discussions such as this one and appreciate the authors

sharing them with us.

        Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82070

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>----------

>From:  Bob Hawley[SMTP:dr._robert_hawley@FTDETRCK-CCMAIL.ARMY.MIL]

>Sent:  Tuesday, July 29, 1997 6:33 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       Re[2]: BL3 wastewater testing - COMMENT FROM SUBSCRIBER

>

>Moderator:

>

>Once again, I suggest that all comments be identified with the name

>of the author.  An E-mail address should be included so responses

>can be sent directly to the author, rather than having all list server

>subscribers receive all mail traffic.

>

>Thanks, Bob

>**********************************************************************

>
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      lab trailers
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We have a faculty member who needs lab space.  He is suggesting 5

trailers, to be sited on the property somewhere.  I am seriously

concerned about ventilation issues, fire safety issues, etc.  Any

recommendations, suggestions, ideas for doing this in a safe manner?

Thanks

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burchardt, Frank" <BurchaF@WIPP.CARLSBAD.NM.US>

Subject:      FW: Report Provides Training and Guidelines for Audiovisual

              Record Keeping
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>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>Report Provides Training and Guidelines for Audiovisual Record Keeping

>

>A copy of the 45-page Audiovisual Record Keeping Handbook from the

>U. S. Department of Energy's Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) is available

>to you at no cost.  This training book was designed as an Audiovisual Records

>Keeping Handbook to facilitate compliance with federal laws and regulations.

>The handbook sets forth a  step-by-step approach to managing records.

>

>Although this is a WIPP-specific course book, the instructional material is

>intended to be used by audiovisual managers, employees, and record

>coordinators.  This Audiovisual Records Handbook explains how to:

>

>*      Inventory records

>*      Caption and label records

>*      Complete a records inventory and disposition schedule

>*      Store and preserve records

>

>Permission can be obtained to reproduce the handbook and/or modify it for

>organizational use through the DOE's Technology Transfer Program.  For a free

>copy of the Audiovisual Record Keeping Handbooking, e-mail Sue Johns your

>mailing address at Johnss@wipp.carlsbad.nm.us, or call

>Frank Burchardt at 1-800-336-9477.

>

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: lab trailers
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At 09:30 AM 7/30/97 MST-0700, Terry Stinnett wrote:

>We have a faculty member who needs lab space.  He is suggesting 5

>trailers, to be sited on the property somewhere.  I am seriously

>concerned about ventilation issues, fire safety issues, etc.  Any

>recommendations, suggestions, ideas for doing this in a safe manner?

A lot depends upon what the investigator is planning on doing in the

trailers.  What kinds of chemicals, radioactivity, biosafety level of the

organism, and what types of equipment (BSC, incubators, autoclaves,

centrifuges, etc.) all effect recommendations regarding ventilation, fire,

egress, etc.  Also the type of trailer - house type or an actual truck

trailer (had some of those in use at Lincoln Lab - the mice loved them).

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Wed, 30 Jul 1997 09:51:39 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: lab trailers

In-Reply-To:  <9707301607.AA28696@MIT.MIT.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

We had a modular lab at one facility.  It was a complete with its own lab

ventilation system as it was designed as a BL-3 facility.  Bit pricey

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays
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Date:         Wed, 30 Jul 1997 11:04:30 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Re: lab trailers
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How did you handle exhaust? Were there 10 foot stacks from the

exhaust systems?

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Wed, 30 Jul 1997 14:35:00 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Meechan, Paul J." <paul_meechan@MERCK.COM>

Subject:      Treating HIV exposure

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain

The recent literature has suggested that immediate triple therapy may

confer an advantage on those exposed to HIV. This is contrary to past

practice.  Has anyone revisited their HIV exposure protocol and under

what conditions do you choose a given protocol (does it change with risk

of contamination)?

Thanks

Paul Meechan

Merck/West Point Biosafety Manager

meechan@merck.com
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Reply-To:     rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      Re: Treating HIV exposure

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Our institution follows the risk assessment protocol that accompanied

the 6/7/96 Morbidity and Mortality notice of the guidelines that called

for addition of protease inhibitors into the PEP protocol depending on

the exposure risk.  This notice also defined the various risk levels.
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Date:         Wed, 30 Jul 1997 14:51:20 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Treating HIV exposure

In-Reply-To:  <199707301844.OAA12374@igw2>
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Paul,

We are including the concept of post-exposure HIV prophylaxis (PEP) in our

BBP initial and refresher training, making sure that the occupational

health folks we contract with (nearby hospitals) are offering PEP according

to the CDC guidelines (we let them do the risk assessment and prescribe the

combination of medications--that's their job), and making sure that

everyone knows that this must occur within 1-2 hours of exposure.  The CDC

interim guidelines were released last June in MMWR (sorry, I don't have the

exact citation handy).  Since the BBP regs for post-exposure care require

that current USPHS recommendations are followed, we don't feel that we can

provide any less than what I've outlined above.

We haven't formally added this to our exposure control plan, though.  It's

next on my list!

LouAnn Burnett

At 02:35 PM 7/30/97 -0400, you wrote:

>The recent literature has suggested that immediate triple therapy may

>confer an advantage on those exposed to HIV. This is contrary to past

>practice.  Has anyone revisited their HIV exposure protocol and under

>what conditions do you choose a given protocol (does it change with risk

>of contamination)?

>Thanks

>

>Paul Meechan

>Merck/West Point Biosafety Manager

>meechan@merck.com

>

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      PEP POLICY

MIME-Version: 1.0
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We have spent a-g-e-s revising our HIV policy. At this Institution, for

research exposures to HIV or SIV virus, all three drugs would be provided.

Exposures to blood and OPIM are evaluated and the CDC recommendations are

implemented[MMWR 1996, 45:468-472.]. Actually, we have had a program which

offers azt for post-exposure prophylaxis to HIV since 1989. But the new

recommendations prompted a lot of changes.  CDC now recommends that antiviral

therapy be initiated immediately, even if the source is cannot be determined

immediately. Also skin contact is referred for evaluation, "especially" if

the skin is non-intact or a large surface is exposed...

Since this is an academic research institution and our researchers work long

hours, we opted for a team of 6 physicians to take turns being on-call 24

hours a day, every day, to administer drugs asap. Antiretroviral Drugs have

been purchased and are kept in occupational health services for this program

(our pharmacy closes at night).  Researchers have ID badges and stickers by

their phones giving them info. on accessing the program.  Hope this helps; I

can send a copy of our policy if you're interested.

Karen Byers, Biosafety Officer,

Dana-Farber Cancer Institute,

44 Binney St.

Boston, MA 02115 617-632-3890

karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu
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Date:         Wed, 30 Jul 1997 21:01:47 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Treating HIV exposure

Paul:

I suggest you review MMWR 1996;45(No. 22) Provisional Public Health Service

recommendationsfor chemophrophylaxis after occupational exposure to HIV  (A

table provides guidance based upon type of exposure and source material).

Also "Prevention, Management, and Chemoprohylaxis of Occupational Exposure to

HIV" by Ippolito, et. al, (A publication of Advances in Exposure Prevention -

International Health Care Worker Safety Center, University of Virginia).

From my experience with various facilities, this type of PEP is not well

known.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

Consultant

Spectrum

Burlington, Connecticut

860-675-1217
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Date:         Thu, 31 Jul 1997 09:53:20 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <STUART@FS1.OH.MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: lab trailers

> At 09:30 AM 7/30/97 MST-0700, Terry Stinnett wrote:

> >We have a faculty member who needs lab space.  He is suggesting 5

> >trailers, to be sited on the property somewhere.  I am seriously

> >concerned about ventilation issues, fire safety issues, etc.  Any

> >recommendations, suggestions, ideas for doing this in a safe manner?

>

> A lot depends upon what the investigator is planning on doing in the

> trailers.  What kinds of chemicals, radioactivity, biosafety level of the

> organism, and what types of equipment (BSC, incubators, autoclaves,

> centrifuges, etc.) all effect recommendations regarding ventilation, fire,

> egress, etc.  Also the type of trailer - house type or an actual truck

> trailer (had some of those in use at Lincoln Lab - the mice loved them).

>

> Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

> rfink@mit.edu

>

I have seen trailers linked together to provide a laboratory that

provides biological containment to British level 2 standard (probably

fairly similar to US level 2). This included an autoclave for

decontamination. Autoclaves are heavy. As I recall, the trailer was

rested on a large block of concrete that bore the weight of the

autoclave. The lab was part of a large multinational pharmaceutical

company's UK research facility. I felt that the trailer solution was

well thought out and well constructed and so did not compromise

safety. The important part is to make sure that the designer and

installer are competent, know what is required, and work closely with

the client.

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England
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Date:         Thu, 31 Jul 1997 08:51:08 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 07/31/97 08:51:10 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      lab trailers

*** Reply to note of 07/30/97 11:33

Therese: How fragile the structure of a trailer-weather wise-is an issue. Once

you pass that question, the issue is how secure it needs to be dependeing on

the biosafety level you want to achieve, and also how appropriate the inside

materials are, i.e., lab benches, etc.The ventilation, you know well you would

prefer 100% fresh air, ect. Just a little imput on your question. Thanks

Jairo Betancourt

University of Miami
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Date:         Thu, 31 Jul 1997 15:25:56 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sue Pedrick <spedric@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      HIV Post-Exposure Prophylaxis (PEP)

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Hi, Everyone.  Hope this will be helpful:

The CDC has a wonderful packet of information (also sponsored by Glaxo

Wellcome and Merck)that they will send FREE which includes the PHS

Recommendations for the Management of Occupational Exposure to HIV (the MMWR

reprints), information on wound care, risk assessment and recommended

treatment regimens (including a very detailed quick-reference poster

covering the whole triple antiviral PEP regimen and follow-up).  The packet

also includes information on the HIV Postexposure Prophylaxis Registry,

which is designed to collect data on the safety and efficacy of such of the

PEP treatment.

This packet can be obtained by calling the HIV Postexposure Prophylaxis

Registry Office at 888-PEP-4HIV (888-737-4448).  It is a very quick and

painless method for obtaining just about all of the information you will

need to establish protocols for HIV PEP.   Participation in the Registry is

voluntary -- the data collected will be used to update PHS PEP recommendations.

Sue Pedrick, RN, COHN-S

Clemson University Occupational Health Nurse

spedric@clemson.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      FW: BL3 wastewater testing
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Hello list.

        I passed on the BL3 discussion to Walter Tabachnick, research leader of

the USDA BL3* facility in Laramie Wyoming.  The following is his

response.

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>There is certainly a lot of confusion concerning decontamination of

>wastewater.  Fortunately (or unfortunately) different laboratories do have

>certain options in designing the facility and this certainly depends on the

>mission and anticipated needs.  The CDC-NIH guidelines for B/L classification

>are quite explicit on what is absolutely essential for B/L 3 certification.

>

>Again this depends on the mission.  B/L 3 for a lab does not require waste

>water decontamination by sterilization.  All materials require

>decontamination - chemical or autoclave and work in a biosafety cabinet.  Our

>facility is B/L-3 Agricultural which is a higher standard.  Any lab with

>animal work might require wastewater decontamination, particularly for large

>animals.  All animal wastes from infected animals (cattle, horses, insects)

>must be decontaminated including water used to feed and clean the rooms.  We

>are able to do this because of our sewage treatment (which by the way has all

>the things mentioned - we have ports to periodically monitor kills, we have

>overflow areas and sump pumps, backflow controls and computerized monitoring

>and controls) - without these things one could not work with livestock.

>

>This is all why our facilities are rather unique and state of the art.

>Please help us to let people know precisely what a gem the facilities are to

>have at the University.

>

>Thanks - Walter

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THOMPSON CHRISTINA Z <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      B. stearothermophilus test vials

MIME-version: 1.0
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I know that there were several messages posted recently about the

availability/unavailability of B. stearothermophilus test vials for

autoclave validation.  Since I didn't think we didn't have a problem, I

was to quick with the trigger (the delete button).  (What? Did I think we

had a lifetime supply?!)  So today I hear from our research services group

that they're in trouble and can't find the test vials.

Help??  I know I saw someone mention a source, or at least give

information on when they should again become available.  And what was the

reason for their discontinuation or unavailability?

Thanks in advance for any information.

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

Eli Lilly & Co.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: B. stearothermophilus test vials
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Glen Funk updated my info. Steris has purchased Amsco; the Steris product is

called "verify", works for eto OR steam, and is purchased thru Steris at 800-

548-4873. i called & got pricing, etc, faxed to me. Tech services said my old

"Proof" Amsco incubator may be acceptable for the new vials, but it has not

been tested. The Verify incubator costs $450(!), and my budget is a negative

number, so I am waiting to test this out until my supply gets lower.

=========================================================================
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Pamela Hubley <Pamela_Hubley@MILLIPORE.COM>

Subject:      Re: B. stearothermophilus test vials
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The notice we received from Becton Dickinson dated May 1997 indicated a

problem with product performance with respect to spore population per

ampule, D-values, Z-values, survival time, and kill time.  BD suggested the

alternative vendors of 3M Health Care (800-228-3957) and Barnstead

Thermolyne (no phone number given) as a temporary source of product.

Pamela Hubley

Health and Safety Engineer

Millipore Corporation

pamela_hubley@millipore.com
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: B. stearothermophilus test vials
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At 07:44 PM 8/4/97 +0000, Chris Thompson  wrote:

>I know that there were several messages posted recently about the

>availability/unavailability of B. stearothermophilus test vials for

>autoclave validation.  Since I didn't think we didn't have a problem, I

>was to quick with the trigger (the delete button).  (What? Did I think we

>had a lifetime supply?!)  So today I hear from our research services group

>that they're in trouble and can't find the test vials.

>

>

BTsure's media is not as heat stable as Kilit.  At 121 C the pH will shift

to the acid range after 90 minutes (typical waste run).  Incubation at 56 C

takes that initial shift and shifts it a bit more.  Makes it very hard to

differentiate between growth and no growth as the indicator of growth is an

acid pH.  At 132 C the pH quickly goes acid and we find it of no use.

3M's product (ATI SporAmpoule) is like a slimmed down version of the Kilit.

The media is fairly heat stable (it did turn amber after 4 hours at 132 C).

Kill time is perhaps a tad faster then Kilit (Kilit's were tested in an old

manual autoclave many years ago and the ATI's were tested in a new

computerized autoclave, so no directly comparable).  ATI is pricier then

Kilit and have just heard that they are backordered till the end of August.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Mon, 4 Aug 1997 15:52:21 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Resent-From: "karen b. byers"

              <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Comments:     Originally-From: "karen b. byers"

              <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: B. stearothermophilus test vials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Forwarded to:      SMTP[BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU]

          cc:

Comments by:       Karen B. Byers@SS@DFCI

   -------------------------- [Original Message] -------------------------

Glen Funk updated my info. Steris has purchased Amsco; the Steris product is

called "verify", works for eto OR steam, and is purchased thru Steris at 800-

548-4873. i called & got pricing, etc, faxed to me. Tech services said my old

"Proof" Amsco incubator may be acceptable for the new vials, but it has not

been tested. The Verify incubator costs $450(!), and my budget is a negative

number, so I am waiting to test this out until my supply gets lower.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      procedures

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

need recommendations on the decontamination of mixed

radioactive/infectious waste;

a lab doing a chloroform extraction of fatty acids from human neutrophils,

remaining methanol and cellular debris, with radiolabel of

tritium--does this need further disinfection or are these conditions

considered stringent enought to denature the proteins and render them

non-infectious

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 6 Aug 1997 00:18:30 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: procedures

There are only a couple of choices for mixed wastes.  In this case the

choice is obvious and easy.  The extraction will composed primarily of

phenol/chloroform,  This is an F002 waste under RCRA.

Phenol is a known poison, chloroform can also be toxic.  Note they would

not meet the criteria for a disinfectant under the bloodborne pathogens

standard.  So the mixture must be considered contaminated.

A biological incinerator cannot burn "chemicals" except in trace amounts.

A chemical waste incinerator can accept biological wastes without a

problem.

Send the mixture out as a chemical waste for incineration but indicate the

biological element.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU of         Tue, 5 Aug 1997

 11:33:32 MST-0700

>

>need recommendations on the decontamination of mixed

>radioactive/infectious waste;

>a lab doing a chloroform extraction of fatty acids from human neutrophils,

>remaining methanol and cellular debris, with radiolabel of

>tritium--does this need further disinfection or are these conditions

>considered stringent enought to denature the proteins and render them

>non-infectious

>Terry Stinnett

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 6 Aug 1997 09:25:27 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         HOUSER BRETT EXC CP US <brett.houser@USGR.MHS.CIBA.COM>

I need some help from the experts...

Question:  Has anyone ever had a problem with volatilization of selection

chemicals in growth media during the autoclaving of waste material.  Our

selection chemicals are usually antibiotics in the 100(s) of ppm range, and our

people are concerned about sensitization.

Any comments on this issue would be greatly appreciated.

Brett.Houser@cp.novartis.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 6 Aug 1997 09:51:19 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

In-Reply-To:  <"/GUID:7AED607AD70DD1119A020000F801FC22*"@MHS>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>Question:  Has anyone ever had a problem with volatilization of selection

>chemicals in growth media during the autoclaving of waste material.  Our

>selection chemicals are usually antibiotics in the 100(s) of ppm range,

and our

>people are concerned about sensitization.

I had a similar issue come up with the volatilization of potential

carcinogens, and subsequent exposure of autoclave operators. I never found

a way to actually quantify the exposure; without hard data to point to, I

wasn't able to reassure the employees that their exposures were "safe."

Eventually we ended up 1) installing a canopy hood over the autoclave

opening to collect and vent the steam, and when that didn't work, we 2) set

up an air line respirator system (using hoods rather than half mask or full

face respirators).

If your autoclave doesn't have to operate at max capacity all day, your

operator could wait to unload the autoclave until it is stone cold. Then

the chemicals that have been volatilized by the heat will have re-condensed

and have been diluted and flushed to the sanitary sewer.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 6 Aug 1997 14:21:19 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THOMPSON CHRISTINA Z <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: ***NO SUBJECT***

In-Reply-To:  <"/GUID:7AED607AD70DD1119A020000F801FC22"@NEWMAN.D52.LILLY.COM>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

First of all, most antibiotics are not very heat stable. They will most

likely be broken down/degraded/oxidized, whatever, in the heat of the

autoclave.  (That's why you have to filter sterilize them to add them to

media, rather than autoclaving them in the media during the preparation

stage.  That's also why you have to refrigerate your kids' liquid

formulations of antibiotics.)

They also are not very volatile.  You might look up an MSDS for the

particular compounds, or call the manufacturer, to see what their boiling

points are.  But they are much more likely to be broken down chemically

than be volatilized.  In your company, there ought to be some organic

chemists or microbiologists who know about the heat stability of

antibiotics.

I am not an expert on this topic - I just speak from experience in

antibiotic assay development and years of making and using media.  I know

of no incidents of antibiotic sensitization due to autoclaving media.  We

have lots of experience with antibiotic sensitization in other work

settings - manufacturing, analytical labs, etc.

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

Eli Lilly & Co.

** The opinions expressed here are my own, not those of Eli Lilly and

Company. **

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 6 Aug 1997 16:01:42 -0700

Reply-To:     alanejackson@geocities.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Alan E. Jackson" <alanejackson@GEOCITIES.COM>

Subject:      EMF NEWS!!!

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

PART 1.                                         JULY 4, 1997

   "THE PRINCIPLES OF FARMING ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF GROWING"

                               or

  "MAKING CHANGES IN THE ENVIRONMENT, SO AS TO PROMOTE HEALTH"

 First, you need to become aware of the "Theory of Magnetrition".

Once you gain an understanding of the general principles of which

this science is based, a clearer understanding of what I'm

sharing is made possible. So come back to this after you have

studied, or you will not be aware of the facts needed in order

to except the conclusions offered.

 Alright, good to have you back. Now we can work with the

knowledge that the astronauts suffer from "Magnetic Deficiency

Syndrome (MDS), (Known previously as osteoporosis), while in

space, (or when removed from their natural magnetic atmosphere).

And we can see that people here on earth also suffer from MDS

when their magnetic atmosphere is not what it should be, or

could be. From your study you should be in agreement with me

when I point out that the deterioration associated with MDS

goes much deeper then just to effect the bones. It is the

realization, that along with the deterioration of bone, someone

suffering the effects of MDS also suffers the deterioration of

their nuclear envelopes with in their cells, that I ask you to

keep in mind as we go farther in this study of the facts. It is

the fact that cancer is mainly caused by the nuclear envelopes

deterioration that I plan to build on. So, with the awareness

that all lab animals have been caused to show the effects of

MDS, due to their confinement, and therefore such experiments

invalid, we can continue.

 Second, you need to be aware of some facts found in the science

of chemistry. In order to fully grasp the point I will make, one

needs to have studied the information concerning "NIACIN".

Please do so now and then come back to this. Take your time,

do a good job, use many different sources from which to gain

the information to be studied. Thats what its there for. I'll

be here ready to continue, when you are.

PART 2.

   Warning: If requirements set forth in part 1 have not been

            met, you may find the following information insults

            your intelligence, rather then complimentary, as

            intended.

 Hay, wasn't that something. to learn that a smoker is getting

a much needed vitamin. One that strengthens the body tissues,

in a way that prevents the effects of the disease known as

pellagra. Most people think that smoking causes cancer, but

by our understanding of magnetrition we can see that cancer

cells, once having been formed due to the nuclear envelope

suffering from the effects of MDS, are able to reap the same

benefits that all the other cells get when a person smokes.

And then cancer would be found to be strong in the smoker, only

because the smoker is a better provider for the many cells of

his body. After having studied, doesn't it seem like a wise way

of looking at it, that a smoker is doing what a farmer does when

he adds a fertilizer to his field. And the farmer does not stop

putting fertilizer on the field because it helps the weeds also.

He adopts a method of weed control, and in the case of the

smoker we can use magnetrition as a kind of weed control, (you

did when you were younger). Rather then ask the body to be found

in a constant state of depravation in the hope that when a cancer

cell arises, its chances of getting sick and dyeing are made

better.

 So from the study of the facts, some old, some new, one can see,

that to smoke is another way to keep the doctor away. But its the

goal of the AMA to raise the doctors pay. And as our ancestors

have implied by smoking, if you want it done right, do it

yourself.

 Where only some are allowed to practice health care, others are

not.

 Have many jumped on a bandwagon that ain't playing the truth?

                                 At your service,

                                 Alan E. Jackson

                                 Box 7004

                                 Price, UT. 84501

                            (LEARNING LEADS TO LIVING)

                             alanejackson@hotmail.com

http://www.geocities.com/CapeCanaveral/7641

                                   MOSES=SMOKING!

                                   JESUS=BED!

                                    FORD=CAR!

                                    BELL=PHONE!

                                    KEEP MOVIN!!!

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 6 Aug 1997 23:43:20 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: ***NO SUBJECT***

This raises an interesting question.  Why don't drugs have Material safety

Data Sheets?  They are chemicals aren't they?

Regards, Bob

*Original Message follows*

Reply to message from THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM of Wed, 06 Aug

>

>First of all, most antibiotics are not very heat stable. They will most

>likely be broken down/degraded/oxidized, whatever, in the heat of the

>autoclave.  (That's why you have to filter sterilize them to add them to

>media, rather than autoclaving them in the media during the preparation

>stage.  That's also why you have to refrigerate your kids' liquid

>formulations of antibiotics.)

>

>They also are not very volatile.  You might look up an MSDS for the

>particular compounds, or call the manufacturer, to see what their boiling

>points are.  But they are much more likely to be broken down chemically

>than be volatilized.  In your company, there ought to be some organic

>chemists or microbiologists who know about the heat stability of

>antibiotics.

>

>I am not an expert on this topic - I just speak from experience in

>antibiotic assay development and years of making and using media.  I know

>of no incidents of antibiotic sensitization due to autoclaving media.  We

>have lots of experience with antibiotic sensitization in other work

>settings - manufacturing, analytical labs, etc.

>

>Chris Thompson

>Biosafety Officer

>Eli Lilly & Co.

>

>** The opinions expressed here are my own, not those of Eli Lilly and

>Company. **

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 7 Aug 1997 09:19:30 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: ***NO SUBJECT***

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Good Point Bob

This has always bugged me too.  They don't have them b/c drugs are

controlled by FDA (unless Illegal) and their use is approved (in some form

or another) in humans.  We all know that how and how much you use a drug is

the most important part in hazard assessment.  Assumming a drug is always

under an MDs control and only patients under his control will be exposed to

it, is hard to swallow.  All the patient care staff and research staff are

exposed to FDA controlled drugs too, along with the patients they are

approved for.  The way it is set up makes my job harder.  I constantly have

to remind MDs to handle their drugs like "chemicals" - just as capable of

causing harm to the staff as all the other chemicals in their labs.  Often

a "drug" chemical is assumed to be safe - and risk assesment and IBC

approval/review for use in patient care settings is not required by any

guideline I know of - it's hard to catch them all, before they start

spraying it around the hospital.

rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU ("Robert N. Latsch") on 08/06/97 11:43:20 PM

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

cc:

Subject:  Re: ***NO SUBJECT***

This raises an interesting question.  Why don't drugs have Material safety

Data Sheets?  They are chemicals aren't they?

Regards, Bob

*Original Message follows*

Reply to message from THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM of Wed, 06 Aug

>

>First of all, most antibiotics are not very heat stable. They will most

>likely be broken down/degraded/oxidized, whatever, in the heat of the

>autoclave.  (That's why you have to filter sterilize them to add them to

>media, rather than autoclaving them in the media during the preparation

>stage.  That's also why you have to refrigerate your kids' liquid

>formulations of antibiotics.)

>

>They also are not very volatile.  You might look up an MSDS for the

>particular compounds, or call the manufacturer, to see what their boiling

>points are.  But they are much more likely to be broken down chemically

>than be volatilized.  In your company, there ought to be some organic

>chemists or microbiologists who know about the heat stability of

>antibiotics.

>

>I am not an expert on this topic - I just speak from experience in

>antibiotic assay development and years of making and using media.  I know

>of no incidents of antibiotic sensitization due to autoclaving media.  We

>have lots of experience with antibiotic sensitization in other work

>settings - manufacturing, analytical labs, etc.

>

>Chris Thompson

>Biosafety Officer

>Eli Lilly & Co.

>

>** The opinions expressed here are my own, not those of Eli Lilly and

>Company. **

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __

____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental

Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 7 Aug 1997 15:41:40 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         THOMPSON CHRISTINA Z <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: ***NO SUBJECT***

In-Reply-To:  <862564EC.004AC67C.00@utm-notes-m2.mdacc.tmc.edu>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN; CHARSET=US-ASCII

That isn't exactly accurate, folks!  Drugs are supposed to have MSDSs.

Ours do. We have to write MSDSs for all of our products, and all of their

manufacturing intermediates (I used to work in that group).  Our employees

in research, development, pilot plants, and manufacturing have to handle

the compounds.  So under the OSHA hazcomm standard, we have to provide and

communicate hazard information to all of our employees.  These MSDSs are

available to anyone who wants.  At one point, the final formulated product

was exempt from the MSDS requirement (and I don't think that exemption

still holds true), but every ingredient had to have an MSDS in order for

workplace hazcomm requirements to be met.

Chris Thompson

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 7 Aug 1997 09:50:57 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      necropsy space

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

What is the general design for ventilation in necropsy areas?

Terry Stinnett

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 7 Aug 1997 16:55:14 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Select Agent Registration Fees

     I need assistance from other facilities who have gone through or are

     going through the registration and fee process for transfer of select

     agents.  The information I have regarding fees is that a large

     facility is defined as having laboratory areas and animal rooms that

     in combination total more than 5.  All laboratories must be under the

     supervision of one responsible facility official and must be located

     in the same single geographic site.

     How are University setting being assessed fees?  All buildings are

     reasonable located in the same geographic site, and all research is

     ultimately under the supervision of one responsible facility official,

     like the Asst. VP for Research.  Are multiple fees assessed for

     multiple buildings, or can they all be considered one facility?

     Thanks

     Cheri Marcham

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 7 Aug 1997 18:46:53 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: No Subject

Suggest you talk to Paul Jensen, Ph.D. at NIOSH (pej4@NIOPSE1.EM.CDC.GOV).

Paul has been working on the evaluation of occupational exposures (biological

and non-biological) from medical waste treatment technologies (autoclaves,

microwaves, and chemical systems.

Tell him you were referred by Ed Krisiunas.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

Consultant

Spectrum

Burlington, Connecticut

860-675-1217

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 8 Aug 1997 09:06:09 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 08/08/97 09:06:20 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Select Agent Registration Fees

*** Reply to note of 08/07/97 23:29

No, we are also strugling with this issue, but our medical campus would be one

facility, one fee, regardless of how many buildings we have. We are in the

process of surveying al;l principal investigators to determine future use

ofany of these agents and looking at the bulky registration package. Jairo

Betancourt- Univ. of Miami.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 8 Aug 1997 10:07:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Larry J. Thompson" <ljt2@CORNELL.EDU>

Subject:      necropsy space

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>From: "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

>Subject:      necropsy space

>What is the general design for ventilation in necropsy areas?

Terry,

I see nobody jumped on your question.  I have no pat answer but we are

working on an upgrade of our necropsy facilities here at Cornell.  Do you

have specific questions or areas of concern?

Right now we simply use fairly large exhaust fans at the top of our

2-story-high main necropsy room, and they expell the air through high

velocity exhaust towers (no recirculation, basically a mass transfer

effect).  In this main necropsy floor, we are most concerned about "stink"

from rotten large animal (cattle, horses, etc) carcasses, which we do a lot

of since we are the animal disease diagnostic lab for the state of NY.

(Our necropsy wing is surrounded by other buildings which appreciate the

dilution effects...)  We maintain a BSC on the floor for use with primates

and avians.  With zoonotics, we use appropriate PPE and avoid activities

that produce aerosols.  We are planning to renovate a separate room as a

'containment' area with filtered exhaust, but we will still have the BSC

within that room.

Within our BL2/BL3 animal containment facilility, we have designed a small

necropsy room with HEPA exhaust, 15 air changes per hour (no recirc), down

draft necropsy table, and the ability to catch and treat all fluids.  Walls

and ceilings are BL3 design.  Largest animals to be done there are sheep.

I guess the answer is the ventilation should match your desired level of

containment and the overall activity the necropsy is to do.  On our main

floor we handle all natural-outbreak diseases, including rabies, TB (avian

and bovine), salmonella, psittacosis, Q-fever etc.  In the containment area

(not on-line yet, hopefully early next year) it is designed to match the

animal BL3 guidelines.

Larry

Larry J. Thompson, DVM, PhD

Director of Biosafety

College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University                               Phone 607-253-3900

Upper Tower Road                                fax  607-253-3943

Ithaca, NY  14853                                LJT2@Cornell.edu

"We have to remember that what we observe is not

 nature herself but nature exposed to our method

 of questioning."       --Werner Heisenberg

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 8 Aug 1997 11:42:01 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: necropsy space

In-Reply-To:  <v03102801b010e104adc0@[128.253.13.47]>

In the best of all worlds, downdraft ventilation would be the best

way to go.  Necropsy is by its very nature is fairly messy work,

involving bone saws and other equipment with aerosol generating

potential.  A downdraft ventilation system would keep these potential

aerosols out of the breathing zone of your pathologists, necropsy

techs, etc.  If downdraft is not used, PPE would be a necessity for

necropsy personnel.   Obviously, the exhaust from these areas should

not be recirculated; it should also be discharged as far as possible

from existing air intakes to prevent reintreainment of odors and

potential pathogens.  I'm not sure if HEPA filtration would be

absolutely necessary; It would depend on the agents that are

typically found and how the necropsy procedures are conducted.

Hope this helps...

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^
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Date:         Fri, 8 Aug 1997 09:44:16 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chris Carlson <ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Select Agent Registration Fees

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We consider each RESEARCHER/FACULTY MEMBER/PI to be responsible for a lab

or set of labs, which are usually also in the same building.    This is a

different issue than the legally defined "responsible facility official" --

who on our campus is me, the biosafety officer.  It seemed rather

straight-forward to look at how many _PIs_ were using the listed select

agents and count them to determine what our fee level was.

BTW, we were extremely surprised at the magnitude of the fees.  I was

expecting it to be more like a few hundred to one-thousand dollars.  I have

heard a rumor that ASM was gathering information to protest to CDC.  Anyone

know anything about this?

Chris

Cheri Marcham wrote:

>     I need assistance from other facilities who have gone through or are

>     going through the registration and fee process for transfer of select

>     agents.  The information I have regarding fees is that a large

>     facility is defined as having laboratory areas and animal rooms that

>     in combination total more than 5.  All laboratories must be under the

>     supervision of one responsible facility official and must be located

>     in the same single geographic site.

>

>     How are University setting being assessed fees?  All buildings are

>     reasonable located in the same geographic site, and all research is

>     ultimately under the supervision of one responsible facility official,

>     like the Asst. VP for Research.  Are multiple fees assessed for

>     multiple buildings, or can they all be considered one facility?

>

*********************************************************************

Chris Carlson

Biosafety Officer

Office of Environment, Health & Safety

       317 University Hall - #1150

University of California

Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

phone: (510) 643-6562

e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

fax: (510) 643-7595

*********************************************************************

Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

*********************************************************************

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 11 Aug 1997 08:48:31 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      [jkeene@erols.com: Re: ***NO SUBJECT***]

The purpose of the MSDS, which is  an OSHA mandated document, is to inform

the EMPLOYEE how to handle the material safety and what dangers and risks

it presents.

They are also used to present information to the fire department.

Regards, Bob

    ================= Begin forwarded message =================

    From: jkeene@erols.com (John Keene)

    To: rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu (Robert N. Latsch)

    Subject: Re: ***NO SUBJECT***

    Date: Sat, 09 Aug

    Drugs don't have MSDS's because they have package inserts that tell

    about the side effects, and they are supposed to be used up and not

    disposed of as waste.

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 11 Aug 1997 11:57:48 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      safety eyewear
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Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

How are your institutions handling prescription safety eyewear?

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 11 Aug 1997 15:31:44 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: safety eyewear

Reply to message from Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU of         Mon, 11 Aug 1997

 11:57:48 MST-0700

>

>How are your institutions handling prescription safety eyewear?

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

******Reply*******

We are not sure that there is such an animal.  Prescription eyewear means

safety glasses.  While we do mandate that safety glasses be worn, we do not

consider safety glasses to be adequate eye protection except in limited

circumstances.  Even safety glasses with side shields are only considered

adequate protection from dusts and particulates.  Anytime we have airborne

mists, splashes or aerosols, we indicate that either face shields or goggles

be used.

Regards, Bob>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Date:         Mon, 11 Aug 1997 14:30:14 CST6CDT

Reply-To:     kboyett@healthsafe.uab.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kyle Boyett <KBOYETT@HEALTHSAFE.UAB.EDU>

Organization: UAB Occupational Health and Safety

Subject:      Canarypox Virus info.

Dear safety netters, Does anyone have any information regarding what

risk group classification and corresponding biosafety level canarypox

virus belongs in. Thanks in advance.

************************************************************

        Kyle Boyett

 kboyett@healthsafe.uab.edu

 Assistant Director of Biosafety

 The University of Alabama at Birmingham

*The preceeding has been MY opinion only. I am hereby DISCLAIMED!*

                                                                                                                   ...inter silvas Academia

                                                quaerere verum.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Re: safety eyewear

In-Reply-To:  <ECA3FA418DC@TELLURIDE.UCHSC.edu>
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

We have prescription and plano safety glasses made and fitted to employees

by a local optician who is associated with Mancine Optical, a firm in south

Jersey whose laboratory specializes in grinding  industrial safety glasses.

 The optician visits the company once a month, with a selection of safety

frames for employees to choose from and measures them.  They bring their

own prescription or he takes it from existing glasses.  Choice and proper

fitting have resulted in widespread acceptance of safety glasses.  We

require fixed attached side shields.  We charge back the cost of glasses to

each department.  We generally allow the person the same type of lenses

they use for their normal glasses so they don't have to switch from one

type of lens to another. ( except photogrey - which are not recommended for

safety glasses.  ie if they use Verilux graduated bifocals, they can have

them as safety glasses too.)  We also buy good cover glasses and supply at

entrance to labs for visitors.  Laura Newton

----------

> How are your institutions handling prescription safety eyewear?

> Terry Stinnett

> therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

> UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

> BioSafety Officer

> 4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

> Denver, CO 80262

> 303-315-6754

>
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Date:         Tue, 12 Aug 1997 08:39:33 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: safety eyewear

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 11:57 AM 8/11/97 MST-0700, you wrote:

>How are your institutions handling prescription safety eyewear?

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

At MIT personnel who need prescription safety glasses are provided them free

of charge via the Safety Office.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Wed, 13 Aug 1997 09:33:02 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      infectioius waste storage

MIME-Version: 1.0
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for those of you who are required to or choose to store infectious

waste in a cool environment, what is the temperature range, eg, 40

degrees F, or 4 degress C?  what are you using for that storage

facility? and what advice do you have?

thanks in advance

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Wed, 13 Aug 1997 11:27:44 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Dr. Theodore J. Klingen" <gstjk@SUNSET.BACKBONE.OLEMISS.EDU>

Subject:      Re: infectioius waste storage

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:33 AM 8/13/97 MST-0700, you wrote:

>for those of you who are required to or choose to store infectious

>waste in a cool environment, what is the temperature range, eg, 40

>degrees F, or 4 degress C?  what are you using for that storage

>facility? and what advice do you have?

>thanks in advance

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

At the University of Mississippi we use chest type freezers to store

biohazardous material until it is incinerated.

>

Dr. T. J. Klingen, Director

Department of Health & Safety

The University of Mississippi

200 Old Power Plant Rd.

University, MS  38677

Phone:  601-232-5433

FAX:    601-232-5480
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Chris Carlson <ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU>

Subject:      disinfectant for TB tissues

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Some help please...

I have an investigator who wants to do PCR on human lung tissue with

granulomas and sacrodarosis (sp?).  These conditions could be caused by

mycobacterium species.  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

ethanol.

My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they exempt

from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

My references disagree.  _Biosafety in the Laboratory_ National Research

Council, 1989, says alcohol is not good against tubercle bacilli.

_Laboratory Safety , Principles and Practice_, Fleming et. al., says

alcohol does work against tubercle bacilli.  Help!

Chris

*********************************************************************

Chris Carlson

Biosafety Officer

Office of Environment, Health & Safety

       317 University Hall - #1150

University of California

Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

phone: (510) 643-6562

e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

fax: (510) 643-7595

*********************************************************************

Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

*********************************************************************
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Date:         Thu, 14 Aug 1997 20:06:55 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Check the Table on Page 40 of the "Biosafet in the Laboratory"(1989).

It does not include alcohol as being effective against Mycobacteria.  In

fact, on page 18 of the same book, it even states that Mycobacteria in

tissue require a "prolonged exposure" to formalin for inactivation.

Alcohol does not necessarily render the tissue "sterile". Other organism

than Mycobacteria that are also resistant to the disinfectant activity

of alcohol might be present in the tissue.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 15 Aug 1997 09:10:57 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 04:20 PM 8/14/97 -0700, Chris Carlson wrote:

><SNIP>  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

>ethanol.

>

>My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they exempt

>from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

>therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

>

>

According to Disinfection, Sterilization and Preservation (4th ed.) ethanol

is effective against M. tb in culture and sputum, with killing times of 15

sec to 2 minutes depending upon whether it is dried or wet and conc. of

ethanol.  Whether ethanol will penetrate a cell and kill bacteria or viruses

within a cell is an entirely different question.  Regardless, ethanol (or

any other alcohol) is not a chemical sterilant.  Many viruses are not

effected by alcohols, thus the tissues would not be exempt from OSHA BBP

Standard.  If they used an EPA registered chemical sterilant such as

chlorine dioxide, gluteraldehyde, peracetic acid, 6-10% hydrogen peroxide,

then you could make a claim for exemption on the basis that the material has

been sterilized.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ann Rathbun <PLOLINGE@AM.PNU.COM>

Subject:      C. albicans
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Can someone provide me with information regarding recommended containment

guidelines for working with the fungus C. albicans.

Thanks,

Patty Olinger

Pharmacia & Upjohn Co.

PLOLINGE@am.pnu.com

616-833-7931

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 15 Aug 1997 11:19:52 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: C. albicans

     Hi, Patty --

     Candida albicans is considered a Risk Group 1 agent and requires only

     BSL1 containment, basically prudent practices.  However, if you are

     working with it in a purified and concentrated form, in high volume,

     in a recombinant form with enhanced infectivity or pathogenicity, or

     in any way associated with infants or human immunosuppression, I would

     elevate it to Risk Group 2 and handle it under BSL2 conditions.

     Hope this helps...

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: C. albicans

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    08/15/1997 8:42 AM

Can someone provide me with information regarding recommended containment

guidelines for working with the fungus C. albicans.

Thanks,

Patty Olinger

Pharmacia & Upjohn Co.

PLOLINGE@am.pnu.com

616-833-7931

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 15 Aug 1997 15:23:33 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Ed Krisiunas <EKrisiunas@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

1. Just because you have "fixed" a tissue, that does not mean one should let

their guard down. Precautions should still be taken to minimize spattering or

aerosolization. The BBP does include other diseases we tend to forget such as

HTLV-1, CJD, Brucellosis, etc. Staff should still determine the types of

hazards present, risks, and appropriate methods to minimize exposure.

2. EPA registered sterilants or disinfectants are based upon their use on

hard surfaces. Surfaces should be cleaned before disinfection or

sterilization. I don't think you'll be cleaning this tissue. Dr. Keene's

point on contact time and penetration is very relevant. In general, since

penetration and contact time will vary because of varying tissue sample size

(as well as unknown concentrations of organisms) however you treat or fix

these tissues before hand, you still need to handle them carefully, BBP

included or not.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

Consultant

Spectrum

Burlington, Connecticut
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Date:         Fri, 15 Aug 1997 16:18:48 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: C. albicans

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Although it is a "risk 1" agent, it is prudent to work with this at BL-2

because of potential pathogenicity.  People are always concerned about

working at BL-2, but it should be pointed out that most labs are built

to BL-2 specs if they have a Biosafety Cabinet, and that BL-2 procedures

are simply appropriate for microbiological work.  I try to remind people

that any organism in the wrong place at the right time can cause an

infection and minimum requirements for handling these agents in BL-2.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 15 Aug 1997 16:08:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I've got a question about this TB situation, that I'd like your opinions

on.   Got lots of similar concerns from our nursing staff a couple years

ago when we instituted the TB Guidelines.  I researched literature and was

informed by "Infectious disease experts" that for an individual to acquire

respiratory TB, the droplet nuclei (5 micron or smaller) had to be inhaled,

pass into the lower airways, then be phagocytized by macrophages.  It is

then walled off by scar tissue (--> the shadows they see on X-rays) and if

it grows at all, grows very slowly; thus accounting for the long latency

period.  They told me that the surfactant that coats TB droplet nuclei

plays an important part in the infection process.  Never understood exactly

why, but think it had something to do with surface characteristics imparted

to the droplet that allowed it to target the proper cells in the lung

alveolar region.  They implied that because of this, not just any old

floating TB bacilli was likely to "cause pulmonary TB", and the droplet

nuclei packaging was an important part of the mechanism of transmission.

This would explain why coughing and sneezing infected carriers were the

most dangerous source. The high incidence of PPD TB conversion in primate

care workers would support this explanation because of the ability of

primates to cough and sneeze.  And the likely hood of an infected mammal

with out the capacity to sneeze or cough a lot - like mice - would decrease

the risk.  Does this sound right to you guys?  If so, then alcohol fixed TB

bacilli (which I think would denature any lipophillic components of the

cell walls) might not be so hazardous.  Can any one clarify this further

for me, or give some supporting or refuting details?

Judy Pointer

U of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
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Date:         Tue, 19 Aug 1997 10:20:43 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Quick comments on TB

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I just got back from vacation on a beach in Virginia and it was great to have

all the biosafty e-mails to ease me back into thinking about biosafety again.

Quick comments on TB which may be old news by now...

Fixatives and lung tissue:

Whether the lungs are still considered potentially infectious for TB after

immersion in fixative is dependent on the volume of fixative in relation to

the tissue; [small piece of tissue in large volume of fixative is the goal]

even under ideal conditions, it is recommended to wait 24-48 hours before

cutting.  NCCLS has specific recommendations for using formaldehyde with

[20%?] alcohol added when fixing lung tissue in which TB is a suspected

contaminant. Usually histologists balk at even 20% alcohol for reasons

unrelated to safety--something about preservation of structure.. so they

usually compensate by using very small pieces of tissue in very large volumes

of fixative, and waiting longer before cutting--rarely a problem on a

research protocol. Sorry I can't look up exact times & concentrations because

I have loaned out my NCCLS "Protection of Laboratory Workers from Instrument

Biohazards; Proposed Guideline (1991)."--maybe someone else has a copy?. Or I

can look it up in a few days when I get it back. Also, there was a review

article on TB & tissue fixation listed in the last ABSA biosafety

bibliography which may be helpful.

TB in mice/guinea pigs:

I have never read such a graphic description of the TB infectious process.

That was interesting. I think you're right that the respiratory route risk is

neglible from mice; guinea pigs vocalize --would that be similar to singing

in humans? Anyway, with rodents, the aersolization comes from the excretion

of the organism into bedding, which is a big potential source of aerosols and

I think a documented source of infection.

E-mail me in a few days and  I should be able to look up the refs.

Karen Byers, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 44 Binney St. Boston, MA 02115

617-632-2890; karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu
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Date:         Tue, 19 Aug 1997 13:59:41 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Josh Switzky <Jswitz322@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Sr. Biological/Chemical Safety Specialist position

Senior Biological and Chemical Safety Specialist (SF Bay Area)

Position will develop and manage programs to promote compliance with all

applicable regulations, company policies and good practices for the following

programs: Chemical Safety including serve as chemical hygiene officer,

perform training, conduct audits, prepare documentation (Chemical Hygiene

Plan, Business Plan, and Chemical Inventories); and Biological Safety

including coordinate efforts of the Institutional Biosafety Committee conduct

audits, perform sampling, and manage biowaste disposal.  Candidate will

possess B.S. in chemical or biological sciences or equivalent (MS desirable),

5-7 years experience in chemical safety and biological safety.

All  inquiries/resumes should be directed to the consultant retained to

manage this hiring effort:

Joshua Switzky

Zweig White & Associates, Inc.

25 Kearny, Suite 500

San Francisco, CA  94108

Tel. (415) 296-9600

Fax (415) 296-8003
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Date:         Tue, 19 Aug 1997 13:52:00 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Betsy Gilman <egilman@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      NEBSA Meeting

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The next NEBSA (New England Biological Safety Association) meeting is

planned for Wednesday, September 17, 1997 at 5:30PM.  The meeting will be

held at the Harvard School of Public Health in Boston.  There will be a

buffet dinner and a speaker (TBA).  Look for more details in the coming week!

Any questions: call Betsy Gilman at 617-253-5564 or Richard Fink at

617-258-5647.
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Date:         Tue, 19 Aug 1997 15:09:51 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michelle DeStefano <destefam@CNYRC.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Quick comments on TB

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Karen,

I read with interest your comments on tb in mice.  I have never seen any

documentation that tb is indeed been proved to be excreted and thus present

in the bedding.  Surely it is handled as infectious, but my understanding is

that this theory is based on the fact that an animal caretaker converted

after changing cages from tb infected mice.  Since they were unable to prove

that the exposure was from an outside source, it was assumed to be from the

bedding.  You may also be aware that the new recommendations being

considered by the CDC for housing tb infected animals returns these animals

to a biohazard level 2 instead of the current level 3.  I would be extremely

interested in seeing the references you are mentioning.  Thanks in advance.

Michelle

At 10:20 AM 8/19/97 EDT, you wrote:

>I just got back from vacation on a beach in Virginia and it was great to have

>all the biosafty e-mails to ease me back into thinking about biosafety again.

>Quick comments on TB which may be old news by now...

>

>Fixatives and lung tissue:

>

>Whether the lungs are still considered potentially infectious for TB after

>immersion in fixative is dependent on the volume of fixative in relation to

>the tissue; [small piece of tissue in large volume of fixative is the goal]

>even under ideal conditions, it is recommended to wait 24-48 hours before

>cutting.  NCCLS has specific recommendations for using formaldehyde with

>[20%?] alcohol added when fixing lung tissue in which TB is a suspected

>contaminant. Usually histologists balk at even 20% alcohol for reasons

>unrelated to safety--something about preservation of structure.. so they

>usually compensate by using very small pieces of tissue in very large volumes

>of fixative, and waiting longer before cutting--rarely a problem on a

>research protocol. Sorry I can't look up exact times & concentrations because

>I have loaned out my NCCLS "Protection of Laboratory Workers from Instrument

>Biohazards; Proposed Guideline (1991)."--maybe someone else has a copy?. Or I

>can look it up in a few days when I get it back. Also, there was a review

>article on TB & tissue fixation listed in the last ABSA biosafety

>bibliography which may be helpful.

>

>TB in mice/guinea pigs:

>

>I have never read such a graphic description of the TB infectious process.

>That was interesting. I think you're right that the respiratory route risk is

>neglible from mice; guinea pigs vocalize --would that be similar to singing

>in humans? Anyway, with rodents, the aersolization comes from the excretion

>of the organism into bedding, which is a big potential source of aerosols and

>I think a documented source of infection.

>

>E-mail me in a few days and  I should be able to look up the refs.

>Karen Byers, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 44 Binney St. Boston, MA 02115

>617-632-2890; karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

>

>

Michelle DeStefano
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      DOT course
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For those who require shipping training which covers chemnicals, DOT offers a

Fall '97 COHMED Hazardous Materials Enforcement Conference which covers the

latest developments in hazmat regs and on October 19 & 20 will provide hazmat

courses with certificates awarded for successful completion,  Course location

is Holiday Inn Fairlane, Dearborne Conference Center, 5801 Southfield

Expressway, Detroit, MI 48228; reservations 800-465-4329; special rates for

COHMED attendees.

Conf. registration costs $125 (check payable to COHMED) and registration is

sent to Mike Eyer, Oregon DOT, 12348 N. Center Avenue Portland,Oregon 97217-

7871 Phone: 503-5790.

The Spring '98 COHMED conference will be April 19-23 in Atlanta, GA.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      ductless fume hoods

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

OK gang, what is the consensus?  We are looking at this for an

application that does NOT involve the use of chemicals, "just" the

manipulation of bone/tnedon/ligament specimens in a biomechanics lab.

The researcher tells me most people just handle these items on bench

top, but he is co-located near clinical space & there may be some

aroma from the bits of material left on the bones.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 19 Aug 1997 16:32:16 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         TERRY HOWARD <Terry.Howard@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Methyl Mercury Alternatives

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

One of our researchers wants to use methyl mercury hydroxide to

denature RNA.  The reason he wants to use this particular compound is

that it enables him to see both the positive and the negative strands

in the gel.  Are any of you particularly up on denaturing agents and

can you offer me any less hazardous alternatives for this particular

purpose?  The recent controversy over organic mercury exposures has

brought this issue to our attention and we would like to avoid the use

of organic mercury if we can.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 20 Aug 1997 08:56:32 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

OSHA is not citing people working with TB under the BBP standard.  They are

citing under the general duty clause.  This suggests that TB is not a BBP.

Human tissues and fluids fixed in formaldehyde are not considered to be

BBP.

The EPA maintains a list called "The EPA List of Approved Tuberculocidal

Disinfectants".  Ethyl Alcohol is not on this list.

While alcohol may kill TB(practical).

The government says that it does not(legal).

Hope this helps.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU of Thu, 14 Aug

>

>Some help please...

>I have an investigator who wants to do PCR on human lung tissue with

>granulomas and sacrodarosis (sp?).  These conditions could be caused by

>mycobacterium species.  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

>ethanol.

>

>My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they exempt

>from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

>therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

>

>My references disagree.  _Biosafety in the Laboratory_ National Research

>Council, 1989, says alcohol is not good against tubercle bacilli.

>_Laboratory Safety , Principles and Practice_, Fleming et. al., says

>alcohol does work against tubercle bacilli.  Help!

>

>Chris

>

>*********************************************************************

>Chris Carlson

>Biosafety Officer

>Office of Environment, Health & Safety

>       317 University Hall - #1150

>University of California

>Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

>

>phone: (510) 643-6562

>e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

>fax: (510) 643-7595

>*********************************************************************

>Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

>*********************************************************************

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 20 Aug 1997 09:08:14 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: ductless fume hoods

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 03:11 PM 8/19/97 MST-0700, you wrote:

>OK gang, what is the consensus?  We are looking at this for an

>application that does NOT involve the use of chemicals, "just" the

>manipulation of bone/tnedon/ligament specimens in a biomechanics lab.

>The researcher tells me most people just handle these items on bench

>top, but he is co-located near clinical space & there may be some

>aroma from the bits of material left on the bones.

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

Depends on the source of the materials - nonprimate animals - a ductless

fume hood would be just fine as the risk of infection is very low.  Primates

(human or nonhuman) - would need to test the containment of the ductless

hood.  I was involved in testing one a few years back - the thing leaked

like a sieve with some of the air going directly into the breathing zone of

anyone using the hood.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 20 Aug 1997 09:55:42 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Re: ductless fume hoods

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

For certain applications they are ok, even for work with chemicals (we used

it for asbestos).  You can get them hepa filtered.

At 03:11 PM 8/19/97 MST-0700, you wrote:

>OK gang, what is the consensus?  We are looking at this for an

>application that does NOT involve the use of chemicals, "just" the

>manipulation of bone/tnedon/ligament specimens in a biomechanics lab.

>The researcher tells me most people just handle these items on bench

>top, but he is co-located near clinical space & there may be some

>aroma from the bits of material left on the bones.

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

>

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 20 Aug 1997 09:34:00 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

Just a point of clarification:

The list maintained by the EPA is actually titled "Products registered with

the EPA which are labeled for use against Mycobacterium spp. (Tubercle

bacilli)".  The cover page that comes with the list when you order it

actually states that "Other companies may repackage and rename products but

do not change the formulation.  The renamed products do not appear on the

list."  Does that mean that those products are not effective against

Mycobacterium then?  Of course not.  This list is a prudent place to look

for an appropriate disinfectant, not an all encompassing list of everything

that is effective.   Note also that the list is of brand names, not generic

formulas (the product's active ingredients are  also listed, however).

 Clorox bleach is on the list, but other brands are not.  This does not mean

that 5.25% sodium hypochlorite sold under another brand name is less

effective against Mycobacterium spp.  No autoclaves are on the list either,

but autoclaving is an appropriate and acceptable method for decontaminating

materials contaminated with Mycobacterium spp.

Another point to clarify is what is "approved" as a disinfectant under the

Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.  If you actually read the standard, it does

not say anywhere that you must use an "approved" disinfectant for items

contaminated with bloodborne pathogens.  (d)(4)(ii)(A): "Contaminated work

surfaces shall be decontaminated with an appropriate disinfectant after

completion of procedures."

The only specification of any appropriate disinfection methods mentioned in

the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard are incineration and autoclaving (e)(2)(i):

"Standard microbiological practices.  All regulated waste shall either be

incinerated or decontaminated by a method such as autoclaving known to

effectively destroy bloodborne pathogens."

Of course it would be wise to consult the EPA lists when making a choice on

disinfectants, but that does not necessarily mean that nothing else is

appropriate.

FYI:

There is now a web site where you can get some information to call and order

the lists of antimicrobials registered with the EPA as sterilants, for use

against Mycobacterium spp.(Tubercle bacilli), or for use against HIV-1.  All

three lists will cost you $10.   (The web page has more detail).  The

address is:

                           http://ace.orst.edu/info/nain/

If you just want to call, the number is 1-800-447-6349

(7:30 am to 4:30 pm pacific time, M-F except for holidays)

or write:

Antimicrobial Complaint System

Oregon State University

333 Weniger Hall

Corvallis, OR  97331-6502

Hope this is useful.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Robert N. Latsch

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

Date: Wednesday, August 20, 1997 8:56AM

OSHA is not citing people working with TB under the BBP standard.  They are

citing under the general duty clause.  This suggests that TB is not a BBP.

Human tissues and fluids fixed in formaldehyde are not considered to be

BBP.

The EPA maintains a list called "The EPA List of Approved Tuberculocidal

Disinfectants".  Ethyl Alcohol is not on this list.

While alcohol may kill TB(practical).

The government says that it does not(legal).

Hope this helps.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU of Thu, 14 Aug

>

>Some help please...

>I have an investigator who wants to do PCR on human lung tissue with

>granulomas and sacrodarosis (sp?).  These conditions could be caused by

>mycobacterium species.  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

>ethanol.

>

>My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they exempt

>from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

>therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

>

>My references disagree.  _Biosafety in the Laboratory_ National Research

>Council, 1989, says alcohol is not good against tubercle bacilli.

>_Laboratory Safety , Principles and Practice_, Fleming et. al., says

>alcohol does work against tubercle bacilli.  Help!

>

>Chris

>

>*********************************************************************

>Chris Carlson

>Biosafety Officer

>Office of Environment, Health & Safety

>       317 University Hall - #1150

>University of California

>Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

>

>phone: (510) 643-6562

>e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

>fax: (510) 643-7595

>*********************************************************************

>Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

>*********************************************************************

>

>

 --

Robert N. Latsch  __

     ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Date:         Fri, 22 Aug 1997 04:03:36 PDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Laura B. Newton" <newtonl@PTD.NET>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

In-Reply-To:  <862564F4.00713CC7.00@utm-notes-m2.mdacc.tmc.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="ISO-8859-1"; X-MAPIextension=".TXT"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Judy, years ago one of my employees developed  a case of TB of the finger

due to a needlestick with a TB syringe contaminated with a culture of TB

from the Bactec system,  just above the fingernail.  A black place started

growing under the nail, which was subsequently cultured to be TB.  I would

extrapolate that scalpel use with TB tissue would pose a potential risk of

parenteral exposure, and that sharps control would also be important in

containing this organism, even in the absence of aerosol potential.

Laura Newton

Consultant

Newton Health and Safety

newtonl@ptd.net

----------

> I've got a question about this TB situation, that I'd like your opinions

> on.   Got lots of similar concerns from our nursing staff a couple years

> ago when we instituted the TB Guidelines.  I researched literature and was

> informed by "Infectious disease experts" that for an individual to acquire

> respiratory TB, the droplet nuclei (5 micron or smaller) had to be

inhaled,

> pass into the lower airways, then be phagocytized by macrophages.  It is

> then walled off by scar tissue (--> the shadows they see on X-rays) and if

> it grows at all, grows very slowly; thus accounting for the long latency

> period.  They told me that the surfactant that coats TB droplet nuclei

> plays an important part in the infection process.  Never understood

exactly

> why, but think it had something to do with surface characteristics

imparted

> to the droplet that allowed it to target the proper cells in the lung

> alveolar region.  They implied that because of this, not just any old

> floating TB bacilli was likely to "cause pulmonary TB", and the droplet

> nuclei packaging was an important part of the mechanism of transmission.

> This would explain why coughing and sneezing infected carriers were the

> most dangerous source. The high incidence of PPD TB conversion in primate

> care workers would support this explanation because of the ability of

> primates to cough and sneeze.  And the likely hood of an infected mammal

> with out the capacity to sneeze or cough a lot - like mice - would

decrease

> the risk.  Does this sound right to you guys?  If so, then alcohol fixed

TB

> bacilli (which I think would denature any lipophillic components of the

> cell walls) might not be so hazardous.  Can any one clarify this further

> for me, or give some supporting or refuting details?

>

> Judy Pointer

> U of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 22 Aug 1997 13:31:50 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         kees de gooijer <Kees.deGooijer@ALGEMEEN.PK.WAU.NL>

Subject:      Call for platform on ethical, legal & social aspects BT, Europe

Dear readers,

Via this, I would like to ask your kind attention for an initiative that is

being taken from the Netherlands, aiming to come to an Internet platform on

ethical, legal and social aspects of biotechnology.

A first step will be to submit the project proposal to the European

Commission for support under the horizontal activities on ELSA within the

BIOTECHII programme. For this, we are curreently composing an European

consortium of interested organisations / persons/ companies.

To express your interest and further inormation, please visit the

information page at

http://www.w-projects.net

Comments are always welcome, further distribution of this message is outmost

appreciated.

Much obliged,

Jan Benedictus,

The Hague, NL.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

J.N. Benedictus, MSc.

Wageningen Projects,

Internet consultant for the agribusiness.

+ 31 - 070 32 42 0 52

http://www.w-projects.net

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please respond via the web, otherwise to

j.benedictus@w-projects.net

but in no case to me, I'm just forwarding this message..... thanks !

kees

Dr.Ir. C.D. (Kees) de Gooijer

||   //  //

||  //| //

|| // |// Wageningen Agricultural University

||//  |/  Food- & Bioprocess Engineering Group

          P.O. Box 8129, 6700 EV Wageningen, The Netherlands

Phone : ()31-317-483975, Fax : ()31-317-482237

Dutch Biotechnology Association : WWW.KNCV.NL/SECTIES/NBV/

Bioprocess Engineering : WWW.SPB.WAU.NL/T34/NL/

Animal-cell disc.group : LISTSERV@LX1.ZOD.WAU.NL - SUBSCRIBE ACDF-L
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Date:         Fri, 22 Aug 1997 11:04:27 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Betsy Gilman <egilman@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      NEBSA Meeting

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The next NEBSA (New England Biological Safety Association) meeting will take

place on Wednesday, September 17, 1997, at the Harvard School of Public

Health, Kresge Building, 677 Huntington Avenue, Boston, Massachusetts.

Details are as follows:

Networking:             5:30-6:00 PM

Dinner:                 6:00 PM

                        $17 per person

                        Shrimp Scampi on Linguine, Salad, Garlic Bread, Wine

                        Dessert, Coffee, Tea

Business Meeting:

Presentation:           7:00 PM

                        "Prevention of Transmission of Tuberculosis"

                        Edward Nardell, MD

                        Tuberculosis Control Officer, Mass. Dept. of Public

Health

Questions regarding the meeting should be directed to Betsy Gilman

(617-253-5564), Richard Fink (617-258-5647) or Dr. Melvin First (617-432-1164).

The Kresge Building is easily accessible from the Green Line "T" (E Line).

There are pay-parking facilities available at the various hospitals in the

Longwood Medical Area.

RSVP and send checks by September 10, 1997 to:

        Richard Fink, MIT Biosafety Office

        77 Massachusetts Avenue, 56-255

        Cambridge, MA  02139

        (Checks payable to "Richard Fink")

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 24 Aug 1997 11:23:28 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

The writer of this clarification has put their own interpretation on this.

This is something I tried not to do. I asked OSHA.  They said only bleach

or a disinfectant on this list will be considered a good disinfectant for

BBP.

This now becomes a risk management situation.  If I am right and this

information is ignored, then their is a technical violation.  Do what I

did, ask OSHA.  But do not call the local office.  This information is

offered to prevent problems.  Take it in that light.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from jajohns@iastate.edu of Wed, 20 Aug

>

>

>Just a point of clarification:

>The list maintained by the EPA is actually titled "Products registered with

>the EPA which are labeled for use against Mycobacterium spp. (Tubercle

>bacilli)".  The cover page that comes with the list when you order it

>actually states that "Other companies may repackage and rename products but

>do not change the formulation.  The renamed products do not appear on the

>list."  Does that mean that those products are not effective against

>Mycobacterium then?  Of course not.  This list is a prudent place to look

>for an appropriate disinfectant, not an all encompassing list of everything

>that is effective.   Note also that the list is of brand names, not generic

>formulas (the product's active ingredients are  also listed, however).

> Clorox bleach is on the list, but other brands are not.  This does not mean

>that 5.25% sodium hypochlorite sold under another brand name is less

>effective against Mycobacterium spp.  No autoclaves are on the list either,

>but autoclaving is an appropriate and acceptable method for decontaminating

>materials contaminated with Mycobacterium spp.

>

>Another point to clarify is what is "approved" as a disinfectant under the

>Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.  If you actually read the standard, it does

>not say anywhere that you must use an "approved" disinfectant for items

>contaminated with bloodborne pathogens.  (d)(4)(ii)(A): "Contaminated work

>surfaces shall be decontaminated with an appropriate disinfectant after

>completion of procedures."

>The only specification of any appropriate disinfection methods mentioned in

>the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard are incineration and autoclaving (e)(2)(i):

>"Standard microbiological practices.  All regulated waste shall either be

>incinerated or decontaminated by a method such as autoclaving known to

>effectively destroy bloodborne pathogens."

>Of course it would be wise to consult the EPA lists when making a choice on

>disinfectants, but that does not necessarily mean that nothing else is

>appropriate.

>

>FYI:

>There is now a web site where you can get some information to call and order

>the lists of antimicrobials registered with the EPA as sterilants, for use

>against Mycobacterium spp.(Tubercle bacilli), or for use against HIV-1.  All

>three lists will cost you $10.   (The web page has more detail).  The

>address is:

>                           http://ace.orst.edu/info/nain/

>

>If you just want to call, the number is 1-800-447-6349

>(7:30 am to 4:30 pm pacific time, M-F except for holidays)

>or write:

>Antimicrobial Complaint System

>Oregon State University

>333 Weniger Hall

>Corvallis, OR  97331-6502

>

>

>Hope this is useful.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

>

>

> ----------

>From: Robert N. Latsch

>To: BIOSAFTY

>Subject: Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

>Date: Wednesday, August 20, 1997 8:56AM

>

>OSHA is not citing people working with TB under the BBP standard.  They are

>citing under the general duty clause.  This suggests that TB is not a BBP.

>

>Human tissues and fluids fixed in formaldehyde are not considered to be

>BBP.

>

>The EPA maintains a list called "The EPA List of Approved Tuberculocidal

>Disinfectants".  Ethyl Alcohol is not on this list.

>

>While alcohol may kill TB(practical).

>The government says that it does not(legal).

>

>Hope this helps.

>

>Regards, Bob

>

>Reply to message from ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU of Thu, 14 Aug

>>

>>Some help please...

>>I have an investigator who wants to do PCR on human lung tissue with

>>granulomas and sacrodarosis (sp?).  These conditions could be caused by

>>mycobacterium species.  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

>>ethanol.

>>

>>My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they exempt

>>from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

>>therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

>>

>>My references disagree.  _Biosafety in the Laboratory_ National Research

>>Council, 1989, says alcohol is not good against tubercle bacilli.

>>_Laboratory Safety , Principles and Practice_, Fleming et. al., says

>>alcohol does work against tubercle bacilli.  Help!

>>

>>Chris

>>

>>*********************************************************************

>>Chris Carlson

>>Biosafety Officer

>>Office of Environment, Health & Safety

>>       317 University Hall - #1150

>>University of California

>>Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

>>

>>phone: (510) 643-6562

>>e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

>>fax: (510) 643-7595

>>*********************************************************************

>>Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

>>*********************************************************************

>>

>>

>

> --

>Robert N. Latsch  __

>     ____________________________________________________

>27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

>Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

>USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 10:35:44 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      1st EBSA Annual Conference

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The European Biosafety Association (EBSA) will be holding its first annual

conference at the Central Public Health Laboratory (London, UK) on 27th

November 1997.

