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BITMAN




THE BITS…

Today is Fat Tuesday in New Orleans. However, in an effort to be politically correct, it’s now known as Plus-Size Tuesday.

Today is Fat Tuesday in New Orleans. You can tell that Americans have a weight problem because officials have been forced to rename Fat Tuesday ‘Obese Tuesday.’

Today is Fat Tuesday in New Orleans, although temperatures are unusually cold. In fact, it’s so cold on Bourbon Street that women are keeping their tops on and getting beads by just describing what their breasts look like.

Today in New Orleans they’re celebrating Fat Tuesday. On Bourbon Street there’ll be drinking, partying and debauchery. Plus there may be people celebrating Fat Tuesday.

Today in New Orleans they’re celebrating Fat Tuesday. It’s the last big night of partying before the start of Lent. That’s where you try to remember who you lent your car keys to, lent your credit card to, lent your wallet to, lent your phone to…

THE BITS…
Last night on ‘The Bachelor,’ Colton Underwood walked off the show after getting dumped by Cassie. Hopefully, this won’t cause people to lose faith in the time-honored tradition of finding true love on a reality TV show.

Last night on ‘The Bachelor,’ Colton Underwood walked off the show after getting dumped by Cassie. That means the only ring we’ll see this season is Colton’s purity ring.

Last night on ‘The Bachelor,’ Colton Underwood was dumped by Cassie and he jumped a fence and left the show. After all this talk about Colton’s virginity, it was just nice to see him finally jump something.
Kourtney Kardashian is starting a new lifestyle site called Poosh. Kourtney and her sisters will offer valuable, everyday tips on how to dump cheating baby daddies.

Kourtney Kardashian shared a naked photo of herself to tease the launch of her new lifestyle website. Not only that, the Kardashians have now set a new record for most products introduced while naked.

THE BITS…

President Trump has directed the Federal Emergency

Management Agency to give Alabama the "A Plus treatment" after the state was struck by a tornado. That means instead of paper towels, Trump will toss them plush, cotton towels.

First lady Melania Trump visited a school in Tulsa, Oklahoma yesterday as part of her "Be Best" campaign. It was the first time Melania visited kids that weren’t being detained in cages.

Former Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper announced he’s running for president. Presidential historians say Hickenlooper is the first major party candidate that’s ever hickenlooped and the first whose name sort of rhymes with chicken coop.

Domino's Pizza opened its 16,000th store yesterday. Unfortunately, they didn’t open it within 30 minutes or it would’ve been free.

A Washington company has recalled over 30,000 pounds of beef because they say it contains extraneous materials. Unfortunately, it means you won’t be able to go to McDonald’s and order the Quarter Pounder with Extraneous.
THE WATERCOOLER…

If you're looking for something to celebrate, this is Fat Tuesday, National Multiple Personality Day, National Cheese Doodle Day, National Absinthe Day, National Potty Dance Day, Peace Corp Day, International Pancake Day and Unique Names Day!
The South Carolina winner of the $1.5 billion Mega Millions lottery has finally come forward to collect their prize. The winner bought the ticket last October and it’s not known why they waited so long to claim the prize, but they had less than two months left to do so. The wait prompted speculation as to whether the ticket may have been lost or if the winner had perhaps died. They opted for the lump sum payment of $877,784,124 and we may never know who the winner is as South Carolina state law allows them to remain anonymous. 

We’ve seen reporters try in vain to fry eggs on sidewalks on hot days, but Calgary’s Jonathan Scholes was able to freeze boiling noodles on a cold day. Scholes demonstrated how cold it’s been by leaving a bowl of hot, boiling noodles outside and about 10 to 15 minutes later his video showed the noodles and a fork hardened in place and suspended in the air. (See here)
THE WATERCOOLER…

JetBlue is offering a year of free flights to anywhere they fly.  Yes, there's a catch. You have to clear your Instagram account. After you clear your account, upload a version of a photo they provide and customize it to fill in the blank: "All you can (blank) and the hashtag #ALLYOUCANJETSWEEPSTAKES."

