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BITMAN




THE BITS…

Last night in New York the stars showed up for the big Met Gala. They say this year’s Met Gala was the best since the Subway Series.
New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady and his wife Gisele Bundchen attended last night’s Met Gala. Gisele wore a gown by Versace and Brady wore a tux by Reebok.

New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady and his wife Gisele Bundchen attended last night’s Met Gala. It was the first time Brady showed up at a New York event where he wasn’t booed by Jets fans.

At last night’s Met Gala, Nicki Minaj and Cardi B reportedly settled their feud. In a related story, Dolce and Gabbana have been nominated for a Nobel Peace Prize.

Basketball stars Kareem Abdul-Jabbar and Arike Ogunbowale were eliminated last night on Dancing with the Stars. They were the night’s most disappointing basketball eliminations not counting the Toronto Raptors.

THE BITS…
The guy who plays The Mountain on ‘Game of Thrones’ has won the annual World’s Strongest Man competition. However, he may have had an unfair advantage. This year’s events included weight lifting, bus pulling and dragon slaying.

First lady Melania Trump launched her Be Best campaign to boost childhood well-being, the same day the president proposed cutting $7 billion from the Children's Health Insurance Program. It looks like somebody won’t be holding hands with Melania anytime soon.

First lady Melania Trump launched her Be Best campaign to combat bullying. You can tell Melania is serious about it because her first move was to change the password on her husband’s Twitter account.

The White House is denying rumors that first lady Melania Trump isn’t living at the mansion. They say it’s the first time the White House has wanted people to think President Trump is sleeping with a woman.
THE BITS…

On this date in 1987 Gary Hart dropped out of the presidential race after getting caught having an affair. After all, it would be unthinkable to have a president who’s had an affair.
Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano continues to spew molten lava. Scientists say the lava is some 1,000 degrees. To put that in perspective, that’s nearly as hot as a cup of Starbucks coffee.

Hawaii’s Kilauea volcano continues to spew molten lava. In fact, CBS has announced plans for a new TV show about a private detective investigating the eruption called Magma P.I.

Industry experts say rising gas prices could make this the most expensive summer driving season in years. In fact, it’s getting so expensive that people are buying new Bentleys just to get the free tank of gas.

Industry experts say rising gas prices could make this the most expensive summer driving season in years. In fact, gas is getting so expensive that some people in California are actually walking out to their mailboxes.

THE WATERCOOLER…

If you're looking for something to celebrate, this is National Coconut Cream Pie Day, National Have A Coke Day, National Student Nurse Day, National Teacher Appreciation Day and No Socks Day!

Graduating college is usually a cause for celebration, but apparently they had a problem with that at the University of Florida. The university is apologizing after a faculty member pushed minority students offstage when they broke out into celebratory dances while accepting their diplomas. Student Nafeesah Attah said the dances were symbolic gestures of joy that had meaning rooted to their fraternities and sororities and that the actions of the white usher who grabbed them and shoved them off stage "was not arbitrary." The university apologized and said the hands-on removal process would be banned from future ceremonies. (See here)

THE WATERCOOLER…

I scream, you scream, we all scream for Free Cone Day! Today is Häagen-Dazs Shops’ annual Free Cone Day. Participating shops across the country will give away free scoops of ice cream and sorbet from 4 to 8 p.m. today. There is a small catch as Häagen-Dazs wants to bring awareness to the declining populations of honey bees and get you to donate to help the cause. You can find participating shops on their website. (See post here)

Denver’s Saul Flores and Adrianna Alvarez met at a Chipotle and at one point they both worked at Chipotle, too. That’s not all they did at Chipotle as Adrianna recently went into labor with her fourth child while driving to the hospital. Unfortunately, Adrianna told Saul they weren’t going to make it and to pull over. Saul pulled over and the baby arrived…in the parking lot of a Chipotle. To celebrate, Chipotle hosted a baby shower for mom and dad, the 9-1-1 dispatcher that handled their call and their families. Festivities included a cake and cupcakes with fake burritos on top and a swaddle blanket for baby Jaden that looks like a tortilla.