The theme will be `European Biosafety - towards the millenium'.  Top

European Experts will be presenting the latest news on biosafety issues.

Non-members welcome.

Details:

Christine Walton,

Public Health Laboratory Service,

61 Colindale Avenue, Colindale,

London NW9 5HT, United Kingdom,

Ph.: + 44 (0) 181 200 4400 ext 3954.

EBSA Web Site : http://biosafety.ihe.be/EBSA/HomeEBSA.html

Didier Breyer

dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 11:02:00 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      FW: disinfectant for TB tissues

Thanks for the discussion on this subject, Bob.

I actually was not trying to put my own interpretation on this issue, but

stating what is actually written in the BBP Standard and the EPA lists.  As

Bob mentioned, this does indeed become a risk management situation.  Are we

supposed to go by what regulatory standards say, or by what regulatory

personnel interpret them to mean?  I have found that you can get different

interpretations from regulatory agencies depending on which person you talk

to on a given day.  It makes no sense that a  product that has the exact

same formulation as a product on the EPA list, but has a different brand

name, is not an appropriate disinfectant.

I guess the best we can do is use our own common sense and get

interpretations in writing.  How do the rest of you deal with these issues?

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

 ----------

From: rnl2

To: jajohns

Subject: Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

Date: Sunday, August 24, 1997 11:17AM

Reply to message from jajohns@iastate.edu of Wed, 20 Aug

This point of clarification has put the writer's own interpretation on

this.  I tried not to do that.  My method was very simple.  I asked OSHA.

I did not call my local office, I called another.

They were very specific.  If it ain't on the list or it isn't bleach, it is

not a disinfectant for  BBP purposes.  I so not say I like it, I am simply

reporting what I found.  This now becomes a risk management situation.  If

I am right and you ignore this information what risks do you run?  You do

not have to take what I say as gospel.  Call OSHA:)

Regards, Bob

>

>

>Just a point of clarification:

>The list maintained by the EPA is actually titled "Products registered with

>the EPA which are labeled for use against Mycobacterium spp. (Tubercle

>bacilli)".  The cover page that comes with the list when you order it

>actually states that "Other companies may repackage and rename products but

>do not change the formulation.  The renamed products do not appear on the

>list."  Does that mean that those products are not effective against

>Mycobacterium then?  Of course not.  This list is a prudent place to look

>for an appropriate disinfectant, not an all encompassing list of everything

>that is effective.   Note also that the list is of brand names, not generic

>formulas (the product's active ingredients are  also listed, however).

> Clorox bleach is on the list, but other brands are not.  This does not

mean

>that 5.25% sodium hypochlorite sold under another brand name is less

>effective against Mycobacterium spp.  No autoclaves are on the list either,

>but autoclaving is an appropriate and acceptable method for decontaminating

>materials contaminated with Mycobacterium spp.

>

>Another point to clarify is what is "approved" as a disinfectant under the

>Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.  If you actually read the standard, it does

>not say anywhere that you must use an "approved" disinfectant for items

>contaminated with bloodborne pathogens.  (d)(4)(ii)(A): "Contaminated work

>surfaces shall be decontaminated with an appropriate disinfectant after

>completion of procedures."

>The only specification of any appropriate disinfection methods mentioned in

>the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard are incineration and autoclaving

(e)(2)(i):

>"Standard microbiological practices.  All regulated waste shall either be

>incinerated or decontaminated by a method such as autoclaving known to

>effectively destroy bloodborne pathogens."

>Of course it would be wise to consult the EPA lists when making a choice on

>disinfectants, but that does not necessarily mean that nothing else is

>appropriate.

>

>FYI:

>There is now a web site where you can get some information to call and

order

>the lists of antimicrobials registered with the EPA as sterilants, for use

>against Mycobacterium spp.(Tubercle bacilli), or for use against HIV-1.

 All

>three lists will cost you $10.   (The web page has more detail).  The

>address is:

>                           http://ace.orst.edu/info/nain/

>

>If you just want to call, the number is 1-800-447-6349

>(7:30 am to 4:30 pm pacific time, M-F except for holidays)

>or write:

>Antimicrobial Complaint System

>Oregon State University

>333 Weniger Hall

>Corvallis, OR  97331-6502

>

>

>Hope this is useful.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu

>

>

> ----------

>From: Robert N. Latsch

>To: BIOSAFTY

>Subject: Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

>Date: Wednesday, August 20, 1997 8:56AM

>

>OSHA is not citing people working with TB under the BBP standard.  They are

>citing under the general duty clause.  This suggests that TB is not a BBP.

>

>Human tissues and fluids fixed in formaldehyde are not considered to be

>BBP.

>

>The EPA maintains a list called "The EPA List of Approved Tuberculocidal

>Disinfectants".  Ethyl Alcohol is not on this list.

>

>While alcohol may kill TB(practical).

>The government says that it does not(legal).

>

>Hope this helps.

>

>Regards, Bob

>

>Reply to message from ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU of Thu, 14 Aug

>>

>>Some help please...

>>I have an investigator who wants to do PCR on human lung tissue with

>>granulomas and sacrodarosis (sp?).  These conditions could be caused by

>>mycobacterium species.  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

>>ethanol.

>>

>>My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they exempt

>>from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

>>therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

>>

>>My references disagree.  _Biosafety in the Laboratory_ National Research

>>Council, 1989, says alcohol is not good against tubercle bacilli.

>>_Laboratory Safety , Principles and Practice_, Fleming et. al., says

>>alcohol does work against tubercle bacilli.  Help!

>>

>>Chris

>>

>>*********************************************************************

>>Chris Carlson

>>Biosafety Officer

>>Office of Environment, Health & Safety

>>       317 University Hall - #1150

>>University of California

>>Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

>>

>>phone: (510) 643-6562

>>e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

>>fax: (510) 643-7595

>>*********************************************************************

>>Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

>>*********************************************************************

>>

>>

>

> --

>Robert N. Latsch  __

>     ____________________________________________________

>27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

>Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

>USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental

Safety

>

>

 --

Robert N. Latsch  __

     ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 13:35:11 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Position Opening.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We have an Open Position for a Senior Safety Specialist (Position

Requisition # 5438) within the Biological and Laboratory Safety Program,

Safety and Environmental Protection Program (SEPP) at SAIC Frederick,

NCI-FCRDC.  Interested parties should send a cover letter, resume, and

salary requirements to M. Elizabeth Battle, Employment Representative, Human

Resources Department.  Do not send resumes to me directly.  The Address is,

NCI-Frederick Cancer Research and Development Center

PO Box B

Frederick, MD 21702-1201

You may also contact the Human Resource Department through Email

HR@mail.ncifcrf.gov, by FAX (301) 846-5172 or by calling their toll free #

(800) 343-2732.

Position Duties Include:

Assisting the Biological Safety Officer and other safety specialists in the

operation and expansion of a comprehensive biological safety program.

Conducts various types of biological and laboratory safety training.

Conducts Laboratory Safety Inspections and reports on findings.

Coordinates our in-house biological safety cabinet certification program.

Professionally decontaminates biological safety cabinets.

Administers our work authorization tag program.

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 13:41:22 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: FW: disinfectant for TB tissues

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Bottom line is that the BBP standard is a performance standard and only

requires that you protect personnel, how you do it is up to you provided

you can demonstrate that you are protecting personnel.  It's time we

stopped trying to "be in compliance" and demonstrate to any "regulators"

that we are protecting people.  BBP says to use an appropriate

disinfectant.  OSHA's interpretation of 'appropriate' is any "EPA

registered hospital disinfectant with tuberculocidal activity".

Hypochlorite is hypochlorite no matter where it comes from or how it is

bottled/packaged.  If Chlorox is accepted, then other forms of

bleach/hypochlorite should be acceptable provided the concentration is

the same.  Most OSHA compliance people do not have much experience in

biosafety, and address potential microbial exposures in a manner similar

to Chemical and radioactive exposures.  It is up to us to show them what

is appropriate for protection of our personnel.

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 14:24:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: disinfectant for TB tissues -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Bob, I think you missed the point and, interpretation if any, was limited.

There are numerous ways to inactivate infectious agents.  People at the

bench do it all the time -- not blindly, but with science to back it up.  This

is for everyday procedures necessary to perform their work.

Unfortunately some of the practicality required for the everyday "stuff"

gets lost by those who only write from emotion and mis-guided

perceptions.  We have to help and assist, not follow blindly.

Sorry Chris, This does nothing for your original question.

S. Rusk

National Animal Disease Center

>>> "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU> 08/24/97 10:23am >>>

The writer of this clarification has put their own interpretation on this.

This is something I tried not to do. I asked OSHA.  They said only bleach

or a disinfectant on this list will be considered a good disinfectant for

BBP.

This now becomes a risk management situation.  If I am right and this

information is ignored, then their is a technical violation.  Do what I

did, ask OSHA.  But do not call the local office.  This information is

offered to prevent problems.  Take it in that light.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from jajohns@iastate.edu of Wed, 20 Aug

>

>

>Just a point of clarification:

>The list maintained by the EPA is actually titled "Products registered with

>the EPA which are labeled for use against Mycobacterium spp.

(Tubercle

>bacilli)".  The cover page that comes with the list when you order it

>actually states that "Other companies may repackage and rename

products but

>do not change the formulation.  The renamed products do not appear on

the

>list."  Does that mean that those products are not effective against

>Mycobacterium then?  Of course not.  This list is a prudent place to look

>for an appropriate disinfectant, not an all encompassing list of

everything

>that is effective.   Note also that the list is of brand names, not generic

>formulas (the product's active ingredients are  also listed, however).

> Clorox bleach is on the list, but other brands are not.  This does not

mean

>that 5.25% sodium hypochlorite sold under another brand name is less

>effective against Mycobacterium spp.  No autoclaves are on the list

either,

>but autoclaving is an appropriate and acceptable method for

decontaminating

>materials contaminated with Mycobacterium spp.

>

>Another point to clarify is what is "approved" as a disinfectant under

the

>Bloodborne Pathogen Standard.  If you actually read the standard, it

does

>not say anywhere that you must use an "approved" disinfectant for

items

>contaminated with bloodborne pathogens.  (d)(4)(ii)(A): "Contaminated

work

>surfaces shall be decontaminated with an appropriate disinfectant after

>completion of procedures."

>The only specification of any appropriate disinfection methods

mentioned in

>the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard are incineration and autoclaving

(e)(2)(i):

>"Standard microbiological practices.  All regulated waste shall either be

>incinerated or decontaminated by a method such as autoclaving known

to

>effectively destroy bloodborne pathogens."

>Of course it would be wise to consult the EPA lists when making a

choice on

>disinfectants, but that does not necessarily mean that nothing else is

>appropriate.

>

>FYI:

>There is now a web site where you can get some information to call

and order

>the lists of antimicrobials registered with the EPA as sterilants, for use

>against Mycobacterium spp.(Tubercle bacilli), or for use against HIV-1.

All

>three lists will cost you $10.   (The web page has more detail).  The

>address is:

>                           http://ace.orst.edu/info/nain/

>

>If you just want to call, the number is 1-800-447-6349

>(7:30 am to 4:30 pm pacific time, M-F except for holidays)

>or write:

>Antimicrobial Complaint System

>Oregon State University

>333 Weniger Hall

>Corvallis, OR  97331-6502

>

>

>Hope this is useful.

>

>Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>Environmental Health and Safety

>118 Agronomy Lab

>Iowa State University

>Ames, IA  50011

>phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu

>

>

> ----------

>From: Robert N. Latsch

>To: BIOSAFTY

>Subject: Re: disinfectant for TB tissues

>Date: Wednesday, August 20, 1997 8:56AM

>

>OSHA is not citing people working with TB under the BBP standard.

They are

>citing under the general duty clause.  This suggests that TB is not a

BBP.

>

>Human tissues and fluids fixed in formaldehyde are not considered to

be

>BBP.

>

>The EPA maintains a list called "The EPA List of Approved

Tuberculocidal

>Disinfectants".  Ethyl Alcohol is not on this list.

>

>While alcohol may kill TB(practical).

>The government says that it does not(legal).

>

>Hope this helps.

>

>Regards, Bob

>

>Reply to message from ccarlson@UCLINK4.BERKELEY.EDU of Thu, 14

Aug

>>

>>Some help please...

>>I have an investigator who wants to do PCR on human lung tissue with

>>granulomas and sacrodarosis (sp?).  These conditions could be

caused by

>>mycobacterium species.  The primary lung tissues will be put into 80%

>>ethanol.

>>

>>My question is: Does ethanol render the tissues sterile? Are they

exempt

>>from the Bloodborne Pathogen Standard because they are "fixed" and

>>therefore safe to handle with no unusual precautions?

>>

>>My references disagree.  _Biosafety in the Laboratory_ National

Research

>>Council, 1989, says alcohol is not good against tubercle bacilli.

>>_Laboratory Safety , Principles and Practice_, Fleming et. al., says

>>alcohol does work against tubercle bacilli.  Help!

>>

>>Chris

>>

>>*********************************************************************

>>Chris Carlson

>>Biosafety Officer

>>Office of Environment, Health & Safety

>>       317 University Hall - #1150

>>University of California

>>Berkeley, CA 94720-1150

>>

>>phone: (510) 643-6562

>>e-mail:  ccarlson@uclink4.berkeley.edu

>>fax: (510) 643-7595

>>*********************************************************************

>>Visit our Web Site at http://www.ehs.berkeley.edu

>>*********************************************************************

>>

>>

>

> --

>Robert N. Latsch  __

>     ____________________________________________________

>27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

>Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

>USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental

Safety

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __

____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental

Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 15:18:51 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      vaccum line protection

     I am scheduled to meet with researchers who are moving into out brand

     new research facility next month with the topic of discussion to be

     house vacuum line protection.  I have information from the recently

     attended Johns Hopkins Biosafety course which recommends two

     collection flasks in series with a filter prior to the wall

     connection, but there is no reference as to source of this

     requirement.

     What I want to know is, in reality, what are facilities using for

     vacuum line protection in typical BSL2 facilities?  Then, while you're

     at it, what are you using for BSL3 facilities?

     Thanks in advance for your input.

     Cheri Marcham

     OUHSC

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 16:32:55 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re: vaccum line protection

At BSL 2 we have have only one "trap" flask, which is in addition to the

collection flask. The "trap" flask has undiluted disinfectant (enough to yield

the the minimum desired concentration were the trap to become filled). The

collection flask is of course placed before the trap and a HEPA filter is placed

in-line after the trap. In spite of these precautions, we have established

procedures for the decontamination and cleaning of the house vacuum tanks prior

to servicing.

At BSL 3 we do not connect to house vacuum at all. Pumps in the lab are

protected as described above for BSL 2.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: vaccum line protection

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    8/25/97 4:15 PM

     I am scheduled to meet with researchers who are moving into out brand

     new research facility next month with the topic of discussion to be

     house vacuum line protection.  I have information from the recently

     attended Johns Hopkins Biosafety course which recommends two

     collection flasks in series with a filter prior to the wall

     connection, but there is no reference as to source of this

     requirement.

     What I want to know is, in reality, what are facilities using for

     vacuum line protection in typical BSL2 facilities?  Then, while you're

     at it, what are you using for BSL3 facilities?

     Thanks in advance for your input.

     Cheri Marcham

     OUHSC

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 25 Aug 1997 18:19:52 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: vaccum line protection

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

This is not a requirement, but is just good practice to minimize the

potential for transfer of infectious materials into the vacuum line.  I

recommend this type of protection to my clients.  It is easy to do and

is not very expensive.  Just adds an extra layer of protection on,

that's all.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 12:45:09 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      HeLa cell lines and BBP

     Y'all have just been great to answer a great many questions for me.  I

     have another that I am just really wrestling with.  I am trying to

     figure out how to deal with HeLa cells and the BBP reg.  The

     interpretation I was given at the Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course was

     that primary cell lines are new lines, i.e., only a few

     transformations have occurred and so therefore they are to be

     considered PIM.  HeLa cells are "old" cell lines so are exempt. I have

     read the OSHA letter of interpretation over and over again regarding

     human cell lines and primary cell explants and I just don't see that

     interpretation.

     Where does your organization stand on whether HeLa cell lines are PIM,

     and why do you believe that to be the correct interpretation?

     Do your researchers actually test the cells as the OSHA interpretation

     letter states?

     I will have a difficult time justifying requiring researchers to

     either test or consider HeLa as PIM without backup from experts like

     you.

     Thanks again for all the expertise.

     Cheri Marcham

     OUHSC

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 12:49:26 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      vacuum filter vendors?

     OK - one more stupid question.

     Where can the researchers buy the HEPA filters for the vacuum line

     protection?

     Vendors, phone numbers,and catalog numbers will be greatly

     appreciated, so I can make it very simple for the researchers, and

     they have no excuse for not purchasing them.

     Thanks again.

     Cheri Marcham

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 14:54:32 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vacuum filter vendors?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 12:49 PM 8/26/97 CST, you wrote:

>     OK - one more stupid question.

>

>     Where can the researchers buy the HEPA filters for the vacuum line

>     protection?

<snip>

>     Cheri Marcham

>     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

>

Whatman Vacu-Guard (#6722-5000 and 6722-5001) - sold by VWR (1-800-932-5000)

Gelman Vacushield (#4402) - VWR used to sell them, but didn't see them in

the current catalog.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 15:14:20 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Pamela Hubley <Pamela_Hubley@MILLIPORE.COM>

Subject:      Re: vacuum filter vendors?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

In reference to the question regarding info. on vacuum line protection

filters, Millipore Corporation offers the Millex FG50's.  Call

1-800-645-5476.  Technical Service can be accessed at this number by

pressing 1, if you want information on specific applications.

Pamela Hubley

Health and Safety Engineer

Millipore Corporation

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 16:14:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      TTX Allowable Use Concentrations

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

As many on this list probably know, use of tetrodotoxin (TTX) in

concentrations above an LD50 of 100 ng/kg body weight (mouse; i.p.) is

exempt from registration requirements (and fees!) under the CDC Select

Agents Guidelines.

My question is, how can I directly relate a use concentration (e.g., 3ug

TTX/50ml buffer, or 100 nMolar solution) to a stated allowable LD50 value

in the regs (e.g. 100 ng/kg)?

In this case, using an RTECs reported LD50 of 8 ug/kg for TTX, I've already

arrived at an answer that shows a concentration below the limit of

registration by working it out based on a toxicological standard 70 kg man.

That is, 8,000ng/kg X 70 kg is the MAX allowable dose, and any less than 56

ug is therefore acceptable.

Is there a more direct way?

Thanks for all comments.

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director/Risk Manager - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Office: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

Pager:  (713) 971-0728          Mobile: (713) 907-5196

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/administration/epsd.html

___________________________________________________________________

              == "de gustibus non est disputandum" ==

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 16:46:31 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vacuum filter vendors?

In-Reply-To:  <9707268726.AA872627414@cclink.uokhsc.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

I ordered some vent filters from VWR scientific 800-932-5000 that look as

though they might work for you.  They are Whatman No. 6723-5000, or VWR

No. 28137-860.  My purpose was to filter HVAC sensor lines into BSL-3

areas, but for small air volumes during filtering they may be what you

need.

On Tue, 26 Aug 1997, Cheri Marcham wrote:

>      OK - one more stupid question.

>

>      Where can the researchers buy the HEPA filters for the vacuum line

>      protection?

>

>      Vendors, phone numbers,and catalog numbers will be greatly

>      appreciated, so I can make it very simple for the researchers, and

>      they have no excuse for not purchasing them.

>

>      Thanks again.

>

>      Cheri Marcham

>      cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 17:30:42 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Cheri Marcham <cheri.marcham@CCLINK.NET.UOKHSC.EDU>

Subject:      vacuum lines again (that darn delete key)

     Someone was kind enough to send me an e-mail regarding vacuum line

     HEPA filtration sources and I hit the delete key instead of the print

     key.

     If you sent info, please resend it.

     Sorry!

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 17:20:00 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: TTX Allowable Use Concentrations

The wording of the regulation is confusing on this point, seeming to imply

that exemption has something to do with the quantity or concentration of

toxin used.   I faxed the CDC to get some interpretations.  The

interpretation on toxin requirements that I got from Rich Knutson at the CDC

Office of Health and Safety (per phone call) is as follows:

An LD50 is an absolute value of potency; it has nothing to do with

concentration (i.e., the total amount of toxin required to kill a 70 kg man

is always the same, whether the toxin is in a volume of 1 ml or 100 liters).

Therefore, if a toxin has an LD50 of < 100 ng/kg body weight, it requires

registration under the regulation.

If a toxin has an LD50 of >100 ng/kg body weight, it is exempt when used for

biomedical research.

You might want to fax the CDC Office of Health and Safety for confirmation

for your specific case.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Tim Ryan

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: TTX Allowable Use Concentrations

Date: Tuesday, August 26, 1997 4:14PM

As many on this list probably know, use of tetrodotoxin (TTX) in

concentrations above an LD50 of 100 ng/kg body weight (mouse; i.p.) is

exempt from registration requirements (and fees!) under the CDC Select

Agents Guidelines.

My question is, how can I directly relate a use concentration (e.g., 3ug

TTX/50ml buffer, or 100 nMolar solution) to a stated allowable LD50 value

in the regs (e.g. 100 ng/kg)?

In this case, using an RTECs reported LD50 of 8 ug/kg for TTX, I've already

arrived at an answer that shows a concentration below the limit of

registration by working it out based on a toxicological standard 70 kg man.

That is, 8,000ng/kg X 70 kg is the MAX allowable dose, and any less than 56

ug is therefore acceptable.

Is there a more direct way?

Thanks for all comments.

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director/Risk Manager - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Office: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

Pager:  (713) 971-0728          Mobile: (713) 907-5196

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/administration/epsd.html

___________________________________________________________________

              == "de gustibus non est disputandum" ==

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 07:55:40 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: TTX Allowable Use Concentrations

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Tim,  after hearing Jonathan Richmond (CDC guy) talk about this issue, I

agree w/ Julie Johnson's interpretation.  It is the potency, not the

concentration, of the toxin that is the determining factor for the

Anti-terrorist act regulations.

As far as extrapolation of potency from animal to man, I've been using a

formula that takes into account body surface area., when I can't find RELs

or PELs for a chemical.

The dose in rodents = (the dose in humans) times (weight of rodent / weight

of human) ^^1/3

Dr = Dh [Wr/Wh]^^1/3

So in your case, if the RTECS LD50 potency of 8 ug/kg is for mice [avg.

mouse wt = 0.025 kg] and [avg. human wt = 70 kg] you would get the

following value as the expected LD 50 potency in humans.

8 ug/kg = X ug/kg [0.025 kg /70 kg]^^1/3

8 ug/kg / 0.0709 kg = X ug/kg = 113 ug

Your PI, if only using 3 ug total, would have to have 38 times that amount

(113/3) b/f having enough toxin available to be potentially lethal to a

human.

I got this formula from some tox book some time ago and can't remember

which one.  But the sheet I have gives ref to 1989, so it must be

relatively current.  It says "Conversions from mg/kg/day to mg/M^^2 surface

area/day are based on the empirical correlation that surface area (m^^2) =

[K] [W^^2/3] / 100, where K is a species-specific factor and W is body

weight in kg."

Table from Crouch and Wilson, 1979, Journal of Toxicology, page 992, in

this book states:

Comparative Size Factors in Laboratory Animal And Man

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|species      |weight, g    |feed intake, |minute       |life span,   |

|             |             |g/d          |volume, liter|year         |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|mouse        |0.025        |5            |0.024        |1.75         |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|rat          |0.25         |15           |0.073        |2            |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|dog          |10           |250          |2.9          |10           |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|man          |70           |1500         |7.43         |70           |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

Hope this stuff helps

Judy Pointer

Safety Spec

UTMDACC

Houston, TX

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 09:24:54 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA Conference Program (long)

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hot off the internet from ABSA headquarters is the 40th ABSA conference

program.  I have formated it for a right margin of 75.  We will have the 3rd

Annual Biosafty Dinner, time and place TBA.

Richie Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

                            PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

                            OCTOBER 19-22, 1997

                  La Jolla Marriott, La Jolla, California

                              SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1997

       7:00 - 5:00 pm    Registration

       PRE-CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS - (Advance registration required)

       8:00 - 5:00 pm - Biosafety 101

           Richard Gilpin, RBP

           The Johns Hopkins Institutions

           Baltimore, MD

       8:00 - 5:00 pm - The Internet as a Resource for the Biosafety Profession

           Stefan Wagener                  Richard Fink

           Michigan State University        MIT

           E. Lansing, MI                  Cambridge, MA

       8:00 - 12:00 pm - Workshop on Risk Assessment For Biohazards in The

Workplace

           Gillian Norton, RBP

           The University of Western Ontario

           London, Canada

                                 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1997

       Registration 7:00 - 5:00 pm

       Pre-Conference Workshops - (Advance registration required)

       8:00 - 5:00 pm - Animal Biosafety

           Thomas E. Hamm                  Steve Jean

           College of Veterinary Medicine    Animal Resource Division

           North Carolina State University   Dana Farber Cancer Institute

           Raleigh, NC               Boston, MA

       8:00 - 12:00 pm - The Web as a Tool for (Bio)safety Training

           Stefan Wagener, RBP        David Silberman

           Michigan State University        Stanford University

           E. Lansing, MI                  Stanford, CA

       8:00 - 12:00 pm - Disinfection and Sterilization

           Donald Vesley and Melissa A. Nellis

           University of Minnesota School of Public Health

           Minneapolis, MN

       1:00 - 5:00 pm - Protecting You from Your Gloves and Your Gloves

                         from You

           Wava Truscott

           SafeSkin

           San Diego, CA

       1:00 - 5:00 pm - Bioaerosols

           Jerry J. Tulis

           Duke University

           Durham, NC

       6:00 - 8:00 pm   OPENING RECEPTION - Stephen Birch Aquarium Museum

_________________________________________________________________________

                                 MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1997

       7:00 - 5:00 pm   Registration

       7:00 - 4:00 pm   Exhibit Hall

       7:00 - 8:00 am   Continental Breakfast/Exhibits

       8:00 - 8:10 am   OPENING REMARKS

                 Gerard Spahn, Local Arrangements Chair

                 Andy Garcia-Rivera, Scientific Program Chair

       8:10 - 8:35am    PRESIDENT@S ADDRESS

                 Biological Safety: Science, Business, and Profession

                 Joseph Van Houten, RBP, President, ABSA

       8:35 - 9:30 am   SESSION I - EAGLESON LECTURE

       Moderator: Mary Ann Sondrini

                 Eagleson Institute

                 Sanford, ME

                 Mad Cows, Demented People and Biocontainment

                 Stanley Prusiner

                 University of California at San Francisco

                 San Francisco, CA

       9:30 - 10:15am   SESSION II - PRION DISEASES

       Moderator: Andrew Braun

                 Massachusetts General Hospital

                 Charlestown, MA

                 Prion Diseases: Threats to The Public Health And Bio-

                 safety Challenges

                 Pierluigi Gambetti

                 Case Western Reserve University

                 Cleveland, OH

       10:15 - 10:30 am - Questions & Answers - Discussion

       10:30 - 11:00 am - COFFEE BREAK/EXHIBITS

       11: 00- 12:00 pm  SESSION III - FROM THE CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL

        & PREVENTION

       Moderator: Byron S. Tepper

                 Lutherville, MD

           11:00 - 11:30 am - Developing a Containment Laboratory in Sub-

           Saharan Africa

                       Jonathan Y. Richmond, RBP

                       Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

                       Atlanta, GA

    11:30 - 11:55 am - Polio Eradication Project - Biosafety Implications

                Olen Kew

                Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

                Atlanta, GA

       11:55 - 12:00 pm - Questions & Answers - Discussion

       12:00 - 1:30 pm - LUNCH/EXHIBITS

       1:30 - 2:30  pm   SESSION IV - GROSS MEMORIAL LECTURE

       Moderator: Jerry J. Tulis

                 Duke University

                 Durham, NC

                 An Ex Vivo Protocol for Testing Adenovirus for Inactiva-

                 tion on Human Skin

                 Mary Louise Graham

                 University of Ottawa

                 Ottawa, Canada

       2:30 - 3:00 pm -  COFFEE BREAK/EXHIBITS

       3:00 - 5:00 pm   SESSION V - BUSINESS MEETING

       6:00 - 7:00 pm -  New Members for 1997 Reception

__________________________________________________________________________

                                TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1997

       7:00 - 5:00 pm   Registration

       7:00 - 4:00 pm   Exhibit Hall

       7:00 - 8:00 am   Continental Breakfast/Exhibits

       8:00 - 10:00 am   SESSION VI - OCCUPATIONAL BIOSAFETY ISSUES

       Moderator: Richard Gilpin, RBP

                 The Johns Hopkins Institutions

                 Baltimore, MD

           8:00 - 8:20 am - Multidisciplinary Intervention to Reduce

           Needlestick Injuries

                 Martha Grimes

                 Holy Cross Hospital

                 Silver Springs, MD

           8:20 - 8:40 am - Secondary Transmission of Tuberculosis Via

           Peritoneal Dialysis

                 Anne Monteath

                 The Hospital for Sick Children

                 Toronto, Canada

           8:40 - 9:00 am - The Relationship Between Safety Climate And

           Bloodborne Exposures

                 Robyn M. Gershon

                 The Johns Hopkins University

                 Baltimore, MD

           9:00 - 9:20 am -    The Relationship Between Work Stressors,

           Work Stress, and Universal Precautions in Correctional Health

           Care Workers

                 Christine Karkashian

                 The Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health

                 Baltimore, MD

           9:20 - 9:40 am -    Industrial Hygiene Issues Associated with

           Non-Human Primate Inhalation Toxicology Studies - A Case Study

                 William E. Crouse

                 Chemical Industry Institute of Toxicology

                 Research Triangle Park, NC

           9:40 - 10:00 am - Preventing Tuberculosis in Health-Care

           Settings: An Environmental Engineering Perspective

                 William W. Nezaroff

                 University of California Berkeley

                 Berkeley, CA

       10:00 - 10:30 am - Coffee Break/Exhibits

       10:30 - 12:00 pm - SESSION VII - WEDUM MEMORIAL LECTURE

       Moderator: Manuel S. Barbeito

                 Frederick, MD

           10:30 - 11:30 am - N.E.R.D.S., Bats and Biocontainment

                 C. Keith Murray

                 CSIRO, Australian Animal Health Laboratory

                 Victoria, Australia

           11:30 - 11:45 am - Questions & Answers - Discussion

       11:45 - 12:00 pm - Wedum Memorial Lecture Award Presentation

                 Joseph Van Houten, RBP, President, ABSA

       12:00 - 1:30 pm   LUNCH / EXHIBITS

       1:30 - 4:30 pm   SESSION VIII - POSTER PRESENTATIONS

           Is Annual Certification of HEPA Filtered Equipment Necessary?

                 Doris McKinney

                 National Institutes of Health

                 Bethesda, MD

           Standards And Guidelines Relevant to Use of Respiratory

           Protection For Biosafety Applications

                 Nicole Vars McCullough

                 3M Company

                 St. Paul, MN

           Campus Compliance With New And Existing State Regulations

                 Ben Fontes

                 Yale University

                 New Haven, CT

           Biological Risk Assessment in a General Hospital by Detection

           of Microbial ATP

                 Lorenzo Lodola

                 Direzione Sanitaria

                 Pavia, Italy

           Analysis of Settled Dust From Laboratory Ceiling Tiles Reveal

           The Presence of Aflatoxin as Determined by Monoclonal Immuno-

           affinity And High Pressure Liquid Chromatograph

                 Esequiel Barrera

                 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

                 Cambridge, MA

           Total Quality Management Approaches For Improving Safety Climate

                 Robyn Gershon

                 The Johns Hopkins University

                 Baltimore, MD

           Development of The Animal Contact Medical Monitoring Program at

           The University of Florida

                 Carolyn Keierleber

                 University of Florida

                 Gainesville, FL

           Novel Engineering and Administrative Controls for Reducing the

           Risk of TB Transmission in Drug Abuse Clinic Settings

                 Peter Doob                 Esmeralda Party, RBP

                 National Institute         The Rockefeller University

                 on Drug Abuse              New York, NY

                 Baltimore, MD

           The Consolidated EH&S Program of the University of California

           San Francisco

                 Glenn Funk

                 University of California San Francisco

                 San Francisco, CA

           Hazard Warning Signage and Signage System Guide for Reasearch

           and Diagnostic Laboratories

                 Byron Tepper

                 BioControl, Inc.

                 Lutherville, MD

           A Research University's Approach to Compliance with New

           Regulatory Standards

                 Robert Hashimoto

                 Stanford University

                 Stanford, CA

       1:30 - 3:00 pm   SESSION IX - FACILITY DESIGN CHALLENGES

       Moderator: Andy Garcia-Rivera

                 Cornell University

                 Ithaca, NY

           1:30 - 1:50 pm -    The Design of Enhanced BSL-3 And Limited

           BSL-4 Facilities

                 Jonathan Crane

                 HOK Architects, Inc.

                 Atlanta, GA

           1:50 - 2:10 pm - The Design, Construction And Commissioning of

           a Modular BSL-3 Plus Laboratory

                 James Grantham, RBP

                 Certek, Inc.

                 Raleigh, NC

           2:10 - 2:30 pm -    Experiences With The Retrofitting of a

           BSL-3 Sewage Treatment Plant Into an Operating Biological

           Containment Laboratory

                 Noel K. Neighbor

                 University of Arkansas

                 Fayetteville, AR

           2:30 - 2:50 pm - Large Scale Fermentation of Biohazardous

           Agents in Pharmaceutical Research and Development

                 John Keddie

                 SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals

                 Harlow, Essex, United Kingdom

    2:50 - 3:00 - Questions & Answers - Discussion

3:00 - 3:30 pm   COFFEE BREAK/EXHIBITS

3:30 - 4:30      SESSION X - CONCURRENT SESSION A

BIOMEDICAL WASTE DISPOSAL-ALTERNATIVES & REGULATIONS

Moderator: Barbara Fox Nellis

          Johnson & Johnson

          Rochester, NY

           3:30 - 3:50 pm - Biomedical Waste Alternatives-The Latest

           Developments And Selection Recommendations

                 Lawrence Doucet

                 Doucet & Mainka, PC

                 Peekskill, NY

           3:50 - 4:10 pm - The EPA@s ICCR: Rule Making For Pathological

           Incinerators

                 Lawrence Thompson

                 Cornell University

                 Ithaca, NY

           4:10  - 4:30 pm - US EPA Medical Waste Incinerator Regulations

                 Lawrence Doucet

                 Doucet & Mainka

                 Peekskill, NY

       3:30 - 4:30 pm   SESSION X - CONCURRENT SESSION B

       SALIENT ISSUES IN BIOSAFETY

       Moderator: Cecil Smith

                 Ohio State University

                 Columbus, OH

           3:30 - 3:50 pm - The Risk of Animal Organ Transplantation into

           Humans

                 Frederick A. Murphy

                 University of California at Davis

                 Davis, CA

           3:50 - 4:10 pm - The Evaluation of Biological Exposure Incidents

                 Lawrence P. Kowal

                 Genetic Therapy Inc.

                 Gaithersburg, MD

           4:10 - 4:30 pm - Science and Safety of Protocols Using Lenti-

           virus

                 Theo Palmer

                 The Salk Institute

                 La Jolla, CA

       6:00 - 10:00 pm   DINNER SAN DIEGO WILD ANIMAL PARK (BUSES LEAVE

       HOTEL AT 5:30 pm)

__________________________________________________________________________

                               WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1997

       8:00 - 10:00 am   Registration

       7:00 - 2:00 pm   Exhibit Hall

       8:00 - 10:00 am   SESSION XI - CONTAINMENT AND RELATED TECHNICAL

       ISSUES

       Moderator:       Marilyn Misenhimer, RBP

                 University of Southern California

                 Los Angeles, CA

           8:00 - 8:20 am - Air Quality Management for Airborne Infectious

           Agents in a University Hospital

                 Andrew Streiffel

                 University of Minnesota

                 Minneapolis, MN

           8:20 - 8:40 am -    The Importance of BSL-3 Containment,

           Engineering and Administrative Controls in Research

           Conducted with Mycobacterium Tuberculosis Infected Mice

                 Deanna S. Robbins

                 Veterans Affairs Health Care System

                 Baltimore, MD

           8:40 - 9:00 am - ASHRAE 110 Tracer Gas Containment Studies of a

           Class II Type B-3 Biosafety Cabinet

                 Stephen Siegel

                 ENV Services, Inc.

                 King of Prussia, PA

           9:00 - 9:20 am - Containment Performance Related to Ergonomic

           Work Practices in Biological Safety Cabinets

                 William Peters

                 NuAire, Inc.

                 Plymouth, MN

           9:20 - 9:40 am - Survival of Mycobacterium of HEPA Filter

           Material

                 Melvin First

                 Harvard University School of Public Health

                 Boston, MA

           9:40 - 10:00 am - Questions And Answers - Discussion

       10:00 - 10:30 am - COFFEE BREAK/EXHIBITS

       10:30 - 12:00 pm  SESSION XII - CONCURRENT SESSION A

       INTERNET BIOSAFETY AND RELATED TRAINING OPPORTUNITIES

       Moderator: Jairo Betancourt

                 University of Miami

                 Miami, FL

           10:30 - 10:50 am-   Development of A Web-Based Internet Blood

           Borne Pathogen Training Program for Research and Clinical Lab

           Employees

                 Sean Jackson

                 Yale Center for Advanced Instructional Media

                 Yale University

                 New Haven, CT

           10:50 - 11:10 am - The Training Game

                 Chris Thompson, RBP

                 Eli Lilly and Company

                 Indianapolis, IN

           11:10 - 11:45 am - The Internet: A Valuable Tool for the

           Biosafety Professional

                 Stefan Wagener, RBP

                 Michigan State University

                 E. Lansing, MI

           11:45 - 12:00 pm - Questions & Answers - Discussion

       10:35 - 12:00 pm  SESSION XII - CONCURRENT SESSION B

       RECOMBINANT DNA ISSUES TODAY: ROUND TABLE SESSION

       Moderator: Claudia Mickelson

                 Massachusetts Institute of Technology

                 Cambridge, MA

           10:35 - 10:55 am - Recombinant DNA Revisited: Biosafety Risks

           and Controls and the Reality of Work with r-DNA

                 John Keddie

                 SmithKline Beecham Pharmaceuticals

                 Harlow, Essex, UK

           10:55 - 11:15 am - Changes in the Guidelines and More...

                 Deborah Knorr

                 National Institutes of Health

                 Bethesda, MD

           11:15 - 12:00 pm - Questions & Answers - Discussion

       12:00 - 1:30 pm   LUNCH/EXHIBITS

       1:30 - 4:30 pm   SESSION XIII - CONCURRENT SESSION A

       FEDERAL REGULATIONS: TRANSFER OF INFECTIOUS SUBSTANCES

       Moderator:       Richard Knudsen and Peg Tipple

                 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

                 Atlanta, GA

           1:30 - 1:50 pm - Importation Permits for Etiologic Agents and

           Vectors

                 Richard Knudsen

                 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

                 Atlanta, GA

           1:50 - 2:10 pm - Import and Export Requirements for Infectious

           Agents of Animals

                 Elizabeth Klontz

                 USDA/APHIS/VS, Import-Export Products

                 Riverdale, MD

           2:10 - 2:30 pm - Import Requirements for Infectious Agents of

           Plants

                 Deborah Knott

                 USDA/APHIS/PPQ, Plant Pest Permit Section

                 Riverdale, MD

           2:30 - 2:50 pm - Licensing Veterinary Biologicals

                 Al Morgan

                 USDA/APHIS, Center for Veterinary Biologicals

                 Riverdale, MD

           2:50 - 3:10 pm - COFFEE BREAK

           3:10 - 3:30 pm - Importing Biological Materials

                 Susan Corrales

                 Food and Drug Administration Center for Biologics

                 Evaluation and Research

                 Rockville, MD

           3:30 - 3:50 pm - Exportation of Infectious Agents and Associat-

           ed Materials

                 Robert Majik

                 Bureau of Export Administration Department of Commerce

                 Washington, DC

           3:50 - 4:10 pm - Transfer of Select Agents

                 Peg Tipple

                 Centers for Disease Control & Prevention

                 Atlanta, GA

           4:10 - 4:30 pm - Questions & Answers - Discussion

           4:30 - 4:50 pm - SPECIAL INTEREST PRESENTATION

           A MODEL FOR INACTIVATION AND DISPOSAL OF RADIOACTIVE BIOMEDICAL

           WASTE

                 P. Michael Kivistic

                 National Cancer Institute

                 Ft. Detrick, MD

       1:30 - 4:00 pm   SESSION XIII - CONCURRENT SESSION B

       FACILITY DESIGN IN CANADA

       Moderator: Mary Ellen Kennedy, RBP

                 Ontario, Canada

            1:30  - 2:30 pm -   Issues for Planning of the Federal

            Laboratories for Health Canada and Agriculture and Agri-food

            in Winnepeg Canada

                  Jim Orzechowski

                  Smith Carter Architects & Engineers Inc.

                  Winnepeg, Manitoba, Canada

            2:30 - 3:00 pm - COFFEE BREAK

            3:00 - 4:00 pm - Canadian National Centre for Human and

            Animal Health - For the 21st Century Containment

                  Lee Thompson

                  Canadian Federal Animal Laboratories

                  Winnepeg, Canada

        4:00 - 5:00 pm   SESSION XIV - ANIMAL HUSBANDRY

        Moderator: Robert Hawley, RBP

                  USAMRIDD, Fort Detrick

                  Frederick, MD

            4:00 - 4:25 pm - Experimental Handling of Horses, Cats, and

            Large Bats in a BSL-4 Facility

                  Gordon Abraham

                  CSIRO, Australian Animal Health Laboratory

                  Victoria, Australia

            4:25 - 4:50 pm - Potential Pathogens in Manure from Large

            Animals

                  Lawrence Thompson

                  Cornell University

                  Ithaca, NY

        4:50 - 5:00 pm - CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT

__________________________________________________________________________

         For air travel you may contact Passageways Travel 800-748-0406.

         Hotel Reservations for the 40th Biological Safety Conference,

         La Jolla, California: please contact the La Jolla Marriott at

         619-587-1414.

            The room rate for the conference will be $104 Single or Double.

                                 PRE-CONFERENCE COURSES

                                    TO BE OFFERED AT

                40th BIOLOGICAL SAFETY CONFERENCE, LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA

                  Limited Enrollment! Register Early to Assure a Seat!

1.  BIOSAFETY 101 - 8:00 am  - 5:00 pm - Saturday

Richard Gilpin, PhD, RBP, Director, Division of Biosafety, The Johns

Hopkins Institutions

The Biosafety 101 course is designed to provide an introduction to

biosafety procedures and appropriate reference literature. It will

consist of instruction  on the recognition and control of biohazards

including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA, and

other agents. The course is directed toward safety officers, clinical

and biomedical laboratory supervisors, bench scientists, industrial

hygienists and technicians. This is a great course to take if you want

to acquire the tools to get answers to biosafety-related issues and

implement biosafety programs.

2.  THE INTERNET AS A RESOURCE FOR THE BIOSAFETY PROFESSIONAL   8:00

am - 5:00 pm  - Saturday

Stefan Wagener, PhD, RBP, Biosafety Officer, Michigan State University

and Richard Fink, Associate Biosafety Officer,  Massachusetts

Institute of Technology

Discover the potential of the internet as a serious source for

information and interaction! Explore various types of (bio) safety and

health related information such as regulations, guidelines, hazard

documents, and manuals.  Interact with other biosafety professionals

through online mailing lists. Learn about the most useful search

tools. Get introduced to the tips and tricks that make your internet

experience a professional one. This hands-on workshop will provide you

with direct access to the  internet to explore web browser software,

online search tools and internet biosafety  resources.

3. WORKSHOP ON RISK ASSESSMENT FOR BIOHAZARDS IN THE WORKPLACE   8:00

am - 12:00 noon - Saturday

Gilliam Norton, RBP, Biosafety Officer, The University of Western

Ontario, Canada

This interactive workshop provides a terrific opportunity to increase

knowledge  and skills needed to identify factors that determine the

risk in work with biohazardous material. Using the @case study@

approach, participants will interact to develop and understand the

process of risk assessment as it relates to biosafety. This workshop

will be of interest to biosafety officers, biosafety committee members

or safety program managers who are responsible for biosafety

programs, and will provide a practical guide for the performance of

biohazard risk assessment. Please note that participants are expected

to have basic knowledge of biosafety procedures and containment

practices.

4.  ANIMAL BIOSAFETY   8:00 am - 5:00 pm -  Sunday

Thomas E. Hamm, DVM, PhD, Director of Laboratory Animal Resources,

College of Veterinary Medicine, North Carolina State University, with

Guest Presentation by Steve Jean, LATG, Manager of Animal Resource

Division, Dana Farber Cancer Institute.

The new course will cover topics such as biohazards associated with

small and large  animal research, an overview of animal biosafety

levels 1-4, and a regulatory overview including AAALAC and ILAR.

Safety  training issues will be covered, including a terrific

presentation on computer-based training. Case studies of risk

assessment and the application of engineering controls and safe work

practices will round out this full day course. Anyone with animal

biosafety responsibilities should take this course!

5.  THE WEB AS A TOOL FOR (BIO)SAFETY TRAINING

8:00 am - 12:00 noon - Sunday

Stefan Wagener, PhD, RBP, Biosafety Officer, Michigan State University

and David Silberman, Stanford University

Discover the potential of the internet and  the world wide web as an

online training tool. Save time and resources by moving training to

the web. Learn what it takes to set up your own internet/intranet

safety training. This hands-on workshop will provide you with an

overview and resources to get started in your own web-based training

development. This course is designed for participants familiar with

the internet and the world wide web.

6.  DISINFECTION AND STERILIZATION - 8:00 am - 12:00 noon - Sunday

Donald Vesley and Melissa A. Nellis, University of Minnesota School of

Public Health

This course will include up-to-date information on the theory and

kinetics of microbial destruction, the parameters, advantages and

limitations of physical and  chemical methods and the latest thinking

on  verification of microbicidal processes. Special attention will be

paid to current problems of concern such as destruction of  prions.

There will also be a practical exercise in day to day problem solving,

with students posing questions related to their specific activities or

responsibilities.

7.  PROTECTING YOU FROM YOUR GLOVES AND YOUR GLOVES FROM YOU 1:00 pm -

5:00 pm - Sunday

Wave Truscott, PhD, VP Scientific Affairs,  SafeSkin Corp.

A terrific lecture on what at first appears to be a @dry@ subject.

Every biosafety professional should take this class! At the end of

this four hour session you will be able to: describe the 3 reactions

associated with the use of gloves and list appropriate preventative

measures; identify agents responsible for glove-associated adverse

respiratory conditions and list methods for their detection and

prevention; discuss barrier integrity preservation practices and; list

attributes critical to proper glove selection. Make sense when making

recommendations to glove users back home!

8.  BIOAEROSOLS 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm - Sunday

Jerry J. Tulis, PhD, Director, Biohazard Science Program, Duke

University Medical Center

This course will provide an understanding of the role of bioaerosols

as related to human health. Current state-of-the-art information will

be provided on the recognition of potential IAQ problems. Other areas

to be covered include the methodology for the collection and analysis

of biopolluntants, preparation of  investigation reports, remediation

efforts and providing advice to clients. Participants will also gain

an awareness of emerging consensus standards on the control of fungal

amplification in building ventilation. An added feature of this course

is its @workshop@ format, which will feature presentations as well as

equipment and laboratory demonstrations  and exhibits.

ABSA reserves the right to cancel any class due to lack of

participation.  If a class is canceled by ABSA, the full class amount

will be refunded.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 08:59:00 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: TTX Allowable Use Concentrations

I want to make clear that this was not my interpretation, but what Rich

Knutson of the CDC Office of Health and Safety told me when I inquired about

what quantities or concentrations of toxins would be required to register.

 (To reiterate, what I was told is that if a toxin has an LD50 of < 100

ng/kg body weight, it requires registration under the regulation, no matter

what concentration you use or what quantity you use).

I would definitely suggest getting a specific interpretation on your case

from the CDC Office of Health and Safety (this is where the regulation

states that we are to direct questions); especially to find out if they

accept extrapolations from the RTECS values of what the LD50 would be for

humans.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Judy Pointer

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: Re: TTX Allowable Use Concentrations

Date: Wednesday, August 27, 1997 7:55AM

Tim,  after hearing Jonathan Richmond (CDC guy) talk about this issue, I

agree w/ Julie Johnson's interpretation.  It is the potency, not the

concentration, of the toxin that is the determining factor for the

Anti-terrorist act regulations.

As far as extrapolation of potency from animal to man, I've been using a

formula that takes into account body surface area., when I can't find RELs

or PELs for a chemical.

The dose in rodents = (the dose in humans) times (weight of rodent / weight

of human) ^^1/3

Dr = Dh [Wr/Wh]^^1/3

So in your case, if the RTECS LD50 potency of 8 ug/kg is for mice [avg.

mouse wt = 0.025 kg] and [avg. human wt = 70 kg] you would get the

following value as the expected LD 50 potency in humans.

8 ug/kg = X ug/kg [0.025 kg /70 kg]^^1/3

8 ug/kg / 0.0709 kg = X ug/kg = 113 ug

Your PI, if only using 3 ug total, would have to have 38 times that amount

(113/3) b/f having enough toxin available to be potentially lethal to a

human.

I got this formula from some tox book some time ago and can't remember

which one.  But the sheet I have gives ref to 1989, so it must be

relatively current.  It says "Conversions from mg/kg/day to mg/M^^2 surface

area/day are based on the empirical correlation that surface area (m^^2) =

[K] [W^^2/3] / 100, where K is a species-specific factor and W is body

weight in kg."

Table from Crouch and Wilson, 1979, Journal of Toxicology, page 992, in

this book states:

Comparative Size Factors in Laboratory Animal And Man

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|species      |weight, g    |feed intake, |minute       |life span,   |

|             |             |g/d          |volume, liter|year         |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|mouse        |0.025        |5            |0.024        |1.75         |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|rat          |0.25         |15           |0.073        |2            |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|dog          |10           |250          |2.9          |10           |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

|man          |70           |1500         |7.43         |70           |

|-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------+-------------|

Hope this stuff helps

Judy Pointer

Safety Spec

UTMDACC

Houston, TX
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Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 10:05:59 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Mercury Cleanup

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Does anyone have ideas on deconing the decon instruments ppe equipment for

deconing mercury?

What type of ppe etc.?

I saw one reference in the Handbook of Laboratory safety to a soap that

turns from orange to purple in the presence of mercury on the skin.

Anyone else hear of this?

Thanks.

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 10:12:02 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Linda Wolfe <lwolfe@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Use of UV Lights in BL 3 Labs

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

        I am interested in whether there are recent good references on the

use of UV lights in ductwork or in  air-circulation modules in BL 3

laboratories, esp. for MTb.

My information is dated.  If you have a facility where these are used, what

has been your experience?  Do you have recommendations on units to use.

        Given the strict procedures, small scale of the work and BL 3

facility and engineering controls (approx 20 air changes/hour) now in place,

I am not sure that this is worth the added expense for the degree of

additional control it affords, but I am still collecting information.  In

case of an accident or spill outside of a biosafety cabinet, the facility

would be formaldehyde decontaminated.

        Any and all input would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.

        Linda Wolfe

        Associate Biosafety Officer, MIT

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 10:44:43 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: Mercury Cleanup

In-Reply-To:  <3.0.32.19970827100559.006ca7e8@mail.sep.bnl.gov>

Nicole:

There are several good pieces of safety equipment out there for

helping in Hg cleanup.  The first is a Jerome Mercury Vapor Meter -

yes, it is expensive, but it gives you realtime readings of mercury

vapor levels in a room or from a piece of contaminated equipment.  We

use ours at least once a week; in a few instances (ie., Hg

thermometer broken in a hot oven), it has alerted us to potentially

dangerous levels of Hg vapor and we have evacuated the lab in

question.

The second is Mercsorb respirator cartridges sold by MSA; they are

make specifically to absorb mercury vapors from the air.  They are

available to fit half- or full-face respirators.  They have a color

changing indicator on the face of the cartridge that changes from

orange to brown after a exposure to a certain level of mercury vapor.

The last material is called HgX, which is a mixture of Sodium

Thiosulfate and EDTA.  The EDTA chilates the Hg and the sodium

thiosulfate reacts to form mercuric sulfide, which is much less

volatile and (relatively) less toxic.  It is manufactured by Acton

Associates, Inc., 100 Thompson St., Piittston, PA 18640.  It can be

mixed into solution and wiped on surfaces to pick up microdroplets of

Hg that may be hiding there.  It really works well.

PPE-wise, our standard garb is gloves, tyvek shoe covers, and if the

Hg vapor levels warrent it, respiratory protection with the

aforementioned Mercsorb cartridges.

email me if you need any more info on any of these products.  No

afiliation, just a satisfied customer.  Yaddada, yaddada...

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """
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Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 09:51:02 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: HeLa cell lines and BBP

In-Reply-To:  <9707268726.AA872627234@cclink.uokhsc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Cheri,

Here at UIUC, we require the investigator to provide documentation that any

human cell line is "characterized to be free of contamination from human

hepatitis viruses, human immunodeficiency viruses, and other recognized

bloodborne pathogens" before they are exempted from the BBP standard.  This

is our interpretation of the OSHA letter to ABSA.

Most of our investigators would rather go through annual training and offer

HBV vaccination to their staff than do the testing, so we've just begun

doing a recurrent "Safe Handling of Cell Lines" seminar that focuses on the

BBP issues (and serves as training) as well as other biosafety issues with

cell lines and tissue cultures.

LouAnn Burnett

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Biological Safety Section

At 12:45 PM 8/26/97 CST, you wrote:

>     Y'all have just been great to answer a great many questions for me.  I

>     have another that I am just really wrestling with.  I am trying to

>     figure out how to deal with HeLa cells and the BBP reg.  The

>     interpretation I was given at the Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course was

>     that primary cell lines are new lines, i.e., only a few

>     transformations have occurred and so therefore they are to be

>     considered PIM.  HeLa cells are "old" cell lines so are exempt. I have

>     read the OSHA letter of interpretation over and over again regarding

>     human cell lines and primary cell explants and I just don't see that

>     interpretation.

>

>     Where does your organization stand on whether HeLa cell lines are PIM,

>     and why do you believe that to be the correct interpretation?

>

>     Do your researchers actually test the cells as the OSHA interpretation

>     letter states?

>

>     I will have a difficult time justifying requiring researchers to

>     either test or consider HeLa as PIM without backup from experts like

>     you.

>

>     Thanks again for all the expertise.

>

>     Cheri Marcham

>     OUHSC

>     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu

>
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Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 10:02:55 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dianne Hellwig <hellwig@COMP.UARK.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

I am considering doing some challenge studies with Mycoplasma

hyopneumoniae in swine and was wondering about any special biocontainment

requirements and zoonotic potential?

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 11:23:18 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Clarification on mercury cleanup info./Round 2

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I need to clarify the type of info I am looking for  regarding mercury

cleanup.

I am reviewing a a proposal for cleanup of mercury.  WE are including use

of sniffers and saranax clothes and gloves.

I have seen in the past color indicators that we can put on the surface

or wherever that will change color to let us know if we have done a good

cleanup job.  I saw something like this in an old fisher catalog but it is

not listed in the current catalog.  OR do you think that the monitor is

sufficient?

Also, Laboratory Safety talks about one reference about a soap that is used

to wash the skin.  It changes color from orange to purple if mercury is

present.  Sounds great to me but it is a 1965 reference,  Any thoughts?

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Use of UV Lights in BL 3 Labs

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Linda I would not be very comfortable with a uv light duct decon system for

a number of reasons.

Exposure time.  In order for uv light to be effective it must have adequate

contact time.  Therefore in order to obtain that contact time you would have

to have an extremely long duct run lined with UV lights (a very expensive

proposition) or a smaller duct run with a low enough flow rate to gurantee kill.

A  UV duct decon system would be a maintenance nightmare.  UV bulbs over

time become less effective thus you must replace these bulbs on a fairly

regular basis.

HEPA filtration with out a doubt is the best way to go.

My two cents take it for what it is worth.

At 10:12 AM 8/27/97 EDT, you wrote:

>        I am interested in whether there are recent good references on the

>use of UV lights in ductwork or in  air-circulation modules in BL 3

>laboratories, esp. for MTb.

>My information is dated.  If you have a facility where these are used, what

>has been your experience?  Do you have recommendations on units to use.

>

>        Given the strict procedures, small scale of the work and BL 3

>facility and engineering controls (approx 20 air changes/hour) now in place,

>I am not sure that this is worth the added expense for the degree of

>additional control it affords, but I am still collecting information.  In

>case of an accident or spill outside of a biosafety cabinet, the facility

>would be formaldehyde decontaminated.

>

>        Any and all input would be greatly appreciated.  Thank you.

>

>        Linda Wolfe

>        Associate Biosafety Officer, MIT

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Date:         Tue, 26 Aug 1997 08:33:53 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: vaccum line protection

     Hi, Cheri --

     Vacuum line protection is not so much a requirement as just good

     common sense.  On page 45 of the CDC-NIH guide entitled "Primary

     Containment for Biohazards:  Selection, Installation and Use of

     Biological Safety Cabinets," there is an illustration of such a double

     flask/filter set-up with some discussion on page 22.  At UCSF, we use

     at least a single flask/filter set-up for BSL2 hoods and a double

     flask/filter for BSL3 hoods.  The first (or only) flask contains a

     decon solution while the second flask in the chain may or may not,

     depending on the agents in use.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: vaccum line protection

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    08/25/1997 1:14 PM

     I am scheduled to meet with researchers who are moving into out brand

     new research facility next month with the topic of discussion to be

     house vacuum line protection.  I have information from the recently

     attended Johns Hopkins Biosafety course which recommends two

     collection flasks in series with a filter prior to the wall

     connection, but there is no reference as to source of this

     requirement.

     What I want to know is, in reality, what are facilities using for

     vacuum line protection in typical BSL2 facilities?  Then, while you're

     at it, what are you using for BSL3 facilities?

     Thanks in advance for your input.

     Cheri Marcham

     OUHSC

     cheri-marcham@ouhsc.edu
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Date:         Wed, 27 Aug 1997 10:19:17 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: HeLa cell lines and BBP

     Hi Cheri --

     I'm with LouAnn Burnett at UIUC.  Here at UCSF, we (the BSO and the

     Biosafety Committee) have adopted a policy statement that reads as

     follows:

     "All cell and organ cultures of human origin, including

     well-established cell lines, shall be handled in accordance with the

     Bloodborne Pathogen Standard and under Biosafety Level 2 (BSL2)

     containment conditions unless the PI can demonstrate, to the

     satisfaction of the Biosafety Committee, that a cell culture has been

     tested and shown to be free of bloodborne pathogens."

     We realize that this is above and beyond the requirements but we

     choose to err on the conservative side of safety.  The HeLa line has

     been around for so long and handled by so many people that cultures

     shared among labs have frequently been found contaminated.  As with

     UIUC, our PIs would rather simply adhere to the BBP standard than go

     through the testing protocols required to demonstrate that their

     cultures are BBP-free.

     By the way, we may also be adopting a similarly-worded policy that

     will require PIs who use cell cultures derived from Old World primates

     (macaques, rhesus monkeys, baboons, Cercopithecus monkeys) to adhere

     to the UCSF "health surveillance" program for herpes B virus (which

     I'm told is now known as cercopithecione herpesvirus type 1).  Use of

     the animals and their tissues is already covered.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Alderman <alder002@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      training shippers of biological materials

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN

     I am curious to learn how different institutions are providing

     training to those invidiuals who package and ship biological

     materials.  We cover details of labeling and packaging in our annual

     update safety training and this has been well received by our

     researchers.  However, I've recently received several calls from

     pricipal investigators who are submitting grant proposals and are

     having to answer whether or not they are "certified" to ship

     biological materials (not CDC select agents).  I spoke with Lynn Myers

     of the CDC and she explained that it's up to each individual

     institution to define "certified".

     I'm aware of several courses and training networks who will provide

     you with a certificate once you've completed their training, but I'm

     not convinced that it's necessary to required each laboratory and

     clinic to send a representative to these programs...especially, when I

     can provide the training on-site.

     Thanks in advance for your feedback.

     Scott Alderman

     Occupational and Environmental Safety

     Duke University
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jay Johnson <johnson@PICOMPLY.COM>

Organization: Partners in Compliance

Subject:      Re: training shippers of biological materials
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Scott Alderman wrote:

>

>      I am curious to learn how different institutions are providing

>      training to those invidiuals who package and ship biological

>      materials.  We cover details of labeling and packaging in our annual

>      update safety training and this has been well received by our

>      researchers.  However, I've recently received several calls from

>      pricipal investigators who are submitting grant proposals and are

>      having to answer whether or not they are "certified" to ship

>      biological materials (not CDC select agents).  I spoke with Lynn Myers

>      of the CDC and she explained that it's up to each individual

>      institution to define "certified".

>

>      I'm aware of several courses and training networks who will provide

>      you with a certificate once you've completed their training, but I'm

>      not convinced that it's necessary to required each laboratory and

>      clinic to send a representative to these programs...especially, when I

>      can provide the training on-site.

>

>      Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

>      Scott Alderman

>      Occupational and Environmental Safety

>      Duke University

Scott,

The Department of Transportation (DOT) requires in 49 CFR Part 172

Subpart H that each hazmat employer shall ensure that its hazmat

employees are thoroughly trained and test by appropriate means on the

subjects covered. If you are shipping hazmat (infectious materials),

then you must be trained and "certified" with records to prove you are

trained. The training must include:

1) General awareness/familiarization

2) Function specific

3) Safety

This training is required at least once every three years by DOT and

every two years by the International Air Transportation Association

(IATA). The hazmat employer "certifies" his or her employees are

trained.  My company (Partners In Compliance) does complete training for

infectious substance transportation, but we only "certificate" the

training.  It is the employer's responsibility to make sure that

training is complete and documented on file.

IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations has introduced new classification

criteria for diagnostic specimens.

DGR 3.6.8 states that those known or reasonably expected to contain

pathogens in risk groups 2, 3, or 4 and those where a relatively low

probability exists that pathogens of risk group 4 are present must be

classified in Division 6.2 under UN 2814 or UN 2900, as appropriate.

Specimens transported for the purposes of initial or confirmatory

testing for the presence of pathogens fall

within this group (see Packing Instruction 602).  This means that all

specimens sent for pathogen screening

are classified as infectious for transportation by air under IATA/ICAO

regulations.  This new classification

will have far reaching consequences for the clinical and insurance

industry.  Universal precaution requires all

human blood and other potentially infectious materials to be treated as

if known to be infectious.  If you are

screening for bloodborne pathogens, now you must ship as if they are

present.

Feel free to give me a call if I can be of any assistance with

performance-oriented packaging, dangerous goods documentation, or hazmat

training.  My number is 1-800-497-6973.

--

Jay Johnson

Partners In Compliance, Inc.

Morrisville, NC

1-800-487-6973
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Subject:      Re: training shippers of biological materials
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Dear Scott:

Contact the National Laboratory Training Network for informatin on

conducting on-site training at your institution.  They distribute the

program for the CDC.  Costs are minimal.  I am setting up quraterly

training for our institution.

The point of contact is:

NLTN

Dial 1-800-536-NLTN (6586)

Your call will be routed to the NLTN office serving your state.

The website is:  http://www.cdc.gov/phppo/dls/nltnmap.htm

This covers shipping of lab specimens, offers CEUs and I think the

researchers will be more than happy to comply if you point out the

size of the fines their labs may receive if they violate the regs:

on the order of $25K vs. $10.00 & 4 hours of invested time.

>      I am curious to learn how different institutions are providing

>      training to those invidiuals who package and ship biological

>      materials.  We cover details of labeling and packaging in our annual

>      update safety training and this has been well received by our

>      researchers.  However, I've recently received several calls from

>      pricipal investigators who are submitting grant proposals and are

>      having to answer whether or not they are "certified" to ship

>      biological materials (not CDC select agents).  I spoke with Lynn Myers

>      of the CDC and she explained that it's up to each individual

>      institution to define "certified".

>

>      I'm aware of several courses and training networks who will provide

>      you with a certificate once you've completed their training, but I'm

>      not convinced that it's necessary to required each laboratory and

>      clinic to send a representative to these programs...especially, when I

>      can provide the training on-site.

>

>

>      Thanks in advance for your feedback.

>

>

>

>

>

>      Scott Alderman

>      Occupational and Environmental Safety

>      Duke University

>

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Thu, 28 Aug 1997 09:54:53 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: training shippers of biological materials

     Hi, Scott (and list members) --

     I too have begun encountering requests for verification of shipper

     training from certain granting agencies.  Also like you, I have been

     covering basic shipping info in my annual safety retraining sessions

     here at UCSF.  I'm certainly not comfortable certifying on the basis

     of this ten minutes of retraining.

     I've been developing the idea of asking each department at UCSF

     (hospital, research and admin) to identify at least one or preferably

     two or three individuals as "shipping resources" and then providing a

     1.5 to 2 hour training session for them that would cover the required

     materials that Jay Johnson mentioned in his e-mail reply.  These

     people would then serve at least as point sources of information

     within each department or, better, they would be the actual shippers

     involved.  My tendency is to first meet the IATA DGR requirements

     since, for domestic shipments, DOT will accept packaging that is

     compliant with either IATA or DOT regs.  Then I'd backfill with the

     unique info in 42CFR72.  Does this sound like a reasonable approach?

     Any and all comments from list members would be most appreciated.

     -- Glenn

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: training shippers of biological materials

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    08/28/1997 7:36 AM

     I am curious to learn how different institutions are providing

     training to those invidiuals who package and ship biological

     materials.  We cover details of labeling and packaging in our annual

     update safety training and this has been well received by our

     researchers.  However, I've recently received several calls from

     pricipal investigators who are submitting grant proposals and are

     having to answer whether or not they are "certified" to ship

     biological materials (not CDC select agents).  I spoke with Lynn Myers

     of the CDC and she explained that it's up to each individual

     institution to define "certified".

     I'm aware of several courses and training networks who will provide

     you with a certificate once you've completed their training, but I'm

     not convinced that it's necessary to required each laboratory and

     clinic to send a representative to these programs...especially, when I

     can provide the training on-site.

     Thanks in advance for your feedback.

     Scott Alderman

     Occupational and Environmental Safety

     Duke University

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 28 Aug 1997 14:12:44 +500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         gillian norton <Gil@OHS.UWO.CA>

Organization: OHS, U. of Western Ontario

Subject:      training for shippers of biological materials

 All shipments of biological materials which  are shipped by air are

subject to IATA regulations. IATA requires training for all  shippers

 of hazardous materials at least every two years. A good company for training

 is Saf T Pak  at 1- 800- 814- 7484. An institution can pay to get 1 or2 people

certified by them and then use train the trainer techniques for other

individuals.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 28 Aug 1997 15:02:15 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 08/28/97 15:02:09 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      training shippers of biological materials

*** Reply to note of 08/28/97 10:27

Hi! Scott: Some time ago I spoke with Good old Lynn and she gave me similar an

swer. I was more concerned about who was the "STATE authorities" as per IATA

regulatios. So I ordered from IATA the Dangerous Goods Regulation Training

Programme package for Trainers, and I am in the process of preparing my own

training module. I also was approached bt principal investigators and I will

provide the training in the future. The only problem I have is that I will have

 to give them training on shipping other dangerous goods (9 classes) besides Cl

ass 6. Toxic and Infectious Materials.

