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13 – 19 May 2017

· The South Asia Satellite has been launched by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) successfully. The communication satellite on board the launch vehicle 'GSLV F-Zero Nine' lifted off from the second launch pad of the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota at 4.57 pm on 5th May and reached the geosynchronous transfer orbit. The South Asia Satellite has 12 Ku band transponders meant for communication purposes. They can also be used for broadcasting services, telemedicine, tele-education and disaster management. The total cost of the satellite mission has worked out to be 450-crore rupees including 235 crore rupees for the satellite alone. As Prime Minister Modi had announced earlier, it is a gift by India to its neighbours. Six of India's neighbours including Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and the Maldives have participated in the project. Pakistan pulled out of the project. The participating nations would be given at least a dedicated transponder for their exclusive use. The launch is a great boost for South Asian regional cooperation in jointly undertaking development initiatives.

· The Supreme Court has upheld the conviction and death penalty by the Delhi High Court to the four convicts Mukesh, Akshay, Pawan and Vinay in the 16th December 2012 Nirbhaya gang rape and murder case. A three-judge bench headed by Justice Dipak Mishra wrote two separate but concurring judgments in the case. It noted that victim's dying declaration is consistent as it has been proved beyond doubt and corroborated. The Court said that aggravating circumstances outweighed mitigating circumstances in the case.

· The Civil Aviation Ministry has released draft rules for a No-fly list for unruly passengers travelling by domestic airlines. This comes in the wake of an incident involving Shiv Sena MP Ravindra Gaikwad. Minister of State for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha said, the Ministry has proposed three kinds of unruly behaviour – disruptive behaviour, physically abusive and life threatening behaviour. Mr. Sinha said, this is for the first time that a No-fly is being proposed to address issues pertaining to civil aviation safety. He said the Ministry has put draft rules on the DGCA website for public comments and suggestions. Mr. Sinha said, the rules will be finalized by the 30th of June after taking into consideration public comments and suggestions.

· The Union Government has declared entire Assam, besides bordering areas of Meghalaya, as a disturbed area, under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), for three months. In a gazette notification, the Home Ministry cited violence perpetrated by insurgent groups like ULFA, NDFB and others as the reason for enforcing AFSPA for three more months with effect from the 3rd May. It said, there were 75 incidents of violence in Assam last year in which 33 people including four security personnel were killed and 14 were abducted. It said, this year, there were nine violent incidents in which four people including two security personnel were killed. AFSPA has been continuing in Assam since November 1990.

· The Centre has asked the Jammu and Kashmir Government to take immediate steps to stop unauthorized broadcast of Pakistani and Saudi Arabian channels in the state. According to media reports, Information and Broadcasting Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu spoke with the state chief secretary and sought a compliance report at the earliest. He expressed concern over reports that the channels are being broadcast in the state without permission.

· Nepal's first woman Chief Justice Sushila Karki resumed office after the Supreme Court ordered here reinstatement and directed Parliament to put on hold the impeachment motion against her. The court issued the order saying that the impeachment move was against the spirit of the country's constitution. The order came in response to a writ petition against the motion. Justice Karki was suspended after an impeachment motion was registered in Parliament by ruling Nepali Congress and CPN (Maoist Centre). They accused her of interfering with the executive and issuing prejudiced verdicts. 

· Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi has said no US combat troops will stay in the country after the end of fight against the Islamic State terror group. In a statement in Baghdad, the Prime Minister said, the American troops will then only have an advisory role to help security forces maintain full readiness for any future security challenges. Iraqi forces are currently fighting to retake the last remaining Mosul neighbourhoods from Islamic State militants in the city's western half.

· A deal unveiled by Russia's military to set up safe zones in Syria has come into force. The four zones will remain in place for six months. The accord on the zones was reached during talks in Kazakhstan between Russia and Iran which back Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. Turkey, which supports Syrian rebel groups, agreed to act as a guarantor. Moscow said, US, UN and Saudi Arabia also support the idea. The main Syrian opposition grouping said, it has little faith in the deal.

· The US House of Representatives has overwhelmingly approved a legislation to tighten sanctions on North Korea. The sanctions target shipping industry and companies that do business with Pyongyang. Supporters said, the legislation was intended to send a strong message to North Korea, amid international concern over the escalation of its nuclear programme. Reacting on the legislation Chinese Foreign Ministry said, Beijing opposed any unilateral sanctions and urged all sides to exercise restraint to avoid any escalation. On the other hand, North Korea has accused the US Central Intelligence Agency of plotting with South Korea to assassinate its leader Kim Jong-Un.

· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made substantial changes in the norms for dealing with stressed loans and warned banks they will be penalized for missing Non  Performing Assets (NPA) resolution timelines. RBI, through a notification, eased the decision making process in the Joint Lenders' Forum and Corrective Action Plan under the 'Framework for Revitalizing Distressed Assets in the Economy'. The apex bank also warned that any non-adherence to these instructions and timelines specified under the framework shall attract monetary penalties on the concerned banks. Earlier, the government notified an ordinance empowering the Reserve bank to issue directions to banks to initiate insolvency resolution process in case of a default under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016.

· The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has said that Indian Economy will grow 7.4 percent this fiscal and 7.6 percent in the next fiscal. India had grown 7.1 percent in the previous fiscal. ADB Chief Economist Yasuyuki Sawada said that reforms like the Goods and Services Tax and the new bankruptcy law will make it easier to do business in India. On the impact of rupee appreciation on exports, he said, the appreciation cannot be considered in isolation, and the overall export performance of India so far seems quite positive. The rupee has appreciated by over 5 percent against the US dollar since January.

· According to the Reserve Bank of India's weekly statistical supplement, India's foreign exchange reserves have increased by $1,594 billion to touch a lifetime high of $372.73 billion in the week that ended on April 28. The increase was due to increase in foreign currency assets.

· Indian national football team has secured a 100th spot in the latest FIFA world football rankings. This is the first time in 21 years that India has been ranked into top 100. India has been placed 100th alongside Nicaragua, Lithuania and Estonia with a total of 331 points. India had ranked 101st in the FIFA rankings for April. The team climbed one spot up owing to the recent wins over Cambodia and Myanmar.

· Fourth seeds Leander Paes and Andre Sa lost in the Estoril Open quarterfinals. Spanish team of Nicolas Almagro and Guillermo Garcia-Lopez defeated them 7-6, 4-6, 10-8. Unseeded Indian team of Sharan and Raja also lost in the quarterfinals. Sharan and Raja were beaten by Aria Behar and Aliaksandr Bury 5-7, 3-6.
· Olympic silver medalist P.V. Sindhu and former World No. 1 Saina Nehwal slipped a place each to be at the fourth and ninth spots respectively in the latest BWF World ranking released. Both Sindhu and Saina last played at the Asian Badminton Championship in China with the former losing in the quarterfinals, while the latter bowed out in the first round. In men's singles, Ajay Jayaram continues to be the best-ranked Indian at the 13th spot, while Sai Praneeth ranked 22nd. 
29 April – 5 May 2017
· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said civil servants should adopt new ways of doing work as per the changing times. Addressing bureaucrats on the 11th civil services day on 21st April, Mr. Modi said with changing times, the government has to become from regulator to an enabling entity. He said changing trends in the last 15-20 years have altered the dynamics as competition is playing a big role in bringing a qualitative change. The Prime Minister said, earlier the role of the government was to do a lot of work starting from a quantum jump in work, a qualitative change must also follow. The Prime Minister said, e-governance, m-governance, social media are good means to reach out to the people for their benefits. He said, the push for reform comes from political leadership but the perform angle is determined by officers and it is the Jan bhagidari which transforms it. The Prime Minister also conferred PM's awards for Excellence in Public Administration to Districts and other Central and State organizations for effective implementation of Programmes and Innovation. The awards have been instituted with a view to acknowledge, recognize and reward the extraordinary and innovative work done by Districts and Organizations of the Central and State Governments for the welfare of common citizen.

· The Union Cabinet has decided to ban the use of red beacons on all VIP vehicles, including those of President, Vice-President and Prime Minister, from May 1. Emergency services, like ambulances and fire brigade, will be allowed to use blue beacons. Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said that from May 1, no person in the country would be able to put a red beacons on their vehicles and there would no exception to this. The Ministry of Road, Transport and Highways hailed the decision as a 'historic' step towards strengthening healthy democratic values.
· The Supreme Court has set a benchmark for maintenance to be paid by a husband to his estranged wife. The Court said that twenty five percent of his net salary might constitute a just and proper amount as alimony. According to media reports, a bench of Justices R. Banumathi and M.M. Santanagoudar directed a resident of West Bengal to set aside twenty five percent as maintenance for his former wife and their son. The court said the amount of maintenance or permanent alimony must be sufficient to ensure that a woman lived with dignity after separating from her husband.

· The Supreme Court has questioned the Centre for making Aadhaar mandatory for procuring Permanent Account Number (PAN) card. Attorney General Mukul Rohatgi, appearing for the Centre, told a bench headed by Justice A.K. Sikri that they have found that people were giving details of PAN cards which have been procured on the basis of fake documents. Rohatgi said there were instances that one person was having a number of PAN cards and these fake cards were being used to divert funds to shell companies. To this, the bench asked the Attorney General, whether this was the remedy that one need to have Aadhaar for having PAN. The apex court further asked why has Aadhaar been made mandatory.

· The government has said it would not take a decision on a Law Commission report, which has proposes stringent punishment against lawyers for misconduct, before holding consultations with the legal fraternity. Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad told reporters in New Delhi that the government has not taken any decision on the recommendations of Law Commission. Till the consultations are complete, no action will be taken on the law panel report, he added.

· India and South Korea have signed an Inter-governmental Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for Defence Industry cooperation between their shipbuilding yards. The Indian side was represented by Secretary of Defence Production A.K. Gupta and South Korea was represented by his counterpart Chang Miyung Jin, in New Delhi. India has nominated Hindustan Shipyard at Vishakhapatnam whereas South Korea is yet to nominate its shipyard. This MoU is part of the 'Make in India' initiative of Central Government.

· Information and Broadcasting Ministry has asked the authorized officers to take action against the Multi System Operators and Cable Operators who are still transmitting analog signals on cable TV network. The Ministry, in an advisory issued to States and Union Territories said, every cable operator is mandated to transmit or retransmit programmes in an encrypted form through digital addressable system with effect from the 1st of this month. The advisory came in the wake of complaints about carriage of analog signals by the MSOs and Cable Operators.

· The government has directed Internet service providers ISPs to block distribution and transmission of child sexual abuse content by 31st July. In an order, Ministry of Electronics and IT said, ISPs having cable landing station gateways, international long distance licences in India shall be required to adopt and implement Internet Watch Foundation resources on or before 31st July. The directive has been issued after the recommendation of an inter-ministerial committee that was constituted to recommend solutions to address the issue of child sexual abuse material following a Supreme Court order.

· India has finalized its National Action Plan to combat antimicrobial resistance (AMR). This was announced by the Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare J.P. Nadda on April 19. Nadda said the government is ready with a blueprint which meets global expectations and that AMR needs to be addressed comprehensively under the 'One Health Approach'.

· India has objected to China renaming six places in Arunachal Pradesh. It said inventing names of states of a neighbour does not make an illegal occupation legal. In reply to a media query, spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs, Gopal Baglay said, Arunachal Pradesh is an integral part of India and will always remain so. China recently announced that it has standardized official names for six places in Arunachal Pradesh and termed it as legitimate action. It came days after Beijing lodged protest with India over Tibetan spiritual leader Dalai Lama's visit to the state.

· Five prominent Madhesi parties in Nepal have united to form a new united party named the Rastriya Janata Party. The Rashtriya Janata Party will be the fifth largest party in Nepal's parliament. This announcement of unification has come ahead of elections to local government bodies scheduled on May 14.  

· The UN Security Council has strongly condemned the recent ballistic missile test by North Korea. In an unanimous statement, Security Council members expressed their utmost concern over Pyongyang's flagrant and provocative defiance of UN sanctions. North Korea last Saturday tried and failed to launch a missile from its submarine base at Sinpo off its eastern coast.

· Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull has made sweeping changes to Citizenship laws unveiling tighter requirements for new applicants. This announcement follows the recent scrapping of the 457 visa program for foreign workers, which was used majorly by the Indians. The 457 programme was scrapped to tackle the growing unemployment in the country.

· Earth Day was celebrated across the world on 22nd April. The day is observed worldwide to demonstrate support for environmental protection. The day was proposed at the UNESCO conference in 1969 and the first Earth Day celebrations took place in 1970. The campaign these for this year is Environmental and Climate Literacy. In a message, Information and Broadcasting Minister Venkaiah Naidu called on people to remember that Mother Earth can satisfy everyone's need but not everyone's greed.
· Union Finance Minister, Arun Jaitley, has strongly raised the H-1B visa issue with US Commerce Secretary, Wilbur Ross. In their meeting in Washington, Jaitley told Ross about the contribution of highly skilled Indians in the economic development of the United States and India and stressed that they should continue to do so which is in the best interest of the two countries. US Commerce Secretary said, Washington has started the process of reviewing H1B visas issues and no decision has been taken on it yet. The executive order signed by Trump recently calls for a review of H-1B visas by the departments of State, Labour, Homeland Security and Justice. Jaitley is leading an Indian delegation to attend the annual Spring meeting of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank.

· The Government has raised Rs. 1,200 crore by divesting 9.2% of paid-up capital in National Aluminum Company Ltd. (NALCO). With this disinvestment, Government's shareholding In NALCO has become 65.37%.

· Tamil Nadu, Himachal Pradesh and Tripura have been selected by the Union Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare for the Krishi Karman awards for their record performance in the production of food grains during 2015-16. Apart from these states, Meghalaya will get commendation prize for total food grain production and will be given a cash award of Rs. 1 crore.

· Ace shuttler P.V. Sindhu has been ranked No. 3 in the latest BWF ranking. Sindhu who was at No. 5 climbed up two places on the basis of making the quarterfinals of the recently concluded Singapore Open Super Series. Sindhu's career best is when she reached World No. 2 two weeks ago. 

8 – 14 April 2017

· History was created when Lok Sabha cleared all the four bills for the launch of the much-awaited Goods and Services Tax (GST), the country's biggest tax reform since Independence. The GST will unify the country into a common market, eliminating a string of central and state levies. Central taxes such as the central excise duty, additional excise duty, additional customs duty and service tax will all be merged into one CGST. State levies such as VAT, sales tax, entertainment tax, purchase tax, mandi tax, luxury tax, octroi and entry tax will be subsumed into SGST.

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called for synergy between various Government Departments, Krishi Vigyan Kendras and agricultural Universities to work out efficient cropping patterns and water-use mechanisms in the command areas of irrigation projects. The Prime Minister was reviewing the progress of the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana, the Government's flagship irrigation programme with the officials of the concerned Ministries in New Delhi.

· The Supreme Court has banned the sale and registration of Bharat Stage III (BS-III) vehicles from April 1, when BS-IV emission norms would come into force across the country, saying that health of citizens is more important than commercial interests. A bench of Justices Madan B. Lokur and Deepak Gupta said that BS-III vehicles could aggravate the already deteriorating air quality in the country and such a step was needed to handle the menace of pollution. Holding that the health of millions of people is more important, the court dismissed the plea of automakers to allow them to dispose of existing stocks of 8.2 lakh BS-III vehicles.
· Supreme Court has refused to restore administrative and judicial work to Calcutta High Court Judge CS Karnan and granted him four weeks time to respond to contempt notice. A seven-judge bench headed by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar took note of personal appearance of Justice Karnan, a first in the history of Indian judiciary, and asked him to respond to the allegations leveled against various judges in his several communications.

· Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh has asserted that the security forces will continue to give befitting reply to terrorists and infiltrators in Jammu and Kashmir. Replying to a question in the Lok Sabha on the recent incidents of stone pelting on security forces during terrorist encounters. Mr. Singh said it is the new trend guided by the Pakistan based groups who mobilize youths through social media to provoke them for stone pelting. He said these groups are misleading the youth. 

· Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry has launched the e-Cinepramaan, an online film certification system of the Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC). The initiative was launched on the lines of Union Government's vision of ease-of-doing business and digital India, to make the entire process transparent and efficient.

· The Election Commission has said dissemination of predictions of election results by astrologers and tarot card readers during the period when there is a ban on broadcasting exit polls is also a violation of law. The Poll body has asked both the electronic and the print media to refrain from airing and publishing such programmes in future elections to ensure free, fair and transparent elections.

· Indian Air Force has formally launched web-based e-billing system Aviation Turbine Fuel Digital Issue and Payment. It was unveiled by Chief of Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal B.S. Dhanoa in New Delhi.

· Kanha Tiger Reserve has become the first tiger reserve in India to officially introduce a mascot – Bhoorsingh, the Barasingha – to present the hard ground swamp deer as the spirit of the reserve and spread awareness to save it from possible extinction. Barasingha or swamp deer, is the state animal of Madhya Pradesh. The Kanha tiger reserve, spread over Mandla and Balaghat districts, is the only place in the world where the species exists. 

· United Nations has denied that India is preventing the UN observer group, monitoring the ceasefire line between India and Pakistan, from presenting its report on the ground situation. The world body also rejected claims that the role of United Nations Military Observer Group in India and Pakistan UNMOGIP, was being constrained by India. Deputy Spokesperson of UN Secretary-General, Farhan Haq said that different peacekeeping missions have different mandates and different reporting mandates. The earliest peacekeeping missions, which include UNMOGIP come from a different era where they have completely different reporting requirements.

· US Senate has voted to approve Montenegro as 29th member of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) by 97-2 vote. So far, 25 other NATO members have ratified Montenegro's accession, a country of 620,000 people seen as a geostrategic ally.