DUH…
Back in the 80s, televangelist Jim Bakker was involved in a sex and fraud scandal and served five years in federal prison. Apparently, Bakker hasn’t learned his lesson as he’s back on TV selling cabins in Missouri's Ozark Mountains, telling followers that experts say they’ll be safe there from any sort of apocalypse and that they’ll want to stock their refrigerators with six 28-ounce "Extreme Survival Warfare" water bottles for $150. Should you decide that’s the life for your, Bakker is making plans to add an amphitheater, presuming any entertainers survive the apocalypse and can perform there. (See here)

When you’re an airport employee driving an official vehicle on a runway, you’d think it would be easy to notice and avoid large objects such as airplanes. That wasn’t the case for one worker at Washington’s BWI Marshall airport. The unnamed employee driving a pickup truck was somehow unable to avoid a Southwest Airlines plane pulling into a gate yesterday morning. Southwest said no one on board the plane was injured, although several passengers went on Twitter to complain about being stuck on the plane afterwards. (See here)
DUH…
The bad news is there was another school shooting, this time in Flint, Michigan. The good news is there was an armed police officer on site. The bad news is it was the police officer that did the shooting. Police are now conducting an internal investigation after the off-duty officer's gun accidentally discharged at a high school wrestling meet Saturday.

Well over 99 percent of the population can go their entire lives without being arrested for driving a lawnmower while drunk. Among that less than one percent is Franklin, Indiana’s Barry K. Ridge, who was arrested on the aforementioned charge last Saturday afternoon. Ridge propelled himself further into John Deere lore as he was previously convicted for driving a lawnmower under the influence.
It turns out that crime can pay in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Officials there have discovered why some prisoners at a jail facility in the city of Osio weren’t leaving the prison even after serving their time. It seems there was a makeshift diamond mine under the prison and prisoners and jail officials were working in it. Prisoners will have to pound rocks of another kind as authorities have ordered the closure of the mine and said anyone using it will be punished.

DUH…
Jason Shoumaker is the former facilities director for University of Texas Law. Unfortunately, Jason lost his job after he allegedly broke the law by tampering with government records. The records in question are his time sheets, which show that he was putting in full 8-hour days at the university while he was apparently vacationing in Las Vegas, the Virgin Islands, Miami and Cozumel. Amazingly, Jason managed to pull it off for over a year, thanks to technology that allowed him to answer texts and emails wherever he might be at the time. Authorities say Jason is also at the heart of a major fraud investigation involving several million dollars of questionable expenses.

When you’re known as Santa Claus in your trailer park there’s a good chance you’ve made some poor choices in life. Such is the case for Callaway, Florida’s 59-year-old Isitro Lee Sanches. Sanches faces up to 40 years in prison after being found guilty of burglary and aggravated stalking after an unnamed woman received numerous undergarments accompanied by notes from dirty Sanches that he was watching and waiting to see her in the underwear he’d left. Sanches was arrested after police searched his trailer and found about 90 pounds of women’s underwear. 
DUH…
Not smarter than the average bear was India’s Prabhu Bhatara. While returning from a wedding in Odisha, Bhatara stopped his vehicle to relieve himself. After taking care of business, Bhatara noticed an injured bear and decided this would make for a great selfie opportunity, despite friends cautioning him not to do so. Perhaps due to its injuries, the bear wasn’t in the mood for a photo. It also turned out that the bear’s injuries didn’t prevent it from mauling Bhatara to death. On the upside, Bhatara’s friends, who were safely in their car, were able to take videos of the mauling rather than trying to rescue him.
An unnamed Racine, Wisconsin, woman pulled into a new BP gas station and began filling her car. However, the woman stopped after she noticed they were charging $9.99 per gallon. After pumping a little over six gallons of gas for $64.67, the woman went into the store only to find the station was so new they weren’t even open for business yet. Apparently thinking a crime had been committed, the woman then went to police, who told her to dispute the charge with her credit card company.
TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

