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BITMAN




THE BITS…

Alex Ovechkin and the Stanley Cup champion Washington Capitals visited the White House yesterday. President Trump was excited about the visit because Ovechkin was the first important Russian that Trump hasn’t been investigated over.

President Trump welcomed the Stanley Cup champion Washington Capitals to the White House yesterday, saying it was an honor because he’s a hockey fan. However, the Mueller report could find no conclusive evidence of that.
Hawaii is reporting that they’re getting so many tourists that they may soon reach their limit. They say that if something isn’t done soon, tourists may not be able to find leis.

Hawaii is reporting that they’re getting so many tourists that they may soon reach their limit. It’s hard to imagine anyone wanting to visit a wretched cesspool like Hawaii.

Uber and Lyft drivers in Los Angeles went on strike yesterday to protest wage cuts and working conditions. However, the strike soon ended when the drivers couldn’t get a ride to the picket line.

THE BITS…
Apple is introducing their own credit card that they say will help customers lead a healthier financial life. Of course, this is the same company that charges $1,000 for a phone, $5,000 for a computer and $400 for a watch.

Apple has announced that they’re introducing their own credit card. The Apple credit card will have a $10,000 limit, which will be just enough to put a down payment on an iPhone.

A new law is being proposed in Nevada that would lower the driving age to 14. It makes sense because the kids say it’s almost impossible to get their parents to drive them to strip clubs.

A new law is being proposed in Nevada that would lower the driving age to 14. You know the driving age is too young when your Uber driver picks you up in her Barbie Power Wheels car.

Saudi Arabia is reported to be on pace to decapitate a record number of people this year. However, international observers say it’s nothing to lose your head over.
THE BITS…

A new report says McAllen, Texas has the most overweight people in America. In fact, people in McAllen are so overweight that the local McDonald’s serves 5-Pounders with Cheese.

A new report says McAllen, Texas has the most overweight people in America. You can tell the people in McAllen are overweight because all the horses there have hernias. 
According to a recent study, senior citizens are the fastest-growing segment of marijuana users. They began to suspect more seniors were using marijuana after seeing the new comedy team of Cheech & Cher.

According to a recent study, senior citizens are the fastest-growing segment of marijuana users. That means, instead of grandma making a pot roast, she’s now getting roasted on pot.

A Canadian paleontologist now says that some dinosaurs may have had lips. However, he said that dinosaurs were probably lousy kissers.

THE WATERCOOLER…

If you're looking for something to celebrate, this is National Nougat Day, National Spinach Day, Legal Assistants Day, National Make Up Your Own Holiday Day and Solitude Day!
If you went outside over the weekend looking for the Northern Lights, but didn’t see any and you’re wondering what the deal was, science has the answer. Northern Lights, aka the Aurora Borealis, occur when the sun sends out blasts of energy that triggers geomagnetic storms. However, instead of the direct hit scientists were expecting, Earth only got clipped by the blast. Some people near the Canadian border did catch a glimpse of the lights, but they weren’t as spectacular and didn’t travel as far south as had been expected.
Your next Peloton ride could be really quiet. The company is recalling all of their classes featuring songs the company is accused of using without permission. Music publishers claim Peloton was using around a thousand songs, such as Rihanna's "Umbrella" and Pat Benatar's "Hit Me With Your Best Shot" without paying for the rights and they’ve sued Peloton for up to $150 million. 

THE WATERCOOLER…

You may recall the story of Del Hall, who’s the director of sales for Fifty West Brewing Company in Cincinnati. Hall announced that he was giving up solid food for Lent and would survive on just his brewery’s Bock beer. Lent began on March 6th and not yet three weeks into his all-beer diet, Hall has lost over 25 pounds. Hall admitted, “Day two and three were pretty rough. I wanted to bash some Taco Bell after a few beers because that’s what we do.” Lent continues through April 18th and you can follow Hall’s progress via his Facebook page. (Here)
Americans are the fattest people in the world, but who is the fattest of the fat?  While nearly 40% of Americans 15 and older are obese, McAllen, Texas is number-one in percentage of overweight people. Wallet Hub factored in such things as the number of adults who said they eat healthy, access to parks and recreation, and rates of heart-disease and obesity-related deaths. It’s noted that obesity-related medical treatment costs Americans between $147 billion and $210 billion a year and around $4.3 billion in losses due to missing time at work. The rest of the top five fat cities were Shreveport, Louisiana; Memphis; Jackson, Mississippi and Mobile, Alabama. On the other hand, the fittest city on the list was San Francisco, followed by Seattle, Portland, Minneapolis and Denver.
THE WATERCOOLER…