· The 11th edition of the Earth Hour was observed across the world on 25 March to take a global call on climate change. To mark this day, cities worldwide turned their lights off from 8:30 pm to 9:30 pm local time.

· The Parliament passed the Finance Bill 2017 after the Lok Sabha rejected all five amendments moved to it by the Rajya Sabha. The bill seeks to give effect to the financial proposals of the Central Government for the financial year 2017-18. The amendments of the Upper House included curbing more powers to tax officials and a cap on donation by companies to political parties. Replying to the debate on the amendments proposed by the Rajya Sabha, Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said, the amendments cannot be accepted by the government saying there is no logic behind them. He, however, invited suggestions from political parties, including the Congress and the BJD, to make electoral funding more clean and transparent. 

· Government has notified a new simplified Income Tax Return Forms, ITR Forms, for individuals for the Assessment Year 2017-18. The Central Board of Direct Taxes, CBDT in a release said, one of the major reforms made in the forms is the designing of a one page simplified ITR Form-1, called Sahaj. This ITR Form 1 can be filed by an individual having income upto 50 lakh rupees and who is receiving income from salary, one house property and other income including interest. It said, this will reduce the compliance burden to a significant extent on the individual taxpayer.

· Union Finance Minister has approved re-organization of field formations of the Central Board of Excise & Customs for the implementation of Goods and Services tax. Under it, CBEC will be renamed as the Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs after getting required legislative approval.

· The government has lowered interest rates on small saving schemes like PPF, Kisan Vikas Patra and Sukanya Samriddhi scheme by 0.1 percent for the April-June quarter, a move that would prompt banks to cut their deposit rates. For April-June, these have been lowered by 0.1 percent across the board compared to January-March. However, interest on savings deposits has been retained at 4 percent annually. Since April last year, interest rates of all small saving schemes have been recalibrated on a quarterly basis.

· Union Power Ministry for the first time has become a net exporter of electricity during the April-February period in fiscal 2016-17. According to Central Electricity authority, during this period, India exported around 5,798 million units of electricity to Bangladesh, Nepal and Myanmar.

· India has reclaimed the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, beating Australia by eight wickets in the deciding fourth Test at Dharmsala. It was India's seventh Test series win in a row – continuing the dominance that started in 2015 with Sri Lanka, South Africa, West Indies, New Zealand, England and Bangladesh being annihilated. Needing 87 runs on the fourth day to reach a modest victory target of 106, opener Lokesh Rahul (51 not out) dominated from the start with a flurry of boundaries and finished with six half-centuries in the series. The match ended in just three days and a session, a reflection of India's distinct upper hand in the 2-1 triumph.

· West Bengal won the 2017 Santosh Trophy of football by defeating Goa by 1-0 goals. It was 71st edition of Santosh Trophy and overall record 32nd win of West Bengal. 

1 – 7 April 2017
· Five-time Parliamentarian Yogi Adityanath was sworn in as the 21st Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Keshav Prasad Maurya and Dinesh Sharma were sworn in as Deputy Chief Ministers. They were administered the oath to the office and secrecy by Governor Ram Naik at oath taking ceremony held in Kanshiram Smriti Upvan in Lucknow. Besides them, 47-member council of ministers also took oath.

· Trivendra Singh Rawat was sworn in as ninth Chief Minister of Uttarakhand. He was administered oath to office and secrecy by Governor Krishan Kant Paul at oath taking ceremony held in parade Ground of Dehradun. Seven Cabinet Minister and two Ministers also took oath. 

· The Government is considering bringing back import duty on wheat to protect farmers' interest after a bumper harvest in the country. Responding to concerns expressed by the opposition in the Rajya Sabha on farmers being forced to sell wheat below the minimum price, Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan said, raining import duty is under consideration and the government will take a decision soon. Mr. Paswan said, the crop production this year has been at a record 96.64 million tonnes and 6.5 million tonnes of wheat is already in stock. The Minister said, in 2015, a customs duty of 25 percent was levied on wheat which was subsequently out to 10 percent and it was totally removed in December last year. 
· Union Cabinet has approved setting up of National Commission for Socially and Educationally Backward Classes as a constitutional body. In this regard, constitutional amendment bill for amending Constitution mainly by insertion of Article 338B will be soon introduced in the Parliament. 

· Parliament passed the Employees Compensation (Amendment) Bill, 2016. The Bill amends the employee's Compensation Act, 1923. It ensures compensation up to Rs. 1 lakh to employee if an injured in an industrial accident and imposes hefty penalty in case of any violation by the employers.

· The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, NCST has approved the proposal for five additional seats for tribals in the Sikkim Assembly. In its full meeting held in New Delhi, the Commission gave its approval to the proposal of increasing reserve seats for Scheduled Tribes from 12 to 17 in Sikkim Assembly. At present, there are 32 members in the Sikkim Assembly and now it would be increased to 40. The Tribal Affairs Minister in a release said, out of the proposed additional eight seats, five seats would be reserved for Limbu and Tamang tribes.

· Minister of State for Health Anupriya Patel has said that injectible contraceptive Medroxy Progesterone Acetate (MPA) will be rolled out in the country in a phased manner. In the Lok Sabha, she said that the government has approved injectible contraceptive for introduction recently under the National Family Programme. It is being introduced first from the government medical hospitals and district hospitals. She said that there are no long term impacts and serious side effects of Injectible MPA. The government had set up a Technical Resource Group which discussed the safety concerns in detail and recommended its inclusion in the National Programme.

· President Pranab Mukherjee has called upon all stakeholders to redouble their efforts for an early achievement of the goal of TB elimination. In his message on World Tuberculosis Day, Mr. Mukherjee said, TB continues to be one of the major health challenges of India. He said, India today is better prepared to fight TB than ever before and it is capable of effective intervention and possesses advanced technologies for diagnosis, treatment and care of TB. World Tuberculosis Day is observed on 24th March to commemorate the day in 1882 when Dr. Robert Koch discovered the TB bacillus.

· Rajya Sabha has passed HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Bill, 2014. The Bill seeks to safeguard the rights of people living with HIV and affected by HIV. It aims to prevent social stigma and discrimination against people living with HIV.

· The Uttarakhand High Court has recognized the Ganga and Yamuna Rivers as living entities. It is for the first time any court in India has recognized a non-human as a living entity.

· In London, a knife-wielding assailant driving a sport utility vehicle mowed down panicked pedestrians and stabbed a police officer outside Parliament in a deadly assault. At least four people including the assailant, were killed and at least 40 others injured in the swirl of violence.

· India was ranked 131 in the 2016 Human Development Index (HDI) among the 188 countries. India scored 0.624 and was placed in medium human development category. Sri Lanka (73) and Maldives (105) were placed in 'high human development' category, followed by India (131), Bhutan (132), Bangladesh (139), Nepal (144), Pakistan (147) and Afghanistan (169). Norway, Australia and Switzerland are the top three countries in the ranking. 

· United Nations Human Rights Council UNHRC, has granted Sri Lanka a two-year extension to fulfill obligation relating to reconciliation and accountability on war crimes during the civil war which ended in 2009. The resolution granting the extension was sponsored by forty countries including United States and United Kingdom and adopted without a vote. Deputy Foreign Minister of Sri Lanka Dr. Harsha de Silva in his statement said the island nation is committed to the reconciliation agenda including truth, reparations, justice and non-recurrence with a victim-centered approach.

· World Meteorological Day was observed on 23rd march. It marks the establishment of World Meteorological Organization (WMO) on this day in 1950. The theme for this year was 'Understanding Clouds'. It seeks to highlight the enormous importance of clouds for weather climate and water. 

· World Water Day was observed on 22nd March to spread message of preservation and rational consumption of water. The day focuses attention on the importance of universal access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene facilities in developing countries. It also advocates for sustainable management of freshwater resources. The theme for this year was 'Why waste water?'

· The Centre has promised a solution to the growing Non Performing Assets problem in the next few days. Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has aid, the resolution, being worked out with the RBI, will put enough pressure on borrowers to settle dues. Speaking at a function in New Delhi, he said, the problem of big NPA is confined essentially to 30-40 companies and accounts of these will have to be fixed to solve the issue.

· India has been ranked 87th among the surveyed 127 countries on a Global Energy Architecture Performance Index released as part of report of Geneva-based World Economic Forum. EAPI is a composite index developed by WEF in collaboration with Accenture Strategy. It focuses on tracking specific indicators to measure the energy system performance of the countries.

· Lok Sabha has approved amendments to 'The Finance Bill, 2017' to wind up eight tribunals. These eight tribunals currently exclusively deal with disputes pertaining to Airports economic regulation, Competition law, Copyrights, Employees' Provident Fund (EFP), Forex, IT law, National Highways and Railways. The amendments in the Finance Bill of 2017 also has proposed changes in the norms for tribunals, appellate tribunals and other boards associated with the administration of 17 central laws.

· Amendments to the Customs and Excise Acts related to abolition of cesses and surcharges on various goods and services have been approved by the Union Cabinet to facilitate implementation of GST Regime. It has approved the following proposals: Amendment to Central Excise Act, 1944; Amendments to Customs Tariff Act, 1962; amendments to Customs Tariff Act, 1975; Repeal of Central Excise Tariff Act, 1985 and Amendment/repeal of the provisions relating to Acts under which cesses are levied.

· The Centre has approved North East Road Network Connectivity Project Phase I for development of 403 km of National Highways in Meghalaya and Mizoram. Out of total 403 km, approximately 351 km will be in developed in Mizoram and 52 km in Meghalaya. The project will be executed in Engineering, Procurement and Construction (EPC) Mode.

· Telecommunications major Idea Cellular has agreed to merge with the Vodafone India, Indian unit of the UK headquartered Vodafone Pic. The blockbuster merger will create world's second largest and India's largest telecom company by overtaking Bharti Airtel Ltd.
· The third test between India and Australia ended in a draw. Australia became the first team since 2010-11 to save a Test match in India after trailing in the first innings against India. Peter Handscomb played 200 balls for his unbeaten 72 and Shaun Marsh played 197 for his half-century to help draw the match. The series remained tied at 1-1.

· Tamil Nadu has won the Vijay Hazare Trophy of cricket for record fifth time defeating Bengal. In the final match played at the Feroz Shah Kotla Stadium in New Delhi, they defeated Bengal by 37 runs. It was Tamil Nadu's third victory over Bengal in the final of this competition. 

25 – 31 March 2017

· Accolades poured in from world leaders for Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the splendid win of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in the assembly polls. Foreign media across the globe hailed the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The Washington Post said India's ruling party won landslide victories in results from key state legislative elections that are seen as a referendum on the performance of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's nearly 3-year-old government. Reuters wrote, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's party has declared a landslide victory in crucial assembly elections in Uttar Pradesh, the country's most populous state, in a result that is expected to boost his claim to a second term. It said the month-long, fiercely fought vote in Uttar Pradesh and four other states have been seen as a referendum on PM Modi's nearly three-year-old rule, especially after his controversial ban last year on high-value notes. Al-Jazeera wrote the triumph vindicates PM Modi's decision to turn the campaign into a referendum on his own performance after his shock decision last November to abolish high-denomination banknotes, a move he framed as a fight for the poor against the corrupt rich. BBC said in its report that, PM Narendra Modi's party has won a landslide victory in one of India's key states, a boost for the prime minister – India's most populous – with the biggest majority there since 1980.

· BJP Legislature Party leader N. Biren Singh was sworn-in as the new Chief Minister of Manipur on 15th March 2017. Governor Najma Heptulla administered the oath of office and secrecy to Mr. Singh at Raj Bhavan in Imphal. Eight other MLAs including four from the NPP, one each from BJP, LJP, NPF and one who defected from Congress also took oath as Cabinet Ministers. Y. Joykumar of the National People's party (NPP) was sworn-in as the Deputy Chief Minister. BJP is supported by NPP and NPF with four seats each, one legislature each of Lok Janshakti Party, Trinamool Congress and Congress. BJP had bagged 21 seats in the 11th state assembly elections while Congress won 28 in the 60-member House.

· Chief Minister of Goa Manohar Parrikar won the vote of confidence during specially convened Goa Assembly by 22-16 votes. This was announced by pro tem speaker Siddharth Kunkolienkar after the vote of confidence on the floor. Vishwajeet Rane of Congress skipped floor test. Churchill Alemao of NCP supported in favour of BJP-led Government. In the newly elected Goa Assembly, BJP has strength of 13 MLAs and Congress has 17 members. Three members of MGP and three members of Goa Forward party and three independents along with 1 NCP member supported the BJP coalition government led by Mr. Parikkar. The Supreme Court had earlier cleared the decks for the oath taking of Mr. Parikkar as CM by refusing Congress' plea to stay the ceremony. It had ordered holding of the floor test. Manohar Parikkar and 9 ministers were administered oath of office and secrecy by Governor Mridula Sinha.
· Senior Congress leader Captain Amarinder Singh, has taken over as Chief Minister of Punjab and was administered the oath of office and secrecy by Governor V.P. Singh Badnore at Raj Bhawan in Chandigarh. Those sworn in as cabinet ministers were Navjot Singh Sidhu, Braham Mohindra, Manpreet Singh Badal, Sadhu Singh Dharamkot, Tript Rajinder Singh Bajwa, Rana Gurjit Singh Sodhi and Charanjit Singh Channi. Two women MLAs Aruna Chaudhary and Razia Sultana were sworn in as Ministers of State (Independent Charge). Prime Minister Narendra Modi congratulated Amarinder Singh on taking over as Punjab CM and wished him the best in working for the state's development. 

· The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved release of an additional installment of Dearness Allowance (DA) to Central Government employees and Dearness Relief (DR) to pensioners from 01.01.2017. It has increased by 2% over the existing rate of 2% of the Basic Pay/Pension., to compensate for price rise. Indian Institute of Information Technology Public Private Partnership (IIIT-PPP) Bill, 2017 was also passed to 'grant statutory status to 15 IIITs set up under the PPP mode and declare them as Institutions of National Importance, to enable them to grant degrees to the students in the academic courses conducted by them'. It also approved proposal for opening of 50 new Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs) under Civil/Defence Sector in the country keeping in view the high demand for these schools for their quality of education and excellent results. It also gave its approval for development of the six-laning of Handia-Varanasi section of NH-2 in Uttar Pradesh. This work will be under the National Highways Development Project (NHDP) Phase-V. The total length of the road will be approximately 73 km.
· Government has approved the National Health Policy which proposes to provide assured health services to all. The policy was approved at the meeting of the Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. Under the new policy, there will be an increase in the ambit of sectors covered in the Primary Health Centre, PHC level and it envisages a comprehensive approach. Sources said, there will be a bigger focus on upgradation of district hospitals while for the first time, there will be an implementation framework in place. It also addresses the issues of universal health coverage, reducing material and infant mortality rate, as well as making drugs and diagnostics available free at least in the public healthcare system of the country. The proposed Policy, which has been pending for the past two years, aims to provide assured health services to people as an entitlement.

· In Jammu and Kashmir, students appearing in Class 10 examinations will be provisionally admitted to 11th immediately after conclusion of the board examinations. This is as per the new guidelines issued by the State School Education Department. The Department has restructured the existing examination system and the new one will help to increase class workdays and save academic year of the students. As per an order, the students, who are declared unsuccessful in the results, shall be permitted to continue their studies in Class 11th till the results of the bi-annual examination are declared. Provisional admission will be cancelled for those candidates who fail to pass the bi-annual examination.

· The Enforcement Directorate, ED has summoned separatist leaders of Jammu and Kashmir, Syed Ali Shah Geelani and Yasin Malik in connection with its probe against them in two separate Foreign Exchange Management Act, FENA cases. While Malik has been asked to appear before the agency in Srinagar on 28th of March, Geelani has been summoned on 2nd April. Sources said, Geelani will be questioned by the agency officials with regard to a 2002 case when the Income Tax Department had recovered 10 thousand dollars from a house in Hyderpora area of Srinagar belonging to Geelani. The FEMA case pertaining to Malik is based on a 2001 FIR of local police where they seized one lakh dollars from a person identified as M.A. Dar and his wife.

· India has taken up with Pakistan the matter of head priest of Hazrat Nizamuddin Dargah and his nephew going missing in that country. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said both Syed Asif Nizami and his nephew Nazim Nizami went missing after they landed at Karachi airport and Pakistan government has been requested for an update on both the Indian nationals. 80-year-old Syed Asif Nizami is the head priest (Sajjadanashin) of Hazrat Nizamuddin Aulia Dargah. 'Indian nationals Syed Asif Nizami aged 80 years and his nephew Nazim Ali Nizami had gone to Pakistan on 8 March 2017', Swaraj said. The two had gone to visit the famous Daata Darbar shrine in Lahore and were to catch a flight from there to Karachi. The clerics had gone to Karachi to meet their relatives on March 8 before travelling to Lahore to visit the shrine.
· US has said the premium processing of H-1B visas, which are popular among Indian IT firms and professionals, has been suspended temporarily to handle the huge rush of applications for the work visas in the first week of April. US Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) acting Director, Lori Scialabba, told members of the House Homeland Security Subcommittee on Oversight and Management efficiency that US will start accepting applications for H-1B work visas from April 3 for the fiscal 2018. Responding to questions from lawmakers, Scialabba said in the first week of April, USCIS receives 200,000 or more H-1B applications. She said, once the suspension is lifted, people are able to file for premium processing and their application will be processed within 15 days.
· Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh said that the agricultural growth rate is expected to remain at 4.4 percent during this financial year. Replying to a discussion on the Demands for Grants of Agriculture Ministry for 2017-18, Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh said in the Lok Sabha that the NDA government has taken various steps for doubling of farmer's income by 2022. He said, apart from focusing on agriculture sector, the government has paid adequate attention to the growth of allied sectors like fisheries and others. He said, the government has provided 100 crore rupees for deep sea fishing activities. He said under it, the Centre will provide 40 lakh rupees as subsidy for purchase of vessels suitable for deep sea fishing.
· State Bank of India has announced a one-time farm loan settlement scheme worth 6,000 crore rupees primarily for tractors. SBI in a tweet said, One Time Settlement is announced for Agriculture Loans and the Scheme is valid until 31st of this month. Nation's largest lender urged farmers to contact their branch for details and benefits. Managing Director of the bank Rajnish Kumar said the loans disbursed before 2011 and falling under doubtful or loss category accounts as of September 2016, will be considered under the scheme. The MD said other agri loans like kisan credit cards and other term-loans for tractors and farm loans may also be covered under the scheme. Mr. Kumar informed that SBI's total farm loan portfolio is 1.25 lakh crore rupees and tractor loan book is about 6,000 crore rupees.

