Border Crossing Procedures: Destination Mexico
Individual

Each person in the group will need to get a temporary tourist visa.  It is fairly simple to get and these are the things in order to get one:

1. Passport or original birth certificate.  Note that if you choose to use a birth certificate it must be ORIGINAL.  A photocopy of the original will not be accepted.  There must be the raised state seal on the document.

2. Every minor must have a letter of permission that is signed by both parents and by a notary.  The letter should name the group leader as the child’s guardian for the time period and the authorization for them to enter Mexico.

3. If you will be in Mexico for more than seven days then you will also need a fee of approx. $22.  If you will be in Mexico less than seven days you will not need to pay the fee.

Vehicle


The following are the Mexican requirements for bringing a vehicle into the country:

1. Documents.  You must have the following documents with you at the time you cross into Mexico and apply for a vehicle permit.

a. Original Title in the name of the driver.

b. If the vehicle is not in the driver’s name you will need a letter from the Title holder giving permission to the driver to take the vehicle into Mexico.  The Title holder could be a bank, church or a spouse.

c. Driver’s License of the driver.

d. Credit Card in the driver’s name.  There will be a $23 charge for the permit.

e. Vehicle registration.

2. Insurance.  You must have proof of insurance for the U.S. and for Mexico.  Mexican vehicle insurance is very inexpensive.

3. Copies.  You will need copies of all of these documents as well as the tourist visa you acquire up on arrival.  To save time you may make the copies beforehand, however, if there is a copy that you missed there is a place available for you to make copies.

We also ask that you bring the proper transportation.  In the past almost any vehicle was allowed to enter Mexico.  However, this has changed and regardless from our past experiences any vehicle that seats more than a 15 passenger van will not be allowed into Mexico.  If your title says “bus” it will not be allowed to cross, regardless of size.  If you do not meet the requirements there are some rental companies that will rent vans into Mexico.  If you would like to plan that beforehand give us a call and we will be able to direct you to those we know will allow their vehicles to enter Mexico.

Border Crossing: Return to the U.S.A.


When you return to the U.S. from your visit to Casa, if anyone in your group crossed with a passport and got a stamp on the way in you will need to stop at the same place and get a stamp out.  If you do not get the stamp out and return the following year, there will be a fine for everyday that you left and did not have the stamp.  For example, if it was exactly one year, they will charge you a certain amount per day for one year as a fine.  So be sure and get the stamp out.  Also you will need to cancel your vehicle permit.  If you forget, do not take the sticker off yourself if you plan to return to Mexico.  Wait until you return and cancel it before getting a new one.  If you do not cancel the sticker and have no proof that you did there is a possibility that a fine is involved.  Before your trip, check on the newest guidelines for re-entering the U.S.  It may be a possibility that a U.S. passport is need for entry.  This is not implemented yet, but it could be soon.


Also use common sense when re-entering the U.S., it is not a time for smart remarks and jokes that you think might be funny.  The authorities might take you a little too seriously and you could be at the border for longer than you anticipated.  Their job is to protect U.S. citizens from what could come in through a foreign border so please help them do their job and make it easy for them. Taking souvenirs home is ok, just be mindful of what you take.   Things you can find here if you take back to the U.S. can be a felony, so we suggest that you always think on the cautious side.