The annual MET GALA was held in New York last night. It’s the annual fundraiser for the Metropolitan Museum of Art's Costume Institute and always features celebrities in over-the-top dresses. It’s the event where Taylor Swift danced and romanced with Tom Hiddleston and Jay-Z, Beyonce and Solange had attended before their infamous elevator fight. This year's theme was "Heavenly Bodies: Fashion and the Catholic Imagination" and this year's co-chairs were AMAL CLOONEY, RIHANNA and DONATELLA VERSACE. In keeping with the theme, Rihanna showed up in a pope-like outfit. (See here) Other buzz-worthy moments came when Nicki Minaj and Cardi B had a conversation and seemingly ended their feud and rapper 2 CHAINZ proposed to three-time baby mama Kesha Ward on the red carpet and she said ‘yes.’ (See here)
The Securities and Exchange Commission is investigating the $200 million sale of JAY-Z'S Rocawear clothing line and whether federal securities laws were violated. Jay-Z has been resisting efforts to appear, and he’s due in court today to explain why he can’t testify as scheduled this Friday. Jay-Z has said being in court would impair the work of those preparing for his upcoming tour, as well has his own preparations.

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

BILL COSBY has been dishonored again. This time the Kennedy Center Honors has rescinded his award and they also revoked the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor that he was given. Cosby received the Kennedy Center Honors award in 1998 and the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor in 2009.
TOM SIZEMORE is being sued by a woman who claims he inappropriately touched her during the making of the movie "Born Killers" back in 2003 when she was just 11 years old. Kiersten Pyke is the woman’s name and she claims the incident happened in the presence of about 20 people, including her mother, and left her with psychological and emotional problems, substance addictions, PTSD and other afflictions. Sizemore has previously denied the allegations and it was investigated by police at the time, but prosecutors didn’t file charges due to witness and evidence problems. Pyke is seeking at least $3 million in damages. 
Billionaire ELON MUSK has apparently moved on from Amber Heard and is now dating musician GRIMES. They made their red carpet debut at last night’s Met Gala. Sources say they met online around a month ago.

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

JOHNNY DEPP is being accused of more bad behavior. This time it’s reported that Depp attacked a crew member on the Los Angeles set of the movie "LAByrinth." After a location manager told director Brad Furman a scene had to wrap because a location permit had run out, he said, "Tell that to Johnny Depp."

The location manager did just that and that’s when the fireworks began. While Depp reportedly yelled at the guy, a punch to the ribs apparently didn’t connect and a source said Johnny had been smoking and drinking all day before the altercation. Furman later said in a statement "Johnny Depp is a consummate professional…Movies can be stressful, and non-events often become exaggerated. We all love stories -- there isn't one here."

A new biography of ROBIN WILLIAMS is coming out next week. Of course, it chronicles the drug use and infidelity issues we’ve heard about, but it also offers details into the final years of his life. Williams was misdiagnosed with Parkinson’s disease and it wasn’t until after he died that doctors said he actually had Lewy body dementia. His wife said that in his final years, Williams had a number of ailments and was also paranoid and delusional. They say that the night before he hanged himself he feared his designer wristwatches were in danger of being stolen, so he took several of them to a friend’s house for safekeeping.

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

The woman that hacked into PARIS HILTON'S iCloud and stole her nude photos has been sentenced to 57 months in prison. The hacker was busted back in November and cut a plea deal and received the full sentence prosecutors had sought. (See Paris comment here)
Any man hoping to date JANE FONDA may be a bit frustrated. At the risk of sharing TMI, Fonda says that at the age of 80 she’s done with sex, saying: “I’ve closed up shop down there!” The subject came up because Fonda is plugging her new movie, ‘Book Club,’ which is about four single seniors who experience a sexual awakening after reading ‘Fifty Shades of Grey.’