Jairo Betancourt

Laboratory Safety Specialist

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 28 Aug 1997 15:57:30 -0400

Reply-To:     johnson@picomply.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jay Johnson <johnson@PICOMPLY.COM>

Organization: Partners in Compliance

Subject:      Re: training shippers of biological materials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

THERESE M. STINNETT wrote:

>

> Dear Scott:

>

> Contact the National Laboratory Training Network for informatin on

> conducting on-site training at your institution.  They distribute the

> program for the CDC.  Costs are minimal.  I am setting up quraterly

> training for our institution.

>

> The point of contact is:

>

> NLTN

> Dial 1-800-536-NLTN (6586)

> Your call will be routed to the NLTN office serving your state.

>

> The website is:  http://www.cdc.gov/phppo/dls/nltnmap.htm

>

> This covers shipping of lab specimens, offers CEUs and I think the

> researchers will be more than happy to comply if you point out the

> size of the fines their labs may receive if they violate the regs:

> on the order of $25K vs. $10.00 & 4 hours of invested time.

>

> >      I am curious to learn how different institutions are providing

> >      training to those invidiuals who package and ship biological

> >      materials.  We cover details of labeling and packaging in our annual

> >      update safety training and this has been well received by our

> >      researchers.  However, I've recently received several calls from

> >      pricipal investigators who are submitting grant proposals and are

> >      having to answer whether or not they are "certified" to ship

> >      biological materials (not CDC select agents).  I spoke with Lynn Myers

> >      of the CDC and she explained that it's up to each individual

> >      institution to define "certified".

> >

> >      I'm aware of several courses and training networks who will provide

> >      you with a certificate once you've completed their training, but I'm

> >      not convinced that it's necessary to required each laboratory and

> >      clinic to send a representative to these programs...especially, when I

> >      can provide the training on-site.

> >

> >

> >      Thanks in advance for your feedback.

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >

> >      Scott Alderman

> >      Occupational and Environmental Safety

> >      Duke University

> >

> Terry Stinnett

> therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

> UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

> BioSafety Officer

> 4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

> Denver, CO 80262

> 303-315-6754

Terry

The program through NLTN that I think you are refering to is called "Can

You Afford to Be Safe? Packaging & Shipping of Laboratory Specimens"

done live on May 23, 1996 and now available on video with CEU credit. It

is a great start for training, but there have been alot of changes in

the regulations.  The changes in IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations for

1997 were significant.  Not only are the regulations changing, but the

enforcement is getting stronger.  Congress in September of 1996

authorized the hiring of 118 inspectors and 12 attorneys to increase

compliance and enforcement efforts ensuring the safe transport of

hazardous materials.  DOT increased the maximum civil penalty from

$25,000 to $27,500.  The criminal penalties are up to $500,000.00,

imprisonment of up to five (5) years, or both.

--

Jay Johnson

Partners In Compliance, Inc.

Morrisville, NC

1-800-497-6973

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 28 Aug 1997 16:40:11 -0400

Reply-To:     johnson@picomply.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jay Johnson <johnson@PICOMPLY.COM>

Organization: Partners in Compliance

Subject:      Re: training shippers of biological materials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Jairo Betancourt wrote:

>

> *** Reply to note of 08/28/97 10:27

>

> Hi! Scott: Some time ago I spoke with Good old Lynn and she gave me similar an

> swer. I was more concerned about who was the "STATE authorities" as per IATA

> regulatios. So I ordered from IATA the Dangerous Goods Regulation Training

> Programme package for Trainers, and I am in the process of preparing my own

> training module. I also was approached bt principal investigators and I will

> provide the training in the future. The only problem I have is that I will

 have

>  to give them training on shipping other dangerous goods (9 classes) besides

 Cl

> ass 6. Toxic and Infectious Materials.

>

> Jairo Betancourt

> Laboratory Safety Specialist

Jairo

The IATA Programme package for Trainers is a great training tool.  If

you are developing a training program for all 9 classes, than you will

need to teach (in detail) all 9 classes.  The IATA regulations under

1.5 Training Regulations require both a general familiarisation training

and function specific training.  The regulations are worded such that

you only hve to train on what you need (function specific).  There is no

requirement for complete training on all the 9 classes.  The regulations

are worded the same for 49 CFR.  Why train on placards and bulk tanker

requirements if all you ever ship are small quantities of infectious

materials?

--

Jay Johnson

Partners In Compliance, Inc.

Morrisville, NC

1-800-497-6973

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 30 Aug 1997 16:40:34 -0700

Reply-To:     Sarah E Palmer <spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sarah E Palmer <spalmer@U.ARIZONA.EDU>

Subject:      Precedents for lab closures

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

I know this may be a sensitive subject, but what have been the experiences

of other biosafety officers and committees,in deciding to close an unsafe

laboratory?  What were the justifications for lab closure and how was the

lab reopened if at all?  Did the closure improve the overall safety

in the lab when it was reopened? How were management issues addressed and

improved?   Our IBC is facing this difficult and complex issue for the

first time in twenty years.

Thanks!

----------------------

Sarah E Palmer

Research Coordinator, Institutional Biosafeyt Committee

Univeristy of Arizona

ph 520 621-5279

spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 2 Sep 1997 05:25:32 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      NEBSA Meeting -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Can you please forward information about the NEBSA?  Tom Sawicki,

USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 28 Aug 1997 11:36:16 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: training shippers of biological materials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I have an in-house biological shipping "certification" program which seems

fairly well-received; I'm mentioning it for those who have not yet tapped

this source of support in an academic research environment. Our grant

administrators meet monthly; annually at one of their sessions  [usually at

the same session that technology transfer gives their talk] I give a twenty-

minute overview of shipping issues (getting things IN-import permits, etc.)

and getting things OUT-(proper shipping containers, etc.) and I ask that a

representative of the office staff/laboratory staff of each group who ship

biologicals come to a training session. Training session attendance is

rewarded with a certificate signed by the Director for Research; my ego takes

a hit but this "official" endorsement helps.  To tie the ends of the program

together further, there is a little box on the bottom of the technology

transfer forms which recommends calling my office for shipping regulations.

An additional benefit of informing office staff about the importance of the

issues is that, when they process paperwork which pays for the package to be

shipped, they get involved and refer any questions to me.  This helps to fold

additional "untrained" research staff into the system; (I can train them when

they show up in my office!).

For my part, I need all the help I can get!

Karen Byers, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, 44 Binney St., Boston, MA 02115

617-632-3890 karen_byers@dfci.harvard.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 3 Sep 1997 12:11:55 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      DOT training materials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

To obtain general hazardous materials transportation information, call the:

info-line, 1-800-HMR49-22 (1-800-467-4922). In the Washington DC metro area,

the number is (202) 366-4488.

I got a number of pamphlets, including `Infectious Substances What you need

to Know'; a chart on classification of dangerous goods which is the right

size for a color xerox onto an overhead, and some information on training

requirements. I found it extremely helpful, and, very important, free!

When I called, I left my request on an automated system but a real person

called back and made an effort to determine what materials would be relevant

for my purposes.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 4 Sep 1997 08:51:16 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kathy Joseph <kjoseph@WARREN.MED.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: DOT training materials

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I was told nothing was free and that they do not take POs.

_______________________ Reply Separator _______________________

Subject: DOT training materials

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at HMS-Internet

Date:    9/3/97 12:11 PM

To obtain general hazardous materials transportation information, call the:

info-line, 1-800-HMR49-22 (1-800-467-4922). In the Washington DC metro area,

the number is (202) 366-4488.

I got a number of pamphlets, including `Infectious Substances What you need

to Know'; a chart on classification of dangerous goods which is the right

size for a color xerox onto an overhead, and some information on training

requirements. I found it extremely helpful, and, very important, free!

When I called, I left my request on an automated system but a real person

called back and made an effort to determine what materials would be relevant

for my purposes.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 4 Sep 1997 10:20:49 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: DOT training materials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I'm sorry Kathy-I really thought I was sharing something helpful-I typed the

hot line information verbatim from the back of a DOT pamphlet that I got from

the DOT. Maybe someone inexperienced or unhelpful answered the phone!  I

received single copies of materials and was sent a price list for ordering

additional copies for my training session.  Also directions for accessing

information on their web page, which I have not attempted yet.  Maybe you

could try again in a few days?

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 4 Sep 1997 09:58:47 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      where to stay at ABSA conf in LaJolla

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Does anyone know of a cheaper, but nice, hotel than the La Jolla Marriott,

Calf. ($104) that is real close to the Conference site?  I won't have a

car.  Thks, Judy Pointer at UTMDACC

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 4 Sep 1997 13:05:20 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: DOT training materials

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Address for DOT info:

http://ohm.volpe.dot.gov/ohm/trainreq.htm

Infectious substance pamphlet, list of free materials, etc. right on web.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 4 Sep 1997 16:23:40 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barbara Ernisse <ERNISSE_B@A1.TCH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA meeting

In-Reply-To:  <3405D82A.5F63@picomply.com>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN

Richie and other Biosafty-ers:

I have just made all my trip arrangements and am looking forward to the ABSA

trip next month.  Now I want to get a loud vote in for the BIOSAFTY dinner -

Let's do Mexican.

Barb Ernisse

Research Safety Specialist

Boston Children's Hospital.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 5 Sep 1997 08:11:13 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Brenda Wong <bwong@UCSD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: where to stay at ABSA conf in LaJolla

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Unfortunately, there is only 1 hotel in this particular area that is within

walking distance.  It is the Embassy Suites, 4550 a Jolla Village Drive, La

Jolla, 92122

Phone - 619  453-0400

FAX     619  453-4226

Let me know if I can help you with anything else.

Brenda Wong (local planning committee)

UC San Diego EH&S

9500 Gilman Drive

La Jolla, CA.  92093-0920

619  534-6059

FAX  619  534-7982

bwong@ucsd.edu

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

At 09:58 AM 9/4/97 -0500, you wrote:

>Does anyone know of a cheaper, but nice, hotel than the La Jolla Marriott,

>Calf. ($104) that is real close to the Conference site?  I won't have a

>car.  Thks, Judy Pointer at UTMDACC

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 5 Sep 1997 12:31:18 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: where to stay at ABSA conf in LaJolla -Reply

Hello

I just called Embassy Suites $155.00 for Sat-Sun and the rate goes up on

Monday.  That is for a single room.  I hear LaJolla is an expensive town,

so you may not get better rates at other hotels.

Just my two cents worth.

BTW  -- I get to go too!  I'm really excited, Mexican sounds great to me.  I'll

bring the breath mints!

Michele Crase

Environmental Health and Safety

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL

mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 5 Sep 1997 16:33:17 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christopher Brey <brey@DNAX.ORG>

Subject:      Select Agent Clarification

Could somebody provide me with clarification on the biomedical research

exemption for work with select agent toxins?  Which of the select toxins have

 vertebrate LD50s> 100 nanograms/kg ?  Any assistance would be greatly

appreciated.

C. Brey

DNAX Research Institute

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 8 Sep 1997 09:33:09 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 09/08/97 09:33:38 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA meeting

*** Reply to note of 09/04/97 16:39

I am really getting excited with this group. This annual dinner is almost an

institution! You guys are great! let's go for it Arriba muchachos! let's go to

the mountains! Vienen los bandidos!!Andale!

Jairo Betancourt-Univ. of MIami

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 8 Sep 1997 15:15:14 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lindsey Kayman <kayman@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      autoclave towers

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I recently had a complaint regarding ergonomic issues and the potential for

burns from autoclave towers where one unit is stacked on top of the other.

Steris (formerly AMSCO) does not sell any special carts for unloading this

equipment.  Both the top and the bottom units pose an ergonomic hazard, but

the risk of burns from hot liquids is especially serious for the top unit.

Have any of you had any injuries from these units?  Do any of you have any

policies banning these autoclave towers?

On a related note, we recently had an incident you might be interested in:

In the autoclave room we have 2 steam generators stacked one on top of the

other.  The top generator is fed by DI water, while the bottom one is fed

by tap water.  Boiling water/steam backflowed into a utility pipe which

connected the top generator unit with the DI water.  The plastic PVC pipe

melted and sprayed water all over the room including the safety pressure

valve on the bottom generator.  The bottom generator safety valve shorted

out but noone knew this.  This lead to an overpressure on the bottom

generator about a week later which caused the safety valve to rupture.

Boiling water/steam sprayed out to the side of the unit and into the room

since it wasn't plumbed to a drain.  Now, among other things, I'm

recommending relocating the generators to an isolated room where they could

sit side by side. I would also like to recommend replacing the tower units

with side by sides.  Any ideas?  Thanks

Lindsey Kayman, CIH

e-mail:  kayman@umdnj.edu

phone:  732-235-4058

fax:  732-235-5270

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Sep 1997 09:23:40 -0600

Reply-To:     Roland Leitner <rleitner@acs.ucalgary.ca>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roland Leitner <rleitner@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>

Subject:      HBV Vaccine and Autoimmune response?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

For the last 8 years our university offers free HBV vaccine to all

employees, volunteers, ... who are at potential risk of infection.

One of our researchers received his first shot a few weeks ago, then went

on sabbatical to France, and was trying to find someone who would inject

him with the second dose he was given by our nurse and had taken with him.

His request brought to light a concern that he shared with me, and I would

like to share with you to get more information.

According to this researcher over 150 French doctors have petitioned the

French Academy of Sciences to carry out a survey of adverse reactions

to the hepatitis B vaccine. The suggested reactions are autoimmune

diseases.

Since I regularly recommend this vaccine to my people I feel a great

responsibility to get as much information about this as I possibly can.

Can anyone of you add to this discussion? I am looking forward to hearing

from you.

Roland

 Roland Leitner

 Laboratory Safety Officer

 Safety Services, The University of Calgary

 Tel:(403)220-4612   Fax:(403)284-1332

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 09:05:51 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: HBV Vaccine and Autoimmune response?

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A41.3.96.970909090918.42680A-100000@acs3.acs.ucalgary.ca>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

I am interested in what specific autoimmune diseases are involved in this

concern.  Has anyone read anything recently?

On Tue, 9 Sep 1997, Roland Leitner wrote:

> For the last 8 years our university offers free HBV vaccine to all

> employees, volunteers, ... who are at potential risk of infection.

>

> One of our researchers received his first shot a few weeks ago, then went

> on sabbatical to France, and was trying to find someone who would inject

> him with the second dose he was given by our nurse and had taken with him.

> His request brought to light a concern that he shared with me, and I would

> like to share with you to get more information.

>

> According to this researcher over 150 French doctors have petitioned the

> French Academy of Sciences to carry out a survey of adverse reactions

> to the hepatitis B vaccine. The suggested reactions are autoimmune

> diseases.

>

> Since I regularly recommend this vaccine to my people I feel a great

> responsibility to get as much information about this as I possibly can.

> Can anyone of you add to this discussion? I am looking forward to hearing

> from you.

>

> Roland

>

>  Roland Leitner

>  Laboratory Safety Officer

>  Safety Services, The University of Calgary

>  Tel:(403)220-4612   Fax:(403)284-1332

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 12:37:54 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      drinking fountains & teaching labs
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We have a request for installation of a drinking fountain in a gross

anatomy suite.  There is a hall and the labs themselves are

immediately to the right and left of the entrance.  Further down the

hall (6 or 8 feet) there's an eyewash, a utiltiy sink (which they

assure me is only used for handwashing) and beyond that are

classrooms with separate entrances from the outside corridors also.

The students are discouraged from bringing drinks into the area,

however, they get thirsty while in the labs.

There is no room in the outer hallway for a fountain, and neighboring

areas complain if the students come into the main hall with gloves

on.  Also, there is a cost of donning new gloves each time they go to

get a drink of water....

The idea is to design the fountain to be operated by foot pedals

only, there is no handling of hazardous chemicals in the immediate

area, nor are any of the tissues or specimens handled in that area.

Suggestions?

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 14:57:33 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

!!!!We allow no eating drinking etc. in labs, animal rooms OR ROOMS

THAT OPEN DIRECTLY ONTO THESE AREAS (i.e. lab corribors)! This has

been one of our most basic safety rules for at least the 11 years

I've been employed here. We allow no drinking fountains in lab

coridors. They belong in admin hallways separated from lab corridors

by a set of doors, and in non-lab buildings, of course.

These requirements are so basic to our mode of operation that it was

at the urging of our EMPLOYEES that a drinking fountain which had

been installed in a lab hallway of a new builing was removed! We had

missed it since it wasn't on any of the floor plans.

We have folks who work several hours at a stretch in animal rooms

that you have to shower out of. They have learned to adapt. If

students are in the lab long enough that they must leave to get some

water (or go to the rest room), then the cost of one more pair of

gloves simply must be borne. The gloves belong inside the lab.

Perhaps the students (and others) could be asked to take care of such

needs before donning protective equipment? And in my humble opinion

(and that of the government agencies for whom we perform research),

lab corridors are no place for eating nor drinking.

Randy Norman

Safety Manager, RSO, BSO, etc.

MA BioServices, Inc.

Rockville, MD

rnorman@microbio.com

My personal opinions, not necessarily those of my employer, etc.
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Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 15:22:30 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

Just a personal opinion...

I'm cheering on people who complain when med students leave the anatomy area

with gloves on...Leaving the water fountain way out in the `clean' zone

could be the med school's most effective training tool to teach future

physicians to take off their gloves and wash their hands periodically...you

could put a sign on the lab door "remove gloves-wash hands"-- getting this

message across could save a fortune for the health care system later in

prevention of nosocomial infections...well worth buying a few more pairs of

gloves...and handwashing is taught better by example than in one or two

infection control lectures...

Sorry--handwashing is personal campaign of mine...
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs
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Hi, Therese.  Poor students, can't drink anything and have to cut up bodies

all day long to boot!  Reminds me of when I was a student.

I wouldn't put a drinking fountain in the gross anatomy lab, even if it is

a foot peddle only type.  I think that the BBP standard would forbid it

anyway - no eating or drinking in BL 2, etc.  Also, we make everyone take

their gloves off whenever they leave their labs - i.e. no gloves in

hallways, offices, etc.  When I was a tech, it used to really bother me to

see another tech with their gloves on while pushing the elevator buttons.

Now that I'm in the Safety Office, I can tell them to take them off, when I

catch them <-- one of the many (!!only??) perks of this job.  I don't know

if it's written in any reg. - but my boss keeps telling me that "you can

not base the necessity of any safety measure on cost".  In other words - if

you decide to do something, you have to justify it with safety reasons -

not cost reasons.  Of course that doesn't mean you can't institute the most

cost effective safety measure, just so long as it is as good or better than

the more costly alternative and you can justify it.

See Ya,

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC

Houston
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs
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I agree with you in principle and in my personal practices. However,

when the med school instructor stands there and tells you that they

are not policing up after the students and no one is going to get

kicked out of these classes, they are spending $40K a year to be

here.....then what?   I am ashamed to tell you how bad the mess was

in the ladies room off the lab, where people had simply discarded

their gloves on the floor and benches in the locker room.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 16:54:15 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: drinking fountains & teaching labs

     Oh yes! Very big concern! How do you enforce Safety Rules for

     students? You certainly CAN'T fire them. Without support from the

     administration for use of student disciplinary procedures, you may as

     well have anarchy! You have to draw the line somewhere though, don't

     you??

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    9/10/97 4:38 PM

I agree with you in principle and in my personal practices. However,

when the med school instructor stands there and tells you that they

are not policing up after the students and no one is going to get

kicked out of these classes, they are spending $40K a year to be

here.....then what?   I am ashamed to tell you how bad the mess was

in the ladies room off the lab, where people had simply discarded

their gloves on the floor and benches in the locker room.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 16:55:17 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

My sympathies! You are having a hard day... It sounds like you have a

difficult situation to deal with. You will need some administrative support

for an educational effort. We had problems with researchers wearing latex

gloves in elevators and the Director for Research wrote a letter reminding

researchers that fellow passengers had no way of knowing whether the gloves

were clean or not, so they had to be removed before entering elevators. The

letter was posted in the elevators for a while and mailed to labs. The

letter, and the "NO LATEX GLOVES" signs that went up over every elevator call

button reduced the number of "sightings" remarkably.
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Date:         Wed, 10 Sep 1997 14:03:15 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: drinking fountains & teaching labs

     Yikes, Terri, your med school instructor has a bad attitude problem

     and, unfortunately, you have to deal with it.  If I encountered an

     instructor at UCSF with that attitude, I'd have the Dean of the med

     school on his case so fast his head would spin!  That attitude is

     inexcusable and every single instructor must be helped to realize that

     he or she needs to begin setting acceptable levels of performance in

     med students from Day One.  And that includes proper adherence to

     basic personal hygiene and housekeeping principles, common

     consideration and courtesy to other staff and students, and the

     vigorous, full-time, zero-tolerance use of universal precautions and

     prudent practices.  If your administration won't back you up 110% when

     you demand such performance from instructors, PIs, etc., it's time to

     start job-hunting!  If the students haven't already had it, now might

     be the time for a fully compliant, no-holds-barred technical training

     session on bloodborne pathogens and the BBP regs.  You could fold in a

     summary of your medical waste management policies as a coda.  And I

     think I (and probably a lot of other BSOs) can provide you with some

     statistics that you can use to really get the students' attention

     vis-a-vis risks associated with BBP exposures.

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    09/10/1997 1:36 PM

I agree with you in principle and in my personal practices. However,

when the med school instructor stands there and tells you that they

are not policing up after the students and no one is going to get

kicked out of these classes, they are spending $40K a year to be

here.....then what?   I am ashamed to tell you how bad the mess was

in the ladies room off the lab, where people had simply discarded

their gloves on the floor and benches in the locker room.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs
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What a perfect opportunity to do some real teaching to students who must

learn sooner or later about infection control and proper safety

procedures.  Seems to me a fellow by the name of Semmelweis told us over

a hundred years ago that people should wash their hands and showed us

about disease transmission.  Perhaps it is about time that we started

teaching students again instead of looking at them as a cash cow that

can't be corrected.  If they can't do it right now, how are we to

believe they can practice medicine later?
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs
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Therese, I feel for you.  What you need is some support from

administration.  Of course the professors don't want to police-up after the

students!  And they won't, unless the administration makes them do it.

When I was a student at Rice, they had one of the best safety depts. at a

uni.   The students rated it very high, even though they grumbled about the

training sessions and monitoring they had to endure.  Rice U.

Administration used that high rating in their promotional literature to

prospective students and their parents - who are usually the ones that fork

over the cash for their "little darlings" to attend.  The administration

was smart enough to "get it" that a parent's worst nightmare is sending

their child off to a university and having them return maimed because of an

illness or accident that could have been avoided.

I shudder to think of the new batch of doctors that your university will

turn out - some of which will end up at UT MD Anderson Cancer Center - and

become our problem.  We don't need any more nosocomal infections in our

immunosuppressed cancer patients or any more occupational illnesses in our

staff.  If the administration and the professors at medical schools refuse

to teach the most basic principals of safety and infection control - there

is no way they are going to turn out a very good product.  I would think

that medical universities would be clamoring to offer a required basic

course in safety/infection control - then enforce the teachings.  At the

very least, it would be an 'easy A' for the students.

You can show them my opinion, if you think it will help.

Judy Pointer

Safety Specialist

UTMDACC

Houston, TX

Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU on 09/10/97 04:36:15 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

I agree with you in principle and in my personal practices. However,

when the med school instructor stands there and tells you that they

are not policing up after the students and no one is going to get

kicked out of these classes, they are spending $40K a year to be

here.....then what?   I am ashamed to tell you how bad the mess was

in the ladies room off the lab, where people had simply discarded

their gloves on the floor and benches in the locker room.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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Date:         Thu, 11 Sep 1997 09:01:30 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jennifer Reader <JENNIFER@EHS.UOGUELPH.CA>

Organization: Environmental Health and Safety

Subject:      Drinking fountains

I view this situation as similar to asbestos workers.  They must suit

up in Tyvek, seal the cuffs with duct tape, wear respirators,

goggles, etc.  They  must shower to get out of the area.  If they can

do it (in a Tyvek suit no less), then gross anatomy students can

leave their work space to eat, drink, etc.  I bet those asbestos

workers learn to control their eating and drinking habits fast.

Jennifer Reader, B.S., M.S.P.H.

Hazardous Materials Safety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

University of Guelph

Guelph, Ontario N1G 2W1   Canada

519-824-4120 X3190    Fax 519-824-0364

e-Mail  jennifer@ehs.uoguelph.ca
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Job Wanted
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I am sending this for a good friend who is looking for a job in the Health

and Safety field.  A brief history of the applicant:

Health and Safety Manager with over 20 years of progressive experience and

responsibility in program development and management in biological safety,

laboratory safety, and environmental health and safety in both university

and hospital settings is seeking a senior EH&S management position.

Teaching and research interests have centered on environmental and

occupational health and safety and has contributed to the literature in

these areas.

Responsible for the Health and Safety Management Program in accordance with

the operating policies, business plans,  regulations and guidelines of

accrediting agencies and regulatory authorities having jurisdiction over

safety matters.

Responsible for the management (development, implementation, staffing, and

monitoring) of the entire safety program including: biosafety, industrial

hygiene, fire and life safety, hazardous material, and waste management for

a major University and Medical Center.

Responsible for the preparation and management of a 2.2 million dollar

budget and the management of 23 technical, 5 administrative and 5 student

employees to support this effort.

Responsible for two Joint Commission for Accreditation of Hospital

Organizations (JCAHO) audits.  One resulted in "Accreditation with

Commendation" and the other passed both a focal audit for correction of

prior critical violations and one sentinel visit.

For further information please contact Daniel F. Liberman, PhD via Richard

Fink - rfink@mit.edu.

Thanks for any assistance you can provide.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Thu, 11 Sep 1997 13:37:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Josh Switzky <Jswitz322@AOL.COM>

Subject:      Re: Job Wanted

All  inquiries/resumes should be directed to the consultant retained to

manage this hiring effort:

Joshua Switzky

Zweig White & Associates, Inc.

25 Kearny, Suite 500

San Francisco, CA  94108

Tel. (415) 296-9600

Fax (415) 296-8003

Senior Biological and Chemical Safety Specialist (South San Francisco)

Position will develop and manage programs to promote compliance with all

applicable regulations, company policies and good practices for the following

programs: Chemical Safety including serve as chemical hygiene officer,

perform training, conduct audits, prepare documentation (Chemical Hygiene

Plan, Business Plan, and Chemical Inventories); and Biological Safety

including coordinate efforts of the Institutional Biosafety Committee conduct

audits, perform sampling, and manage biowaste disposal.  Candidate will

possess B.S. in chemical or biological sciences or equivalent (MS desirable),

5-7 years experience in chemical safety and biological safety.
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Date:         Fri, 12 Sep 1997 14:18:27 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: drinking fountains & teaching labs

1) Close the john as a biospill site.

2) clean up the mess, use contractors.

3) bill the department for the contractors.

4) supply the instructor with the OSHA definitions of willful and DIC.  I

think both would apply to him.

Bob

Reply to message from Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU of         Wed, 10 Sep 1997

 14:36:15 MST-0700

>

>I agree with you in principle and in my personal practices. However,

>when the med school instructor stands there and tells you that they

>are not policing up after the students and no one is going to get

>kicked out of these classes, they are spending $40K a year to be

>here.....then what?   I am ashamed to tell you how bad the mess was

>in the ladies room off the lab, where people had simply discarded

>their gloves on the floor and benches in the locker room.

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Restaurants for 3rd Annual Biosafty Dinner
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Brenda Wong has kindly researched restaurants near the Marriott.

Regretfully nothing that is really Mexican.  I have pruned the choices a bit

and the finalists are:

>HOPS - a Bistro and micro-brewery

>

>Soups, salads, sandwiches, woodfired pizza and pasta.  Specialties include

sesame atlantic salmon, crab stuffed sea bass, grilled rib eye, and

vegetarian options. Brews include blonde ale, golden ale, raspberry and

special seasonal brews.  Prices - $9.95 - $14.95

>

>

>PEKING PALACE - Chinese food

>

>Beef, Pork, Duck, chicken, Seafood and Vegetables.  Healthy, Diet and

Vegetarian option.  No particular specialties.  Prices $4.95 - $16.95 (for

lobster)

>

>

>CARLOS MURPHY'S - Mexican American Bar and Grill

>

>Soups, Salads, Sizzling Fajitas, BBQ, Mexican Combo's, Grill specialties

such as grilled shark, blackened shark, Monterey chicken;  other specialties

include vegetarian options, grilled fish tacos, seafood tacos.  Prices $6.99

- $14.99.

>

>~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>PF Chang's - Chinese Bistro

>

>Soups, Salads, and various stir-fry meats, chicken, seafood, including

noodles and rice.  Vegetarian options also.  Specialities include unusual

stir fry combinations such as orange peel beef - szechwan-style beef tossed

with red chilis and fresh orange peel; spicy ground chicken and eggplant;

DanDan Noodles - scallions, garlic and chilis sauteed with ground chicken

nesting on hot egg noodles, garnished with shredded cucumbers and bean

sprouts.  Prices $6.95 - $12.95.

>If there are enough cars,  we can carpool to Casa de Bandini in Old Town

which is about  12 miles away.  They have more "authentic' mexican food in a

delightful outdoor setting with mariachi's and 32 oz margaritas.

>

The dinner will be MONDAY night.  We will meet in the hotel lobby (I am

assuming that it has a lobby) at about 6:30 (exact time TBA).  Look for the

Biosafty Sign.  So what I need to know are: 1) Are you coming to the dinner;

2) which restaurant do you prefer; 3) will you have a car (and how many can

you take).

Thank you, and see you in LaJolla.

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Wed, 17 Sep 1997 13:14:36 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Autoclave Rooms

     Fellow Biosafty-Listers:

     Of the hundred or so autoclaves being operated here at UCSF, many are

     double or triple-chamber units (or stand-alones) housed in a room that

     opens onto a major corridor so several labs can use them.  Medical

     waste contained in red biohazard autoclave bags is brough to these

     autoclaves in closed biohazard transport barrels by the labs. These

     red bags contain waste technically classified as Risk Group 2.  After

     autoclaving, it is discarded as solid trash, in accordance with the

     California Medical Waste Management Act.

     There's a little mental mouse running around in the back of my brain

     telling me that the RG2 barrel contents are directly accessible from a

     public thoroughfare (corridor) and asking me if the autoclave rooms

     shouldn't be signed and treated as BSL2 spaces.  My logic says that,

     under the circumstances, it's not necessary since the contents of the

     red bags aren't handled, simply "accessible" but my mouse isn't so

     sure.

     I need a reality check here.  I'd appreciate hearing your thoughts on

     this matter.  Do any of you assign a BSL to autoclave rooms or

     facilities? If not, why not? Thanks for sharing your thoughts with me.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 05:46:21 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave Rooms

Ohio requires that Biohazardous/infectious/medical waste be secured from

the public.  In the corridors wouldn't make here.

Autoclaves may only be

used as sterilization devices if certain conditions are met, testing logs

ect.  We don't bother.  After being in our autoclaves the stuff is still

regulated and sent to be burned for this reason.

Lastly, the autoclaved stuff may be sterile if you met the requirements, but

what about the barrels you brought the stuff to the autoclave in?

Regards,

Bob

Reply to message from GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU of Wed, 17 Sep

>

>     Fellow Biosafty-Listers:

>

>     Of the hundred or so autoclaves being operated here at UCSF, many are

>     double or triple-chamber units (or stand-alones) housed in a room that

>     opens onto a major corridor so several labs can use them.  Medical

>     waste contained in red biohazard autoclave bags is brough to these

>     autoclaves in closed biohazard transport barrels by the labs. These

>     red bags contain waste technically classified as Risk Group 2.  After

>     autoclaving, it is discarded as solid trash, in accordance with the

>     California Medical Waste Management Act.

>

>     There's a little mental mouse running around in the back of my brain

>     telling me that the RG2 barrel contents are directly accessible from a

>     public thoroughfare (corridor) and asking me if the autoclave rooms

>     shouldn't be signed and treated as BSL2 spaces.  My logic says that,

>     under the circumstances, it's not necessary since the contents of the

>     red bags aren't handled, simply "accessible" but my mouse isn't so

>     sure.

>

>     I need a reality check here.  I'd appreciate hearing your thoughts on

>     this matter.  Do any of you assign a BSL to autoclave rooms or

>     facilities? If not, why not? Thanks for sharing your thoughts with me.

>

>

>     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

>     Biosafety officer

>     UC San Francisco

>     415-476-2097

>     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 08:33:08 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 09/18/97 08:33:48 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Autoclave Rooms

*** Reply to note of 09/17/97 16:25

We do not here at the University. Thereasoning for this is: Who has access to

these rooms but laboratorians with knowledge and experience, the red bags are

poperly sealed and handled by the same "producers" of the waste, these are the

same people that will initiate the autoclaving procedure. Thanks
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 12:15:46 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Animal burial

In-Reply-To:  <UMIAMIVM.JBETANCO.164933080097261FUMIAMIVM@IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Here at Clemson, we have a policy of burying large animals (cows, pigs,

etc.) rather than incinerating them. As part of our burial SOP, our

employees are instructed to add 1 pound of slaked lime for every 10 pounds

of animal body weight. We've been reviewing our procedures, and are unable

to determine where the recommendation to add Lime came from. Anyone

familiar with this?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 13:03:09 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Autoclave Rooms

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Glenn,  California has specific med waste regulation which may or may

not require "rendering the waste unrecognizable".  The regulations vary

all over the country so what we do in Virginia is not what someone may

do in Ohio, Florida, or California, etc.  Secondly, since the real risk

of handling med waste/infectious waste is an occupational risk you

should minimize the potential for personnel other than the "generator"

to be exposed by requiring the lab people to keep their waste in their

labs until an autoclave is available, or, if the waste is autoclaved by

housekeeping/other personnel, until the designated individual comes to

take it to the autoclave and disinfect it.

With regard to the Biosafety Level, Biosafety Levels are assigned to

laboratory facilities based on the probabilities of the agents being

able to cause laboratory acquired infections during normal laboratory

manipulations.  Autoclave rooms per se were not considered for BL

designation.  Procedurally, all waste going to the "autoclave room"

should be properly packaged so that personnel are not exposed and should

not be left in the room for unsuspecting personnel or others such as

visitors etc. to accidentally or purposefully get into.  It should be

placed directly in the autoclave and processed for an appropriate time

and temperature as determined by your personnel for your autoclaves.

Have folks label their wastes as to lab location and initiate a

requirement for appropriate autoclave use for waste decon.  Any wastes

found in the autoclave room should be traced back to the generator and

proper reprimand made.  I know it's easier said than done, but it is

important to ensure personnel and public safety. Hope this helps.

PS This does work in other places so with a little education as to the

requirements and the reasons for the requirements it can be done.  Make

sure you check into both the local and state requirements for decon of

this waste and take with a grain of salt the comments from other states

when they talk about what they have to do.  You may have looser or

stricter regs than they do.  Regards, Jack Keene
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 10:12:29 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Margaret Stalker <stalkerm@U.ARIZONA.EDU>

Subject:      ADVICE FOR ESTABLISHING NEW BSO POSITION

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We are preparing to establish a new Biosafety Office position at the

University of Arizona.  We would appreciate any information you can provide

on the following questions:

1.  What should the salary range be or what is the salary range at your

institution or business?  Are there different levels (ie. Biosafety Officer

I, Biosafety Officer II, etc.)?

2.  What qualifications and experience should be necessary?

3.  What is the job description?  Specific duties, etc.?  (Does the

position include teaching any courses or classes?)

4.  To Whom does this person report?  (ie. Vice President for Research,

Environmental Safety Office, Chairman of Institutional Biosafety Committee

or a combination)

5. Should (or does) the Biosafety Officer have employees working for them?

6. How large is your facility?  (ie.  How many BL3 or higher laboratories

do you have?)

Margaret Stalker, Program Coordinator

Institutional Biosafety Committee

University of Arizona

Phone: 520 621-3441

FAX: 520-621-6159

EMAIL: stalkerm@u.arizona.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 13:46:45 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re: Animal burial

     Others may have heard of it elsewhere, but I know it's part of the old

     requirements we used to follow for packing up low-level radioactive

     animal carcasses prior to shipment for disposal/burial. We haven't

     done this for MANY years: maybe another can advise what purpose was

     served by the lime? My guess is that it retards the decay of the

     carcasses and the subsequent production of (possibly radioactive in

     the LLRW case) gasses.

     [I know that the Appalachian Compact Commission has expressed much

     concern over gas production from the decay of biological wastes and

     that there has been talk of prohibiting (!!)bio wastes from the future

     PA LLRW site.]

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Animal burial

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    9/18/97 1:16 PM

Here at Clemson, we have a policy of burying large animals (cows, pigs,

etc.) rather than incinerating them. As part of our burial SOP, our

employees are instructed to add 1 pound of slaked lime for every 10 pounds

of animal body weight. We've been reviewing our procedures, and are unable

to determine where the recommendation to add Lime came from. Anyone

familiar with this?

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 15:53:38 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Animal burial

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Actually, the lime should enhance decomposition by adjusting the pH

during microbial growth in the carcasses.  Check with the folks at the

National Animal Disease Center in Ames Iowa.  They should know exactly

what to do.

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 15:17:13 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Animal burial -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks a lot Jack.  The National Animal Disease Center does not bury

experimentally infected animals.   I believe some states allow this

practice and others don't.  I also believe that the Animal and Plant

Inspection Service (APHIS)  utilizes burial in some case of outbreaks (at

least used to) and probably have protocols.  Since APHIS is just next

door, I'll find a contact person, send it off to the list, and whoever had the

original question can call for direct info.

Scott Rusk

NADC
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 18:38:00 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Girish Ramachandran <girish@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Specs for Microbial Biotech Facl. of the Future

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

 I am a graduate student of Architecture at MIT in Cambridge, MA, currently

pursuing my third masters in Architecture with varied academic background

and interests in landscape ecology, geographic information systems, cutting

edge technology and  environment.

I am working on my final Architectural thesis on the design for a  "

Environmental Microbial research and Bio-tech production facility for the

21st Century"  as an alternative use for a wasteland or landfill site

located  in a ecologically sensitive Coastal Wetland (Salt Marshes) in the

State of Massachusetts.

I would appreciate if you could spare  few minutes to provide some information

 or provide me the names of the people who might have the right information.

I am seeking information about the architectural design of the physical

facility as well as some information on environmental microbes.

I am interested in knowing more design details about your facility such as:

   Space planning - Square footage, height, volume

   Building Materials, finishes

   programmatic requirements - Kind of spaces for research and production

   Bio safety in Microbial production and research.

   Functional relationship between various departments and units.

  Waste disposal

  Specialized infrastructure if any

  Any other information that is important to know in the design of such

facilities

I would also like to know if there are any Specifications available for the

design of such facilities and where could one find them.

It would also be very helpful for my case study if I could get some pictures

and drawings of modern labs and biotech production facilities. I do have a copy

of the CDC publication on "BioSaftey in Microbilogy and Biomed Labs".

looking forward for some interesting info for designing the Microbiological

labs of the future.

Girish
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Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 20:57:43 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Sandra Filippi <sf1@PGSTUMAIL.PG.CC.MD.US>

Subject:      Lab Design

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Girish:

Suggest you read The NIH Rose Book.

Sandra Lee Filippi, Coordinator

Laboratory Operations and Safety

Prince George's Community College

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 18 Sep 1997 18:57:36 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "kirk w. martin" <kmartin@CDSNET.NET>

Subject:      Re: Animal burial

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>

>Here at Clemson, we have a policy of burying large animals (cows, pigs,

>etc.) rather than incinerating them. As part of our burial SOP, our

>employees are instructed to add 1 pound of slaked lime for every 10 pounds

>of animal body weight. We've been reviewing our procedures, and are unable

>to determine where the recommendation to add Lime came from. Anyone

>familiar with this?

>

>Is it possible that the high ph of lime is to kill off bacteria so they

don't enter the groundwater. Most bacteria, viruses etc. take much longer to

be inactivated when no sunlight is hitting them and can be transported

easily in underground aquifers. I see many instances in Oregon where the

groundwater is 2-3 feet below the ground surface.

I've also seen sewage plant operators cover small sewage spills with lime.

Kirk W. Martin R.S.

Klamath County Environmental Health

Klamath Falls, OR.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 19 Sep 1997 05:49:19 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Guy Innocente <innocent@ICI.NET>

Subject:      Re: Specs for Microbial Biotech Facl. of the Future

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

You are probably aware of the following standards, but I will mention them

anyway:

1. Primary Containment for Biohazards: Selection, Installation and Use of

        Biological Safety Cabinets (also from the CDC)

2. NFPA 45: Fire Protection for Laboratories Using Chemicals

        (National Fire Protection Association;  Important reference for labs

        using perchloric acid)

3. ANSI / ASHRAE (American National Standards Institute and American Society

of         Heating, Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning Engineering) have

good         ventilation references and standards

4. NSF 49 (National Sanitation Foundation) for BioSafety Cabinets

I see lots of agencies represented on this server, so I am sure you will get

lots more information and references also.

Guy Innocente (innocent@ici.net)

 ===============================================================================

At 06:38 PM 9/18/97 -0400, you wrote:

> I am a graduate student of Architecture at MIT in Cambridge, MA, currently

>pursuing my third masters in Architecture with varied academic background

>and interests in landscape ecology, geographic information systems, cutting

>edge technology and  environment.

>

>I am working on my final Architectural thesis on the design for a  "

>Environmental Microbial research and Bio-tech production facility for the

>21st Century"  as an alternative use for a wasteland or landfill site

>located  in a ecologically sensitive Coastal Wetland (Salt Marshes) in the

>State of Massachusetts.

>

>I would appreciate if you could spare  few minutes to provide some information

> or provide me the names of the people who might have the right information.

>I am seeking information about the architectural design of the physical

>facility as well as some information on environmental microbes.

>

>I am interested in knowing more design details about your facility such as:

>

>   Space planning - Square footage, height, volume

>   Building Materials, finishes

>   programmatic requirements - Kind of spaces for research and production

>   Bio safety in Microbial production and research.

>   Functional relationship between various departments and units.

>  Waste disposal

>  Specialized infrastructure if any

>  Any other information that is important to know in the design of such

>facilities

>

>I would also like to know if there are any Specifications available for the

>design of such facilities and where could one find them.

>It would also be very helpful for my case study if I could get some pictures

>and drawings of modern labs and biotech production facilities. I do have a copy

>of the CDC publication on "BioSaftey in Microbilogy and Biomed Labs".

>

>looking forward for some interesting info for designing the Microbiological

>labs of the future.

>

>Girish

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 19 Sep 1997 08:49:54 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Autoclave Rooms

Be careful!  You are making the fatal mistake of using common sense.

Regulators do not think this way.  Regulator logic can anybody walk in

there?  Not will they or should they but can they?  If anybody can walk in

then it is not a secured area.  In Ohio, I have heard stories of citations

given to nursing homes because visitors would walk into the waste storage

room looking for a nurse.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU of Thu, 18 Sep

>

>*** Reply to note of 09/17/97 16:25

>

>

>We do not here at the University. The reasoning for this is: Who has access to

>these rooms but laboratories with knowledge and experience, the red bags are

>properly sealed and handled by the same "producers" of the waste, these are the

>same people that will initiate the autoclaving procedure. Thanks

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Date:         Fri, 19 Sep 1997 13:03:08 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      FW: URGENT:  Missing ABSA Election Ballots

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Rich,

>

>FYI.  Can you put this information on Biosafty list for ABSA members?

>

>Joe

>

>>----------

>>From:         Van Houten, Joseph [PRI]

>>Sent:         Friday, September 19, 1997 11:15 AM

>>Subject:      URGENT:  Missing ABSA Election Ballots

>>

>>We have found that a number of ABSA members have not received their ballot

>>for this year's election.  The ABSA office has investigated the problem and

>>feels that it is most likely a US Postal Service error.  I would appreciate

>>your help in spreading the word about this problem.  Anyone who has not

>>received a ballot needs to contact the National Office IMMEDIATELY.  The

>>deadline for balloting was supposed to be this Monday, September 22.  We will

>>extend it by one week to allow people to respond.

>>

>>Thanks.

>>

>>Joe

>>

>

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 19 Sep 1997 14:23:08 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Donald W Cagle <cagled@BATTELLE.ORG>

Subject:      Re[2]: Autoclave Rooms

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

     I believe we should "stand fast" (as much as we can) against the

     irrational regulator -- believe it or not, not all of them are that

     bad.  (I may be setting myself up sometimes when I presume "regulator

     logic" - but generally I have found that appeal to the higher level

     within the regulatory body seems to find a level of sanity...).  We

     have folks here who would have us react to every possible

     interpretation -- or to "urban legends" of somebody whose company was

     fined an enormous amount for something stupid.  Then we begin acting

     stupid to satisfy the illogical regulator.  It's a never ending cycle

     we don't want to get caught up in.  Sounds to me like notification

     and/or warning signs on the door of the autoclave room that is located

     in the laboratory areas should suffice to restrict John Q. Public.

     Don Cagle

     Battelle

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Autoclave Rooms

Author:  "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.edu> at ~internet

Date:    9/19/97 8:53 AM

Be careful!  You are making the fatal mistake of using common sense.

Regulators do not think this way.  Regulator logic can anybody walk in

there?  Not will they or should they but can they?  If anybody can walk in

then it is not a secured area.  In Ohio, I have heard stories of citations

given to nursing homes because visitors would walk into the waste storage

room looking for a nurse.

Regards, Bob

Reply to message from JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU of Thu, 18 Sep

>

>*** Reply to note of 09/17/97 16:25

>

>

>We do not here at the University. The reasoning for this is: Who has access to

>these rooms but laboratories with knowledge and experience, the red bags are

>properly sealed and handled by the same "producers" of the waste, these are the

>same people that will initiate the autoclaving procedure. Thanks

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 20 Sep 1997 00:36:50 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[2]: Autoclave Rooms

You will have to ask yourself what they want to accomplish.  Ohio Revised

code Infectious waste regulations state that any area that contains

biohazardous waste is to be secured.  To them this means locked.  Signs

alone(also required) just don't make it.  what do the regulations that you

must follow require?

Bob

Reply to message from cagled@BATTELLE.ORG of Fri, 19 Sep

>

>     I believe we should "stand fast" (as much as we can) against the

>     irrational regulator -- believe it or not, not all of them are that

>     bad.  (I may be setting myself up sometimes when I presume "regulator

>     logic" - but generally I have found that appeal to the higher level

>     within the regulatory body seems to find a level of sanity...).  We

>     have folks here who would have us react to every possible

>     interpretation -- or to "urban legends" of somebody whose company was

>     fined an enormous amount for something stupid.  Then we begin acting

>     stupid to satisfy the illogical regulator.  It's a never ending cycle

>     we don't want to get caught up in.  Sounds to me like notification

>     and/or warning signs on the door of the autoclave room that is located

>     in the laboratory areas should suffice to restrict John Q. Public.

>

>     Don Cagle

>     Battelle

>

>

>______________________________ Reply Separator

 _________________________________

>Subject: Re: Autoclave Rooms

>Author:  "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.edu> at ~internet

>Date:    9/19/97 8:53 AM

>

>

>Be careful!  You are making the fatal mistake of using common sense.

>Regulators do not think this way.  Regulator logic can anybody walk in

>there?  Not will they or should they but can they?  If anybody can walk in

>then it is not a secured area.  In Ohio, I have heard stories of citations

>given to nursing homes because visitors would walk into the waste storage

>room looking for a nurse.

>

>Regards, Bob

>

>Reply to message from JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU of Thu, 18 Sep

>>

>>*** Reply to note of 09/17/97 16:25

>>

>>

>>We do not here at the University. The reasoning for this is: Who has access to

>>these rooms but laboratories with knowledge and experience, the red bags are

>>properly sealed and handled by the same "producers" of the waste, these are

 the

>>same people that will initiate the autoclaving procedure. Thanks

>>

>>

>

>--

>Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

>27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

>Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

>USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Date:         Mon, 22 Sep 1997 10:11:49 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Specs for Microbial Biotech Facl. of the Future

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

A very useful web site for design criteria: http://ATHENA.OD.NIH.GOV

At the "Welcome to NIH Division of Engineering Services Home Page", click on

NIH Design Policy and Guidelines. Your scientific facility questions will all

be answered; good luck on the more creative aspects of your plans!

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 22 Sep 1997 09:09:08 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      BSC Specs and Testing

In-Reply-To:  <9708151310.AA01363@MIT.MIT.EDU>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Hi:

I am looking for anyone that has a spec. for the purchase of a BSC that

contains language that discusses performance.

Also does anyone else do testing and certification by internal staff. ie

you operate your own testing program.

Thanks

Melinda Young

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays
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For all of you who know LouAnn Burnett:

:-)  :-)  :-)

LouAnn and Doug Burnett became the proud parents of a baby girl at 6:04

p.m. Wednesday, September 10.   Elena Catherine Burnett weighed in at 7 lbs

10 oz and stretched a full 21 inches long.   LouAnn reported that all

(baby, Mom and Dad) are doing well.

You can  email them at either:

DgBurnett@aol.com     or     lburnett@uiuc.edu
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rfink@MIT.EDU on 09/17/97 03:17:10 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: Restaurants for 3rd Annual Biosafty Dinner

Thanks Brenda & Richard for doing the hard part.  RSVP follows:

The dinner will be MONDAY night.  We will meet in the hotel lobby (I am

assuming that it has a lobby) at about 6:30 (exact time TBA).  Look for the

Biosafty Sign.  So what I need to know are:

1) Are you coming to the dinner;  Yes

2) which restaurant do you prefer;

HOPS - a Bistro and micro-brewery or CARLOS MURPHY'S - Mexican American Bar

 and Grill

or Casa de Bandini in Old Town

3) will you have a car (and how many can you take). NO

see you in LaJolla.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>
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Subject:      Re: BSC Specs and Testing
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Check with the University of Wisconsin.  A few years ago, they developed

a specific set of specs for purchase of Biosafety cabinets.
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I am reevaluating how our IBC monitors biosafety in the classroom/teaching

environment.  Currently we request instructors to complete a teaching form

if they are using recombinant DNA, microbial pathogens,or human tissues in

the classroom or go on field trips that may potentially expose students to

a pathogen (e.g. mammalogy classes that conduct live trapping could

potentially expose students to hantavirus).  In the past we have asked

instructors to complete the form describing their biosafety practices and

training of the TA's as well as detailed information about the organism

used, containment etc.  We ask that the form be updated annually if the

activities change resulting in a change in risk to the student.  As one

could imagine no one ever updates their forms.  How do other institutions

monitor safety in teaching labs and the field?  If anyone has a biosafety

form specific to the teaching environment could you please send me a copy?

How do others ensure compliance and keep track of changes in courses?  It

seems that there is a certain degree of variability here as to when a

course is taught and by who (cross listed courses may be taught by faculty

in different departments in different years).

Thanks for the input.

Sarah  Palmer

Institutional Biosafety Committee

Life Sciences South, 346

PO BOX 210106

University of Arizona

Tucson AZ 85721-0106

spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

ph. 520 621-5279

fax 520 621-6159
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Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 09/23/97 13:40:06 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Restaurants for 3rd Annual Biosafty Dinner

*** Reply to note of 09/23/97 09:18

Yes, The bistro, see you there!
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From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: monitoring biosafety in the classroom

For both classes and research projects approved by our IBC, we have started

sending annual renewal notices.  No one hardly ever updated their forms here

either until we started the annual renewal process.

To make it easy for researchers/instructors, we send a very simple one page

form and a copy of the original application, on which they can note any

changes.  The next year they get a copy of what they sent back the last

year.  This has helped greatly in keeping track of changes in what is going

on, and we get good cooperation with very few complaints about excessive

paperwork because we keep it simple.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Sarah E Palmer

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: monitoring biosafety in the classroom

Date: Tuesday, September 23, 1997 9:43AM

I am reevaluating how our IBC monitors biosafety in the classroom/teaching

environment.  Currently we request instructors to complete a teaching form

if they are using recombinant DNA, microbial pathogens,or human tissues in

the classroom or go on field trips that may potentially expose students to

a pathogen (e.g. mammalogy classes that conduct live trapping could

potentially expose students to hantavirus).  In the past we have asked

instructors to complete the form describing their biosafety practices and

training of the TA's as well as detailed information about the organism

used, containment etc.  We ask that the form be updated annually if the

activities change resulting in a change in risk to the student.  As one

could imagine no one ever updates their forms.  How do other institutions

monitor safety in teaching labs and the field?  If anyone has a biosafety

form specific to the teaching environment could you please send me a copy?

How do others ensure compliance and keep track of changes in courses?  It

seems that there is a certain degree of variability here as to when a

course is taught and by who (cross listed courses may be taught by faculty

in different departments in different years).

Thanks for the input.

Sarah  Palmer

Institutional Biosafety Committee

Life Sciences South, 346

PO BOX 210106

University of Arizona

Tucson AZ 85721-0106

spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

ph. 520 621-5279

fax 520 621-6159
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I have done a little "digging" into the burial question.  The APHIS

Emergency Programs Office confirmed that the allowance and guidance

for animal burial is definitely a State by State issue.  State Veterinarians

or Public Health Officials may be a good starting point if you are thinking

to use burial for disposal.

Best info I have is that the addition of lime over carcasses will enhance

the environmental conditions (pH) for microbial decay of tissue.  The

history of this protocol goes way back and may not always be practiced.

Take a look at the 17th edition of the Merk Veterinary Manual, Page 959

for some guidance but check with your State prior to burial.  Also look at

the National Research Council, Biosafety in the Laboratory, Prudent

Practices for Handling and Disposal of Infectious Materials  (Big Red

Book) for some reassuring sections and information on risks to public

and environment related to disposal methods.

Interesting note on burial and packing the soil.  Gas formation can cause

bubbling, cracking and leaking fluids from the burial trench if the soil is

packed to hard and poor design of the burial ploy.  Taiwan has used

burial during the recent FMD outbreak and are experiencing large "boils"

(if you will) from gas generation at the burial sites.

The National Animal Disease Center does not use burial or off-site

rendering as a disposal method for experimentally infected or potentially

infected animals.  Current destruction method is via incineration.

Hope this helps.

Scott Rusk

Director, EHS

USDA, ARS, NADC
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Dear Sarah,

The Austrian gene-technology law forces us to review all

genetechnology experiments by the institutional biosafety committee

(IBSC). So the way we handle this, is having 2 IBSC meetings per

year. All our scientists have to subimit new projects for review. The

review process is conducted with the applicants present, so

additional questions can be asked by the IBSC members. This procedure

covers all genetechnology related projects.

The other biosafety issues, like the handling of pathogenic MO etc.,

is monitored by the biosafety officer (myself). I actually walk

through our labs and talk to the involved teachers and scientists.

Something really worth while in terms of compliance to safety rules.

Now, this is easy for our instiute with approx. 90 people and 300

students. For a University safety officer with a whole big

institution to handle, this is a lot more difficult. Still I think,

that only a limited number of staff will be handling dangerous

material, so I would focus on these areas and actually base the

updating process on a mixture of using written and oral

communication.

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Hi Sarah

Both Julie and Otto have good points.  I would add to their suggestions to

tie your annual reviews into a query friendly database.  We frequently got

the same result as you have - inadequate updating of protocols/agents, etc.

until I put the whole thing into an Access database and established month

by month queries and subsequent reports that could be sent to the

individual PIs for updating.  I follow-up with on-site inspections.  We

have about 700 labs and can't possibly do them all at one time.  Spreading

reviews throughout the year is easier.  I concentrate on the high-hazard

areas.  The database is easy to query for all BL2 and higher labs.  Now

that the staff get a computer printout report of their work, area, date of

approval, date of inspection, hazard level, agents, protocols, personnel,

room assignments and facility characteristics [ie: they know that

somewhere, someone is keeping track] we get much better compliance with

reporting of modifications.  Any modifications that may affect safety

considerations are then reviewed on an individual basis by our IBC and

adjustments are made as needed.

It took me a full year to set up the database and get all the info entered

- but now that it is done, it is really a time saver and has proven very

useful for good compliance monitoring.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC

Houston, TX
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Re: monitoring biosafety in the classroom

An ACCESS database is what we have set up too.   We also have all of our

forms and memos automatically generated using Mail Merge documents in WORD.

 When a project becomes due for renewal we are automatically prompted to

print the notices when we open the database.  It does work great and saves a

lot of time in the long run once you get past the initial pain of entering

all of the data.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

 ----------

From: Judy Pointer

To: BIOSAFTY

Subject: Re: monitoring biosafety in the classroom

Date: Wednesday, September 24, 1997 8:44AM

Hi Sarah

Both Julie and Otto have good points.  I would add to their suggestions to

tie your annual reviews into a query friendly database.  We frequently got

the same result as you have - inadequate updating of protocols/agents, etc.

until I put the whole thing into an Access database and established month

by month queries and subsequent reports that could be sent to the

individual PIs for updating.  I follow-up with on-site inspections.  We

have about 700 labs and can't possibly do them all at one time.  Spreading

reviews throughout the year is easier.  I concentrate on the high-hazard

areas.  The database is easy to query for all BL2 and higher labs.  Now

that the staff get a computer printout report of their work, area, date of

approval, date of inspection, hazard level, agents, protocols, personnel,

room assignments and facility characteristics [ie: they know that

somewhere, someone is keeping track] we get much better compliance with

reporting of modifications.  Any modifications that may affect safety

considerations are then reviewed on an individual basis by our IBC and

adjustments are made as needed.

It took me a full year to set up the database and get all the info entered

 - but now that it is done, it is really a time saver and has proven very

useful for good compliance monitoring.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC

Houston, TX
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From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Monitoring Biosafety in Research labs

     Hi, Sarah -

     Having heard from Judy, Julie, Otto and other Biosafty-ers, it appears

     that, as usual, San Francisco is a tad unusual (said with tongue

     buried firmly in cheek).  Our Biological Use Authorizations (BUAs, our

     Biosafety Committee permits) cover the use of recombinant DNA

     technology, infectious agents and toxins, use of human, sheep or Old

     World primate source materials, and the generation of medical or

     sharps waste.  BUAs are valid for three years, after which they must

     be renewed.  I am able to stay current with these investigators

     because each PI is audited quarterly by his or her Department Safety

     Advisor.  During the audit, the DSA reviews with the PI and/or lab

     manager the latest printout of a summary sheet for each authorization

     and updates it on the spot.  The summary sheet contains the same type

     of info Judy's database contains and is, in fact, generated by a

     similar database resident in the EH&S computer system.  Audit findings

     and summary sheet updates are entered into the database and a new

     summary sheet provided to the PI for use at the next quarterly audit.

     I know quarterly audits sound oppressive and labor-intensive and they

     do, in fact, take a lot of time.  They're done quarterly because the

     terms of our broad type A radiation use license require quarterly rad

     audits anyway.  Since most of our PIs with BUAs also have RUAs (the

     rad equivalent), we decided to use that opportunity to broaden the

     audit scope and to forge a partnership relationship between the PI and

     DSA.  As a result, we don't do a typically humongous annual safety

     audit.  The potential oppressiveness of quarterly audits is somewhat

     alleviated by the trust that develops between PI and DSA and by the

     DSA's efforts to take a consulting/partnership stance rather than a

     regulatory one.

     In addition to keeping current by audits, I also interact regularly

     with PIs.  We encourage them to use a simple modification form to

     report BUA changes to us independent of the audits.  All in all, the

     system is working well for us but I suspect it works best with larger

     institutions.  We have over 1500 labs here at UCSF and I'm not sure

     I'll ever feel as though I'm completely in touch.  I guess if I ever

     feel that way, it's time to move on to another career.

     Sarah, I know your original question referred to biosfety in the

     classroom.  Unfortunately, I don't have any specific forms or info

     about that.  I'm still in the process of working that issue so I'm

     looking forward to contributions to this duscussion from others.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn a. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 24 Sep 1997 12:41:03 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Monitoring Biosafety in Research labs

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello all:

It seems that many of us our doing very similar things as far as pathogen

and recombinant DNA registration systems.  That is very comforting to know.

Here at NCI-FCRDC we have two separate programs, one for the registration of

pathogens/oncogenes/biological toxins and one for the registration of all

research with recombinant DNA molecules.  We have two databases both using

Access and we have all of our forms and notice letters set up as merge files

which makes program administration much easier.  We send out and receive

annual updates for all projects, however we require the researcher to

completely renew their registration every three years.  This system seems to

be working rather well.

Just my two cents worth.

At 08:42 AM 9/24/97 PST, you wrote:

>     Hi, Sarah -

>

>     Having heard from Judy, Julie, Otto and other Biosafety-ers, it appears

>     that, as usual, San Francisco is a tad unusual (said with tongue

>     buried firmly in cheek).  Our Biological Use Authorizations (BUAs, our

>     Biosafety Committee permits) cover the use of recombinant DNA

>     technology, infectious agents and toxins, use of human, sheep or Old

>     World primate source materials, and the generation of medical or

>     sharps waste.  BUAs are valid for three years, after which they must

>     be renewed.  I am able to stay current with these investigators

>     because each PI is audited quarterly by his or her Department Safety

>     Advisor.  During the audit, the DSA reviews with the PI and/or lab

>     manager the latest printout of a summary sheet for each authorization

>     and updates it on the spot.  The summary sheet contains the same type

>     of info Judy's database contains and is, in fact, generated by a

>     similar database resident in the EH&S computer system.  Audit findings

>     and summary sheet updates are entered into the database and a new

>     summary sheet provided to the PI for use at the next quarterly audit.

>

>     I know quarterly audits sound oppressive and labor-intensive and they

>     do, in fact, take a lot of time.  They're done quarterly because the

>     terms of our broad type A radiation use license require quarterly rad

>     audits anyway.  Since most of our PIs with BUAs also have RUAs (the

>     rad equivalent), we decided to use that opportunity to broaden the

>     audit scope and to forge a partnership relationship between the PI and

>     DSA.  As a result, we don't do a typically humongous annual safety

>     audit.  The potential oppressiveness of quarterly audits is somewhat

>     alleviated by the trust that develops between PI and DSA and by the

>     DSA's efforts to take a consulting/partnership stance rather than a

>     regulatory one.

>

>     In addition to keeping current by audits, I also interact regularly

>     with PIs.  We encourage them to use a simple modification form to

>     report BUA changes to us independent of the audits.  All in all, the

>     system is working well for us but I suspect it works best with larger

>     institutions.  We have over 1500 labs here at UCSF and I'm not sure

>     I'll ever feel as though I'm completely in touch.  I guess if I ever

>     feel that way, it's time to move on to another career.

>

>     Sarah, I know your original question referred to biosfety in the

>     classroom.  Unfortunately, I don't have any specific forms or info

>     about that.  I'm still in the process of working that issue so I'm

>     looking forward to contributions to this duscussion from others.

>

>     -- Glenn

>

>

>     Glenn a. Funk, Ph.D.

>     Biosafety Officer

>     UC San Francisco

>     415-476-2097

>     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Glenn:

UCSF's approach is interesting.  I like the idea of a DSA, it makes sense

for a large campus and for institutions with satellite campuses.  Is the

DSA a fulltime position or is it a volunteer PI?  If the audit reflects a

change in BSL say from 2 to 3 does your IBC then review the lab to provide

a more up-to-date reauthorization?

Sarah  Palmer

Institutional Biosafety Committee

Life Sciences South 346

PO BOX 210106

University of Arizona

Tucson, AZ 85721-0106

spalmer@U.Arizona.EDU

ph. 520 621-5279
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Joseph P. Kozlovac wrote:

>

> Hello all:

>

> It seems that many of us our doing very similar things as far as pathogen

> and recombinant DNA registration systems.  That is very comforting to know.

> Here at NCI-FCRDC we have two separate programs, one for the registration of

> pathogens/oncogenes/biological toxins and one for the registration of all

> research with recombinant DNA molecules.  We have two databases both using

> Access and we have all of our forms and notice letters set up as merge files

> which makes program administration much easier.  We send out and receive

> annual updates for all projects, however we require the researcher to

> completely renew their registration every three years.  This system seems to

> be working rather well.

>

> Just my two cents worth.

>

> At 08:42 AM 9/24/97 PST, you wrote:

> >     Hi, Sarah -

> >

> >     Having heard from Judy, Julie, Otto and other Biosafety-ers, it appears

> >     that, as usual, San Francisco is a tad unusual (said with tongue

> >     buried firmly in cheek).  Our Biological Use Authorizations (BUAs, our

> >     Biosafety Committee permits) cover the use of recombinant DNA

> >     technology, infectious agents and toxins, use of human, sheep or Old

> >     World primate source materials, and the generation of medical or

> >     sharps waste.  BUAs are valid for three years, after which they must

> >     be renewed.  I am able to stay current with these investigators

> >     because each PI is audited quarterly by his or her Department Safety

> >     Advisor.  During the audit, the DSA reviews with the PI and/or lab

> >     manager the latest printout of a summary sheet for each authorization

> >     and updates it on the spot.  The summary sheet contains the same type

> >     of info Judy's database contains and is, in fact, generated by a

> >     similar database resident in the EH&S computer system.  Audit findings

> >     and summary sheet updates are entered into the database and a new

> >     summary sheet provided to the PI for use at the next quarterly audit.

> >

> >     I know quarterly audits sound oppressive and labor-intensive and they

> >     do, in fact, take a lot of time.  They're done quarterly because the

> >     terms of our broad type A radiation use license require quarterly rad

> >     audits anyway.  Since most of our PIs with BUAs also have RUAs (the

> >     rad equivalent), we decided to use that opportunity to broaden the

> >     audit scope and to forge a partnership relationship between the PI and

> >     DSA.  As a result, we don't do a typically humongous annual safety

> >     audit.  The potential oppressiveness of quarterly audits is somewhat

> >     alleviated by the trust that develops between PI and DSA and by the

> >     DSA's efforts to take a consulting/partnership stance rather than a

> >     regulatory one.

> >

> >     In addition to keeping current by audits, I also interact regularly

> >     with PIs.  We encourage them to use a simple modification form to

> >     report BUA changes to us independent of the audits.  All in all, the

> >     system is working well for us but I suspect it works best with larger

> >     institutions.  We have over 1500 labs here at UCSF and I'm not sure

> >     I'll ever feel as though I'm completely in touch.  I guess if I ever

> >     feel that way, it's time to move on to another career.

> >

> >     Sarah, I know your original question referred to biosfety in the

> >     classroom.  Unfortunately, I don't have any specific forms or info

> >     about that.  I'm still in the process of working that issue so I'm

> >     looking forward to contributions to this duscussion from others.

> >

> >     -- Glenn

> >

> >

> >     Glenn a. Funk, Ph.D.

