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BITMAN




THE BITS…

Yesterday was Election Day and many polling places reported long lines. In fact, the lines were so long that many voters had to seek medical attention for having an election lasting four hours.

Yesterday was Election Day and long lines were reported at polling places. You could tell the lines were long because some people were still there to vote in the 2016 election.

In yesterday’s elections, New York’s Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez became the youngest woman ever elected to Congress. You could tell she was young because she funded her campaign by selling Girl Scout cookies.

Virginia's Denver Riggleman was elected to Congress yesterday despite being accused of being a devotee of Bigfoot erotica. Riggleman denied being into Bigfoot erotica, but did admit to having a thing for the Loch Ness monster.

Voters in Texas re-elected Senator Ted Cruz over Beto O’Rourke yesterday. It marked the second time this week that they turned the clocks back.

THE BITS…
Election results continued to trickle in well past midnight last night. In fact, I haven’t spent this much time watching political events unfold since I binge-watched House of Cards.

Yesterday, voters elected a record number of women as first-time members of the House. It’s nice to see women finally getting out of the house and getting into the House.

Yesterday, voters elected a record number of women as first-time members of the House. In fact, during ceremonies in the House next January, more women will be sworn in than at the Bill Cosby trial.

In yesterday’s voting, indicted Republican congressmen won re-election in New York and California. Hopefully this will send a strong message to every member of Congress the next time they think of committing a crime.

Democrats retook control of the House yesterday. Analysts say it was because of the Democrats’ ability to motivate their base and Russia’s inability to motivate their hackers.

THE BITS…

Due to low ratings, ABC is moving Alec Baldwin’s talk show to Saturday nights. In fact, they say fewer people have watched Alec on his talk show than on that video where he beat up a guy over a parking spot.
The Girl Scouts have sued the Boy Scouts over trademark infringement. However, the Girl Scouts could have a tough time in court because the Boy Scouts just introduced a new merit badge for ambulance chasing.

Athletic wear company Under Armour has informed their employees that they’ll no longer be allowed to charge visits to strip clubs on company credit cards. That means if employees visit places with poles, they’d better be used for vaulting.

Under Armour has informed their employees that they’ll no longer be allowed to charge visits to strip clubs on company credit cards. It’s going to be tough to land new clients by offering them a lap dance from Phil in accounting.
THE WATERCOOLER…

If you’re looking for something to celebrate, today is National Stress Awareness Day, Hug a Bear Day, Little League Girls Day, National Bittersweet Chocolate with Almonds Day and Notary Public Day!
Yesterday was Election Day and it turned out to be quite a long day for some voters. Long lines, malfunctioning machines and other problems came in from across the country. A national hotline for voting problems fielded complaints from Georgia, Arizona, Florida, New York, Michigan and Texas. Complaints ranged from polling sites not opening on time, machines not working and paper ballots not being available. In Georgia, some people reported waiting up to three hours to vote. Some elections haven’t even been decided yet as runoffs and recounts may be looming.
Just ahead of yesterday’s Election Day, Facebook said it blocked 115 accounts for suspected “coordinated inauthentic behavior.” The accounts were linked to foreign groups attempting to interfere with the elections. Almost all of the blocked Facebook accounts were in French or Russian, while the accounts they blocked on Instagram were mostly in English and were focused either on celebrities or political debate.
THE WATERCOOLER…
Thanksgiving is just around the corner and it turns out the day before turkey day isn’t the worst day to shop after all. Yes, stores will be busy on Wednesday, but the busiest Thanksgiving shopping day is two days before on Tuesday. In fact, those who know say that if you want to avoid the crowds and make sure they don’t run out of the things you need, finish your shopping by Monday at the latest. 