· India's most successful Badminton Doubles specialist Jwala Gutta has been appointed a member of the governing body of Sports Authority of India (SAI). Conveying the information about her appointment, SAI Secretary S.S. Chhabra said in his letter that he was sure Jwala would be able to spare her valuable time to attend Governing Body meetings as and when scheduled by the chairman. The 14-time national champion said she is looking forward to play her role in the development of sports in the country. Two-time Olympian Jwala won the bronze medal at the 2011 World Championships. She is also a 2020 Delhi Commonwealth Games champion and a silver medalist at the 2015 Glasgow Games in women's doubles.

· The Indian duo of Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja became the first set of spinners to be jointly ranked number one in the ICC Test rankings for bowlers. Jadeja has caught up with Ashwin in the rankings after the second Test against Australia in Bengaluru which India won by 75 runs on Day 4 on Tuesday. Jadeja's seven wickets in the match, which included a crucial six for 63 in the first innings, have helped him move to one rank to reach the top position for the first time in his career, the ICC said in a statement. The last time two bowlers shared the top spot was in April 2008 when Dale Steyn and Muttiah Muralidharan were at the top. Ashwin too played an important role in the Bengaluru match. His eight wickets took him past spin legend Bishan Bedi's tally of 266 wickets and made him the fifth-highest wicket-taker for India in Tests with 269 wickets. 

18 – 24 March 2017
· The Supreme Court has issued an arrest warrant against serving Calcutta High Court judge C.S. Karnan to ensure his presence before it on March 31 in a contempt case. A seven-judge bench headed by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar directed the West Bengal Director General of Police to personally execute the arrest warrant on Justice Karnan to ensure his presence before it on March 31, the next date of hearing. The bench refused to consider a communication, written to apex court registry on March 8, as his response to the notice issued against him earlier.

· Parliament has passed the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Bill, 2016 with the Lok Sabha approving it on 9th march. The Rajya Sabha has already cleared it. The bill seeks to enhance paid maternity leave for women engaged in organized sector from 12 weeks to 26 weeks for two surviving children. It will be applicable to mines, factories and all establishments employing 10 or more people. In his reply to the debate on the Bill in the Lok Sabha, Minister of Labour and employment, Bandaru Dattatreya said the amendment has hob, wages and social security aspects as its integral parts. He said violation of the provisions of the amendment bill would attract 3 to 6 months of imprisonment and a penalty of upto Rs. 5000.

· The second part of the Budget Session of began on 9th March. It will continue till the 12th of April. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed hope for a break-through regarding the implementation of GST. Talking to media outside Parliament before the commencement of second part of the Budget Session, Mr. Modi said positive response has been received from the States in this regard.
· Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change has launched the web portal for obtaining Coastal Regulation Zone clearances. The portal is a web-based system for obtaining clearances required from the Ministry under the Project proponents for ease of doing business.

· The world's longest serving warship INS Viraat was decommissioned by the Indian Navy at Naval Dockyard in Mumbai. Maharashtra after nearly six decades of service. This marks the end of an era of Viraat being the flagship of the Indian Navy as it had provided utmost protection to the country during many tense situations.

· The Union Government has launched the first ever across-the-river survey in River Ganga to determine the population of aquatic life, including that of the endangered Gangetic dolphin. The survey will create a baseline scientific data for the government to take suitable measures to improve quality of the Ganga's water.

· Eminent Konkani writer Mahabaleshwar Sail was selected for the prestigious Saraswati Samman 2016 for his novel Hawthan. His novel was shortlisted out of 22 books written in as many languages. He will receive cash prize of Rs. 15 lakh and a citation. 

· The newly constructed Tezu airport will be the first civilian airport of Arunachal Pradesh. Tezu will smoothen transport to several high-altitude districts near the India-China border. Tezu is the nearest town to Walong, where a legendary battle between Indian and Chinese soldiers took place in October 1962.

· The Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) Leaders' Summit was held from March 5 to 7, 2017 in Jakarta, capital of Indonesia. The theme of the summit was 'Strengthening Maritime Cooperation for a Peaceful, Stable and Prosperous Indian Ocean. It was attended by leaders from 21 member states of IORA Vice President Hamid Ansari attended the two-day summit.

· The Donald Trump administration has issued a new executive order, temporarily banning travel from six Muslim-majority countries to the U.S., after an earlier order ran foul of the country's judiciary. The new executive order bans travel from six countries – Sudan, Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia and Yemen, leaving out Iraq that was also in the list of barred countries in the January order.

· White House says Trump administration wants to build a deeper relationship with India. At his daily news conference, White House Press Secretary Sean Spicer expressed confidence that the two countries will continue to grow their ties. He said Trump Administration always favoured establishing a deeper relationship with Prime Minister Narendra Modi and stronger US-India business tier. Spicer also condemned the killing of a 32-year old Indian engineer Srinivas Kuchibhotla and another injured in an alleged hate crime in Kansas. Spicer urged Americans to stand up for the principles that unite them while asking all to be outraged and disgusted by such incidents. 

· Pakistan National Assembly has passed the Hindu Marriage Bill 2016, after amendments made by the Senate, to regulate marriages of Hindus in Pakistan. Minister of Human Rights, Kamran Michael said there was no law to regulate the registration of Hindu marriages and ancillary matters in Pakistan. The Hindu Marriage Bill 2016 prohibits the marriage of minors and prescribes a minimum age of 18-years for contracting marriage in addition to protecting the customs and customary rites of the Hindu community. The bill also provides a mechanism for registration of marriage, separation and remarriage. The bill will help Hindu women get documentary proof of their marriage. The bill will need the signature of President Mamnoon Hussain in order to become a law.

· European Space Agency successfully launched Sentinel-2B satellite, fifth of its Sentinel Earth observation satellites part of its multi-billion-euro Copernicus observation program.

· Iran's Revolutionary Guard has successfully tested a ballistic missile. Gen Amir Ali Hajizadeh, chief of the Guard's aerospace division, said the missile destroyed a target from a distance of 250 kilometers. It said the sea-launched ballistic missile dubbed Hormuz 2 was tested last week. The Hormuz 2 is capable of hitting floating targets with high accuracy within a range of 300 kilometers (186 miles), Fars news agency said. It provided no additional details. 

· Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has expressed hope, the targets on direct and indirect taxes would be exceeded this fiscal. Responding to queries in the Lok Sabha during question hour, he said in last December alone, over one lakh forty thousand crore rupees has been collected as the direct taxes. He stressed that there are buoyant growth in tax collections for the past three years. He said the recent demonetization move by the Centre has brought all the high value currencies into the banking system rather than from lying unaccounted. Mr. Jaitley added, by 24th February this year, over 11.64 lakh crore rupees has been re-monetized, which could have exceeded 12 lakh crore rupees by now. When asked if new currency printing presses would be established, he replied in the negative saying one of the main aims of the demonetization move has been to reduce dependency on paper currencies.
· The GST Council meeting headed by Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has approved the final draft of Central GST (CGST) and Inter-State GST (IGST) laws. The approval of CGST and IGST laws is considered as significant step towards meeting the July 1, 2017 deadline for rolling out of the Goods and Services Tax (GST).

· India is expected to replicate the record Rabi crop production following record Kharif crop production output following a good monsoon in 2016. This was stated in a study conducted by economic think-tank National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER). As per the NCAER report on the short-term agricultural outlook for the 2017 Rabi season, Gross Value Added (GVA) in agriculture and allied sector registered a significant 3.3 percent year-on-year growth in the second quarter of 2016-17 as compared to 1.8 percent growth in the previous quarter. Overall growth of 4.1 percent is estimated for the agriculture sector in 2016-17 as against the previous year's drought-impacted growth rate of 1.2 percent.

· India beat Australia by 75 runs in the second Test and leveled the series 1-1. Captain Virat Kohli remained unchanged at third to be the best-placed Indian batsman in the latest ICC ODI rankings issued in Dubai. Rohit Sharma (12th) and Mahendra Singh Dhoni (13th) follow Kohli. Both of them also remained static on their previous positions. Opener Shikhar Dhawan, however, dropped a rung to be 15th. Among the bowlers, Akshar Patel was the best-placed Indian at the 11th position. 

11 – 17 March 2017
· President Pranab Mukherjee has said in the last 13 years, country's economy grew more than 7 percent, making it the fastest growing large economy in the world. The President was speaking on the topic of 'India at 70' during the sixth K.S. Rajamony Memorial Lecture in Kochi on 2nd March. He added that as per the indication of the third part of the current year, it is sure to grow more than 7 and a half percent. Mr. Mukherjee said such a performance could be achieved only because of the hard work of farmers and workers. The President said in the last 70 years, tangible change can be seen in every aspect of our lives. India has transformed itself from a poor under-developed nation into the third largest economy in the world in PPP terms within a short span of seven decades. 

· Centre has approved over 4,000 Post Graduate seats in medical colleges and hospitals across the country for the academic session 2017-18. Health Minister J.P. Nadda in an official statement said that with this, the total number of PG seats available in the country will go up to over 35 thousand. He said, this will further boost nations resolve to strengthen tertiary care and improve the medical education in the country. Mr. Nadda said, of the total increase, 2 thousand 46 seats are in medical colleges.

· Indian Navy has successfully test-fired an anti-ship missile for the first time from an indigenously built Kalvari class submarine, describing the launch as a significant milestone in enhancing its 'sub-surface' warfare prowess. The weapon was fired from the submarine, the first of India's six Scorpene-class submarines which are being built under the Project 75, and it 'successfully hit' a surface target during the trial in the Arabian Sea.

· India has successfully test-fired an indigenously developed supersonic interceptor missile capable of destroying incoming enemy ballistic missile at low altitudes. This Advanced Air Defence (AAD) missile, which was tested for the second time in less than a month, is part of an effort to put in place a multilayer missile defence system.

· Jawaharlal Nehru University has won the annual visitor's award for the Best University-2017. Dr. Deepak Pant from Central University of Himachal Pradesh won the visitor's award for innovation, while the visitor's award for research has been jointly won by Dr. Shyam Sunder from Banaras Hindu University and Prof. Niranjan Karak from Tezpur University. President Pranab Mukherjee had announced institution of these awards in 2014 with the aim of promoting healthy competition amongst Central Universities and motivating them to adopt best practices from around the world in the pursuit of excellence.

· National Science Day was celebrated across the country on February 28 this year. The theme for this year was 'Science and Technology for Specially Abled Persons'. This day marks the epoch-making discovery of Raman Effect by Indian physicist C.V. Raman on February 28, 1928. His discovery was awarded with the Nobel Prize in Physics in 1930.

· The United Nations envoy on human rights in Myanmar called for the creation of a Commission of Inquiry (COI), the UN's highest-level probe, to investigate abuses in the country. Human Rights envoy Yanghee Lee made the appeal in a report submitted to the UN rights council, currently holding its main annual session in Geneva. She urged the 47-member body to establish a COI to investigate the systematic, structural and institutional discrimination in policy, law and practice, as well long-standing persecution, against the Rohingya and other minorities in Rakhine State.

· Contrary to projections by analysts and economists, demonetization has not dented India's economic growth, data released by the Central Statistics Office (CSO). According to CSO, India's GDP growth during the third quarter of the current financial year will be seven percent, which will help the country retain the tag of the fastest growing major economy. In comparison, China had recorded a GDP growth of 6.8 percent for the same period. According to CSO data, the GDP growth for the entire financial year would be 7.1 percent, down from 7.9 percent estimated for 2015-16.
· The Reserve Bank of India has asked banking-operated Financial Literacy Centers, FLCs and rural branches to organize special camps starting from April 1 to educate public about digital payments through Unified Payments Interface, UPI and Unstructured Supplementary Service Data-based USSD, "*99# service code platforms. The camps will be conducted for one year. Besides these special camps, RBI said FLCs will conduct the tailored camps for five target groups like farmers, small entrepreneurs, school children, senior citizens and Self Help Groups. Furthermore, banks are henceforth required to conduct only one camp per month on the third Friday of each month after branch hours.

· The government said the increase in the price of non-subsidized LPG cylinder will not impact the consumers receiving subsidized refills. The non-subsidized price of LPG cylinder has increased by Rs. 86. The Petroleum Ministry in a statement said the increase in line with the rise in global LPG product prices. It said, now the rate of the non-subsidized cylinder will be Rs. 737 in Delhi and the consumers will receive subsidy amount of Rs. 303 in their bank accounts. Thus, the net price for the consumer for the subsidized cylinder will be Rs. 434, which remains unchanged.

· Some banks, including HDFC, ICICI and Axis Bank are now charging a minimum amount of Rs. 150 on cash withdrawal and beyond four transactions in a month. The move was seen aimed at discouraging cash transactions and furthering the digital payment drive. Leading private sector player HDFC Bank said in a circular the bank would also cap the third party cash transactions at Rs. 25,000 per day. ICICI Bank website says there will be no charge for first four transactions in a month in home branch. The third party limit would be Rs. 50,000 per day.

· Senior IAS officer Ajay Tyagi became the ninth Chairman of markets regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India. Mr. Tyagi took over the charge of SEBI Chairman in Mumbai from U.K. Sinha, who completed his six-year tenure. The appointment of 58-year-old Tyagi is for a period of three years. Mr. Tyagi is 1984 batch IAS officer of Himachal Pradesh cadre. Prior to this appointment, he has handled capital markets division in the Finance Ministry.

· The 89th Academy Awards, popularly known as Oscars was held at the Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, Los Angeles. The award is presented in 24 categories by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences (AMPAS), honouring best films of 2016. Musical drama La La Land won the most number of awards totaling to six at the ceremony after it was nominated into 14 categories. It was followed by Moonlight and Arrival with each being nominated in eight categories. Best Picture – Moonlight; Best Actress – Emma Stone (La La Land); Best Actor – Casey Affleck (Manchester By The Sea); Best Director – Damien Chazelle (La La Land). He became the youngest director to win Oscar at 32; Best Supporting Actress – Viola Davis (Fences).
25 February – 3 March 2017
· In its thirty-ninth flight (PSLV-C37), ISRO's Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle successfully launched the 714 kg Cartosat-2 Series Satellite along with 103 co-passenger satellites on February 15, 2017, from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre SHAR at Sriharikota. This is the thirty-eighth consecutively successful mission of PSLV. The total weight of all the 104 satellites carried on-board PSLV-C37 was 1378 kg. PSLV-C37 lifted off at 0928 hrs IST, as planned, from the First launch pad. After a flight of 16 minutes 48 seconds, the satellites achieved a polar Sun Synchronous Orbit of 506 km inclined at an angle of 97.46 degree to the equator (very close to the intended orbit) and in the succeeding 12 minutes, all the 104 satellites successfully separated from the PSLV fourth stage in a predetermined sequence beginning with Cartosat-2 series satellite, followed by INS-1 and INS-2. The total number of Indian satellites launched by PSLV now stands at 46. Of the 103 co-passenger satellites carried by PSLV-C37, two ISRO Nano Satellite-1 (INS-1) weighing 8.4 kg and INS-2 weighing 9.7 kg – are technology demonstration satellites from India. The remaining 101 co-passenger satellites carried were international customer satellites from USA (96), The Netherlands (1), Switzerland (1), Israel (1), Kazakhstan (1) and UAE (1).
· In Tamil Nadu, the new Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswamy won the trust vote held on February 18, after 122 MLAs voted in his favour after hours of uproar in the Assembly. The vote was concluded after Assembly Speaker P. Dhanapal turned down the opposition DMK's request for a secret ballot in the floor test. Eleven MLAs voted against Mr. Palaniswamy. As one seat in the Assembly is vacant, the required number to win the vote was 117. The house was adjoined twice and resumed after the second adjournment at 3 pm. Earlier, the assembly was adjourned till 1 pm following protest by DMK MLAs, O. Panneerselvam camp MLAs and Congress MLAs demanding secret ballot. Mr. Palaniswamy, a V.K. Sasikala loyalist, sought vote of confidence at 11 in the morning though he was given 15 days by the Governor to prove his majority. After a prolonged political crisis due to power struggle within the ruling AIADMK, Governor Vidyasagar Rao invited him to form the Government on Thursday and had administered oath of office and secrecy.

· Pursuing Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's vision of Affordable, Quality Healthcare for All, the Centre has issued notification for fixing the ceiling prices of coronary stents. This was informed by Union Minister for Chemicals & Fertilizers and Parliamentary Affairs, Shri Ananthkumar. The step would bring down the cost of coronary stents, currently hiked by about 380%. The ceiling prices of Bare Metal Stents (BMS), having 10% market share, has been capped at Rs. 7,260 and Drug Eluting Stents (DES), having 90% market share, at Rs. 29,600. These prices are exclusive of VAT and other local taxes. The Minister further stated that since most of the States have 5% VAT on stents, the MRP of BMS and DES would be Rs. 7623 and Rs. 31,080. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) has fixed the prices within 60 days as required. The step is a major decisive action on the unethical margins charged at each stage in the supply chain of coronary stents.