> >     Biosafety Officer

> >     UC San Francisco

> >     415-476-2097

> >     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

> >

> >

> ______________________________________________________________________________

>

> Biological Safety Officer

> Safety and Environmental Protection Program

> NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

> and Development Center

> (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

> email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

> ______________________________________________________________________________

I'M AWARE THAT INTRA-INSTITUTIONAL BIOLOGICAL USE AUTHORIZATION MAY VARY

FROM CENTER TO CENTER. WHAT IS THE SPECIFIC SET OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

WHICH GOVERN THE TRANSFER OF POTENTIALLY-HARMFUL BIOLOGICALS BETWEEN

LABS OR BETWEEN VENDORS & LABS?  HOW IS THIS AUTHORIZED OR MONITORED?

DR. MARK KEIM

EMORY UNIVERSITY
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Joseph P. Kozlovac" <jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Monitoring Biosafety in Research labs
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Dr. Keim

Recently the CDC put out regulations for the inter and intra state shipment

of select agents....42 CFR 72.6.  You can find out more information on the

CDC web page.  Other hazardous agent shipping requirements fall under DOT

regulations.

At 06:52 PM 9/24/97 -0400, you wrote:

>Joseph P. Kozlovac wrote:

>>

>> Hello all:

>>

>> It seems that many of us our doing very similar things as far as pathogen

>> and recombinant DNA registration systems.  That is very comforting to know.

>> Here at NCI-FCRDC we have two separate programs, one for the registration of

>> pathogens/oncogenes/biological toxins and one for the registration of all

>> research with recombinant DNA molecules.  We have two databases both using

>> Access and we have all of our forms and notice letters set up as merge files

>> which makes program administration much easier.  We send out and receive

>> annual updates for all projects, however we require the researcher to

>> completely renew their registration every three years.  This system seems to

>> be working rather well.

>>

>> Just my two cents worth.

>>

>> At 08:42 AM 9/24/97 PST, you wrote:

>> >     Hi, Sarah -

>> >

>> >     Having heard from Judy, Julie, Otto and other Biosafety-ers, it appears

>> >     that, as usual, San Francisco is a tad unusual (said with tongue

>> >     buried firmly in cheek).  Our Biological Use Authorizations (BUAs, our

>> >     Biosafety Committee permits) cover the use of recombinant DNA

>> >     technology, infectious agents and toxins, use of human, sheep or Old

>> >     World primate source materials, and the generation of medical or

>> >     sharps waste.  BUAs are valid for three years, after which they must

>> >     be renewed.  I am able to stay current with these investigators

>> >     because each PI is audited quarterly by his or her Department Safety

>> >     Advisor.  During the audit, the DSA reviews with the PI and/or lab

>> >     manager the latest printout of a summary sheet for each authorization

>> >     and updates it on the spot.  The summary sheet contains the same type

>> >     of info Judy's database contains and is, in fact, generated by a

>> >     similar database resident in the EH&S computer system.  Audit findings

>> >     and summary sheet updates are entered into the database and a new

>> >     summary sheet provided to the PI for use at the next quarterly audit.

>> >

>> >     I know quarterly audits sound oppressive and labor-intensive and they

>> >     do, in fact, take a lot of time.  They're done quarterly because the

>> >     terms of our broad type A radiation use license require quarterly rad

>> >     audits anyway.  Since most of our PIs with BUAs also have RUAs (the

>> >     rad equivalent), we decided to use that opportunity to broaden the

>> >     audit scope and to forge a partnership relationship between the PI and

>> >     DSA.  As a result, we don't do a typically humongous annual safety

>> >     audit.  The potential oppressiveness of quarterly audits is somewhat

>> >     alleviated by the trust that develops between PI and DSA and by the

>> >     DSA's efforts to take a consulting/partnership stance rather than a

>> >     regulatory one.

>> >

>> >     In addition to keeping current by audits, I also interact regularly

>> >     with PIs.  We encourage them to use a simple modification form to

>> >     report BUA changes to us independent of the audits.  All in all, the

>> >     system is working well for us but I suspect it works best with larger

>> >     institutions.  We have over 1500 labs here at UCSF and I'm not sure

>> >     I'll ever feel as though I'm completely in touch.  I guess if I ever

>> >     feel that way, it's time to move on to another career.

>> >

>> >     Sarah, I know your original question referred to biosfety in the

>> >     classroom.  Unfortunately, I don't have any specific forms or info

>> >     about that.  I'm still in the process of working that issue so I'm

>> >     looking forward to contributions to this duscussion from others.

>> >

>> >     -- Glenn

>> >

>> >

>> >     Glenn a. Funk, Ph.D.

>> >     Biosafety Officer

>> >     UC San Francisco

>> >     415-476-2097

>> >     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

>> >

>> >

>>

______________________________________________________________________________

>>

>> Biological Safety Officer

>> Safety and Environmental Protection Program

>> NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

>> and Development Center

>> (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

>> email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

>>

______________________________________________________________________________

>

>

>I'M AWARE THAT INTRA-INSTITUTIONAL BIOLOGICAL USE AUTHORIZATION MAY VARY

>FROM CENTER TO CENTER. WHAT IS THE SPECIFIC SET OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

>WHICH GOVERN THE TRANSFER OF POTENTIALLY-HARMFUL BIOLOGICALS BETWEEN

>LABS OR BETWEEN VENDORS & LABS?  HOW IS THIS AUTHORIZED OR MONITORED?

>

>

>DR. MARK KEIM

>EMORY UNIVERSITY

>

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Subject:      Re: Monitoring Biosafety in Research labs

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Mark,

For 'select agents' (toxins and toxin-producing organisms, among others)

the recently promulgated CDC rules appear relevant. However, that

depends on how the 'facility' is defined and whether both the sending

and receiving labs were included. My understanding is that official

EA-101 forms are not required for intrafacility transfer, but that some

form of inventory management within the facility is required--viz., an

internal log of what materials are stored and transferred.

Re: other materials--blood, BL2 cultures, etc.--our general safety

officer has cited DOT regulations requiring approved transport

containers and commercial drivers license whenever public roads are

used. Some people have their own blood drawn for research/development

activities. They are provided with a transport container to bring the

material back. Materials from collaborators at other facilities in town

are often handled by licensed courier services, much as patient samples

are transported from clinics to central laboratories. I'm not sure of

the exact chapter/verse for these, nor whether there are specific

regulations (other than the general OSHA health and safety section) for

transfer between buildings/laboratories within a facility [save for

NIH-RAC Guidelines re: recombinant materials].

Michael Betlach

Promega Corporation

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Mark Keim [SMTP:mkeim@EMORY.EDU]

> Sent: Wednesday, September 24, 1997 5:52 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Monitoring Biosafety in Research labs

>

> Joseph P. Kozlovac wrote:

> >

> > Hello all:

> >

> > It seems that many of us our doing very similar things as far as

> pathogen

> > and recombinant DNA registration systems.  That is very comforting

> to know.

> > Here at NCI-FCRDC we have two separate programs, one for the

> registration of

> > pathogens/oncogenes/biological toxins and one for the registration

> of all

> > research with recombinant DNA molecules.  We have two databases both

> using

> > Access and we have all of our forms and notice letters set up as

> merge files

> > which makes program administration much easier.  We send out and

> receive

> > annual updates for all projects, however we require the researcher

> to

> > completely renew their registration every three years.  This system

> seems to

> > be working rather well.

> >

> > Just my two cents worth.

> >

> > At 08:42 AM 9/24/97 PST, you wrote:

> > >     Hi, Sarah -

> > >

> > >     Having heard from Judy, Julie, Otto and other Biosafety-ers,

> it appears

> > >     that, as usual, San Francisco is a tad unusual (said with

> tongue

> > >     buried firmly in cheek).  Our Biological Use Authorizations

> (BUAs, our

> > >     Biosafety Committee permits) cover the use of recombinant DNA

> > >     technology, infectious agents and toxins, use of human, sheep

> or Old

> > >     World primate source materials, and the generation of medical

> or

> > >     sharps waste.  BUAs are valid for three years, after which

> they must

> > >     be renewed.  I am able to stay current with these

> investigators

> > >     because each PI is audited quarterly by his or her Department

> Safety

> > >     Advisor.  During the audit, the DSA reviews with the PI and/or

> lab

> > >     manager the latest printout of a summary sheet for each

> authorization

> > >     and updates it on the spot.  The summary sheet contains the

> same type

> > >     of info Judy's database contains and is, in fact, generated by

> a

> > >     similar database resident in the EH&S computer system.  Audit

> findings

> > >     and summary sheet updates are entered into the database and a

> new

> > >     summary sheet provided to the PI for use at the next quarterly

> audit.

> > >

> > >     I know quarterly audits sound oppressive and labor-intensive

> and they

> > >     do, in fact, take a lot of time.  They're done quarterly

> because the

> > >     terms of our broad type A radiation use license require

> quarterly rad

> > >     audits anyway.  Since most of our PIs with BUAs also have RUAs

> (the

> > >     rad equivalent), we decided to use that opportunity to broaden

> the

> > >     audit scope and to forge a partnership relationship between

> the PI and

> > >     DSA.  As a result, we don't do a typically humongous annual

> safety

> > >     audit.  The potential oppressiveness of quarterly audits is

> somewhat

> > >     alleviated by the trust that develops between PI and DSA and

> by the

> > >     DSA's efforts to take a consulting/partnership stance rather

> than a

> > >     regulatory one.

> > >

> > >     In addition to keeping current by audits, I also interact

> regularly

> > >     with PIs.  We encourage them to use a simple modification form

> to

> > >     report BUA changes to us independent of the audits.  All in

> all, the

> > >     system is working well for us but I suspect it works best with

> larger

> > >     institutions.  We have over 1500 labs here at UCSF and I'm not

> sure

> > >     I'll ever feel as though I'm completely in touch.  I guess if

> I ever

> > >     feel that way, it's time to move on to another career.

> > >

> > >     Sarah, I know your original question referred to biosfety in

> the

> > >     classroom.  Unfortunately, I don't have any specific forms or

> info

> > >     about that.  I'm still in the process of working that issue so

> I'm

> > >     looking forward to contributions to this duscussion from

> others.

> > >

> > >     -- Glenn

> > >

> > >

> > >     Glenn a. Funk, Ph.D.

> > >     Biosafety Officer

> > >     UC San Francisco

> > >     415-476-2097

> > >     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

> > >

> > >

> >

> ______________________________________________________________________

> ________

> >

> > Biological Safety Officer

> > Safety and Environmental Protection Program

> > NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

> > and Development Center

> > (301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

> > email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

> >

> ______________________________________________________________________

> ________

>

>

> I'M AWARE THAT INTRA-INSTITUTIONAL BIOLOGICAL USE AUTHORIZATION MAY

> VARY

> FROM CENTER TO CENTER. WHAT IS THE SPECIFIC SET OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS

> WHICH GOVERN THE TRANSFER OF POTENTIALLY-HARMFUL BIOLOGICALS BETWEEN

> LABS OR BETWEEN VENDORS & LABS?  HOW IS THIS AUTHORIZED OR MONITORED?

>

>

> DR. MARK KEIM

> EMORY UNIVERSITY
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Reply-To:     Hubert B Olipares <olipares@hawaii.edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Hubert B Olipares <olipares@HAWAII.EDU>

Subject:      Monitoring biosafety in the classroom
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Questions about biosafety in the classroom and for instructional purposes:

1.      If a course uses risk group two or greater micro-organisms, does anyone

        have the classroom laboratory certify as a BSL 2 facility.

2.      Do you have biosafety cabinets in the classroom laboratory if they

        use m/o of risk group 2 or greater.  And how to you accomadate the

        number of students, i.e., 30 registered students in a classroom.

3.      Are the classroom assignment or laboratory experiments reviewed by

        the BSO, BSC or IBC.

4.      How about you of classroom during the evening hours and weekends

        for "unknown" processing, supervision or free labs, etc.

Hubert B. Olipares

Biological Safety Officer

University of Hawaii

2040 East-West Road

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-

Telephone: 808-956-3197 Fax: 808-956-3205  E-Mail: olipares@hawaii.edu
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Date:         Fri, 26 Sep 1997 17:18:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Cipriano,Mary" <Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Re: HBV Vaccine and Autoimmune response?
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After your question, I did some investigating and one of our researches sent

me a reference on "Vaccine Induced Autoimmunity" from the Journal of

Autoimmunity (1996) 9, 699-703, by Arnon Dov Cohen and Yehuda Shoenfeld. It

says that it's a rare and not well understood phenomena, and indicates that

it needs to be studied to assess what therelationship is. Although it does

not give any numbers or frequency, it cites the following conditions:

erythema nodusam, immune thrombocytopenia, myasthenia gravis, uveitis,

Reiter's syndrome, arhtritis, systemic lupus reythmatosus,central nervous

system demyelination,DNA antibodies and Evan's syndrome. Smith Kline has also

added some of this information to their insert. I haven't seen one from

Merck, but I'm sure they have looked into it. Per the article, the risk

-benefit ratio clearly leans towards the advantage of disease prevention,

even in patients with autoimmune disorders,  at this point in time.  I guess

the French are just trying to track it more closely.

Thanks for raising the question.

Mary Cipriano

Abbott Labs

        BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU

09/09/97 11:17 AM

To: BIOSAFTY @ MITVMA.MIT.EDU @ INTERNET

cc:

Subject: HBV Vaccine and Autoimmune response?

For the last 8 years our university offers free HBV vaccine to all

employees, volunteers, ... who are at potential risk of infection.

One of our researchers received his first shot a few weeks ago, then went

on sabbatical to France, and was trying to find someone who would inject

him with the second dose he was given by our nurse and had taken with him.

His request brought to light a concern that he shared with me, and I would

like to share with you to get more information.

According to this researcher over 150 French doctors have petitioned the

French Academy of Sciences to carry out a survey of adverse reactions

to the hepatitis B vaccine. The suggested reactions are autoimmune

diseases.

Since I regularly recommend this vaccine to my people I feel a great

responsibility to get as much information about this as I possibly can.

Can anyone of you add to this discussion? I am looking forward to hearing

from you.

Roland

 Roland Leitner

 Laboratory Safety Officer

 Safety Services, The University of Calgary

 Tel:(403)220-4612   Fax:(403)284-1332
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: ADVICE FOR ESTABLISHING NEW BSO POSITION
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stalkerm@U.ARIZONA.EDU on 09/18/97 12:12:29 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  ADVICE FOR ESTABLISHING NEW BSO POSITION

We are preparing to establish a new Biosafety Office position at the

University of Arizona.  We would appreciate any information you can provide

on the following questions:

1.  What should the salary range be or what is the salary range at your

institution or business?  Are there different levels (ie. Biosafety Officer

I, Biosafety Officer II, etc.)?

Our Director of Environmental Health and Safety is our Biosafety Officer.

I don't know his salary, but am sure it is over 75K.  I am his alternate on

the IBC and perform most all of the biosafety functions, my title is Safety

Specialist III.  My salary range is ~35K to ~ 55 K.  My current salary is

$43,500.

2.  What qualifications and experience should be necessary?

My qualifications are total 15 years experience.  11 in bench work research

 microbiology and 4 years in the Safety Department.

I have an undergraduate degree in Microbiology (BS) and a thesis Masters in

 Environmental Science and Engineering.

The Director's / BSOs qualification are 20 years of experience in

educational Health and Safety Departments, CIH certification, a BS in

Industrial Hygiene and a Masters in Environmental Science.

3.  What is the job description?

All things with practice and facilities of MBIO, RDNA and Chem research and

clinical research protocols.

Specific duties, etc.?

Review all research protocols, inspect all labs where protocols take place,

advise on facility and staff requirements for handling hazards,  monitor

practices, procedures and facilities.  Review pertinant regulations,

research agents, toxicity, effects, etc., design airflow systems to meet

needs and regs.  Specify PPE.  Write biosafety policy.

(Does the position include teaching any courses or classes?)  Yes, informal

risk based courses to research, animal care, and clinical staff - as need -

before protocols are approved by IBC.  Also respiratory protection and

hearing protection courses.

4.  To Whom does this person report?  (ie. Vice President for Research,

Environmental Safety Office, Chairman of Institutional Biosafety Committee

or a combination)

The Biosafety Officer reports directly to the VP of Facilities Management

and indirectly to the VP of Research.  I report directly to the Biological

and Chemical manager and indirectly to the Director of EH&S.

5. Should (or does) the Biosafety Officer have employees working for them?

Yes there are ~ 25 in department, but it covers all types of safety, fire,

general and construction - 4, radiation - 4,

administration - 5, Biological and chemical - 7 (of which I am one).

Biological and Chemical works as a team on projects to handle, waste,

bioaerosole monitoring and chemical vapors

monitoring in addition to my duties.  I have assistance in my work group

from 5 technicians as needed.

None of them reports directly to me, but to the manager of our group (who's

 salary is ~ 65K).  He does not serve on

or attend the IBC meetings and his experience is more general.  He has a BS

 in Industrial Hygiene and ~ 15 years of

experience in educational Environmental Health and Safety  Depts., but has

no microbiology backgroud or education.

6. How large is your facility?  (ie.  How many BL3 or higher laboratories

do you have?)

~ 8000 employees and ~ 2 million square feet of hospital, administration,

research and clinical labs.

Margaret Stalker, Program Coordinator

Institutional Biosafety Committee

University of Arizona

Phone: 520 621-3441

FAX: 520-621-6159

EMAIL: stalkerm@u.arizona.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafty Annual Dinner
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So far, the lead food choice is Mexican with 50% of the votes, followed by

Hops (25%).  We have, so far, three cars available and 12 RSVP's, so a trip

to Old Town and Mexican fare looks good.

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Vince Chase <vchase@BI-PHARM.COM>

Subject:      Bar Code Inventory, Experiences Please
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We are considering using a bar code system for our fine chemical inventory.=

=20

 If instituted,  this would include radiolabelled chemicals.  If you=20

currently use a bar code system for inventory control of all fine chemicals=

,=20

 I would appreciate an answer to the following questions:

1.  From whom did you obtain the system (would also like to know if it was=20

"home grown".

2.  What was the purchase/development price?

3.  Who does the initial barcoding and applies the bar code tag (receiving,=

=20

safety techs, dispensary techs, other)?

4. How closely do you track each bottle in the lab environment (by person,=20

lab, division)?

5. Is inventory tracked real-time (quantities deleted from inventory by lab=

=20

personnel as they use them)?

6. Who collects empty bottles and reconciles inventory (dipensary techs,=20

safety techs, other)?

7.  Please relate your successes or limitations of the system now in place.

If you don't want to respond to the list server,  please use my email=20

address below.  For further anonimity,  you can fax me a response on a blan=

k=20

piece of paper.  My fax number is 203-778-7352.

Thanks in advance to all those who respond. I will post the results if I ge=

t=20

enough response for the results to be significant.

Regards,

Vince Chase

vchase@bi-pharm.com

Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals

The opinions expressed here are those of the author and do not represent

the opinions policies or practices of Boehringer Ingelheim Pharmaceuticals.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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From:         Gary Spies <GARY.J.SPIES@MONSANTO.COM>

Subject:      Position Description - Monsanto R&D ESH
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Position Description

Health and Safety Specialist, Monsanto Headquarters Sites ESH, St. Louis, MO

Monsanto's corporate research centers is seeking a Health and Safety Specialist

with R&D or biotechnology experience to join the WHQ ESH team.

Major Responsibilities: Coordinate health and safety activities and serve as a

health and safety technical specialist for various research teams within

Monsanto's World Headquarters Sites, Research Center.  Conduct safety reviews of

R&D activities, provide Safety and Health training, and lead incident

investigations.  Provide Industrial Hygiene leadership of hearing conservation,

ventilation, Hazard Communication and Lab Standard compliance and PPE and

Respiratory Protection programs for the WHQ Sites.  Serve on emergency response

teams.

Qualifications/Competencies: Safety and health leadership experience in a

corporate or academic R&D or biotechnology facility.  Must have excellent

team-building and communication skills.  Must be service oriented.  Biosafety

or radiation safety experience desirable.  Emergency response training

desirable.  Master's degree, in a related field, and CIH highly desirable.

Contact: Gary Spies, Monsanto, mail code R3B, 800 N. Lindbergh Blvd., St. Louis,

MO.  voice (314)694-8716, fax (314)694-5884, e-mail gary.j.spies@monsanto.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 3 Oct 1997 09:32:30 +0200
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Subject:      Source of infection with protozoal parasites
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Let us consider rodents experimentally infected with Leishmania or Trypanosoma.

Question : Do feces represent a potential source of infection for the

laboratory personnel ??

Regards

             ___________________________________________

             | Didier BREYER, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

         \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93         \      /

          \  _/         Fax: +32 2 642 52 92          \_   /

         /___/                                         \___\

         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be
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Date:         Fri, 3 Oct 1997 15:10:56 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Source of infection with protozoal parasites

We should first consider the primary routes of infection with each

organism.  Injection is out, ingestion possible as is, skin and inhalation.

 It has been awhile since I have read up on these organisms.  I seem to

remember ingestion being the preferred route.  The people at risk would be

those coming in contact with the soiled materials.  Prevention would

consist of wearing protective gloves, good hygiene practices(wash hands, no

food).  Now we made people aware, given them prevention and protection.

should we warn the animal resource people?

Bob

Reply to message from dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE of Fri, 03 Oct

>

>Let us consider rodents experimentally infected with Leishmania or Trypanosoma.

>

>Question : Do feces represent a potential source of infection for the

>laboratory personnel ??

>

>Regards

>

>

>             ___________________________________________

>             | Didier BREYER, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

>             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

>           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

>          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

>        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

>       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

>       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

>        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

>         \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93         \      /

>          \  _/         Fax: +32 2 642 52 92          \_   /

>         /___/                                         \___\

>         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 09:21:05 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "McRae, Martha x3051" <MarthaM@SEQUUS.COM>

Subject:      EH&S Opportunities

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BCD302.584E40D0"

This message is in MIME format. Since your mail reader does not understand

this format, some or all of this message may not be legible.

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD302.584E40D0

Content-Type: text/plain

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE INDIVIDUALS LISTED IN THE MESSAGE BELOW AND NOT TO

THE LIST!   THANKS.

The Bay Area Environmental Safety Group (BAESG) consisting of over 300

EH&S professional (primarily from northern California) will list, at no

charge, your EH&S jobs in their monthly newsletter and/or announce them

at their monthly meetings.  If you have a job opening, please contact

        BAESG Secretary, David Ham

        phone (650) 812-4048

        fax (650) 812-4237

        ham@parc.xerox.com

NOTE:  Sorry, we do not list job seekers.

To find out more about the BAESG, check out our home page at

        http://www.garlic.com/~pburnett/baesg.htm

or contact

        Membership Director, Sarah Norman

        phone (650) 842-9684

        snorman@dpix.com

Martha A. McRae, BAESG President and

Manager, EH&S

SEQUUS Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD302.584E40D0

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IgkQAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQWAAwAOAAAAzQcKAAcACQAVAAUAAgAKAQEggAMADgAAAM0HCgAH

AAkAFQAGAAIACwEBCYABACEAAAAyNEY3MDc1ODBDM0ZEMTExOUVDQzAwQTAyNENDNTI0RQAbBwEE

gAEAEwAAAEVIJlMgT3Bwb3J0dW5pdGllcwCrBgENgAQAAgAAAAIAAgABA5AGAAgHAAAgAAAAAwAm

AAAAAAADADYAAAAAAAIBCRABAAAAYgMAAF4DAADUBAAATFpGdSSAbSoDAAoAcmNwZzEyNf4yAP8C

BgKkA+QF6wKDAFATA1QCAGNoCsBzZXT+MgYABsMCgw5QA9UHEwKDMjMTz2Y0A8UCAHByQnES4nN0

ZW0CgH1/CoAIzwnZAoAKgQ5xC2BueQ4QMDMU4AsKE7IB0CBAUExFQVNFB/BFAFNQT05EIFRPFRyQ

SBwASRxwSVZJEERVQUwF8ExJU1xURRyAHRAcw00cMFMEQUccAEJFTE9XYxQwHHFOT1Qclh3SIY4g

INAc0B+QS1MuCoWRCoVUaGUfIGF5FDGAZWEgRW52aQNg3m4HgAIwB0AGAWYSwCKwAkcDYHVwIChC

QfEcMEcpIAWgAIEXIAuAUGcgb2Yl8HYEkCDEMzAbkEVIJgXwFrDfJgAHkACQAiAj0SgWsAdwzwrA

AxAisANSIG4YASJgvQShQwdABpAFsAMAYSUw3QPwbAMgKZAXICwK4QtkexTiG4FhBUAo4CVAEoFn

NmUqyBtFeQhhJrRqb7ZiBCALgCApESNQIARglQIwaChhbgfQc2wSwOcXMAXAAHBkLwWxAHAo4Ph1

bmMicCkRKMAr0S7MpweAEsAlwXMuINBJJhB9LaEgEoAmQCvALjIl8HD/CfAlwSrAC1Ai8BKwJUIB

kP5jBUAKhgGRHyAk8gZRBQArEsAKwHkqwEQz4GlkmCBIYSjANgpwaAIgoSJwKDY1MCUwOA4gIC00

MDQ4NgpmYWJ4OYoyMzc2ChKAbSJACrFjLngEkG94mi4FoG0hfB/RRTog0NZTBbA3kncicGQsECjg

zwVAKoI0MxKwZWsEkDMg9yF8IeYsEGYLgDgQCGAFQP8EYBhgK8AG4EOBKRE2tCrA+xJwBZBrQ2Mt

sjlAB4AnAB5hLHArwTxbAkBwOi/kL3dH4C5nCsApkD2A4T4BL35wYghwL6ACQMgvYmEHkGcuR3A+

LVcFsTWFNgpNF0BiQWFo7wUgN8AjUAWQdAWwKsAGEPhyYWgHsAWwA4E4fzmGsTwQLTk2T9A2CnMo

4eEDgUBkcGk97wXBCsCLKRAjAEEzME1jUkmA+yrANsRQGGAAkA5wAjAwQn9ShyegLHBNYSbCCoUb

8FG0VVUF8FASgQDBZUOA6w3gB0BzKsBJMRBBnwqjBReBAFowAAAeAHAAAQAAABMAAABFSCZTIE9w

cG9ydHVuaXRpZXMAAAIBcQABAAAAFgAAAAG80z2Ous/cGic+6xHRhsAAoCQSjPoAAEAAOQCgPzID

PdO8AQMA8T8JBAAAHgAxQAEAAAAIAAAATUFSVEhBTQADABpAAAAAAB4AMEABAAAACAAAAE1BUlRI

QU0AAwAZQAAAAAADAP0/5AQAAAIBRwABAAAAMwAAAGM9VVM7YT0gO3A9U0VRVVVTO2w9RU1BSUxf

MTM2MC05NzEwMDcxNjIxMDVaLTE5MDU1AAACAfk/AQAAAE0AAAAAAAAA3KdAyMBCEBq0uQgAKy/h

ggEAAAAAAAAAL089U0VRVVVTL09VPU1FTkxPX1BBUksvQ049UkVDSVBJRU5UUy9DTj1NQVJUSEFN

AAAAAB4A+D8BAAAAFQAAAE1jUmFlLCBNYXJ0aGEgIHgzMDUxAAAAAB4AOEABAAAACAAAAE1BUlRI

QU0AAgH7PwEAAABNAAAAAAAAANynQMjAQhAatLkIACsv4YIBAAAAAAAAAC9PPVNFUVVVUy9PVT1N

RU5MT19QQVJLL0NOPVJFQ0lQSUVOVFMvQ049TUFSVEhBTQAAAAAeAPo/AQAAABUAAABNY1JhZSwg

TWFydGhhICB4MzA1MQAAAAAeADlAAQAAAAgAAABNQVJUSEFNAEAABzCgPzIDPdO8AUAACDAQA3cD

PdO8AR4APQABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAB0OAQAAABMAAABFSCZTIE9wcG9ydHVuaXRpZXMAAB4ANRAB

AAAAPwAAADw5MTlBQUFDRUZDQzZDRjExOUU1MTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMTkzQUVFQUBlbWFpbF8xMzYw

LnNlcXV1cy5jb20+AAALACkAAAAAAAsAIwAAAAAAAwAGELtEjJIDAAcQgQIAAAMAEBAAAAAAAwAR

EAEAAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABQTEVBU0VSRVNQT05EVE9USEVJTkRJVklEVUFMU0xJU1RFRElOVEhF

TUVTU0FHRUJFTE9XQU5ETk9UVE9USEVMSVNUVEhBTktTVEhFQkFZQVJFQUVOVklST05NRU5UQUxT

QUZFAAAAAAIBfwABAAAAPwAAADw5MTlBQUFDRUZDQzZDRjExOUU1MTAwMDAwMDAwMDAwMTkzQUVF

QUBlbWFpbF8xMzYwLnNlcXV1cy5jb20+AABi0w==

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD302.584E40D0--

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 12:11:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Lawrence J. Hawkins" <hawkinsl@CPU2.OMRF.OUHSC.EDU>

Subject:      Anyone want to help this person out????

From:   SMTP%"radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu"  7-OCT-1997 09:33:52.69

To:     Multiple recipients of list <radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu>

CC:

Subj:   Does Scintillation Fluid Inactivate Biological Material

Specifically we are handling HTLVI, HTLVII, and HIV-1 in various types of

scintillation fluid.  My question is:

1.  Does the scintillation fluid render the retroviruses inactive?

2.  If so, does the brand/type of scintillation fluid matter?

Common knowledge/sense is appreciated however I need a reference to hang my

regulatory hat on.

Bill Lechner, RSO

Manager, ADD Radiation Safety

Abbott Laboratories

william.lechner@add.ssw.abbott.com

================== RFC 822 Headers ==================

Return-Path: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

Received: by cpu1.omrf.ouhsc.edu (UCX V4.1-12A, OpenVMS V7.1 Alpha);

        Tue, 7 Oct 1997 09:33:51 -0500

Received: from postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu (postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu [128.174.5.11])

 by pobox.ouhsc.edu (8.7.5/8.7.3) with ESMTP id JAA17168 for

 <hawkinsl@cpu1.omrf.ouhsc.edu>; Tue, 7 Oct 1997 09:35:45 -0500 (CDT)

Received: from romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu (romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu [128.174.74.24])

        by postoffice.cso.uiuc.edu (8.8.5/8.8.5) with SMTP id JAA33170;

        Tue, 7 Oct 1997 09:30:33 -0500

Received: from localhost by romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu (NX5.67d/NeXT-2.0)

        id AA20883; Tue, 7 Oct 97 09:29:33 -0500

Date: Tue, 7 Oct 97 09:29:33 -0500

Message-Id: <0017000002830421000002L012*@MHS>

Errors-To: melissa@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

Reply-To: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

Originator: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

Sender: radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu

Precedence: bulk

From: "Lechner,William" <William.Lechner@add.ssw.abbott.com>

To: Multiple recipients of list <radsafe@romulus.ehs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: Does Scintillation Fluid Inactivate Biological Material

X-Listserver-Version: 6.0 -- UNIX ListServer by Anastasios Kotsikonas

X-Comment:  Radiation Safety Distribution List

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 14:35:33 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Amanda Dixon <adixon@RMWC.EDU>

Subject:      FluorAway extracting system

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Does anyone out there use a system called FluorAway for extracting

ethidium bromide and other fluorescent dyes?  How well does the system

work and how do you dispose of the residue in the reusable cartridge?  I

would appreciate any and all comments, good or bad.

Thanks in advance!!

Amanda Dixon

Laboratory Technician

Randolph-Macon Woman's College

2500 Rivermont Ave.

Lynchburg, VA  24503

804-947-8568

email: adixon@rmwc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 14:34:24 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Amanda Dixon <adixon@RMWC.EDU>

Subject:      Need laboratory kit recommendations

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I know this is slightly off the safety topic, but we are desperate for

information.  We are looking for any recommendations for laboratory kits

for the detection of salmonella and e. coli.  The kits will be used for

an undergraduate course, so the easier and more consistent the better.

Do any of you have favorites?  I would need the manufacturer name and

kit number if possible.

Thanks in advance for any help.

Amanda Dixon

Laboratory Technician

Randolph-Macon Woman's College

2500 Rivermont Ave.

Lynchburg, VA  24503

804-947-8568

email: adixon@rmwc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 14:18:18 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Need laboratory kit recommendations

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Amanda,

I'm not sure of your exact requirements for E. coli. For water samples

(or things you could put in water), Hach in Fort Collins makes a series

of products--check out their web site page for E. coli:

http://www.hach.com/p_ecoli.htm

Difco has a series of products, including tests for E. coli O157 (not

suitable for student testing)

http://www.difco.com/

Millipore makes a product ColiSure for coliform and E. coli testing.

You'll need a "black light" or "UV light" in order to read the E.

coli-specific fluorescent umbelliferone produced.

http://millispider.millipore.com/analytical/manuals/p35893a.htm

> I hope these help you out...

>

> Michael Betlach

> email:  mbetlach@promega.com

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Amanda Dixon [SMTP:adixon@RMWC.EDU]

> Sent: Tuesday, October 07, 1997 1:34 PM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Need laboratory kit recommendations

>

> I know this is slightly off the safety topic, but we are desperate for

> information.  We are looking for any recommendations for laboratory

> kits

> for the detection of salmonella and e. coli.  The kits will be used

> for

> an undergraduate course, so the easier and more consistent the better.

> Do any of you have favorites?  I would need the manufacturer name and

> kit number if possible.

>

> Thanks in advance for any help.

>

> Amanda Dixon

> Laboratory Technician

> Randolph-Macon Woman's College

> 2500 Rivermont Ave.

> Lynchburg, VA  24503

> 804-947-8568

> email: adixon@rmwc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 15:21:13 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Need laboratory kit recommendations

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:34 PM 10/7/97 -0400, you wrote:

>I know this is slightly off the safety topic, but we are desperate for

>information.  We are looking for any recommendations for laboratory kits

>for the detection of salmonella and e. coli.  The kits will be used for

>an undergraduate course, so the easier and more consistent the better.

>Do any of you have favorites?  I would need the manufacturer name and

>kit number if possible.

>

>Thanks in advance for any help.

>

>Amanda Dixon

>Laboratory Technician

>Randolph-Macon Woman's College

>2500 Rivermont Ave.

>Lynchburg, VA  24503

>804-947-8568

>email: adixon@rmwc.edu

>

Do you mean detection as in from food, water, stools or detection as in

identification from culture plates?

For E. coli in water, the easiest system is Colilert (Idexx Lab,

1-800-321-0207).

For culture id of E. coli and Salmonella - API 20E or API Rapid 20E

(bioMerieux Vitek, 1-800-638-4835).  Another kit, even easier to set-up is

Crystal ID from BBL - they have a Crystal Enteric/NF and a Rapid

Stool/Enteric (we purchase via VWR Scientific -- 1-800-932-5000).

For food, not sure as I am not a food microbiologist.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 7 Oct 1997 18:08:51 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      NIOSH alert

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I was just given the NIOSH Alert: "Preventing Allergic Reactions to Natural

Rubber Latex in the Workplace".  The case reports are very compelling. The

report is at http://www.cdc.gov/niosh/latexalt.html.

See you at the conference!

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 8 Oct 1997 01:02:05 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: FluorAway extracting system

In-Reply-To:  <2D622F8A09C3D0118EAD00609707699E15D44B@rmwc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 02:35 PM 10/7/1997 -0400, you wrote:

>Does anyone out there use a system called FluorAway for extracting

>ethidium bromide and other fluorescent dyes?  How well does the system

>work and how do you dispose of the residue in the reusable cartridge?  I

>would appreciate any and all comments, good or bad.

>

>Thanks in advance!!

>

>Amanda Dixon

>Laboratory Technician

>Randolph-Macon Woman's College

>2500 Rivermont Ave.

>Lynchburg, VA  24503

>804-947-8568

>email: adixon@rmwc.edu

>

I have not used it but I am familiar with the product.  For disposal you

can pack it for incineration as you would solid waste contaminated with

ethidium bromide. My question is how do you know when you have saturated

the media.  They have another product to "filter" radioactive liquid waste

and there it is easy to know since you can count the effluent, but in the

case of the fluoraway I don't know if using UV you have a sensitive enough

method to detect brake-through, or other methods?

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 8 Oct 1997 08:19:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Et Br

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Stuart changed his address and couldn't post this.  (Note: By the time you

see this, Stuart, your address on this mailing list should have been updated.)

From: Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@man.ac.uk>

To: 'A Biosafety Discussion List' <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Subject: RE: FluorAway extracting system

Date: Wed, 8 Oct 1997 08:25:59 +0100

Return-Receipt-To: <Stuart.Thompson@man.ac.uk>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BCD3C3.CF08DFC0"

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD3C3.CF08DFC0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

At 02:35 PM 10/7/1997 -0400, you wrote:

>Does anyone out there use a system called FluorAway for extracting

>ethidium bromide and other fluorescent dyes?  How well does the system

>work and how do you dispose of the residue in the reusable cartridge?  =

I

>would appreciate any and all comments, good or bad.

Please could someone let me know the name and address, or website of the =

manufacturer or supplier. In the UK if possible, otherwise elsewhere in =

Europe or the US

Thank you

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 8 Oct 1997 09:03:25 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Mispagel <MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

Organization: UGA College of Vet. Med

Subject:      Sealing junction boxes

During the construction of a new BSL-3 facility, junction

boxes in the containment walls were not specified as

"gas-tight".  Therefore, the least expensive metal ones available

were used, i.e. they have many mounting holes and scored

knock-out plugs.  Some of these have been grouted into the

CMU wall, others have not.  Once wires are pulled, the

conduits will definitely be sealed.  The spaces will be

under negative pressure.   I am concerned about air

movement through the junction box itself.

Can anybody recommend a cost effective way to seal these

junction boxes?

Thanks for your replies.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 8 Oct 1997 09:18:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         carol showalter <carol-showalter@UIOWA.EDU>

Subject:      Research needs for cleanrooms?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hi,

A situation has come up on our campus that has me wondering if this is

becoming more of an issue around the country.  We had a request from a new

researcher, prior to moving into a lab space, that an air quality test be

done (basement of an older building that has been used as a lab for a

number of years).  It was determined (not by me) that the room should meet

Class 100,000, as one of the grants this researcher had was a subcontract

for a pharmaceutical company.  Testing was done and of course failed and

the reseacher was given space in another building, (for which there was not

a similar request).  Of course this raised immediate concerns about

habitability, health concerns, etc., which I have addressed. The researcher

subsequently stated that he found out that he should have a class 100,000

room.

My questions to all of you are:

        1.Are any of you aware of research needs where particle counts have been

taken to attest to a Cleanroom Classification in a regular laboratory

space, i.e. not previously designated as a cleanroom?

        2.Anyone know of studies that would show a correlation between particle

counting and health concerns?

        2.Are any of you aware of funding agencies requesting researchers to

conduct work in Class 100,000 Rooms, othere than in pharmacies,etc?

        3.Have you seen this particularly for the pharmaceutical industry or are

there other types of research that would necessitate using such a

classification for the work?  What about work with rNASES?  Have you run

into special requests/problems due to the nature of the work?

So, from a facilities standpoint, I'm wondering if this is going to be an

increasing need for the researchers.  Has this been anyone else's experience?

THanks very much, anyone taking the time to respond!!!!

Carol Showalter

Biosafety Professional

Health Protection Office

The University of Iowa

E-Mail:carol-showalter@uiowa.edu

Tel:319-335-9553

Fax:319-335-7564
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Et Br

In-Reply-To:  <9710081219.AA25975@MIT.MIT.EDU>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Stuart,

I don't know a European distributor for the FluorAway, you need to get in

touch with the company directly, they are located in Portalnd, Oregon.

Their web address is www.naiadtech.com  (Naiad Technologies, Inc.) and

their phone number is 1-888-296-2423.

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Sealing junction boxes

In-Reply-To:  <7F12E2B0B4F@calc.vet.uga.edu>
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I have used a sealant called NP-1 by the Sonnoborne Company to seal this

kind of box.  In extreme cases you may have to remove the box from the

wall and bed it in the sealant as you put it back into the wall.  This

sealant also works well for sealing the wires in the conduit, but it will

be difficult if RTV silicone has already been used.  When tooling the NP-1

around the box at the finishing phase, use masking tape first to get a

good line.  Mix up a concentrated soap solution and spray it both on the

NP-1 and your fingers as you smooth out the bead.  Give it between 24 and

48 hours before you go back to do a pressure decay test if this is

required for your facility.  We have been through all of this a couple of

years ago, so I may be able to help more if more help is needed.

Noel Neighbor

POSC O-114

University of Arkansas 72701

(501) 575-8493

(501) 575-8490 FAX

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

On Wed, 8 Oct 1997, Michael Mispagel wrote:

> During the construction of a new BSL-3 facility, junction

> boxes in the containment walls were not specified as

> "gas-tight".  Therefore, the least expensive metal ones available

> were used, i.e. they have many mounting holes and scored

> knock-out plugs.  Some of these have been grouted into the

> CMU wall, others have not.  Once wires are pulled, the

> conduits will definitely be sealed.  The spaces will be

> under negative pressure.   I am concerned about air

> movement through the junction box itself.

>

> Can anybody recommend a cost effective way to seal these

> junction boxes?

>

> Thanks for your replies.

> -----------------------------------------------------------

>

> Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

> Quality Assurance Manager

> University of Georgia

> College of Veterinary Medicine

> Athens GA 30602-7371

> (706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

> MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

>

> -----------------------------------------------------------

>
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Date:         Wed, 8 Oct 1997 11:47:24 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Research needs for cleanrooms?

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Research done on an IND, under FDA jurisdiction has to meet specific

ventilation criteria. I am working on complying with this as well.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re: Source of infection with protozoal parasites -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Natural infection with these parasites are by vector insects - bedbugs,

sandflies, tsetse flies and not readily by ingestion.   Each species have

unique life cycles, clinical outcome, treatment, morphology, etc.  Since

the tsetse fly can transmit via anterior station (saliva) and bedbugs via

posterior station (feces) it is possible that some of the organisms

(trypanosomes) may be able to live outside a host or vector for at least a

very short time, but  --   is the feces of infected animals a concern?

Maybe -- kinda doubt it, but I think I would talk to a person who knows

the agent(s) and which species are to be used before deciding to alarm

the world.

Would suggest reading up.  Biggest hazard may be assuring no vectors

and protection during animal innoculations and post mortem from sharps

or mucous membrane (eye) exposure.  Don't know enough about aerosol

survival of the agent so I won't comment other than aerosol is definately

not considered in natural infection.

S. Rusk

NADC

__________________________________________________________

We should first consider the primary routes of infection with each

organism.  Injection is out, ingestion possible as is, skin and inhalation.

 It has been awhile since I have read up on these organisms.  I seem to

remember ingestion being the preferred route.  The people at risk would

be

those coming in contact with the soiled materials.  Prevention would

consist of wearing protective gloves, good hygiene practices(wash

hands, no

food).  Now we made people aware, given them prevention and

protection.

should we warn the animal resource people?

Bob

Reply to message from dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE of Fri, 03 Oct

>

>Let us consider rodents experimentally infected with Leishmania or

Trypanosoma.

>

>Question : Do feces represent a potential source of infection for the

>laboratory personnel ??

>

>Regards

>

>

>             ___________________________________________

>             | Didier BREYER, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

>             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

>           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

>          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

>        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

>       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

>       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

>        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

>         \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93         \      /

>          \  _/         Fax: +32 2 642 52 92          \_   /

>         /___/                                         \___\

>         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __

____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental

Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Sealing junction boxes

     I seem to vaguely remember that, in building their BLS4 smallpox lab,

     CDC was injecting a dense, self-hardening, canned foam into their

     electrical switch, plug and junction boxes and into the connecting

     open conduit mouths.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Sealing junction boxes

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    10/8/97 6:17 AM

During the construction of a new BSL-3 facility, junction

boxes in the containment walls were not specified as

"gas-tight".  Therefore, the least expensive metal ones available

were used, i.e. they have many mounting holes and scored

knock-out plugs.  Some of these have been grouted into the

CMU wall, others have not.  Once wires are pulled, the

conduits will definitely be sealed.  The spaces will be

under negative pressure.   I am concerned about air

movement through the junction box itself.

Can anybody recommend a cost effective way to seal these

junction boxes?

Thanks for your replies.

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Moisture Resistant Cardboard containers

Mime-Version: 1.0
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I'm looking for a possible source of fiberboard/cardboard containers to

use for containerizing infectious path waste.  We are needing to place

pieces and parts from postmortem exam inside a box (various sizes) that

can be made leakproof with liners and also be able to withstand spraying

with topical disinfection.  These containers will then be transported to

another building for incineration.  No problem with liners but I need coated

boxes that can withstand  wash down.  I have seen a cardboard box

that is coated with wax or something like wax but cannot find a vendor.

I have also heard of boxes that are used for cremation of bodies and

understand that they are treated for moisture, but I have the impression

that the treatment is not all that significant and would not withstand wash

down with disinfectant.

Any help is appreciated.

Scott Rusk

Nat'l Animal Disease Center

srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Et Br
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------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD408.A7E9B730

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

        Esmeralda - thanks for the information

                Stuart

        I don't know a European distributor for the FluorAway, you need to get

 in

touch with the company directly, they are located in Portalnd, Oregon.

Their web address is www.naiadtech.com  (Naiad Technologies, Inc.) and

their phone number is 1-888-296-2423.

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD408.A7E9B730

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IjIPAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABAAoA

AABSRTogRXQgQnIAfgIBBYADAA4AAADNBwoACAAQACYAMAADAE8BASCAAwAOAAAAzQcKAAgAEAAl

AB0AAwA7AQEJgAEAIQAAADFBODBDNzlCREIzOEQxMTE4ODZFMDBBMEM5NDJFQTE3ACMHAQOQBgCs

BQAAIgAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAEAAAADACYAAAAAAAsAKQABAAAAAwAuAAAAAAACATEAAQAAALkA

AABQQ0RGRUIwOQABAAIASgAAAAAAAAA4obsQBeUQGqG7CAArKlbCAABtc3BzdC5kbGwAAAAAAE5J

VEH5v7gBAKoAN9luAAAAQzpcV0lOTlRcb3V0bG9vay5wc3QAGAAAAAAAAAAqRckrnxTREYhaAKDJ

QuoXooAAAAAAAAAYAAAAAAAAACpFySufFNERiFoAoMlC6hfCgAAAEAAAABqAx5vbONERiG4AoMlC

6hcKAAAAUkU6IEV0IEJyAAAAAAMANgAAAAAAQAA5AHBfbEUA1LwBHgBwAAEAAAAKAAAAUkU6IEV0

IEJyAAAAAgFxAAEAAAAWAAAAAbzUAEVjm8eAGzjbEdGIbgCgyULqFwAAHgAeDAEAAAAFAAAAU01U

UAAAAAAeAB8MAQAAABoAAABTdHVhcnQuVGhvbXBzb25AbWFuLmFjLnVrAAAAAwAGENy5eoIDAAcQ

9wAAAB4ACBABAAAAZQAAAEVTTUVSQUxEQS1USEFOS1NGT1JUSEVJTkZPUk1BVElPTlNUVUFSVElE

T05US05PV0FFVVJPUEVBTkRJU1RSSUJVVE9SRk9SVEhFRkxVT1JBV0FZLFlPVU5FRURUT0dFVElO

VE8AAAAAAgEJEAEAAADPAQAAywEAAIUCAABMWkZ1g7+vHncACgEDAfcgAqQD4wIAY4JoCsBzZXQw

IAcTjwKDAFAC8g9ZVGFoA3FNAoB9CoAIyCA7CW8yzDU1AoAKgXVjAFALAwZjAEELYG5nMTAzRjML

pwGRIEVzB4BygQdAZGEgLSB0D4A8bmsEIAIQBcAXkGUg5wuAGAEAwHRpAiAKogqEDwqEFSIC0RCh

czE3INEbDlN0dQrAdBmcEKG/C8UZTxpfGwEKoANgdAWQQxxgC7UgSSBkAiAnsQVAa25vB+AXUEUI

cKhvcGUDkWQEAHQFENhidXQFsRgGRgpABbCAQXdheSwgeQhgFCBuCeBkF4BvIGd/D8AYcR3mIGQd

0wsxIGVsOGkzNg/gI1AUsGggLwPwF5AYMwWgbQqwbnn3IsEJcCCgbCSRGEEpYArAOxhgCQBjGOAl

IQuAIFBTCREHQG5kJKBPCXBndQIgLh3kVBhQKZAoYGXxFrBhZGQJcAQRBAAoYDkuIC5uC3AtcCCB

aC7zKQEbAChOLnIRoC7BIeAVCQBnCJBzJKBJbmN8LikiECvAHeQYQS0BcHcR0CUAJPB1BtAEkC3i

MYQtODMQLTI5NjNAuDQyMyxlHeoSMQA1QAADABAQAAAAAAMAERABAAAAAwCAEP////9AAAcwsFFV

FgDUvAFAAAgwsFFVFgDUvAELAACACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAADhQAAAAAAAAMAAoAIIAYA

AAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAFgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAUoUAALcNAAAe

ACWACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAAAQAAAAQAAAA4LjAAAwAmgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAA

AEYAAAAAAYUAAAAAAAALAC+ACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAAAAMAMIAIIAYAAAAA

AMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAGIUAAAAAAAAeAEGA

CCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA2hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBCgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYA

AAAAN4UAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAA

AAAeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9NwAAlyg=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCD408.A7E9B730--
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafty Dinner

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The 3rd Annual Dinner will be at Los Banditos in Old Town.  We have enough

cars to transport all who have RSVP'ed so far.   We will meet in the lobby

of the Marriott at 6:30 Monday, Oct. 21.

Good luck to all taking the certification exam.

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     Roland Leitner <rleitner@acs.ucalgary.ca>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Roland Leitner <rleitner@ACS.UCALGARY.CA>

Subject:      Reliability of Ehtylene Oxide Sterilization Spore Strips

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Hello folks,

a while ago I purchased a sterilization control system consisting of a dry

bath incubator and spore ampules to monitor if our formaldehyde

decontaminations of BSCs and ductwork filter assemblies were successful.

The ampules I purchased contain a disk impregnated with B. subtilis and B.

stearothermophilus so they can be used either for the verification of

steam or ethylene oxide sterilization. Depending on the mode of

sterilization you then incubate at either 55-60 C  or 30 - 35 C.

Does anyone else have any experience with this system?

When I spoke to the company they told me that they'd never checked whether

it would be a viable test for formaldehyde sterilization. I have used

the system in both autoclave and formaldehyde sterilization, and although

in formaldehyde decon used the accepted amount of 0.3 grams per cubic foot

over a 10 hour period I had growth in the ampules on incubation.

Your comments, experiences, and opinions are most welcome.

Roland

 Roland Leitner

 Laboratory Safety Officer

 Safety Services, The University of Calgary

 Tel:(403)220-4612   Fax:(403)284-1332
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Research needs for cleanrooms?

Mime-Version: 1.0
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We struggle with mixed Research / FDA trial drug production issues

constantly.  FDA regs for drug production are found mainly in 21 CFR.  It's

been a real bother to try and keep research protocols separate from drug

production for clinical trials - space and airflow wise - when they are in

the same building.  FDA can site you if you don't meet their regs which

focus on product protection.  And CDC/NIH regs focus on containment.

Designing a facility that meets both and instituting the controls for

monitoring it (Independent Quality Assurance Unit) is expensive.  Add to

this that our "clinical side" is always struggling with our "research side"

for space and funds, mix in a little politics, and KABLOOY!  A couple years

back we drummed all of the production people out of the research areas.

Besides clinical areas like bone marrow and peripheral blood transplant

patient areas, clinical pharmacies, etc. - we don't have any official clean

rooms.  Therefore, all biopharmaceutical production (things that actually

go back into patients) regardless of phase of trial is outsourced to drug

manufacturing concerns that have R & D facilities separate from production

facilities.  I personally feel you need an entirely separate building, a

lot of money for remodeling, and a lot of drug production and FDA expertise

to even begin to consider trying to do this.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Biosafty Dinner

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Brenda, who not only is ABSA local arrangement person but Biosafty arranger

too, reports that:

>From: Brenda Wong <bwong@UCSD.Edu>

>Subject: Re: Biosafty Dinner

>

>Richie:

>

>I just called Casa de Bandini and they can hold 5 tables for us (5

>people/table)  I requested outside on the patio because it is more fun

>(there is a fountain out there, and the mariachi band is out there)  The

>only problem is that the whole party has to be there by 6:00 pm.  Will that

>be a problem?  We may have to leave La Jolla by at least 5:30 on Monday...

So, a slight change in the time table.  Unless I hear many objections, we

will meet at 5:15 in the lobby and take off to the restaurant by 5:30.

Round 'em up, move 'em out [crack], Rawhide :)  (what can I say, it's the

Thurs. silly hour).

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: Research needs for cleanrooms?

In-Reply-To:  <8625652B.0057016A.00@utm-notes-m2.mdacc.tmc.edu>

I totally agree with Judy on everything she said. We have the same

problem here in Vienna, with  biopharmaceutical production for

clinical trials. Luckily enough we started up the whole program, at a

time when we were planning our new lab building. The biopilot plant

and production downstream area in mow locatdd in aseperate part of

the building with access control and completely seperated from all

research and academic activities.

Now to the clean room problem. Once you have set them up (which

is quiet expensive) clean rooms have to be kept c l e an. This means

you have to train people to use them. Human activity is the main

cause of clean areas being contaminated. Try to do this in academic

research......

 The operating parameters of clean rooms have to be

controlled and certain functions validated, to make sure and prove to

authorities that the rooms are within specifications (Airflows,

pressure, particle counts, microorganism counts in the air and on

surfaces etc etc). This again means  validated analytical procedures,

Standard Operating Procedures etc etc.

 If you can not justify these expenditures with the size of the

project or long term goals, the outsourcing to contract manufacturers

is really the best way to go.

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      NEBSA Meeting -Reply
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Dear Ms. Gilman:  Can you direct me to the person or address where I

can ask for an application form to the Association?  Thank you.  Tom

Sawicki, USDA PIADC
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      vaccum line protection -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0
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We operate BSL-2 and BSL-3 laboratories.  We do not have house vac

systems but rely on vac pumps.   We use one filter flask to collect fluid

and one with disenfectant together with inline filter for all uses of

vacuum pumps.  Don't know of reg, just seems to be good lab practice.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Betsy Gilman <egilman@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: NEBSA Meeting -Reply
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Tom:

NEBSA is still in the informal stages, so we don't have an application form.

We have a person who serves as Secretary and he keeps a database of names,

addresses, phone, fax, email.  So, feel free to email these items and you

will be part of the NEBSA database.  You can send email to

andrewb820@aol.com.  If it doesn't go through you can always email me with

the information and I will see that it gets into the database.

The next NEBSA meeting hasn't been organized, but I suspect that there will

be another one before the end of the year.  After the ABSA conference the

organizers will have more time!

Betsy Gilman

At 06:50 AM 10/14/97 -0700, you wrote:

>Dear Ms. Gilman:  Can you direct me to the person or address where I

>can ask for an application form to the Association?  Thank you.  Tom

>Sawicki, USDA PIADC

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 14 Oct 1997 07:24:41 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      vacuum filter vendors? -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Vendors are Fisher, VWR and Thomas.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 14 Oct 1997 07:32:33 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      training shippers of biological materials -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Scott:  At the PIADC our shippers undergo th Hazardous Materials

Transportation Course offered either by FedEx or the UNZ and Company

provided training for shipping and receiving.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 14 Oct 1997 13:25:53 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Kurt R. Klimpel" <kklimpel@BIOPRAXIS.COM>

Subject:      Pathogen license

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Has anyone tried for an exemption from the new regulations required to ship

or receive certain toxins and pathogens.  We are a small company which has

been working with a number of toxins and now we are faced with a large

expense to obtain new material to continue our work.  Are there any

provisions for small labs or companies?  If we collaborate with a

University lab which is licensed, can we work with the material only in the

licensed lab?  Thanks.

Kurt

Kurt R. Klimpel, Ph.D.

Project Leader

Biopraxis, Inc.

PO Box 910078

San Diego, CA  92191-0078

(619) 452-2313  x19

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 14 Oct 1997 20:38:36 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Braun <andrew820@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

Subject:      Re: NEBSA Applications

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hello one and all:

        I've changed my e-mail address. The AOL address was getting full of junk

mail and I gave up. My new (and hopefully permanent) address is

andrewbraun@alum.mit.edu.

        Betsy forgot to mention the twenty dollar bill to be enclosed with your

application to NEBSA. It will be put to good use.

        In fact, there are no fees, no applications, no requirements, no

tests,.... Just give me your name, phone, fax and e-mail address and you

are suddenly dubbed a NEBSA member. You don't even have to live in NE!

Andrew Braun - Lord High Pooh Bah of NEBSA.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 06:32:37 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Animal burial -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Sorry to be late.  Check with APHIS Emergency Programs Staff in

Riverdale, Maryland.  They have the emergency plans to deal with burial

and what needs to be done.  Caution:  You should check this out with

Federal, State and Local authorities on if this can be done in the 1990s.

The practice can be a holdover from later years.  The APHIS plans deal

with national emergency types but probably gives the components to

bury them.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 06:39:23 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      BSC Specs and Testing -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Melinda:  Start with National Sanitation Foundation, Standard 49 on the

specs, specs and certification for BSCs and NIH/CDC publication for

blicationcation for Selection, Installation and Use of BSCs.  Also contact

the makers like Baker and NuAire.  Their catalogs are very helpful and

also their tech lines.  We also do inhouse certs.  You will need to be

certified to do that also.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 06:50:24 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Anyone want to help this person out???? -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

You will need to look at the inactivation requirements for the agents and

then select a LSC cocktail that has the properties that can inactivate it.

You may have to pool the material and chemically inactivate like we do.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 06:53:40 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Sealing junction boxes -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Use RTV or silicon based caulk compounds.  Then you will have to test

by using pressure decay or simply smoke bombs-what ever  is your

performance spec for the walls.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 07:03:57 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Moisture Resistant Cardboard containers -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hi Scott:  I thought I saw some of these waxy boxes in Lab Safety.  Try

cardboard box companies-we did and got fabricated custom RMW

waste boxes.  TOM

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 08:28:23 MST-0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      FSPs

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

The Army has a Broad Agency Announcement out, BAA 95-1, which asks

for a facility safety plan as Appendix F.  I beleive this is a fairly

recent addition to their grant applications, but I am not terribly

familiar with them.  PIs had to have their proposals in by 4 pm

today, so I put something brief together.  Wondered if any of you had

experience with putting together the Appendix F

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 09:56:51 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Conference-Women Questions

Not to waste any bandwith but.....,

 I will be coming to the ABSA conference for the first time.

 I have no idea how formal the conference is (standard

business, dress down ect.)  I have been to other safety

related programs and have found a variety of dress codes.

Sorry guys, but I have to pack!

Thanks

Michele Crase MT (ASCP) RBP  (brand new!)

EHS

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL

mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 10:54:22 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Barbara Ernisse <ERNISSE_B@A1.TCH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: FSPs

In-Reply-To:  <14DF6E826A64@TELLURIDE.UCHSC.edu>

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN

Terry, have your grants and contract department recheck the fine print.  I had

the 'Appendix F Panic' last Thursday afternoon - our submission deadline was

Monday morning (a holiday, of course).  The first paragraph of appendix F, page

45 reads: "Offerors notified that their proposal is being considered for award

shall provide the information identified below, as applicable....."  This

translate to "If your application makes the first cut, you must submit about 60

pages describing your safety program".  So, you have a reprieve.  However, if

your filing system is like mine, you'd better use the time to get all the

information together...

Barb Ernisse

Research Safety Specialist

Boston Children's Hospital

(617)355-6230

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 09:34:24 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      Re: FSPs

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Hi Terry,

        We (University of Wyoming) had to put together a "Memorandum of

Environmental and Safety Analysis"  (~1991) for one of our folks getting

$ from the Army's Biological Defense program.  We used it for several

years and updated the necessary parts as needed.  It was 6 pages but we

included 120 pages of appendices using existing material, like the

Radiation Safety Manual, and Biological Spill Control Plan, city maps,

floor plans and a brochure from the local hospital (to describe its

capabilities) and things like that.  It still took time to create.  If

you have any questions contact me.

Good luck -- Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

>----------

>From:  THERESE M. STINNETT[SMTP:Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU]

>Sent:  Wednesday, October 15, 1997 2:28 AM

>To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

>Subject:       FSPs

>

>The Army has a Broad Agency Announcement out, BAA 95-1, which asks

>for a facility safety plan as Appendix F.  I beleive this is a fairly

>recent addition to their grant applications, but I am not terribly

>familiar with them.  PIs had to have their proposals in by 4 pm

>today, so I put something brief together.  Wondered if any of you had

>experience with putting together the Appendix F

>Terry Stinnett

>therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

>UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

>BioSafety Officer

>4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

>Denver, CO 80262

>303-315-6754

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 08:55:06 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Pathogen license

     Hi, Kurt --

     I asked for a couple of exemptions for UCSF and was basically put on

     hold for what promises to be a long time.  It appears that CDC is

     going to be very cautious about exempting anything.  In addition,

     according to Dr. Rich Knudsen, true exemptions (as differentiated

     from "interpretations") will be considered by an expert panel,

     published in the Federal Register and comments accepted before being

     finalized.  This is bound to be a long and tedious process.  In the

     interim, I'm told that if I wish to receive or transport any of the

     materials for which I've requested exemption, I will need to register

     and pay the fee.  On the positive side, there appears to be a move

     afoot to reevaluate the size of the fee so it was suggested I not

     rush to send CDC money.  I'll be happy to tell you more of the sordid

     details - find me at the ABSA meeting next week.  And, of course,

     Rich Knudsen will be there so we can get the latest Select Agent info

     straight from the source.

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Pathogen license

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    10/14/97 2:25 PM

Has anyone tried for an exemption from the new regulations required to ship

or receive certain toxins and pathogens.  We are a small company which has

been working with a number of toxins and now we are faced with a large

expense to obtain new material to continue our work.  Are there any

provisions for small labs or companies?  If we collaborate with a

University lab which is licensed, can we work with the material only in the

licensed lab?  Thanks.

Kurt

Kurt R. Klimpel, Ph.D.

Project Leader

Biopraxis, Inc.

PO Box 910078

San Diego, CA  92191-0078

(619) 452-2313  x19

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 11:03:22 EDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Conference-Women Questions

I think you will see a range between "work" clothes and "casual" clothes at

every event -- but my guess is that most people wear what they are

comfortable in.  The only experience I can share is that, every year, I get

very cold sitting still for hours in an air conditioned conference room--

this year, I'm packing a jacket or sweater!

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 12:12:17 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Conference-Women Questions

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Any men care to comment on appropriate attire? I'm new to the meeting

too and can easily leave the sports coat and ties home...or see if the

suit still fits, if necessary.

Michael Betlach

> -----Original Message-----

> From: karen b. byers

> [SMTP:Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU]

> Sent: Wednesday, October 15, 1997 10:03 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Re: Conference-Women Questions

>

> I think you will see a range between "work" clothes and "casual"

> clothes at

> every event -- but my guess is that most people wear what they are

> comfortable in.  The only experience I can share is that, every year,

> I get

> very cold sitting still for hours in an air conditioned conference

> room--

> this year, I'm packing a jacket or sweater!

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 09:19:18 -1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         LESLYNNE PERRY <LEPERRY@QUEENS.ORG>

Subject:      Re: NEBSA Applications -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I'm sorry, tell me again what is NEBSA?

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 09:31:46 -1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         LESLYNNE PERRY <LEPERRY@QUEENS.ORG>

Subject:      Conference-Women Questions -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hi Michele,

I saw your MT designation and since signing on this listserver have been

listening mostly to industry and research types.  What do you do on your

job?  I manage support svcs for an a. path hospital based lab and along

w/safety do QA, purchasing, billing and anything else no one else wants

to handle.  As you know, hospital jobs are not so secure now, so I'm

always looking at what my peers are doing.  I would also be interested in

your impression of the ABSA conference.  What is  the RBP credential?

Have fun at your conference!

Leslynne Perry, MT(ASCP), DLM(ASCP), MBA, MPH

>>> Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU> 10/15/97 04:56am

>>>

Not to waste any bandwith but.....,

 I will be coming to the ABSA conference for the first time.

 I have no idea how formal the conference is (standard

business, dress down ect.)  I have been to other safety

related programs and have found a variety of dress codes.

Sorry guys, but I have to pack!

Thanks

Michele Crase MT (ASCP) RBP  (brand new!)

EHS

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL

mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 16:53:03 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Conference-Women Questions

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Generally  informal.

At 09:56 AM 10/15/97 -0500, you wrote:

>Not to waste any bandwith but.....,

>

> I will be coming to the ABSA conference for the first time.

> I have no idea how formal the conference is (standard

>business, dress down ect.)  I have been to other safety

>related programs and have found a variety of dress codes.

>Sorry guys, but I have to pack!

>

>

>Thanks

>Michele Crase MT (ASCP) RBP  (brand new!)

>EHS

>Northern Illinois University

>DeKalb IL

>mcrase@niu.edu

>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 16:55:24 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: NEBSA Applications -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:19 AM 10/15/97 -1000, you wrote:

>I'm sorry, tell me again what is NEBSA?

>

New England BioSafety Association

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 19:39:58 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Braun <andrew820@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

Subject:      Re: NEBSA - What is it!

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Dear Leslynne (is this really a name??),

        You don't know what NEBSA means! I am shocked - shocked!

        As any Red Sox fan will tell you, it is the New England Biosafety

Association. Or may be the Nebbish Association. Anyhow. After examining the

virtues of becoming an ABSA chapter the group decided to maintain its

informal nature. It meets once every now and then. Betsy Gilman was elected

(I think she was elected) its head. Since I was the only person with a

pencil at a recent meeting I was chosen to be Secretary. Other people have

various important titles that look good on resumes. We do have a logo

though. A recent meeting at the Harvard School of Public Health was notable

for its excellent food. There is usually a speaker who is much too smart

for any of us to follow. Gossip is an important component of the meetings.

        Apologies to Biosafty list for all this Boston stuff. I look forward to

seeing you all in San Diego. Isn't that just north of Tijuana?

Andy Braun

----------

> From: LESLYNNE PERRY <LEPERRY@QUEENS.ORG>

> To: BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject: Re: NEBSA Applications -Reply

> Date: Wednesday, October 15, 1997 3:19 PM

>

> I'm sorry, tell me again what is NEBSA?

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 15 Oct 1997 13:52:32 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: Conference-Women Questions

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     I've been to a good number of ABSConferences in the past decade, and

     can report a very wide variety in the dress of attendees. I'd have to

     say that the "whatever you're comfortable in" advice given earlier

     applies equally to both sexes.

     There really isn't a standard of attire, and those in jeans and casual

     shirts are just as welcome as those who choose more formal attire. I

     personally will wear a shirt and tie (pants would help, too I

     suppose!) because that's what I am used to wearing during the week. I

     suppose it's also a matter of what I have in my wardrobe: hmmmmm...

     I guess what I'm getting at is that I've found we're not a group to

     judge anyone on the basis of their dress. In many ways this is our

     annual retreat, so fashion's not much of an issue.