The contest ends Friday and three people will win. JetBlue says not to worry about your empty Instagram as you'll be able to post new photos from everywhere they fly.

You can now major in marijuana at some colleges. However, it’s probably not in the way you may have majored in marijuana in college. Northern Michigan University is now offering a four-year degree program in medicinal plant chemistry. While students won't be growing marijuana, they will learn to measure and extract medicinal compounds from plants such as St. John's Wort and ginseng and transfer that knowledge to cannabis. A similar program is being launched at Minot State University in North Dakota this spring, while Colorado State University offers a cannabis studies minor focusing on social, legal, political and health impacts. Meanwhile, Ohio State University, Harvard, the University of Denver and Vanderbilt offer classes on marijuana policy and law and many more pot-related classes are expected at other colleges in the near future.
THE WATERCOOLER…

There’s finally a social media challenge going around that’s not dangerous. It’s the Van’s challenge and it involves tossing Vans shoes onto the floor. What made it go viral is that the shoes always land right side up. Other people started trying it, the challenge went viral and now it has its own hashtag #VansChallenge. (See here)

Proctor & Gamble has set a new Guinness World Record with the world’s longest commercial. Their ad for Old Spice deodorant ran for 14 hours on Brazilian channel Woohoo in December. It features more than 1,600 clips, which took about 20 hours of shooting and several months of editing to create. Presuming you don’t have 14 hours to sit through the whole thing, they also created a 3-minute version of the ad, which features an appearance from actor Terry Crews. (See here)

Your days of writhing in agony after stepping on your kids’ Lego blocks may soon be over. The company is developing anti-Lego slippers that’ll protect your feet from the agony of the bricks. The company is currently looking for slipper testers, but didn’t say if the slippers would be included with Lego sets or if you’d have to buy them separately. (See here)

DUH…
The world’s least successful bank robbery took place in Davenport, Iowa last Friday. Police say a suspicious subject wearing a face mask, sunglasses and gloves walked into Ascentra Credit Union, looked around and ran out. Police say there was no weapon involved and detectives are investigating.
If you’re going to get sick, don’t do it in Florida as heath care there could be hard to come by. The state has suspended the licenses of nearly 1,000 health care workers. However it’s not because they’re incompetent, but because they can’t pay their student loans. The suspensions come after student loan companies lobbied lawmakers to make laws to punish those who default by taking away their licenses. While several states have such laws, only Florida is enforcing them, which means those people can’t work to pay the loans.
An unidentified man wearing a headband, hot pink socks, sneakers, and perhaps a thong, has been spotted riding a bicycle around the Miami area. However, our colorful friend upped his game on Sunday by riding backwards on Interstate 95. The video posted on the Florida Man Twitter account has been viewed more than 160,000 times. (See here-NSFW language)
DUH…
Some of the students riding with Pennsylvania school bus driver Lori Ann Mankos on Friday were allegedly joking about her driving and ultimately asked her to get off the bus. Mankos responded by pulling into a gas station, handing the bus keys to an attendant and walking away, leaving the kids stranded. Many of the kids were picked up by their parents, while Mankos was picked up by police and has been charged with 26 counts of endangering the welfare of children and one count of, yes, DUI.

San Diego attorney Benjamin Pavone was denied when he sought more than $160,000 in fees for a sexual harassment case. Judicial Commissioner Carmen Luege denied the request after noticing his time sheets contained entries for a 25-hour day and said they raised serious questions about their accuracy. Pavone appealed the decision, writing that the judge made a succubustic adoption of the defense position. ‘Succubusitc’ refers to Succubus, which is a fictional female demon believed to have sexual intercourse with sleeping men. Needless to say, that didn’t win the female judge over, especially when it concerned a sexual harassment case. In addition to losing his appeal, the court found Pavone’s name-calling to constitute misconduct and said that it demonstrated gender bias. 
DUH…
Utah police say Jayde Lauren Altemeier confessed to stabbing her mother. While that sort of thing isn’t too terribly unusual, in this case Jadye’s confession was to fellow diners at an Olive Garden restaurant. When police arrived at the restaurant, Jayde was taken into custody with blood on her clothes. Despite what authorities say were multiple stab wounds in locations likely to cause death, Jayde’s mom is expected to survive.