· The Minister of Women and Child Development Smt. Maneka Sanjay Gandhi has urged schools to strictly observe Guidelines for Eliminating Corporal Punishment, issued by the National Commission of Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) of WCD Ministry. The WCD Ministry has asked the Ministry of Human Resource Development for wide spread circulation and implementation of the Guidelines for Elimination of Corporal Punishment in schools. This was done in the light of the recent disturbing incident of girl students who were meted out tormenting corporal punishment in the school for not completing their homework. The incident was widely reported in the media, thereby bringing to public attention the issue of corporal punishment used in schools. 
· The Supreme Court has said, it will set up a five-judge constitution bench to hear and decide on a batch of petitions relating to the practices of Triple Talaq, nikah halala and polygamy among Muslims. A bench, headed by Chief Justice J.S. Khehar, said this after the Centre submitted a list of issues for adjudication including the question whether fundamental right to practice and propagate one's religion protected these practices. The apex court said, all of them relate to the constitutional issues and needed to be dealt with by a larger bench. It said, the issues are very important and they cannot be scuttled.

· UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres has cautioned US President Donald Trump against abandoning the idea of a two-state solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, saying there is no alternative. It comes after Mr. Trump went against decades of US policy, saying he would back whatever formula led to peace. Palestinians reacted with alarm to the possibility that the US could drop support for Palestinian statehood. The last round of Israeli-Palestinian peace talks broke down in 2014. Speaking alongside Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, President Trump promised to deliver a great peace deal. But he said both sides must compromise. 

· In the United States, a top American Senator has sought reform in H-1B visas system to bring in highly qualified workers from other countries to fill the huge shortage of IT professionals in the US. Republican Senator Orin Hatch, Chairman of the Senate Republican High-Tech Task Force, said in Washington that he will soon re-introduce the Immigration Innovation Act, which he had introduced in the last two Congresses to modernize H-1B visa system. He said, US will face a shortage of more than 220,000 workers with STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) degrees by 2018 and Washington need to reform H-1B visa system to better identify high-skilled individuals who want to come and stay in the United States and to contribute to its economy.

· In Pakistan, the death toll in the suicide attack inside the crowded Sufi Shrine of Lal Shahbaz Qalandar in Sindh has risen over 80. Reports said, more than 250 people have been admitted to different hospitals in Sehwan, Dadu, Hyderabad, Jamshoro, Karachi, Shaheed Benazirabad, Nawabshah and Larkana.

· Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said normalcy has been restored within few weeks of the decision to recall 86 percent of the currency in circulation and now there is no shortage of notes in market. He said, currency note printing presses of Reserve Bank of India as well as Security Printing and Minting Corporation of India Ltd., SPMCIL have worked without a break to remonetise by issuing new bank notes. Mr. Jaitley heaped praises on Prime Minister Narendra Modi's much-debated demonetisation move claiming perhaps such massive exercise has not happened in any country. He was speaking at the 11th Foundation Day function of the Security Printing Minting Corporation of India Limited, SPMCIL in New Delhi. 

· Reserve Bank Governor Urjit Patel said India's economic growth will make a sharp recovery following the recall of old 500 and 1,000 rupee notes. In an interview to a private TV channel, Mr. Patel made a strong case for continuing with globalization, even in the face of a potential shift to trade protectionism under US President Donald Trump, as India has benefitted from open trade. He said, the remonetisation has happened at a fast pace and that was part of the plan. RBI had lowered economic growth projection for the current fiscal to 6.9 percent from the previously estimated 7.1 percent, but saw it bouncing back in a big way to 7.4 percent in 2017-18. Mr. Patel said, the benefit of junking 86 percent of currency in circulation will take time to fully play out and needs more work to ensure they are lasting. 

· The total food grain production in the country has been pegged at record 272 million tonne. Agriculture Ministry in its second advance estimates of production of major crops for 2016-17 said a record is going to be made due to good rainfall and various policy initiatives taken by the government. It is higher by about 7 million tonnes the previous record production of 265 million tonnes in 2013-14. Total production of rice is estimated at record 108.86 million tonnes which is also a new record. Wheat production, estimated at 96.64 million tonnes is also a record. The Ministry said, as a result of significant increase in the area coverage and productivity of all major pulses, total production of pulses is estimated to be 22.14 million tonnes which is higher by 2.89 million tonnes than the previous production. With an increase of 8.35 million tonnes over the previous year, total oilseeds production in the country is estimated at record level of 33.60 million tonnes.

· Nearly half of the 18 lakh people under the Income Tax scanner for suspicious bank deposits during the demonetisation period, have been put in the 'doubtful' category. The action against them will follow only after the new tax amnesty scheme which ends on 31st of next month. Under 'Operation Clean Money', the IT department had sent SMS and e-mails to these people, who had made deposits of over 5 lakh rupees during the 50-day window provided to get rid of old 500 and 1000 rupee notes. The Tax Department had asked measures to submit response to avoid enforcement actions under the IT Act and other applicable laws. Since Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) runs till 31st March, action against any depositor can be taken only after this scheme closes as the depositor may choose to disclose the wealth and pay taxes. The verification will be closed if the cash deposit is declared PMGKY, the disclosure scheme for black money.

· The annual rate of inflation, based on monthly WPI, stood at 5.25% (provisional) for the month of January, 2017 (over January 2016) as compared to 3.39% (provisional) for the previous month and -1.07% during the corresponding month of the previous year. Build up inflation rate in the financial year so far was 5.31% compared to a build up rate of -0.40% in the corresponding period of the previous year.

· India's star shuttler P.V. Sindhu has risen to a career best BWF ranking of number five. She overtook Japan's Akane Yamaguchi, as per the latest rankings released. This is the first time that Sindhu has broken into the top five. Saina Nehwal, who is ranked ninth, is the other Indian in the top 10 while Chinese Taipei's Tal Tzu Ying continues to lead the rankings. Saina had a rather forgettable year in 2016 as she had been out for most of the year due to a knee injury. Sindhu, in contrast, had probably the best year of her career as she won the Silver Medal at the Rio Olympics and became the first Indian women to win an Olympic silver medal.

· The Indian team has lifted the T20 World Cup for Blind Cricketers. Following the success of Para Athletes at Rio Paralympics 2016, the Indian team for Blind Cricket has added another chapter of glory in history of Indian Sports by retaining T20 World Cup. The emphatic victory of India in finals over Pakistan is significant as the visiting side was enjoying unbeatable record in the championship this year till their defeat in finals by India.
· The first Youth Test match between Under-19 cricket team of India and England has ended in a draw. In the match played at Nagpur, a staggering 17 wickets fell on the fourth and final day. The VCA Stadium at Jamtha virtually turned into a graveyard for batsmen of both teams as they struggled to remain afloat. England, who resumed at their overnight score of 32/1, were shot out for 167 off 53 overs in their second essay. India required 238 for an outright win, but their batsmen too struggled. The hosts finished at 189 for 8, thus managing to draw the game. 

18 – 24 February 2017
· The first part of the Budget Session has yielded a total of 7 sittings of the Lok Sabha and 8 sittings of the Rajya Sabha. Parliamentary Affairs Minister Anand Kumar informed that the productivity of Lok Sabha during this phase was 113 percent, while for Rajya Sabha it was 97 percent. The first phase of the 'Budget session started on 31st January. The two houses will now have a month long recess. The second part of the budget session will commence from 9th of March and will continue till 12th of April.

· The Government has decided to open 56 Post Office Passport Seva Kendras, (POPSK), at different locations of many states for delivering passport related services to public. The states include Delhi, Assam, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Telangana and West Bengal.

· The Centre has created a buffer stock of 10 lakh metric tonnes of pulses through domestic procurement and imports. Of this, five lakh tonnes have been procured during ongoing kharif marketing season. The buffer stock of pulses would be used to intervene in the market in case of price rise.

· The Union Cabinet has approved 'Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyan' to make 6 crore rural households digitally literate by March 2019. The scheme is expected to be one of the largest digital literacy programmes in the world. Union Finance Ministry had announced about the programme in the Union Budget 2016-17.

· The Centre has made Aadhaar Card mandatory for receiving subsidized foodgrains from all PDS shops. The Department of Food and Public Distribution has issued a notification in this regard which requires individual beneficiaries having Ration Cards to furnishing Aadhaar number or undergo Aadhaar authentication to receive subsidies under the National Food Security Act or NFSA. This condition will also be applicable for all new beneficiaries. Those who do not have Aadhaar number or not enrolled for Aadhaar can make application Aadhaar enrollment by 30th of June this year. 

· The Union Ministry of Human Resource Development will soon set up a department – National Testing Agency (NTA) to conduct examinations for higher and secondary education. NTA will be the single authority that will conduct entrance tests for all higher institutions like JEE, NEET, NET and other prestigious exams.

· The Supreme Court has directed real estate businessman and owner of Uphaar Cinema in Delhi, Gopal Ansal to serve one year jail term in connection with the 1997 fire tragedy case in which 59 people had died. The apex court, in a majority verdict of 2:1, asked Gopal Ansal to surrender within four weeks to serve the remaining jail term of the one year punishment. However, the apex court gave relief to elder brother Sushil Ansal considering his old age by giving him the jail term already undergone by him, including the remission, in the case.
· The birth anniversary of Guru Ravidas, the famous saint of the Bhakti Movement, was celebrated on 10th of February. His devotional songs and verses made a lasting impact upon the Bhakti Movement.

· The Reserve Bank of India has maintained status quo on its key rates in its monetary policy review, and the repo rate, or the rate at which the RBI lends to banks, stands unchanged at 6 (point) 25 percent, and the reverse repo rate, or the rate at which the RBI absorbs excess liquidity, also remains steady at 5 (point) 75 percent.

· The Reserve Bank shifted its monetary policy stance from 'accommodative' to 'neutral' Reserve Bank Urjit Patel said the Monetary Policy Committee decided to change its policy stance while keeping the policy rate on hold to assess how the transitory effects of demonetisation of inflation and the output gap play out. The RBI said it is committed to bringing headline inflation closer to 4 percent on a durable basis, and this requires further significant decline in inflation expectations, especially since the services component of inflation that is sensitive to wage movements has been sticky. The RBI also revised down its GDP growth forecast to 6.9 percent for the current fiscal, from 7.4 percent earlier. But, it added that growth will pick up sharply to 7.4 percent in the next fiscal.

· India will soon send a team to Geneva to speed up the process of negotiations to find a permanent solution on food security. It is amidst the WTO chief Roberto Azevedo asking member countries to redouble efforts to meet the deadline of December this year. Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman and WTO Chief Azevedo discussed various issues during a meeting in New Delhi this week. Ms. Sitharaman said India wants the procedure of finding a permanent solution to be completed on time and before the ministerial level meet in Argentina in December. 

· The NITI (National Institution for Transforming India) Aayog and CII (Confederation of Indian Industry) have jointly launched India Innovation Index. Besides country's first innovation index portal was also launched. The index has been jointly developed by NITI Aayog, DIPP (Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion) and CII in consultation with WEF (World Economic Forum), WIPO (World Intellectual Property Organization), Cornell University, UNIDO (United Nations Industrial Development Organization), ILO (Industrial Labour Organisation) etc.
· The government is going to start Highways Advisory Services to provide real time traffic updates on 12 National Highways in 13 States through All India Radio. Replying to supplementaries in the Lok Sabha, Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari said phase one of the pilot project was implemented on Delhi-Jaipur National Highway No. 8. He said, in Delhi, Alwar and Jaipur, real time traffic updates of duration five minutes each, is being provided in 18 bulletins everyday through All India Radio Stations.

· US President Donald Trump has agreed to honour the America's One China policy by acknowledging that China has sovereignty over self-ruled Taiwan. A White House statement said that Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping had a phone conversation and President Trump agreed, at the request of President Xi, to honour 'One China' policy.

· The US Senate has voted to confirm Representative, Tom Price as the top US health care official. The Senate voted 52-47 to approve the conservative Georgia Republican and orthopedic surgeon as the Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). A member of the House of Representatives since 2005, Price is the author of legislation to repeal Obamacare and replace it with age-adjusted tax credits for the purchase of health insurance.

· A US appeals court has rejected a bid to reinstate President Donald Trump's controversial travel ban from seven Muslim countries. The 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals said it will not block a lower-court ruling that brought the President's executive order to a half. The latest ruling means that President Trump's travel ban will remain blocked and citizens from Iraq, Syria, Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan and Yemen will continue to be able to travel to the United States. President Trump issued the travel ban on January 27, citing terror threats and putting the national security of the US at risk. It led to causing chaos, confusion and protests at international airports as the legal status of people in transition was suddenly thrown into question. The US Supreme Court will likely determine the case's final outcome.

· In Brazil, more than 100 people have been killed during the six-day strike of policy demanding higher salaries and more benefits in Espirito Santo state. Schools, health clinics, businesses are closed and public transportation was at a standstill in the state.

· The World Cancer Day was observed on 4th February. The day is observed every year on this date across the world to raise awareness of cancer and to encourage the prevention, detection, and treatment. The theme (tagline) between 2016 and 2018 WCD is 'We can. I can'. It reflects on what everyone can do to raise awareness of cancer and asks to take pledge and action in fight against cancer.

· Nobel laureate Sir Peter Mansfield, who developed Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI), has died at the age of 83 on 8th February. Mansfield, an English physicist born in 1933, was a Professor at the University of Nottingham starting from 1964 until 1994, when he retired. He was awarded the Nobel Prize for Physiology or Medicine in 2003, along with late American chemist Paul Lauterbur, for discovering Magnetic Resonance Imaging, a technique used by medical specialists to generate images of the human body's anatomy. MRI uses magnetic fields, radio waves, and field gradients to detect damage, such as cancer, in various parts of the body.
· Virat Kohli has become the first batsman to score double centuries in four successive Test series surpassing legendary Sir Donald Bradman and Rahul Dravid. The Indian Skipper scored 204 on the second day of the one-off Test against Bangladesh at Hyderabad to achieve the feat. Sir Bradman and Rahul Dravid achieved the feat in three successive series. Kohli also went past Virender Sehwag's record of most runs in a home season by aggregating 1168 runs in the current season, with the aid of four centuries and two half-centuries.

· For the first time, two Indian cagers – Aashey Verma and Priyanka Prabhakara – have been selected in a 67-strong international group of boys and girls for the NBA and FIBA's third annual Basketball without Borders (BWB) Global Camp in New Orleans, USA. The camp will be held from February 17 to 19 as part of NBA All-Star 2017. 
11 – 17 February 2017
· Government has proposed to establish a National Testing Agency as an autonomous and self-sustained premier testing organization to conduct all entrance examinations for higher education institutes. This would free CBSE, AICTE and other premier institutions from these administrative responsibilities so that they can focus more on academics.

· Government proposed to extend the number of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras from current 60 to cover more than 600 districts across the country. Announcing this in the General Budget 2017-18, the Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said 100 India International Skills Centres will be established across the country. These centres would offer advanced training and also courses in foreign languages. This will help those of our youth who seek job opportunities outside the country.

· Union Finance Minister said that in the Financial Year 2017-18, a programme SANKALP (Skill Acquisition and Knowledge Awareness for Livelihood Promotion Programmes) will also be launched at a cost of Rs. 4,000 crore. SANKALP will provide market relevant training to 3.5 crore youth.

· Government Proposed to launch the next phase of Skill Strengthening for Industrial Value Enhancement (STRIVE) in the next financial year 2017-18, at a cost of Rs. 2200 crore. The Finance Minister said STRIVE will focus on improving the quality and market relevance of vocational training provided in it is and strengthen the apprenticeship programmes through industry cluster approach.

· The Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley has also proposed that a Special Scheme for creating employment in leather and footwear industries will also be implemented. This will be on the line of already launched Special Scheme for creating employment in the textile sector.

· The Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley has also proposed to set-up Five Special Tourism Zone, anchored on SPVs in partnership with the States. The Finance Minister said this is because Tourism is a big employment generator and has a multiplier impact on the economy. The Minister also announced the launching of incredible India 2.0 campaign across the world.

· Mahila Shakti Kendra to be set up at village level with an allocation of Rs. 500 crores in 14 lakh ICDS Anganwadi Centres. This will provide one-stop convergent support services for empowering rural women with opportunities for skill development, employment, digital literacy, health and nutrition.

· Under nationwide scheme for financial assistance to pregnant women, Rs. 6,000 each will be transferred directly to the bank accounts of pregnant women who undergo institutional delivery and vaccinate their children.

· For the welfare of Women and Children under various schemes across all the Ministries, the allocation has been stepped-up from Rs. 1,56,528 crores in BE 2016-17 to Rs. 1,84,632 crores in 2017-18.

· The allocation for the welfare of Scheduled Castes has been stepped from Rs. 38,833 crores in 2016-17 to Rs. 52,393 crores in 2017-18, representing an increase of about 35%. The allocation for Scheduled Tribes has been increased to Rs. 31,920 crores and for Minority Affairs to Rs. 4,195 crores. The Government will introduce outcome based monitoring of expenditure in these sectors by the NITI Aayog.

· For senior citizens, Aadhar based Smart Cards containing their health details will be introduced. A beginning will be made through a pilot in 15 districts during 2017-18. The LIC will implement a scheme for senior citizens to provide assured pension, with a guaranteed return of 8% per annum for 10 years.