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager, RSO, BSO, CHO, etc.

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

     rnorman@mabioservices.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Oct 1997 13:00:33 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Madeline J. Dalrymple" <Dalrympl@UWYO.EDU>

Subject:      ABSA -- Hikers, Naturalists & Bird watchers going to Conference?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Any hikers, bird watchers, or nature lovers going to the ABSA

conference?  Maybe we can set up a side trip together while we are in

the area.  Contact me if interested.

        Madeline

Madeline Dalrymple

Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 16 Oct 1997 16:36:41 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Mispagel <MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

Organization: UGA College of Vet. Med

Subject:      Presray airtight doors

If any of you have experience with airtight doors from a

company called Presray, I would like to speak with you

about your installation experiences.  Please email your telephone number

or look me up at ABSA.  See you there.

Mike

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 17 Oct 1997 10:49:52 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Local ABSA Groups

Since we are talking  local organizations.  Do we have a

Midwest ABSA chapter????  How about it???  Since ABSA is

located in Mundelein IL, I kind of expected a big group out

here.  Maybe I missed it on the ABSA web page.  Maybe we

need to talk about it?

Just my two cents

Michele Crase  MT(ASCP) RBP

Biosafety Specialist

EHS

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL

mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 17 Oct 1997 15:53:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Betlach <MBetlach@PROMEGA.COM>

Subject:      Re: Local ABSA Groups

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I'm interested in a local (Midwest) group too, Michele.

Michael Betlach

(Madison)

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Michele Crase [SMTP:E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU]

> Sent: Friday, October 17, 1997 10:50 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Local ABSA Groups

>

> Since we are talking  local organizations.  Do we have a

> Midwest ABSA chapter????  How about it???  Since ABSA is

> located in Mundelein IL, I kind of expected a big group out

> here.  Maybe I missed it on the ABSA web page.  Maybe we

> need to talk about it?

>

> Just my two cents

>

> Michele Crase  MT(ASCP) RBP

> Biosafety Specialist

> EHS

> Northern Illinois University

> DeKalb IL

> mcrase@niu.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Sun, 19 Oct 1997 12:46:24 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Fran Martin <fmartin@CCSINC.COM>

Subject:      New EPA EH&S Training CD-ROM

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

FYI,

A newly revised Environmental, Health & Safety Training Course on CD-ROM --

the same computer-based training used by US EPA field inspectors -- has been

introduced.  The multimedia program features 32 modules, a completion

certificate, 600+ page training Reference Manual in PDF format, module and

spot tests, individual user records,  and adjustable audio and video speeds.

Check out  http://www.env-sol.com/solutions/ITC.HTML

Fran Martin

FM Research & Consulting

Richmond, Virginia

fmartin@ccsinc.com
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Date:         Mon, 20 Oct 1997 00:11:00 -0400

Reply-To:     kristof@easynet.on.ca

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Bozena Kristof <kristof@EASYNET.ON.CA>

Organization: *************

Subject:      More Cases of Trypanosomiasis at the University of Guelph?

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Dear BioSafety Listmembers

Perhaps some will remember my message posted on this mailing list

concerning biosafety irregularities at the University of Guelph. Recent

phone correspondence with the Prime  Minister's Office and an internal

letter I obtained by the Freedom of Information Act from  the Ontario

Ministry of Labour has unfortunately revealed that there is a

possibility of other cases of Trypanosomiasis at the University of

Guelph.

see document at URL :

http://www.easynet.on.ca/~kristof/new_oct_1997.html

or bottom of main site for link at URL :

http://www.easynet.on.ca/~kristof/fraud.html

To remind those who have forgotten and inform new members of this

listserv I was infected  with the deadly Trypanosmiasis in 1990 while

working as a lab-tech in the Dept. of  Microbiology at the University of

Guelph. The University researcher(Dr. Mutharia) did  not inform me of

the nature of her work in my lab and did not even reveal that she had

worked with Trypanosomes until 1994 and the human pathogenic strains

until 1996. She worked in  my teaching lab under level -a conditions

which was frequented not only by  myself but countless undergrads as

well. She only obtained Biosafety Committee approval  until 11 months

after she inported the material into Canada and after she saw my ymptoms

developing. The import permits required a stringent Biosafety level-2.

I was treated in 1995, successfully - in Canada.  To this day the

University has not come  "clean" and admitted its fault in breaking the

law. On the contrary, in some twisted sense  to save a perceived but

lacking innocence they have denied all and even tried such  underhanded

tricks like trying to threaten my internet provider to kick me off my

web-site  (unsuccessfully, I might add).

The government both provincial and federal were not any better. Even

though the evidence showed the contrary, the Ministry of Labour

maintains that Dr. Mutharia had Biosafety  Committee approval to work

under her lab-bench conditions (ie level-a).  This was not  true, she

had no Committee approval for nearly a year.  On the other hand, because

the  federal government knew that the University should have worked

under Biosaftey Level 2  they fabricated (contrary to hardcopy evidence)

that Dr. Mutharia indeed did work under  those conditions. Both

governments are simply covering up for the University. This is not

opinion but a logical conclusion from the evidence.

The ramifications of the possibility of more cases are simply

unfathomable. I urge  Safety officials in Canada  to look into this

matter. Do we need another cover-up  like Somalia or more importantly

another blood scandal.

sincerely

Bozena Kristof
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Date:         Mon, 20 Oct 1997 11:09:42 -0500

Reply-To:     mkinsey@mriresearch.org

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melina Kinsey <mkinsey@MRIRESEARCH.ORG>

Organization: MRI

Subject:      Pathogen at the Library

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Biosafety Group-

I need to find out some information regarding possible pathogens that

are associated with books or paper.  I thought at one time someone

posted similar question to the group, but I have been unable to figure

out how to access info from the BIOSAFTY archive.

I would appreciate any help the group could provide.  Thanks in advance

for your help.

--

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

http://www.mriresearch.org

mkinsey@mriresearch.org

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 21 Oct 1997 14:05:57 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: FSPs

In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=UWYO%l=TELEGRAPH-971015153424Z-40718@telegraph.uwyo.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

We are and have been using the same type.  We have sections that each PI

must complete.

Melinda YOUng

On Wed, 15 Oct 1997, Madeline J. Dalrymple wrote:

> Hi Terry,

>         We (University of Wyoming) had to put together a "Memorandum of

> Environmental and Safety Analysis"  (~1991) for one of our folks getting

> $ from the Army's Biological Defense program.  We used it for several

> years and updated the necessary parts as needed.  It was 6 pages but we

> included 120 pages of appendices using existing material, like the

> Radiation Safety Manual, and Biological Spill Control Plan, city maps,

> floor plans and a brochure from the local hospital (to describe its

> capabilities) and things like that.  It still took time to create.  If

> you have any questions contact me.

> Good luck -- Madeline

>

> Madeline Dalrymple

> Biological Safety Officer, Environmental Health and Safety

> University of Wyoming, Laramie, WY 82071

> 307-766-2723 (fax 307-766-5678)

> email:  dalrympl@uwyo.edu

> http://safety.uwyo.edu/ehs/

> >----------

> >From:  THERESE M. STINNETT[SMTP:Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU]

> >Sent:  Wednesday, October 15, 1997 2:28 AM

> >To:    BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> >Subject:       FSPs

> >

> >The Army has a Broad Agency Announcement out, BAA 95-1, which asks

> >for a facility safety plan as Appendix F.  I beleive this is a fairly

> >recent addition to their grant applications, but I am not terribly

> >familiar with them.  PIs had to have their proposals in by 4 pm

> >today, so I put something brief together.  Wondered if any of you had

> >experience with putting together the Appendix F

> >Terry Stinnett

> >therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

> >UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

> >BioSafety Officer

> >4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

> >Denver, CO 80262

> >303-315-6754

> >

>

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young, R.S.                     University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Biosafety/Environmental Health Section  Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail

(206)543-3351-fax                       Office:Rm 411 of Hall Health Center

(206)543-9510-answered by real person 8-5 weekdays
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Date:         Wed, 22 Oct 1997 16:36:00 CDT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Johnson, Julie A." <jajohns@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      toxin inactivation methods

Does anyone have some good suggestions for alternative methods of

inactivating the following toxins for disposal?

Aflatoxin B1

Aflatoxin G2

Ochratoxin A

T2 Toxin

Vomitoxin

Zearalenol

Zearalanone

If you can point me to a good reference on toxins and their chemistry, that

would be useful also.

Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

Environmental Health and Safety

118 Agronomy Lab

Iowa State University

Ames, IA  50011

phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 22 Oct 1997 17:50:11 -0400

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: toxin inactivation methods

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Julie, Check with Dr. Albert Locke with the Occupational Safety and

Health Branch of the Division of Safety at NIH (301) 496 3353.  He is a

toxicologist and should be able to point you in the right direction.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 22 Oct 1997 16:43:13 -0500

Reply-To:     mkinsey@mriresearch.org

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melina Kinsey <mkinsey@MRIRESEARCH.ORG>

Organization: MRI

Subject:      Re: toxin inactivation methods
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Johnson, Julie A. wrote:

>

> Does anyone have some good suggestions for alternative methods of

> inactivating the following toxins for disposal?

> Aflatoxin B1

> Aflatoxin G2

> Ochratoxin A

> T2 Toxin

> Vomitoxin

> Zearalenol

> Zearalanone

> If you can point me to a good reference on toxins and their chemistry, that

> would be useful also.

>

> Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

> Environmental Health and Safety

> 118 Agronomy Lab

> Iowa State University

> Ames, IA  50011

> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

Hi, Julie.  My name is Melina.  I would also be interested in this

information.  I have not been able to find anything on the subject of

toxin inactivation.  Good Luck!

--

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

http://www.mriresearch.org

mkinsey@mriresearch.org
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Date:         Thu, 23 Oct 1997 09:33:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: toxin inactivation methods

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     I'm going to go out on a limb here, and take what will be viewed by

     many as an unpopular stance.

     Unortunately I can't find the exact reference, but I've heard over and

     over that notwithstanding the lists and characteristics definitions of

     40 CFR 261, any waste is considered "hazardous" and subject to RCRA

     controls if you know it may pose a significant threat to human health

     or the environment if it's disposed of improperly.

     In my opinion most if not all of the toxins listed meet this criterion

     and are thus regulated hazardous wastes under RCRA.

     The practical impact of this is that, unless your institution

     qualifies as a conditionally-exempt small quantity generator under 40

     CRR 261, you may not legally treat the waste (except for elementary

     neutralization of corrosives) without a RCRA hazardous waste Treatment

     Facility permit, which is both difficult and expensive to obtain.

     This may or may not be a problem for you. It just happens to be a pet

     peeve of mine that this is rarely mentioned in our (lab EH&S) circles.

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager, BSO, RSO, CHO, etc.

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: toxin inactivation methods

Author:  <mkinsey@mriresearch.org> at internet

Date:    10/22/97 4:43 PM

Johnson, Julie A. wrote:

>

> Does anyone have some good suggestions for alternative methods of

> inactivating the following toxins for disposal?

> Aflatoxin B1

> Aflatoxin G2

> Ochratoxin A

> T2 Toxin

> Vomitoxin

> Zearalenol

> Zearalanone

> If you can point me to a good reference on toxins and their chemistry, that

> would be useful also.

>

> Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

> Environmental Health and Safety

> 118 Agronomy Lab

> Iowa State University

> Ames, IA  50011

> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

Hi, Julie.  My name is Melina.  I would also be interested in this

information.  I have not been able to find anything on the subject of

toxin inactivation.  Good Luck!

--

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

http://www.mriresearch.org

mkinsey@mriresearch.org
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Date:         Thu, 23 Oct 1997 13:15:42 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "LouAnn C. Burnett" <lburnett@UIUC.EDU>

Subject:      Cooling towers and _Legionella_

In-Reply-To:  <7D732AE626BBD011B29000805FFE49CB901514@msn-ex1.promega.com >

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

We have an engineering request for a building with mongo cooling towers to

convert their exhaust fans to supply--but are concerned that the "new"

supply fans will be too close to the cooling towers, causing a potential

route into the building for bioaerosols like _Legionella_.

Does anyone out there (especially you Australians who are expert in this)

have any type of standard or guideline for distance of supply fans from

mist-producing equipment like a cooling tower?

Please don't send information on the health implications of Legionella--I

have TONS of info on that--I'm just looking for building specifications and

engineering info.

As usual, thanks for any help!!

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Thu, 23 Oct 1997 16:26:27 -0700

Reply-To:     mfreije@sprynet.com

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Matthew Freije <mfreije@SPRYNET.COM>

Organization: HC Information Resources Inc.

Subject:      Re: Cooling towers and _Legionella_

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

LouAnn C. Burnett wrote:

>

> We have an engineering request for a building with mongo cooling towers to

> convert their exhaust fans to supply--but are concerned that the "new"

> supply fans will be too close to the cooling towers, causing a potential

> route into the building for bioaerosols like _Legionella_.

>

> Does anyone out there (especially you Australians who are expert in this)

> have any type of standard or guideline for distance of supply fans from

> mist-producing equipment like a cooling tower?

To follow is an excerpt from my book _Legionellae Control in Health Care

Facilities: A Guide for Minimizing Risk_

(http://www.hcinfo.com/legionella/book3). Note that although a minimum

distance of only 25 feet has been recommended by several experts, it's

best to be farther if practical since studies have indicated that viable

legionellae have traveled much farther than 25 feet in some cases.  This

applies to cooling towers at any building, not just health care

facilities.

"Cooling tower location.  Locate cooling towers as far as reasonably

possible from openable windows, outdoor air intakes, and outdoor areas

frequented by people.  And relocate outdoor air intakes that are within

25 feet of a cooling tower.  The distance legionellae can drift from a

cooling tower and still be capable of causing infection varies widely,

depending on humidity, sunlight, and wind conditions.  In most cases the

distance will be less than 200 meters, but data from one investigation

suggested that legionellae were carried one to two miles (1.6 to 3.2

km).37,38  Thus high-efficiency drift eliminators are important even if

a cooling tower is located far from outdoor air intakes, windows, and

areas frequented by people."

--

Matt Freije

mf@hcinfo.com

HC Information Resources Inc.

Indianapolis IN USA

Tel: 317 291 3434, Fax: 317 297 7618

http://www.hcinfo.com (Legionella control: news, book, FAQ, articles,

help)
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Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 09:36:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re[2]: toxin inactivation methods

In-Reply-To:  <9710238776.AA877613450@smtplink.microbio.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Your "limb" is very fragile.

RCRA deals only with those wastes that meet the criteria of a hazardous

waste under RCRA.  If the waste is not a hazardous waste, RCRA does not

apply.  As illogical as this sounds, it is true because it is based on law

not science.

This "stuff" may be treated because it is not RCRA regulated.

Be careful what you say you can & cannot do.  Under RCRA, you may not treat

regulated materials except where permitted by exemptions in the law.  These

are called Permits By Rule or PBR.  Ohio's Waste laws are stricter than the

federal standard because they do not include the PBR's.  That creates this

interesting situation.  One PBR permits the treatment(by dilution) of waste

to make it safer for transport.  Ohio does not.  So under RCRA you can

hydrate dry picric acid before transporting(good idea!).  The state says

transport it as it is(update your will).

Go figure.

Bob

>     I'm going to go out on a limb here, and take what will be viewed by

>     many as an unpopular stance.

>

>     Unortunately I can't find the exact reference, but I've heard over and

>     over that notwithstanding the lists and characteristics definitions of

>     40 CFR 261, any waste is considered "hazardous" and subject to RCRA

>     controls if you know it may pose a significant threat to human health

>     or the environment if it's disposed of improperly.

>

>     In my opinion most if not all of the toxins listed meet this criterion

>     and are thus regulated hazardous wastes under RCRA.

>

>     The practical impact of this is that, unless your institution

>     qualifies as a conditionally-exempt small quantity generator under 40

>     CRR 261, you may not legally treat the waste (except for elementary

>     neutralization of corrosives) without a RCRA hazardous waste Treatment

>     Facility permit, which is both difficult and expensive to obtain.

>

>     This may or may not be a problem for you. It just happens to be a pet

>     peeve of mine that this is rarely mentioned in our (lab EH&S) circles.

>

>     Randy Norman

>     Safety Manager, BSO, RSO, CHO, etc.

>     MA BioServices, Inc.

>     Rockville, MD

>

>

>

>______________________________ Reply Separator

>_________________________________

>Subject: Re: toxin inactivation methods

>Author:  <mkinsey@mriresearch.org> at internet

>Date:    10/22/97 4:43 PM

>

>

>Johnson, Julie A. wrote:

>>

>> Does anyone have some good suggestions for alternative methods of

>> inactivating the following toxins for disposal?

>> Aflatoxin B1

>> Aflatoxin G2

>> Ochratoxin A

>> T2 Toxin

>> Vomitoxin

>> Zearalenol

>> Zearalanone

>> If you can point me to a good reference on toxins and their chemistry, that

>> would be useful also.

>>

>> Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>> Environmental Health and Safety

>> 118 Agronomy Lab

>> Iowa State University

>> Ames, IA  50011

>> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail: jajohns@iastate.edu

>

>

>Hi, Julie.  My name is Melina.  I would also be interested in this

>information.  I have not been able to find anything on the subject of

>toxin inactivation.  Good Luck!

>--

>Melina Kinsey

>Midwest Research Institute

>http://www.mriresearch.org

>mkinsey@mriresearch.org
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Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 15:52:59 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      1st EBSA Annual Conference

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The European Biosafety Association (EBSA) will be holding its 1st Annual

Conference at the Central

Public Health Laboratory (London, U.K.) on November 27th 1997.

The theme will be "European Biosafety Towards the Millennium".

The meeting will consist of symposia with presentations from distinguished

speakers and include a workshop session for non-microbiologists. This is an

ideal opportunity to network with colleagues who share a common interest in

European Biosafety and also to play an active role in a young but rapidly

expanding organisation.

Full program information is now available on the EBSA Web site at

http://biosafety.ihe.be/EBSA/HomeEBSA.html

Contact:

Christine Walton

Quality Assurance Laboratory

Central Public Health Laboratory

61 Colindale Avenue

London NW9 5HT, United Kingdom.

Phone: + 44 (0) 181 200 4400 ext 3954

Fax: +44 (0) 181 205 1488

Email: christine@ukneqasmic.win-uk.net

Regards,

Didier Breyer

dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be
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Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 08:55:30 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dianne Hellwig <hellwig@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      E.coli 0157:H7

Mime-Version: 1.0
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I am planning on culturing E. coli 0157:H7 in my laboratory and was

wondering about the regulations and safety precautions for this organism.

Dianne H. Hellwig, DVM, PhD

University of Arkansas

Department of Animal Science

Fayetteville, AR 72701

(501) 575-5136

hellwig@comp.uark.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 09:10:38 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dianne Hellwig <hellwig@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[2]: toxin inactivation methods

In-Reply-To:  <l03020901b07660f203ca@[129.22.116.70]>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hi Julie,

Call Dr. Gary Osweiler over at the vet school (ISU).  He is one of the

foremost authorities in this area.  Bet you didn't know you had some of the

answers in your own backyard.

At 09:36 AM 10/24/97 -0500, you wrote:

>Your "limb" is very fragile.

>

>RCRA deals only with those wastes that meet the criteria of a hazardous

>waste under RCRA.  If the waste is not a hazardous waste, RCRA does not

>apply.  As illogical as this sounds, it is true because it is based on law

>not science.

>

>This "stuff" may be treated because it is not RCRA regulated.

>

>Be careful what you say you can & cannot do.  Under RCRA, you may not treat

>regulated materials except where permitted by exemptions in the law.  These

>are called Permits By Rule or PBR.  Ohio's Waste laws are stricter than the

>federal standard because they do not include the PBR's.  That creates this

>interesting situation.  One PBR permits the treatment(by dilution) of waste

>to make it safer for transport.  Ohio does not.  So under RCRA you can

>hydrate dry picric acid before transporting(good idea!).  The state says

>transport it as it is(update your will).

>

>Go figure.

>

>Bob

>

>>     I'm going to go out on a limb here, and take what will be viewed by

>>     many as an unpopular stance.

>>

>>     Unortunately I can't find the exact reference, but I've heard over and

>>     over that notwithstanding the lists and characteristics definitions of

>>     40 CFR 261, any waste is considered "hazardous" and subject to RCRA

>>     controls if you know it may pose a significant threat to human health

>>     or the environment if it's disposed of improperly.

>>

>>     In my opinion most if not all of the toxins listed meet this criterion

>>     and are thus regulated hazardous wastes under RCRA.

>>

>>     The practical impact of this is that, unless your institution

>>     qualifies as a conditionally-exempt small quantity generator under 40

>>     CRR 261, you may not legally treat the waste (except for elementary

>>     neutralization of corrosives) without a RCRA hazardous waste Treatment

>>     Facility permit, which is both difficult and expensive to obtain.

>>

>>     This may or may not be a problem for you. It just happens to be a pet

>>     peeve of mine that this is rarely mentioned in our (lab EH&S) circles.

>>

>>     Randy Norman

>>     Safety Manager, BSO, RSO, CHO, etc.

>>     MA BioServices, Inc.

>>     Rockville, MD

>>

>>

>>

>>______________________________ Reply Separator

>>_________________________________

>>Subject: Re: toxin inactivation methods

>>Author:  <mkinsey@mriresearch.org> at internet

>>Date:    10/22/97 4:43 PM

>>

>>

>>Johnson, Julie A. wrote:

>>>

>>> Does anyone have some good suggestions for alternative methods of

>>> inactivating the following toxins for disposal?

>>> Aflatoxin B1

>>> Aflatoxin G2

>>> Ochratoxin A

>>> T2 Toxin

>>> Vomitoxin

>>> Zearalenol

>>> Zearalanone

>>> If you can point me to a good reference on toxins and their chemistry,

that

>>> would be useful also.

>>>

>>> Julie A. Johnson, Biosafety Officer

>>> Environmental Health and Safety

>>> 118 Agronomy Lab

>>> Iowa State University

>>> Ames, IA  50011

>>> phone:  515-294-7657,    fax:  515-294-9357,     e-mail:

jajohns@iastate.edu

>>

>>

>>Hi, Julie.  My name is Melina.  I would also be interested in this

>>information.  I have not been able to find anything on the subject of

>>toxin inactivation.  Good Luck!

>>--

>>Melina Kinsey

>>Midwest Research Institute

>>http://www.mriresearch.org

>>mkinsey@mriresearch.org

>

>

Dianne H. Hellwig, DVM, PhD

University of Arkansas

Department of Animal Science

Fayetteville, AR 72701

(501) 575-5136

hellwig@comp.uark.edu
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     I went and figured... and yes, RCRA is based on law and not science.

     That is precisely why it is not a matter of nice, simple lists and

     properties like pH, flash point, etc.(science), but rather rests upon

     the larger (legal) issue of potential for damaging human health or the

     environment. (For example, laws don't say you can't throw stones,

     shoot arrows or drive a car: they say you can't threaten or hurt

     people)

     At the risk of sounding defensive, I must persist in my argument that

     RCRA authority (and the attending designation "hazardous") extends

     beyond the simple (or not so, as demonstrated by the PBR situations)

     lists and definitions of the implementing regulations.

     The example I recall hearing a few years ago had to do with a field of

     dead grass out behind an abondoned plant somewhere (PA or NY I think).

     A regional EPA administrator was flying over (I'm sure his arms got

     tired!haha), noted the expanse of dead grass and ordered an

     investigation. The dozens of leaking drums had contained a corn-oil

     based ink which was not regulated as judged by the lists and

     definitions of 40 CFR 261. Nevertheless the responsible parties were

     quite successfully prosecuted, for their improper disposal of this

     hazardous waste, under RCRA.

     Also, note that the PBR cases cited are indeed allowed for safety's

     sake but DO NOT render the waste unregulated. I also believe they are

     not appropriately called "treatment": in the example used and in

     similar cases the process is called "stabilization" by our waste

     broker. This stabilized waste is NOT unregulated. Dilution for the

     purposes of escaping regulation is expressly forbidden! In fact, no

     treatment of any kind (except elementary neultralization of

     corrosives) may be used to escape regulation.

     But let's consider the issue of these toxins a bit closer. If we are

     not permitted to treat many other wastes which we know very well hold

     significantly LESS potential to harm human health or the environment

     unless we have a RCRA TSDF permit, why should it be okay to treat

     these wastes?

     Many of us embrace the concept of complying with the SPIRIT of

     regulations, not just the letter. It seems to me that said spirit

     argues for dealing with such highly toxic chemicals just as we do

     those which are listed in the regulations implementing RCRA. So

     regardless of the question of whether RCRA liability extends to them

     or not, they should not be treated because it is not Congress' intent

     that wastes like these be treated by any but fully-permitted TSDFs.

     All of this being said, I happen to agree with the many who feel that

     a fair amount of waste treatment can be performed safely in the

     laboratory, sans government intrusion or permits and SHOULD be

     allowed. Nevertheless I believe the law does not currently allow nor

     intend to allow this. We need to work together to bring about the

     changes in the law which are necessary and appropriate to allow this

     activity FIRST. This process has actually begun, but that is another

     story.

     For the moment, I believe it is both illegal and immoral to attempt to

     create a loophole in the law (where there isn't really one) which

     would allow one to treat these toxins without a hazardous waste

     treatment facility permit. Until the necessary changes are made in the

     regulations I for one do not intend to take unneccesary chances with

     our stockholders investments.

     P.S. I realize many may see such bowing or catering to "unnecessary "

     or "illogical" legal restrictions as, well, wimpy. However, it's

     something many of us do every day if we will be honest about it.

     Besides, it's not just MY money I would be risking with any "civil

     disobedience".

     Didn't I warn you guys (and gals) this was one of my pet peeves??!!!!

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

     Them's my opinions, like 'em or lump 'em!

     The usual disclaimers apply...
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I do not disagree with anything said below.  In fact we follow the same

philosophy.  All chemicals come to us for disposal.  The labs dispose of

nothing.

Having said that, let me qualify something.  There is nothing in RCRA that

allows one to declare a waste hazardous that does not meet the criteria of

RCRA identification.  If you have a toxic substance like ethidium

bromide(which I believe to be very dangerous), it is not regulated.  RCRA

has no catch all clause!  Nevertheless we will judge other chemicals as

dangerous and take care of them appropiately.  We are not, however,

required to do so.

Try this thought,  if you have a dangerous, unregulated chemical, and it is

disposed of in the regular trash.  Have you violated RCRA or CERCLA?

Probably not.  If somebody gets exposed to this stuff or worse is injured,

do not use the unregulated defense on OHSA.  They will not listen.

I cannot speak of the cases of the corn oil in the field.  However I would

bet that something else was in the drums.

Bob

>     I went and figured... and yes, RCRA is based on law and not science.

>     That is precisely why it is not a matter of nice, simple lists and

>     properties like pH, flash point, etc.(science), but rather rests upon

>     the larger (legal) issue of potential for damaging human health or the

>     environment. (For example, laws don't say you can't throw stones,

>     shoot arrows or drive a car: they say you can't threaten or hurt

>     people)

>

>     At the risk of sounding defensive, I must persist in my argument that

>     RCRA authority (and the attending designation "hazardous") extends

>     beyond the simple (or not so, as demonstrated by the PBR situations)

>     lists and definitions of the implementing regulations.

>

>     The example I recall hearing a few years ago had to do with a field of

>     dead grass out behind an abondoned plant somewhere (PA or NY I think).

>     A regional EPA administrator was flying over (I'm sure his arms got

>     tired!haha), noted the expanse of dead grass and ordered an

>     investigation. The dozens of leaking drums had contained a corn-oil

>     based ink which was not regulated as judged by the lists and

>     definitions of 40 CFR 261. Nevertheless the responsible parties were

>     quite successfully prosecuted, for their improper disposal of this

>     hazardous waste, under RCRA.

>

>     Also, note that the PBR cases cited are indeed allowed for safety's

>     sake but DO NOT render the waste unregulated. I also believe they are

>     not appropriately called "treatment": in the example used and in

>     similar cases the process is called "stabilization" by our waste

>     broker. This stabilized waste is NOT unregulated. Dilution for the

>     purposes of escaping regulation is expressly forbidden! In fact, no

>     treatment of any kind (except elementary neultralization of

>     corrosives) may be used to escape regulation.

>

>     But let's consider the issue of these toxins a bit closer. If we are

>     not permitted to treat many other wastes which we know very well hold

>     significantly LESS potential to harm human health or the environment

>     unless we have a RCRA TSDF permit, why should it be okay to treat

>     these wastes?

>

>     Many of us embrace the concept of complying with the SPIRIT of

>     regulations, not just the letter. It seems to me that said spirit

>     argues for dealing with such highly toxic chemicals just as we do

>     those which are listed in the regulations implementing RCRA. So

>     regardless of the question of whether RCRA liability extends to them

>     or not, they should not be treated because it is not Congress' intent

>     that wastes like these be treated by any but fully-permitted TSDFs.

>

>     All of this being said, I happen to agree with the many who feel that

>     a fair amount of waste treatment can be performed safely in the

>     laboratory, sans government intrusion or permits and SHOULD be

>     allowed. Nevertheless I believe the law does not currently allow nor

>     intend to allow this. We need to work together to bring about the

>     changes in the law which are necessary and appropriate to allow this

>     activity FIRST. This process has actually begun, but that is another

>     story.

>

>     For the moment, I believe it is both illegal and immoral to attempt to

>     create a loophole in the law (where there isn't really one) which

>     would allow one to treat these toxins without a hazardous waste

>     treatment facility permit. Until the necessary changes are made in the

>     regulations I for one do not intend to take unneccesary chances with

>     our stockholders investments.

>

>     P.S. I realize many may see such bowing or catering to "unnecessary "

>     or "illogical" legal restrictions as, well, wimpy. However, it's

>     something many of us do every day if we will be honest about it.

>     Besides, it's not just MY money I would be risking with any "civil

>     disobedience".

>

>     Didn't I warn you guys (and gals) this was one of my pet peeves??!!!!

>

>     Randy Norman

>     Safety Manager

>     MA BioServices, Inc.

>     Rockville, MD

>

>     Them's my opinions, like 'em or lump 'em!

>     The usual disclaimers apply...
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I don't know Randy - since I'm not the waste person here, but I did take a

graduate level course in Environmental Law a couple years back.  What I

understood was that you couldn't treat or mix waste streams for the

purposes of decreasing the amount of your hazardous waste, thus falling

beneath the regulatory limit and then being deemed a small quantity

generator.   BUT even without a STD permit, waste could be treated at the

point of origination (i.e. during the process of producing it) b/f it was

ever mixed or treated for the purposes of disposal.  I always thought that

this meant that IN THE LAB it could always be treated in any way to make it

non-hazardous.  So if someone makes Aflotoxin from Aspergillis in the lab,

he is not operating outside RCRA law if he then detoxifies the Aflotoxin to

harmless by-products, before he disposes of it.  Anyway, the guy that

explained this to me was one of Houston's premier Environmental Attorneys.

That doesn't mean he knows everything.  Maybe, there is an evironmental

attorney on the chat line, that could give us a "legal opionion" on this

one.  I'd hate to think we would have to tell all our biochemists that they

have to dispose all their toxic chemicals "as is" and then hire contractors

(with STD permits, but much less expertise in chemistry) to treat it before

we dispose of it.
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An English translation is needed.  What is a STD permit?

If we are talking about about sewer disposal the industrial permit required

is a NPDES permit.  Curiously hospitals and Universities are classified

normaly as residential and do not require this permit.  I researched this

several years ago.  I know it is true HERE.  I am just not going to go into

my files to prove it.

Bob

>I don't know Randy - since I'm not the waste person here, but I did take a

>graduate level course in Environmental Law a couple years back.  What I

>understood was that you couldn't treat or mix waste streams for the

>purposes of decreasing the amount of your hazardous waste, thus falling

>beneath the regulatory limit and then being deemed a small quantity

>generator.   BUT even without a STD permit, waste could be treated at the

>point of origination (i.e. during the process of producing it) b/f it was

>ever mixed or treated for the purposes of disposal.  I always thought that

>this meant that IN THE LAB it could always be treated in any way to make it

>non-hazardous.  So if someone makes Aflotoxin from Aspergillis in the lab,

>he is not operating outside RCRA law if he then detoxifies the Aflotoxin to

>harmless by-products, before he disposes of it.  Anyway, the guy that

>explained this to me was one of Houston's premier Environmental Attorneys.

>That doesn't mean he knows everything.  Maybe, there is an evironmental

>attorney on the chat line, that could give us a "legal opionion" on this

>one.  I'd hate to think we would have to tell all our biochemists that they

>have to dispose all their toxic chemicals "as is" and then hire contractors

>(with STD permits, but much less expertise in chemistry) to treat it before

>we dispose of it.
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It's been a while since I had that course but I think the NPDES refers to

discharge release into water systems. Some of the big refineries down on

the ship channel have these permits.  They treat large volume refinery

wastes and then discharge into the bay.   The term STD means storage

treatment and disposal - not sexually transmitted diseases!  STD permits

are required for facilities that do any of these activities to hazardous

waste of a certain volume.  I think you can get limited permits - like just

for storage but not disposal.  I think we are exempt from the NPDES also,

at least our waste manager told me that everyone in the medical center was.

But we pick up all hazardous chemicals and incinerate them.  I think others

in the med center have contractors that do that for them.  Our STD permit,

is overseen by TNRCC (Texas Natural Resourece and Conservation Commission).

They handle the EPA functions for the state of Texas.  Holding the STD

permit we can collect, treat, incinerate, comingle and dispose of hazardous

waste.  We  can do this on site b/c we have a permitted hazardous waste

incinerator.  We also recycle (co-mingle) solvents, hydrocarbons, etc.  in

55 gallon drums, and ship them out for energy recovery.  Also we have a

silver recovery set up (from photographic, etc. process).  Our staff that

does this are certified HAZMAT handlers.

It's interesting to note that theoritically, I think, if we didn't have an

incinerator and an STD permit, the PI producing Aflotoxin would have no

other choice but to detoxify it in his lab, because we don't have a

USPHS/CDC permit to transport (even for disposal) any of the select agents

on the 42CFR list.  Talk about a regulatory catch 22!
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It aint waste until we say it is waste and if you detoxify something in

the laboratory and then decide it is waste, it is no longer

toxic/hazardous and does not need to be handled has hazardous waste.
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E. coli 0157:H7 is a BL-2 agent.
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     Don't know about that STD permit, but I don't think it's one I'd

     want!!!!

     First, a point of correction for the individual who took the course in

     Environmental Law. You are absolutely correct in pointing out that if

     your "process" requires a step that renders the materials coming out,

     of the tailpipe if you will, nonhazardous, it is not even considered

     waste treatment under the law. This is great for manufacturing

     processes which include some kind of effluent treatment as the last

     step before the hazardous materials exit the process. It is also

     CERTAINLY a justification in the lab when the experiment requires the

     step which renders the hazarous material non-hazardous BEFORE it

     becomes a waste.

     However, taking a hazardous material for which nobody has a further

     constructive use and THEN rendering it nonhazardous, you are TREATING

     a hazardous WASTE! This goes beyond the special allowance in the regs.

     In the grey area, you can probably keep the feds at bay if you

     cleverly work a step into the experimental design that neutralizes,

     oxidizes, etc. your materials at the very end. The problem is that the

     step in question has to flow IMMEDIATELY from the last step in the

     experiment. The allowance does not allow one to mess around with

     hazardous waste AFTER THE EXPERIMENT IS COMPLETED. From my reading of

     the regs, said "treatment" has to take place immediately upon the

     experiment's conclusion.

     Now as to the question of hazardous wastes not specifically covered by

     40 CFR 261 SUBPARTS C and D. Check out 40 CFR 261.1(b)(2). To

     wit:"This part [261] identifies only SOME of the materials which are

     solid wastes and hazardous wastes under sections 3007, 3013, and 7003

     of RCRA. A material which is not defined as a solid waste in this

     part, or is not a hazardous waste identified or listed in this part,

     IS STILL A SOLID WASTE AND A HAZARDOUS WASTE FOR PURPOSES OF THIS

     SECTIONS IF:

        (i) In the case of sections 3007 and 3013, EPA has reason to

     believe the material may be a solid waste within the meaning of

     section 1004(27) of RCRA and a hazardous waste within the meaning of

     section 1004(5) of RCRA; or

        (ii) In the case of section 7003, the statutory elements are

     established."

     (emphasis added)

     Now I don't happen to have a copy of the actual Resources Conservation

     and Recovery Act in my office, but the above CLEARLY points out that

     the defined characteristics and lists of wastes found in the

     implementing regulations at 40 CFR 261 are NOT in themselves

     sufficient to determine whether a waste is regulated by the law. If

     anyone cares to check the language in RCRA, I'm fairly certain you'll

     find reference made to any waste which "pose a substantial present or

     potential hazard to human health or the environment when it is

     improperly treated, stored, disposed or otherwise managed" [excerpted

     from 40 CFR 261.10 (a)(1)(ii)] or similar language.

     The above IS RCRA's (and EPAs) catch-all clause! To be more exact, the

     above is the portion of EPA's regulations implementing RCRA which

     reminds one of the fact that the implementing regulations are

     imperfect at conveying the requirements of the law which we are

     subject to (in the States).

     So I say again that these wastes, known to be hazardous if mishandled,

     are hazardous within the meaning of RCRA and require handling in

     compliance with the implementing regulations. Just because EPA hasn't

     given them a number doesn't mean you can't dispose of them properly!

     And we do, as I suspect many others do.

     Forgive me for splitting hairs, but the potential liability involved

     with such issues demands careful deliberation.

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     My own opinions, heaven help us all!

     The usual denial of responsibility goes here.
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        You raise a very significant point that should have been addressed

        long before now. Since these toxins are very definitely hazardous

        wastes within the purview of RCRA (if not exactly under 40 CFR 261

        SUBPARTS C and D). EPA should be petitioned for an exemption or other

        appropriate treatment for toxins covered by the "new" select agent

        rules. I seriously doubt that any of the commercial hazardous waste

        firms is going to get the necessary permits nor that public safety

        would be better served transporting the stuff any more than is

        unavoidable.

        I'm relieved that we (MA BioServices) aren't affected at this point,

        but it would behoove those who ARE affected to pursue this, obviously.

        See my other comments re. applicability of RCRA hazardous waste

        regulations.

        Randy Norman

        Safety Manager

        MA BioServices, Inc.

        Rockville, MD

        Opinions, what opinions?

        TGIF!
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Ahh!  Now this makes sense!  STD(texas Law?) = TSDF(RCRA for Treatment ,

Storage & Disposal Facility)

Bob

>It's been a while since I had that course but I think the NPDES refers to

>discharge release into water systems. Some of the big refineries down on

>the ship channel have these permits.  They treat large volume refinery

>wastes and then discharge into the bay.   The term STD means storage

>treatment and disposal - not sexually transmitted diseases!  STD permits

>are required for facilities that do any of these activities to hazardous

>waste of a certain volume.  I think you can get limited permits - like just

>for storage but not disposal.  I think we are exempt from the NPDES also,

>at least our waste manager told me that everyone in the medical center was.

>But we pick up all hazardous chemicals and incinerate them.  I think others

>in the med center have contractors that do that for them.  Our STD permit,

>is overseen by TNRCC (Texas Natural Resourece and Conservation Commission).

>They handle the EPA functions for the state of Texas.  Holding the STD

>permit we can collect, treat, incinerate, comingle and dispose of hazardous

>waste.  We  can do this on site b/c we have a permitted hazardous waste

>incinerator.  We also recycle (co-mingle) solvents, hydrocarbons, etc.  in

>55 gallon drums, and ship them out for energy recovery.  Also we have a

>silver recovery set up (from photographic, etc. process).  Our staff that

>does this are certified HAZMAT handlers.

>

>It's interesting to note that theoritically, I think, if we didn't have an

>incinerator and an STD permit, the PI producing Aflotoxin would have no

>other choice but to detoxify it in his lab, because we don't have a

>USPHS/CDC permit to transport (even for disposal) any of the select agents

>on the 42CFR list.  Talk about a regulatory catch 22!

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Hi.  I'm new to this list--just joined yesterday (compliments of the =

ABSA web page)!

In response to Judy Pointer's last comment about the "USPHS/CDC permit =

to transport...select agents on the 42CFR list," CDC has sent out =

registration packets to all labs that were known to be select agent =

users.  If your PI working with Aflatoxin has not received one, (s)he =

can contact Jonathan Richmond at CDC to get one. =20

There has been much consternation among labs about the application fees =

for this registration ($13,000-$15,000) and rumor has it that these fees =

are about to be significantly lowered.

Once a lab has sent in their application, CDC will issue a registration =

certificate and copies of form EA101 which will allow the user to ship =

and/or receive select agents prior to being inspected by CDC and =

ultimately becoming "certified."

Ed Gaunt

Analytical Sciences, Inc.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 17:08:48 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: toxin inactivation- The Safety Magi !!!

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     If'n you's says so, I guess dat's you's's right to say.

     But I wouldn't feel very honest trying to convince a judge or jury

     that something that resulted from an experiment completed several days

     ago and that has no further purpose/usefulness is NOT a waste until I

     declare it so. The regulations simply do not give us such magical

     powers that we can change reality (or at least define it) at will!

     This power to declare someting a waste doesn't allow one to defy the

     rules of logic! This is a common tactic that is too often used to

     rationalize what are sometimes (admittedly) unavoidable violations of

     the law (even if just "the spirit" thereof). We MUST keep in mind that

     our actions could come under intense scrutiny at any moment without

     warning. I wouldn't look forward to the prospect of trying to convince

     the jury (or the news reporter) that "black" is REALLY "white" as long

     as I SAY SO. Likewise this waste/not waste business.

     Please don't make me dive back into my CFR! Well, I won't 'til Monday

     anyway!

     Ciao!

     Randy

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: toxin inactivation- Gettin' Good Now!

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at internet

Date:    10/24/97 4:10 PM

It aint waste until we say it is waste and if you detoxify something in

the laboratory and then decide it is waste, it is no longer

toxic/hazardous and does not need to be handled has hazardous waste.

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 17:23:47 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: toxin inactivation- Gettin' Good Now!

In-Reply-To:  <345100C5.54B1@erols.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>It aint waste until we say it is waste and if you detoxify something in

>the laboratory and then decide it is waste, it is no longer

>toxic/hazardous and does not need to be handled has hazardous waste.

*************************

This is true.  But RCRA defines a moment of truth where waste determination

is to be made.  When the material leaves the process.  You may be able to

split hairs.  But be careful!  They don't like people playing with

semantics to avoid regulation.

If you generate a waste and then treat it with the augument that you are

not doen with it yet untill you have added chemicals to it with no purpose

whatsoever except to make the material non-hazardous.  then I suggest that

you have a plane ticket and passport nearby.

Bob

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 16:25:02 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gene Theios <GTHEIOS@WPSMTP.SIUMED.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[3]: toxin inactivation- Gettin' Good Now! -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Also, in order to ship the =22hazardous waste=22 off site, you need to =

properly complete a manifest. This requires you to show the hazardous =

waste code (which of course does not exist)  and to account for the =

=22waste=22, by waste code, on your Biennial report. Ah what tangled webs =

ew weave.....

Gene Theios, Director

Office of Environmental Safety

Southern Illinois University School of Medicine

801 N. Rutledge St.

P>O> Box 19230

Springfield IL 62794-1213

217/782-8837

FAX 217/782-0988

>>> Judy Pointer <jpointer=40NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU> 10/24/97 01:50pm >>>

It=27s been a while since I had that course but I think the NPDES refers =

to

discharge release into water systems. Some of the big refineries down on

the ship channel have these permits.  They treat large volume refinery

wastes and then discharge into the bay.   The term STD means storage

treatment and disposal - not sexually transmitted diseases=21  STD permits

are required for facilities that do any of these activities to hazardous

waste of a certain volume.  I think you can get limited permits - like =

just

for storage but not disposal.  I think we are exempt from the NPDES also,

at least our waste manager told me that everyone in the medical center =

was.

But we pick up all hazardous chemicals and incinerate them.  I think =

others

in the med center have contractors that do that for them.  Our STD permit,

is overseen by TNRCC (Texas Natural Resourece and Conservation Commission).=

They handle the EPA functions for the state of Texas.  Holding the STD

permit we can collect, treat, incinerate, comingle and dispose of =

hazardous

waste.  We  can do this on site b/c we have a permitted hazardous waste

incinerator.  We also recycle (co-mingle) solvents, hydrocarbons, etc.  in

55 gallon drums, and ship them out for energy recovery.  Also we have a

silver recovery set up (from photographic, etc. process).  Our staff that

does this are certified HAZMAT handlers.

It=27s interesting to note that theoritically, I think, if we didn=27t =

have an

incinerator and an STD permit, the PI producing Aflotoxin would have no

other choice but to detoxify it in his lab, because we don=27t have a

USPHS/CDC permit to transport (even for disposal) any of the select agents

on the 42CFR list.  Talk about a regulatory catch 22=21

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 24 Oct 1997 17:30:33 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re[5]: toxins etc.-Congress' RCRA and EPA's 40 CFR Hmmmm

In-Reply-To:  <9710248777.AA877724572@smtplink.microbio.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I wish what is below were true.  It would make life much easier.  BTW we

use this line as justification at times.  Our trainers are used by the EPA

to train their inspectors.  This does not mean that they are the bible but

it sure helps.

I do not have my copy of CFR 40 here either.

A REGULATED WASTE is a waste found on:

the "P" list

The "U" list

A charicteristic waste

or a

Land Disposal Restricted Waste.

I wish that there was a catch all.  I would make life more simple.

It's friday, I'm going home.

Bob

*Edited*

>     Now as to the question of hazardous wastes not specifically covered by

>     40 CFR 261 SUBPARTS C and D. Check out 40 CFR 261.1(b)(2). To

>     wit:"This part [261] identifies only SOME of the materials which are

>     solid wastes and hazardous wastes under sections 3007, 3013, and 7003

>     of RCRA. A material which is not defined as a solid waste in this

>     part, or is not a hazardous waste identified or listed in this part,

>     IS STILL A SOLID WASTE AND A HAZARDOUS WASTE FOR PURPOSES OF THIS

>     SECTIONS IF:

>

>        (i) In the case of sections 3007 and 3013, EPA has reason to

>     believe the material may be a solid waste within the meaning of

>     section 1004(27) of RCRA and a hazardous waste within the meaning of

>     section 1004(5) of RCRA; or

>

>        (ii) In the case of section 7003, the statutory elements are

>     established."

>

>     (emphasis added)

>

>     Now I don't happen to have a copy of the actual Resources Conservation

>     and Recovery Act in my office, but the above CLEARLY points out that

>     the defined characteristics and lists of wastes found in the

>     implementing regulations at 40 CFR 261 are NOT in themselves

>     sufficient to determine whether a waste is regulated by the law. If

>     anyone cares to check the language in RCRA, I'm fairly certain you'll

>     find reference made to any waste which "pose a substantial present or

>     potential hazard to human health or the environment when it is

>     improperly treated, stored, disposed or otherwise managed" [excerpted

>     from 40 CFR 261.10 (a)(1)(ii)] or similar language.

>

>     The above IS RCRA's (and EPAs) catch-all clause! To be more exact, the

>     above is the portion of EPA's regulations implementing RCRA which

>     reminds one of the fact that the implementing regulations are

>     imperfect at conveying the requirements of the law which we are

>     subject to (in the States).

>

>     So I say again that these wastes, known to be hazardous if mishandled,

>     are hazardous within the meaning of RCRA and require handling in

>     compliance with the implementing regulations. Just because EPA hasn't

>     given them a number doesn't mean you can't dispose of them properly!

>     And we do, as I suspect many others do.

>

>     Forgive me for splitting hairs, but the potential liability involved

>     with such issues demands careful deliberation.

>

>     Randy Norman

>     Safety Manager

>     MA BioServices, Inc.

>     My own opinions, heaven help us all!

>     The usual denial of responsibility goes here.

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 25 Oct 1997 00:22:12 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[5]: toxins- Select Agent Toxin Disposal

The point is this.  RCRA does not include a definition of a toxic(T).  They

simply provide a list.  Ergo if it is not on the list it is not regulated

as a toxic.  could this be deliberate?  I think the only way you can get

something declared toxic is to petition EPA for inclusion on the "P" list.

Could the reason for this omission be to allow treatment of poisons with

minimal interference?

Bob

Reply to message from rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM of Fri, 24 Oct

>

>        You raise a very significant point that should have been addressed

>        long before now. Since these toxins are very definitely hazardous

>        wastes within the purview of RCRA (if not exactly under 40 CFR 261

>        SUBPARTS C and D). EPA should be petitioned for an exemption or other

>        appropriate treatment for toxins covered by the "new" select agent

>        rules. I seriously doubt that any of the commercial hazardous waste

>        firms is going to get the necessary permits nor that public safety

>        would be better served transporting the stuff any more than is

>        unavoidable.

>

>        I'm relieved that we (MA BioServices) aren't affected at this point,

>        but it would behoove those who ARE affected to pursue this, obviously.

>        See my other comments re. applicability of RCRA hazardous waste

>        regulations.

>

>        Randy Norman

>        Safety Manager

>        MA BioServices, Inc.

>        Rockville, MD

>

>        Opinions, what opinions?

>        TGIF!

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 25 Oct 1997 00:30:36 -0400

Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[3]: toxin inactivation- Gettin' Good Now! -Reply

I must reach out on a limb here.  I have not addressed this issue in a

while so my information may be incorrect.  I am scheduled for the yearly

refresher on Nov 16-18.

The area of the hazardous waste manifest which requires the waste code is

shaded.  I forget if this means that one and only one waste code is

required(not sure) or that the waste code is optional under federal

law.(more certain of this)

I can be more definitive once I research this.

something more to chew on.

Bob

Reply to message from GTHEIOS@WPSMTP.SIUMED.EDU of Fri, 24 Oct

>

>Also, in order to ship the =22hazardous waste=22 off site, you need to =

>properly complete a manifest. This requires you to show the hazardous =

>waste code (which of course does not exist)  and to account for the =

>=22waste=22, by waste code, on your Biennial report. Ah what tangled webs =

>ew weave.....

>

>

>Gene Theios, Director

>Office of Environmental Safety

>Southern Illinois University School of Medicine

>801 N. Rutledge St.

>P>O> Box 19230

>Springfield IL 62794-1213

>217/782-8837

>FAX 217/782-0988

>

>

>>>> Judy Pointer <jpointer=40NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU> 10/24/97 01:50pm >>>

>It=27s been a while since I had that course but I think the NPDES refers =

>to

>discharge release into water systems. Some of the big refineries down on

>the ship channel have these permits.  They treat large volume refinery

>wastes and then discharge into the bay.   The term STD means storage

>treatment and disposal - not sexually transmitted diseases=21  STD permits

>are required for facilities that do any of these activities to hazardous

>waste of a certain volume.  I think you can get limited permits - like =

>just

>for storage but not disposal.  I think we are exempt from the NPDES also,

>at least our waste manager told me that everyone in the medical center =

>was.

>But we pick up all hazardous chemicals and incinerate them.  I think =

>others

>in the med center have contractors that do that for them.  Our STD permit,

>is overseen by TNRCC (Texas Natural Resourece and Conservation Commission).=

>

>They handle the EPA functions for the state of Texas.  Holding the STD

>permit we can collect, treat, incinerate, comingle and dispose of =

>hazardous

>waste.  We  can do this on site b/c we have a permitted hazardous waste

>incinerator.  We also recycle (co-mingle) solvents, hydrocarbons, etc.  in

>55 gallon drums, and ship them out for energy recovery.  Also we have a

>silver recovery set up (from photographic, etc. process).  Our staff that

>does this are certified HAZMAT handlers.

>

>It=27s interesting to note that theoritically, I think, if we didn=27t =

>have an

>incinerator and an STD permit, the PI producing Aflotoxin would have no

>other choice but to detoxify it in his lab, because we don=27t have a

>USPHS/CDC permit to transport (even for disposal) any of the select agents

>on the 42CFR list.  Talk about a regulatory catch 22=21

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 27 Oct 1997 08:20:50 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Re[3]: toxin inactivation- Gettin' Good Now!

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Looks like this is a hot topic - and you all were having fun after I left

early Fri. night!

Anyway, I just got back from the ABSA conference and got the lasted scoop

on the 42CFR select agent thing.  What happened in our case was:

1.  Prior to when the new reg was enacted, a PI was producing small

quantities of Aflotoxin in his lab (potential cancer treatment) from

Aspergillus.  Note that Aspergillus is not on the Select agent list - only

Aflotoxin - it's byproduct.

2.  The IBC was in a quandary - what to do about the Aflotoxin once it was

produced?  How could we legally get rid of it?  Our permitted incinerator

was not physically at the same location as his lab.

3.  Meanwhile, CDC didn't have all these little details worked out.  The

ruling required the big fee ~ $13,000-$15,000 for registered lab(s), to be

able to receive or send Aflotoxin - not Aspergillus (which is ubiquitous in

nature).  He wasn't "receiving" Aflotoxin, but to dispose of it in our

permitted incinerator, he would definitely have to send it over public

highways.

4.  Since this is the only agent, so far, that we have that would fall

under this new reg. and since all this was still pretty much up in the air

- the IBC required the guy to "inactivate" the Aflotoxin on site, rather

than ship it out for disposal.  This seems to be not only the safest but

the closest way to meet these two conflicting regs.  The "inactivate at the

point of generation" clause became part of his protocol SOP, and it was

approved by the IBC with that stipulation.  He was also given a copy of the

new 42 CFR reg. and warned to be especially careful with the stuff - i.e.

secure it, contain it, and don't let anyone else get their hands on it.

5.  I wrote a paper for my Environmental Law class about 3 years back on

TSCA (can't find it any more) but I think Aflotoxin would probably fall

under the definition of "Characteristic Wastes" - and thus would fall under

the EPA regs.  But, can't remember what amounts of these wastes would be

exempt, if any.

6.  Back to the ABSA conference.  It was announced that CDC was getting a

lot of flack, about the high cost of becoming a "registered lab", and they

are considering lowering the fee so that more operations could afford it.

Amounts of $300 - $500 were thrown around - but nothing definite has been

decided on, yet.  In our case, since we have a multitude of sites (all

under the big daddy UTMDACC) and since the permitted incinerator is only at

one of these sites - it would be big bucks and a lot of hassle to register

all of them.  The CDC guys reiterated that the intent of this reg. is not

to stop research or cost us a bunch of money, but to control the willy

nilly transport of agents that could be used for bioterrorism.

7.  All this considered, I think we did the best thing possible.  It's

pretty darn hard to follow the letter of the law, when the laws are all

screwed up.  As a "prudent and reasonable person" <-- legal term, I support

the IBC's decision.  Getting rid of the stuff on site was the safest thing

to do.  It was not done to avoid an EPA reg.  It was done to protect the

public.  The agent - as long as it is hazardous - remains within our

control.  Later, when and if the fees for regulatory compliance are more

reasonable, and/or if we get a increase in the amount of select agents we

handle, we'll go ahead and register all our sites.  Personally, I'd rather

see all potential bioterrorist agents destroyed at the site of generation

as opposed to shipping it around in it's active form.  And if that violates

an EPA reg, then the reg needs to be changed.

8.  As far as getting my pass port updated. - I'm not worried.  That's the

great thing about sending these thorny problems through an IBC committee.

If I go to jail - they all go with me.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 27 Oct 1997 11:51:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[6]: toxins etc.-Happy New Week! and here we go again!

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

     No need to wish: I was transcribing from the Code of Federal

     Regulations! Do you mean you think I'm fibbing? Look it up! If you

     don't have the paper copy handy, go to EPA's website. Regardless of

     waste category (Toxic or no) the catch-all is REAL. Time for more

     research, I suppose...

     Yes, I decided to go a step further. Through the GPO website I looked

     up the sections of the United States Code that codify RCRA (these are

     the Laws of the United States that order the EPA to write the

     regulations we find in title 40 of the CFR) and instruct them as to

     what is to be included. The RCRA definition of "hazardous waste" is

     given therein as:

     "a solid waste, or combination of solid wastes, which because of its

     quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious

     characteristics may--

        (A) cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality

     or an increase in serious irreversible, or incapacitating reversible,

     illness; or

        (B) pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health

     or the environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, or

     disposed of, or otherwise managed."

     Note that infectious waste hasn't yet been dealt with nationwide at

     the federal level due to a percieved failure to meet the tests of (A)

     or (B) (that is, assuming the reason could not be negligence on the

     part of EPA). But I digress...

     Several of the comments I saw this morning worry me:

     As regards manifesting and reporting these "codeless" wastes, our

     broker makes liberal use of the word "NONE" in the waste code boxes on

     the manifests. We do likewise on our hazardous waste reports.

     The Law and Regulations pertain to "HAZARDOUS wastes". "REGULATED

     waste" is a term reserved for the OSHA Bloodborne Pathogens Standard

     (and maybe some State rules).

     Next?- A complaint was raised regarding "conflicting" regulations

     (Select Agent versus Hazardous Waste). I will be so bold as to suggest

     that the only thing missing is a hazardous waste disposal company that

     will take the time and expense to register and otherwise comply with

     the Select Agent requirements. If the fees are made more reasonable

     for them and they find it to be profitable, I can think of several

     companies who would probably be willing to develop this capability.

     While there may be additional paperwork and expense, I see nothing to

     prevent one from complying with both regulations.

     The question was also asked what quantity of these materials may be

     exempt. Of course we all must remember that it is not quantities of

     individual substances that are exempt, but the generators of small

     total (aggregate) quantities.

     Next-to-last, I would highly recommend keeping copies of the pertinent

     CFRs, up-to-date, on your desk or immediately at hand. I personally

     find it helpful to have a searchable cd-rom containing the pertinent

     CFRs plus some extras (guidance documents, letters of interpretation)

     which is updated quarterly by subscription. It comes in very handy,

     and it's amazing, for example, what you can learn looking into

     questions like these!

     Lastly I have to express my concern regarding the apparent ease with

     which one writer waxes pragmatic regarding their decision to go ahead

     and treat the waste themselves, since there's not currently any

     available disposal capacity. I think back to the years and years that

     we held onto a drum of mixed (radioactive and chemical) waste, waiting

     for LEGAL disposal capacity to appear. There was NEVER any talk of

     dealing with it "safely" ourselves, which we could have, though it

     would have been illegal.

     Let's remember the liabilities involved here. Violations of

     environmental laws carry some of the more severe potential

     consequences. INTENTIONAL violations of any law are looked upon as

     especially serious. Some of the environmental statutes even have

     "bounty" provisions for those who turn in violators.

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager...

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re[5]: toxins etc.-Congress' RCRA and EPA's 40 CFR Hmmmm

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at internet

Date:    10/24/97 5:30 PM

I wish what is below were true.  It would make life much easier.  BTW we

use this line as justification at times.  Our trainers are used by the EPA

to train their inspectors.  This does not mean that they are the bible but

it sure helps.

I do not have my copy of CFR 40 here either.

A REGULATED WASTE is a waste found on:

the "P" list

The "U" list

A charicteristic waste

or a

Land Disposal Restricted Waste.

I wish that there was a catch all.  I would make life more simple.

It's friday, I'm going home.

Bob

*Edited*

>     Now as to the question of hazardous wastes not specifically covered by

>     40 CFR 261 SUBPARTS C and D. Check out 40 CFR 261.1(b)(2). To

>     wit:"This part [261] identifies only SOME of the materials which are

>     solid wastes and hazardous wastes under sections 3007, 3013, and 7003

>     of RCRA. A material which is not defined as a solid waste in this

>     part, or is not a hazardous waste identified or listed in this part,

>     IS STILL A SOLID WASTE AND A HAZARDOUS WASTE FOR PURPOSES OF THIS

>     SECTIONS IF:

>

>        (i) In the case of sections 3007 and 3013, EPA has reason to

>     believe the material may be a solid waste within the meaning of

>     section 1004(27) of RCRA and a hazardous waste within the meaning of

>     section 1004(5) of RCRA; or

>

>        (ii) In the case of section 7003, the statutory elements are

>     established."

>

>     (emphasis added)

>

>     Now I don't happen to have a copy of the actual Resources Conservation

>     and Recovery Act in my office, but the above CLEARLY points out that

>     the defined characteristics and lists of wastes found in the

>     implementing regulations at 40 CFR 261 are NOT in themselves

>     sufficient to determine whether a waste is regulated by the law. If

>     anyone cares to check the language in RCRA, I'm fairly certain you'll

>     find reference made to any waste which "pose a substantial present or

>     potential hazard to human health or the environment when it is

>     improperly treated, stored, disposed or otherwise managed" [excerpted

>     from 40 CFR 261.10 (a)(1)(ii)] or similar language.

>

>     The above IS RCRA's (and EPAs) catch-all clause! To be more exact, the

>     above is the portion of EPA's regulations implementing RCRA which

>     reminds one of the fact that the implementing regulations are

>     imperfect at conveying the requirements of the law which we are

>     subject to (in the States).

>

>     So I say again that these wastes, known to be hazardous if mishandled,

>     are hazardous within the meaning of RCRA and require handling in

>     compliance with the implementing regulations. Just because EPA hasn't

>     given them a number doesn't mean you can't dispose of them properly!

>     And we do, as I suspect many others do.

>

>     Forgive me for splitting hairs, but the potential liability involved

>     with such issues demands careful deliberation.

>

>     Randy Norman

>     Safety Manager

>     MA BioServices, Inc.

>     My own opinions, heaven help us all!

>     The usual denial of responsibility goes here.

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: toxins etc.-Happy New Week! and here we go again!
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The key words in the regulation here seem to be "quantity" and

"significantly contribute to an increase..."  We have to begin to work

and act responsibly and understand the difference between biological

agents and chemical agents.  Would you disagree with the common practice

of inactivation of infectious agents at the site of generation by

autoclaving or chemical disinfection?  The NIH/CDC guidelines require

the decontamination of BL-3 agents prior to removal from the

laboratory.  We are talking about toxic proteins here, which if put in

some soil somewhere would be used as food by the very organisms that

produce them.  Minute quantities, and I am assuming that we are not

discussing large scale production of aflatoxins in a fermenter, can and

should be destroyed at the point of generation.  The intent of the law

was to ensure that hazardous materials were properly disposed.  With

many hazardous chemicals, this is a complicated and difficult problem.

With minute quantities of aflatoxin, this is NOT a problem.  Let's get

on with more important issues.
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Organization: eohss-umdnj

Subject:      report of TB transmission
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On 10/1/97, the NY Times reported that the CDC had noted two recent

instances in which improperly disinfected bronchoscopes were linked to

tuberculosis transmission.  Does any one have a reference for the

original article-would be quite useful as "cautionary tale" for training

purposes.  Also, am I correct in assuming that such an assumption would

be based on similarities in drug susceptibility patterns and/or DNA

sequences between "source" organism and isolates from those infected

later??

Thank you,

Paul Rubock
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: toxins etc.-Hopeless Cause Abandoned
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     I can do no more. Well, I haven't the patience for it, at least.

     Please READ the Law and its Regulations! Do your best to comply.

     Remember that common sense has little to do with either. Heaven help

     us!

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager...

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

     My own personal statements of fact (opinions are for the faint of

     heart) and not my employers...
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Scott Rusk <srusk@NADC.ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Re[2]: toxins etc.-Hopeless Cause Abandoned -Reply
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Thank goodness the string is cut!!!!  If the biosafety list had a moderator

he/she would have terminated the discussion early or at least asked that

it be taken outside.   Little was accomplished in addressing the original

question.

S. Rusk

National Animal Disease Center

>>> Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM> 10/27/97

02:01pm >>>

     I can do no more. Well, I haven't the patience for it, at least.

     Please READ the Law and its Regulations! Do your best to comply.

     Remember that common sense has little to do with either. Heaven help

     us!

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager...

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

     My own personal statements of fact (opinions are for the faint of

     heart) and not my employers...
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?
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I need some experienced input fast regarding the Andersen N-6 sampler and

the petri plates others are using in it.

According to the sampler manufacturer's info (Graseby-Andersen), any 100 x

15 mm plate with a minimum 90 mm diameter, double poured (41 ml) with

media, will give a useable plate-to-sampler distance.  Unfortunately, plate

sizes appear to be nominal.  Even when I use the petri plate model

specifically recommended (VWR 25384-070), the diameter of the base still

measures only 87.14 mm (and that's been verified by the plate

manufacturer).  The problem manifests itself when our media prep lab people

can get all 41 mls of media into the plate.

So, has anybody out there faced this problem recently?  Did you adjust down

your media volume, and if so, to what final amount?  Or did you find a

distributor of plates that are at least 90 mm diameter, and if so, do you

have a name and model?  At the very least, does anybody have the name and

telephone number of a lab preparing and/or selling Andersen microbial

sampler plates?

Thanks.

USPS:  Tim Ryan - CIH, CSP, RBP

       Director/Risk Manager - Environmental & Physical Safety Department

       EPSD-1852

       University of Houston

       Houston, TX 77204-1852

Office: (713) 743-5858          FAX:    (713) 743-5859

Pager:  (713) 971-0728          Cell:   (713) 907-5196

E-mail: tryan@uh.edu

URL--> http://www.uh.edu/admin/epsd/index.html

___________________________________________________________________

              == "de gustibus non est disputandum" ==
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From:         Andrew Braun <andrew820@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

Subject:      Request for information on Serum Storage Programs
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        This note is a request for help from everyone on the Biosafty list. I am

interesting in your experience with serum storage programs.  My hope is to

gather a representative sample of experiences with these programs and

present the information at next year's ABSA meeting. A summary will also

appear of Biosafty. Please send your responses to me at

AndrewBraun@alum.mit.edu. I will keep them private. If you wish you can

send the responses through Biosafty.

        Here is what I would like to know. 1) What kind of work is thought to

require serum sampling and storage? 2) Have frozen samples been useful or

harmful in a medical or legal context? If so, please write a narrative

description of the experience. 3) Has there been abuse of the samples? For

instance testing for drugs, genetic tests, antibody tests without the

donor's permission. 4) How does your institution establish chain of

custody? 5) Are any special security measures in use?  6) How long are

samples kept? Do they deteriorate? 7) Is genetic testing contemplated?

Under what circumstances? Drug testing? 8) Any other ideas on the subject?
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?
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Try PathCon Labs in Atlanta.  They supply plates for indoor air sampling

using the Anderson samplers.  Their web page is at

http://www.pathcon.com.
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From:         Pamela Hubley <Pamela_Hubley@MILLIPORE.COM>

Subject:      IPA DECON OF LEXAN
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We are considering constructing some lexan shielding to contain potential

spraying of microbiologicals under pressure inside a biosafety cabinet.

The distributor of the lexan can only tell me that lexan does not have good

chemical compatibility in general, and is not compatible with isopropyl

alcohol in particular.

Does anyone out there have experience with decontamination of lexan

shielding with isopropyl alcohol?  We plan to autoclave the shielding as

the primary method of decontamination, but may want to use some isopropyl

occasionally.

Thanks in advance for any help you can provide.

Pamela Hubley

Health and Safety Engineer, Millipore Corp.

