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CULTURE JAMMING, SURVEILLANCE ACTIVISTS TO SPEAK AT CFP 2005

SEATTLE, WA, April 4, 2005 -- As the culture of security casts its shadow over privacy and freedom concerns in the post-9/11 world, the Computers, Freedom and Privacy Conference www.cfp2005.org will showcase some of the most provocative activists in the surveillance field.  

· Wearable computer inventor and  “sousveillance” proponent Steve Mann and technology advocate and science fiction writer David Brin are among the divergent speakers slated for the opening session Wed. April 13,  8:45 a.m. -9:45 a.m.  

· Experimental music performer and “Battle in Seattle” veteran Mark Hosler of the band Negativland, whose reputation runs the gamut from ambient music to anti-corporate provocation, addresses a session Thu. April 14, 1 p.m. -2:15 p.m. on intellectual property issues.

· More than 50 prominent academic, private sector and public interest experts will address the vanishing anonymity caused by new technologies that promote identify theft, facilitate racial and ethnic profiling, and enable hidden surveillance.  Conference sessions will examine the risks of centralized voter registration databases, the implications of new passport technologies, and the fate of free speech in the blogosphere.  

· An interactive audience participation contest will discover how individual privacy is violated by closed-circuit TV, credit card transactions and medical records.  Through a mix of multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank questions, attendees will find out where personal information is used, stored and accessed. 

· Keynoters Bruce Schneier, internationally known security technologist and author of “Secrets and Lies: Digital Security in a Networked World,” and Daniel Solove, GWU law professor and author of “The Digital Person:Technology and Privacy in the Information Age.”  
· Don’t miss the Big Brother Awards Wed. April 13, and the EFF’s Pioneer Awards Thu. April 14, which recognize milestones as well as dubious distinctions in the online world.
· CFP2005 *Panopticon, sponsored by ACM, is at the Westin Hotel in Seattle, April 12 - April 15. 

*Panopticon refers to an 18th century prison designed to ensure that no prisoner could see the ‘inspector’ who conducted surveillance from the central location within its radial configuration.  This round-the-clock surveillance prevented prisoners from knowing when they were being surveilled – mental uncertainty that was a crucial instrument of discipline.
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