The Girl Scouts of the United States of America have sued the Boy Scouts of America over trademark infringement. The Girl Scouts are upset because since the Boy Scouts began letting girls in, they now commonly refer to themselves as just Scouts. The Girls say they own the trademark for not only “Girl Scouts” but for “Scouts” in general. In court papers, the Girl Scouts say they don’t want to be associated with the Boy Scouts, especially considering their history of “acts of misconduct perpetrated by some of its leaders over the years.” They also say, “Parents interested in signing up for Girl Scouts programs have instead mistakenly signed up for the new girls’ programs offered by the Boy Scouts.
THE WATERCOOLER…
Car thieves continue to be busy around the country, but you’re more likely to have your wheels jacked if you drive a common vehicle like a Honda Accord, Honda Civic, or a Chevrolet or Ford pickup truck. According to the National Insurance Crime Bureau, those are by far the most stolen vehicles in America, especially if they’re an older model without modern security features. While they don’t seem flashy, thieves most often steal them just for the parts.

It was a bum-bum bummer at the Miss Bum-Bum contest in Brazil on Monday night. Miss Bum-Bum is an annual contest to find the woman with the most attractive booty, but this year’s event turned into a butt-kicking contest between two women, who got into a fight onstage over whose hiney was fake. Ellen Santana was crowned the winner, but Aline Uva charged at her, ripped off her sash and put it on herself and it was on. (See here)

DUH…
When you’re drunk and already wanted by police, what’s the worst thing you could possibly do?  For Orleans, Vermont’s 24-year-old Christopher Conley it was being clocked going 111 mph in a 65 zone on Interstate 91. Conley was charged with multiple crimes, including DUI and felony eluding a police officer with gross negligence after he eventually got off the interstate and went more than 100 mph on a dirt road before missing a turn and flipping his car.

Holland, Michigan’s Samantha Lynn Baxter has a long rap sheet and was recently released from prison. It looks as if Samantha’s freedom will be short lived after a recent visit to the Blue Bird Liquor Store in Muskegon Heights. Samantha is accused of backing her car into the shop at fairly high speed, although she claims she was trying to stop when she accidentally stepped on the accelerator. While that may be true, witnesses said that prior to the crash her vehicle was driving back and forth erratically in the parking lot. Samantha has been charged with driving while intoxicated by drugs, and her defense lawyer has their work cut out for them because, in addition to witnesses, the crash was captured on surveillance video. (See here)

DUH…
If you’re a newspaper reporter looking for a new gig, there’s a job opening at Michigan’s Huron Daily Tribune. Brenda Battel was a staff writer for the paper as recently as Monday when she called to arrange a post-election interview with Republican Senate candidate John James. Brenda left a voicemail message with the James campaign and hung up. At least Brenda thought she hung up. Campaign staffers later played back the message and heard Brenda, who apparently supported opponent Debbie Stabenow say, "Man, if he beats her…Jesus! F---ing John James. That would suck!" Needless to say, the James campaign released the tape and Brenda was fired. 