The opinions expressed above are mine alone.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: IPA DECON OF LEXAN

In-Reply-To:  <8525653E.004C5652.00@MilliGust.Millipore.com>
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I would select the disinfectant based on the biologic threat.  Isoporpanol

will  not meet the requirement for bloodborne pathogens disinfectants.

Bob

>We are considering constructing some lexan shielding to contain potential

>spraying of microbiologicals under pressure inside a biosafety cabinet.

>The distributor of the lexan can only tell me that lexan does not have good

>chemical compatibility in general, and is not compatible with isopropyl

>alcohol in particular.

>

>Does anyone out there have experience with decontamination of lexan

>shielding with isopropyl alcohol?  We plan to autoclave the shielding as

>the primary method of decontamination, but may want to use some isopropyl

>occasionally.

>

>Thanks in advance for any help you can provide.

>

>Pamela Hubley

>Health and Safety Engineer, Millipore Corp.

>

>The opinions expressed above are mine alone.

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      SATELLITE BROADCAST
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MMWR, Oct.24: "Putting the Pieces Together: Managing Occupational Exposures

to HIV". will be held Thurs, Jan.15, from 1 to 3:30; co-sponsored by CDC and

Public Health Training Network. Additional information is available through

CDC's fax information system, 888-232-3299; ask for document #130013.

=========================================================================
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         James Scott <JSCOTT@BOTANY.UTORONTO.CA>

Organization: University of Toronto Botany

Subject:      Re: Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?

Tim, a standard 100 x 15 mm plate should be fine.  Unless you are

sampling for an extended period, there is no need to use more than 30

mL per plate.  A typical sampling period should be 4 min or so.  If

you sample longer, there is a decrease in viability of sampled

spores &c.  Are you having trouble with the plates fitting on the

stages?  With all Petri plates there is a slight taper toward the

base but I have not found this to affect the operation of our sampler

(a two-stage designed specifically for viable sampling).

James

--

     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ, OH&S
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From:         "Hofherr, Leslie" <Leslie@ADMIN.UCLA.EDU>

Subject:      Ventilation requirements--BSL 2
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I inspected a construct project where the P.I. moving in will use human

tissues and EBV. The lab space is a BSL 2 facility. The construction

project manager and Department of the P.I. are giving me flack about

requiring "continuous airflow at an air pressure that is negative to

the hallway". (They will have to spent $ and the project finish date

will be delayed. Boo Hoo for them.)

 My question is...

Is there a document or publication that defines the parameters of the

negative air pressure (how negative should it be?) and how many air

changes per hour are required in the laboratory area? I have found that

the OSHA Laboratory Standard, NFPA 45, Fire Protection for Laboratories

Using Chemicals state that negative airflow is required for use of

chemicals in research laboratories. The NRC's "Prudent Practices in the

Laboratory" suggests that 6 to 10 ACH is normally adequate. The ASM

publication, "Laboratory Safety" has a chapter on design of biomedical

laboratory facilities where they suggest 10-15 ACH is adequate. The

construction project manager dugout a table from the 1994 uniform

building code that states that for Laboratory and infectious diseases

the minimum ACH is 6 with no mention of direction of air flow.

Is there a recommendation some where for negative air for BSL 2 labs?

Does it include ACH and pressure gradients?

Leslie Hofherr

UCLA Biosafety

leslie@admin.ucla.edu

Phone (310)206-3929

Fax (310) 825-5063
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Reply-To:     "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@po.CWRU.Edu>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ventilation requirements--BSL 2

Another reference you could use is the bloodborne pathogens standard, cfr29

1910.1030.  It has specific requirements for HBV and HIV labs.  EBV quite

frankly gives me the willies and is considered a bbp.

Hope this helps.

Bob

Reply to message from Leslie@ADMIN.UCLA.EDU of Tue, 28 Oct

>

>I inspected a construct project where the P.I. moving in will use human

>tissues and EBV. The lab space is a BSL 2 facility. The construction

>project manager and Department of the P.I. are giving me flack about

>requiring "continuous airflow at an air pressure that is negative to

>the hallway". (They will have to spent $ and the project finish date

>will be delayed. Boo Hoo for them.)

> My question is...

>Is there a document or publication that defines the parameters of the

>negative air pressure (how negative should it be?) and how many air

>changes per hour are required in the laboratory area? I have found that

>the OSHA Laboratory Standard, NFPA 45, Fire Protection for Laboratories

>Using Chemicals state that negative airflow is required for use of

>chemicals in research laboratories. The NRC's "Prudent Practices in the

>Laboratory" suggests that 6 to 10 ACH is normally adequate. The ASM

>publication, "Laboratory Safety" has a chapter on design of biomedical

>laboratory facilities where they suggest 10-15 ACH is adequate. The

>construction project manager dugout a table from the 1994 uniform

>building code that states that for Laboratory and infectious diseases

>the minimum ACH is 6 with no mention of direction of air flow.

>Is there a recommendation some where for negative air for BSL 2 labs?

>Does it include ACH and pressure gradients?

>

>Leslie Hofherr

>UCLA Biosafety

>

>leslie@admin.ucla.edu

>Phone (310)206-3929

>Fax (310) 825-5063

>

>

--

Robert N. Latsch  __      ____________________________________________________

27610 Tremaine Dr. \\    //Environmental Safety & Compliance Specialist

Euclid, Ohio, 44132 \\  // Case Western Reserve University

USSF 7, NF 1, Indoor \\//  Department of Occupational & Environmental Safety
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?
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>Tim, a standard 100 x 15 mm plate should be fine.  Unless you are

>sampling for an extended period, there is no need to use more than 30

>mL per plate.  A typical sampling period should be 4 min or so.  If

>you sample longer, there is a decrease in viability of sampled

>spores &c.  Are you having trouble with the plates fitting on the

>stages?  With all Petri plates there is a slight taper toward the

>base but I have not found this to affect the operation of our sampler

>(a two-stage designed specifically for viable sampling).

>

>James

>

>--

>     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

>          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

>         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

>Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ, OH&S

Unfortunately, a "standard" 100 x 15 mm plate isn't.  Plastic plates are

only about 87mm in diameter.  Volume in the plate is critical to the

cutpoint of particle size collected, so simply selecting a volume that fits

won't provide a result that is traceable (as much as any of such results

claim to be) to something like a gold standard (i.e., AGI).

The replies I've received make me think there might be a nice easy little

study lurking in this question, about plate volume effect on collection

efficiency.

Thanks for the reply.

T.R.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Jim Clark <clark3@CES.CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ventilation requirements--BSL 2
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Unfortunately, according to the National Research Council's 'Biosafety in

the Laboratory', "There are no uniformly accepted standards of ventilation

for BSL-2 laboratories."

At 05:52 PM 10/28/97 -0800, you wrote:

>I inspected a construct project where the P.I. moving in will use human

>tissues and EBV. The lab space is a BSL 2 facility. The construction

>project manager and Department of the P.I. are giving me flack about

>requiring "continuous airflow at an air pressure that is negative to

>the hallway". (They will have to spent $ and the project finish date

>will be delayed. Boo Hoo for them.)

> My question is...

>Is there a document or publication that defines the parameters of the

>negative air pressure (how negative should it be?) and how many air

>changes per hour are required in the laboratory area? I have found that

>the OSHA Laboratory Standard, NFPA 45, Fire Protection for Laboratories

>Using Chemicals state that negative airflow is required for use of

>chemicals in research laboratories. The NRC's "Prudent Practices in the

>Laboratory" suggests that 6 to 10 ACH is normally adequate. The ASM

>publication, "Laboratory Safety" has a chapter on design of biomedical

>laboratory facilities where they suggest 10-15 ACH is adequate. The

>construction project manager dugout a table from the 1994 uniform

>building code that states that for Laboratory and infectious diseases

>the minimum ACH is 6 with no mention of direction of air flow.

>Is there a recommendation some where for negative air for BSL 2 labs?

>Does it include ACH and pressure gradients?

>

>Leslie Hofherr

>UCLA Biosafety

>

>leslie@admin.ucla.edu

>Phone (310)206-3929

>Fax (310) 825-5063

>

>

Jim Clark

151 ESE

656-0792
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Melinda Young <biosafe@U.WASHINGTON.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ventilation requirements--BSL 2

In-Reply-To:  <c=US%a=_%p=UCLA%l=NT1-971029015231Z-13838@nt1.facnet.ucla.edu>
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I would also be interested in hearing others thoughts on this.  We use

10-12 AC and negative for BL-2. Most cases this means that the difference

in the supply air and ducted exhaust is -50 cfm. Maybe greater for larger

room. (12-15 and 0.1" wg. negative for BL-3).

And we also get alot of flack.

Melinda Young

______________________________________________________________________________

Melinda Young                           University of Washington

Biosafety Supervisor                    Environmental Health and Safety

Prevention and Assessment Office        Box 354400

biosafe@u.washington.edu                Seattle, WA 98195-4400

(206)543-7278-voice mail
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?
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At 03:30 PM 10/27/97 -0600, Tim Ryan wrote:

[snip]

>According to the sampler manufacturer's info (Graseby-Andersen), any 100 x

>15 mm plate with a minimum 90 mm diameter, double poured (41 ml) with

>media, will give a useable plate-to-sampler distance.  Unfortunately, plate

>sizes appear to be nominal.

[snip]

The instructions that I received with my 2 and 6 stage Andersens state: use

standard 100 X 15 mm petri plates with 20 ml of media.  No minimum plate

diameter was specified.   I purchased my samplers shortly after Andersen

bought out Flow Sensor line of Andersen clones.  Older Andersen samplers

(beyond about 12 or so years) required glass plates with about 37 ml of media.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Esmeralda Party <partye@ROCKVAX.ROCKEFELLER.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Ventilation requirements--BSL 2

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.A41.3.95b.971029082408.97638A-100000@homer30.u.washin

              gton.edu>
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At 08:27 AM 10/29/1997 -0800, you wrote:

>I would also be interested in hearing others thoughts on this.  We use

>10-12 AC and negative for BL-2. Most cases this means that the difference

>in the supply air and ducted exhaust is -50 cfm. Maybe greater for larger

>room. (12-15 and 0.1" wg. negative for BL-3).

>

>And we also get alot of flack.

>

>Melinda Young

>

The only place where I have found more concrete information is not in

directives for laboratories but for hospitals but the principle is the

same, i.e., containment.  The 1994 CDC Guidelines for Preventing the

Transmission of Mycobacterium tuberculosis in Health-Care Facilities (MMWR

Oct 28, 1994, Vol. 43, No. RR-13) says that based on recommendations from

ASHRAE and AIA, TB isolation rooms should have 6 or more air changes per

hour and when feasable the airflow rate should be greater or equal to 12

air changes per hour.   When talking about pressure differential, they say:

"the minimum pressure differential necessary to achieve and maintain

negative pressure that will result in airflow into the room is very small

(0.001 inch of water)"  Then they go on to say: "To establish negative

pressure in a room that has a normally functioning ventilation system, the

room supply and exhaust airflows are first balanced to achieve an exhaust

flow of either 10% or 50 cfm greter than the supply (whichever is greater).

In most situations, this specification should achieve a negative pressure

of at least 0.001 inches of water."

********************************************

Esmeralda Party

Assistant Director

Biological & Radiation Safety Officer

The Rockefeller University

Laboratory Safety & Environmental Health

1230 York Avenue

New York, NY 10021

Phone: (212) 327-8324

Fax: (212) 327-8340

E-Mail: partye@rockvax.rockefeller.edu
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Leslie Hofherr wrote:

[snip]

> My question is...

>Is there a document or publication that defines the parameters of the

>negative air pressure (how negative should it be?) and how many air

>changes per hour are required in the laboratory area? I have found that

>the OSHA Laboratory Standard, NFPA 45, Fire Protection for Laboratories

>Using Chemicals state that negative airflow is required for use of

>chemicals in research laboratories. The NRC's "Prudent Practices in the

>Laboratory" suggests that 6 to 10 ACH is normally adequate. The ASM

>publication, "Laboratory Safety" has a chapter on design of biomedical

>laboratory facilities where they suggest 10-15 ACH is adequate. The

>construction project manager dugout a table from the 1994 uniform

>building code that states that for Laboratory and infectious diseases

>the minimum ACH is 6 with no mention of direction of air flow.

>Is there a recommendation some where for negative air for BSL 2 labs?

>Does it include ACH and pressure gradients?

As a BSL 2 lab is the same, physically as a BSL 1 lab there are no air flow

requirements at all.  What makes a BSL 2 lab a BSL 2 lab are the personnel

practices.  Are they going to working with the virus on the open bench or

only in a BSC?  If only in a BSC then negative (or positive) pressure will

do little to enhance environmental safety.  If on the open bench, a case

could be made to have the lab negative to protect passer-bys.

EBV is not exactly an uncommon virus in the US population (the vast majority

of adults have antibodies to it).  It can be of concern to unexposed

personnel, especially pregnant women (whether in the lab or intimate with

someone working in that lab).

At M.I.T., most labs that work with chemicals are under negative pressure

with about 6 - 10 ACH.  In some special cases labs working with tissue

culture are under positive pressure to keep out contaminants.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Subject:      Mouth Pipetting during work with embryos.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

It has come to my attention that it is common practice to mouth pipette

while working with embryos (such as pipetting embryos into freezing vials).

Individuals who perform this type of work proclaim that mechanical pipetting

devices lack the amount of control necessary for working with the fragile

embryo.  Although it is typical practice to have filter material (cotton

pledget, etc) between the pipette and the suction tube while performing this

procedure,  however  I  believe  there must be some safer alternative to

mouth pipetting.

My question to the list is:

1.  Have any of you run into this situation before? Were any pathogens

involved? How did you or your institution deal with this type of work?.

2.  Are there any mechanical pipetting system that are known to be sensitive

enough for work with embryos?

Thanks in advance for any input.

It was nice seeing so many of you at ABSA this year.

______________________________________________________________________________

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

______________________________________________________________________________
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     Could any biosafety historians provide the origins of the universal

     biohazard symbol?  Is there an individual or organization that takes

     credit for it's creation?  Thank you.

     Paul Zel

     Biosafety Officer

     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

     New York, N.Y.

     zelp@mskcc.org
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I have done this in the past, and you are right, hand-held or mechanical =

devices such as pipettors or propipets are very difficult to control =

when you are trying to draw up human oocytes/embryos in <~10-20 =

microliters of media under a microscope.  The device I used was a =

home-made jobbie consisting of a piece of latex tubing about 18 " long.  =

One end was fitted over a drawn (sterile) glass pasteur pipette (or cryo =

straw) and the other was fitted to a 0.1 uM filter which was then =

connected to another short (~1") piece of latex and then a plastic =

mouthpiece that I had gotten from something or other.  To summarize, it =

looked like this:

Pipet|=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D|filter|=3D=3D=3D|mouthpiece    =

where =3D=3D is the latex

Although embryo culturing media, etc are sterile, and the gametes =

(oocytes, sperm) are collected under sterile conditions, these are =

human-derived materials and are treated as if they contain bbp.  I think =

this is a fairly common practice in embryo labs, though.

I am currently preparing a survey of assisted reproductive technology =

(ART) embryo laboratory procedures and practices under a contract with =

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and may be able to include a =

question about this under a section of the survey querying about safety =

practices and procedures.  This survey is being sent to all ART =

laboratories in the country in April 98 (after receiving OMB approval =

which is currently in preparation).

Ed Gaunt

Analytical Sciences, Inc.

Durham, NC

   =20

----------

From:   Joseph P. Kozlovac[SMTP:jkozlovac@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV]

Sent:   29 October 1997 3:06 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Mouth Pipetting during work with embryos.

It has come to my attention that it is common practice to mouth pipette

while working with embryos (such as pipetting embryos into freezing =

vials).

Individuals who perform this type of work proclaim that mechanical =

pipetting

devices lack the amount of control necessary for working with the =

fragile

embryo.  Although it is typical practice to have filter material (cotton

pledget, etc) between the pipette and the suction tube while performing =

this

procedure,  however  I  believe  there must be some safer alternative to

mouth pipetting.

My question to the list is:

1.  Have any of you run into this situation before? Were any pathogens

involved? How did you or your institution deal with this type of work?.

2.  Are there any mechanical pipetting system that are known to be =

sensitive

enough for work with embryos?

Thanks in advance for any input.

It was nice seeing so many of you at ABSA this year.

_________________________________________________________________________=

_____

Biological Safety Officer

Safety and Environmental Protection Program

NCI - Frederick Cancer Research

and Development Center

(301)846-1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

_________________________________________________________________________=

_____
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         James Scott <JSCOTT@BOTANY.UTORONTO.CA>

Organization: University of Toronto Botany

Subject:      Re: Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?

> Date sent:      Wed, 29 Oct 1997 07:41:38 -0600

> Send reply to:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

> From:           Tim Ryan <tryan@UH.EDU>

> Subject:        Re: Andersen sampler: >90mm plate source?

> To:             BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> >Tim, a standard 100 x 15 mm plate should be fine.  Unless you are

> >sampling for an extended period, there is no need to use more than 30

> >mL per plate.  A typical sampling period should be 4 min or so.  If

> >you sample longer, there is a decrease in viability of sampled

> >spores &c.  Are you having trouble with the plates fitting on the

> >stages?  With all Petri plates there is a slight taper toward the

> >base but I have not found this to affect the operation of our sampler

> >(a two-stage designed specifically for viable sampling).

> >

> >James

> >

> >--

> >     James Scott -- Department of Botany, University of Toronto

> >          25 Willcocks Street, Toronto ON  M5S 3B2  CANADA

> >         Tel: +1 416 978-5563 /-3543   Fax: +1 416 978-5878

> >Fungal ecology/taxonomy, medical mycology, biodeterioration, IAQ, OH&S

>

> Unfortunately, a "standard" 100 x 15 mm plate isn't.  Plastic plates are

> only about 87mm in diameter.  Volume in the plate is critical to the

> cutpoint of particle size collected, so simply selecting a volume that fits

> won't provide a result that is traceable (as much as any of such results

> claim to be) to something like a gold standard (i.e., AGI).

>

> The replies I've received make me think there might be a nice easy little

> study lurking in this question, about plate volume effect on collection

> efficiency.

>

> Thanks for the reply.

>

> T.R.

Tim, if you are sampling for viable particulates (e.g. mould spores)

why are you worried about skewed cutpoints?  If you are concerned

about "respirable" mould spores, for instance, you can easily find

out the size ranges of the spores you sample if you know the species

names.  Thus, 2-stage samplers are usually used (in favour to 6-

stage) for viable sampling since cutpoints of particle size are not

important.

James
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Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Ventilation requirements--BSL 2
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A 1976 document "Laboratory Ventilation for Hazard Control" Published as

a Proceeding of the National Cancer INstitute Symposium provides

information on this topic.  Basically the recommendation is for negative

pressure for all laboratories and it doesn't matter about the number of

air changes per hour.  Air changes are relative in cleaning up after a

spill, and you can calculate how long it takes to clear an area so that

personnel can return after a spill by knowing the number of air

changes.  CDC's recommendations are based on continuous contamination of

the air by a patient with active TB and protection of personnel, not on

the single burst type of contamination that we would expect in a

laboratory accident.

The amount of negative pressure also is not relavant as long as it is

negative.  Usually labs are balanced with the doors closed, and

relatively low pressure differentials are necessary.  The basic problem

is containment of a spill of infectious agent and protection of

personnel outside of the laboratory.  The document mentioned above

discusses several incidents of infection spread from laboratories to

other areas of the building.

Bottom line is negative pressure is necessary for even BL-2 laboratories

and air changes are mainly for comfort.
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Since I'm not sure that this went out to the mailbase (I haven't =

received a copy yet today), I am sending it again directly to you, with =

a cc. to the mailbase.

----------

From:   Gaunt, Ed

Sent:   29 October 1997 4:45 PM

To:     'A Biosafety Discussion List'

Subject:        RE: Mouth Pipetting during work with embryos.

I have done this in the past, and you are right, hand-held or mechanical =

devices such as pipettors or propipets are very difficult to control =

when you are trying to draw up human oocytes/embryos in <~10-20 =

microliters of media under a microscope.  The device I used was a =

home-made jobbie consisting of a piece of latex tubing about 18 " long.  =

One end was fitted over a drawn (sterile) glass pasteur pipette (or cryo =

straw) and the other was fitted to a 0.1 uM filter which was then =

connected to another short (~1") piece of latex and then a plastic =

mouthpiece that I had gotten from something or other.  To summarize, it =

looked like this:

Pipet|=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D=3D|filter|=3D=3D=3D|mouthpiece    =

where =3D=3D is the latex

The volume of media in the embryo culture dishes is usually low (~1.0 =

mL) so you can find the embryo(s) easily.  Thus the volume of media is =

much less that the volume of the system, so its not like sucking up a =

milkshake with a straw!  Also, since the volume drawn or expelled is =

extremely small, you do not really "suck" or "blow".... its more a =

matter of changing the shape of your mouth or moving your tongue around =

to create the slightest backpressure to draw up or positive pressure to =

expel.  The goal is to GENTLY move the embryos from place to place with =

a minimum amount of shear...definitely don't want to plaster them up =

against the wall of the culture dish when depositing into new media etc. =

 This process is used most often when drawing up embryos into straws for =

cryopreservation.  A similar device is used for drawing up embryos into =

the transfer catheter, except the a 100 uL Hamilton syringe is used =

instead of your mouth.

Although embryo culturing media, etc are sterile, and the gametes =

1451 fax: (301)846-6619

email: jkozlovac@mail.ncifcrf.gov

_________________________________________________________________________=

_____
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        In the past few months the VA Hospital in Baltimore has had an incident =

or two of so-called "Dumpster Diving." Policy wise it has been a hot =

potato here and no one has wanted to assume responsibility for either =

formulating a policy or implementing such a policy.  Now  the legal =

ramifications of this type of activity are being discussed within our =

Maryland network of VA Centers.  There is great concern  that people =

other than hospital employees could be digging through this stuff.  Has =

anybody had to deal with this issue?  My personal opinion is that it =

should not be allowed! Ever! However, what if an investigator throws =

away data or a patient loses his teeth or wedding ring?  Any suggestions =

for policy development? Establishing responsibilities? Procedures? Any =

help would be greatly appreciated!

Deanna Robbins

Drobbins@umabnet.ab.umd.edu

410-605-7132=20
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At 01:16 PM 10/30/96 -0500, It was rumored that Deanna S. Robbins said (and

I quote):

  Any suggestions for policy development? Establishing responsibilities?

Procedures? Any help would be greatly appreciated!

Hmmm.... I recall reading something the other day that basically said that

once you throw something away (i.e. place it in a dumpster or in a trash

can on the street), it's in the public domain and you no longer have the

right to control it. I'd check and see if there's a local ordinance

prohibiting that sort of activity; that's your best bet.

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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FYI

The Office of Biosafety (Health Canada) has announced that their entire set

of MSDSs on infectious agents will be soon accessible on the World Wide Web

at Health Canada's page at:

http:\\www.hwc.ca

The exact URL is still unknown. Please check the above website for further

information.

-------

Miracles still happen :-)

Thanks Health Canada

Stefan Wagener, Ph.D., RBP

Biological Safety Officer

Michigan State University

East Lansing, MI 48824

Stefan@msu.edu

http://www.orcbs.msu.edu
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At 04:31 PM 10/29/97 -0500, you wrote:

>     Could any biosafety historians provide the origins of the universal

>     biohazard symbol?  Is there an individual or organization that takes

>     credit for it's creation?  Thank you.

>     Paul Zel

>     Biosafety Officer

>     Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center

>     New York, N.Y.

>     zelp@mskcc.org

Paul,

Good question. Someone posed that very same question to me during a

training session several years ago. On a mission to find the correct

answer, I posed the same question to a great number of those who I thought

may hold the answer; infection control officers, MD's, biologists, etc. As

you may suspect, I heard stories from "it represents a microorganism" to

"if you were an organism on a slide, and you were placed under the

microscope for viewing, this would be your view--looking up to see the 3

lenses".

Finally, at a Mid-Atlantic Biological Safety Association meeting, I posed

the question to John Richmond from the CDC. His response was that not too

long ago, the US military recognized the need for a universally recognized

symbol for harmful biological agents. An ad hoc committee of psychologists,

biologists, and artists were convened, and the biohazard symbol as we know

it was created. Interestingly, the psychologists played a substantial role

in recognizing that we tend to visually recall symbols which are assembled

in groups of 3 (as the radiation trifoil), and dictated that the symbol

follow this basic structure.

My interpretation of his story may not be entirely accurate, but I believe

that the fundamental storyline is true.

I'm not a biosafety historian by any means, but this seems to be the most

credible story I've heard in my quest for the answer. Further, I've heard

this story confirmed by other professionals with considerable biosafety

experience. I have never seen a documented source. Maybe someone can

confirm this story. I'd be interested to hear what others have to say.

Regards, Tom

R. Thomas Leonard, M.S.

Safety Officer

The Wistar Institute

3601 Spruce Street

Philadelphia, PA 19104

Ph:215-898-3712

Fx:215-898-3868

tleonard@wista.wistar.upenn.edu
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One of our biosafety specialists just telephoned to comment on my lack of

courage..."great info-why didn't you put it out on the list?"  Here's our

experience from M.D. Anderson.

---------------------- Forwarded by Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC on 10/30/97

04:23 PM ---------------------------

(Embedded image moved to file: PIC16989.PCX)   Georgia A. Thomas

10/30/97 02:34 PM

To:   AndrewBraun@alum.mit.edu

cc:   Erle Janssen/MDACC@MDACC, Judy M. Pointer/MDACC@MDACC

Subject:  Re: Request for information on Serum Storage Programs  (Document

      link not converted)

We have had serum banking available at M.D. Anderson for at least 15-20

years.  The sequential answers to your questions follow, based on our

experience:

   (1)  Serum banking has been a routine part of our remote-site veterinary

   research facility (all animal contact persons; this includes students).

   In Houston, banking is encouraged by Employee Health whenever infectious

   agents have been handled that have met the loose criteria of

   "interesting, clearly hazardous, who-knows-but-we're-worried" category.

   In addition, all research personnel can have serum banked, on request.

   You probably know that banking is seriously out of fashion with AALAC

   right now.

   (2) Utility/harm of samples:  We have used them only rarely.  I have two

   memorable examples of utilization of stored serum:  in one case, serum

   had been appropriated banked at hire, with consent.  We were able to

   demonstrate that a Chinese researcher was HTLV-II positive at the time

   of hire, and not because of accidental infection via manipulation of

   serum samples.  In the second case, serum samples were both stored and

   tested without clear consent by a researcher who had isolated an

   incompletely characterized retrovirus in his laboratory.  He used an

   antibody test he had developed to test serum on two research assistants

   in his laboratory.  This was a very unhappy event for all of us which

   never yielded clinically interpretable information.  We have not used

   our samples for epi studies but we would certainly do this if samples

   were appropriately deidentified or we obtained informed consent.

   (3)  abuse of the samples:  Has not occurred in the banked samples

   controlled by the Safety Director and me.  But see (2).  No testing of

   banked serum can be done without the informed consent of the donor,

   unless specimens are deidentified.  This is an occupational health and

   safety serum bank and can't be ethically used for other purposes.

   (4) establishing chain of custody

   (5) special security measures     :  we don't do it.  These are medical

   samples and are neither obtained nor maintained as forensic specimens.

   (6) length of time we maintain serum:  indefinitely.  (The safety

   director and I went halves on the purchase of the freezer; Laboratory

   Medicine does phlebotomies and maintains the bank in Houston.)

   (6) do samples deteriorate?  Only if they are not maintained at proper

   temperature.  Actually, that's a good question for our laboratory

   medicine physicians.  I will ask.

   (7) oh please.  what a scary thought.  see (3).  Can only speak for EH&S

   and Employee Health: not in this lifetime.

   (8) other ideas:  the bank comforts me even if I hardly ever use it, and

   it also comforts other scientists.  Because it is not mandatory and

   because we still have the $$ to maintain it, we will probably continue

   to do so.

   I have a reference for you from a vet journal on this topic - if you

   send me a fax number I will fax it to you.

   Georgia Thomas

   Employee Health

andrew820@WORLDNET.ATT.NET on 10/27/97 06:48:28 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Georgia A. Thomas/MDACC)

Subject:  Request for information on Serum Storage Programs

        This note is a request for help from everyone on the Biosafty list.

I am interesting in your experience with serum storage programs.  My hope

is to gather a representative sample of experiences with these programs and

present the information at next year's ABSA meeting. A summary will also

appear of Biosafty. Please send your responses to me at

AndrewBraun@alum.mit.edu. I will keep them private. If you wish you can

send the responses through Biosafty.

        Here is what I would like to know. 1) What kind of work is thought

to require serum sampling and storage? 2) Have frozen samples been useful

or harmful in a medical or legal context? If so, please write a narrative

description of the experience. 3) Has there been abuse of the samples? For

instance testing for drugs, genetic tests, antibody tests without the

donor's permission. 4) How does your institution establish chain of

custody? 5) Are any special security measures in use?  6) How long are

samples kept? Do they deteriorate? 7) Is genetic testing contemplated?

Under what circumstances? Drug testing? 8) Any other ideas on the subject?

--0__=EXMxfmq69w6d18Q2uN81S2RVthSaMynD2vOGRF5MoVEfpbqhDhyz8r5e
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Date:         Fri, 31 Oct 1997 09:37:38 +0200

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Didier Breyer <dbreyer@SBB.IHE.BE>

Subject:      biosafety cabinet

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I just forward to you this question I get today. Maybe somebody in the list

will have some piece of information to help this student.

Regards

>Date: Fri, 31 Oct 1997 08:21:33 -0800

>From: "C. C. LAU" <s957863@mailserv.cuhk.edu.hk>

>To: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be

>Subject: biosafety cabinet

>

>Dear Sir :

>       I am a applied science student. I want to know some informations

>about the Perchloric Acid cabinet. Do you give the informations to me!

>Thank you for your attention!

>

             ___________________________________________

             | Didier BREYER, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

         \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93         \      /

          \  _/         Fax: +32 2 642 52 92          \_   /

         /___/                                         \___\

         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 31 Oct 1997 09:28:09 GMT

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     UMIAMIVM JBETANCO 10/31/97 09:28:32 INTERNET

From:         Jairo Betancourt <JBETANCO@UMIAMIVM.IR.MIAMI.EDU>

Subject:      biosafety cabinet

*** Reply to note of 10/31/97 03:45

I am almost certain that the question is about Perchloric Acid fume hoods, not

cabinets. Fume hoods designed to be used as Perchloric Acid are made of

special stainles steel. They also must have a wash down feature unlike other

hoods. Perclhoric acid is a very strong oxidizer, and may react explosively

with organic material. This type of hood must be used for perchloric acid

digestion, to avoid contamination of the hood and exhaust system with organic

materials. The interior of the hood is generally fabricated of non-corrosive

materials, commonly stainless steel 316 or better grade. The following

operational procedures should be strictly followed foe perchlorioc acid fume

hoods:

> Do not use any other chemical or process in a perchloric acid hood, other

than those using perchloric acid.

> Do not use perchloric acid in a hood designed for other purposes.

> Make sure the hood has a warning sign stating that it is approved for

  perchloric acid use only.

> Use the wash down facility daily (or more often) to thoroughly clean the

perchloric acid from the exhaust system surfaces (hood and duct work) Thank

you.

I hope this can help your student.

Jairo Betancourt

University of Miami- Office of Environmental Health and Safety
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Date:         Fri, 31 Oct 1997 10:52:49 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      In vitro fertilization.

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Within the last few days, I recall reading an e-mail recounting that the

only practical method of transfering human eggs for In vitro fertilisation

is a form of mouth pippetting.  Which is prohibited in the standard.

It could be argued that the BBP does not apply in this case.  I recall

reading an interpretative letter from OSHA involving cell lines.  In the

letter it was stated that a cell line could be considered not to be a BBP

if it could be demonstrated that the cell line was free of HIV, HBV and

other pathogens.  This is not as eaisy as it sounds since many cell lines

have no clear pedigree due to cross contamination.

If this principal is applied to human embryos, and the parents, have been

throughly screened, then it can be said that the embryos and sperm are not

considered to be BBP.  Granted a human embryo is human tissue.  But the

standard does not state that this tissue is a BBP.

Just a thought.

Thanks to my colleague Todd, who brainstormed this with me.

Bob

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 31 Oct 1997 10:51:05 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Origin of Biohaz. symbol

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

       I looked through the archives and found this:

>

>Date:         Tue, 29 Nov 1994 09:39:39 CST

>Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.BITNET>

>Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.BITNET>

>From:         Elizabeth SULLIVAN <Elizabeth.Sullivan@CCMAIL.ADP.WISC.EDU>

>Subject:      Re: Biohazard Label

>

>In the 1960's the need for a biohazard symbol became apparent to Dow

>Chemical during contract work with the National Cancer Institute. From this

>need symbol criteria were developed and designs submitted to a professional

>opinion survey panels. The original article describing the development of the

>symbol can be found in Science, October 13, 1967, Vol. 158, No 3798, pages

>264-5. Hope this is helpful.

>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 1 Nov 1997 11:40:10 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Scott Keimig, Ph.D., CIH" <keimig@MAIL.NCIFCRF.GOV>

Subject:      Re: biosafety cabinet

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I beleive one of the idiomatic differences between lab safety practice in

the US and Britain is that the item of engineering contol that we Yanks call

"chemical fume hood" is termed "fume cupboard" across the Atlantic.  Don't

know what they call "biosafety cabinets".

At 09:28 AM 10/31/97 GMT, you wrote:

>*** Reply to note of 10/31/97 03:45

>

>I am almost certain that the question is about Perchloric Acid fume hoods, not

>cabinets. Fume hoods designed to be used as Perchloric Acid are made of.....

Scott D. Keimig, Ph.D., CIH

Manager, Occupational & Environmental

Hygiene Branch, SEPP  301-846-1451

NCI-FCRDC Bldg 426, Frederick, MD 21702
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Date:         Fri, 31 Oct 1997 13:38:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: In vitro fertilization.

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Screening for current pathogens, does not constitute "proof" for OSHA.

If you look carefully at the OSHA note, it says that since there is no

way to test for everything, OSHA considers primary human cell lines as

potentially infectious.  Bottom line is that embryo's may contain BBP's

and we wouldn't know it.  These people are at risk, however small that

risk is.

My guess is that this is another of the:"We've always done it this way

and no other way will ever be as good!" phenomenon.  Would be a great

research project for someone to make some comparisons.  I'm sure some

good pipette engineer can come up with one that is even better than

mouth pipetting if they knew there would be a market for it.

=========================================================================

Date:         Sat, 1 Nov 1997 08:11:14 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Guy Innocente <innocent@ICI.NET>

Subject:      Re: biosafety cabinet

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Just some added info on these hoods

1. Jairo Betancourt gave excellent advise

2. Be aware, ancillary equipment also needs to be addressed(ex. fan blades

on exhaust

   fan must be coated,  minimize the number of bends in exhaust ductwork, no

horizontal    runs of the duct, etc.)

3. Other good sources of information include:

   a. CRC Handbook of Laboratory Safety (I think they have a London Office)

   b. Prudent Practices in the Laboratory, Handling and Disposal of Chemicals

        National Research Council/National Academy Press, Washington DC, USA

   c. National Fire Protection Association Standard 45 (Laboratory Fire Safety)

        Quincy, MA  USA  -  Note: your country may have a similar fire standards

        organiztion or established fire prevention codes

   d. Laboratory Fume Hoods, A User's Manual, by G.Thomas Saunders

        Wiley-Interscience,  John Wiley & Sons[Chichester, England; New

York,NY,USA]

Guy Innocente

innocent@ici.net

 ===========================================================================

=======

At 09:37 AM 10/31/97 +0200, you wrote:

>I just forward to you this question I get today. Maybe somebody in the list

>will have some piece of information to help this student.

>

>Regards

>

>

>>Date: Fri, 31 Oct 1997 08:21:33 -0800

>>From: "C. C. LAU" <s957863@mailserv.cuhk.edu.hk>

>>To: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be

>>Subject: biosafety cabinet

>>

>>Dear Sir :

>>       I am a applied science student. I want to know some informations

>>about the Perchloric Acid cabinet. Do you give the informations to me!

>>Thank you for your attention!

>>

>

>             ___________________________________________

>             | Didier BREYER, Ph.D.   Biosafety Expert |

>             |   Biosafety and Biotechnology Service   |

>           / )        Institute of Public Health       ( \

>          / /|      Rue Juliette Wytsmanstraat, 14     |\ \

>        _( ( |        B-1050 Brussels - Belgium        | ) )_

>       (((\ \|__/-)_______________________________(-\__|/ /)))

>       (\\\\ \_/ /                                 \ \_/ ////)

>        \       /     EMail: dbreyer@sbb.ihe.be     \        /

>         \     /        Ph.: +32 2 642 52 93         \      /

>          \  _/         Fax: +32 2 642 52 92          \_   /

>         /___/                                         \___\

>         BELGIAN BIOSAFETY SERVER : http://biosafety.ihe.be

>

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 3 Nov 1997 11:01:01 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Amanda Dixon <adixon@RMWC.EDU>

Subject:      "Gruesome" Parasite Video Wanted

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I am trying to track down a video or perhaps a book which has very

graphic (ie gruesome) pictures of various parasites.  Scenes showing the

removal of worms or examples of extreme physical malformities would be

great.

Any information which may help me track down something along these lines

would be greatly appreciated.  I have searched the web without much

luck.  Thanks in advance for any help.  You may respond privately at the

email address below.

Amanda Dixon

Laboratory Technician

Randolph-Macon Woman's College

2500 Rivermont Ave.

Lynchburg, VA  24503

804-947-8568

email: adixon@rmwc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 3 Nov 1997 11:05:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Amanda Dixon <adixon@RMWC.EDU>

Subject:      Need Test Strip Vendor

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I am trying to locate a source for test strips called either API or EPI.

These strips allow for testing of several bacteria on one strip.  My

understanding is that you can take a blood (or tissue?) sample, apply it

to the various sections of the strip and based on positive or negative

responses consult a key and determine what type of bacteria are present

in the sample.

Any help would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks in advance!

Amanda Dixon

Laboratory Technician

Randolph-Macon Woman's College

2500 Rivermont Ave.

Lynchburg, VA  24503

804-947-8568

email: adixon@rmwc.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 3 Nov 1997 13:19:28 +0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <ssouder@physres2.uns.tju.edu>

From:         Sue Souder <Susan.Souder@MAIL.TJU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Need Test Strip Vendor

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Amanda,

The API I believe is what you are referring to. The API strip is a  self

contained-system of microtubes of dehydrated substances.

 It is used to identify

microorganisms but the organism must be isolated before it can be

inoculated onto the strip.  To my knowledge it cannot be inoculated

with blood or tissue.  The strip identifies only one organism at a

time.  It is put out by bioMerieux Vitek, Hazelwood, Mo. It is used

for gram negative bacteria, Neisseria, and yeasts.

If there is such a system as you suggest, I would love to hear about

it too!

Sue Souder

Biosafety Officer

Thomas Jefferson University

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 3 Nov 1997 13:42:07 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Robert N. Latsch" <rnl2@PO.CWRU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: "Gruesome" Parasite Video Wanted

In-Reply-To:  <2D622F8A09C3D0118EAD00609707699E15D47F@rmwc.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Try the base hospital of your nearest military base.  The bigger the

hospital, the better.  This is something they deal with on a daily basis.

Bob

>I am trying to track down a video or perhaps a book which has very

>graphic (ie gruesome) pictures of various parasites.  Scenes showing the

>removal of worms or examples of extreme physical malformities would be

>great.

>

>Any information which may help me track down something along these lines

>would be greatly appreciated.  I have searched the web without much

>luck.  Thanks in advance for any help.  You may respond privately at the

>email address below.

>

>Amanda Dixon

>Laboratory Technician

>Randolph-Macon Woman's College

>2500 Rivermont Ave.

>Lynchburg, VA  24503

>804-947-8568

>email: adixon@rmwc.edu

                 ________________________________________________

__           / _______________________________________________

_  \       / /Robert N. Latsch       USSF Referee 7       Environmental Safety

   \ \    / /  27610 Tremiane Dr.  USSF Assessor 7        CWRU

     \ \/ /    Euclid, Ohio, 44132   High School, Indoor  Occupational &

       \ /           U.S.A.                  RA Member    Environmental Safety

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 3 Nov 1997 15:32:34 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Deanna Deve Retzlaff <retzlaf@KSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Need Test Strip Vendor

In-Reply-To:  <2D622F8A09C3D0118EAD00609707699E15D480@rmwc.edu>

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

The test strips you are trying to locate are called API, made by BioMreiux

Vitek, as Sue Souder already stated. Again, an isolated colony is needed

to properly inoculate the biochemical test strip. If you would like

further information, the number you can call at BioMeriux Vitek is

800-638-4835. A technical service representative should be able to help

you with any additional questions you may have. There are several other

brands and variations of these test strips that are available

commercially, but all (at least the ones that I am aware of) require a

good isolated and pure culture to get accurate results.

If I can be of any further assistance, please let me know. Here at Kansas

State University we have an annual workshop on rapid methods for

microbiology and we are in constant contact with many of these companies

and are familiar with there products.

Good Luck,

Deanna Retzlaff

retzlaf@ksu.edu

Food Microbiologist

Kansas State University

Manhattan, KS 66506

On Mon, 3 Nov 1997, Amanda Dixon wrote:

> I am trying to locate a source for test strips called either API or EPI.

> These strips allow for testing of several bacteria on one strip.  My

> understanding is that you can take a blood (or tissue?) sample, apply it

> to the various sections of the strip and based on positive or negative

> responses consult a key and determine what type of bacteria are present

> in the sample.

>

> Any help would be greatly appreciated.  Thanks in advance!

>

> Amanda Dixon

> Laboratory Technician

> Randolph-Macon Woman's College

> 2500 Rivermont Ave.

> Lynchburg, VA  24503

> 804-947-8568

> email: adixon@rmwc.edu

>
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Date:         Tue, 4 Nov 1997 13:04:01 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Occupational Services, Inc." <occserv@ELECTRICITI.COM>

Subject:      Job Offered - San Diego,

              CA - Health and Safety Coordinator/Industrial Hygienist

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

JOB OFFERED - PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THIS MESSAGE

Wanted: Health and Safety Coordinator/Industrial Hygienist

Reply by: November 30, 1997

An expanding San Diego, CA firm is hiring a full-time Health and Safety

Coordinator/Industrial Hygienist to service our biotechnology client base.

The position requires 1-4 years experience and a B.S. or M.S. in Industrial

Hygiene, Environmental/Occupational Health, or a related discipline.  The

candidate will be required to provide services in laboratory safety

protocols, radiation safety, biological safety, chemical safety, and

industrial hygiene sampling.  Strong written, communication, and training

skills are mandatory. The applicant must also be computer literate (i.e.

able to use common business software like Microsoft Word, Excel, and

PowerPoint).

Interested candidates should fax or email (ASCII or MSWord files only) their

resume and salary requirements to Occupational Services, Inc.

Fax: (619) 558-6756

Email: occserv@electriciti.com

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Nov 1997 10:47:49 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michael Mispagel <MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU>

Organization: UGA College of Vet. Med

Subject:      Lab lease rates

Our administration is considering the possibility of

leasing or charging per diem rates for BL3 labs and BL3 animal

rooms to industrial concerns

when not in use by University personnel.  This is a new

concept to us and we have no idea how to estimate

reasonable charges for these generic labs and animal rooms.

If any of you do this in your academic institution and/or

can direct me to knowledgable people with experience in

this area, please contact me off list.

Thanks,

-----------------------------------------------------------

Michael E. Mispagel, Ph.D.

Quality Assurance Manager

University of Georgia

College of Veterinary Medicine

Athens GA 30602-7371

(706)542-5875; FAX (706)542-8254

MISPAGEL@CALC.VET.UGA.EDU

-----------------------------------------------------------
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Date:         Wed, 5 Nov 1997 11:38:44 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Francis Churchill <fchurchi@ESF.UVM.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Lab lease rates

In-Reply-To:  <A93FB441C3E@calc.vet.uga.edu>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I'm not sure about the cost that you should charge, but you need to have a

protocol of what happens when they leave.  Don't let them take off and

leave you with waste disposal, decon & abandoned material costs.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Nov 1997 12:30:08 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Administrative note

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

The question has come up as to when to reply to the list and when to reply

to the individual poster.  If the question (and thus the answer) is of

general interest, then the reply should be to the list.  If the question is

of limited interest (such as rental fee for a BL 3 facility) then the reply

should go just to the individual poster.    Remember, when you hit the reply

button, the reply goes to the whole list.  If you have Eudora, then you can

copy the individual's email address, click on new message and paste that

person's address in the To: field.

Thanks,

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Nov 1997 13:02:31 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "karen b. byers" <Karen=B.=Byers%SS%DFCI@EYE.DFCI.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Administrative note

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I have a question which may be of general interest. Please list directions

for searching the archives.

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 5 Nov 1997 14:18:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafty Archives

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Eventually, I will have all the log files on my own web page.  Hopefully

within the next 6 months.  For now, to receive the log files (the archives):

The first step in downloading the archives, is to find out the file

names.  To do that, send the following message to

LISTSERV@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

IND BIOSAFTY

The LISTSERV will send back to you the following:

*  BIOSAFTY FILELIST for LISTSERV@MITVMA.

*

*  Archives for list BIOSAFTY (A Biosafety Discussion List)

*

*

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

::::::::

*  The GET/PUT authorization codes shown with each file entry describe

*  who is authorized to GET or PUT the file:

*

*     ALL = Everybody

*     OWN = List owners

*

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

::::::::

*

*  NOTEBOOK archives for the list

*  (Monthly notebook)

*                               rec             last  -  change

* filename   filetype GET  PUT  -fm lrecl nrecs  date     time     Remarks

* --------   -------- ---- ---- --- ----- ----- -------- --------

-------------------------------

  BIOSAFTY  LOG9607   ALL  OWN  V      73     8 96/07/14 11:04:48 Started on

Thu, 14 Jul 1996 11:04:19 EDT

  BIOSAFTY  LOG9608   ALL  OWN  V      80   964 96/08/30 17:03:05 Started on

Mon, 1 Aug 1996 14:56:57 EDT

  BIOSAFTY  LOG9609   ALL  OWN  V      76    54 96/09/12 07:52:11 Started on

Sun, 11 Sep 1996 12:56:50 -0500

{Note: what you get back is formated much better then the.  It spans about

160 columns.}

You can then use the GET command to receive each log file, i.e. send

the following message to LISTSERV@MITVMA.MIT.EDU --

GET BIOSAFTY LOG9607

GET BIOSAFTY LOG9608

GET BIOSAFTY LOG9609

This will get you all three log files.

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 7 Nov 1997 15:40:04 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      A few questions...

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Anybody wants to tackle with this one?????? :-)

Please respond directly to the sender:

CyberTurok@aol.com

>Date: Fri, 7 Nov 1997 15:36:51 -0500 (EST)

>From: CyberTurok@aol.com

>To: stefan@msu.edu

>Subject: A few questions...

>

>       Hey, i'd just like to direct your attention for a few moments... I am doing

>research on biohazards for a thriller I am writing and I was wondering if

>there are any areas in the world (in specific, an island) that is considered

>a biohazard.....  Are there any facilities where research on biohazards are

>being conducted?     Any information you have regarding this and/or

>environmental biohazards I would appreciate greatly..  Thankyou.

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Nov 1997 14:42:56 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Frank Labato <FLABATO@UCONNVM.UCONN.EDU>

Subject:      Job Opp: UConn Biosaf. Mgr. Position

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7BIT

The University of Connecticut at Storrs is currently accepting applications

for the Biological Health and Safety Manager position.  This is a full-time,

permanent, and fully-benefited position.  Faxed or e-mailed applications

will NOT be accepted.  Please do not reply to the list.  This posting

has also been sent to the list, Safety.

                UNIVERSITY BIOSAFETY MANAGER

The University of Connecticut's Department of Environmental Health and

Safety (EH&S) in Storrs, CT is seeking a Biological Health and Safety

Manager to manage the University's biosafety, medical waste, and food/

water quality inspection programs at the main and regional campuses.

Responsibilities include: (1) management of the laboratory biological

safety program which encompasses laboratory inspections, interaction

with the research community, compliance with OSHA's Bloodborne

Pathogens Standard and EPA/CT DEP's biomedical waste regulations and

(2) management of public health areas including food service inspect-

ions, pesticide safety/pest control, housing/recreation environments,

solid waste disposal and water supply.  This position directs the

activities of the University's drinking water testing laboratory and

waste water control facility laboratory.  The manager reports to the

Director of EH&S and supervises an EH&S (registered sanitarian)

specialist, a waste water laboratory technician, and a student labor

position.

Minimum qualifications include: a Master's degree in a biological

science or health and safety-related discipline and five years direct

experience in health and safety program development and management.

Two years of direct experience may be substituted for an advanced

degree.  A strong background in microbiology is essential.  Applicant

must possess excellent written and verbal communication skills for

effective report writing, training, and consulting, and have a valid

driver's license to operate a motor vehicle.  Familiarity with public

health issues is required and professional certification is desirable.

The anticipated hiring range is high forties to low fifties.  Screening

will commence immediately and continue until the position is filled.

Applicants should send a cover letter, resume, and the names of three

references familiar with the applicant's background and professional

competence to:  Mr. Frank Labato, Director, Environmental Health

and Safety, 233 Glenbrook Road, Box U-97, The University of Connecticut,

Storrs, CT 06269-4097.  We encourage applications from underrepre-

sented groups, including minorities, women and people with disabilities.

(Search # 98F10)

***********************************************************************

*  Frank J. Labato, CIH, CSP    *       Phone: (860)486-1109          *

*  Director, EH&S               *         Fax: (860)486-1106          *

*  233 Glenbrook Rd. Box U-97  *                                     *

*  University of Connecticut    *   e-mail: flabato@uconnvm.uconn.edu *

*  Storrs, CT 06269-4097        *   WITH ATTACHED FILES, USE:         *

*                               *          frank@safety.ehs.uconn.edu *

***********************************************************************

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Nov 1997 14:59:00 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Debra Hunt <hunt0009@MC.DUKE.EDU>

Subject:      Latex-"safe" environment

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: TEXT/PLAIN

     Has anyone attempted to make their work area latex "safe"? I'm not so

     much concerned with patient-care equipment, but specifically with

     gloves.  Any thoughts about the absolute need for latex gloves vs

     other high quality substitutes?  We're talking about a medical center

     situation, some labs. We now have a task force looking at this issue

     since the NIOSH alert came out this summer.  Any comments would be

     welcome.

     Debbie Hunt, DrPH, MT(ASCP), RBP

     Director, Biological Safety

     Duke University

     Durham, NC

     hunt0009@mc.duke.edu

     (919) 684-8822 - T

     (919) 681-7509 - F

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 11 Nov 1997 16:58:00 CST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Wolff, David" <dwolff@IASTATE.EDU>

Subject:      Biosafety Level Question - Human vs Animal Vector Containment

Our biosafety officer is on maternity leave with her first child.  I am

clueless when it comes to biosafety, yet I have been asked to determine the

differences between BSL3 human and BSL3 animal pathogen facilities, and I

would rather not bother our biosafety officer.  I have read the BSL3 section

in BMBL and have looked at containment levels listed in "Containment

Standards for Veterinary Facilities."  The impression I am left with is that

BSL3 containment practices for animal pathogens are more rigorous than BSL3

for human pathogens.  I don't know enough about this subject to ask a

specific question, but would appreciate any quick and dirty (but accurate)

information on the differences between animal and human pathogen BSL3

requirements.  I assume the work in question would involve live animals, but

do not know for sure.  Thanks.

David Wolff

Industrial Hygienist

Environmental Health & Safety

Iowa State University

118 Agronomy Lab

Ames, IA 50011-3200

Phone:    515-294-1899

Fax: 515-294-9357

E-mail:   dwolff@iastate.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 12 Nov 1997 08:32:26 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Arturo Sierra <arturo.sierra@CIGB.EDU.CU>

Subject:      Publishing Places

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="---- =_NextPart_000_01BCEF45.82C8A260"

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCEF45.82C8A260

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Content-Transfer-Encoding: quoted-printable

Partners:

I need you tu help me to find the adress of "Boletin de Recursos =

Humanos", i heard it's a place where i can publish scientific articles =

about biosafety. If any of you know something about it, or some other =

place where i can send my article, please e-mail me as soon as possible, =

i'll appreciate it very much.

Best Regards,

Arthur. =20

Ing. Arturo Sierra Perez

Centro de Ingenieria Genetica y Biotecnologia

Habana, Cuba

Fax: (53-7) 21-8070

E-mail: arturo.sierra@cigb.edu.cu

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCEF45.82C8A260

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IhwNAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABABIA

AABQdWJsaXNoaW5nIFBsYWNlcwCNBgEFgAMADgAAAM0HCwAMAAgAIAAaAAMAMAEBIIADAA4AAADN

BwsADAAIABgAAwADABEBAQmAAQAhAAAAODg2NzZDQkYzMjVCRDExMTkyQzM0NDQ1NTM1NDAwMDAA

1AYBA5AGAHAFAAAhAAAACwACAAEAAAALACMAAAAAAAMAJgAAAAAACwApAAAAAAADAC4AAAAAAAMA

NgAAAAAAQAA5AIDpaGpv77wBHgBwAAEAAAASAAAAUHVibGlzaGluZyBQbGFjZXMAAAACAXEAAQAA

ABYAAAABvO9vak6/bGeJWzIR0ZLDREVTVAAAAAAeAB4MAQAAAAUAAABTTVRQAAAAAB4AHwwBAAAA

GgAAAGFydHVyby5zaWVycmFAY2lnYi5lZHUuY3UAAAADAAYQVGGR5wMABxCHAQAAHgAIEAEAAABl

AAAAUEFSVE5FUlM6SU5FRURZT1VUVUhFTFBNRVRPRklORFRIRUFEUkVTU09GIkJPTEVUSU5ERVJF

Q1VSU09TSFVNQU5PUyIsSUhFQVJESVRTQVBMQUNFV0hFUkVJQ0FOUFVCTElTSAAAAAACAQkQAQAA

AFUCAABRAgAA/QIAAExaRnU5mJ2BdwAKAQMB9yACpAPjAgBjgmgKwHNldDAgBxOPAoMAUALyD1lU

YWgDcYUCgzIO53BycTIP9iZ9CoAIyCA7CW8yNWY1AoAKgXVjAFALA2MDAEELYG5nMTAzM0kLpiBQ

CsB0bgSQc846CqIKhAqASSAYYAmAJCB5CGAgdBoAaGUYbHAgB4AaEG8gZosLgBnAdBpQIGFkCXDB

BBFvZiAiQgbwD8A9C4AgAQAH8AWQCHBzbxkEIEh1A4EdUCIsIE5pGkELER4QdCcEIGHqIAtRYxqw

dxpQCXAeETJjA5FwdQJgBABoIM8E8AiQAjAGkGljG4AAIC8hMBxgHtEG4HUFQGJpCR1QYWYPwHku

IEnbHBAAcHkb8hniax3AB+DvHUAHgBtQC4BnIeUeoB4A/wWxJDIb8BtRBcAfHyCgCfD9GcBtI1Ah

ZR4AC1AeUA+w+CBlLQDAAxEaoSiwJCF7AiApgnAdUACQAmAoUWnkJ2wDIGFwEwAFkAcwtnQfsQVA

dgSQI1BtFkB0aC4YukIHkAVAHPBn+QsRcywYtAcQG1AIcCLgPwrjGPYYuBayAtEQoXMxfjci8Bcw

IuAuoQhwGuBTVQiRch7wUB+Rehi0Q38g4TIBHMExcQnwCJEHMCCeRwnwHHEf8BnQIEIiYG0rsGMd

wAkAZwcwGLRIawGgAHBhHgBDIEA2FUYAYXg6ICg1My0ANykgMjEtODD2NwFAGMNFKQM30BgxMfEW

LgCQMlJAIMBnYi45CYB1Lh0QGLUSUzE2Cxi0E8EAPMAAAAADABAQAAAAAAMAERAAAAAAAwCAEP//

//9AAAcwoLFdPm7vvAFAAAgwoLFdPm7vvAELAACACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAADhQAAAAAA

AAMAAoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAFgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAA

UoUAALcNAAAeACWACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAAAQAAAAQAAAA4LjAAAwAmgAggBgAA

AAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAAYUAAAAAAAALAC+ACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAAAAMA

MIAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAGIUA

AAAAAAAeAEGACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA2hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBCgAggBgAAAAAA

wAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAN4UAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiFAAAB

AAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAD0AAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAAwANNP03AAAFIw==

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCEF45.82C8A260--

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 12 Nov 1997 14:13:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christina Z Thompson <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

I would like to know the standards of practice for handling nude mice (or

otherwise immune deficient animals) that are implanted with human tissue or

cells.  Does anyone allow cage changing or other handling of such animals in

horizontal face-flow laminar clean benches, or has everyone gone to biosafety

cabinets for such operations?  Are there any written guidelines for such work?

Remember, we need to protect the animals from infection, as well as protect

animal handlers from unknown potential hazards (admittedly low probability of

risk) from implantation of human tissues and whatever might be expressed

therefrom.

Further, does anyone allow transfer or handling of "regular" (hairy) rodents

in horizontal face-flow clean benches?  (Please say no!)

I am aware of the NuAire cabinets for cage changing, bedding disposal, and

containment.  If anyone is willing to recommend specific engineering controls,

I would appreciate your input.

Any guidance on standard handling practices will be much appreciated.

Thank you,

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

  (and general troublemaker)

Eli Lilly & Co.

317-277-4795

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 12 Nov 1997 15:05:26 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "McRae, Martha x3051" <MarthaM@SEQUUS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Please send your responses to the list (or alternately to me too at

martham@sequus.com) as I also would like this information Thanks.

Martha A. McRae

Manager, EH&S

SEQUUS Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

(650) 617-3051

> ----------

> From:         Christina Z

> Thompson[SMTP:THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM]

> Reply To:     A Biosafety Discussion List

> Sent:         Wednesday, November 12, 1997 11:13 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

>

> I would like to know the standards of practice for handling nude mice

> (or

> otherwise immune deficient animals) that are implanted with human

> tissue or

> cells.  Does anyone allow cage changing or other handling of such

> animals in

> horizontal face-flow laminar clean benches, or has everyone gone to

> biosafety

> cabinets for such operations?  Are there any written guidelines for

> such work?

> Remember, we need to protect the animals from infection, as well as

> protect

> animal handlers from unknown potential hazards (admittedly low

> probability of

> risk) from implantation of human tissues and whatever might be

> expressed

> therefrom.

>

> Further, does anyone allow transfer or handling of "regular" (hairy)

> rodents

> in horizontal face-flow clean benches?  (Please say no!)

>

> I am aware of the NuAire cabinets for cage changing, bedding disposal,

> and

> containment.  If anyone is willing to recommend specific engineering

> controls,

> I would appreciate your input.

>

> Any guidance on standard handling practices will be much appreciated.

>

> Thank you,

> Chris Thompson

> Biosafety Officer

>   (and general troublemaker)

> Eli Lilly & Co.

> 317-277-4795

>

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 12 Nov 1997 22:07:45 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Common sense rule of thumb:  Never do anything that might have a

potential for distributing a hazardous material in front of a horizontal

laminar flow bench.  People have been using these things for all the

wrong reasons for years and we have to make sure they understand that

the BSC is the way to go for anything that might in anyway be hazardous

to the operator, or the environment.  Besides, the BSC's also protect

the work.  A concept that many of the lab people haven't yet grasped!

That is their main concern, protection of the mice/cultures/etc.  Our

goal has to be to explain to them how the

BSC works and how much better it is for their work and for them.

Good luck!!!!!

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Nov 1997 10:29:38 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Hi Chris!  Up to your old tricks, eh?  Well here's some ammunition.

There's a new book out  - not at my desk - but think it is called,

"Occupational Health and Safety in Animal Care Facilities", National

Academy of Science, published sometime since ~ June 97.  We now don't have

any Class 100 clean benches in any animal facilities - period.  But it's

been a long hard battle.  This book never forbids clean benches (I think

they chickened out) but it only mentions biological safety cabinets, or

other type negative pressure cage dumpers, etc. for handling animal

bedding.  There is a whole chapter on animal allergies and a lot of

specifics about each species and the types of allergens they harbor.  We

once had these in Pharmacy, where they dispensed antineoplastics.  A study

done by Tom Connery (the primary author) of the UT School of Public Health,

measured antineoplastics and their metabolites in the urine of the Pharmacy

workers and associated it with their work week - i.e. the amount rose

during the week and fell on the week-ends.  That finally convinced the

hospital side to get rid of the things.  The SPF (nude mice) animal people

were more resistant - but finally acquiesced.  I assume that if human cells

are put in mice and the cells are not deemed "free of human pathogens" by

testing (something no one ever dose willingly) that excreta from the

animals may contain human pathogens.

The biggest problem with BSCs for nude mice cage change out is ergonomic

strain.  You can reduce this by moving the mice to clean cages inside the

BSC, then removing the dirty cages to a negative pressure cage dumper for

bedding removal.

Judy Pointer

UTMDACC

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu

THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM on 11/12/97 01:13:34 PM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

I would like to know the standards of practice for handling nude mice (or

otherwise immune deficient animals) that are implanted with human tissue or

cells.  Does anyone allow cage changing or other handling of such animals

in horizontal face-flow laminar clean benches, or has everyone gone to

biosafety cabinets for such operations?  Are there any written guidelines

for such work? Remember, we need to protect the animals from infection, as

well as protect animal handlers from unknown potential hazards (admittedly

low probability of risk) from implantation of human tissues and whatever

might be expressed therefrom.

Further, does anyone allow transfer or handling of "regular" (hairy)

rodents in horizontal face-flow clean benches?  (Please say no!)

I am aware of the NuAire cabinets for cage changing, bedding disposal, and

containment.  If anyone is willing to recommend specific engineering

controls, I would appreciate your input.

Any guidance on standard handling practices will be much appreciated.

Thank you,

Chris Thompson

Biosafety Officer

  (and general troublemaker)

Eli Lilly & Co.

317-277-4795

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Nov 1997 12:03:25 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Christina Z Thompson <THOMPSON_CHRISTINA_Z@LILLY.COM>

Subject:      Re: Help: Need Ammunition and Info!

MIME-version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Judy -

Thanks for all your examples!  Yes, I'm up to my old tricks.  Only yesterday,

I apparently misspoke in front of supervisors of animal handlers and

unfortunately "scared them to death", according to one management sort who was

there.  I sure don't want to alarm people unnecessarily - but I want for our

practices and equipment to be what is currently accepted as correct and

sensible!  Aaaaaah.  :-)

Chris

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Nov 1997 11:12:59 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dianne Hellwig <hellwig@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Safety precautions

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

A representive from a company (which shall remain nameless) was visiting

with me about some media products for isolating E. coli 0157:H7.  I made a

passing remark that no one was wearing gloves in the catalog illustrations.

 The rep claimed that "most of the people in the industry who use these

products, don't bother with gloves" Can that be true!?  Call me naive, but

shouldn't the companies that deal with these products promote the safe use

of them?

Dianne H. Hellwig, DVM, PhD

University of Arkansas

Department of Animal Science

Fayetteville, AR 72701

(501) 575-5136

hellwig@comp.uark.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Thu, 13 Nov 1997 14:06:53 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Safety precautions

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

In a word, YES.  Whether most people do or do not is irrelevant.  The

company should promote the correct way.

At 11:12 AM 11/13/97 -0600, you wrote:

>A representive from a company (which shall remain nameless) was visiting

>with me about some media products for isolating E. coli 0157:H7.  I made a

>passing remark that no one was wearing gloves in the catalog illustrations.

> The rep claimed that "most of the people in the industry who use these

>products, don't bother with gloves" Can that be true!?  Call me naive, but

>shouldn't the companies that deal with these products promote the safe use

>of them?

>

>Dianne H. Hellwig, DVM, PhD

>University of Arkansas

>Department of Animal Science

>Fayetteville, AR 72701

>(501) 575-5136

>hellwig@comp.uark.edu

>

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 14 Nov 1997 13:53:19 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Risk Group=BL level?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

With regard to derivatives of BSE or CJD, both prion based, one finds

these agents in Risk Group 3 or possibly 3+,( infectious human or

animanl pathogen with no known cure etc.), yet to be handled with BL2

or 2+ guidelines.  I have addressed this to many other BSO's and gotten

all kinds of answers from equivalence of terms to one pertaining to

containment(Risk Group designation), the other to personal safety

(Guidelines for Biosafety levels) precautions.  There are also

International differences in these classifications.  What are your

thoughts?

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 14 Nov 1997 13:33:44 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Risk Group=BL level?

     At UCSF, Stan Prusiner's lab handles both BSE and CJD material at

     BSL3.  Bear in mind that the terms "BSL2+" and "BSL3+" are not

     official containment level designations and should only be used in a

     local context that is defined by you and understood by the affected

     staff.  These terms can mean different things to different people.  It

     is unclear at this time in which Risk Group the prions will ultimately

     end up when the BMBL is reissued next year.  Only the Canadians

     differentiate between animal forms (BSL2) and human forms (BSL3).

     Even though BSE is an animal form, there is sufficient concern about

     nvCJD and about keeping American herds BSE-free that handling these

     prions at BSL3 is a wise precaution.

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Risk Group=BL level?

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    11/14/97 12:38 PM

With regard to derivatives of BSE or CJD, both prion based, one finds

these agents in Risk Group 3 or possibly 3+,( infectious human or

animanl pathogen with no known cure etc.), yet to be handled with BL2

or 2+ guidelines.  I have addressed this to many other BSO's and gotten

all kinds of answers from equivalence of terms to one pertaining to

containment(Risk Group designation), the other to personal safety

(Guidelines for Biosafety levels) precautions.  There are also

International differences in these classifications.  What are your

thoughts?
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Date:         Fri, 14 Nov 1997 18:38:34 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Risk Group=BL level?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Let's all get back on the same page with regard to Biosafety levels.

They are very specifically defined in the current BMBL and they are, by

virtue of the fact that they are generally accepted in the scientific

community, the "standard of the industry".  They are minimum standards

and it is appropriate, if one so wishes, to choose a higher level of

containment, but never a lower one.  Biosafety levels are a combination

of procedural requirements and facility design which work together to

protect both laboratorians and the general public.  What you do in the

laboratory (procedures, PPE, and lab safety equipment) is the first line

of defense and protects the worker, the design and operation of the

laboratory are the protection against release to the general public.  In

addition, BL-3 is defined as applicable to "clinical, diagnostic,

teaching, research, or production facilities in which work is done with

indigenous or exotic agents which may cause serious or potentially

lethal disease as a result of exposure by the inhalation route."(See

page 24 of BMBL)  Since the disease agents in question are not known to

be transmitted by the aerosol route, they have not been designated as

BL-3 agents.  Obviously strict precautions need to be taken to protect

personnel working with these agents.  BL-2 requires work that might

result in the production and release of aerosols to be done in

containment ie biosafety cabinet.  BL-3 requires all work with a

particular agent to be performed in the BSC.  It is possible to work in

a BL-2 lab and perform all work in a BSC (ie BL-3 procedures) thus

getting what some people are calling BL-2+.  Note that while we may be

protecting the lab personnel by this process, we may not be protecting

personnel outside the lab if an accident were to occur outside of the

BSC (ie while transporting from incubator to BSC etc.)