· First combined Budget of Independent India, that includes Railways, presented. Total Capital and Development Expenditure of Railways pegged at Rs. 1,31,000 crores. Government to focus on 'Swachh Rail'; Rs. 1 lakh crores 'Rashtriya Rail Sanraksha Kosh' to be created in 5 years. Cashless reservations go up from 58% to 68%.

· Political parties cannot receive donation above Rs. 2,000 in cash from one person; entitled to receive donations by cheque or digital mode from their donors; Have to file its Income-Tax Return within the prescribed time limit. Banks to issue Electoral Bonds to enable donations to Political parties.

· The pace of construction of Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) roads has accelerated to reach 133 km roads per day in 2016-17, as against an average of 73 km during the period 2011-2014. A sum of Rs. 19,000 crore has been provided in 2017-18 for this scheme.

· One crore houses to be completed by 2019 for the houseless and those living in Kutcha houses as the Government has stepped up the allocation for Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana Gramin from Rs. 15,000 crore in 2016-17 to Rs. 23,000 crores in 2017-18. 

· 100% village electrification likely to be achieved by 1st May 2018 and an increased allocation of Rs. 4,814 crores has been proposed under the Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana in 2017-18. 

· The Government has proposed to increase the allocations for Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihood Mission for promotion of skill development and livelihood opportunities for people in rural areas to Rs. 4,500 crore in 2017-18. 

· The allocation for Prime Minister's Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) and Credit Support Schemes has been increased more than 3 times.

· The Swachh Bharat Mission (Gramin) has made tremendous progress in promoting safe sanitation and ending open defecation. Sanitation coverage in rural India has gone up from 42% in October 2014 to about 60% and such villages are now being given priority for piped water supply. For imparting new skills to the people in the rural areas, mason training will be provided to 5 lakh persons by 2022, with an immediate target of training at least 20,000 persons by 2017-18. 
· With a better monsoon, agriculture is expected to grow at 4.1% in the current year, i.e. 2016-17 as the total area sown under kharif and rabi seasons are higher than the previous year. Adequate credit to be made available to the farmers in time and the target for agricultural credit in 2017-18 has been fixed at a record level of 10 lakh crores. The farmers to also benefit from 60 days' interest waiver announced by the Prime Minister in respect of their loans from the cooperative credit structure.

· Computerization and integration of all 63,000 functional primary Agriculture Credit Societies (PACS) with the Core Banking System of District Central Cooperative Banks to be done in 3 years at an estimated cost of Rs. 1,900 crores, with financial participation from the State Governments to ensure seamless flow of credit to small and marginal farmers.

· The coverage of Fasal Bimal Yojana to be increased from 30% of cropped area in 2016-17 to 40% in 2017-18 and 50% in 2018-19. The Budget provision of Rs. 5,500 crores for the scheme in 2016-17 was increased to Rs. 13,240 crores in RE 2016-17 to settle the arrear claims. For 2017-18, a sum of Rs. 9,000 crores will be provided and the sum insured under this Yojana has more than doubled from Rs. 69,000 crores in Kharif 2015 to Rs. 1,41,625 crores in Kharif 2016.

· Government to take more steps and enable the farmers to increase their production and productivity and to deal with post-harvest challenges. The coverage of National Agricultural Market (e-NAM) will be expanded from the current 250 markets to 585 APMCs. Moreover, assistance upto a ceiling of Rs. 75 lakhs will be provided to every e-NAM market for establishment of cleaning, grading and packaging facilities. 

· As Dairy is an important source of additional income for the farmers, a Dairy Processing and Infrastructure Development Fund to be set-up in NABARD with a corpus of Rs. 8,000 crores over 3 years. He said that issuance of Soil Health Cards has gathered momentum, even as the Government has decided to set-up new mini labs in Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) and ensure 100% coverage of all 648 KVKs in the country.

· Union finance Minister said the Demonetisation is expected to have a transient impact on the economy. It will have a great impact on the economy and lives of people. Demonetisation is a bold and decisive measure that will lead to higher GDP growth. The effects of Demonetisation will not spillover to the next fiscal, he added.

4 – 10 February 2017
· The nation celebrated its 68th Republic Day on 26th January with the theme 'Skill India and Beti Bachao Beti Padhao'. The main function was organized in New Delhi where President Pranab Mukherjee unfurled the national flag and took salute of grand parade at Rajpath. Crown Prince Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan was the Chief Guest of the ceremony. The highest peacetime military decoration award – the Ashok Chakra – was given to Havaldar Hangpan Dada posthumously for his selfless service to the nation. The award was received by his wife Chasen Lowang Dada. 

· President Pranab Mukherjee has said it is his firm conviction that India's pluralism and her social, cultural, linguistic and religious diversity are the greatest strength of the country. Addressing the nation on the eve of Republic Day, the President said, India's tradition has always celebrated the argumentative Indian. Prime Minister Narendra Modi also greeted the nation on Republic Day. 

· President Pranab Mukherjee announced the names of recipients of year 2017 Padma awards comprising Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhusan and Padma Shri. This edition of list includes more than 15 unsung persons and also people who rendered selfless service at the grassroots. Padma Awards, the country's highest civilian awards given in various disciplines – art, social work, public affairs, science and engineering, trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, sports, civil service, etc.

· List of Padma Vibhushan Awardees 2017 includes – 1. K.J. Yesudas in the field of Art – Music; 2. Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev in the field of Others – Spiritualism; 3. Sharad Pawar in Public Affairs; 4. Murli Manohar Joshi in Public Affairs; 5. Prof. Udipi Ramachandra Rao in Science & Engineering; 6. Sunder Lal Patwa (Posthumous) in Public Affairs; and 7. P.A. Sangma (Posthumous) in Public Affairs.

· Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has said demonetisation shook the financial system for a short while, but will integrate the shadow economy with the formal in the long run and ensure better tax compliance. He said most contentious issues regarding the Goods and Services Tax (GST) have been sorted between the Centre and states and the new indirect tax regime is at the final stages of implementation. He was speaking after inaugurating the two-day 23rd edition of CII Partnership Summit in Visakhapatnam. The finance minister further said the government plans to implement GST, from July 1st.

· National Voter's Day was observed on 25th January. The Election Commission of India was founded on this day in 1950. The commission observes National Voters Day to create awareness on voting and voter rights. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi wished the citizens on this day. Calling elections as the celebrations of democracy, the Prime Minister urged every eligible voters to exercise their franchise and called upon the youth to register as voters when they turn 18. On this occasion, Unfolding Indian Elections: Journey of the Living Democracy' published by Publications Division was released by the Election Commission of India.

· Meghalaya Governor V. Shanmuganathan resigned days after a controversy was triggered by reports in local media, which accused him of sexual misconduct 67-year-old Shanmuganathan tendered his resignation from the post. The resignation also follows a protest in Shillong, in which civil society groups hit the streets on Republic Day. Earlier, nearly 100 Raj Bhavan staff had petitioned President Pranab Mukherjee, the Prime Minister and union Home Minister Rajnath Singh seeking their intervention to remove the 67-year-old Governor and restore the dignity of Raj Bhavan. 

· National Investigation Agency will probe the sabotage angle in the recent train derailments in Uttar Pradesh's Kanpur and Andhra Pradesh's Kuneru area. Official sources said the agency has taken over the probe in these cases following an order from the Home Ministry. An NIA team has already conducted an inspection of the site in Vizianagaram where Jagdalpur-Bhubaneswar Hirakhand Express went off the track to ascertain if it was an act of terror as the railway suspected sabotage. Several people were killed in the accident. The role of Pakistan's ISI in the derailment of Indore-Patna train on 20 November, 2016 in Kanpur, is also being looked into.

· The Union Cabinet has given its approval for launching of Varishtha Pension Bima Yojana 2017. The scheme will be launched as part of Government's commitment for financial inclusion and social security. The scheme will be implemented through Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) during the current financial year, i.e. FY 2016-17. It will be open for subscription for a period of one year from the date of launch.

· The Government gave its approval to ratify the second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol on containing the emission of Green House Gases. The second commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol was adopted in 2012 and is set to expire in 2020. 75 countries, so far, have ratified the Second Commitment Period.

· The Union Cabinet has given its nod for a new scheme for promotion of Rural Housing in the country pucca houses to improve dwelling units. Under this scheme, the Government will provide interest subsidy to every rural household who is not covered under the Pradhan Mantri Aawas Yojana (Grameen).

· The Government constituted a Working Group committee to frame uniform rules for the states to avoid delay in proper implementation of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016 across the country. The Committee will be headed by Secretary from Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. It will submit its report within three months.

· India and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) inked 14 agreements in various areas to boost bilateral cooperation between both countries. These agreements were signed after delegation level talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and visiting crown Prince of Abu Dhabi Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan in New Delhi. The Crown Prince who is Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces was on a three-day visit. He was the chief guest of 2017 Republic Day Parade.

· Mexican President Enrique Pena Nieto has cancelled his planned trip to the US after President Donald Trump tweeted that he should cancel his visit if Mexico is unwilling to pay for the massive border wall being built to stop illegal migrants from entering America. Pena Nieto was scheduled to be in Washington on 31st January. Trump's Mexican counterpart condemned the US decision to build a border wall and repeated that Mexico will not pay for the wall. 

· The US President Donald Trump has signed an executive order to formally put US out of the negotiating process of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), a trade deal of 12 Pacific Rim countries. The mega trade deal TPP was one of the major international trade initiatives of his predecessor Barack Obama aimed to set trade rules for the 21st century and bind US allies against growing Chinese economic clout.

· Russia and Turkey conducted a joint aerial operation in Syria's Al-Bab after exchanging intelligence data on terror group Islamic State targets. Russia Defence Ministry said Russian Su-24M attack aircraft, Su-35S fighter jets, as well as Turkish F-16 and F-4 multirole fighter aircraft took part in the attack. As a result of joint airstrikes, three IS command centers and a number of terrorist strongholds have been destroyed. Since January 18, Russian and Turkish warplanes have destroyed some 60 terrorist targets.
· Russian Ambassador to India, Alexander Kadakin passed away in New Delhi after brief illness. Mr. Kadakin had contributed greatly to strengthen India-Russia relations. He had served as the Russian Ambassador to India since October 2009. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has condoled the death of Mr. Kadakin. In a tweet, he said, the Russian Ambassador was an admirable diplomat, a great friend of India and a fluent Hindi speaker. Mr. Modi said the Ambassador tirelessly contributed to stronger India-Russia ties.

· Improved Pinaka rockets, with a guidance system and an enhanced range were successfully test-fired for the second time from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha. The guided version dubbed as Pinaka mark-II, has been evolved version of Pinaka mark-I.

28 January – 3 February 2017

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed concern over the functioning of government's departments in isolation and stressed on coordination among the departments of Central and State governments. Delivering the inaugural address on a three-day National Conference of Central and State Ministers and Secretaries of Tourism, Culture and Sports at Kutch in Gujarat through video-conferencing, the Prime Minister asked the participants to share their best practices to solve the outstanding problems. He asked the Departments to chalk out a blue-print to channelize the youth power for the betterment of the country and the world. He said, digital movement in the nation is going on and the youth are at the core of this. He said, the youth have also given strength to Swachh Bharat Mission. Prime Minister called for an institutional arrangement to enable excellence in sports as every government wants to popularize sports. The Prime Minister said, India has a lot more in sports than just cricket for which there is a need to map sports persons at District level to identify talents.

· Prime Minister has said, Indian youth have successfully resisted radicalization, which has affected several parts of the world. He said, its credit must go to the long, shared heritage of the country and now, it is people's collective responsibility to take the heritage forward. In a meeting with a delegation of Muslim ulema, intellectuals and academicians in New Delhi, Mr. Modi said the culture, traditions and social fabric of India will never allow the nefarious designs of terrorists or their sponsors to succeed. The Prime Minister stressed on the importance of education and skill development, which is a key to gainful employment and upliftment from poverty. Appreciating Saudi Arabian government for increasing the number of Haj pilgrims for India, Mr. Modi asserted that there is a positive image of Indian Muslims abroad.

· Delhi Police Commissioner and Senior IPS officer Alok Kumar Verma has been appointed as new Director of the Central Bureau of Investigation. He will have tenure of two years. He was selected by a three-member committee comprising Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Justice J.S. Khehar and Congress leader Mallikarjun Kharge. He will take over from interim director Rakesh Asthana, who was handed the reins of the premier investigating agency after former director Anil Sinha retired on December 2, 2016.
· RBI Governor Urjit Patel appeared before the Public Accounts Committee and briefed the panel about government's recent decision to demonetize high value currency. The committee is headed by Congress MP K.V. Thomas. According to sources, Mr. Patel has assured the committee that cash situation will be normalized soon. Earlier, Mr. Patel had appeared before the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Finance and briefed about the decision to demonetize high value currency and the impact on note ban. Mr. Patel had informed the committee that Rs. 9.2 lakh crore, in new currency has been introduced in the system after the decision.
· Over 3 lakh 80,000 consumers and 21,000 merchants have won prize money worth around Rs. 61 crore at 24 Digi-Dhan Melas across the country, so far. This was disclosed by the Information Technology Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad in New Delhi. He said, the government's efforts to give a boost to the digital payment systems and cashless economy have evoked good response from the people. Mr. Prasad said, people from different age groups, occupations and walks of life have taken part in a big way in the Lucky Grahak Yojana and Digi-dhan Vyapar Yojana giving a fillip to digital transactions.

· The Centre has sanctioned over Rs. 2,207 crore to Jammu and Kashmir as special assistance during current financial year to expedite completion of area-specific schemes. The Finance Ministry in a release said, the Centre has also decided to provide further special assistance of over Rs. 1,129 crore to Bihar during 2016-17 for completion of the approved ongoing projects under the special plan for Bihar. The Ministry said with this the centre has so far released over Rs. 6,934 crore to Bihar. According to the release, special assistance of nearly Rs. 368 crore was given to Odisha for funding of projects under special plan for Districts of Koraput, Bolangir and Kalahandi.

· The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the 28th Dantan Gramin Mela-2017 at Dantan, Paschim Medinipur, West Bengal on 19th January. Speaking on the occasion, the President Pranab Mukherjee expressed concern over growing tensions and difference of opinion in society. Referring to the violence in different parts of the world, the President said the general trend of human society is for people to love each other and co-exist, not spread hatred. Rural fairs like Dantan Gramin Mela promote brotherhood, harmony and peaceful co-existence among people. They reflect the eternal wisdom of rural areas and increase friendship amongst different sections of society.

· Government will facilitate Tangaliya weavers in purchase of looms, by providing them an assistance amounting to 90% of the price of looms. The Union Textiles Minister Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani made this announcement during her interaction with Tangaliya weavers in Surendranagar district of Gujarat. Upon listening to their concerns, the Minister also announced the formation of a special association of Tangaliya workers, which will work for their interest. Expressing appreciation for the Tangaliya embroidery, Smt. Irani said that the work needs to be marketed through international platforms; she requested the district administration to make proper arrangements for the same. 

· Bihar government has launched a Nasha Mukti campaign to make the state addiction-free with formation of over 11 thousand km long human chain across the state. Over two crore people participated in this human chain. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar, Deputy Chief Minister Tejaswi Prasad Yadav and RJD Chief Lalu Prasad Yadav joined their hands in human chain at Gandhi Maidan in Patna. Besides teachers of schools and college students of 71 thousand schools took part in human chain. The human chain covered all panchayats of the state. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar said 'nasha mukti' in Bihar will herald a new era in the state, as no one will be permitted to use intoxicating substance and tobacco products. Mr. Kumar said Bihar will become an ideal state of the country as dreamed Mahatma Gandhi.

· Union Cabinet has given its nod for amendment in the Modified Special Incentive Package Scheme (M-SIPS) for electronics manufacturing. These modifications will further incentivize investments in electronic sector and move towards Union Government's goal of 'Net Zero imports' in electronics by 2020.

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave its 'in principle' approval for listing the five Public Sector General Insurance Companies owned General Insurance Companies in the stock exchanges. The companies are New Indian Assurance Company Ltd., United India Insurance Company Ltd., Oriental Insurance Company Ltd., National Insurance Company Ltd. and General Insurance Corporation of India. The shareholding of these PSGICs will be divested from 100% to 75% in one or more tranches over a period of time as per Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) rules and regulations.

· The first flight of the government's ambitious regional connectivity scheme – UDAN is likely to take off next month. The scheme UDAN (Ude Desh Ke Aam Nagrik) seeks to boost regional air connectivity and provides various incentives to airlines. The fare for a one hour journey of approximately 500 kilometer on a fixed wing aircraft or for a 30-minute journey on a helicopter will be capped at two thousand 500 rupees under the scheme. Addressing a press conference in New Delhi, Minister of State for Civil Aviation Jayant Sinha said, the Airports Authority of India has received 45 initial proposals from 11 bidders covering more than 190 routes under the scheme.
· India has reiterated that there is no place for a third party intervention on Jammu and Kashmir. In reply to a question on a reported discussion on the matter in British Parliament, External Affairs Ministry Spokesperson Vikas Swarup said, the issues between India and Pakistan should be resolved bilaterally. To a query on Nuclear Suppliers' Group, NSG membership, Mr. Swarup said, India does not want the membership as a gift.
· Mr. Donald Trump has taken over as the 45th President of the United States. He took over the reins from Barack Obama amid expectations of radical change in policies and apprehension at home and abroad. Mr. Trump, 70, took the oath of office in front of about 8 lakh people who braved chilly weather to gather on the National Mall in the center of the capital to celebrate the occasion. He was administered the oath of office by Chief Justice John Roberts. Mike Pence was also sworn-in as the Vice President of the US. In his maiden address to the nation from the US Capitol, Mr. Trump promised to rebuild the country to bring back their dreams wherein America First will be the key to his governance. He vowed to address the ills he sees plaguing the nation, including gun violence, drugs and crime.