You have to give credit to Denver’s Scott Walsh for his chivalry. However, Scott loses a few points when it comes to common sense. Scott was with a friend on Friday when she somehow managed to drop her phone down his apartment building's garbage chute. Ever gallant, Scott attempted to reach for the phone, but instead tumbled head first down the chute. Scott’s impact caused the compactor to activate and by the time he was rescued his skull was cracked in two places, he ruptured arteries in his neck, and both of his legs were broken. A witness said, "It wasn't a very good scene. He's very lucky to be alive."
DUH…
Avondale, Arizona brothers John and Anthony Murillo got into an argument on Sunday night. John won the first round of the argument when Anthony knocked on his brother's bedroom door to confront him and John responded by shooting through the locked door, striking Anthony several times. Anthony was taken to the hospital and John told police, “I shot him through the door, I just reacted, I wasn’t thinking." Police say the brothers were fighting because Anthony was mad about John using his "Tupperware-style dish."
Sterlington, Louisiana police received a call on Sunday about a man wandering aimlessly and taking photos of vehicles in a parking lot. Police arrived to find one Ernie Clay Hargrove, who told the officer he was looking for his cars, which were worth more than $250,000. The officer noted that Ernie’s eyes were fully dilated and his speech was incoherent. While patting him down, the officer found an unknown liquid in a pill bottle and a powdery substance, which Ernie said was monkey blood and Comet cleaning powder. The officer said Ernie continued to speak incoherently and took him to jail, but on the way there, he advised him that he couldn’t be arrested because he's a sovereign citizen. However, Ernie was mistaken as he was charged with disturbing the peace. 
DUH…
We now know the makers of Hot Pockets can’t be sued for false advertising. Casper, Wyoming police arrested Levi Lucero on domestic battery charges early Sunday morning after he allegedly threw a Hot Pocket at his girlfriend. A neighbor called police to say the girlfriend's face was "blistering and falling off" and when officers arrived they found "Hot Pocket shrapnel" all over the woman’s neck and shirt and burns on her neck and left ear. The woman later told police that the incident occurred after Lucero asked her to make him a Hot Pocket, change the channel on the TV and give him her phone so he could look at Facebook. She says he then became "hateful" and started to say mean things to her and a fight ensued.
An unnamed railroad engineer of a 268-car, 4-locomotive train, whom we’ll call Casey Jones, recently hopped out his cab to inspect one of the cars. Unfortunately, Casey failed to take any precautions that would prevent the train from moving without him and it pulled away with nobody on board except its load of iron ore. Before long, the runaway train hit speeds of 68 mph as it barreled through the Australian Outback. Authorities were forced to derail the train and later described the damage to the equipment as “substantial,” with nearly a mile of track being damaged by the derailment. (See aftermath here)
DUH…
Workers were preparing to open Florida’s St. Augustine Alligator Farm Zoological Park on Tuesday morning when they noticed several lamps and signs were broken, and a statue was toppled. However, that statue was only accessible by swimming across the crocodile ponds. Workers found a pair of shorts and a Crocs rubber shoe floating in a pool and thought it might be a prank until they saw blood. When the staff called police, officers told them they probably already had the suspect in custody. The man, wearing only his boxers, denied that he’d been messing around at the alligator farm, although he was bloodied and appeared to have several bites on his foot. The break-in was captured on surveillance video and the park manager may have explained it by saying the suspect appeared to be on drugs. (See break in here)
Police responded to a fight early Sunday in Devils Lake, North Dakota. When one officer arrived and got out of his squad car to investigate, a woman allegedly jumped in, drove the car onto a curb and tried to back up onto the street before the cop could remove her from the vehicle. However, the woman was soon placed back in the squad car, albeit in the backseat, as she was arrested on charges including, yes, DUI. 
TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

MICHAEL DOUGLAS received a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame yesterday. Among those on hand to help him celebrate were his eldest son, Cameron Douglas, wife, CATHERINE ZETA-JONES and even his 101-year-old dad, KIRK DOUGLAS, made a rare public appearance. (See here)

JOHN STAMOS has revealed that he once nearly pleasured himself to himself! Stamos and wife Caitlin McHugh wanted to start a family, so they went to a fertility clinic. Stamos was asked to give a sample and was taken into a private room with video materials and a TV for stimulation. Stamos turned on the TV and what comes on the screen but ‘Fuller House!’ However, Stamos said, “If I’m going to masturbate to myself, it’s going to be my old self — not the new one!” (See interview here)

The next season of ‘THE BACHELOR’ begins in January and the big question is whether COLTON UNDERWOOD will lose his V-card. Of course, most of the season has already been taped, although host Chris Harrison won’t give much away. As of this week’s tapings, Underwood still had his card, but Harrison said they hadn’t gotten to the fantasy suite episode yet and that will likely be a major test.

TINSELTOWN TATTLER…

AMY SCHUMER totally fan-girled on a recent flight from Las Vegas to New York…over herself!  Amy was trying to go incognito with big sunglasses and a hat but outed herself when she looked at the in-flight entertainment menu and saw her 2018 film ‘I Feel Pretty.’ Upon seeing it, Amy said loudly, “‘I Feel Pretty’ is such a funny movie!”
DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

There may be some big news for fans of ‘BREAKING BAD.’ Rumor has it that a ‘Breaking Bad’ movie is happening and soon! Reports out of New Mexico say the movie will begin filming later this month. However, no one connected with the show has confirmed or denied.