KATHY GRIFFIN says she’s been placed on a “kill list” and is still receiving constant threats over that President Trump severed head photo. Griffin also said Ryan Seacrest is mad at her because she hired that stylist who accused him of sexual harassment. Griffin also says her former publicist is talking about her behind her back and that someone at “RuPaul’s Drag Race” has a problem with her even though she’s done the show many times for free.
DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

New Movies on Video…
Fifty Shades Freed - Christian gets tied down by Anastasia.
New TV on Video…

Police Woman: The Complete Final Season

Rowan and Martin's Laugh-In: The Complete Fourth Season

Dear White People: Season One

The Cromarties: Season 1 (Part 2)

Chrisley Knows Best: Season 6

Botched: Season 4 (Part 2)

It’s been announced that Season 5 of ‘ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT’ will be available on Netflix starting May 29th. All the major players are back and they released a trailer to get you ready for it. (See here)

Fox has announced that they’ve renewed the medical drama “THE RESIDENT” for a second season.

DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

NBC has announced that “GOOD GIRLS” will be back for a second season. They also unveiled two new dramas for this fall, the covert ops drama “THE ENEMY WITHIN” and “THE VILLAGE,” which is about the lives of residents of a Brooklyn apartment building.

The E channel apparently didn’t have to wrestle with the decision to renew ‘TOTAL DIVAS’ for two more seasons. Season eight will premiere later this year, while the Bella Twins' spinoff series ‘Total Bellas’ will return for its new season on May 20th.
Amazon has axed the series ‘TRANSPARENT.’ The series will do one final season without JEFFREY TAMBOR, who was fired over sexual harassment allegations, and wrap things up.

‘Game of Thrones’ actor HAFÞÓR JÚLÍUS BJÖRNSSON, best known on the show as The Mountain, proved his strength in real life as he won the annual World’s Strongest Man competition in the Philippines over the weekend. (See here, here)

MUSIC NOTES…

ARCADE FIRE will receive the Allan Slaight Humanitarian Spirit Award in recognition of their charity work. Arcade Fire has been involved with numerous charity causes, mainly with the global healthcare organization Partners in Health and poverty relief efforts in Haiti.

As anticipated, PHIL COLLINS has announced plans for his first major North American tour in 12 years. The ‘Phil Collins Not Dead Yet, Live’ tour kicks off with the first of 15 dates on October 5th in Fort Lauderdale.
QUEEN, with ADAM LAMBERT, has announced a series of 10 concerts at the MGM in Las Vegas in September. Tickets for The Crown Jewels dates will go on sale this Friday. Lambert also shared a promotional poster for the concert series on Twitter. (See here, Lambert’s TV announcement here)

HUEY LEWIS was on the ‘Today’ show yesterday morning and talked about his hearing loss. Lewis said he hasn’t come to grips with the fact that he may never sing again. While he’s hopeful of recovering Lewis said, "I can do everything but what I love to do the most, which is a drag." (See here)

MUSIC NOTES…

You can arrange for BILLY JOEL to wish your mom a happy Mother's Day. Joel’s record label has created the website AlwaysLoveYou.com, where you can create a Mother's Day eCard with your choice of one of 10 of his songs. You can also customize the card with your choice of colors, sizes, designs, a personal message and photos.

Supergirl star MELISSA BENOIST will make her Broadway debut this summer in the lead role of ‘Beautiful: The CAROLE KING Musical.’ Melissa will star as King from June 7th through August 4th.

ARIANA GRANDE sent out a mysterious tweet yesterday that included a religious painting and the caption "The Last Judgment."  One of the songs on Ariana's upcoming album is

called "God Is a Woman," and fans seem to think its release is imminent. (See post here)
BRUNO MARS did a Q&A session on Twitter yesterday. Among the reveals is that he’s been listening to The Beach Boys, Gucci Mane, System of a Down and Incubus. While new music doesn’t seem to be on the way anytime soon, Bruno did say: "I will do my best to leave y'all wit something to rock to."