A new male birth control pill has completed a successful preliminary test. This is the second shot at a male pill after initial testing back in 2006 was halted when men complained about side effects. The new pill seems to be effective and there were no side effects reported this time around. However, testing is still in its early stages and the male pill hasn’t been submitted to the Food and Drug Administration for approval. For now, contraception still remains largely the responsibility of the woman as researchers say that the male pill is still about 10 years away from hitting the market.

School really could be out forever! An expert believes that within the next 20 years so called “Google brain” implants could mean the end of school. Artificial intelligence expert Nikolas Kairinos says such implants would allow us to learn anything instantly and that we wouldn’t even have to ask or type questions as just thinking would allow the answer to pop into our head. He goes on to say that as the implants become more refined they could be custom tailored to a person’s needs or interests and it could happen in the not-too-distant future.

THE WATERCOOLER…

A Harry Potter super fan in Wales has been awarded a Guinness World Record for her 3,686-piece collection of memorabilia from the series. Victoria Maclean’s Harry Potter and Fantastic Beasts collection includes 115 pins, 302 postcards, 114 various books, 34 wands and 6 snow globes. However, Maclean said the centerpiece of her collection is a 24-carat gold plated golden snitch puzzle from Japan. However, she warns not to take it apart because it's really hard to put back together! (See here)

Hawaii’s Christopher Montilliano Jr. was sentenced to 100 hours of community service and given a $100 fine last week after he was caught driving a stolen car without a license. At the time of his arrest, Montilliano lied to police, saying that his cousin let him drive the car so he could go buy some Pepsi. Judge Rhonda Loo also gave Montilliano four years of probation, during which time she banned him from having the soda, calling it "The Pepsi deprivation syndrome." 
DUH…
Syeda Saleem purchased food for her child at Olivia's Pizza in New Port Richey, Florida on Friday. However, when her kid got sick, Saleem went back to Olivia’s to demand a refund. While the owner refused to give Saleem her money back, he did offer to make her another pizza at no charge. Apparently that was unacceptable for Saleem, who instead asked for six sodas. When the owner refused the request, the dispute escalated and police arrived at Olivia’s to find him covered in tomato sauce and several slices of cheese pizza, which had been hand tossed by Saleem. Deputies paid a visit to Saleem at her home and arrested her on battery charges.

A British Airways flight from London to Edinburgh, Scotland on Monday was uneventful until the plane landed. That’s because passengers had boarded a flight to Dusseldorf, Germany. British Airways said the problem started when an incorrect flight plan was filed and the pilot and air traffic control officials somehow saw nothing amiss. The flight was refueled and took off again, this time directly to Dusseldorf.
DUH…
An unnamed 34-year-old Canadian woman has been convicted on charges of assault and possession of a dangerous weapon after she stabbed her boyfriend in the face with a knife during an argument last summer. Of course, you’re probably curious as to what the argument was about. It seems the woman was upset because her boyfriend got into a dispute with another man and slapped the phone out of his hand, which resulted in them getting kicked out of a Bryan Adams concert and countless ‘Cuts like a Knife’ jokes.

An unnamed 61-year-old man in Berlin found out the hard way that smoking is bad for you. While the man wasn’t diagnosed with cancer, he was approached by an 81-year-old man while puffing away at a train station on Monday morning. When the old man informed him he was smoking in a non-smoking area, our friend refused to put out his cigarette. That resulted in the old man whacking him in the face with a wooden post, injuring his lip. At last report, the old man was trying to post bail.
DUH…
Nearly a dozen police agencies rushed to the University of Michigan campus on March 16th following reports of a suspected active shooter near a vigil for the New Zealand mosque shootings. Panic broke up the vigil, sending students and protesters alike running from the campus, some in tears, while others sheltered in place. After hours searching campus buildings, police concluded there was no shooter. Police say the sounds of gunfire were actually about 12 balloons being popped during a team-building exercise conducted by the Alpha Kappa Delta Phi sorority. The sonority has since apologized for their involvement in the scare. 
Elian Garcia-Rivera kept pigeons in the backyard of his home near West Palm Beach. Unfortunately, one of the birds escaped on Saturday afternoon. To make matters worse, the pigeon flew the coop and settled on a power line. Elian’s efforts to return his pigeon to its cage soon ended as he used an aluminum pole to try and get the bird off the wire and was electrocuted.