Ratings for last Sunday’s episode of ‘THE WALKING DEAD’ were up as people tuned in to find out how Rick Grimes would leave the show. Some 5.4 million viewers tuned in, which was up six percent from the week before.

Booting MEGYN KELLY from the “TODAY” show has proven to be good for their ratings. Today had the most morning show viewers for the second straight week, which is the first time that’s happened since the Winter Olympics.
ABC is moving “THE ALEC BALDWIN SHOW” from its Sunday time slot to Saturdays. To show how low Baldwin’s ratings have been, his former time slot is being taken over by reruns of “Shark Tank.” Baldwin’s talk show will return with new episodes starting on Saturday, December 8th.

DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

KELLY RIPA will guest star on an upcoming episode of ‘RIVERDALE,’ although it won’t be much of an acting stretch for her. Kelly will play the mistress of Hiram Lodge, who just happens to be played by her real life husband, MARK CONSUELOS. Meanwhile, their son Michael Consuelos will appear in tonight’s episode as a younger version of his dad.

The USA Network has announced that ‘THE PURGE’ will be back for a second season. The series is based on the movie franchise and the announcement came just ahead of the show's first-season finale last night.

NBC has cancelled the drama series ‘REVERIE.’ The show starred SARAH SHAHI and DENNIS HAYSBERT and what turned out to be its only season aired this summer.

The TNT drama series ‘GOOD BEHAVIOR’ apparently didn’t have good ratings as the cable channel announced that it’s been canceled after two seasons.

DATELINE HOLLYWOOD…

MELISSA MCCARTHY will receive the inaugural People's Icon award at the People's Choice Awards on Sunday. McCarthy is being honored for her television and film work, which includes the sitcom ‘Mike and Molly,’ as well as movies such as ‘Ghostbusters’ and ‘Bridesmaids.’

‘SHREK’ is getting the reboot treatment. Chris Meledandri, the man behind “Despicable Me,” has been put in charge of finding a fresh story line for the movie, although he says he hopes to keep the original voices, including MIKE MYERS, EDDIE MURPHY and ANTONIO BANDERAS.

It may have come a bit too late, but DR. EVIL announced he was running for Congress! Actually, MIKE MYERS appeared on ‘The Tonight Show’ on Monday night to announce his bid. Myers said, “It’s 2018, evil’s in right now. It’s hip. It’s like playing Fortnite while slamming a Tide pod and doing the Shiggy challenge.” (See here)

MUSIC NOTES…

IMAGINE DRAGONS are having some sort of pop-up event in Las Vegas today. The band is planning a fan event, or events, on the Strip this afternoon and evening. According to the band’s website, something called “The Origins Experience” is set to happen. The band has a new album on the way called “Experience” and all signs point to a pop-up concert.

Rumor has it that drummer PHIL RUDD has rejoined AC/DC. The band fired him back in 2014 after his arrest for drugs and a murder-for-hire plot. However, buzz about the reunion has been accidentally started by DAVE GROHL. When asked which band he’d love to play drums in, Grohl responded, “AC/DC. That's my last one, that's it. Phil Rudd is back though.”

KISS performed “Rock and Roll All Nite” on the ‘Late, Late Show’ the other night. However, it wasn’t quite the same as James Corden put on some KISS makeup and joined them with his own lyrics to the song such as, “More than two drinks is a big mistake/ Can’t fall asleep and get the worst headache/ I got work tomorrow, let’s not get crazy.” (See here)

MUSIC NOTES…

The annual gala to raise money for the ELTON JOHN AIDS Foundation was held in New York on Monday. SHERYL CROW was the musical guest and Elton paid tribute to last year's musical performer, ARETHA FRANKLIN. This year they raised $3.9 million for the foundation.