My purpose in all of this is to remind folks that we've got to be

specific when we are talking about containment levels and the purpose of

containment.
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Date:         Sat, 15 Nov 1997 00:00:00 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Risk Group=BL level?

MIME-Version: 1.0
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John Keene wrote:

>

> Let's all get back on the same page with regard to Biosafety levels.

> They are very specifically defined in the current BMBL and they are, by

> virtue of the fact that they are generally accepted in the scientific

> community, the "standard of the industry".  They are minimum standards

> and it is appropriate, if one so wishes, to choose a higher level of

> containment, but never a lower one.  Biosafety levels are a combination

> of procedural requirements and facility design which work together to

> protect both laboratorians and the general public.  What you do in the

> laboratory (procedures, PPE, and lab safety equipment) is the first line

> of defense and protects the worker, the design and operation of the

> laboratory are the protection against release to the general public.  In

> addition, BL-3 is defined as applicable to "clinical, diagnostic,

> teaching, research, or production facilities in which work is done with

> indigenous or exotic agents which may cause serious or potentially

> lethal disease as a result of exposure by the inhalation route."(See

> page 24 of BMBL)  Since the disease agents in question are not known to

> be transmitted by the aerosol route, they have not been designated as

> BL-3 agents.  Obviously strict precautions need to be taken to protect

> personnel working with these agents.  BL-2 requires work that might

> result in the production and release of aerosols to be done in

> containment ie biosafety cabinet.  BL-3 requires all work with a

> particular agent to be performed in the BSC.  It is possible to work in

> a BL-2 lab and perform all work in a BSC (ie BL-3 procedures) thus

> getting what some people are calling BL-2+.  Note that while we may be

> protecting the lab personnel by this process, we may not be protecting

> personnel outside the lab if an accident were to occur outside of the

> BSC (ie while transporting from incubator to BSC etc.)

>

> My purpose in all of this is to remind folks that we've got to be

> specific when we are talking about containment levels and the purpose of

> containment.

This is an open letter to the Biosafty Discussion List.

I have been following the recent discussion concerning BSL2+ with some interest.

This hybrid containment was developed as part of the risk assessment process

 that was

initiated when the clinical research community in Boston and Cambridge indicated

 that

they were eager to study the relationship between human retroviruses (HIV) and

 AIDS.

After reviewing the available epidemiological data from CDC, discussions with

 experts in

infectious disease, retrovirology, containment and containment equipment, Lynn

 Harding

and I concluded that even though the aerosol transmission of HIV was unlikely,

 the use

of BSL 3 procedures and practices in a BSL 2 facility provided sufficient

 protection to

the worker and to the community. We presented this proposal to the health

 authorities in

Boston and Cambridge, the IBC's at our respective institutions and subsequently

 to NIH.

BSL 2+ was the product of a risk assessment exercise at a time when BMBL did not

 exist.

What did exist were the NIH Guidelines for rDNA Activity and we successfully

 applied

them to a significant non recombinant problem.

Is the use of BSL 3 procedures and practices in a Level 2 facility (BSL 2+)

 appropriate

for other lines of experimental activity? I don't know. This must be assessed on

 a case

by case basis. If the answer is yes, then all BSL 3 procedures and practices are

 to be

followed. If they are not, then the containment is not BSL 2+.
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Date:         Sun, 16 Nov 1997 16:30:25 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         paul rubock <rubockpa@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Help: Need Ammunition and Info!
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A BSC is designed to protect the work AND the worker; so one with a cage dumping

 modification would

be appropriate.  As for your other question, I do not not think mice, SCID,

 nude, fuzzy, or wuzzy

should be handled in a "blow out" unit-think about the extra allergen dose.

 Having said that I

must (embarrassedly) admit that this is still occasionally practiced where I am

 as the result of

lack of $$, stubbornness, and unwillingness to change.  Line up administrative

 support to do it

right the first time.
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Date:         Mon, 17 Nov 1997 08:16:08 -0000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Risk Group=BL level?

MIME-Version: 1.0
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------ =_NextPart_000_01BCF331.107DACB0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
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Has anyone produced a comparison of European and US Biosafety levels? =

Perhaps someone who works for a multinational drug company could help? I =

follow the discussions of this mail group with interest and suspect from =

some of the answers that the requirements either side of the

Atlantic are fairly similar

Dr Stuart Thompson

Biological Safety Officer

University of Manchester

England

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCF331.107DACB0

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IgsIAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABABkA

AABSRTogUmlzayBHcm91cD1CTCBsZXZlbD8A+QcBBYADAA4AAADNBwsAEQAIABAACAABABEBASCA

AwAOAAAAzQcLABEACAAMAAAAAQAFAQEJgAEAIQAAADNFNkQ0OEI4OUE1NkQxMTE4ODcwMDBBMEM5

NDJFQTE3AAwHAQOQBgD4BQAAIgAAAAsAAgABAAAACwAjAAEAAAADACYAAAAAAAsAKQABAAAAAwAu

AAAAAAACATEAAQAAAMgAAABQQ0RGRUIwOQABAAIASgAAAAAAAAA4obsQBeUQGqG7CAArKlbCAABt

c3BzdC5kbGwAAAAAAE5JVEH5v7gBAKoAN9luAAAAQzpcV0lOTlRcb3V0bG9vay5wc3QAGAAAAAAA

AAAqRckrnxTREYhaAKDJQuoXooAAAAAAAAAYAAAAAAAAACpFySufFNERiFoAoMlC6hfCgAAAEAAA

AD5tSLiaVtERiHAAoMlC6hcZAAAAUkU6IFJpc2sgR3JvdXA9QkwgbGV2ZWw/AAMANgAAAAAAQAA5

AFAwyg4x87wBHgBwAAEAAAAZAAAAUkU6IFJpc2sgR3JvdXA9QkwgbGV2ZWw/AAAAAAIBcQABAAAA

FgAAAAG88zEOtLhIbT9WmhHRiHAAoMlC6hcAAB4AHgwBAAAABQAAAFNNVFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAa

AAAAU3R1YXJ0LlRob21wc29uQG1hbi5hYy51awAAAAMABhAncKr8AwAHEEMBAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUA

AABIQVNBTllPTkVQUk9EVUNFREFDT01QQVJJU09OT0ZFVVJPUEVBTkFORFVTQklPU0FGRVRZTEVW

RUxTP1BFUkhBUFNTT01FT05FV0hPV09SS1NGT1JBTVVMVElOQVRJT05BTERSAAAAAAIBCRABAAAA

/gEAAPoBAACDAgAATFpGdQIxrEt3AAoBAwH3IAKkA+MCAGOCaArAc2V0MCAHE48CgwBQAvIPWVRh

aANxhQKDMg7ncHJxMg/2Jn0KgAjIIDsJbzI1ZjUCgAqBdWMAUAsDYwMAQQtgbmcxMDMzsQKxIEhh

BCAAcHkCIHxlIBMABHAWQAmAGAAgHQWgbQqxBAACICBvZsQgRQhwb3BlA5EAcAUY8FUF8EJpb3Nh

AmYPwHkgbGV2ZWBscz8gUASQD4Bw7wQgGaAHgBhCdxHQHSAFsB5rBCACEAXAGRBtdWw6dAuAYR5g

AiAHQCBk+HJ1ZxkkGCAZIR5AGPCqaBvgcBwQSR3BbAkAnQfgdCBAHwAEAGN1BBD/HrEEIBnhITAE

AB4gC3ADIKsJwAhgcB0gaSEwIAuA3nQEkAeQBUAaonMhsBpQfmMFQANSHKMiJBhgAHF3PwSQBCAh

MB6QISMJcHF13mkJcAeAAjAEIGUjcQSQPRygaQEAJZUKogqAQXR7FxEeYGMYAAlwHcALcHL2bBuQ

AJBtAxAKwCkUKygjFrIC0TEgRAXAU3T2dQrABUBUEdEcgAIgKRR7GxEJAGcp0B7hBhAbY0/vASAp

0ASQKRRVAwAb0A+g9yNwG5AZ4U0AcA9wJAEvpj5FFzAXEQsxK6gSUzE2vysmA2Aj0CTQKRQTwQA1

IAAAAwAQEAAAAAADABEQAAAAAAMAgBD/////QAAHMIA61How87wBQAAIMIA61How87wBCwAAgAgg

BgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAA4UAAAAAAAADAAKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAQhQAAAAAA

AAMABYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAFKFAAC3DQAAHgAlgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAA

VIUAAAEAAAAEAAAAOC4wAAMAJoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAGFAAAAAAAACwAvgAggBgAA

AAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAADoUAAAAAAAADADCACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAARhQAAAAAAAAMA

MoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABiFAAAAAAAAHgBBgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAANoUA

AAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADeFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAEOA

CCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA4hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgA9AAEAAAAFAAAAUkU6IAAAAAAD

AA00/TcAAFQ7

------ =_NextPart_000_01BCF331.107DACB0--
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Date:         Mon, 17 Nov 1997 08:35:40 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      ? - proper mounting height for sharps containers?

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Need an opinion, &/or a regulation resource on how high to place wall

mounted sharps containers.

Being 5" tall, I think below eye-level should be required.  Do industrial

hygiene standards suggest ergonomic engineers to safety design for the

"short woman" ?  Since I live in constant fear of being decapitated by my

auto air bag - this sounds great to me!  I'd guess a 4'8" max height to be

good.  What do you guys think?  Or do you have something in writing

somewhere?

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Nov 1997 09:30:56 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Risk Group=Biosafety Level

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

I repeat, are the designations identical or do they have different

meanings?

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Nov 1997 09:38:11 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Study Guide for ABSA Certification

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Will there be one?  When?  A review course for exam? When, where?

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Nov 1997 12:03:36 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Burgener, Jyl A" <jab19768@GLAXOWELLCOME.COM>

Subject:      Re: ? - proper mounting height for sharps containers?

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Judy,

It is critical that the placement of these sharps containers be such

that any individual can look into them to ensure that they are not

overfilled.  I have seen an accident whereas the smallest person reached

up to deposit a syringe in a sharps container above eyelevel and was

stuck by an overfilled container which was not visible from her angle.

Jyl Burgener

Biosafety Officer

(919) 483-6450

Fax (919) 549 - 8516

JAB19768@GlaxoWellcome.com

> ----------

> From:         Judy Pointer[SMTP:jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU]

> Sent:         Monday, November 17, 1997 8:35 AM

> To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

> Subject:      ? - proper mounting height for sharps containers?

>

> Need an opinion, &/or a regulation resource on how high to place wall

> mounted sharps containers.

>

> Being 5" tall, I think below eye-level should be required.  Do

> industrial

> hygiene standards suggest ergonomic engineers to safety design for the

> "short woman" ?  Since I live in constant fear of being decapitated by

> my

> auto air bag - this sounds great to me!  I'd guess a 4'8" max height

> to be

> good.  What do you guys think?  Or do you have something in writing

> somewhere?

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <jives@mailroom.safety.rochester.edu>

From:         Janet Ives <jives@SAFETY.ROCHESTER.EDU>

Subject:      sheep

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

Greetings folks,

I have just been requested to provide documentation of what other

institutions using as a transport cart for moving sheep through

occupied areas. I recommended a HEPA filtered transport cart under

negative pressure. What is everyone using? Do you have a

manufacturer/supplier of such carts?

Thanks very much.

Janet Ives, Industrial Hygienist

Department of Environmental Health and Safety

University of Rochester

jives@safety.rochester.edu

(716)275-3014

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 17 Nov 1997 16:41:14 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "kirk w. martin" <kmartin@CDSNET.NET>

Subject:      Employment search

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hello,

I currently am looking for a biosafety/industrial hygienist position in

either academia or the private sector. I would be interested in hearing of

any vacant positions that biosafety subscribers might be looking to fill

(preferably in the New England area).

        Qualifications:  B.S. General Biology (Microbiology).

                         4 years experience as a Registered Sanitarian.

                         1.5 years as a biosafety/industrial hygienist intern.

                         6 years as an electronic technician.

My address and e-mail address:  Kirk W. Martin R.S.

                                5241 Bryant Ave.

                                Klamath Falls, OR. 97603

                                (541) 885-9774 (Home)

                                Kmartin@cdsnet.net

Thank You

>
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Date:         Tue, 18 Nov 1997 08:15:55 EST

Reply-To:     speaker@ehs.psu.edu

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Curt Speaker <speaker@SAFETY-1.SAFETY.PSU.EDU>

Organization: University Safety - Penn State Univ

Subject:      Re: ? - proper mounting height for sharps containers?

In-Reply-To:  <86256552.004F0BE4.00@utm-notes-m2.mdacc.tmc.edu>

Don't mounted sharps containers run completely counter to the idea of

keeping your container as close to the work area as possible?  Our

Med. School  has several needlesticks a year that are attributed to

wall-mounted containers and folks having to walk across the room to

dispose of a needle, etc.

Curt

Curt Speaker

Biosafety Officer

Penn State University

Environmental Health and Safety

speaker@ehs.psu.edu

http://www.ehs.psu.edu

^...^

(O_O)

=(Y)=

 """
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Date:         Tue, 18 Nov 1997 15:10:09 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Robin Newberry <wnewber@CLEMSON.EDU>

Subject:      Edwardsiella ictaluris

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

One of our investigators is proposing to work with E. ictaluris (ictaluris

is not a known human pathogen, but it is a fish pathogen). I've been trying

to dig up some info on it, but have had no success. Normally this sort of

proposal would not cause any comment, but owing to the Pfisteria hysteria

(Pfisteria is a fish pathogen which (until now) had not been suspected as a

human pathogen) and the impact the ictaluris could have on a fish

population (especially a commercial operation) we're concerned.

Does anyone have any information they could email or fax (864-656-7630) to me?

TIA,

Robin

W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

Clemson University

wnewber@clemson.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Edwardsiella ictaluris

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Robin Newberry wrote:

>

> One of our investigators is proposing to work with E. ictaluris (ictaluris

> is not a known human pathogen, but it is a fish pathogen). I've been trying

> to dig up some info on it, but have had no success. Normally this sort of

> proposal would not cause any comment, but owing to the Pfisteria hysteria

> (Pfisteria is a fish pathogen which (until now) had not been suspected as a

> human pathogen) and the impact the ictaluris could have on a fish

> population (especially a commercial operation) we're concerned.

>

> Does anyone have any information they could email or fax (864-656-7630) to me?

>

> TIA,

>

> Robin

>

> W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

> Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

> Clemson University

> wnewber@clemson.edu

I have a couple of comments regarding "Edwardsiella ictaluri" risk

assessment.

First, as a result of extensive discussions in Germany concerning

biotechnology and health and safety, BG Chemie developd a classification

of bacteria, viruses, parasites, yeasts and fungi on the basis of risk

group in 1992. This classification which was published by Jederman-Verlag

in German lists "Edwardsiella ictaluri" in Risk Group 2.  Second, I would

suggest that you consult the ATCC bacterial culture collection listing

and/or contact the EPA (Fish and Wildlife).

It would seem reasonible to manage the organism as Risk Group 2 given

that it is a fish pathogen for fish which has not been proven harmless to

humans.

Good luck,

Dan Liberman
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Date:         Tue, 18 Nov 1997 13:51:22 -1000

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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Is there a published risk group list and biosafety level for plant

pathogens.  Need a reference?

Hubert B. Olipares

Biological Safety Officer

University of Hawaii

2040 East-West Road

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-

Telephone: 808-956-3197 Fax: 808-956-3205  E-Mail: olipares@hawaii.edu
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Hazardous Materials Professional

The Office of Radiation, Chemical and Biological Safety (ORCBS) at Michigan

State University (MSU) is seeking an experienced and motivated individual

to join its team of health and safety professionals as a Hazardous

Materials Professional. This highly visible and responsible position will

assist in the development, implementation, and monitoring of university

programs designed for the safe handling, storage, transport, and disposal

of regulated and non regulated hazardous chemical, biohazardous, and

radioactive materials; assist in preparing for, participating in, and

reviewing responses to spills and releases of hazardous materials; assist

in the management and review of university programs and policies which

maintain licensure by and ensure compliance with state and federal

hazardous materials regulations. Duties associated with this position

involve potential exposure to human biological specimens, driving a

university vehicle which requires a commercial driver's license, wearing a

respirator, working with formaldehyde and hazardous waste, lifting,

carrying, pushing/pulling, and climbing ladders and stairs. Required:

Bachelor's degree in Chemistry or Biochemistry; two years of related and

progressively more responsible or expansive work experience in hazardous

waste materials handling including radioactive materials, lab safety

techniques, hazardous materials regulations and safety requirements;

training as a Hazardous Waste Site Worker and in Hazardous Materials

Response; or an equivalent combination of education and experience;

possession of a valid commercials operator's license with hazardous

materials endorsement(s). Desired qualifications include: experience in

industrial hygiene and radiation safety standards and regulations.

Minimum Salary $32,073 -- (Grade 12)

For application call Human Resources at (517) 432-1662; refer to posting

number P70695.

MSU is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution. Closing Date:

December 5, 1997
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     Perhaps I simply haven't fully awakened yet, but seems to beg the

     question: Is there a published risk group list for strictly animal

     pathogens, too? Besides the list of restricted animal pathogens I

     mean. And besides the rDNA guidelines which don't strictly cover work

     with non-recombinant animal and plant pathogens. OR is this handled in

     every instance on a case-by-case by USDA, without reference to such a

     risk group listing?

Of course the US DOT got into the animal pathogen business as part of

international harmonization, but increasingly State and Local government

agencies are taking an interest in how animal and plant pathogens are handled.

These are of course important concerns from the standpoint of protecting

agriculture and the environment and since the focus is therefore (almost?)

exclusively on secondary containment, there should probably be separate

guidelines and risk group listings for work with animal and plant pathogens.

Where has this been done? If requirements are scattered about, have efforts been

made towards unification? To what effect?

For example, we've done some work with a recombinant plant virus. Risk

assessment was made much easier by the USDA TELLING us what containment level to

use, but without that guidance we (IBC) would have had a harder time of it

without a list to work from.

Interesting question...

Randy Norman

Safety Manager

MA BioServices, Inc.

Rockville, MD

rnorman@mabioservices.com

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Re: Edwardsiella ictaluris

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>  at INTERNET

Date:    11/18/97 1:51 PM

Is there a published risk group list and biosafety level for plant

pathogens.  Need a reference?

Hubert B. Olipares

Biological Safety Officer

University of Hawaii

2040 East-West Road

Honolulu, Hawaii 96822-

Telephone: 808-956-3197 Fax: 808-956-3205  E-Mail: olipares@hawaii.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 19 Nov 1997 08:28:02 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Dianne Hellwig <hellwig@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Edwardsiella ictaluris

In-Reply-To:  <34724BE9.5969@erols.com>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

I don't have any information to offer you other than the suggestion that

you contact the universities (MD, VA, DE) that will be closely involved

with the monitoring and etiology of the Pfisteria problem.  The poultry and

swine industries will be involved with this as well since their waste

products are being looked at as the cause of the problem.

At 06:16 PM 11/18/97 -0800, you wrote:

>Robin Newberry wrote:

>>

>> One of our investigators is proposing to work with E. ictaluris (ictaluris

>> is not a known human pathogen, but it is a fish pathogen). I've been trying

>> to dig up some info on it, but have had no success. Normally this sort of

>> proposal would not cause any comment, but owing to the Pfisteria hysteria

>> (Pfisteria is a fish pathogen which (until now) had not been suspected as a

>> human pathogen) and the impact the ictaluris could have on a fish

>> population (especially a commercial operation) we're concerned.

>>

>> Does anyone have any information they could email or fax (864-656-7630)

to me?

>>

>> TIA,

>>

>> Robin

>>

>> W. Robert Newberry, IV, CIH, CHMM

>> Director, Environmental Heath and Safety

>> Clemson University

>> wnewber@clemson.edu

>

>

>I have a couple of comments regarding "Edwardsiella ictaluri" risk

>assessment.

>

>First, as a result of extensive discussions in Germany concerning

>biotechnology and health and safety, BG Chemie developd a classification

>of bacteria, viruses, parasites, yeasts and fungi on the basis of risk

>group in 1992. This classification which was published by Jederman-Verlag

>in German lists "Edwardsiella ictaluri" in Risk Group 2.  Second, I would

>suggest that you consult the ATCC bacterial culture collection listing

>and/or contact the EPA (Fish and Wildlife).

>

>It would seem reasonible to manage the organism as Risk Group 2 given

>that it is a fish pathogen for fish which has not been proven harmless to

>humans.

>

>Good luck,

>

>Dan Liberman

>

>

Dianne H. Hellwig, DVM, PhD

University of Arkansas

Department of Animal Science

Fayetteville, AR 72701

(501) 575-5136

hellwig@comp.uark.edu
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Here we go back to basic microbiology laboratory requirements again.

The Biosafety levels were initially designed for the protection of

people working in the labs.  They were based on the probability on lab

workers developing a laboratory acquired infection as a result of

working with the "human pathogens" under normal laboratory protocols.

Therefore, there was no provision for agents that were not known to

cause human infections except to put them in BL-1.

I've always been a little concerned that lab people would not understand

the reason for containment requirements and then ignore the potential

for environmental contamination with resultant danger to "plants and

animals" from working with agents which were not classified as

potentially hazardous to people.  Let's begin with a look at the agent

the lab is working with, and the probability that it will escape the lab

and cause damage to local plant and animal life.  In the case of the

Edwardsiella in question, are there any local fish that could be

affected if the agent was released in some way?  Answer probably if a

large amount of the agent was washed down the drain.  How do we deal

with this eventuality?  Use good microbiological laboratory technique

and don't put any live organism down the drain.

I think we get too hung up on classifying the organism and don't do

enough realistic consideration of what the agent is, what will happen if

it is released, and how do we minimize the probability that it will be

released.
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        PLEASE FORGIVE THE VERBOSITY! BUT I FIND THE TOPIC INTRIGUING!

        I HOPE YOU DO TOO!

        -Randy

I think we get too hung up on classifying the organism and don't do

enough realistic consideration of what the agent is, what will happen if

it is released, and how do we minimize the probability that it will be

released.

       Most definitely! Especially since these "secondary containment"

concerns are the main issue with animal and plant agents, these are

indeed deserving of more attention! Even with human infectious agents,

the risk group listings are only a STARTING POINT. Biohazard risk

assessment certainly BEGINS with lists, rather than ending there.

        As animal and plant "Biosafety" (correct term??) basically

limits its focus to secondary containment, the risk assessment process

is often MUCH easier than that for human pathogens. However, I wonder

whether some very simple guidelines will one day become appropriate if

they aren't yet? As far as "risk group lists" of animal and plant

pathogens goes, they may be helpful (again as a STARTING point for risk

assessors) for the more common agents.

        While I understand the arguments that essentially would say "the

whole process is so simple and common-sense that we don't need

guidelines to tell us what we should do", I am faced with increasing

government interest in these agents and their control. If we don't act

then the issue may be forced upon us. (Hmmm...a bit of deja vu there?)

FOR EXAMPLE: Our County LEPC collects information regarding exactly what

animal and plant (in addition to human) pathogens are used in our labs.

Because of our size, we get to show them the room number (on a map- in

their database) where each is used. Animal and plant pathogens are

included in their definition of "hazardous substance". Pursuant to their

expanded program based upon EPA's SARA Title III, they will eventually

make this information available to the public, probably in the libraries

and also via the internet (we're going to have our hands full

"discussing" security concerns!).

At any moment we can expect to be asked to assure the Local officials

regarding the adequacy of our (secondary) containment of animal and

plant pathogens. Published guidelines, lists, etc. would sure go a long

way toward satisfying them. Imagine the utility if local citizens (or

farming?) groups (or their lawyers) came calling!

I'm not suggesting to eliminate the risk assessment which is always

required. Rather, I suggest that the process could be greatly assisted

and documentation supporting it added by providing a starting point

similar to the risk group lists and containment guidelines which we

already have at our disposal for dealing with human pathogens.

I take it we don't have any such thing? Is anybody else getting

inquiries about animal and plant pathogens? Do you think we should

pursue this?? Speak out!

P.S. I joined our LEPC, so now I get to keep a close eye on them. I

don't pretend I can control what they might do, but at least I can have

a say in whatever happens!

Randy Norman

Safety Manager

MA BioServices, Inc.

Rockville, MD

rnorman@mabioservices.com
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To join in on the fray begun by the _Edwardsiella ictaluris_ question. . .

At UIUC, we classify any human, animal,  or plant pathogen as a biohazard.

So, when presented by researcher wanting to use an animal pathogen, we

developed a quick checklist to facilitate our research into the organism.

We first determine the usual host (reservoir) of the organism and the

pathogenesis.  Then we ask the following questions:

1.  Is there any potential for transmission to humans?

2.  Is there the potential for transmission to other (non-reservoir)

species?  If so, would the transmission result in a deleterious effect?

3.  What conditions are required for transmission to the reservoir species

that would result in a deleterious effect?

4.  Are there environmental concerns (e.g., release, through disposal or

spill, of a fish pathogen into a water environment, etc.)?

If review of methods described in the experimental protocol indicates that

conditions supporting transmission to "innocent" organisms (people,

animals, plants, etc.) would be possible, we recommend appropriate

engineering controls, work practices, and PPE.

It's certainly not as easy as looking up a Risk Group and we're lucky that

UIUC's library is extensive, with lots of help from the WWW.  We find that

this approach provides you with a supportable argument for your IBC or your

researchers or (heaven forbid) a regulatory agency.  By the way, we take

this approach for all the organisms we review (well-known human pathogens

included).  We've been known to "up" the BSL from the BSL/Risk Group

classification; we've also lowered some.

Just my $0.02. . .

LouAnn

-------------------------------------------------------------------

LouAnn C. Burnett

Assistant Director, Environmental Health & Safety

Biological Safety Section

Division of Environmental Health & Safety

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

217-244-7362 (office)     217-244-6594 (fax)

--------------------------------------------------------------------
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Please define LEPC....

----------

From:   Norman Randy[SMTP:rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM]

Sent:   19 November 1997 12:36 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Re[2]: Edwardsiella ictaluris

        PLEASE FORGIVE THE VERBOSITY! BUT I FIND THE TOPIC INTRIGUING!

        I HOPE YOU DO TOO!

        -Randy

I think we get too hung up on classifying the organism and don't do

enough realistic consideration of what the agent is, what will happen if

it is released, and how do we minimize the probability that it will be

released.

       Most definitely! Especially since these "secondary containment"

concerns are the main issue with animal and plant agents, these are

indeed deserving of more attention! Even with human infectious agents,

the risk group listings are only a STARTING POINT. Biohazard risk

assessment certainly BEGINS with lists, rather than ending there.

        As animal and plant "Biosafety" (correct term??) basically

limits its focus to secondary containment, the risk assessment process

is often MUCH easier than that for human pathogens. However, I wonder

whether some very simple guidelines will one day become appropriate if

they aren't yet? As far as "risk group lists" of animal and plant

pathogens goes, they may be helpful (again as a STARTING point for risk

assessors) for the more common agents.

        While I understand the arguments that essentially would say "the

whole process is so simple and common-sense that we don't need

guidelines to tell us what we should do", I am faced with increasing

government interest in these agents and their control. If we don't act

then the issue may be forced upon us. (Hmmm...a bit of deja vu there?)

FOR EXAMPLE: Our County LEPC collects information regarding exactly what

animal and plant (in addition to human) pathogens are used in our labs.

Because of our size, we get to show them the room number (on a map- in

their database) where each is used. Animal and plant pathogens are

included in their definition of "hazardous substance". Pursuant to their

expanded program based upon EPA's SARA Title III, they will eventually

make this information available to the public, probably in the libraries

and also via the internet (we're going to have our hands full

"discussing" security concerns!).

At any moment we can expect to be asked to assure the Local officials

regarding the adequacy of our (secondary) containment of animal and

plant pathogens. Published guidelines, lists, etc. would sure go a long

way toward satisfying them. Imagine the utility if local citizens (or

farming?) groups (or their lawyers) came calling!

I'm not suggesting to eliminate the risk assessment which is always

required. Rather, I suggest that the process could be greatly assisted

and documentation supporting it added by providing a starting point

similar to the risk group lists and containment guidelines which we

already have at our disposal for dealing with human pathogens.

I take it we don't have any such thing? Is anybody else getting

inquiries about animal and plant pathogens? Do you think we should

pursue this?? Speak out!

P.S. I joined our LEPC, so now I get to keep a close eye on them. I

don't pretend I can control what they might do, but at least I can have

a say in whatever happens!

Randy Norman

Safety Manager

MA BioServices, Inc.

Rockville, MD

rnorman@mabioservices.com
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The issue of assigning animal pathogens to a classification list is a

relatively new area for some and others like myself are involved in the

effort on a daily basis.  Over the past several years, a small group of

individuals with responsibilities in areas of veterinary biosafety on a

national level have been meeting in a workshop format to begin to

establish guidelines for biosafety and biosecurity for veterinary research

and diagnostic facilities.  The group is international with past

representation from the U.S., Australia, The Netherlands, Spain,

Switzerland, Canada, France, United Kingdom, Denmark, Sweden,

Belgium,  and Argentina.

A couple of issues the group has began to address are biocontainment

requirements for facilities and classification of animal pathogens.  The

effort to assign agents to a specific classification list was a nightmare

and we soon realized that it is not possible to assign pathogens to a list

for international use.  An example is pseudorabies virus.  In the U.S. it is

commonly worked with as a BSL-2 agent but in Austrailia it is an exotic

agent and they would require work at a maximum level!! ( BSL-49).  We

treat an agen like Foot and Mouth disease the same way.  The bottom line

is that one must do an assessment and not count on the assignment of

animal pathogens to biosafety levels as being cut and dried (it ain't easy).

Keep in mind that different states have accreditations for animal disease

status.   It seems that serveral of the notes I've seen on the this

discussion are headed in the right direction in doing an assessment.

There is a long list of items to consider when placing some animal

pathogens in a certain biosecurity level.  A list does not exist and

remember that a comprehensive human list also does not exist.

The group has published: M.S. Barbeito et. al. 1995, Rrecommended

biocontainment features for research and diagnostic facilities where

animal pathogens are used. Rev. Sci. Tech. Off. Int. Epiz. 14: 873-887,

and has developed a mission statement and goals.  The following was

developed at the past meeting:  5th International Veterinary Biosafety

Workshop, Winnipeg, Canada, Oct. 15 - 18, 1996.

Mission and Goals

Operational biosafety professionals at high containment veterinary

laboratories believe there should be a common set of guidelines for safe

work with animal pathogens.  This international group aims to contribute

to informed debate on biocontainment issues associated with such work.

Mission Statement

To promote microbiological safety in high containment veterinary

laboratories by the development and publication of:

- Biosafety risk assessment procedures

-International benchmark laboratory construction standards for biosafety

levels 3 and higher

-Quality assurance protocols for laboratory operation

Goals

1.  To identify the general concepts required for the design, construction

and operation of veterinary containment laboratories and to document the

specific features that differentiate them from conventionally adopted

standards for handling materials infectious to humans.

2.  To adopt the four hazard categories as a basis for an internationally

accepted risk classification scheme for working safely withanimal

pathogens.

-  Aniaml Pathogen Group Low (APGL) - A pathogen that ids unlikely to

spread to susceptible hosts and causes mild animal disease.

-  Animal Pathogen Group Moderate (APGM) - A pathogen that has limited

spread and causes moderate animal disease.

-  Animal Pathogen Group High (APGH - A pathogen that can spread

readily and caused serious animal disease.

-  Animal Pathogen Group Severe APGS - A pathogen that will spread

readily and can cause severe animal disease.

3.  To encourage the operation of high containment veterinary

laboratories to be consistent with recognized Quality Assurance

Standards.

4.  To review the publishe recommendations concerning the handling of

large animals in high containment veterinary laboratories to ensure

continued agreement and acceptance.  Barbeito et. al. 1995 publication.

5.  To review the mission and goals of this group at each meeting.

6.  To include environmentally acceptable practices and animal care

ethics as part of recommendations on veterinary biocontainment

standards.

Now that I've presented the above and reviewed it, I must say that it

might not be all that helpful except to know that others at large veterinary

research institutes share your grief and are working on a

comprehensive method to assist in assuring that animal pathogens are

assessed correctly.  The international group is small and will remain with

its current efforts as a core group with national and international

responsibilities in areas of veterinaty biosafety.  Many of the group

participat in the ABSA experience also and we have plans to develop

material for future ABSA meetings.

If you'd like to discuss levels for animal pathogens for work at your

facility, I might be able to help.

Scott Rusk

Director, EH&S

USDA, ARS

National Animal Disease Center

Ames, IA

515-239-8258

srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov
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     Very sorry! LEPC=

     Local Emergency Planning Council (in our case)

     Local Emergency Planning Committee in EPA regulations calling for

     their establishment.

     stemming from requirements of Title III of Superfund Amendments and

     Reauthorization Act. Charged with Local emergency planning activities,

     planning for hazardous materials emergencies with representation from

     Police, Fire and Rescue, Hospitals, Public Schools, County Dep't of

     Environmental Protection (in our case), and various categories of

     businesses, utilities (electric, gas, water)- I'm sure I'm leaving

     someone out. I represent High Technology Business.

     The Congressional Act and Federal Regulations focus on chemical and

     radiological hazards. Our LEPC opens up to EVERYTHING that could harm

     human health or the environment (the kitchen sink approach- not my

     fault, written long before my joining them)...I'll 'fax you the

     regulation if you wish, it's complex.

     By the way, we went into the issue of whether they were allowed to go

     beyond the Federal Regulatory requirements with their local regs.

     (BELIEVE ME, WE WENT INTO IT) The County Executive's Legal Counsel

     attends our meetings and advised that it IS allowed. Anyone who wants

     is free to put their lawyers up against our County's. Good Luck!

     -Randy
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ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND SAFETY SPECIALIST I  (listing #B9031A)

Description

-----------

Incumbent will act as Department Safety Advisor for designated campus

departments; provide assistance to the departmental staff, faculty, and

students on obtaining the appropriate permits, provide training on safe

handling of hazardous materials as well as other physical safety conditions,

perform inspections to verify compliance with various requirements, review

and advise on various Federal, State, and Local Agency regulations, review

safety equipment for compliance with requirements; participate in the 24

hour Emergency response Program of the university; and perform other duties

as assigned.

Required Skills

---------------

Must possess a Bachelors Degree in physics, microbiology, chemistry, or a

similar discipline, at least one year of experience in the Environmental

Health and Safety field (biosafety, radiation safety or industrial hygiene)

and a good working knowledge of safety and measuring equipment; strong

written and verbal communication skills; valid California Drivers License;

ability to wear personal protective equipment; ability to lift at least 50

pounds.

Preferred Skills

----------------

Knowledge of computers.

Monthly Salary Range

--------------------

$3,425 - $5,133

Reply to

--------

University of California

Human Resources Department

Box 0832

San Francisco, CA  94143-0832
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I'd like to thank Scott Rusk and others for their thoughtful postings on

non-classified human and animal plant pathogens.  I learned something, and

it reminded me that there are critters out there (besides us humans) that

should be considered when assessing risks.  We have several animal

facilities - but only concentrate on microbs harmful to humans.  We need to

broaden our approach.

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Can anyone tell me about standards for floor tiles in clinical and

research laboratories?  This is re:  a space for a hemophilia lab;

presumably BL1 for most of the applications.  The space currently has

a quarry tile floor.  Is there an acceptable way to seal this to make

it less permeable?

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754
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From:         Melina Kinsey <mkinsey@MRIRESEARCH.ORG>

Organization: MRI

Subject:      Hot Plates
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Biosafety Group-

Happy Holidays!

I was wondering if anyone has found an alternative to Bunsen burners for

fixating slides?  Would hot plates or heating blocks work?

Thanks for your help.

--

Melina Kinsey

Midwest Research Institute

http://www.mriresearch.org

mkinsey@mriresearch.org
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Subject:      Food & Drink
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Comments on the following scenario is appreciated:

A large facility has a general policy not to allow food and drink in

laboratory areas.  Definition of laboratory is open for discussion but in

this case it is meant as a general term and includes areas where

chemicals, biological agents, and/or radioactive materials are used.

Within the facility is an area called the Toxicology and Chemistry Section.

The Section is located off of a central common corridor as is most other

laboratories in the facility and is made up of several areas and rooms.

The individuals (3 - 5 people) in this Section are proposing a modification

to the general facility policy of no food or drink by setting aside an

individual room within the Section that is dedicated as a break area to

drink beverages (no eating will be allowed).  The room has a door, has a

hand washing sink and would not be used for anything else.

QUESTION:  What would you do??  Should this be allowed or should the

general policy / guideline be that once you enter a laboratory "area" off

of the common corridor you are in a laboratory setting and no food or

drink is allowed??

S. Rusk

srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Michele Crase <E00MMC1@WPO.CSO.NIU.EDU>

Subject:      Food & Drink -Reply

       I have found at some universities, a separate office

off the lab is used for a break room where food and drink

are allowed.  Although this appears to be within acceptable

guidelines, I wonder how often food or drink migrate from

one room to another.   In addition, if you set up something

for one lab area, can you do it for all labs?  I can see

people complaining already that some get their own break

room and others don't.         The most important thing (in

my humble opinion) is to keep food and drink away from areas

where lab work is being performed.  Sometimes this means

leaning towards a more strict policy to ensure everyone's

safety.  This problem seems to come up especially during the

holiday time with all the "goodies" brought in to work.

Michele Crase MT(ASCP)

Biosafety Specialist

EHS

Northern Illinois University

DeKalb IL

mcrase@niu.edu
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Subject:      Re: Food & Drink

In-Reply-To:  <s483cf6a.017@nadc.ars.usda.gov>
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We have this problem with one of our newer buildings.  Break areas are

surrounded by the labs and cannot be accessed except by passing through the

laboratory areas.

What follows is the best solution we could come up with.

Sealed containers only may be taken to the break areas.

Bob

>Comments on the following scenario is appreciated:

>

>A large facility has a general policy not to allow food and drink in

>laboratory areas.  Definition of laboratory is open for discussion but in

>this case it is meant as a general term and includes areas where

>chemicals, biological agents, and/or radioactive materials are used.

>Within the facility is an area called the Toxicology and Chemistry Section.

>The Section is located off of a central common corridor as is most other

>laboratories in the facility and is made up of several areas and rooms.

>The individuals (3 - 5 people) in this Section are proposing a modification

>to the general facility policy of no food or drink by setting aside an

>individual room within the Section that is dedicated as a break area to

>drink beverages (no eating will be allowed).  The room has a door, has a

>hand washing sink and would not be used for anything else.

>

>QUESTION:  What would you do??  Should this be allowed or should the

>general policy / guideline be that once you enter a laboratory "area" off

>of the common corridor you are in a laboratory setting and no food or

>drink is allowed??

>

>S. Rusk

>srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      Re: Food & Drink

In-Reply-To:  <s483cf6a.017@nadc.ars.usda.gov>
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My opinion on this one depends on the detailed layout of the area. Can you

get to the food room without passing through any  laboratory areas

containing chemicals? If you can I would  probably allow it but I would

also like to know how far these people are from an existing  food area. If

one is nearby - do they really need their own? If it is a long way then its

better to let them have one to prevent them from eating in the lab areas.

Where do they store their lunches? Does the food have to go through lab

areas to get to the fridge? Are any of them smokers? Do they carry

cigarettes in their pockets in the lab? That one came up here and the local

safety committee nearly provoked a revolution by saying that cigarettes

could not be kept in a pocket while doing lab work!! ( we do not have

lockers here for people to keep their personal effects in). So I think you

or the local safety committee needs to review all these things before

making a decision. And remember that people are human and don't get too

zealous!!! Gill

At 09:05 AM 12/2/97 -0600, you wrote:

>Comments on the following scenario is appreciated:

>

>A large facility has a general policy not to allow food and drink in

>laboratory areas.  Definition of laboratory is open for discussion but in

>this case it is meant as a general term and includes areas where

>chemicals, biological agents, and/or radioactive materials are used.

>Within the facility is an area called the Toxicology and Chemistry Section.

>The Section is located off of a central common corridor as is most other

>laboratories in the facility and is made up of several areas and rooms.

>The individuals (3 - 5 people) in this Section are proposing a modification

>to the general facility policy of no food or drink by setting aside an

>individual room within the Section that is dedicated as a break area to

>drink beverages (no eating will be allowed).  The room has a door, has a

>hand washing sink and would not be used for anything else.

>

>QUESTION:  What would you do??  Should this be allowed or should the

>general policy / guideline be that once you enter a laboratory "area" off

>of the common corridor you are in a laboratory setting and no food or

>drink is allowed??

>

>S. Rusk

>srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Conference Announcement

In-Reply-To:  <s483cf6a.017@nadc.ars.usda.gov>

Dear Biosafety Netters,

The Working Party Safety in Biotechnology of the European

Federation Biotechnology (EFB) is holding a conference on

A Strengthened Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BTWC):

Potential Implications for Biotechnology"

Info also available under:

http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb_wp.htm

International information and discussion forum on the potential

implications for biotechnology R&D and production of the legally

binding protocol being negotiated to strengthen the BTWC.

on the 28. - 29. May 1998 in Vienna, Austria.

This topic is IMPORTANT. It is not yet another BTWC conference with a

lot of science fiction but we are trying to get input into the

current negotiations on the legally binding protocol being discussed

in Geneva. The implications could very well be similar to the CDC

select agents and toxins program or similar national programs. The

Geneva negotiations could have impact on  a big number of academic

and industrial operations.

 The current negotiations in Geneva to develop

a legally binding instrument to strengthen the 1972 Biological and

Toxin Weapons Convention are likely to result in an international

declaration and inspection regime.   This regime will have

implications for both academic, industrial and biotechnology research

and development and production sites with a special focus on those

handling dangerous human, animal and plant pathogens.   This

conference will provide an international information and discussion

platform on the current state of the negotiations and their potential

implications for biotechnology operations.

The program will include:

. Introduction to the BTWC

. Current status of negotiations to strengthen the BTWC

. Implications for industrial R&D and production and academic R&D .

Compatibility with other existing guidelines(international and

national) . Technical aspects - Safety and security - Tutorial:

Biosafety information on the Internet

Who should attend:

. Managing directors and heads of biotechnology operations

. Regulatory affairs and biosafety managers of biotechnology

industries and R&D . Institutions involved in the current negotiations

to strengthen the BTWC . Involved international and national

authorities

Date:           28. - 29. May 1998

Venue:          Vienna, Austria

Conference fee:

2000 Austrian Schilling  until 1.March 1997

 2700 Austrian Schilling after  1.March 1997

The conference fee includes lunches, the conference dinner and coffee

breaks.  To keep the conference fee within reasonable limits hotel

costs are not included

Conference registration and hotel registration:

Come In Congress-Meeting-Incentive Organisation

Gabriele Prohazka

Alser Strasse 32/3

A-1090 Wien

Tel: +43 1 402 4714 12

Fax: +43 1 402 4714 14

e.mail: come-in@magnet.at

Committee:

OttoDoblhoff-Dier, EFB WP Safety in Biotechnology

Bernhard Kainradl, Austrian Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs

Willy Kempel, Austrian Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs Graham S.

Pearson, University of Bradford, UK

Organizers:

Working Party Safety in Biotechnology of the European Federation

Biotechnology (EFB)

Local organizers:

Institute for Applied Microbiology of the University of Agricultural

Sciences, Vienna Austrian Federal Ministry for Foreign Affairs and the

Austrian Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs

_____________________________________________________________

PROGRAM

Thursday

08:30 - 10:00   Registration

10:00 - 10:15   Opening Ceremony

10:15 - 10:45   Biological and toxin weapons: Introduction and

overviewDr. Brad Roberts,Institute for Defense Analyses,

Washington,DC, USA ( Editor, "Biological Weapons: Weapons of the

Future")        (confirmed)

10:45 - 11:15   The Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention - A

historic and political perspective Willy Kempel, Ministry of Foreign

Affairs, Austria        (confirmed)

11:15 - 11:45   UNSCOM ( UN Special Commission on Iraq) : Lessons

forBiological Arms ControlChristian Seelos, Adviser to the Special

Commission United Nations, New York -University Vienna,

Austria (confirmed)

11:45 - 12:15   The current status of the Geneva negotiations on the

protocol to strengthen the BTWC Ambassador Tibor Toth, Chairman Ad Hoc

Group of the States Parties to the BTWC, Hungary        (confirmed)

12:15 - 14:00   Lunch andTutorial: Biosafety information on the

Internet

14:00 - 14:30   The Chemical Weapons Convention (CWC) verification

regime: Implications for BiotechnologyJulian Perry Robinson, Director

Havard Sussex Program on CBW Armament and Arms Limitation, Science

Policy Research Unit, University of Sussex, Brighton BN1 9FR,

UK)     (confirmed)

14:30 - 15:15   The likely practical aspects of the strengthened BWTC

protocolGraham S. Pearson, Visiting Professor of International

Security, University of Bradford, former Director General and Chief

Executive of the UK Chemical and Biological Defence Establishment at

Porton Down, Salisbury. (confirmed)

15:15 - 15:45   Coffee Break

15:45 - 16:30   Plenary Discussion - Introductory Statements

 Implications for biotechnologyMalcolm Dando, Professor of

 International Security, Department of Peace Studies, University of

 Bradford,Bradford BDI 7DP, West Yorkshire, UK  (confirmed)

 Implications for academic R&DO. Doblhoff-Dier, Chairman WP Safety in

 Biotechnology of the European Federation Biotechnology, Inst. for

 Applied Microbiology, Univ. Agric. Sciences, Vienna,

 Austria        (confirmed)

 Implications for industrial operationsH. Bachmayer, Cooporate

 Biosafety, Novartis    (confirmed)

16: 30 - 17:00  Plenary discussion

20:00 - Conference Dinner

FRIDAY

09:00 - 09:30   Comparison of the strenthened BTWC protocol with other

regulatory systemsRudolf Bliem, Tarac Consulting, Plankenbuechlerg.

12/3, A-1210 Wien Consultant for the Bioindustries specializing on FDA

and European approvals  (confirmed)

09:30 - 10:00   The EC Biosafety RegulationsNN., European Commission,

Brussels

10:00 - 10:30   The US Biological Safety and Requirements for Facilities

Transferring or Receiving Select AgentsDr. Jonathan Y. Richmond,

Director, Office of Health and Safety, Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention, 1600 Clifton Road, Mailstop FO5, Atlanta, GA 30333;

telephone (404) 639-2453.       (confirmed)

10:30 - 11:00   Coffee break

11:00 - 11:30   The Biosafety Regulations in the Russian

FederationPossible contact: Alexander Rorobiev, Russia  (to be

nominated by W. Kempel)

11:30 - 12:00   The Convention on Biological Diversity: Possible

implications of the International Biosafety / Advance Informed

Agreement ProtocolMr P J Van der Meer, Ministry of Housing, Spatial

Planning and the Environment, The Netherlands   (confirmed)

12:00 - 13:45   Lunch andTutorial: Biosafety information on the

Internet

13:45 -14:30    Biotechnology Controls: What are the technical

challenges? Protective equipment and containment validation,

documentation, storage and access control, identification of pathogens

and pathogenic characteristicsHoward Tranter, CAMR, UK  (confirmed)

14:30 - 15:00   Maintaining awareness of developments in

biosafetyregulations and controlsO. Doblhoff

15:00 - 15:45   Closing Statement and Discussion:International

harmonisation of biosafety protocols

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Gaunt, Ed" <eeg@ASCIENCES.COM>

Subject:      Re: Food & Drink--and shoe covers
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Personnel leaving our laboratory were required to remove lab coats and =

wash hands before going to the break room or cafeteria.  This was to =

remove/reduce the possiblity of recontaminating your hands by touching =

possibly contaminated areas on the protective clothing after washing =

your hands to eat.  I forsee that this proposed "convienience" will be =

abused and that folks will breeze in and out for a quick sip/caffeine =

fix with minimal decontamination while going about normal lab duties.  =

People who work with bbp every day tend to get too complacent; I even =

place myself in that category, even after working in a clinical lab for =

almost 15 years (I still have to remind myself NOT to put my pen in my =

mouth).

This brings me to another pet peeve--shoe covers outside of the OR or =

other "clean areas.  Folks who walk around outside of surgical suites or =

other clean areas with shoe covers on ought to be summarily =

executed--well maybe not that drastic--how about tarred and feathered? =

Invariable, these folks walk back into the clean area with their dirty =

shoe covers on.  What is the purpose of shoe covers?  To keep your =

street shoes from becoming contaminated, to keep street shoes from =

tracking pedestrian dirt into clean areas, or both?  If it is to keep =

your shoes clean, then by wearing them outside of the area, you may be =

spreading contamination.  If it is to keep the clean area clean, then =

walking back in to the clean area with dirty shoe covers is defeating =

(defeeting?) the whole purpose of the covers.

Ed Gaunt

>Comments on the following scenario is appreciated:

>

>A large facility has a general policy not to allow food and drink in

>laboratory areas.  Definition of laboratory is open for discussion but =

in

>this case it is meant as a general term and includes areas where

>chemicals, biological agents, and/or radioactive materials are used.

>Within the facility is an area called the Toxicology and Chemistry =

Section.

>The Section is located off of a central common corridor as is most =

other

>laboratories in the facility and is made up of several areas and rooms.

>The individuals (3 - 5 people) in this Section are proposing a =

modification

>to the general facility policy of no food or drink by setting aside an

>individual room within the Section that is dedicated as a break area to

>drink beverages (no eating will be allowed).  The room has a door, has =

a

>hand washing sink and would not be used for anything else.

>

>QUESTION:  What would you do??  Should this be allowed or should the

>general policy / guideline be that once you enter a laboratory "area" =

off

>of the common corridor you are in a laboratory setting and no food or

>drink is allowed??

>

>S. Rusk

>srusk@nadc.ars.usda.gov
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Subject:      Re[2]: Food & Drink
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>My opinion on this one depends on the detailed layout of the area. Can you

>get to the food room without passing through any  laboratory areas

>containing chemicals?

>

>Where do they store their lunches? Does the food have to go through lab

>areas to get to the fridge?

>

Here I think we have some of the most important questions! WE prohibit

"eating, drinking, smoking, chewing gum, applying cosmetics or lip balm or

handling contact lenses in laboratory or animal rooms, restricted corridors

(like barrier facility "dirty" corridors- not your everyday lab hallways)

OR IN ROOMS THAT OPEN DIRECTLY ONTO THESE AREAS" (emphasis added). "Food,

cigarettes, cosmetics, or eating utensils are not to be stored in these

areas".

This prohibits break rooms that open into a lab directly, but allows break

rooms on a common hallway with labs (next to or across the hall from a

lab). However, a back door to the room is required to allow for the safe

introduction of food and drink, etc. without traversing the laboratory

hallways. Yes, we STRICTLY prohibit food, drink, cigarettes, etc. from lab

hallways and the loading dock/receiving areas.

The basic idea is to maintain maximal separation of laboratory and office

areas and the materials appurtenant (sp?) thereto. Food and drink, etc.

never go where lab chemicals, samples, supplies, etc. ever do and likewise,

lab chemicals, samples, supplies, (including protective clothing!-on one's

body or not!) never enter the administrative offices or the break rooms.

[We do have a couple of "tech offices" in our animal facilities. They are

considered "lab areas" and no food, drink, etc. is allowed therein.]

BASICALLY, you can draw a line through each floor of the building, between

the  "lab" and "admin." areas. Connections between floors is also

appropriately lab-to-lab or admin-to-admin to maintain the separation.

>( we do not have lockers here for people to keep their personal effects

>in).

>

We DO! (Had you any doubt?) Not a very popular decision with the space

planners, but lab personnel have either their own desk or a personal locker

in the admin area.

> And remember that people are human and don't get too zealous!!! Gill

>

I suspect that many will feel that we may be a bit overzealous here.

However, we like to keep the whole idea as simple as possible to make

complaince easier. Lab space is for lab "stuff" and admin space is for

admin "stuff", and never do the two combine. We make every effort to make

the amenities (break rooms) as accessible as we can, but not at the cost of

diminished control.

P.S. As far as getting too zealous goes I think the operative word is

"get". We have "always done it this way" and doing less would be obvious

compromise. It's MUCH easier when this is the status quo than when you have

to get everyone to buy into a whole new level of control!

Randy Norman

Safety Manager

MA BioServices, Inc.

Rockville, MD

rnorman@mabioservices.com
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Subject:      Re: Food & Drink
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We have break rooms and offices off of laboratories at MD Anderson.  Our

facility HVAC is such that all these spaces have directional positive

airflow from administrative areas into lab areas.  The directional airflow

is regularly checked with smoke tubes, and the labs are on-site,

unannounced, spot-checked, randomly on a monthly basis.  Occasionally,

someone is found eating or drinking in the lab, and they are

reprimanded/reminded - NO EATING OR DRINKING in labs.  B/c of the lab

inspections, we get pretty good compliance with this policy.  I think

training and a safety office "presence" in the labs is the best approach to

ensuring compliance with this and other safety policies.

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson Cancer Center

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu
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From:         John Keene <jkeene@EROLS.COM>

Organization: Biohaztec

Subject:      Re: Food & Drink
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Good scenario, good plan, but, as usual we need to assure compliance.

First, movement of "food-stuffs" through a lab area is not a significant

problem because the majority of potential contamination is due to direct

contact.  The prohibition of eating, drinking, etc. is to prevent direct

contamination of these materials, and therefore the lab worker.  The

scenario spelled out here provides a separate room, with a sink for

handwashing, and, in the "proposer's" own words, only drinking not

eating.  Theoretically, this plan should work.  NOW, will it?  Only if

there is a strict policy for using the area, including leaving their

"contaminated PPE" (lab coats, gloves, etc.) outside and handwashing

enforced prior to opening/pouring the drinks, no carrying the drinks

back into the labs, etc.  One of the respondents noted that he didn't

believe that people could follow the necessary requirements for such a

facility, but I would prefer to give them the benefit of the doubt, set

the rules, and give it a try with the caveat that the first!!! one to

break the rules may cause all to lose the priviledge.  In addition, I

would remphasize the real need to keep food, drink, etc out of the lab.
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From:         "THERESE M. STINNETT" <Therese.Stinnett@UCHSC.EDU>

Organization: UCHSC -- FACILITIES

Subject:      consultants
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Dear Biosafety netters:

Our IBC has decided that we do not have the manpower to do site

assessments for human gene therapy trials.  In most cases the

corporate sponsors have come through and done site assessment and

hands-on training.  However, in the case of the corporate sponsor

not performing these tasks  or a principal investigator-initiated

study, I would like to have a list of consultants for referral

purposes.

I know there was also a discussion on GMP facilities.  I wonder if

there are consultants out there who are available for the planning,

design and certification of such facilities.

Please respond directly to me, unless you feel it would be of general

interest to the list.

Terry Stinnett

therese.stinnett@uchsc.edu

UCHSC, Health & Safety Div

BioSafety Officer

4200 E. 9th Ave, C275

Denver, CO 80262

303-315-6754

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 3 Dec 1997 14:47:45 -0800

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>
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From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      histoplasmosis
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I was at a meeting this morning when A firefighter asked for info regarding

histoplasmosis.  He works on LI and has contracted histoplasmosis.  He

believes it is job related.  I believe Workman's comp is rejecting his

claim.  Do any of you know of an expert that he can talk with to help him

build a case?

Getting stats about NY etc.   He went to Boston to get diagnosed.

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Education, Continuing" <Contedu@SPH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      Lab Design -- Continuing Education at Harvard
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At the Harvard School of Public Health

Guidelines for Laboratory Design: Health and Safety Considerations

April 6-10, 1998

Course Coordinator: Melvin W. First, ScD, PE, CIH

This lecture and problem-solving course combines the multi-disciplinary

experience of scientists, architects, engineers, and occupational health

and safety personnel to provide practical information related to health

and safety issues applicable to the design of new and renovated

laboratories. Design considerations are approached within the framework

of efficiency, economy, energy conservation, flexibility and health and

safety protection. You will participate in workshop sessions and tour of

state-of-the-art facilities. Materials include the textbook Guidelines

for Laboratory Design: Health and Safety Considerations, and the course

faculty features the collaborative authors of this volume.  Credit

offered: CEUs, ABIH CM points, AIA CES credits

To receive a complete brochure, reply to cmartin@sph.harvard.edu with

your full name and mailing address.

Center for Continuing Professional Education (contedu@sph.harvard.edu)

Harvard School of Public Health

677 Huntington Avenue, LL-23

Boston, MA  02115-6096

Phone: (617) 432-1171

Fax: (617) 432-1969

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe/ccpe.html
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      floor tiles -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The floors and any other surface should be smooth surfaced for cleanup

and potential decontamination.  You may put linoleum and seal the seams

and run it up about 6 inches up the wall or seal the floor with epoxy.

There are water based epoxy products on the market.  This could be

done with your inhouse staff.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, USDA PIADC
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re: consultants
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>I know there was also a discussion on GMP facilities.  I wonder if

>there are consultants out there who are available for the planning,

>design and certification of such facilities.

>

YES! YES! Especially (for my purposes) in the Wash., D.C.

Metropolitan area!  We're (a subsidiary) just now breaking ground on

a big GMP manufacturing facility for Genetic Therapy drugs and I'm

not afraid to admit I have no hands-on personal experience with Large

Scale manufacturing under the rDNA Guidelines, nor does my boss, a

CIH. (Everything has been <10 liters to date.) I've written some SOPs

based on the guidelines, but practical experience would surely help.

[I AM however a Biosafety Officer with more than 9 years experience,

also the Radiation Safety Officer and Chemical Hygiene Officer, etc.

for >9 yrs, and have dealt with research involving dozens of species

of etiologic agents (BSLs 1-3), plant and animal pathogens, and a

handful of recombinants (BL-1 and BL-2)].

I know I can count on other Biosafety Officers locally for advice,

but it would be nice if I could at least recommend a consultant.

Besides, I fear we may be heading for realms that my local colleagues

have not seen. I have little idea how likely we are to hire someone:

we recently went public so we have some funds, but historically we

have REALLY pinched pennies (!).

A name and statement of capabilities, plus references would be nice

for starters. This isn't an official RFP since we have no $$ budgeted

yet, but I need to know whom I can call once I get their attention.

For all I know at this point they've hired an engineering firm with

Biomanufacturing experience and think that's all they need. For all I

know it may be all they need! Can anybody please help me out here?

Thanks!!!

Randy Norman

Safety Manager

MA BioServices, Inc.

Rockville, MD

rnorman@mabioservices.com

>Please respond directly to me, unless you feel it would be of general

>interest to the list.

>

ME TOO!
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Food & Drink -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Hey Scott:  I'm for the break room if it is segregated from the corridor by

a self closing door and has the handwashing station as you said and the

corridor is used as a buffer area with no agents manipulated nor stored.

TOM
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Nicole Bernholc <bernholc@MAIL.SEP.BNL.GOV>

Subject:      Histoplasmosis:  Thanks for the info
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Thanks one and all to all who have replied..  I have passed the info on to

the individual..

Sincerely,

Nicole M. Bernholc

(516) 344-2027
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Daniel King <dking@ASRR.ARSUSDA.GOV>

Subject:      Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination
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Vaporized hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) has been used for decontamination as

an alternative to formaldehyde fumigation. I am interested in receiving

information from any users of H2O2 with a description of their specific

decontamination application, methods of treatment, and monitoring of

effectiveness.

Daniel J. King

USDA,ARS, Southeast Poultry Research Lab

934 College Station Rd.

Athens, GA 30605

706.546-3407

706.546-3161 FAX

dking@asrr.arsusda.gov
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Reply-To:     lindsay.john@gene.COM

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         John Lindsay <lindsay@GENE.COM>

Subject:      Re: consultants

In-Reply-To:  Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM> "Re: consultants"

              (Dec  4,  8:49am)
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One of the best consultants available is Terry Munson, formerly the Chief

of the Sterile Drugs branch of the FDA (CDER). Terry is now with Kemper

Masterson in Bethesda. His phone number is :

301-816-1100, ext. 210.

John Lindsay

Genentech, Inc.
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Kurt R. Klimpel" <kklimpel@BIOPRAXIS.COM>

Subject:      Accident report form/ As in the lab
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Hi everyone, we are just setting up a new lab and we need to develop an

accident/incident report form.  Is there a standard form?  What kind of

information needs to be included on the form?

Secondly we are working with ground water samples which contain As.  Most

are ppb, but a few are as high as 50 ppm.  I have checked with the

biosafety office at to different University campuses for guidance on how to

dispose of the samples and how to clean glassware and plastic ware that may

have come into contact with the samples.  I have received two very

different opinions.  One source said all of the waste needs to be disposed

of through a certified waste disposal company, and that the glassware and

plastic ware needs to be used only for work with As containing samples.

The second source said that the majority of our waste (under 2 ppm As)

could be sewered and that the glassware could be decontaminated by acid

washing after use.  Does anyone work with As and do you have procedures for

how to handle waste and clean glassware?

Thanks,

Kurt

Kurt R. Klimpel, Ph.D.

Project Leader

Biopraxis, Inc.

PO Box 910078

San Diego, CA  92191-0078

(619) 452-2413  x19 Voice

(619) 452-2416 FAX
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Noel Neighbor <nneighbo@COMP.UARK.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.971204112141.27828B-100000@asrr>
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The following may help:

1994 Poultry Science 73:1511-1516

We microaerosolized 5% and 10% hydrogen peroxide and found it to be

effective against several bacteria and viruses.  Using vaporized hydrogen

peroxide was beyond our budget, so I cannot provide any first hand

information on this.  The paper includes details on application and

monitoring of the microaerosolized method of application only, but has

several references listed which may be of help to you.

nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

Noel Neighbor

Poultry Health Laboratory

University of Arkansas

Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

(501) 575-8493

On Thu, 4 Dec 1997, Daniel King wrote:

> Vaporized hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) has been used for decontamination as

> an alternative to formaldehyde fumigation. I am interested in receiving

> information from any users of H2O2 with a description of their specific

> decontamination application, methods of treatment, and monitoring of

> effectiveness.

>

> Daniel J. King

> USDA,ARS, Southeast Poultry Research Lab

> 934 College Station Rd.

> Athens, GA 30605

> 706.546-3407

> 706.546-3161 FAX

> dking@asrr.arsusda.gov

>
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Accident report form/ As in the lab
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Kurt R. Klimpel wrote:

>

> Hi everyone, we are just setting up a new lab and we need to develop an

> accident/incident report form.  Is there a standard form?  What kind of

> information needs to be included on the form?

> Secondly we are working with ground water samples which contain As.  Most

> are ppb, but a few are as high as 50 ppm.  I have checked with the

> biosafety office at to different University campuses for guidance on how to

> dispose of the samples and how to clean glassware and plastic ware that may

> have come into contact with the samples.  I have received two very

> different opinions.  One source said all of the waste needs to be disposed

> of through a certified waste disposal company, and that the glassware and

> plastic ware needs to be used only for work with As containing samples.

> The second source said that the majority of our waste (under 2 ppm As)

> could be sewered and that the glassware could be decontaminated by acid

> washing after use.  Does anyone work with As and do you have procedures for

> how to handle waste and clean glassware?

>

> Thanks,

> Kurt

>

> Kurt R. Klimpel, Ph.D.

> Project Leader

> Biopraxis, Inc.

> PO Box 910078

> San Diego, CA  92191-0078

> (619) 452-2413  x19 Voice

> (619) 452-2416 FAX

Kurt,

While I am not all that familiar with california law, it seems to me that

your second consultant is correct.

Using USEPA criteria a waste that contains arsenic in a concentration

equal to or greater than 5.0 mg/liter (= 5 ppm) is classified as a toxic

waste and must be disposed of as a hazardous waste in accordance with

RCRA.

While you could collect this waste stream and manage it as a hazardous

waste, as long as the concentration is less than 5 ppm (and you can

document that this is true), you could put it down the drain.

Regards,

Dan Liberman

Visiting Scientist

Dept. Biol.

MIT

Cambridge, MA 02139
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      Re: Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Noel Neighbor wrote:

>

> The following may help:

>

> 1994 Poultry Science 73:1511-1516

>

> We microaerosolized 5% and 10% hydrogen peroxide and found it to be

> effective against several bacteria and viruses.  Using vaporized hydrogen

> peroxide was beyond our budget, so I cannot provide any first hand

> information on this.  The paper includes details on application and

> monitoring of the microaerosolized method of application only, but has

> several references listed which may be of help to you.

>

> nneighbo@comp.uark.edu

>

> Noel Neighbor

> Poultry Health Laboratory

> University of Arkansas

> Fayetteville, Arkansas 72701

> (501) 575-8493

>

> On Thu, 4 Dec 1997, Daniel King wrote:

>

> > Vaporized hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) has been used for decontamination as

> > an alternative to formaldehyde fumigation. I am interested in receiving

> > information from any users of H2O2 with a description of their specific

> > decontamination application, methods of treatment, and monitoring of

> > effectiveness.

> >

> > Daniel J. King

> > USDA,ARS, Southeast Poultry Research Lab

> > 934 College Station Rd.

> > Athens, GA 30605

> > 706.546-3407

> > 706.546-3161 FAX

> > dking@asrr.arsusda.gov

> >

Please contact Dave Stuart at the Baker Company. he can provide you with

whatever information you may need to better assess the use of vapor phase

peroxide and BSC decontamination.

Dan Liberman
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Subject:      Re: Accident report form/ As in the lab
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I'd suggest you also check with your local sewer authority for discharges of

any kind. While EPA may have a limit, the local or state authority  may have

set lower limits. Discharge of silver bearing solutions is the best example.

Many use the EPA limit of 5 ppm. However, NYC has different limits based on

the quantity of waste to be discharged (Actually, NYC has a very different

approach altogether). Discharge limits are very low in Rhode Island.

Boston/Cambridge also have strict discharge limits.

Bottom line - Find out who is the regulating authority and ask them the

question.

Ed Krisiunas, MT(ASCP), CIC

Spectrum

115 Lyons Road

Burlington, Connecticut

06013

860-675-1217
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

Subject:      consultants
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The best consultant I know for anything FDA-- GMP,GLP,GCP,NDA's,IND's,

Orphan drug applications or drug development (discovery through

product marketing) is Clifford Siporin, PhD. Cliff is a former VP at G.D.

Searle, and his phone # is (847) 816-3696.

Dan Liberman

Visiting Scientist

MIT

Cambridge, MA 02139
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From:         Stuart Thompson <Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK>

Subject:      Re: Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination
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-----Original Message-----

From:   Daniel King [SMTP:dking@ASRR.ARSUSDA.GOV]

Sent:   Thursday, December 04, 1997 4:23 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination

Vaporized hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) has been used for decontamination as

an alternative to formaldehyde fumigation. I am interested in receiving

information from any users of H2O2 with a description of their specific

decontamination application, methods of treatment, and monitoring of

effectiveness.