· United Nation's Security Council has unanimously approved a resolution expressing full support to Gambia's new President Adama Barrow and calling on ex-leader Yahya Jammeh to step down. The UN resolution also condemned Yahya Jammeh's attempts to usurp power. A last-minute revision to the resolution after Barrow took the oath of office, backed efforts by the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) to ensure that Barrow's election victory is respected. The deputy ambassadors of Russia and Britain said that Barrow is now president and he can ask ECOWAS for military action to oust Jammeh. Meanwhile, Senegalese army spokesman said that their troops have entered the Gambia to ensure Adama Barrow assumes power as the country's new president.

· India clinched the three-match series 2-0 after defeating England by 15 runs in the second One-Day International at Cuttack. At the Barabati Stadium, India compiled a massive total of 381 for six after being put into bat on flat track. In reply, England despite skipper Eoin Morgan's 102, could manage only 366 for 8 in the stipulated 50 overs. On the Indian side, Yuvraj made 150 which was his 14th ODI hundred and his careers best, while Dhoni scored 134 which was his 10th ODI hundred.

· The largest warship of the Indian Navy, INS Vikramaditya, will be equipped with its own dedicated ATM. It will cater to over two thousand naval personnel deployed on the aircraft carrier. India's largest public sector bank State Bank of India is providing the Navy the services for the ATM which will be on the satellite link. A currency chest will also be provided to keep running the ATM. The much needed facility is expected to ease out cash problems of a large floating population of the warship as they run out of money during long period of deployment of the carrier. 

· The Union Government launched a dedicated web portal 'ShaGun' for monitoring the progress of Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan. The portal 'ssashagun.nic.in' has been developed by World Bank in collaboration with Human Resource Development Ministry. 

· Indian Space Research Organization Chairman A.S. Kiran Kumar has said, ISRO has successfully maneuvered the orbit planes of Mars Mission to enhance the capacity of battery. Speaking at Ahmedabad, he said, Mars orbiter was not getting sun light during eclipse, so that had changed the direction of orbit plane to cut the eclipse duration. He said, mars Mission has still 30 kilograms of energy, which will provide services for many more years.
21 – 27 January 2017
· National Youth Day: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that youth power can drive India's campaign against corruption. On 21st National Youth Day, the Prime Minister called on the youth to take forward the movement towards a less cash economy and gave a mantra of collectivity, connectivity and creativity. The birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda is celebrated as National Youth Day every year as he was a source of inspiration to youth world over. The occasion saw curtains go up on the National Youth Festival on 12th January in Haryana's Rohtak with the theme 'Youth for Digital India'. Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the youth at the inauguration of the event through video conferencing. He urged them to move towards less cash economy asking them to help those around them to adapt to the digital medium. The PM also appealed to youth to come forward to eradicate all social ills from society. He said if the nation is witnessing change, the youth have a major role to play in it. Referring to demonetisation, Prime Minister Modi said youth have supported the government's move to the hilt. He also gave them 3 cs mantra on the occasion. 

· The Ken-Betwa River linking project has received environment, forest and tribal clearances. The project aims at addressing water needs of dry swathes in Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh. Speaking to media on the sidelines of a function in New Delhi today, Water Resources Minister Uma Bharati said the first river linking project has received the clearances formally. She said the Ministry is working out the funding pattern with NITI Aayog. The phase I of the project, of linking Ken river in Madhya Pradesh and Betwa in Uttar Pradesh, at a cost of Rs. 9500 crore is envisaged to help irrigate an area of 6.35 lakh hectares annually. Of this, 3.69 lakh hectares will be covered in Madhya Pradesh's Chattarpur. Tikamgarh and Panna districts. The remaining 2.65 lakh hectares of area falls in Uttar Pradesh's Mahoba, Banda and Jhansi districts.

· Supreme Court has said that there is nothing wrong in national Green Tribunal interim order banning glass coated manjha and turned down plea of manjha traders. During the hearing, the apex court said that ban on glass coated Chinese manjha will continue in the country and refused to allow its use in kite flying. The court further asked manjha traders from Gujarat to move NGT for any relief.

· The Pinaka Rocket converted to a Guided Pinaka has been successfully test-fired from the Integrated Test Range at Chandipur in Odisha. The Pinaka Rocket Mark-II, which evolved from Pinaka Mark-1 is equipped with navigation, guidance and control kit and has been transformed to the Guided Pinaka. According to an official release, this conversion has considerably enhanced the range and accuracy of Pinaka.

· Khanderi, the second Scorpene class submarine was launched from the Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited in Mumbai. 'Khanderi includes superior stealth and the ability to launch a crippling attack on the enemy using precision guided weapon. The attack can be launched with torpedoes, as well as tube-launched anti-ship missiles. It works underwater or on surface too. All means and communications are provided to ensure interoperability with other components of a Naval task force. It can undertake multifarious types of missions typically undertaken by any modern submarine such as anti-surface warfare, anti-submarine warfare, intelligence gathering, mine laying and area surveillance.

· Allaying fears of a slowdown following demonetisation, the country's industrial production grew 5.7 percent in November 2016, compared to a contraction of 3.4 percent in November of the previous year. Factory output measured in terms of the Index of Industrial Production, IIP, enhanced in November due to better performance of the manufacturing, electricity and capital goods sectors. According to data released by the Central Statistics Office, the manufacturing sector, which constitutes over 75 percent of the index, grew 5.5 percent in November last year.

· Retail inflation fell to a nearly 3-year low of 3.41% in December 2016 from 3.63% in November. Inflation eased mainly on account of falling prices of vegetables and pulses. According to official data, overall food inflation fell to 1.37 percent in December last year, from 2.11% in November. Retail inflation in the vegetables category slipped to minus 14.59 percent in December. Inflation in pulses and products fell to minus 1.57%. Retail inflation in cereals and products stood at 5.25 percent.
· 'Reading culture is a very important aspect of our cultural ethos', said Shri Prakash Javadekar, the Minister of Human Resources Development, while delivering a keynote address on 'Culture of Reading and Nation-Building: Challenges in the Digital Age' at World Book Fair at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. 'Children should read beyond textbooks', added Shri Prakash Javadekar. He said, to become a good human being, one should read books. Referring to Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi's initiative to promote the culture of reading in Gujarat, he said that the mission continues to move forward. Appreciating New Delhi World Book Fair, he said that world of books is a store house of knowledge and helps in developing a wider vision of the world. He desired that efforts may be made to promote it at a larger scale across schools, colleges and universities. To promote the culture of reading, Shri Prakash Javadekar said that we need to make reading interesting and reach out to more and more people through mobile vans and reader's clubs. He further said that there is an urgent necessity and scope for organizations under the Government like Publications Division, Ministry of I&B, Sahitya Akademi under Ministry of Culture and NBT to work together and ensure synergy in their activities.

· The Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER), has announced the formation of exclusive 'North-Eastern Tourism Development Council' (NETDC) on a public-private partnership (PPP) mode. He said that this is for the first time that the Government has decided to set up a separate tourism development agency, devoted to a particular region of the country. 
14 – 20 January 2017
· Election Commission has announced the schedule for polls in 5 states. Voting in Uttar Pradesh will be held in 7 phases while the counting will take place on March 11. Assembly Elections in Uttar Pradesh will be held in seven phases between 11 February and 8 March, while Punjab and Goa will go to the polls together on 4 February, Uttarakhand on 15 February and Manipur in two phases on 4 and 8 March. Chief Election Commission Nasim Zaidi said counting of votes in all five states will take place on 11 March. Zaidi added that the Model Code of Conduct becomes effective immediately. Announcing the poll schedule for five states, Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) Nasim Zaidi said the seven-phased Uttar Pradesh Assembly polls for 403 constituencies will be held on 11, 15, 19, 23, 27 February and 4 and 8 March. The main players in the five states include the Bharatiya Janata Party, Congress, Aam Aadmi Party, Shiromani Akali Dal, Samajwadi Party, Bahujan Samaj Party and Manipur People's Party. The CEC said, over 15 crore voters will exercise their democratic rights for a total of 690 constituencies in five states, for which the Commission has set up 1.85 lakh polling stations, which are 15 percent more than those set up in 2012 polls.

· Supreme Court has refused to give an urgent hearing to a plea seeking postponement of the Union Budget to March, after the Assembly polls in 5 states were completed. A Bench headed by the Chief Justice of India Jagdish Singh Khehar said, it will hear the matter in due course of time, but not now.

· The Budget is scheduled to be held on February 1. The Opposition parties had approached the election Commission and demanded that the Budget be postponed to a date beyond March 8, the last date on which voting for Assembly elections will be held.

· The Vice President of India, Shri M. Hamid Ansari has said that the National Cadet Corps is shaping the character and moral fibre of our young people, and ultimately the effectiveness and dynamism of the nation. Inaugurating the NCC Republic Day Camp 2017, in New Delhi, the vice President said that through programmes like the National Cadet Corps (NCC), the Government of India is investing in today's youth and India's future. If the youth of a country are educated and willing to go the extra mile to effect positive change, nothing can prevent the country from greatness, he added. The Vice President also said that NCC cadets are a model to the youth of the country and their conduct must be exemplary and just. He urged them to continue with this hard work and achieve their dreams and goals with dedication and distinction.

· Commerce and Industry Ministry has said that the Department of Revenue has promised to refund tax claims of exporters after the 2nd meeting of the Council for trade development and promotion in New Delhi. Commerce and Industry Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said she had raised the issues of exporters in the GST Council meeting. She also said that exporters will get interest on the refund if it is delayed beyond two weeks. Ms. Sitharaman said she has also suggested to the GST Council to exempt leather and plantations sector from the GST ambit. The Minister said exporters have been demanding ab-initio exemption from payment of taxes under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime arguing that delay in refunds often takes months and also results in blocking the working capital. 
· The Government imposed an anti-dumping duty ranging from US $6.30 to US $351.72 per tonne on imports of jute and its products from Bangladesh and Nepal. This anti-dumping duty has been imposed in order to protect the domestic industry. A revenue department notification said the duty has been imposed for five years. It further added the import restrictive levy has been imposed on jute yarn, twine, Hessian fabric and jute sacking bags in all forms and specifications.

· Veteran actor Om Puri who gave countless memorable performances in movies of diverse genres, died at his resident in Mumbai after a massive heart attack. He was 66. From Bollywood to Hollywood, from independent to art films, the noted actor, known for his versatility, gave several acclaimed performances. Puri featured in several Indian, Pakistani, British and Hollywood mainstream commercial films. He was awarded the Padma Shri, the country's fourth highest civilian award, in 1990. Prime Minister Narendra Modi condoled Puri's demise and recalled his long career in theatre and films. Bollywood celebrities, including Akshay Kumar, Karan Johar, Anupam Kher, Javed Akhtar and Mahesh Bhatt expressed grief over Puri's demise, calling it a huge loss to Indian cinema.

· India and Kazakhstan signed in the national capital a Protocol to amend the existing Double Taxation Avoidance Convention (DTAC) between the two countries which was earlier signed on 9th December 1996 for the avoidance of double taxation and for the prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income. The Protocol provides internationally accepted standards for effective exchange of information on tax matters. Further, the information received from Kazakhstan for tax purposes can be shared with other law enforcement agencies with authorization of the competent authority of Kazakhstan and vice versa. 

· A bill backing key changes in the H1-B programme that allows skilled workers from countries like India to fill high-tech jobs in the US has been re-introduced in the US Congress by two lawmakers who claim that it will help crack down on the work visa abuse. The 'Protect and Grow American Jobs Act' which makes important changes to the eligibility requirements for H1-B Visa exemptions was re-introduced by Republican Darrell Issa and Scott Peters – both from California. The bill among other things increases the minimum salary of H-1B visa to one lakh US dollar per annum and eliminate the Masters Degree exemption. The legislation, they argued, will help crack down on abuse and ensure that these jobs remain available for the best and brightest talent from around the world. The bill comes after a number of companies – Disney, SoCal Edison and others – have come under fire for abusing the H1 B Visa programme to replace American workers with foreign workers.
· Government has realized around Rs. 23,500 crore during the current financial year so far from disinvestment of its stake in Central Public Sector Enterprises, CPSEs. This includes Rs. 21,432 crore through minority stake sale in 14 CPSEs and around Rs. 2096 crore through strategic disinvestment. Finance Ministry said, the disinvestment target for the current financial year has been set at Rs. 56,500 crore. It comprises Rs. 36,000 crore from disinvestment of CPSEs and Rs. 20,500 crore from strategic disinvestment. The Ministry also said, the department has taken a number of measures to accelerate the disinvestment process. These include replacing annual plan with rolling plans, creating a pipeline of proposals for CPSEs to take advantage of better market condition and fast tracking of approval process.

· In United States, for the first time, the Marine Corps has put three enlisted female Marines in a ground combat unit once open only to men. 1st Lt. John McCombs, spokesman for the 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force at Camp Lejuene said, they will serve as a rifleman, machine gunner and mortar marine. McCombs said, the three women will serve in the 1st Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment. The identities of the women are not being released at this time to allow them to get acclimated to their unit. 

31 December 2016 – 6 January 2017
· In a bid to promote salary payments by employers via banking channels, the Union Cabinet has cleared an ordinance for amendment of the Payment of Wages Act, 1936, facilitating removal of the need of obtaining a written authorization from an employee for payment of wages by cheque or through a bank account. The relevant government centre or state, shall notify to specify the industrial or other establishments where the employer shall pay wages 'only' by cheque or by crediting the wages in the bank accounts, according to the proposed amendment which the government had introduced in Winter Session of Parliament last week but was unable to get it passed. The labour ministry, however, clarified in a statement that the proposed amendment does not close the option of cash for salary payments to workers.

· With an aim to support the Centre's drive of creating a cashless ecosystem, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has recommended that a 'reasonable' amount of free mobile internet should be provided to rural subscribers every month. This scheme, the costs of which are suggested to be met from the government's Universal Service Obligatory Fund (USOF), would be facilitated by third-party aggregators, which are agnostic telecom service providers, TRAI said.

· Lieutenant General Bipin Rawat will succeed General Dalbir Singh as the next Indian Army Chief. Dalbir Singh will retire at the end of this month. Previously, Rawat was General Officer Commanding in Chief, Southern Command. Before this assignment, Rawat was General Officer Commanding Maharashtra, Gujarat and Goa area located in Mumbai.

· In a reversal to Jammu and Kashmir High Court for asserting the state's sovereignty' and 'sovereign powers', the Supreme Court has said J&K 'has no vestige of sovereignty outside the Constitution of India.' A bench of Justices Kurian Joseph and Rohinton Nariman also rejected the J&K High Court's view that the J&K Constitution was equal to the Constitution of India. The bench, referring to the preamble of the Constitution of J&K, 1957, said, it is clear that the state of Jammu & Kashmir has no vestige of sovereignty outside the Constitution of India and its own Constitution, which is subordinate to the Constitution of India. The bench said, they (residents of state) are governed first by the Constitution of India and also by the Constitution of Jammu & Kashmir.
· A special National Investigation Agency (NIA) court has sentenced to death Indian Mujahideen (IM) co-founder Yasin Bhatkal along with Zia-ur-Rehman, Asadullah Akhtar, Tahaseen Akhtar and Aijaz Sheikh in the 2013 Hyderabad blasts case, which killed 18 people.

· Government has announced new passport rules in order to streamline, liberalize and ease the process of issue of passport. Minister of State for External Affairs, Gen. V.K. Singh, said birth certificate is no longer mandatory for getting passport. He said date of birth on documents such as PAN Card, Driving License, Aadhar, and Matriculation Certificate will also suffice. The online passport application form now requires the applicant to provide the name of only one parent and not both. This would enable single parent to apply for passport for their children. Besides, married applicants would not be required to provide any marriage certificate.

· India and Tajikistan have decided to step up defence cooperation and signed an agreement to share financial intelligence to counter money laundering and financing of terrorism. Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who held bilateral talks with visiting Tajik President Emomali Rahmon, said that India and Tajikistan live in an extended neighbourhood that continues to face multiple security challenges. He further said that the threat from terrorism endangers not just our two countries. It casts a long shadow of violence and instability over the entire region. 

· Injecting fresh momentum in ties, India and Kyrgyzstan have firmed up broad contours of a bilateral investment agreement and inked six other pacts covering a range of areas even as they resolved to work closely to combat the challenge of terrorism, extremism and radicalism. In their comprehensive talks, Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Kyrgyz President Almazbek Atambayev also decided to strengthen ties tin areas of defence, security, mining, IT, agriculture and energy.

· The Chinese Navy has seized an underwater drone in plain sight of the American sailors who had destroyed it in international waters, in a seemingly brazen message to the incoming Trump administration. According to a US defence official, the unmanned glider had come to the surface of the water in the South China Sea and was about to be retrieved by the USNS Bowditch, an oceanographic and surveillance ship, when a Chinese naval vessel took hold of it despite radioed protests.

· A young Turkish policeman, railing about Russia's role in Syria's bloody war, shot and killed Moscow's ambassador to Ankara during an art opening, an attack that all three countries termed an act of terror.

· India has become the first nation to win the hockey junior World Cup at home. At the Major Dhyan Chand Stadium on Sunday night, Indian boys beat Belgium 2-1 to win their second world title after 15 years.

· Indian Women's Under-18 team have clinched the bronze medal in the 4th Women's Under-18 Asia Cup hockey tournament in the bronze-medal play off match in Bangkok. They blanked Korea 3-0. Sangita Kumari scored twice after Ritu had put India ahead in the 45th minute.
· For their creditable bronze-winning performance, Hockey India announced cash rewards of 1 lakh rupees for each player and 50,000 rupees for each of the support staff.