JOHN MAYER did double duty at the wedding reception for ‘Boy Meets World’ star Danielle Fishel over the weekend. Mayer served as a groomsman and sang a cover of Beyoncé's "XO" for the couple's first dance together. Fishel later posted a snippet on Instagram. (See here)

A public memorial service will be held in honor of late ALL THAT REMAINS guitarist OLI HERBERT this Sunday in Worcester, Massachusetts. The event will also be live streamed. Herbert died last month in an accident on his property.

MITCH RYDER has a new holiday album out called ‘Christmas (Take a Ride).’ Ryder also has post-holiday plans as he’s also recorded a new album that’s due next year and has written a stage musical he hopes to produce in the future.

MUSIC NOTES…

ARIANA GRANDE will perform a presumably cleaned up version of "Thank U, Next" on ‘The Ellen DeGeneres Show’ today. Ariana plugged the appearance by tweeting a photo alongside friends Victoria Monet and Tayla Parx in which they’re dressed as Bette Midler, Diane Keaton and Goldie Hawn from ‘The First Wives Club.’ (See here)

ARIANA GRANDE has been named Billboard magazine’s 2018 Woman of the Year. Ariana will receive the award December 6th at the 13th annual Women in Music gala in New York, which will stream live on Twitter.

DEMI LOVATO returned to Instagram just in time to vote! Demi shared a photo of herself casting her ballot yesterday with the caption, "I am so grateful to be home in time to vote, one vote can make a difference, so make sure your voice is heard, now go out and #VOTE." (See post here)

HALSEY may have moved on from G-Eazy with JOHN MAYER! Halsey shared a photo of them singing karaoke early yesterday morning and captioned the picture, “7 am carpool karaoke with John Mayer.” 
MUSIC NOTES…

They may be on hiatus, but for the first time ever ONE DIRECTION has had one of their videos reach the 1 billion views mark on YouTube. Six years after releasing "What Makes You Beautiful," the song's video has racked up 1 billion views.

Chances for a ONE DIRECTION reunion took another hit as ZAYN MALIK now says he didn't make a single friend while he was in the group. Zayn tells the December issue of British Vogue that he was always a bit of a loner and that the pressure of fame got to him. However, Zayn says that after he left the group, the others made snide remarks about him he didn’t appreciate. (See article here)

SINEAD O’CONNOR, who now goes by the name Shuhada Davitt, sent out a series of what she admitted were racist tweets, saying she never wants to spend time with white people again. Sinead recently converted to Islam and acknowledged her rants might seem crazy saying, “If it’s ‘Crazy’ to care. Then by all means, spank my ass and call me Fruity loops.” 

MUSIC NOTES…

GARTH BROOKS will get to perform his secret, never before heard song at the 2018 CMA Awards after all. Garth had said show organizers told him they didn’t want him doing a ballad no one had heard before, so he opted to just attend the event. Garth has said the song is for his wife TRISHA YEARWOOD and revealed its initials are "S.T.M." 
TRISHA YEARWOOD is staying mum about rumored new music on the way, but husband GARTH BROOKS knows what her secret is! Garth was asked about the Trisha rumors, but said that as much as he’d like to, he’s not allowed to say anything.

JUSTIN MOORE has announced his first batch of 2019 tour dates and opening acts. Moore will hit the road starting January 25th in Springfield, Illinois and will have CODY JOHNSON, ERIC PASLAY and RILEY GREEN along with him.

KIMBERLY WILLIAMS-PAISLEY has joined the cast of DOLLY PARTON'S new Netflix series. Kimberly will play Emily, a devoted wife and mother who starts a new chapter of her life as the president of the Coventry’s Women’s League.
TUBULAR…

Daytime:

GMA: Marshmello and Dan Smith perform
Kelly & Ryan: Michael Consuelos
Ellen: Octavia Spencer, Ariana Grande performs
Primetime: 
CBS: Survivor alliances between Davids and Goliaths are tested
FXX: The season finale of It’s Always Sunny in Philadelphia Bravo: The season premiere of Real Housewives of New Jersey
CNBC: Deal or No Deal returns