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

JUSTIN BIEBER gave fans an update on social media to say he’s focused on fixing his mental health to sustain his marriage and be the father he wants to be. Bieber also admitted he was unhappy on his last tour and added, “Music is very important to me but nothing comes before my family and my health. I will come with a kick ass album ASAP, my swag is undeniable and my drive is indescribable his love is supernatural his grace is that reliable.” Bieber also revealed that he’s sleeping in a hyperbaric therapy tube. The tube increases the amount of oxygen in the body by double within an hour, which reduces inflammation in the muscles, joints and brain. (See post here)
Apparently DR. DRE had even more reason to delete his post throwing shade on LORI LOUGHLIN and her daughters. Dre posted a message saying his daughter, unlike Lori’s girls, got into USC on her merits, but deleted it after it was revealed he gave a $70 million grant to the university. Now another post by Dre's daughter, Truly Young, has resurfaced. In the post from last May, Truly is seen with a depressed look on her face while sitting next to Dre in a car with the caption, "Dad pushing me to go to USC." The post further likened Dre’s situation to that of Loughlin, who also pushed her daughters to attend USC. 

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

There’s more drama for WENDY WILLIAMS as her husband, Kevin Hunter, has reportedly welcomed a child with his alleged mistress, Sharina Hudson. Wendy has been dealing with rumors that her husband cheated on her. Up until now, Wendy hasn’t necessarily denied the rumors, but has stood by her man saying, "Anybody who's been married for 5 minutes or 500 years, you know marriages have ebbs and flows. Marriages are not easy. Don't ask me about mine until you see this [ring] gone and it

ain't going anywhere—not in this lifetime." About that…Wendy was spotted without her wedding ring on Monday morning. However, when she appeared on her TV show hours later, the ring was back on.

CARDI B has filed a defamation lawsuit against a couple of vloggers for allegedly making "defamatory statements" about her. Cardi’s lawsuit says the online gossipers said that she "took molly and cocaine" while pregnant and that her then-unborn child may have intellectual disabilities because of it. According to the suit, the vloggers also falsely stated that Cardi was engaging in prostitution. 

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

ROB KARDASHIAN and BLAC CHYNA have settled their child support battle. Rob had sought to end the support, saying he’s not making nearly as much money as he once was and, besides, he had their daughter the majority of the time. It looks like Rob won out as the two sides agreed that neither will pay the other any child support.

NICOLAS CAGE may be getting married…again. Cage and girlfriend Erika Koike applied for a marriage license in Las Vegas over the weekend. The license is valid for a year, so it may still be awhile before they get hitched. It would be Cage’s fourth marriage. He's previously been married to Alice Kim, Lisa Marie Presley and Patricia Arquette.

HILARY DUFF shared a video clip of her daughter’s birth. Hilary welcomed daughter Banks back in October via a water birth at her home. The clip shows Banks just after she was born as mom and daughter hug for the first time. (See here)
TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

MICHAEL MADSEN was arrested on DUI charges on Sunday in Malibu after his SUV struck a pole. This was Madsen’s second DUI arrest. Back in 2012, Madsen was arrested in Malibu after a field sobriety test put his blood-alcohol level at .21, which is more than twice the legal limit.

We may now know why porn star Stormy Daniels dumped attorney MICHAEL AVENATTI. Federal authorities in Manhattan arrested Avenatti for allegedly attempting to extort up to $25 million from Nike. They say Avenatti threatened to release damaging information about Nike if they didn't pay up. Avenatti had tweeted that he planned to hold a news conference today to release the information that he said involved some of the biggest names in college basketball. Prosecutors also named famed attorney MARK GERAGOS as a co-conspirator, which led CNN to dump him. For their part, Nike says they’re cooperating with authorities. In a separate investigation, authorities in Los Angeles also charged Avenatti with securing a $1.6 million settlement for a client in 2017 and then keeping the money for himself.

DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

New Movies on Video…
Aquaman - The damp superhero saves the world.

Second Act - Jennifer Lopez gets the chance to prove herself to Madison Avenue.

New TV on Video…
Midnight, Texas: Season Two

The Wayans Bros.: The Complete Fifth Season
A lot of people have been goofing off at work as CBS and Turner Sports coverage of the MARCH MADNESS college basketball tournament is the highest-rated in 29 years. So far, viewership across TBS, CBS, TNT and TruTV is up 8 percent from last year and set the all-time record for live streams. Action resumes on Thursday with Florida State facing Gonzaga.

DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…
There’s good news for fans of ‘THE RESIDENT’ and ‘9-1-1’ as Fox has announced that the shows will be back for third seasons in the fall.

RONDA ROUSEY, BECKY LYNCH and CHARLOTTE FLAIR will make WWE history at Wrestle Mania 35 on April 7th. That’s when, for the first time in WWE history, a women's match will be the main event of Wrestle Mania. Rousey is the current Raw Women's Champion, but Flair and Lynch are set to challenge her for the title.

MUSIC NOTES…

JON BON JOVI is headlining the Runaway to Paradise cruise, which sets sail from Miami on April 12th. Bon Jovi will be joined by COLLECTIVE SOUL, TONIC and more. The Norwegian Cruise Line ship will also feature a pop-up version of Bon Jovi’s Soul Kitchen and they’ll be serving wines from his own line. If you can’t catch this cruise, a Mediterranean voyage will set sail from Barcelona on August 26th.

MEGADETH will set sail on their inaugural Megacruise on October 13th. ANTHRAX, QUEENSRŸCHE, SUICIDAL TENDENCIES, TESTAMENT, CORROSION OF CONFORMITY and more will be on board the two-day cruise out of Los Angeles on board the Norwegian Jewel. 

You’ll be able to meet THE ROLLING STONES on their upcoming ‘No Filter Tour’…if you have $17,500 to spend. That's how much a special VIP meet-and-greet package will set you back, although it does include a pair of premium seats. The package is available at IfOnly.com.

BRUCE HORNSBY has a new album coming out on April 12th called ‘Absolute Zero.’ Hornsby will kick off a U.S. tour on April 25th in Boston with his band The Noisemakers.

MUSIC NOTES…

SQUEEZE will kick off the American leg of “The Difford and Tilbrook Songbook” tour on August 14th at Daryl’s House in Pawling, New York. The duo will play their best known songs as well as deep tracks.

THE STRAY CATS recently announced plans for a 40th anniversary reunion tour and now frontman BRIAN SETZER has also announced plans for a number of solo shows to coincide with the tour. Setzer's "Rockabilly Riot!" tour will kick off on August 5th in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 

ELTON JOHN has revealed the cover art and title of his upcoming autobiography. The book is called ‘Me’ and in a video clip he shared to YouTube, Elton said it was the first time anyone aside from him had seen the book. Elton’s book will be out on October 15th. (See here)
BILLY JOEL surprised fans at his Madison Square Garden residency last Thursday night by bringing out JOHN FOGERTY. They played the CREEDENCE CLEARWATER REVIVAL classics "Up Around the Bend" and "Fortunate Son." Of course, fans filmed it and shared online. (See here) 

MUSIC NOTES…

More CHEAP TRICK rarities are on the way. ‘The Epic Archive Vol. 3’ will be out on April 26th and will feature rare single versions of several songs including their #1 hit, “The Flame,” along with many soundtrack-only songs and their cover of the Beatles’ “Magical Mystery Tour.”

LIONEL RICHIE will be busy once ‘American Idol’ wraps up for the season. Richie will hit the road on his ‘Hello’ tour starting May 28th in Sugar Land, Texas. Richie will also release a new album called ‘Live from Las Vegas’ on August 23rd.

The ARETHA FRANKLIN documentary ‘Amazing Grace’ premiered in her hometown of Detroit yesterday and it was already announced that the DVD will contain bonus footage. They say some 20 hours of footage was shot and some of that will be included as DVD bonus features.