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

Actor LUKE PERRY, best known for his role as Dylan McKay on ‘Beverly Hills, 90210,’ has died after suffering a massive stroke last month. Sources say Perry never regained consciousness after the stroke and was surrounded by family and friends when he died. Perry had been playing Archie Andrews’ father on The CW's ‘Riverdale’ and that show shut down production yesterday and it’s not known how they’ll go forward. Perry will be seen in Quentin Tarantino's upcoming film ‘Once Upon a Time in Hollywood.’ Perry was 52.

MILEY CYRUS is making good on a promise she made to late ‘Voice’ contestant JANICE FREEMAN to take care of her 12-year-old daughter, Hannah. Miley had helped the Freeman family when they were in need of a home and said she’d continue to help Janice’s husband and mother as well.

JENNIFER LOPEZ is in the process of remodeling her new Malibu beachfront home and she’s getting some expert help. "Fixer Upper" star JOANNA GAINES is lending her talents to the remodeling effort after J.Lo went on Ellen DeGeneres’ show and raved about the Fixer Upper star. (See clip here)

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

WENDY WILLIAMS returned to her daytime talk show yesterday after taking time off to battle health issues. Wendy said doctors are still adjusting her meds, but she’s recovered enough to resume exercising for two hours a day, seven days a week and, of course, do her TV show. Wendy also took the time to address cheating rumors regarding her husband, Kevin Hunter. While not denying it, Wendy noted that marriages aren’t easy, but said that she was still wearing her ring and it wasn't going anywhere.

Former ‘Today’ show co-host TAMRON HALL has announced that she and husband Steven are expecting a baby. Tamron made the announcement in an Instagram post set to the tune of ‘Baby Shark.’ However, Tamron won’t have much in the way of maternity leave as her new daytime talk show debuts in September. (See post here)

Actor TOM SIZEMORE caught yet another break and avoided jail time in his latest drug case. Sizemore has entered drug diversion and prevention programs following his January arrest. Under the deal, Tom has to complete the programs and stay clean for at least a year. The judge can wipe the slate if Tom does as told, or he could extend the programs another six months

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

Following the two-part MICHAEL JACKSON documentary, OPRAH WINFREY interviewed accusers WADE ROBSON and JAMES SAFECHUCK. Surprisingly, much of the hatred was directed not at Jackson or the accusers, but at Oprah. Oprah stayed pretty neutral throughout the interview, but it wasn’t good enough for Jackson’s fans, many of whom posted messages of hatred directed at her online.

KANYE WEST is suing to get out of his recording contract with EMI. There’s a clause in Kanye’s contract that doesn’t allow him to retire or even take an extended break from recording. Kanye is citing a section of the California Labor Code that limits personal service contracts to no more than seven years. Kanye first signed with the label in 2003 and they’ve continued to exercise their options since then. However, California has amended the law that Kanye cites so that record labels and music publishers can now sue to recover the lost profits of uncompleted albums.

DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

New Movies on Video…
Creed II - Rocky, the next generation returns to the ring.

Instant Family - Mark Wahlberg and Rose Byrne adopt three kids.

The Favourite - Rachel Weisz takes care of an ailing Queen Anne in 18th century England.

Free Solo - Alex Honnold climbs El Capitan in Yosemite without a rope or safety gear. 