ESPN: NBA 76ers at Pacers; Timberwolves at Lakers
ESPN2: NCAAF Toledo at Northern Illinois
NBCSN: NHL Penguins at Capitals; Predators at Avalanche
Late Night:

Kimmel: Melissa McCarthy; Dennis Miller; The Milk Carton Kids perform
Colbert: Chris Pine; Triumph, The Insult Comic Dog
Fallon: Eddie Redmayne; comic Jack Whitehall; Lauren Daigle Corden: mentalist Derren Brown; Morrissey performs
Meyers: Sarah Jessica Parker
SPORTS SHIRT…

Dez Bryant’s workout with the New Orleans Saints apparently went well yesterday as they’re said to be putting together a deal. The Saints also worked out former Seahawks receiver Brandon Marshall and former Ravens wide receiver Kamar Aiken.

The Oklahoma City Thunder say Russell Westbrook will miss tonight's game against the Cavaliers because of a sprained left ankle. The team says they’ll wait to see how Westbrook’s ankle responds to treatment before providing another update.

The Boston Celtics’ Kyrie Irving has been fined $25,000 by the NBA for throwing a ball into the stands after his team’s loss to the Denver Nuggets on Monday.

LaVar Ball announced that his youngest son, LaMelo, is leaving the JBA USA team and returning to complete his senior year of high school at SPIRE Institute in Geneva, Ohio. LaVar pulled LaMelo out of high school in California after a disagreement with the school’s new coach. (See Ball’s tweet here)

CC Sabathia has agreed to a one-year, $8 million contract to return to the New York Yankees. The deal is pending the results of a physical following a postseason scope of his right knee.
SPORTS SHIRT…

Houston Astros pitcher Lance McCullers Jr. underwent Tommy John surgery yesterday and will miss the 2019 season. McCullers pitched five postseason innings, but later revealed he was pitching "through some stuff."

The Chicago Blackhawks fired coach Joel Quenneville and assistants Kevin Dineen and Ulf Samuelsson yesterday. Quenneville led the team to three Stanley Cups, but they hadn’t won a playoff series since their 2015 championship. The team named Jeremy Colliton to replace Quenneville.

Several members of the Ottawa Senators have apologized after comments they made bashing assistant coach Martin Raymond on a video surfaced online. The players were apparently recorded without their consent on a dash-cam during an Uber ride in Phoenix last month. 

The second College Football Playoff ranking was released yesterday with Alabama and Clemson remaining 1-2. Notre Dame moved up to third with Michigan moving into the top four, while LSU dropped to seventh after their loss to Alabama.

SCOREBOARD…

NBA:

CHA 113, ATL 102


DAL 119, WSH 100

BKN 104, PHX 82


POR 118, MIL 103

NHL:

TOR 3, VGS 1


NYR 5, MTL 3


CBJ 4, DAL 1


OTT 7, NJ 3


DET 3, VAN 2 (SO)


TB 5, EDM 2


STL 4, CAR 1


LA 4, ANA 1


SJ 4, MIN 3
HISTORY LESSON…

1893: Colorado became the first state to grant women the right to vote. 

1944: President Franklin D. Roosevelt won an unprecedented fourth term in office, defeating Thomas Dewey.

1954: The CBS News show Face the Nation premiered.

1965: The Pillsbury Dough Boy made his debut. 

1967: The Corporation for Public Broadcasting was established. 

1973: New Jersey became the first state to allow girls to play Little League baseball.

1991: Magic Johnson revealed he was HIV-positive and announced his retirement from basketball.

1999: Tiger Woods became the first golfer since Ben Hogan in 1953 to win four straight tournaments. 

2000: Vice President Al Gore won the popular vote, but lost the presidency to George W. Bush in the Electoral College. 

2011: Dr. Conrad Murray was found guilty of involuntary manslaughter in the death of Michael Jackson. 

Birthday Partiers:

musician Johnny Rivers 76
musician Joni Mitchell 75
singer Lorde 24
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