MUSIC NOTES…

KATY PERRY wore a winged fallen angel outfit to last night’s Met Gala, but she was almost late to the event. The classic car Katy was riding in broke down on its way to the Metropolitan Museum of Art, leaving her temporarily stranded in all of her winged glory. (See here) 

Is TAYLOR SWIFT having trouble selling tickets to her upcoming “Reputation” tour?  The Ticketmaster website shows plenty of tickets still available for the first nine shows, although they’ve removed resale tickets from the site, making the number of available seats seem much smaller. However, it may be that the move to thwart scalpers is working too well and they’ve been unable to scoop up all the tickets they usually do.

ADELE celebrated her 30th birthday over the weekend with a Titanic-themed party. Adele shared some photos online and, of course, the Internet had a problem with it. The spoil sports felt that having a party based on a tragedy where many people died wasn’t in good taste. (See here)

MUSIC NOTES…
CELINE DION danced with Deadpool in her 'Ashes' video and now she’s released a behind the scenes clip. In it, Deadpool explains his newfound dancing skills by saying he had five bones from his body removed, including his collar bones and seven inches of spine in order to make him more fluid. Celine and Deadpool also reveal they’re both A-cups! (See clip here)

The PRINCE Estate is auctioning off his private home in Turks and Caicos. While there’s no minimum bid, a registration deposit of $100,000 is required, although that’s refundable if you’re not the winning bidder. The 10,000 square-foot home sits on more than five acres and includes six bedrooms, a tennis court, two private beaches and a purple driveway. (See here)

JANET JACKSON will be honored with the Icon Award at this year's Billboard Music Awards. Janet will also deliver her first TV performance in nine years. The Billboard Music Awards will air live on Sunday, May 20th.

NICKI MINAJ attended last night’s Met Gala and announced that her highly anticipated new album is coming June 15th and it's called ‘Queen.’ (See here)

MUSIC NOTES…
Not that you have a chance, but IGGY AZALEA is single. There had been reports that she and TYGA had something going on, but Iggy tweeted: "I thought it was fairly obvious, but I feel I need to clarify again. I'm still extremely single & I’m not dating anyone. Honestly."

POST MALONE has set a new Billboard Hot 100 record for most simultaneous top 20 hits. Malone has nine songs in the top 20, plus all 18 tracks from 'beerbongs & bentleys' in the Hot 100. That breaks the record of six top 20 songs held by THE BEATLES and J. COLE.

A movie and an investigative docu-series on R. KELLY are coming to Lifetime. The network is re-launching its "Stop

Violence Against Women" campaign and they say their movie will shed a light on Kelly and the accusations of abuse of underage girls. No word on when they’ll air.

CARRIE UNDERWOOD will return to where it all began as she’ll serve as a guest mentor on ‘American Idol’ this Sunday. Look for Carrie as the top five contestants make a surprise trip to Nashville. Carrie will also perform "Cry Pretty" on the show.

MUSIC NOTES…
BRETT ELDREDGE has announced a second leg of his ‘Long Way’ tour. The new round of dates begins September 13th in Denver and runs through October 19th in Boca Raton, Florida.

CHARLES KELLEY and DAVE HAYWOOD of LADY ANTEBELLUM gave the commencement address at the University of Georgia over the weekend. Not only did they share words of wisdom with the students, they also performed an acoustic version of "Georgia on My Mind." (See here)

DOLLY PARTON made a surprise visit to the Sevier County Senior Center yesterday. Dolly was on hand for a ceremony to rename the facility the My People Senior Activity Center in honor of her parents, Robert and Avie Lee Parton. Officials say they had to keep the ceremony secret until the last minute so they wouldn’t be overrun by fans.