STEVIE WONDER will headline the 5th annual international TV festival SeriesFest on June 24th at Red Rocks Amphitheatre in Morrison, Colorado. 

MUSIC NOTES…

SCOTT WALKER, who made his mark as part of THE WALKER BROTHERS in the 60s, has died at the age of 76. Walker went on to record a series of avant-garde albums and scored last year’s Natalie Portman movie ‘Vox Lux.’

ALANIS MORISSETTE revealed that she’s expecting her third child with husband Mario "Souleye" Treadway. Alanis shared the news on Instagram with a photo of herself at a microphone and showing off a baby bump. (See here)

ARIANA GRANDE is thanking fans for helping to make “7 Rings” the number-one song on the Billboard Hot 100 for its seventh non-consecutive week. Ariana wrote, “Thank u for 7 weeks at number 1” along with the single’s artwork. (See here) 

ARIANA GRANDE marked the sixth anniversary of her song "The Way" with Mac Miller yesterday. It was their first collaboration and Ariana posted a message that said "six years" with a heart emoji at the bottom. Ariana also shared photos with Mac’s dog, Myron, who appears to be living with her. 

MUSIC NOTES…

DUA LIPA was overdressed when she and friends celebrated boyfriend Isaac Carew’s birthday in London on Sunday with a trip to the Croc bowling alley. Dua shared a photo of herself wearing a hot pink feathered mini dress and platform sandals that were definitely not bowling shoes. (See here)

KEHLANI gave birth to daughter Adeya over the weekend. Kehlani chose to give birth at her home in Oakland with the assistance of a midwife. Kehlani's partner, Javie Young-White, said she gave birth "standing up, unmedicated" with Kehlani calling it the absolute hardest, yet most powerful thing she’s ever done. Kehlani has yet to share photos of her daughter. 

A notebook full of lyrics written by LIL WAYNE back in 1999 is up for sale for $250,000. Moments in Time is handling the sale of the notebook, which the seller found in a car that once belonged to Cash Money Records. He says he found it when the dealership he works for took the car in, although they say the notebook has some water damage from Hurricane Katrina.

Rapper TECH N9NE wants everyone to know he’s alive and well. People thought otherwise yesterday when another rapper also known as Tech 9, although spelled differently, had died. 
MUSIC NOTES…

BLAKE SHELTON shared a short snippet of his new song on Twitter yesterday. The song is called “God’s Country” and it’ll be out on Friday. (Hear here) 

LUKE COMBS, ASHLEY MCBRYDE and LANCO are already winners of ACM Awards. They’ve been named the male artist, female artist and group of the year, respectively, and got the news via a phone from CARRIE UNDERWOOD that the Academy shared online. (See Carrie’s calls here)

TYLER FARR has become the first artist to sign with his pal JASON ALDEAN’S new Night Train Records label. Aldean hinted that they’re already working on Tyler’s first project with the label, but didn’t reveal any details.

GARTH BROOKS, TRISHA YEARWOOD, TRACY LAWRENCE, MARK WILLS, DARRYL WORLEY, MARK CHESNUTT and JOE DIFFIE will be among those taking part in a KEITH WHITLEY tribute concert at the Country Music Hall of Fame. The show will take place on May 9th, which will be the 30th anniversary of Whitley's death. 

MUSIC NOTES…

MADDIE & TAE will release a 5-track EP called ‘One Heart to

Another’ on April 26th. The ladies will join CARRIE UNDERWOOD on her ‘Cry Pretty Tour’ starting May 1st in Greensboro, North Carolina.

KELLIE PICKLER has been nominated for two Daytime Emmy Awards with her Pickler & Ben co-host BEN AARON. They’ll be up for Outstanding Informative Talk Show Host and Outstanding Musical Performance in a Daytime Program when the trophies are handed out on May 5th.
ALABAMA’S RANDY OWEN has the heart of an eagle! Actually, Owen received the Heart of an Eagle Award from the Boy Scouts of America. The honor is given to "individuals who show compassion for their community through leadership, character and integrity" 
TUBULAR…

Daytime:

Kelly & Ryan: Christie Brinkley; Tony Hale; Max Frost performs; guest co-host Lisa Rinna
Ellen: Idris Elba (R)
Primetime:
Fox: Master Chef Junior contestants must debone an entire fish and make a dish
USA: The season finale of Temptation Island 
TNT: NBA Rockets at Bucks; Wizards at Lakers
ESPN: NIT Basketball Tournament
NBCSN: NHL Hurricanes at Capitals
Late Night:

Kimmel: David Harbour; educator Science Bob Pflugfelder‏; Rodrigo y Gabriela perform
Colbert: Keri Russell; Martha Stewart; TV host Conan O'Brien
Fallon: John Mulaney; Kevin Nealon; 2 Chainz and Marsha Ambrosius perform (R)
Corden: Kobe Bryant; Cara Delevingne; Tom Walker performs 
Meyers: Paul Giamatti; actress Jessica Walter (R)
Conan: Matt LeBlanc; comic Gary Gulman (R)
SPORTS SHIRT…

Portland Trail Blazers center Jusuf Nurkic was taken off the court on a stretcher during last night’s double overtime win over the Brooklyn Nets. Nurkic suffered an injury to his left leg when he tangled with other players while going for a rebound. The extent of the injuries are still not known.

Utah Jazz guard Rudy Gobert set a new single-season NBA dunk record in his team’s 125-92 win over the Phoenix Suns last night. Gobert finished the night with 275 dunks, eclipsing Dwight Howard's 269 slams in 2007-08.

The NFL has announced that their 100th season will open with its oldest rivalry as the Green Bay Packers will travel to Soldier Field to take on the Chicago Bears on Thursday, September 5th. The defending Super Bowl champion typically hosts the NFL’s first game of the season, but the New England Patriots will instead host that weekend’s first Sunday Night Football game.

Cornerback E.J. Gaines has signed a deal to return to the Buffalo Bills. Last season, Gaines played with the Cleveland Browns, starting two games and playing in six before ending the year on injured reserve list with a concussion.

SPORTS SHIRT…
Georgia Bulldogs football players Tyler Simmons and Tyrique Stevenson were arrested and charged with misdemeanor disorderly conduct following a bar fight early Sunday morning. The school has yet to comment on the arrests.

The Nashville Predators shut out the Minnesota Wild 1-0 last night. With the win, the Predators clinched a Stanley Cup playoff spot.

Roger Federer advanced to the fourth round of the Miami Open with a win over Filip Krajinovic. Among those eliminated in the women’s fourth round were Venus Williams and Indian Wells champion Bianca Andreescu. 
Pairings were announced for the Dell Technologies Match Play in Austin, Texas. Tiger Woods will open against PGA Tour rookie of the year Aaron Wise, with Patrick Cantlay and Brandt Snedeker also in their group. The 16 four-man groups will begin with round-robin play tomorrow through Friday, with knockout stages coming this weekend.

SCOREBOARD…
NBA

ORL 119, PHI 98


MEM 115, OKC 103


UTAH 125, PHX 92


POR 148, BKN 144 (2OT)
NHL:
TOR 7, FLA 5


NJ 3, BUF 1


PIT 5, NYR 2


TB 5, BOS 4


STL 3, VGS 1


NSH 1, MIN 0


DAL 5, WPG 2


LA 3, CGY 0


DET 3, SJ 2
HISTORY LESSON…

1830: The Book of Mormon was published. 

1971: East Pakistan became the nation of Bangladesh.

1973: The soap The Young and the Restless premiered.

1979: The Camp David peace accords were signed.

1982: Groundbreaking ceremonies for the Vietnam Veterans Memorial took place in Washington, D.C.

1992: Mike Tyson was sentenced to six years in prison for raping a Black Miss America contestant. 

1997: Heaven's Gate cult members were found dead with a note saying they’d gone to a spaceship trailing the Hale-Bopp comet.

2000: Vladimir Putin was elected President of Russia.

2002: The reality series The Bachelor debuted on ABC.

Birthday Partiers: 

actor James Caan (The Godfather, Elf) 79
singer Diana Ross 75
singer Steven Tyler (Aerosmith) 71
actor Martin Short (Three Amigos, Father of the Bride) 69
singer Kenny Chesney 51
actress Keira Knightley (Pirates of the Caribbean, Love Actually) 34
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