· India beat England by innings and 75 runs to seal 4-0 series win. India's victory over England in the five-match test series is historic and will long be remembered. This is India's biggest series win over England ever, overshadowing the 3-0 white-wash under Mohammad Azaruddin's captaincy in 1993.

· Mumbai based writer Jerry Pinto, Tamil author Vannadhasan, Hindi Writer Nasira Sharma are among 24 others declared the winners of the Sahitya Akademi awards this year. Sharma's Hindi novel Paarijat, Pinto's Em and the Big Hoom and Vannadhasan's Oru Siru Isai won them the literary honour. Among the winners are eight books of poetry, seven books of short stories, five novels, two on criticism, one of essays and one play. The books were chosen on the basis of recommendations made by a jury of three in the languages concerned and approved by its executive board, the Akademi said in a statement. 
29 October – 4 November 2016

· India has termed Pakistan's ban on Indian TV and radio programmes as unfortunate. Ministry of External Affairs spokespersons Vikas Swarup said, it reflected the neighbouring country's lack of self-confidence. Pakistan's media regulatory authority had announced enforcing a complete ban on Indian TV and radio contents and warned that the licences of those found guilty of violating the ban will be suspended. The ban extends to all Indian content on cable and radio being aired in Pakistan. Mr. Swarup said, there is no blanket ban on Pakistani artistes' performing in India. Asked whether the government is planning to have a SAARC minus Pakistan, Mr. Swarup said, India remained committed to the regional bloc and its principles.

· The Indian Navy commissioned the highly maneuverable fast attack craft INS Tihayu at the Eastern Naval Command on 19 October 2016. The ship was commissioned by Vice admiral H.C.S. Bisht AVSM, ADC Flag Officer, Commanding in Chief, Eastern Naval Command at a formal ceremony held at Naval Dockyard, Vishakhapatnam. INS Tihayu would be based in Vishakhapatnam under the Naval Officer-in-Charge (Andhra Pradesh) and would be deployed for coastal patrol and surveillance operations along the Eastern Coast.

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has expressed deep anguish over the loss of lives in the hospital fire in Odisha. Prime Minister also assured all possible support from the Centre to the injured and affected. An ex-gratia relief of Rs. 2 lakh each to the next of kin of the persons deceased and Rs. 5,000/- each to the persons, seriously injured in the fire accident that occurred in the Bhubaneswar SUM hospital, Odisha on 17 October 2016 was sanctioned from the Prime Minister's National Relief Fund. 

· Centre will establish at least one Krishi Vigyan Kendra in each of the districts in the country to provide technical assistance to farmers. Agriculture Minister Radha Mohan Singh announced this while interacting via video conference with all the Krishi Vigyan Kendra experts, district level officers associated with agriculture development and progressive farmers of 12 States. He called upon the farmers to use the residual husk after paddy farming to make organic fertilizer, in papermaking and cardboard industry and as animal feed. The Minister said, this would prevent the adverse effect of husk burning on the environment.

· In a major initiative, railway stations and adjoining areas will be redeveloped on Smart City lines for enhancing passenger amenities, easy access to stations, enabling optimal utilization of land at railway stations, as a part of Smart City development. A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed in this regard by the Ministries of Urban Development and Railways in the presence of Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu and Shri Suresh Prabhu. Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu said on the occasion that this convergence based city development will result in qualitative improvement in city life. He also suggested involvement of local people in redevelopment plans.

· The Central Government has taken up a number of youth centric initiatives especially for North Eastern states like providing venture funds for 'Start Ups' in the region, sports university in Manipur and Brahmaputra study center in Guwahati University,. These initiatives will help to tap up potential in the region and will help in bringing misguided youth into the mainstream. This was stated by Dr. Jitendra Singh, Minister of Development of North Eastern Region, PMO, Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Development of Atomic Energy and Department of Space while addressing Regional Editors Conference in Chandigarh.

· In Libya, pro-government forces have freed five foreign nationals held by Islamic State in Sirte after heavy fighting to capture the final district of the city. Two of the freed foreigners were from Turkey, two from India and one from Bangladesh, said Rida Issa, a spokesman for the Bonyan Marsous forces which have been battling for six months against militants in Sirte.

· Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) has recommended imposition of 3,050 crore rupees penalty on Bharti Airtel, Vodafone and Idea cellular for allegedly denying interconnectivity to newcomer Reliance Jio. TRAI, in its recommendation to the Department of Telecom, said it has found the three companies to be non-compliant with licence conditions regarding giving interconnection to Reliance Jio customers. It also noted that denial interconnection by these operators to RJio appears to be with the ulterior motive to stifle competition and is anti-consumer. The recommendation came on complaint by Reliance Jio that over 75 percent of calls on its network are falling as incumbents were not giving sufficient points of interconnect that would help complete calls.

· Days after India's largest banking security breach came to light, the Cyber Crime Cell of Maharashtra Police has written to several banks seeking information on fraudulent withdrawals. The Cyber Crime Cell has informed that even though incidents of data security breach started surfacing some two months back, yet none of the banks have filed a police complaint. Even after the reports of fraudulent withdrawals from 19 banks so far amounting to 1.3 crore, not a single bank has come forward to register a police complaint. A few customers have claimed that their cards were fraudulently used in China and the US while they were in India. But these claims are not taken seriously by the banks. In the light of the ongoing incidences, it has become necessary for the banks to alert their  customers and also to take help from the cyber experts to avoid the fraudulent withdrawals.

· A tiny lander dispatched to Mars on a trial run has crashed and possibly exploded on the Red Planet. European Space Agency (ESA) mission control said, this while confirming Europe's second failed attempt to reach the alien surface. It said, a NASA photograph of the intended landing site revealed the 600-kilogramme craft, offline for two days, had 'reached the Martian surface a lot faster than intended. The image contained a white spot, thought to be the doomed lander's parachute spread out on the alien surface, some 170 million kilometres from Earth. The ESA said, the lander's speed-breaking retro-rocket boosters appeared to have switched off prematurely. Engineers and scientists are combing through the data Schiaparelli sent home before its untimely demise, to piece together exactly what happened. Schiaparelli was on a test-run for a future rover meant to seek out evidence of life, past or present, on the Red Planet.
· Culture and Tourism Minister Mahesh Sharma chaired the first meeting of the Reconstituted central Advisory Board on Culture (CABC) held in New Delhi. Speaking on the occasion, he stressed the need to evolve a participative process of decision making in the field of Culture. Mr., Sharma also invited suggestions from the eminent members on it. An official release said, the members of the CABC were requested to highlight priority areas in the fields of art, music, dance and literature. Some of the members were of the view that the local cultures and artists at the village and district level need to be galvanized so as to bring about a true cultural revival. 
22-28 October 2016

· The Union Cabinet has approved the establishment and operationalisation of Indian Institute of Management (IIM) at Jammu in a transit/temporary campus at Old Government College of Engineering & Technology from the Academic Year 2016-17. The project will involve a cost of Rs. 61.90 crore in temporary campus for the initial four years from 2016 to 2020. The student strength intake for this year in the Post Graduate Diploma Programme (PGDP) in Management is 54 which will progressively go up to cumulative student strength of 120 in the 4th year.

· Centre has given its approval for signing of  Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on General Cooperation with New Development Bank (NDB) through the BRICS Interbank Cooperation Mechanism by Government at the level of Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs/Export Import Bank of India. The proposal will enhance trade and economic relations among the BRICS countries. There is no financial implication involved with signing of the MoU. The participating institutions from the BRICS nations will be benefitted by this MoU.
· The Union Cabinet has been apprised of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed on April 7, 1999 and the First Executive Programme for MoU signed with Qatar on bilateral cooperation in the field of Youth and Sports signed on 5.6.2016. The MoU will help in expanding knowledge and expertise in the areas of sports science, sports medicine and coaching techniques, which would result in improvement in performance of our sportspersons in international tournaments and strengthening of bilateral relations between India and Qatar. It would be equally applicable to all sportspersons irrespective of their caste, creed, region, religion and gender.

· Approval for signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Hungary on cooperation in the field of water management has also been given by the Union Cabinet. The MoU will be signed between Ministry of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of India and the Ministry of Interior, Government of Hungary. It will enhance bilateral cooperation in the field of water management, on the basis of equality and mutual benefits. This will encourage the development of bilateral relations between public and private organizations concerning water resources of both the countries. The Cabinet has also given its approval for signing the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Russian Federation on Expansion of Bilateral Trade and Economic Cooperation. The MoU would expand more Bilateral Trade and Economic Cooperation between India and Russian Federation.

· The Union Government has decided to invest Rs. 15,000 crore to increase the capacity of Panipat refinery in Haryana to 25 Million Tonnes from existing 15 Million Tonnes. It was announced by Union Minister of State (MoS) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Dharmendra Pradhan at a function in Panipat. The expansion of Panipat refinery will help raise specifications of fuel quality from BS-IV to BS-VI to meet future demand.

· The Supreme Court in its landmark judgment has widened the scope of the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 by making it gender-neutral. The SC ordered deletion of the worlds 'adult male' before the word 'person' in Section 2 (g) of the Act making it gender-neutral. The remaining part of the legislation would remain operative and was kept untouched. The Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 2005 protects women from physical, sexual, verbal, emotional and economic abuse at home.

· The Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) appointed committee has submitted its recommendations. It was headed by power system expert Mata Prasad. The committee has suggested an overhaul in transmission planning to facilities transfer of power on economic principles. Transmission planning – it must be aligned to meet customer aspirations as opposed to existing system where transmission is associated with long-term power purchase agreements (PPAs).

· Telangana Government in its biggest administrative reform has created 21 new districts. With this reorganization, the total number of districts in the State went up to 31 from 10. The 21 new districts are – Siddipet, Jayashankar, Jangaon, Jagtial, Yadadri, Warangal (Rural), Peddapally, Sangareddy, Kamareddy, Macheriyal, Kothagudem, Vikarabad, Rajanna, Asifabad, Suryapet, Wanaparthy, Nirmal, Mahabubabad, Nagarkurnool, Jogulamba and Malkajgiri.
· For the first time, Indian researcher has successfully produced a stable, high-efficiency, all-inorganic perovskite solar cells. It was produced by Abhishek Swarnkar, a research scholar from the Department of Chemistry at Pune's Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER).

· Portugal's former Prime Minister Antonio Guterres was today appointed as the next Secretary General of the United Nations by the General Assembly. The 193 member states of the powerful General Assembly adopted the resolution by acclamation, appointing 6-year-old Guterres as the 9th UN Secretary General to take over from Ban Ki-moon, whose tenure will end on December 31.

· Two economists Oliver Hart and Bengt Holmstrom have won the 2016 Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences. Both of them will share 8 million kronor, or about $930,000. Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has selected them for their contributions to contract theory which tells how contracts help people deal with conflicting interests.

· Mr. Bob Dylan, the poet laureate of the rock era, has been rewarded with the Nobel Prize in Literature, an honor that elevates him into the company of T.S. Elliot, Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Toni Morrison and Samuel Beckett. Mr. Dylan, 75, is the first musician to win the award, and his selection on Thursday is perhaps the most radical choice in a history stretching back to 1901. In choosing a popular musician for the literary world's highest honour, the Swedish Academy, which awards the prize, dramatically redefined the boundaries of literature, setting off a debate about whether song lyrics have the same artistic value as poetry or novels. 
· Abdelilah Benkirane was re-appointed as the Prime Minister of Morocco for second term. Benkirane has been serving as Prime Minister since November 2011. It was officially announced by Mohammed VI, the king of Morocco after Benkirane's Islamic Justice and Development Party (PJD) emerged victorious in recent general election. Now PM Bekirane will now reach out to other parties to form a coalition government, as he does not have absolute majority in lower house. 

· Ace Indian shooter Jitu Rai has won the 2016 Champion of Champions pistol Award of the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) for pistol shooting. He won the award consisting cash prize of 5000 in the World Cup Final held in Bologna, Italy. In the 10 m air Pistol Champions Trophy final, Jitu Rai defeated Damir Mikec of Serbia by 29.6 to 28.3 points. Olympic champion Anna Korakaki finished third in this event. 

· A high altitude glaciological research station in Himalaya called Himansh (meaning a slice of ice) began functioning above 13,500 feet (4000 m) in a remote region in Spiti, Himachal Pradesh. Researchers will use this station as a base for undertaking surveys that would digitize the glacier motion and snow cover variations with exceptional precision.

· The NASA (National Aeronautics and Space Administration) has developed a new high-tech electro active bandage that uses electricity to significantly promote healing of injured wounds. The high-tech bandage creates an electric charge to promote the healing process of wounds in space especially in conditions of non-Earth gravity. In conditions of non-Earth gravity, human blood displays quite different behaviour from that on Earth. In case of injury in space, wounds heal more slowly. 

15-21 October 2016

· India has ratified the Paris Agreement on climate change on the 147th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi. India's Permanent Representative to UN, Syed Akbaruddin handed over the Instrument of Ratification signed by President Pranab Mukherjee to the United Nations in New York. With this, India became 62nd country to ratify the agreement. These 62 countries including India are responsible for almost 52 percent of Green House Gases (GHG) emissions.

· India and Singapore have signed three agreements (MoUs) in the fields of skill development and IPR to boost bilateral relations between them. These agreements were signed in New Delhi during Singapore Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong's official state visit to India. MoU in the field of Industrial Property Cooperation: It was signed between Department of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP) and Intellectual Property Office (IPO). Singapore MoU on collaboration in the field of Technical and Vocational Education and Training: It was National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) and ITEES Singapore.
· The Union Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has launched the Indian Bridge Management System (IBMS). It was launched by Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi as a major step towards ensuring safety of bridges in the country. IBMS is being developed to create an inventory of all bridges in country and rate structural condition of the bridges.

· The Union Government has made Aadhaar card mandatory for availing cooking gas (LPG) subsidies after November 2016. In this regard, the Union Petroleum Ministry has asked Oil marketing companies (OMCs) facilitate enrolments of Aadhaar of the consumers to avail the subsidy. Currently, the government gives 12 LPG cylinders at subsidized rates per household in a year.

· The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its fourth bi-monthly monetary policy review for year 2016-17 has cut the repo rate by 25 basis points to 6.25 percent. This monetary policy decision was taken by the newly constituted Monetary Policy committee (MPC). This was also Urjit Patel's maiden monetary policy announcements as RBI Governor. All the six members of MPC unanimously decided to cut key policy rate with the aim of achieving a midterm inflation target of 4 percent within a band of plus or minus 2 percent. 
· British trio of physicists David Thouless, F. Duncan M. Haldane and Michael Kosterlitz have won the 2016 Nobel Prize in Physics. They will share the 8 million Swedish kronor prize. The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has selected them for their individual researches on theoretical discoveries of topological phase transitions and topological phases of matter.

· Trio of Jean-Pierre Sauvage, J. Fraser Stoddart and Bernard L. Feringa have won the prestigious 2016 Nobel Prize in Chemistry. Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has chosen them for this award for their individual efforts in developing molecular machines. These three laureates will share the 8 million Swedish kronor prize equally. 

· India's latest communication satellite GSAT-18 was successfully launched from the spaceport of Kourou in French Guiana. The satellite was launched on board of heavy-duty Ariane-5 VA-231 rocket of Arianespace. It was successfully injected into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (GTO). GSAT-18 was the 20th satellite from ISRO to be launched by the European Space Agency and overall 280th mission of the Arianspace rocket launcher family. 
· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given approval for ONGC Videsh Limited (OLV) proposal to buy 11 percent stake in JSC Vankorneft. OVL will buy this stake in JSC Vankorneft from Rosneft Oil Company (Rosneft), National Oil Company of Russia which operates Vankor oil fields. OVL will pay US 930 million dollars for acquiring 11% stake in Vankorneft. This acquisition is also in line with ONGC's stated objective of adding high quality international assets to India's Exploration and Production (E&P) portfolio for augmenting India's energy security.
· History writer Nayanjot Lahiri has won the prestigious 2016 John F. Richards Prize for her book Ashoka in Ancient India. The prestigious prize will be bestowed upon her at the American Historical Association (AHA's) 131st Annual Meeting to be held in Denver, Colorado in January 2017. Her book Ashoka in Ancient India has been critically acclaimed for its riveting account of an emperor Ashoka.

· The Union Cabinet has given its approval for the signing Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and European Union in the field of water resources. The MoU envisages strengthening technological, scientific and management capabilities of India and EU in field of water management on basis of reciprocity, equality and mutual benefit.

· The Center gives its approval to sign Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and African Asian Rural Development Organization (AARDO) for capacity building programmes in the field of water resources. The MoU is being signed under which capacity building programmes for AARDO member countries for the triennium 2015-2017.

· Former ISRO Chairman and space scientist Prof. Udupi Ramachandra Rao became the first Indian to be inducted in the Hall of Fame of International Astronautical Federation (IAF). He was inducted during the closing ceremony of the 67th IAF Congress 2016 held at Guadalajara, Mexico for his outstanding contribution to the progress of astronautics.

· The Union Finance Ministry also constituted four-member Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) with Financial markets expert M.S. Sahoo as its Chairman. M.S. Sahoo was administered the oath of the office by Union Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister Arun Jaitley in New Delhi. He will have tenure of five years, i.e. till 2021. Prior to this appointment, he was serving as a member of anti-trust regulator Competition Commission of India (CCI). Earlier he also had served as member at capital markets regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). He also had served as Chairman of the government-appointed committees on depository receipts, domestic and overseas capital markets, and external commercial borrowing (ECBs).