TUBULAR…

Daytime:

CBS This Morning: Meek Mill
Today: Kelsea Ballerini reveals CMT Music Awards nominees

Kelly & Ryan: Maura Tierney; Bryshere Gray; Sugarland

Ellen: Woody Harrelson; Gayle King; Panic! at the Disco
Primetime: 
Fox: The season (maybe series) finale of Lethal Weapon
CBS: The season finale of Bull and Pauly Perrette says farewell to NCIS
NBC: The Voice features Charlie Puth & 5 Seconds of Summer
TNT: NBA Jazz at Rockets; Pelicans at Warriors
Late Night:

Kimmel: Woody Harrelson; Sara Gilbert; Bazzi performs
Colbert: Michael B. Jordan; comic Heather Pasternak
Fallon: Trevor Noah; Gabrielle Union; Chromeo and D.R.A.M. perform
Corden: Melissa McCarthy; Chris Parnell; Wallows performs
Meyers: Tracee Ellis Ross; Cameron Monaghan; comic Joe Pera
Conan: Eva Longoria; Luke Hemsworth
SPORTS SHIRT…

The Cleveland Cavaliers swept away the Toronto Raptors last night and moved on to another Eastern Conference final. This time the Cavaliers will face the winner of the Boston Celtics – Philadelphia 76ers series.

Stan Van Gundy lost two jobs yesterday as he’s out as both coach and president of basketball operations for the Detroit Pistons. The Pistons missed the playoffs this season for the third time in four years under Van Gundy. 
The New York Knicks officially announced the hiring of David Fizdale as their new head coach yesterday. Fizdale will be formally introduced at a news conference today. Fizdale replaces Jeff Hornacek, who was fired after the season ended. 

Chicago White Sox pitcher Danny Farquhar, who suffered a brain hemorrhage during a game last month, has been discharged from the hospital. While Farquhar is out for the season, his neurosurgeon says he expects him to be able to pitch sometime in the future.

SPORTS SHIRT…

The New York Yankees and Boston Red Sox will play a pair of regular season games at London's Olympic Stadium next season. The games will take place next June 29-30 and will be the first-ever regular-season games in Europe. 

The Pittsburgh Penguins will not three-peat as Stanley Cup champions. The Penguins were defeated in overtime last night by the Washington Capitals, who win their series 4-2 and will face the Tampa Bay Lightning in the Eastern Conference final.

The Carolina Panthers have signed veteran running back C.J. Anderson to a one-year deal. Anderson was released by the Denver Broncos last month after his first 1,000-yard season.

San Francisco 49ers linebacker Reuben Foster allegedly threw a dog across a room during an alleged domestic violence incident. It supposedly happened during that incident with his longtime girlfriend, who has since recanted her accusations. 

NASCAR’s France family is reportedly exploring the possibility of selling the sanctioning body. The family is said to have engaged investment bank Goldman Sachs to explore a possible sale, although nothing is definite as of yet.
SCOREBOARD…
MLB:

PHI 11, SF 0


NYM 7, CIN 6


MIN 6, STL 0


TEX 7, DET 6


CHC 14, MIA 2


HOU 16, OAK 2


WSH 8, SD 5

NBA:
PHI 103, BOS 92


Celtics lead series 3-1

CLE 128, TOR 93

Cavaliers win 4-0

NHL:
Washington 2, Pittsburgh 1 (OT)

Capitals win 4-2

Nashville 4, Winnipeg 0

Series tied 3-3
HISTORY LESSON…

1886: Atlanta pharmacist John Styth Pemberton invented Coca-Cola. 

1877: The first Westminster Kennel Club dog show was held.

1945: Germany formally surrendered, ending its role in World War II. The day became known as V-E Day.

1952: Mad Magazine debuted. 

1961: New York's new National League baseball team was named the Metropolitans and quickly shortened to the Mets. 

1970: The Beatles' final original album, Let It Be, was released. 

1973: Militant Native Americans surrendered after holding the South Dakota town of Wounded Knee for 10 weeks.

1984: The USSR announced it would boycott the Los Angeles Olympic games.

1987: Gary Hart dropped out of the presidential race after getting caught having an affair.

1999: Nancy Ruth Mace became the first female cadet to graduate from the Citadel.

Birthday Partiers:

singer Toni Tennille (The Captain & Tennille) 65
actress Melissa Gilbert (Little House on the Prairie) 54
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