New TV on Video…
Krypton: The Complete First Season

House of Cards: The Complete Sixth and Final Season

Condor: Season One

Fear the Walking Dead: The Complete Fourth Season

Hangin' with Mr. Cooper: Season Two

Cold Feet: The New Years Season Two
DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…
‘AMERICAN IDOL’ got off to a slow start in the ratings on Sunday night as 8.6 million viewers tuned in. That was down 26 percent from last season’s premiere, but still good enough to make it the most-watched show of the night.

COLTON UNDERWOOD’S much anticipated fence-jumping scene aired last night on ‘THE BACHELOR’ after Cassie seemingly dumped him. However, Underwood would seem to have patched things up with her as he was spotted recently with her sister’s boyfriend. In any case, producers obviously got him back on board as he’s been tweeting about the show and we should find out more tonight on the ‘Women Tell All’ episode.

We may know who the next “BACHELORETTE” will be! According to show spoiler Reality Steve, HANNAH B., who was one of the women on this season of “The Bachelor,” will be the next ‘Bachelorette.’ The official announcement will be made on the “After the Final Rose” episode next Monday night.

MUSIC NOTES…

JACK WHITE has contributed $10,000 to help restore the Detroit-area’s Hamtramck Stadium, which was home to the Negro League's Detroit Stars. It’s one of the last Negro League-era ballparks still standing, but has been unused since the 1990s.

THE SMASHING PUMPKINS and NOEL GALLAGHER’S HIGH FLYING BIRDS will head out on a joint North American summer tour. AFI will open all 16 dates beginning August 8th in Camden, New Jersey. Tickets go on sale Friday.

SLIPKNOT will hit the road with their North American Knotfest Roadshow this summer. The tour will kick off on July 26th in Mountain View, California and for each pair of tickets you buy you’ll get a digital copy of their upcoming new album, which is due August 9th.

The Live BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN website has just released a new set called ‘Trenton '05.’ The show was recorded on November 22nd, 2005 and was the final show of Bruce's Devils & Dust solo tour. The concert featured a 26-song mix of favorites and rarities like "Zero and Blind Terry," "Songs For Orphans," and "Thundercrack." 

MUSIC NOTES…

DURAN DURAN'S SIMON LE BON and JOHN TAYLOR will induct ROXY MUSIC into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame. The ceremony takes place on March 29th at the Barclays Center in Brooklyn. Taylor produced a tribute album in the 90s called ‘Dream Home Heartaches: Remaking/Remodeling Roxy Music.’

MORRISSEY is headed to Broadway. Morrissey will do a seven-night run at New York’s Lunt-Fontanne Theater in May. The show is described as an “intimate yet exciting exploration of Morrissey’s expansive career” including music from his early days to his upcoming new record ‘California Son.’
ALICE COOPER and HALESTORM will do a co-headlining North American tour this summer. The 19-date tour kicks off July 17th in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Ahead of that, Cooper will do a number of Las Vegas dates in May with THE HOLLYWOOD VAMPIRES. That group also features AEROSMITH'S JOE PERRY and actor JOHNNY DEPP. 

MUSIC NOTES…

The LOU REED estate has released a never-before-heard demo of "Endless Cycle," from his 1989 album ‘New York.’ The demo is over a minute long and consists of just a vocal track, with Lou making notes to himself about what the other parts of the song should sound like. (Hear here)

BEACH BOY AL JARDINE will be inducted into New York’s Rochester Music Hall of Fame. If you’re wondering what the connection is, Jardine grew up there before his family moved to Southern California. The induction takes place April 28th.

DIANA ROSS will celebrate her 75th birthday awhile longer. Ross’ Diamond Diana Las Vegas residency will return to the Wynn resort's Encore Theater in June for six additional dates. Tickets go on sale this Friday.

