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3-13-16 Believe Bible Study – What Shall I Do? Giving Back to God
Matthew 6:19-24

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light; 23 but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

24 “No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.
1.  Moth-Eaten – Read Matthew 6:19-21.  A. If you ‘store up treasures on earth,’ where have you put your trust?  How is that somewhat like ‘practicing your generosity before others and praying boisterously in front of others’ (MT 6:1-4 & 5-6)?  B.  Why does our checkbook register or credit card expenditures show us where our “heart” is?

2.   Eye-Candy – Read Matthew 6:22-23.  A. Often we remark about computers, “Garbage in – garbage out.”  Is that true about what we spend our time viewing?  B.  Why does what we spend our time viewing have an effect on what we give back to God?

3.  Conflicting Messages – Read Matthew 6:24. A. Why is it actually impossible to ‘serve two masters’?  B. How does trying to serve two masters keep us from becoming a gift to God? 
4.  Rock Solid Commitment – When Jacob, Isaac’s son and Abraham’s grandson, was running away from home due to his string of oily misdeeds, he finally collapses and falls asleep.  During the night, the Lord gives him a dream, promising to make something of Jacob.  What does Jacob promise to do in return?  Why does he do so?
18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, ‘If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father’s house in peace, then the Lord shall be my God, 22 and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God’s house; and of all that you give me I will surely give one-tenth to you.’  (Genesis 28:18-22)
5.  Eat, Drink & Fall Dead! – Jesus tells this biting parable about a man who had finally stored up enough riches to sit back and live comfortably.  While we agree that it is prudent to prepare for our retirements, from what is there no retirement?
20  God said to the man, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”  (Luke 12:20-21)
6.  A ‘Mite-y’ Gift – Jesus was watching the people put their offerings into the Temple treasury, when he caught sight of a widow putting in her “mites,” her last two cents.  Why does Jesus declare, ‘She has put more in the treasury than all the others, for the others gave of their wealth and she out of her poverty’ (MK 12:43-44).  Why does her gift eclipse the gifts of the others? What is the lesson for us? 
