Central Information Commission

Room No.307, II Floor, B Wing, August Kranti Bhawan, Bhikaji Cama Place, New Delhi-110066

website-cic.gov.in

   Appeal No. CIC/MP/A/2014/000348
Appellant                       
:
Shri Girish Kolhe, Raipur
Public Authority

:
State Bank of India, Mumbai
Date of Hearing 

:
January 12, 2015
Date of Decision

:
January 16, 2015 
Present          :
Appellant                                   :             Present through VC from Raipur   
Respondent                               :             Ms. Thara J B, Asst. Manager (Law), Shri Milind Ruikar, Dy. Gen. Manager/CPIO & Ms. Anita, Law Officer
ORDER
1.
The appellant, Shri Girish Kolhe, submitted RTI application dated May 8, 2013 before the Central Public Information Officer (CPIO), State Bank of India, Mumbai seeking information regarding his SBI credit card and SBI Cards and Payment Services Pvt. Ltd. (SBICPSL) etc., through a total of 14 points.
2.     Vide reply dated May 30, 2013, the CPIO denied the information stating that the SBICPSL was not a public authority. Not satisfied with the decision of CPIO, the appellant preferred appeal dated June 14, 2013 before the first appellate authority (FAA) seeking information. Vide order dated July 11, 2013, upheld the decision of CPIO.
 3.   Dissatisfied with the response of the public authority, the appellant preferred appeal before the Commission. 
4.
The matter was heard by the Commission. The appellant submitted that he had sought information regarding SBICPSL being subsidiary of the respondent bank and other related information but the respondents had wrongly denied the information to him. He stated that the Commission had already declared SBICPSL as a public authority and therefore he had right to get the information with respect to the queries raised by him. The respondents submitted that point wise queries were replied on 30.5.2013 and the appellant had not shown any dissatisfaction against the CPIO’s reply in his appeal. The respondents stated they the appellant had raised new set of queries in his first appeal. They agreed to provide information on point no. 6 of the RTI application after collecting it from SBICPSL. 
5.      The Hon’ble High Court of Delhi in its decision in WP(C) No. 7498/2007 (SBI Cards and Payments Services Pvt. Ltd. vs. Shri Arun Kumar Verma & Ors) dated July 12, 2010 has held
 “…it is not necessary to determine the question of law whether the SBI Cards is a `public authority within the meaning of Section 2(h) of the RTI Act. That question can be left open for being decided in an appropriate case. Consequently, it is clarified that the impugned order dated 1st September 2007 of the CIC holding SBI Cards to be a `public authority will not constitute a precedent either for any other case against the SBI Cards before the CIC or in this Court. The question is left open for decision in an appropriate case…”
6.       It is observed by the Commission that State Bank of India (SBI) and General Electrical Corporation (GE) entered into a joint venture agreement in 1998 for the purposes of carrying on the business of Payment Products which inter alia includes credit cards/debit cards etc. For this purpose, two joint venture companies, namely, SBI Cards & Payments Services Pvt. Ltd. (SBI Cards) and GE Capital Business Process Management Services Pvt. Ltd. (GE Capital) were incorporated. In SBI Cards, SBI holds 60% shares and GE holds 40% shares. In GEC, SBI holds 40% shares and GE 60% shares. While SBI Cards formulates frame work, develops strategies and policies dealing with the issuance of payment products, GEC processes activities for implementation and execution of the framework, strategy and policies set out by SBI Cards. SBI Cards issues payment products under the SBI brand name. RBI has issued the license/permission/approval for setting up of the subsidiaries. By virtue of SBI holding 60% shares in SBI Cards, even though it is an independent private company, the latter is admittedly a subsidiary of the former. Therefore, the information sought can be given to the appellant.
6.      In view of the above, the Commission holds that the information sought has been given except on point 6 which will be given by the respondents within ten days of the receipts of this order after collecting it from SBICPSL. The appeal is disposed of.
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