I am not a user. I was at a meeting a few days ago when Dr David =

Clements of MDH, Andover, England, lectured on the Hyper-phase gas =

generator (a hydrogen peroxide steriliser) used to sterilise food and =

pharmaceutical and research lab facilities. This is marketed by Astec =

Microflow:

phone +44 1264 362 111; fax +44 1264 356452

website: http://www.astec.microflow.co.uk

E-mail: 101376.1130@compuserve.co

I believe that this is a surface sterilisation method. For deep =

contamination, you will need to validate the method by, for example, =

preparing a spore sample that is covered by a thick layer of protein or =

tissue to check the minimum conditions that give you an acceptable =

degree of kill.

Dr Stuart Thompson

University Biological Safety Officer

University of Manchester

U.K.

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD0154.510F9BE0

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef

Content-Transfer-Encoding: base64

eJ8+IjAIAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA/AMAAAIAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAMAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAADEQAAAAMAADAE

AAAACwAPDgEAAAACAf8PAQAAAFEAAAAAAAAAgSsfpL6jEBmdbgDdAQ9UAgAAAQAxMDEzNzYuMTEz

MEBjb21wdXNlcnZlLmNvAFNNVFAAMTAxMzc2LjExMzBAY29tcHVzZXJ2ZS5jbwAAAAAeAAIwAQAA

AAUAAABTTVRQAAAAAB4AAzABAAAAGgAAADEwMTM3Ni4xMTMwQGNvbXB1c2VydmUuY28AAAADABUM

AgAAAAMA/g8GAAAAHgABMAEAAAAcAAAAJzEwMTM3Ni4xMTMwQGNvbXB1c2VydmUuY28nAAIBCzAB

AAAAHwAAAFNNVFA6MTAxMzc2LjExMzBAQ09NUFVTRVJWRS5DTwAAAwAAOQAAAAALAEA6AAAAAB4A

9l8BAAAAGgAAADEwMTM3Ni4xMTMwQGNvbXB1c2VydmUuY28AAAACAfdfAQAAAFEAAAAAAAAAgSsf

pL6jEBmdbgDdAQ9UAgAAAQAxMDEzNzYuMTEzMEBjb21wdXNlcnZlLmNvAFNNVFAAMTAxMzc2LjEx

MzBAY29tcHVzZXJ2ZS5jbwAAAAADAP1fAQAAAAMA/18AAAAAAgH2DwEAAAAEAAAAAAAABAIB+Q8B

AAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAABADEwMTM3Ni4xMTMwQGNvbXB1c2VydmUuY28A

U01UUAAxMDEzNzYuMTEzMEBjb21wdXNlcnZlLmNvAAAAALnOAQSAAQAmAAAAUkU6IEh5ZHJvZ2Vu

IFBlcm94aWRlIERlY29udGFtaW5hdGlvbgDODQEFgAMADgAAAM0HDAAFAAgAAwAuAAUAIwEBIIAD

AA4AAADNBwwABQAIAAMABwAFAPwAAQmAAQAhAAAANkEyMjcyMDNGNTY3RDExMTg4NzIwMEEwQzk0

MkVBMTcA4AYBA5AGAPgIAAAiAAAACwACAAEAAAALACMAAQAAAAMAJgAAAAAACwApAAEAAAADAC4A

AAAAAAIBMQABAAAA1QAAAFBDREZFQjA5AAEAAgBKAAAAAAAAADihuxAF5RAaobsIACsqVsIAAG1z

cHN0LmRsbAAAAAAATklUQfm/uAEAqgA32W4AAABDOlxXSU5OVFxvdXRsb29rLnBzdAAYAAAAAAAA

ACpFySufFNERiFoAoMlC6heigAAAAAAAABgAAAAAAAAAKkXJK58U0RGIWgCgyULqF8KAAAAQAAAA

aiJyA/Vn0RGIcgCgyULqFyYAAABSRTogSHlkcm9nZW4gUGVyb3hpZGUgRGVjb250YW1pbmF0aW9u

AAAAAAMANgAAAAAAQAA5AICSsU9UAb0BHgBwAAEAAAAmAAAAUkU6IEh5ZHJvZ2VuIFBlcm94aWRl

IERlY29udGFtaW5hdGlvbgAAAAIBcQABAAAAFgAAAAG9AVRPrANyImtn9RHRiHIAoMlC6hcAAB4A

HgwBAAAABQAAAFNNVFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAaAAAAU3R1YXJ0LlRob21wc29uQG1hbi5hYy51awAA

AAMABhBHnXhnAwAHECcEAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAAAtLS0tLU9SSUdJTkFMTUVTU0FHRS0tLS0tRlJP

TTpEQU5JRUxLSU5HU01UUDpES0lOR0BBU1JSQVJTVVNEQUdPVlNFTlQ6VEhVUlNEQVksREVDRU1C

RVIwNCwxOTk3NDoyM1BNAAAAAAIBCRABAAAA4QQAAN0EAAC9BgAATFpGdXf6SHQDAAoAcmNwZzEy

NXYyAPQB9yACpAPjAgBjgmgKwHNldDAgBxOHAoMAUA+2cHJxMhC2Zn0KgAjIIDsJbw4wNbMCgAqB

dWMAUAsDYwBBxQtgbg4QMDMzArIKsYcKhAqECzBsaTM2AUBXFdAWsQNgdAWQdBFEMag2IC0Zgk8F

EGcLgIcHQAXQB5BzYWdlGYMfFsYYlBazCzEYlmktMYw0NAFAF+AxODABQKMM0B0jYiBGA2E6DIO6

YhCgRABwCJADIEsLgABnIFtTTVRQOgRkax/BQEFTUlIALkFSU1VTREHgLkdPVl0WxR5QBmATAjAe

t1RoCHBzZGFseSwfMAWQZQbQBJAgBDA0I7AxOTk3IIA0OjIzIFBNIdcEVG8et0JJT1NBAEZUWUBN

SVRWhk0hcCcxLkVEVSHYGHViahjBHrdIeWQXA2AasAOgUASQb3hpJwEAI8ICIWFtGhF0aT8CIBsv

HDoX5Au2FtNWYZJwBbBpegmAIGgptgJwKkYoSDJPMindL0BhBCAkICoBdRBwLzDvAhAFwAWCKwkg

MPAWxAORLwdAGLAEoCthdiqgdG87MbIAwGwBAC9RKqBmdUUrMGcrYy4gSTLwbX4gC4Az0QeQGLAv

MAuAIP8JcCPwNDAfwRbEC4A0ozKzMwNSMvBueTFiEGAgb5ZmKZAwkSAD8HRoMvB/MfEE9DLCOgE6

oDeQBcBzvS/gYwaQDeAWxDIPcAtQfw3gK2MjsAeAOqAEcDnjdP8JcCtgB4ACMCOwAHAvMARg/wMA

NHAFEB/ROgAWxAERGMG1NDFuGnEuFso2M24YoPc6wTmiNhJ3MPErYDrBB4B/EIAfwjrQQeAH4COB

RLFn7TSAdzvwA6BEBcAfQDewOS8wQ2wkACJxOeNNRKpII7BBQGBvNEByI7D2RRYwFhFkI7BHgBjQ

CHCfLyEy0TvhKZEv4S1wMOF/KqA1sAQgKfEEkCtgBbEo/zrQL188MDPRAxAEAASQMMD/MXM0cU2X

MbEEcEBDSwE0wf0j8HUrcD5wAyBAUjbBP8D+chAwSZABoDGwANBN0StwfweQNhAjMAQANnAEIADA

clZrEIAvIWI5gEE24WPXBdAN4ANgZgkAdx6wFtM3SwACICqgKx0wJJAyNldV4BgAEjAxVpA7UfF4

HVW5NVYgDkEW03dlYlsAkBiwOgMwFdJ1AyBoQQJAcDovL3dZ8C5bMPAYsS4rMFSFLgWgLpx1axgz

WVAWtUUtAMAHAxBY4BZQMTM3Ni6RVpAzMEAFoG1wOaLfNEBbIUKsJCAX4GU0QhBA7wVAOqBS5DrQ

cwhwUgFNeBcypD70NhBGMdNlcCDbKusjsHkIYDpxbAMgQlD9TnR2B0AqgCtgX7IqoD70Z1PBI7Ax

wmV4KyALUGX/I7ASAGMACsBFZDxABbBNcf9nE1/EUuEFoEjBU6Q60GAh9GNrUbF5JDE6ARiDNzH/

BbErcAQQClA0YhAwBZBqoN9lwwuAB3A1gGMiZFJRAiC/BCBf0xoANEFkIjOCYyPw/wUwAaBo4QEA

CcI58iBwZID7QptG4VNJ0ArABUAjMF2xenMrllUDAEjBWKE5gEJ/K4AJABoAULIGEEHgc+FP/wEg

DeAEkHMPSAIAcGyhTZJZdaUuS0KVEsEAeMAAAAADABAQAAAAAAMAERABAAAAAwCAEP////9AAAcw

0CGeOFQBvQFAAAgw0CGeOFQBvQELAACACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAADhQAAAAAAAAMAAoAI

IAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABCFAAAAAAAAAwAFgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAUoUAALcN

AAAeACWACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAABUhQAAAQAAAAQAAAA4LjAAAwAmgAggBgAAAAAAwAAA

AAAAAEYAAAAAAYUAAAAAAAALAC+ACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAOhQAAAAAAAAMAMIAIIAYA

AAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAABGFAAAAAAAAAwAygAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAGIUAAAAAAAAe

AEGACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA2hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgBCgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAA

AEYAAAAAN4UAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQ4AIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADiFAAABAAAAAQAA

AAAAAAAeAD0AAQAAAAUAAABSRTogAAAAAAMADTT9NwAAmU8=

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD0154.510F9BE0--
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Date:         Fri, 5 Dec 1997 09:52:24 +0000

Reply-To:     allan.bennett@camr.org.uk

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     Authenticated sender is <allan.bennett@[172.31.31.27]>

From:         Allan Bennett <allan.bennett@CAMR.ORG.UK>

Organization: camr.org.uk

Subject:      Re: Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Content-transfer-encoding: 7BIT

At the Biosafety Investigation Unit at CAMR we have carried out

investigations into many gaseous disinfectants. We have found

that VPHP is an extremely effective method of quickly

decontaminating air and surfaces in clean environments. However,

when it comes to decontaminating micro-organisms suspended in

organic material such as blood, growth media it may not be so

effective. For a penetrative decontamination of dirty areas we

still would recommend formaldehyde at a high RH although we

know it is not very popular in the USA. It is also a far far cheaper method..

Regards

Allan Bennett

::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::

Allan Bennett

Biosafety Investigation Unit

Centre for Applied Microbiology and Research

Porton Down, Salisbury, SP4 OJG, UK

Tel 44 (0)1980 612392

Fax 44 (0)1980 611384

=========================================================================

Date:         Fri, 5 Dec 1997 09:47:16 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Administrative stuff re: Attachments

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

To folks who feel inclined to send email with attachments please: 1) Have

the attachment in plain ASCII.  Not everyone has whatever software you have

but everyone can read ASCII.  2) Be aware that some sites have firewalls

that prevent attachments from going through.  3) Therefore, if you wish the

widest audience, include it in your email as plain ASCII.

Thank you,

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 8 Dec 1997 10:35:38 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination

In-Reply-To:  <Pine.SOL.3.91.971204112141.27828B-100000@asrr>

Dear Daniel,

try contacting

Astec Microflow in the UK

Tel: 44-1264-362111

Fax: 44-1264-356452

http://www.astec-microflow.co.uk

emial: 101376.1130@compuserve.co

or

USA Astec Microflow USA

8695 College Parkway, Suite 306, Fort Myers,

FL 33919, USA.

Tel: 001 941 489 3200.

Fax: 001 941 489 0922.

These people build H2O2 units and have references

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 8 Dec 1997 10:47:55 +0100

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         DOBLHOFF-DIER OTTO <doblhoff@EDV2.BOKU.AC.AT>

Organization: Universitaet fuer Bodenkultur Wien

Subject:      Re: consultants

In-Reply-To:  <496A7B53820@TELLURIDE.UCHSC.edu>

Dear Therese,

There is an excellent consultant for GMP - gene therapy questions

 Dr. Oscar Mendoza formerly with Rhone Poulenc

(currently with the consulting services Ernst and Young)

Phone: 0033-1-55713818 (office at Rhone Poulenc) or 0033-1-46937466

Fax: 0033-1-47762033

Dr. Mendoza was the person in charge of building the Rhone Poulenc

gene therapy vector production unit.

Cheers

Otto

Otto Doblhoff-Dier, Inst. Appl. Microbiol, Univ. Agric.,

Nussdorfer Laende 11, A-1190 Vienna, Austria, Europe

Tel: *43-1-36006-6204    Fax:*43-1-3697615

EMAIL: doblhoff@edv2.boku.ac.at

WWW: http://www.boku.ac.at/iam/efb/doblhoff/doblhoff.htm
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Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 08:34:12 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Lab Safety Course

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

FYI:

The University of Washington, Department of Environmental Health is holding

a two day course entitled "Laboratory Safety and Health: Beyond the Basics".

The course will take place on March 19-20, 1998.  Their URL is

www.sphcm.washington.edu/DEHWeb/cont_ed.html

Contact Butch Lovelace at lovelace@u.washington.edu for more information.

>

>

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 09:33:08 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P."

              <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Subject:      Johns Hopkins Biosafety Course June 22-26 1998

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------79A1A9B55953A61AB2E49EBF"

This is a multi-part message in MIME format.

--------------79A1A9B55953A61AB2E49EBF

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

The biosafety course given by Johns Hopkins

University entitled Control of Biohazards in the

Research Laboratory will be given in Baltimore,

Maryland on June 22-26, 1998.  The course

announcement and registration information is

presented below:

Richard Gilpin

--------------79A1A9B55953A61AB2E49EBF

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; name="Brochure698ASCI.txt"
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Content-Disposition: inline; filename="Brochure698ASCI.txt"

Control of BIOHAZARDS in the Research Laboratory

June 22-26, 1998

Course Description

The Control of Biohazards in the Research Laboratory is designed to

provide instruction on the recognition and control of biohazards

including infectious agents, oncogenic viruses, recombinant DNA,

chemical carcinogens and other toxic agents. The course is directed

to safety officers, clinical and biomedical laboratory supervisors,

bench scientists, industrial hygienists and technicians. Instruction

will be provided in the practices and procedures of biohazard control

and in the organization, planning and implementation of a biosafety

program.

Course Features:

This four and one half day course consists of lectures, a laboratory

exercise and opportunities for informal discussions with course

faculty, for review of pertinent audiovisual materials and for

examination of biosafety equipment and devices. Theoretical

background and basic principles will be covered.

Subject Areas:

An overview of cell biology and host-parasite relationships

Hazard potential of infectious agents, recombinant DNA and

 oncogenic viruses

Dissemination of contaminants

Equipment designed for safety

Containment concepts: primary and secondary barriers

Personal practices and hygiene

Universal precautions and bloodborne pathogens

Safe handling and housing of laboratory animals

Sterilization and disinfection

Emerging Diseases

Tuberculosis overview

Emergency procedures

Federal regulations involving laboratory safety

Packaging and shipment of biological materials.

General Information

Dates:

June 22-26, 1998

Place:

Omni Inner Harbor Hotel

101 West Fayette Street

Baltimore, MD 21201

(410) 752-1100

Registration:

8:00-8:30 a.m., Monday, June 22, 1998

Fee:

$1475 per person to include registration, continental breakfasts,

refreshments, 2 lunches and a banquet.  All fees are payable in

advance.  A letter confirming enrollment will be sent to each

registrant.  Foreign payments must be made in a draft on a U.S. bank.

Only one-half of the fee will be returned if withdrawal is made after

May 20, 1998.

Course Credits:

This program qualifies for 3 continuing education credits from the

Johns Hopkins University.

This course also qualifies for 4.5 ABIH Certification Maintenance

Credits.

Course Manual:

A course manual will provide lecture outlines, data tables and

graphics used in the lectures, and supporting materials.

Social Functions:

A complimentary banquet for registrants will be held on Thursday will

be held on Thursday, June 25.  Guests are invited for a charge of $ 40.00.

Lodging:

Accommodations have been reserved at the Omni Inner Harbor Hotel.

Rate: $159 Single or Double - guaranteed until May 25, 1997.

Note:

The Johns Hopkins University reserves the right to cancel the course,

in which case the enrollment fee will be fully refunded to the

applicant.

Course Directors

Byron S. Tepper, Ph.D., CSP is the former Director of the Office of

Safety and Environmental Health of The Johns Hopkins University and

The Johns Hopkins Hospital. He was an Associate Professor of

Environmental Health Sciences, The Johns Hopkins University School

of Hygiene and Public Health, and Associate Professor of Occupational

Medicine, The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. He is a

Fellow of the American Academy of Microbiology. Dr. Tepper is a

microbiologist who entered the field of biosafety after 15 years of

research on leprosy and other mycobacterial diseases.  He is a

Certified Safety Professional with more than 25 years experience

in biosafety, occupational safety and environmental health.  He

developed and has continuously directed the course "Control of

Biohazards in the Research Laboratory" which has been presented at

Johns Hopkins since 1979.  He is a charter member and a Past-

President of the American Biological Safety Association (ABSA).  He

is past president of the ABSA Chesapeake Area Chapter and the Campus

Safety Association (CSA). Dr. Tepper is a recognized consultant in

biosafety, laboratory safety, laboratory design and hospital safety.

He is currently the CEO of BioControl, Inc., environmental health and

safety consultants.

Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P., is Director, Biosafety Division,

Department of Health, Safety and Environment at Johns Hopkins

University and Johns Hopkins Hospital.  He is also Assistant

Professor of Occupational Medicine at the Johns Hopkins University

School of Medicine.  Dr. Gilpin is a basic/clinical/industrial

research microbiologist with more than 25 years experience in

research, product development and environmental health.  He joined

Hopkins eight years ago after managing a department of research and

development for a major in-vitro diagnostic manufacturer.  Dr. Gilpin

has developed and directed microbiology courses for medical students,

graduate students, and pharmaceutical company marketing personnel.

He is a Registered Biological Safety Professional, Council Officer of

the American Biological Safety Association, and Past President of the

Chesapeake Area Biological Safety Association.  He is a member of the

American Society for Microbiology, the American Society of Safety

Engineers, and the American Academy for the Advancement of Science.

Dr. Gilpin is a recognized consultant in environmental microbiology

including environmental monitoring of legionella bacteria, indoor

fungi, laboratory and hospital safety, and the role of microorganisms

in indoor air quality.

Course Registration Form - June 1998

Please mail remittance and completed registration to:

    Dawn Brewer, Registrar              (410) 614-5118

    Center for Occupational and Environmental Health

    The Johns Hopkins University

    2024 E Monument Street, Suite 1-300

    Baltimore, MD 21205-2223

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________

City: _____________________State: ____ Zip Code: _________________

Telephone Number: (     )_______________ Fax (      )_____________

Social Security Number:___________________________________________

Employer__________________________________________________________

*Please make checks in the amount of $1475.00 payable to:

JHU Biohazards Course.  Check or purchase order must accompany

registration form to guarantee enrollment in the course.

Hotel Reservation Form

Please complete and mail to:

 Omni Inner Harbor Hotel      Telephone  (800) THE-OMNI

 101 W. Fayette Street        Telephone  (410) 752-1100

 Baltimore, MD  21201         Fax (410)  625-9646

I am enrolled in the Biohazards Course presented by the Johns Hopkins

University, June 22-26, 1998. Please make the following reservation.

Room Rates-  $159 Single  or Double, per night.

 Single(s)    Doubles    for    nights

Room rates guaranteed until May 25, 1998.

Name ________________________________________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________

City                      State      Zip Code _______________

Area Code/ Telephone Number _________________________________

Arrival Date                Departure Date __________________

Please hold my reservation for late arrival __________

Reservations may be guaranteed for late arrival by one night's

deposit.  Include check payable to the hotel or use major credit card.

AMEX________ VISA_________ MASTER CARD ________

Card #______________________________Exp. Date____________

Signature___________________________Date________________

For Further Information Contact

Dr. Byron S. Tepper             Dr. Richard W. Gilpin

Phone: (410) 828-6330           Phone: (410) 955-5918

Fax: (410) 828-6331             Fax: (410) 955-5929

                                Email: gilpin@welchlink.welch.jhu.edu

--------------79A1A9B55953A61AB2E49EBF--
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Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 09:53:52 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Lab Safety Course -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Does this course prepare one for ABSA certification?

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 09:08:28 -0700

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Tom Sawicki <tsawicki@ARS.USDA.GOV>

Subject:      Hydrogen Peroxide Decontamination -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Try Scott Rusk at NADC.

Tom Sawicki, Safety Officer, PIADC

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 11:48:03 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Richard W. Gilpin, Ph.D., R.B.P."

              <gilpin@WELCHLINK.WELCH.JHU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Lab Safety Course -Reply

MIME-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

Yes

FRANCIS COLE wrote:

> Does this course prepare one for ABSA certification?

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 12:08:51 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Lab Safety Course -Reply

In-Reply-To:  <s48d1542.004@ochsner.org>

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

At 09:53 AM 12/9/97 -0600, you wrote:

>Does this course prepare one for ABSA certification?

>

Depending which course you refer to:

If you mean the University of Washington, Department of Environmental

Health two day course entitled "Laboratory Safety and Health: Beyond the

Basics".

The answer is probably NO.

If you refer to the biosafety course given by Johns Hopkins, this is one of

the most comprehensive biosafety courses around. It probably will help in

your preparation for the certification. In this context the answer is YES.

However, does ABSA endorse this course as an official preparation course

for the certification exam? This answer is currently NO.

Will there be an official prep course, endorsed by ABSA?

The answer is probably YES.

Will it be the John Hopkins or University of Washington course?

The answer is probably NO, since ABSA is currently exploring the

establishment of a new, unique course for the certification purpose alone.

However, one never knows.....

Hope this helps.

Stefan

(stefan@msu.edu)

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 13:47:34 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Lab Safety Course -Reply -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

It helps mucho.  Thanks Stefan.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 9 Dec 1997 13:48:53 -0600

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Lab Safety Course -Reply -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Thanks Richard.  Francis

=========================================================================

Date:         Wed, 10 Dec 1997 08:58:08 EST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Comments:     RFC822 error: <W> SUBJECT field duplicated. Last occurrence was

              retained.

Comments:     RFC822 error: <W> SUBJECT field duplicated. Last occurrence was

              retained.

From:         "Education, Continuing" <Contedu@SPH.HARVARD.EDU>

Subject:      1998

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII

Testing and Certification of Biological Safety Cabinets

June 15-19, 1998

Course Directors: Melvin W. First, ScD, PE, CIH; Stephen N. Rudnick, ScD,

CIH; John M. Price, MS, CIH, CSP

Benefit from a comprehensive review for NSF's written and practical

examinations, held in conjunction with this course.  Includes two days of

hands-on laboratory sessions.

To request a full brochure (available January 1998), reply to

contedu@sph.harvard.edu with your full mailing address.

Center for Continuing Professional Education (contedu@sph.harvard.edu)

Harvard School of Public Health

677 Huntington Avenue, LL-23

Boston, MA  02115-6096

Phone: (617) 432-1171

Fax: (617) 432-1969

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/ccpe/ccpe.html
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Date:         Sat, 13 Dec 1997 09:49:03 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Paul Tranchell <tranch@AIUSA.COM>

Organization: Soaring Eagle Safety Consultants

Subject:      Herpes B Virus Death

MIME-Version: 1.0
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Content-Transfer-Encoding: 7bit

I heard about a researcher in Atlanta who died from Herpes B Virus on a

Safety List Serv.  I have not seen anything here so I thaught that I

would pass it along.  The following internet addresses have press

reports.

http://www.cnn.com/HEALTH/9712/11/researcher.death/

http://www.cnn.com/HEALTH/9712/12/monkey.virus/index.html

Just a reminder regarding how serious our jobs are.

Does any one have anything more scientific and less emotional to share?

Paul Tranchell CSP, CIH

=========================================================================

Date:         Mon, 15 Dec 1997 13:14:47 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lindsey Kayman <kayman@UMDNJ.EDU>

Subject:      NJ job opening near Phila

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

UMDNJ, the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey, the

nation's largest comprehensive Health Sciences University, is seeking a

Laboratory Safety Specialist for the Stratford Campus, 25 minutes from

downtown Philadelphia.  The salary range is from $42,240 - $52,030.

Reporting to the Campus Safety Manager, this individual will identify,

evaluate, eliminate and/or minimize occupational and environmental

hazards in laboratories and related premises.

In addition to a Masters degree in industrial hygiene, environmental or

occupational health sciences, chemistry or a related technical

discipline, a minimum of three (3) years of professional work experience

in the field of industrial hygiene, laboratory safety, or

occupational/environmental health prevention programs is required.  A

Bachelor's degree and five years of experience i laboratory safety,

industrial hygiene, or occupational/environmental safety is also

acceptable.  Thorough knowledge of laboratory safety principles is

imperative.  Considerable knowledge of industial hygiene equipment, uses

and methodology as well as the ability to calibrate and maintain

monitoring equipment is necessary.  Ability to prepare clear, accurate

and informative reports including investigative findings, conclusions,

and recommendations along with superior interpersonal and oral

presentation skills are needed.

UMDNJ offers a competitive salary and a comprehensive benefits package.

Please send your resume to:  Ms. Barbara Swinton, Human Resources, UMDNJ,

Primary Care Center, Suite 111, 40 E Laurel Rd. Stratford, NJ 08084.

UMDNJ is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer, m/f/d/v, and a

member of the University Health System of New Jersey.
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Date:         Tue, 16 Dec 1997 11:57:21 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Cert exam question

Mime-Version: 1.0
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Hello ABSA people!  What are we supposed to call ourselves - like on

business cards SM(ASM)BSM?  No one will know what that means.  Any

suggestions - or is there an official acronym for this?  It would be nice

if the acronym could have at least a passing similarity to the field - BSP

for Biosafety Professional or CBSM or CBM for certified biosafety

microbiologist.

Merry Christmas

Judy Pointer

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Date:         Tue, 16 Dec 1997 13:45:58 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cert exam question

Mime-Version: 1.0
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At 11:57 AM 12/16/97 -0500, Judy Pointer wrote:

>Hello ABSA people!  What are we supposed to call ourselves - like on

>business cards SM(ASM)BSM?  No one will know what that means.  Any

>suggestions - or is there an official acronym for this?  It would be nice

>if the acronym could have at least a passing similarity to the field - BSP

>for Biosafety Professional or CBSM or CBM for certified biosafety

>microbiologist.

>

According to the ASM/NRM folks we are SM(NRM) -- i.e. Specialist

Microbiologist (National Registry of Microbiologists).  Hopefully ABSA will

issue something such as CBP (certified biosafety professional).

Congrats to all who took the exam.  I am happy to report that the three

folks from our office who took the exam all passed (Linda Wolfe, Elizabeth

Gilman and myself).

Happy Hanukkah,

Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

rfink@mit.edu
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Date:         Tue, 16 Dec 1997 10:47:40 PST

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Glenn Funk <GLENNF_at_ehs@CCMAIL.UCSF.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Cert exam question

     Hi, Judy -

     I asked the same question at the La Jolla conference and was told (by

     Byron Tepper, I think) that ABSA had intended that this be a true

     professional certification and that we could use CBSP (for Certified

     Biological Safety Professional).  I don't know if this is still

     accurate so I'm looking forward to what others have heard.  And, as

     you mentioned, we can also use SM(AAM), courtesy of what I assume is

     the American Academy of Microbiology.  Just what I always wanted to be

     - a certified Sado-Masochist!  By the way, wanna trade certification

     numbers?  I got Lucky 13 ...

     -- Glenn

     Glenn A. Funk, Ph.D.

     Biosafety Officer

     UC San Francisco

     415-476-2097

     ehs%glennf@ccmail.ucsf.edu

______________________________ Reply Separator _________________________________

Subject: Cert exam question

Author:  A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU> at INTERNET

Date:    12/16/97 10:02 AM

Hello ABSA people!  What are we supposed to call ourselves - like on

business cards SM(ASM)BSM?  No one will know what that means.  Any

suggestions - or is there an official acronym for this?  It would be nice

if the acronym could have at least a passing similarity to the field - BSP

for Biosafety Professional or CBSM or CBM for certified biosafety

microbiologist.

Merry Christmas

Judy Pointer

MD Anderson Cancer Center

Houston, TX

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Gillian Norton <gmnorton@JULIAN.UWO.CA>

Subject:      Re: Cert exam question

In-Reply-To:  <9712161845.AA25138@MIT.MIT.EDU>
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I assumed that registered Biological Safety Professionals ( i.e by

verification of education and experience) were RBP and the new

qualification by examination was to be CBP? Please let us all know what the

correct and official designations are.

At 01:45 PM 12/16/97 -0500, you wrote:

>At 11:57 AM 12/16/97 -0500, Judy Pointer wrote:

>>Hello ABSA people!  What are we supposed to call ourselves - like on

>>business cards SM(ASM)BSM?  No one will know what that means.  Any

>>suggestions - or is there an official acronym for this?  It would be nice

>>if the acronym could have at least a passing similarity to the field - BSP

>>for Biosafety Professional or CBSM or CBM for certified biosafety

>>microbiologist.

>>

>

>According to the ASM/NRM folks we are SM(NRM) -- i.e. Specialist

>Microbiologist (National Registry of Microbiologists).  Hopefully ABSA will

>issue something such as CBP (certified biosafety professional).

>

>Congrats to all who took the exam.  I am happy to report that the three

>folks from our office who took the exam all passed (Linda Wolfe, Elizabeth

>Gilman and myself).

>

>Happy Hanukkah,

>

>Richie Fink,  Assoc. Biosafety Officer,  Mass. Inst. of Tech.

>rfink@mit.edu

>
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         FRANCIS COLE <FCOLE@OCHSNER.ORG>

Subject:      Re: Cert exam question -Reply

Mime-Version: 1.0

Content-Type: text/plain

Well, I'm glad I threw the egg in the stew.  No insult intended to

Microbiology, I minored in it in grad school, but, it seems to me that ABSA

people are not limited to anyone area of expertise even though we may

have the responsibility for safety in all sorts of different areas from haz-

mat, to animal rooms, to lab benches, to double helices.  Soo, I don't think

any acronym catagorinzing us as a subspecies (my pun) of microbiology

is appropriate.  I think that ABSA should have its own, recognizing

BIOLOGICAL SAFTY(sic) as its own area comensurate with the global

nature (pun 2) of its expertise.

=========================================================================

Date:         Tue, 16 Dec 1997 20:10:52 -0500

Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Andrew Braun <andrew820@WORLDNET.ATT.NET>

Subject:      Some Information about the Herpes B Incident
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Biosafty'ers:

        Here is a message from a veterinarian at Yerkes describing the B virus

death. As it was sent to a ListServe with over 2,000 subscribers it is

certainly public domain.

        Andy Braun

From: Brent Swenson

To: COMPMED@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

Subject: B-virus

Date: Sunday, December 14, 1997 2:35PM

I appreciate Ken's expression of sympathy regarding the

young woman who died here. As you would expect, the mood is

generally pretty somber. There is, understandably, a lot

of professional concern within the research community, and in

particular an interest in details that might help prevent a

recurrence here or elsewhere. If y'all will realize that my

knowledge of this case is second and third-hand - so this

account should be viewed as an anecdotal rather than author-

itative summary - I can try to fill you in on the some of the

particulars insofar as I understand them.

The employee was a 22-year old research assistant who was

assisting with the annual survey (our annual "round-up") of

one group of rhesus monkeys housed in an outdoor corral at our

field station. The process involves running the group (around

100 animals in this group) into an indoor capture area, from

which they are moved into aluminum transfer boxes and shifted

from there into a squeeze cage where they are anesthetized

with ketamine. Once immobilized, they are weighed, TB tested,

examined, tattooed, dewormed, etc. and returned to another part

of the capture area for recovery. While shifting one of the

animals the young technician sustained an exposure to her

eye of a small amount of material that was not further

identified. She reportedly cleaned the eye with a towel (but

did not irrigate it), and didn't perceive it to be or report

it as an exposure. Consequently, no notice was taken of which

animal was involved and most of the people working with her were

unaware of the incident at the time it occurred or for several

days thereafter.

Approximately 10 days later she developed conjunctivitis for

which she consulted a private ophthalmologist. Although she

told the doctor she worked with monkeys, B-virus was reportedly

not initially considered (I suspect the doctor was not familiar

with B-virus). There was also apparently a confound in that

she had sustained a small cat scratch to the same area, and cat

scratch disease was initially considered until she recalled

that the symptoms preceded the cat scratch. As I understand

it, the conjunctivitis worsened in spite of antibiotic treat-

ment. She then contacted our nurse who facilitated the refer-

ral to the occupational physicians and the infectious disease

specialist. She developed vesicular lesions around the eye,

severe local pain, headache and fever. She was started on

intravenous acyclovir and then ganciclovir to which she showed

good initial response with resolution of the periocular lesions

and pain. Most of us at this point were hoping (vainly as it

turns out) that this was a case of zoster, until B virus infec-

tion was confirmed by a rise in antibody titer. She improved

sufficiently to be released, still on IV antivirals (her family

were all medical people), but within 24 hours she was readmit-

ted with an ascending paralysis. In part because of her initial

response to antivirals, it was suspected that the paralysis

might be secondary and due to a Guillain-Barre like condition.

She was intubated and placed on respiratory support, continued

on antivirals, but also given dexamethasone and plasmapheresis.

However, although there was some neurological improvement,

pneumonia, coagulopathy and anemia supervened. A persistent

fever in the realm of 106 F ensued and she did not recover.

We routinely discuss B-virus in our orientation for personnel,

require use of gloves, masks, head covers, footwear and

outer clothing that is not worn home for working with monkeys,

but face shields have only been required when hosing cages or

otherwise producing aerosols. We have good compliance with

immediate scrubbing and reporting of bites and scratches but

we haven't typically emphasized environmental splashes as

B virus exposures. Eye protection has been aimed mainly at

preventing chemical or physical eye injury or are used around

chimpanzees that are spitters or throwers. Possible changes in

policy and procedures that will result are still being deter-

mined, but I suspect that the following, at least, will likely

occur. A "medic-alert" type, laminated card with instructions

and phone numbers will be issued to all personnel, to alert "non-

system" physicians that may be consulted of the risk of B-virus

exposure and whom to contact for information. Eye protection

will probably be required to work with monkeys, regardless of

the procedures being conducted, and training procedures will

probably be emended to give more emphasis to the possibility of

mucosal exposures.

Brent Swenson D.V.M.

Yerkes Regional Primate Center

Emory University

Atlanta, GA 30322

(404) 727-7756

E-mail brent@rmy.emory.edu
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Andrew Braun wrote:

>

> Biosafty'ers:

>         Here is a message from a veterinarian at Yerkes describing the B virus

> death. As it was sent to a ListServe with over 2,000 subscribers it is

> certainly public domain.

>         Andy Braun

>

> From: Brent Swenson

> To: COMPMED@LISTSERV.AALAS.ORG

> Subject: B-virus

> Date: Sunday, December 14, 1997 2:35PM

>

> I appreciate Ken's expression of sympathy regarding the

> young woman who died here. As you would expect, the mood is

> generally pretty somber. There is, understandably, a lot

> of professional concern within the research community, and in

> particular an interest in details that might help prevent a

> recurrence here or elsewhere. If y'all will realize that my

> knowledge of this case is second and third-hand - so this

> account should be viewed as an anecdotal rather than author-

> itative summary - I can try to fill you in on the some of the

> particulars insofar as I understand them.

>

> The employee was a 22-year old research assistant who was

> assisting with the annual survey (our annual "round-up") of

> one group of rhesus monkeys housed in an outdoor corral at our

> field station. The process involves running the group (around

> 100 animals in this group) into an indoor capture area, from

> which they are moved into aluminum transfer boxes and shifted

> from there into a squeeze cage where they are anesthetized

> with ketamine. Once immobilized, they are weighed, TB tested,

> examined, tattooed, dewormed, etc. and returned to another part

> of the capture area for recovery. While shifting one of the

> animals the young technician sustained an exposure to her

> eye of a small amount of material that was not further

> identified. She reportedly cleaned the eye with a towel (but

> did not irrigate it), and didn't perceive it to be or report

> it as an exposure. Consequently, no notice was taken of which

> animal was involved and most of the people working with her were

> unaware of the incident at the time it occurred or for several

> days thereafter.

>

> Approximately 10 days later she developed conjunctivitis for

> which she consulted a private ophthalmologist. Although she

> told the doctor she worked with monkeys, B-virus was reportedly

> not initially considered (I suspect the doctor was not familiar

> with B-virus). There was also apparently a confound in that

> she had sustained a small cat scratch to the same area, and cat

> scratch disease was initially considered until she recalled

> that the symptoms preceded the cat scratch. As I understand

> it, the conjunctivitis worsened in spite of antibiotic treat-

> ment. She then contacted our nurse who facilitated the refer-

> ral to the occupational physicians and the infectious disease

> specialist. She developed vesicular lesions around the eye,

> severe local pain, headache and fever. She was started on

> intravenous acyclovir and then ganciclovir to which she showed

> good initial response with resolution of the periocular lesions

> and pain. Most of us at this point were hoping (vainly as it

> turns out) that this was a case of zoster, until B virus infec-

> tion was confirmed by a rise in antibody titer. She improved

> sufficiently to be released, still on IV antivirals (her family

> were all medical people), but within 24 hours she was readmit-

> ted with an ascending paralysis. In part because of her initial

> response to antivirals, it was suspected that the paralysis

> might be secondary and due to a Guillain-Barre like condition.

> She was intubated and placed on respiratory support, continued

> on antivirals, but also given dexamethasone and plasmapheresis.

> However, although there was some neurological improvement,

> pneumonia, coagulopathy and anemia supervened. A persistent

> fever in the realm of 106 F ensued and she did not recover.

>

> We routinely discuss B-virus in our orientation for personnel,

> require use of gloves, masks, head covers, footwear and

> outer clothing that is not worn home for working with monkeys,

> but face shields have only been required when hosing cages or

> otherwise producing aerosols. We have good compliance with

> immediate scrubbing and reporting of bites and scratches but

> we haven't typically emphasized environmental splashes as

> B virus exposures. Eye protection has been aimed mainly at

> preventing chemical or physical eye injury or are used around

> chimpanzees that are spitters or throwers. Possible changes in

> policy and procedures that will result are still being deter-

> mined, but I suspect that the following, at least, will likely

> occur. A "medic-alert" type, laminated card with instructions

> and phone numbers will be issued to all personnel, to alert "non-

> system" physicians that may be consulted of the risk of B-virus

> exposure and whom to contact for information. Eye protection

> will probably be required to work with monkeys, regardless of

> the procedures being conducted, and training procedures will

> probably be emended to give more emphasis to the possibility of

> mucosal exposures.

>

> Brent Swenson D.V.M.

> Yerkes Regional Primate Center

> Emory University

> Atlanta, GA 30322

> (404) 727-7756

> E-mail brent@rmy.emory.edu

Could someone please explain why there was no eye protection (goggles)

requirement for this type of activity which involved a population of

animals known to spit, throw feces, etc.?

Dan Liberman
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Kent Osborn <kgosb@SCRIPPS.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Herpes B, "spitters and throwers"

Mime-Version: 1.0
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The species involved in this incident are rhesus macaques (Macaca mulatta),

a medium sized Asian monkey.  They do not spit or throw feces.  The

"spitters and throwers" Dr. Swenson referred to are chimpanzees.  With the

hindsight gained from this case, all facilities housing macaques (source of

herpes B virus) likely will follow the procedures he briefly mentions,

including:

>>Eye protection will probably be required to work with monkeys, regardless of

>> the procedures being conducted, and training procedures will

>> probably be emended to give more emphasis to the possibility of

>> mucosal exposures.

Kent Osborn

>Date:    Tue, 16 Dec 1997 21:34:00 -0800

>From:    "daniel f. liberman" <dliberma@EROLS.COM>

>Subject: Re: Some Information about the Herpes B Incident

>Could someone please explain why there was no eye protection (goggles)

>requirement for this type of activity which involved a population of

>animals known to spit, throw feces, etc.?

>

>Dan Liberman

excerpted from Brent Swenson's letter regarding the recent Herpes B incident:

>> who was assisting with the annual survey (our annual "round-up") of one

group of _rhesus monkeys_

>> Eye protection has been aimed mainly at preventing chemical or physical

eye injury or are used around

>> _chimpanzees_ that are spitters or throwers

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

Kent Osborn, DVM, PhD                  INTERNET: kgosb@scripps.edu

Department of Animal Resources, MB-18

The Scripps Research Institute

10550 N. Torrey Pines Rd.

La Jolla, CA 92037      *  PHONE:619.784.2260  *  FAX:619.784.9864
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: Herpes B, "spitters and throwers"
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     Dr. Orborn's common-sense defense is good. However:

     It has been our practice to at least require SOME FORM of eye

     protection in every animal room regardless of circumstances for many

     years. While animal rooms usually contain a lot fewer hazardous

     materials than labs, and they don't usually jump up and shove

     themselves in your eyes unassisted, we feel that as for labs, eye

     protection in animal areas (at our place, even just in "clean"

     corridors) is simply de rigeur (sp?). Isn't this the case?

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

     rnorman@mabioservices.com
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Lisa Johnson <johnsonl@ODRGE.ODR.GEORGETOWN.EDU>

Subject:      Transgenic animal guidelines
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Our facility is interested in developing guidelines for use and production

of transgenic animals. If anyone has any suggestions as to where we could

locate examples of written materials or procedures, it would be greatly

appreciated.

Lisa A. Johnson

Safety Specialist/ Health Physicist

Office of Environmental Health & Safety

Georgetown University Medical Center

Washington D.C. 20007

202-687-4712

johnsonl@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu
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Subject:      Re: Transgenic animal guidelines
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This would be a useful topic for many of us to read about. Even though =

the laws are different in Europe, we can still learn from the principles =

used by others. Please post answers to the group. Thank you.

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England

-----Original Message-----

From:   Lisa Johnson [SMTP:johnsonl@ODRGE.ODR.GEORGETOWN.EDU]

Sent:   Thursday, December 18, 1997 3:45 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Transgenic animal guidelines

Our facility is interested in developing guidelines for use and =

production

of transgenic animals. If anyone has any suggestions as to where we =

could

locate examples of written materials or procedures, it would be greatly

appreciated.

Lisa A. Johnson

Safety Specialist/ Health Physicist

Office of Environmental Health & Safety

Georgetown University Medical Center

Washington D.C. 20007

202-687-4712

johnsonl@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

------ =_NextPart_000_01BD0BD0.9E4D96B0

Content-Type: application/ms-tnef
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eJ8+Ii8QAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABACEA

AABSRTogVHJhbnNnZW5pYyBhbmltYWwgZ3VpZGVsaW5lcwDaCwEFgAMADgAAAM0HDAASABAAEgAu

AAQARgEBIIADAA4AAADNBwwAEgAQABAAMwAEAEkBAQmAAQAhAAAARTM2RjUxOUVCNDc3RDExMTg4

NzIwMEEwQzk0MkVBMTcADQcBA5AGANwHAAAiAAAACwACAAEAAAALACMAAQAAAAMAJgAAAAAACwAp

AAEAAAADAC4AAAAAAAIBMQABAAAA0AAAAFBDREZFQjA5AAEAAgBKAAAAAAAAADihuxAF5RAaobsI

ACsqVsIAAG1zcHN0LmRsbAAAAAAATklUQfm/uAEAqgA32W4AAABDOlxXSU5OVFxvdXRsb29rLnBz

dAAYAAAAAAAAACpFySufFNERiFoAoMlC6heigAAAAAAAABgAAAAAAAAAKkXJK58U0RGIWgCgyULq

F8KAAAAQAAAA429RnrR30RGIcgCgyULqFyEAAABSRTogVHJhbnNnZW5pYyBhbmltYWwgZ3VpZGVs

aW5lcwADADYAAAAAAEAAOQCQ+Imd0Au9AR4AcAABAAAAIQAAAFJFOiBUcmFuc2dlbmljIGFuaW1h

bCBndWlkZWxpbmVzAAAAAAIBcQABAAAAFgAAAAG9C9Cdg55Rb+R3tBHRiHIAoMlC6hcAAB4AHgwB

AAAABQAAAFNNVFAAAAAAHgAfDAEAAAAaAAAAU3R1YXJ0LlRob21wc29uQG1hbi5hYy51awAAAAMA

BhCz0A53AwAHEPkCAAAeAAgQAQAAAGUAAABUSElTV09VTERCRUFVU0VGVUxUT1BJQ0ZPUk1BTllP

RlVTVE9SRUFEQUJPVVRFVkVOVEhPVUdIVEhFTEFXU0FSRURJRkZFUkVOVElORVVST1BFLFdFQ0FO

U1RJTExMRUFSTkZSAAAAAAIBCRABAAAA0QMAAM0DAAA5BQAATFpGdRqTQfB3AAoBAwH3IAKkA+MC

AGOCaArAc2V0MCAHE4cCgwBQDvZwcnEyD/YmfQqACMggOwlvMjVmNQKACoF1YwBQCwNjAwBBC2Bu

ZzEwMzORArEgVGgEACB3CGAAbGQgYmUgYSAKdQ+wZhaAIHRvcDhpYyACEAXAA4F5IKxvZhcBF3Eg

CXBhFqCDAaAIYHQuIEV2CfDlF3BoCGBnaBoBFtALYK53BCAKwBbQZAaQZgSQPwnwBUALgBmwCHAX

kGUsyxZQFtBjA5FzdAMQAyB+bBkQBKEDUhpzEUALgGP/BSAdcAQgFxEWoRhRGoEPoN0ZoFAdcQ+w

HlBvHRAW4H8AgBygD6AYwhqCCcAIYHBHGaAWEABwayB5CGAuxwqiCoQKgFN0dQrABUCzFhADcHBz

AiAi1EgZELJsGhAgJgYBG4B0GFDdBmF2F7AHkCLUVQMAGdDtD6BpJbEYcU0AcA9wB5D2dASQItRF

FXAVUQsxIvjhCvRsaTM2AUAVEAFAFxFAH5AFkHQQhDE2IOotK9JPBRBnC4AHQAXQ4QeQc2FnZSvT

ItYq5AcqsQsTKuZpLTE0NOMBQCowMTgwAUAM0C9zqGIgRgNhOgyDYg/gxkwEABbwSm9oAIACIAAg

W1NNVFA6agEx9GxAT0RSR0UqLjNRLjOATzNxVE+AV04uRURVXSLVPzCgBmACMDEHFhAIcHNk1GF5

HIBEBZBlBtAEkAYgL+AcgDE5OTcgUDM6NDUgAE0051QCbzEHQklPU0FGAFRZQE1JVFZNHEEuOkE0

kjTodWJq+ysRNbhyAHEtAAMAF8AAcGMHcCyBZ3VpAQAqMG6/JkYt3yr0KjQLtiLjTwhw/xfQANAD

ECcyFjELgCgRJ/L/FqAb8QEAGdAJABegFXA9yd8X0xcRIMEWoCrRZBSAHSDbJGYYcXQ8zh/hSRiA

GDHfAiAW0A+AGvEYQXMaQC0A7x0RAiAa8Rizdx+xFtAcoh8WciLUCQAc0CgQIGV47mEkMB7SGHF3

BRACQBnh/wDAKBEHMUxBBcAq0SYwRaA/QrEcgCcwFlgJwUuQbHn5ItRhcBFABZAHMELhIsv/MZM6

kDHWIzUlhRxgUIEqMIkdEC8gJOVQaHkAkP8eoB0QQRUBICYhGGIooCYQfQNgbgeAAjAsgSTtItRH

7mUFsC0AF4B3A6AmySywtxtQHNADIEMbsSgmVyBAjxYgFXAXgAOgRC5DGaAbAdAwADci1AHQMi02

gDg3LTQ3MTIi1NcyxwRwWJEuXmEuLQBYhi4uTiEi1BIBAGCAAAAAAwAQEAAAAAADABEQAAAAAAMA

gBD/////QAAHMJAmUFnQC70BQAAIMJAmUFnQC70BCwAAgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAA4UA

AAAAAAADAAKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAQhQAAAAAAAAMABYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABG

AAAAAFKFAAC3DQAAHgAlgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAVIUAAAEAAAAEAAAAOC4wAAMAJoAI

IAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAGFAAAAAAAACwAvgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAADoUAAAAA

AAADADCACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAARhQAAAAAAAAMAMoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAA

ABiFAAAAAAAAHgBBgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAANoUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQoAIIAYA

AAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADeFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAEOACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA4

hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgA9AAEAAAAFAAAAUkU6IAAAAAADAA00/TcAAJji
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From:         Judy Pointer <jpointer@NOTES.MDACC.TMC.EDU>

Subject:      Re: Transgenic animal guidelines
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We've had discussions about transgenic biosafety on the newsgroup before.

Mainly these revolved around whether they should be reviewed/approved by

the IBCs as recombinant DNA experiments.  Looks like NIH is getting ready

to clarify it a bit with some amendments to make the purchase of

transgenics not covered by the rDNA guide but the generation of them to be

covered by it.  To clarify all this, some at our institute, are going to

hold a little internal pow-wow early in Jan. and try and sort it out.  Up

to now, we usually have not been reviewing either situation formally.

After the meeting, I will get back to you all about their decision).

I have generally considered safety concerns from transgenic experiments to

be mainly an environmental issue (not an employee safety concern).  In

other words, security to keep the little burgers from escaping into the

environment and cross-breeding with wild animals, would be the only

concern.  We have had a few of them disappear in the past.  We suspect that

it was investigator sabotage, rather than escape.  But some at this meeting

may come up with other safety concerns.  If any of you have insights into

the safety of handling transgenic animals, that I've overlooked, I'd

appreciate your input.  I'll take your e-mails to the pow-wow with me.

Judy Pointer

UT MD Anderson

jpointer@mdacc.tmc.edu

Stuart.Thompson@MAN.AC.UK on 12/18/97 10:18:46 AM

Please respond to BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

To:   BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

cc:    (bcc: Judy M. Pointer/MDACC)

Subject:  Re: Transgenic animal guidelines

This would be a useful topic for many of us to read about. Even though the

laws are different in Europe, we can still learn from the principles used

by others. Please post answers to the group. Thank you.

Stuart Thompson

Health & Safety Services

University of Manchester

England

-----Original Message-----

From:   Lisa Johnson [SMTP:johnsonl@ODRGE.ODR.GEORGETOWN.EDU]

Sent:   Thursday, December 18, 1997 3:45 PM

To:     BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU

Subject:        Transgenic animal guidelines

Our facility is interested in developing guidelines for use and production

of transgenic animals. If anyone has any suggestions as to where we could

locate examples of written materials or procedures, it would be greatly

appreciated.

Lisa A. Johnson

Safety Specialist/ Health Physicist

Office of Environmental Health & Safety

Georgetown University Medical Center

Washington D.C. 20007

202-687-4712

johnsonl@odrge.odr.georgetown.edu

--0__=pO19q390jvWc0OwQ27b73SF52kLObvVFSfR5sutMabBcHKhBfwHZ3jRT

Content-type: application/octet-stream;

        name="att1.unk"

Content-transfer-encoding: base64

eJ8+Ii8QAQaQCAAEAAAAAAABAAEAAQeQBgAIAAAA5AQAAAAAAADoAAEIgAcAGAAAAElQTS5NaWNy

b3NvZnQgTWFpbC5Ob3RlADEIAQ2ABAACAAAAAgACAAEEkAYA0AEAAAEAAAAQAAAAAwAAMAIAAAAL

AA8OAAAAAAIB/w8BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQGZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERp

c2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1JVFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAB4AAjABAAAABQAA

AFNNVFAAAAAAHgADMAEAAAAYAAAAQklPU0FGVFlATUlUVk1BLk1JVC5FRFUAAwAVDAEAAAADAP4P

BgAAAB4AATABAAAAHgAAACdBIEJpb3NhZmV0eSBEaXNjdXNzaW9uIExpc3QnAAAAAgELMAEAAAAd

AAAAU01UUDpCSU9TQUZUWUBNSVRWTUEuTUlULkVEVQAAAAADAAA5AAAAAAsAQDoBAAAAHgD2XwEA

AAAcAAAAQSBCaW9zYWZldHkgRGlzY3Vzc2lvbiBMaXN0AAIB918BAAAAUQAAAAAAAACBKx+kvqMQ

GZ1uAN0BD1QCAAAAAEEgQmlvc2FmZXR5IERpc2N1c3Npb24gTGlzdABTTVRQAEJJT1NBRlRZQE1J

VFZNQS5NSVQuRURVAAAAAAMA/V8BAAAAAwD/XwAAAAACAfYPAQAAAAQAAAAAAAAC8V4BBIABACEA

AABSRTogVHJhbnNnZW5pYyBhbmltYWwgZ3VpZGVsaW5lcwDaCwEFgAMADgAAAM0HDAASABAAEgAu

AAQARgEBIIADAA4AAADNBwwAEgAQABAAMwAEAEkBAQmAAQAhAAAARTM2RjUxOUVCNDc3RDExMTg4

NzIwMEEwQzk0MkVBMTcADQcBA5AGANwHAAAiAAAACwACAAEAAAALACMAAQAAAAMAJgAAAAAACwAp
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dAAYAAAAAAAAACpFySufFNERiFoAoMlC6heigAAAAAAAABgAAAAAAAAAKkXJK58U0RGIWgCgyULq

F8KAAAAQAAAA429RnrR30RGIcgCgyULqFyEAAABSRTogVHJhbnNnZW5pYyBhbmltYWwgZ3VpZGVs
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RlVTVE9SRUFEQUJPVVRFVkVOVEhPVUdIVEhFTEFXU0FSRURJRkZFUkVOVElORVVST1BFLFdFQ0FO

U1RJTExMRUFSTkZSAAAAAAIBCRABAAAA0QMAAM0DAAA5BQAATFpGdRqTQfB3AAoBAwH3IAKkA+MC

AGOCaArAc2V0MCAHE4cCgwBQDvZwcnEyD/YmfQqACMggOwlvMjVmNQKACoF1YwBQCwNjAwBBC2Bu

ZzEwMzORArEgVGgEACB3CGAAbGQgYmUgYSAKdQ+wZhaAIHRvcDhpYyACEAXAA4F5IKxvZhcBF3Eg

CXBhFqCDAaAIYHQuIEV2CfDlF3BoCGBnaBoBFtALYK53BCAKwBbQZAaQZgSQPwnwBUALgBmwCHAX

kGUsyxZQFtBjA5FzdAMQAyB+bBkQBKEDUhpzEUALgGP/BSAdcAQgFxEWoRhRGoEPoN0ZoFAdcQ+w

HlBvHRAW4H8AgBygD6AYwhqCCcAIYHBHGaAWEABwayB5CGAuxwqiCoQKgFN0dQrABUCzFhADcHBz

AiAi1EgZELJsGhAgJgYBG4B0GFDdBmF2F7AHkCLUVQMAGdDtD6BpJbEYcU0AcA9wB5D2dASQItRF

FXAVUQsxIvjhCvRsaTM2AUAVEAFAFxFAH5AFkHQQhDE2IOotK9JPBRBnC4AHQAXQ4QeQc2FnZSvT

ItYq5AcqsQsTKuZpLTE0NOMBQCowMTgwAUAM0C9zqGIgRgNhOgyDYg/gxkwEABbwSm9oAIACIAAg

W1NNVFA6agEx9GxAT0RSR0UqLjNRLjOATzNxVE+AV04uRURVXSLVPzCgBmACMDEHFhAIcHNk1GF5

HIBEBZBlBtAEkAYgL+AcgDE5OTcgUDM6NDUgAE0051QCbzEHQklPU0FGAFRZQE1JVFZNHEEuOkE0

kjTodWJq+ysRNbhyAHEtAAMAF8AAcGMHcCyBZ3VpAQAqMG6/JkYt3yr0KjQLtiLjTwhw/xfQANAD

ECcyFjELgCgRJ/L/FqAb8QEAGdAJABegFXA9yd8X0xcRIMEWoCrRZBSAHSDbJGYYcXQ8zh/hSRiA

GDHfAiAW0A+AGvEYQXMaQC0A7x0RAiAa8Rizdx+xFtAcoh8WciLUCQAc0CgQIGV47mEkMB7SGHF3

BRACQBnh/wDAKBEHMUxBBcAq0SYwRaA/QrEcgCcwFlgJwUuQbHn5ItRhcBFABZAHMELhIsv/MZM6

kDHWIzUlhRxgUIEqMIkdEC8gJOVQaHkAkP8eoB0QQRUBICYhGGIooCYQfQNgbgeAAjAsgSTtItRH

7mUFsC0AF4B3A6AmySywtxtQHNADIEMbsSgmVyBAjxYgFXAXgAOgRC5DGaAbAdAwADci1AHQMi02

gDg3LTQ3MTIi1NcyxwRwWJEuXmEuLQBYhi4uTiEi1BIBAGCAAAAAAwAQEAAAAAADABEQAAAAAAMA

gBD/////QAAHMJAmUFnQC70BQAAIMJAmUFnQC70BCwAAgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAA4UA

AAAAAAADAAKACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAAQhQAAAAAAAAMABYAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABG

AAAAAFKFAAC3DQAAHgAlgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAAVIUAAAEAAAAEAAAAOC4wAAMAJoAI

IAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAAAGFAAAAAAAACwAvgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAADoUAAAAA

AAADADCACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAARhQAAAAAAAAMAMoAIIAYAAAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAA

ABiFAAAAAAAAHgBBgAggBgAAAAAAwAAAAAAAAEYAAAAANoUAAAEAAAABAAAAAAAAAB4AQoAIIAYA

AAAAAMAAAAAAAABGAAAAADeFAAABAAAAAQAAAAAAAAAeAEOACCAGAAAAAADAAAAAAAAARgAAAAA4

hQAAAQAAAAEAAAAAAAAAHgA9AAEAAAAFAAAAUkU6IAAAAAADAA00/TcAAJji
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Norman Randy <rnorman@SMTPLINK.MICROBIO.COM>

Subject:      Re[2]: Transgenic animal guidelines
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     I'm inclined to support the idea of having the "making" covered but

     not the purchase. This may be an oversimplification of the issue, so I

     anxiously await further information.

     Also, while the issues are largely "environmental" let's remember that

     they're no less important to our employers. If you work with rodents

     you already know that escapees have an astonishing ability to evade

     capture, which makes security more difficult than one might think!

     I'm rather astonished at the lateness of this dialogue. I have a close

     friend who's been working with transgenic animals for a good number of

     years now. They rather ashamedly admit that at the start they were

     basically "winging it". It's long past time we had detailed and

     definitive concensus to present to interested regulators and the

     community!

     Randy Norman

     Safety Manager

     MA BioServices, Inc.

     Rockville, MD

     rnorman@mabioservices.com
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From:         "Cipriano,Mary" <Mary.Cipriano@ADD.SSW.ABBOTT.COM>

Subject:      Viral Inactivation / Disposal Issues with Guanidine
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Does anyone deal with the disposal of guanidine isothiocyanate  mixture=

 with

alcohol and Tween. I guess this is a fairly common process for extracti=

ng DNA

/ RNA from viruses.

The actual composition of the waste  is 3.27 M guanidine isothiocyanate=

, 5.1%

Tween 20 and 7.95% ethanol. I have the bible (Block's book), and realiz=

e the

limitations of the Tween and the ethanol. I am looking for specific

data/references on the effect of the guanidine in this mixture. Is any

further decontamination needed prior to disposal? Is this referenced

anywhere? Has any inactivation data been generated?

Happy Holidays,

Mary Cipriano

Abbott Labs

mary.cipriano@add.ssw.abbott.com

=
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         "Pardalis.com" <pardalis@PARDALIS.COM>

Subject:      Genetically engineered fluorescent Pseudomonas bacteria
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For your information:

The USDA is intending to conduct small-scale field testings involving

species of fluorescent Pseudomonas bacteria, which have been genetically

engineered to express antimicrobial genes from similar Pseudomonas

species inhabitating the rhizosphere of wheat. The Environmental

Protection Agency has determined that the application may be of regional

and national significance and so the EPA is soliciting comments.You will

find a summary of the Federal Register publication, below.

Steve Holcombe, Editor

The Pardalis EnviroSafe eLetter

Voice: 405/377-5995

Fax: 405/372-8934

E-mail: pardalis@pardalis.com

Web Site: http://www.pardalis.com/

-----------------------------------------------------------

-081-   Small-scale field testings involving fluorescent Pseudomonas

bacteria

-----------------------------------------------------------

PUBLICATION: [Federal Register: December 19, 1997 (Volume 62, Number

244)] [Page 66624-66625]

AGENCY: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).

CFR / STATUTE: 40 CFR 172.50.

ACTION: Notice.

REGULATED ENTITIES/ AFFECTED CATEGORIES: Environmental protection.

Receipt of a Notification to Conduct Small-Scale Field Testing of a

Genetically Engineered Microbial Pesticide

SUMMARY: This notice announces receipt from U.S. Department of

Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service (ARS), in cooperation with

Washington State University (WSU), of a notification (71233-NMP-R) of

intent to conduct small-scale field testings involving species of

fluorescent Pseudomonas bacteria, which have been genetically engineered

to express antimicrobial genes from similar Pseudomonas species

inhabitating the rhizosphere of wheat. The Agency has determined that

the application may be of regional and national significance. Therefore,

in accordance with 40 CFR 172.11(a), the Agency is soliciting comments

on this application.

Dates: Written comments must be received on or before January 20, 1998.

ADDRESSES: By mail, submit written comments to: Public Information and

Records Integrity Branch, Information Resources and Services Division

(7502C), Office of Pesticide Programs, Environmental Protection Agency,

401 M St., SW., Washington, DC 20460. In person, deliver comments to:

Rm. 1132, CM #2, 1921 Jefferson Davis Highway, Arlington, VA.

Electronic comments can be sent directly to EPA at:

opp-docket@epamail.epa.gov

Electronic comments must be submitted as an ASCII file avoiding the use

of special characters and any form of encryption. Comment and data will

also be accepted on disks in Wordperfect 5.1/6.1 or ASCII file format.

All comments and data in electronic form must be identified by the

docket control number "OPP-50837." Electronic comments on this document

may be filed online at many Federal Depository Libraries.

No Confidential Business Information (CBI) should be submitted through

e-mail. Information submitted as a comment concerning this document may

be claimed confidential by marking any part or all of that information

as CBI. Information so marked will not be disclosed except in accordance

with procedures set forth in 40 CFR part 2. A copy of the comment that

does not contain CBI must be submitted for inclusion in the public

record. Information not marked confidential will be included in the

public docket by EPA without prior notice. The public docket is

available for public inspection in Rm. 1132 at the Virginia address

given above, from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding

legal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: William R. Schneider, PM 90,

Biopesticides and Pollution Prevention Division (7511W), Office of

Pesticide Programs, Environmental Protection Agency, 401 M St., SW.,

Washington, DC 20460. Office location, telephone number, and e-mail

address: 5th floor CS1 2800 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA, (703)

308-8683, e-mail: schneider.william@epamail.epa.gov.

IMPLICATION / EFFECT: These small-scale field tests are designed to

evaluate fluorescent Pseudomonas strains that are able to control the

plant pathogens that cause the following diseases in wheat: take-all,

Rhizoctonia root rot, and Pythium root rot. The bacteria will be applied

to the seeds prior to planting. In accordance with 40 CFR 172.3, these

small-scale field tests will be conducted on a cumulative total of no

more than 10 acres of land and any food or feed crops will be destroyed.

Each test site will include a containment border such as a 20 foot wide

unplanted area, fallow-field, or sod-berm, and will be direct-seeded in

accordance with no-till practices to reduce or eliminate run-off of

water from the site. The genetically-modified construct and the

naturally-occuring wild type parental control strain will have been

selected for a rifampicin-resistance marker gene to facilitate

monitoring.

The object of the genetic manipulations is to combine: (1) The

properties of Pseudomonas isolates that produce efficacious levels of

antibiotics effective against the microorganisms that cause wheat

diseases with (2) other Pseudomonas isolates that colonize wheat roots

well. The antibiotic genes will be stably inserted into the chromosome

of the recipient strain and both the recipient and the donor strains

will be fluorescent pseudomonads. For example, in the proposed 1997

tests, the genes for phenazine-1-carboxylate from Pseudomonas

fluorescens 2-79, isolated from wheat, were transfered into the

chromosome of Pseudomonas fluorescens Q8R1-96, which is a better wheat

root colonizer than strain 2-79. The plasmid used to introduce the phzA,

-B, -C, -D, -E, -F, and -G genes is not maintained by the recipient

strain and, thus, is eliminated, leaving the phenazine biosynthetic

genes in the Q8R1-06 chromosome.

Following the review of the ARS/WSU notification and any comments

received in response to this notice, EPA may approve the tests, ask for

additional data, require additional modifications to the test protocols,

or require EUP applications to be submitted. In accordance with 40 CFR

172.50, under no circumstances shall the proposed tests proceed until

the submitters have received notice from EPA of its approval of such

tests.

GPO ACCESS INSTRUCTIONS: If you wish to view the entire text of this

Federal Register publication, go to http://www.pardalis.com/resource.htm

and select 'Laws and Regulations' in the presented index. Click on

'Federal Register Online via Government Printing Office Access'. Enter

the following ISSUE DATE and SEARCH TERM in their respective formats and

then click on the Submit button.

ISSUE DATE: 12/19/97

SEARCH TERM: "66625"

________________________

The Pardalis EnviroSafe eLetter: A Semi-Weekly Analysis of Environmental

& Safety Issues. Each publication summarizes the Federal Register

publications which concern environmental and safety issues. Relevant

news releases of federal government agencies are also posted.

For a free, trial subscription go to http://www.pardalis.com/eletter.htm

or send email to pardalis@pardalis.com with a message in the body as

follows: Subscribe The Pardalis EnviroSafe eLetter to [your e-mail

address, your name, your phone number].
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Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Stefan Wagener <stefan@MSU.EDU>

Subject:      Canadian MSDS are here!
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Here it is!

Thanks to Paul Meechan, I can share the good news.

>Date: Mon, 22 Dec 97 11:21:17 EST

>From: paul_meechan@merck.com

>To: stefan@pilot.msu.edu

>Subject: Canadian BSDS

>

>Stefan-The Canadians have finally posted the MSDS homepage.  The URL is:

>

>

>http://www.hwc.ca/hpb/lcdc/bmb/msds/index.html

>

>

Stefan

(stefan@msu.edu)
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Reply-To:     A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

Sender:       A Biosafety Discussion List <BIOSAFTY@MITVMA.MIT.EDU>

From:         Richard Fink <rfink@MIT.EDU>

Subject:      John Richardson
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Diane Fleming just called me to request that the following be posted:

John Richardson is in the hospital.  The prognosis is very poor.  He has a

tumor in the pericardium that has entered the heart.  Please send words of

encouragement to him either at Emory Hospital, room 499 (Atlanta, GA) or to

his home address (see ABSA directory).

Thank you,

Richard Fink

Biosafty List Owner

rfink@mit.edu