KEITH FLINT, the frontman of THE PRODIGY, has died at the age of 49. Flint was found dead at his home in Essex, England, yesterday and the group’s co-founder, LIAM HOWLETT, wrote on the band's official Instagram page that Flint had committed suicide. The group had been set to begin a U.S. tour in May. (See post here)

MUSIC NOTES…

Amazon has announced plans for a documentary on THE JONAS BROTHERS. The film will offer a "personal, behind the scenes look" at the brothers as they reunite for their upcoming tour. No word yet on a release date.

It would seem that new music from TAYLOR SWIFT is most definitely on the way. Taylor was spotted leaving a Los Angeles recording studio on Sunday. Rumors of new music began recently when she posted a cryptic picture of palm trees, with fans speculating it meant Taylor had some tunes on the way.

LOUIS TOMLINSON is sharing video clips for his upcoming single, “Two of Us.” However, you’re going to have to work to see them as he posted an online scavenger hunt so that winners can be the first to hear the track, which is due on Thursday.   (See post here) 

LADY GAGA fans have started a fake Starbucks campaign to move her song ‘Shallow’ to the top of the charts. The ‘Shallowbucks’ campaign claims Starbucks will give people a free drink voucher if they send a screenshot of themselves listening to the song. However, Starbucks has confirmed they’re not giving away drinks, but fans can still have fun with it.

MUSIC NOTES…

SNOOP DOGG has apparently given up hope of seeing the Los Angeles Lakers in the playoffs. In an expletive-filled rant, Snoop called out virtually everyone involved in the Lakers organization, aside from LeBron James, and even offered to sell his suite at Staples Center for $5. 

CARRIE UNDERWOOD is taking an overseas road trip this summer as she’s announced plans to take her ‘Cry Pretty Tour’ to the UK. Carrie made the announcement in a video clip in which she waves a British flag. The five-date tour begins June 28th in Birmingham, England. (See clip here)

The Country Music Association has announced that LUKE BRYAN, FLORIDA GEORGIA LINE, TIM MCGRAW, CARRIE UNDERWOOD, KEITH URBAN and MIRANDA LAMBERT will be among the performers at this year’s CMA Fest. This year’s event will be held June 6th through 9th in Nashville. Also performing will be KELSEA BALLERINI, DIERKS BENTLEY, BROTHERS OSBORNE, KANE BROWN, LUKE COMBS, DAN + SHAY, LITTLE BIG TOWN, MAREN MORRIS, OLD DOMINION, PISTOL ANNIES, RASCAL FLATTS and THOMAS RHETT, with more to be announced.
MUSIC NOTES…
LUKE BRYAN has joined the lineup of DIERKS BENTLEY'S Seven Peaks Music Festival. MAREN MORRIS, JON PARDI, RYAN HURD and TENILLE TOWNES were also added to the lineup. This year’s festival takes place August 30th through September 1st in Buena Vista, Colorado.

CLINT BLACK and TRACE ADKINS are teaming up for a co-headlining tour this summer. The ‘Hits. Hats. History Tour’ will begin May 2nd in Charlotte with TERRI CLARK, JOHN BERRY and CRAIG CAMPBELL opening. Tickets go on sale this Friday.
TUBULAR…

Daytime:

Kelly & Ryan: Julianne Moore; Brandon Michael Hall
The Talk: Avril Lavigne
Ellen: Alec Baldwin (R)
Primetime:
ABC: The Bachelor ‘Women Tell All’ special
Fox: Past competitors return to compete against Trai Byers, Cheryl Hines and Anthony Anderson in the Master Chef Celebrity Showdown
NBC: The Voice blind auditions, part 4
A&E: The season premiere of Hoarders
TNT: NBA Rockets at Raptors; Celtics at Warriors
ESPN: NCAAM Wake Forest at Duke; Kentucky at Mississippi
ESPN2: NCAAM Nebraska at Michigan State; Kansas at Oklahoma; Nevada at Air Force
NBCSN: NHL Wild at Predators
Late Night:

Kimmel: Samuel L. Jackson; Camila Mendes; X Ambassadors Colbert: Kit Harington; Amber Tamblyn; Hozier performs
Fallon: Liam Hemsworth; actress Jessica Williams; football’s Rob Gronkowski; Ronnie Milsap and Little Big Town (R) Corden: Isla Fisher; Chiwetel Ejiofor; Jonas Brothers
Meyers: James McAvoy; comic Janelle James (R)
Conan: Comic Daniel Sloss
SPORTS SHIRT…

The Miami Heat’s Dwyane Wade broke Michael Jordan’s record for most career blocked shots last night with the 1,052nd of his career in last night’s win over Atlanta. However, Jordan still has the all-time regular season record for blocks by a guard, although Wade is closing in on that record as well.

The Golden State Warriors will reportedly sign former center Andrew Bogut to a new deal for the rest of the season. However, Bogut had been playing in Australia and has to obtain a work visa and get clearance from FIBA before he can sign. 

The Milwaukee Bucks have signed guard Eric Bledsoe to a contract extension. Terms of the deal were not disclosed.

It’s being widely reported that the Los Angeles Lakers plan to fire coach Luke Walton at the end of the season. The Lakers currently stand in 10th place in the West.

The NBA has announced that the Toronto Raptors and Houston Rockets will play a pair of preseason games in Japan next season. The games will be played October 8th and 10th at the Saitama Super Arena.

SPORTS SHIRT…

The Los Angeles Dodgers say Clayton Kershaw might not be available on Opening Day. Kershaw experienced soreness in his shoulder that forced him to cut short his spring training. Kershaw has made a franchise-record eight consecutive opening day starts.

San Francisco Giants president and chief executive officer Larry

Baer will take a leave of absence from the team after a video surfaced showing him getting into a scuffle with his wife. The video shows Baer arguing with his wife in a park over a phone and her falling out of her chair and onto the ground.

The Kansas City Chiefs have informed linebacker Justin Houston that they’ll try to trade him. The team says that if a deal can’t be reached, he’ll be released. Houston signed a six-year contract worth $101 million in 2015, making him the highest-paid defensive player in NFL history at the time.

Defensive tackle Jordan Phillips has reportedly agreed to re-sign with the Buffalo Bills. Terms weren’t announced, but Phillips tweeted: "Done deal. LETS GO BILLS MAFIA!"

SPORTS SHIRT…

Buffalo Sabres defenseman Jake McCabe is out for the season with what the team calls an upper-body injury. McCabe was hurt in a 5-2 loss at Toronto on Saturday. 

Tiger Woods has withdrawn from the Arnold Palmer Invitational with what he describes as a neck strain. Tiger says he hopes to be ready the following week for The Players Championship.

SCOREBOARD…
NBA

BKN 127, DAL 88


MIA 114, ATL 113


SA 104, DEN 103


PHX 114, MIL 105


NO 115, UTAH 112

SAC 115, NY 108
LAC 113, LAL 105

NHL:
EDM 4, BUF 3


TOR 6, CGY 2
HISTORY LESSON…

1770: The Boston Massacre took place as British soldiers opened fire into a crowd of colonial hecklers, killing five people.

1937: Hormel introduced Spam.

1955: Elvis Presley made his TV debut on "Louisiana Hayride".  

1960: Elvis Presley was discharged from the Army.

1962: George C. Scott turned down his Oscar nomination for Best Supporting Actor in The Hustler. 

1963: Country stars Patsy Cline, Cowboy Copas and Hankshaw Hawkins were killed in a plane crash.

1977: President Carter was Walter Cronkite's guest on a network radio call-in program.

1982: John Belushi died of a drug overdose.

2002: The Osbournes premiered on MTV. 

2004: Martha Stewart was found guilty on all four counts in her stock dumping trial.

Birthday Partiers:

magician Penn Jillette (Penn & Teller) 64
actress Eva Mendes (Hitch, Ghost Rider) 45
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