· India's largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) has announced the opening up its foreign branch in Yangon, the capital city of Myanmar. With this, SBI became the first domestic bank of India to open a branch in Myanmar. The Yangon branch is the 54th foreign branch of the SBI. This branch further extends the global presence of India's largest lender in 37 countries through 198 offices.

· Yoshinori Ohsumi (71) of Japan has won the 2016 Nobel Prize for physiology or Medicine for his pioneering work on autophagy. With this, he becomes the 23rd Japanese national to win a Nobel Prize and overall the sixth Japanese medicine Nobel laureate. Mr. Ohsumi had received a Ph. D from the University of Tokyo in 1974. Currently, he is a professor at the Tokyo Institute of Technology (TIT).

1-7 October 2016
· The Union Cabinet has approved the proposals of Ministry of Finance to merge Railway budget with the General budget. This will be effective from the Budget 2017-18. It will end 92-year-old tradition as the presentation of separate Railway budget started in year 1924. Since then, it has continued after independence as a convention rather than under Constitutional provisions. The merger has been approved with the following administrative and financial arrangements of Railways. It will continue as a departmentally run commercial undertaking to maintain its distinct entity as at present. Railway will retain its functional autonomy and delegation of financial powers etc. as per the existing guidelines. Its existing financial arrangements will continue wherein it will meet the revenue expenditure from revenue receipts. The Capital at charge estimated at Rs. 2.27 lakh crore on which Railways pays annual dividend will be wiped off. Consequently, Railways will not have dividend liability from 2017-18 and the Union Ministry of Railways will get Gross Budgetary support. It will save Railways from the liability of payment of approximately Rs. 9,700 crore as an annual dividend to the Central Government. The Union Cabinet has also given nod for advancement of the date of Budget presentation from the last day of February to a suitable date. It has approved merger of Plan and Non Plan classification in Budget and Accounts. 

· The Union Ministry of Urban Development has shortlisted 27 cities from 12 States in the list of third batch of Smart Cities Mission. These cities were shortlisted based on scores obtained in the latest round of the Smart City Challenge competition in which total 63 cities had participated. This competition list was topped by Amritsar in Punjab. With five cities, Maharashtra has the highest number of cities in the list. The list also includes four cities each from Tamil Nadu and Karnataka, three cities from Uttar Pradesh and two each from Rajasthan and Punjab. Nagaland and Sikkim with one city each for the first time have made it to the list.

· The center has given its approval to raise Rs. 31,300 crore in FY 2016-17 to augment infrastructure spending. Besides, it has also given approval to service principal and interest against the Extra Budgetary Resources (EBR) of Rs. 16,300 crore by Union Government for infrastructure spending. The EBR is proposed to finance funds to be raised by Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA), Power Finance Corporation (PFC), Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI), and National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD).

· The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing and ratification of Agreement between India and Samoa for the exchange of information with respect to Taxes. It will help to stimulate the flow of exchange of information between India and Samoa for tax purposes which will help curb tax avoidance and tax evasion. It will enable competent authorities of both countries to provide assistance through exchange of information with respect to Taxes.

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved capital grant of Rs. 5,176 crore for development of Gas Infrastructure in Eastern part of the country. The grant in the form of viability gap funding (partial capital grant) at 40 percent will be used for the 2539 km long Jagdishpur-Haldia and Bokaro-Dhamra Gas Pipeline (JHB-DPL) project. JHBDPL project will connect Eastern part of the country, i.e. States of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal with National Gas Grid. It will ensure the availability of clean and eco-friendly fuel, i.e. Natural Gas to the industrial, commercial, domestic and transport sectors.

· The Appointments Committee of Cabinet (ACC) has appointed three economists – Pami Dua, Chetan Ghate and Ravindra Dholakia as the external appointees on the Monetary Policy Committee (MPC). These economists will have a fixed four-year term and it is non-renewable. Pami Dua is the Director of the Delhi School of Economics (DSE). She is an expert on econometrics and forecasting, has a Ph. D. from the London School of Economics. Chetan Ghate is a macroeconomist and a professor at the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI). Ravindra Dholakia is a faculty member of Economics at the Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Ahmedabad.
· India and Israel jointly have developed most advanced long-range surface-to-air missile (LR-SAM) Barak-8. It was successfully test fired from a mobile launcher at the Integrated Test Range in Chandipur in Balasore district in Odisha. Barak-8 (Lightning 8 in Hebrew) is a long-range nuclear capable ballistic missile, developed jointly by Israel and India.

· The National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) has given its approval to Rs. 10000 crore Ken-Betwa river interlinking project. It is India's first inter-State river interlinking project. Decision in this regard was taken at the NBWL meeting chaired by Minister of State (MoS) for Environment and forests Anil Madhav Dave. The Ken-Betwa river interlinking project is divided into two phases and these clearances are only valid for the first phase.

· India, United States and Afghanistan have reaffirmed their shared interests in combating terrorism and advancing peace and security in the region. In this regard, a trilateral statement was issued after meeting of their delegates in New York on the sidelines of the 71st session of UN General Assembly. Three countries reaffirm their shared interests in advancing peace and security in the region, as well as countering terrorism.

· Government has appointed Navtej Sarna (59) as Ambassador to the United States. He will take over from Arun Kumar Singh, who has retired from the service. He is an Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer of the 1980 batch. Prior to this appointment, he was serving as India's High Commissioner to the United Kingdom.

· Two Indian forest officials have been selected for the 2016 Clark R. Bavin Wildlife Law Enforcement Awards. They are Assistant Conservator Ritesh Sarothiya of Madhya Pradesh State Forest Service and Range Officer Sanjay Dutta of Belakoba forest Range Jalpaiguri in West Bengal. Both of them have been honoured with this award for their exemplary law enforcement actions to protect wildlife.

· Syrian aid group White Helmets has won the prestigious Right Livelihood Award which is also known as 'alternative Nobel' prize. The White Helmets also known as the Syria Civil Defence is a Syrian civil organization of emergency responders in rebel-held areas. It has been honoured for their outstanding bravery, compassion and humanitarian engagement in rescuing civilians from the destruction of the Syrian civil war. The White Helmets will share the prize with Russian activist Svetlana Gannushkina, Egypt's feminist leader Mozn Hassan and leading independent Turkish newspaper Cumhuriyet.

· Researchers from Pune (Maharashtra) have produced high-quality carbon from sugarcane waste within minutes by using a lower power microwave system. They had used a simple, cost-effective and quick process to convert sugarcane bagasse into anode-grade porous, conducting, activated carbon material for use in Lithium-ion batteries. 
24-30 September 2016

· Mariyappan and Varun Singh won the medals in the men's high jump event at Rio 2016 Paralympics. Devendra Jhajharia, clinched the gold medal in the javelin throw F46 event of the Rio 2016 Paralympics. Jhajharia broke the previous world record set by himself in the event. This is the second Paralympic gold that Jhajharia has won. Previously, he had won gold at the 2005 Athens Paralympics with a throw of 62.15 metres with which he set a world record. Deepa Malik won a silver medal in the Shot Put event in the Paralympics. Before Deepa, India's first medals came in the form of gold and a bronze won in the T-42 high Jump event. Thangavelu Mariyappan won the gold medal with a jump of 1.89 meters while Vrun Bhati came third on the podium with a best mark of 1.86 metres.

· The Union Cabinet has approved setting up of GST Council and setting up its Secretariat. The important steps are (a) Creation of the GST council as per Article 279A of the amended Constitution; (b) Creation of the GST Council Secretariat, with its office at New Delhi; (c) Appointment of the Secretary (Revenue) as the Ex-officio Secretary to the GST Council; (d) Inclusion of the Chairperson, Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC), as a permanent invitee (non-voting) to all proceedings of the GST Council; and (e) Create one post of Additional Secretary to the GST Council in the GST Council Secretariat (at the level of Additional Secretary to the Government of India) , and four posts of Commissioner in the GST Council Secretariat (at the level of Joint Secretary to the Government of India). 

· The Union Cabinet has approved establishment of Higher Education Financing Agency (HEFA) to give a major push for creation of high quality infrastructure in premier educational institutions. The HEFA will be jointly promoted by the Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (MHRD) and identified Promoter. It will have an authorized capital of 2,000 crore rupees and the government equity would be 1,000 crore rupees and will be formed as a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) within a PSU Bank or the Government-owned-NBFC (Promoter). It would leverage the equity to raise up to Rs. 20,000 crore for funding infrastructure and development projects of world class Labs in IIMs/IITs/NITs and such other institutions.

· India has complained to the world Trade Organization (WTO) about support given to the renewable energy industry in the United States. The complaint alleges these eight states in US have prop up their renewable sector with illegal subsidies and domestic content requirements, an obligation to buy local goods rather than imports. These eight US states are Washington, Montana, California, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan and Minnesota. By filing the complaint, India has triggered a 60-day window for US to settle the dispute, after which India could ask the WTO to adjudicate.

· The Union Government has launched a toll free number '1924' to register postal complaints. The service has been launched by Department of Posts (DoP). It was launched after Government had introduced Twitter Sewa for redressal of telecom and postal grievances. Initially, the service will be operational for 12 hours on working days between 0800 hrs to 2000 hrs. The service will address complaints within 24 hours unless they are related to policy matters,

· The Sports Authority of India (SAI) and All India Football Federation (AIFF) have jointly launched an online portal for its Global Scouting Programme (GSP). Under the Global Scouting Programme, boys of Indians living abroad will be able to play in India's team in FIFA under-17 world cup scheduled in 2017 in different cities of the country. The online portal of GSP will allow applicant have to upload a two minute playing video on the site. It will provide Indian players who hold valid Indian passport a chance to present his playing talent to the scouts of India's U-17 team.

· The Union Government has issued model guidelines for states to regulate direct selling and multi-level marketing businesses to protect consumers from Ponzi frauds. These model guidelines titled the Direct Selling Guidelines 2016 framework was released by Union Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Ram Vilas Paswan in New Delhi.

· The Union Cabinet has approved the signing and ratification of the Extradition Treaty between India and Afghanistan. The treaty would provide a legal framework for seeking extradition of terrorists, economic offenders and other criminals from and to the Afghanistan. 

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has approved the proposal for initiation of the Third Phase of Technical Education Quality Improvement Programme (TEQIP). The project will be implemented as a Central Sector Scheme with total project outlay of Rs. 3600 crore. The Focus States in third Phase of TEQIP are three Hill States: Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir and Uttarakhand; six Low Income States: Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttar Pradesh; eight North-Eastern States – It includes seven sisters plus Sikkim. Besides, Union Territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands is also focused UT under the 3rd Phase of the Programme. 
· The Union Cabinet has given its approval for signing of the Technical Arrangement between India and Switzerland on the identification and return of Swiss and Indian Nationals and its implementation. Conclusion of the Bilateral Technical Arrangement (BTA) has been linked to the Visa free Agreement for holders of diplomatic passports as a package deal.

· The Union Cabinet under the Chairmanship of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has given its ex-post facto approval for the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between India and Kenya on cooperation in the field of National Housing Policy Development and Management (NHPDM). Under the MoU, both the sides will collaborate on all matters relating to housing and human settlements through various strategies including training of personnel, exchange visits, expos/exhibitions, conferences and workshops.

· The Union Cabinet has been apprised of the MoU signed on July 7, 2016 between India and Mozambique on cooperation in the field of Youth Affairs and Sports during the visit of Prime Minister of India to Mozambique. This MoU will help in promotion of sports in the two countries and will promote exchange of ideas, values and culture amongst Youth and in developing friendly relations.

· The Union Cabinet has been apprised of the MoU signed on July 8, 2016 between India and South Africa for promoting bilateral cooperation in the field of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT). The MoU will help to establish inter-institutional cooperation and relations between the two parties in order to promote cooperation in the field of ICT. 

· Gautam Ganbhir-led India Blue has won the inaugural day/night 2016-17 Duleep Trophy Cricket tournaments played with a pink ball. The 2016-17 was 55th season of Duleep Trophy. In the final match held in Greater Noida, India Blue defeated India Red, captained by Yuvraj Singh, by a massive 355 runs. Ravinder Jadeja, who bagged 5 wickets in the second innings, finished the game with a 10-wicket haul. Cheteshwar Pujara was named player of the match. The Duleep Trophy is a domestic first-class cricket tournament played between teams representing geographical zones of India. The Tournament was instituted in 1961-62 by BCCI.

· India and Nepal has agreed to push for speedy and successful implementation of ongoing hydropower projects and development and operationalization of transmission lines. In a press statement after holding delegation level talks with the visiting Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda in New Delhi, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, he and Mr. Prachanda have emerged to focus on close monitoring and time bound completion of all development projects. 

10-16 September 2016

· President Pranab Mukherjee gave away the national sports awards at Rashtrapati Bhavan on the occasion of National Sports Day. Rio Olympics Silver Medalist P.V. Sindhu, Bronze medalist Sakshi Malik, Gymnast Dipa Karmakar and Shooter Jitu Rai were conferred with the Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Awards. The award is given for the most outstanding performance by a sports person over a period of four years. Six coaches have been honoured with Dronacharya Awards. They include Nagapuri Ramesh for Athletics, Sagar Mal Dhayal for Boxing and Raj Kumar Sharma for Cricket. Dipa Karmakar's coach Bishweshwar Nandi also received the award. The Dronacharya Award for Lifetime contribution has been conferred on S. Paradeep Kumar for Swimming and Mahabir Singh for Wrestling. Apart from this, 15 sports persons were given Arjuna Awards. They include Olympian runner Lalita Babar, cricketer Ajinkya Rahane, boxer Shiva Thapa and wrestler Vinesh Phogat. Athlete Satti Geetha, hockey player Sylvanus Dung Dung and Rower Rajendra Pralhad Shelke were given the Dhyanchand Award. National sports day is celebrated to honour legendary hockey player, Major Dhyan Chand Singh who was born on 29th August, 1905. On the eve of National Sports Day, Prime Minister Narendra Modi met P.V. Sindhu, Sakshi Malik, Dipa Karmakar and Jitu Rai at his residence in New Delhi. He also met the Khel Ratna awardees, Dhyan Chand awardees, Dronacharya awardees and Tenzing Norgay Awardees. 
· Speaking on sports performances at the Olympics in his popular 'Mann Ki Baat' program on All India Radio, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said, the Government will make an in depth in-house analysis and study the practices being followed around the world. The nation has to prepare a far-reaching plan keeping in view the Olympics in 2020, 024, 2028, he said. The Prime Minister urged State Governments to find out as to what can be done in sports and also the Sports associations to do objective and impartial brainstorming on improving India's global sports performances, especially the Olympics. Prime Minister has also requested all citizens who have interest in this matter to mail their suggestions on NarendraModiApp. The Prime Minister said, he is confident that India, a nation of 125 crore people comprising 65 percent youth population can reach an exalted status in the world of sports as well and to move ahead with this resolve.

· Minister of State for Information and Broadcasting Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore has said that the ministry has launched single window clearance to facilitate the filmmakers in the country. He was addressing a seminar on 'Cinematic Tourism – the Way Forward' held at the Mahatma Mandir in Gandhinagar. The Seminar was organized by Tourism Department of Gujarat government. 

· India and Myanmar have signed four Memoranda of Understanding in areas including renewable energy, tradition systems of medicine and construction and upgradation of 69 bridges. The pacts were inked after delegation level talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and visiting President of Myanmar U Htin Kyaw in New Delhi. In a press statement, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, Myanmar is an important neighbour for India as it is a bridge that connects India with South East Asia. He said Buddhist principles of loving kindness and equality of all religions define the ways of life of the two countries. Mr. Modi said Myanmar has entered a new era defined by maturity of leadership and commitment of people to democracy. He said both the countries have agreed on the need to remain sensitive to each other's concerns for safety and security of the people. India and Myanmar share more than 1,600-kilometer long border and one of India's concerns has been the presence of insurgent groups along the border.

· Indian Navy has set up a high-level committee to find out the extent of Scorpene submarine data leak and the damage to the Navy. Talking to reporters in New Delhi, Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba said, leak of information related to Scorpene submarine is a matter of serious concern and they have asked French Defence firm DCNS to launch an urgent investigation. The committee will be headed by Deputy Chief of Naval Staff Admiral Ashok Kumar. Mr. Lanba said, based on the report of the committee, Navy will see what mitigation measures need to be taken. 

· The US has said that bilateral trade with India has reached USD 109 billion and it will get a further boost from new reforms including GST. US Commerce Secretary Ms. Penny Pritzker, said in an interview that travel and tourism and sub-national engagement have been identified as two new areas of focus to drive commercial cooperation between the two countries in 2017. She said that the two countries enjoy a thriving trade and investment relationship. US-India bilateral trade reached USD 109 billion in 2015, up from USD 37 billion in 2005. Ms. Pritzker said, Indian companies are also investing in each other's economies at record levels. In 2015, US investment in India reached more than USD 28 billion and Indian investment in the United States reached more than USD 11 billion. In fact, US affiliates of Indian-owned firms now employ more than 52,000 workers in the US. She expressed confidence that India's rapidly growing economy and Prime Minister Narendra Modi government's ambitious reform agenda, including Goods and Services Tax, passage of the recent national bankruptcy law, and liberalized foreign direct investment limits in key sectors, will further a deeper economic relationship in the years ahead. She described increasing number of travelers who move between the US and India as a significant commercial opportunity. More than 1 million people travel between the two countries each year. 

· The country's economy grew at 7.1 percent in the April to June quarter of current fiscal. This is the slowest growth in the last six quarters and was mainly due to subdued performance of the mining, construction and farm sectors. GDP had expanded 7.5 percent growth in the year-ago quarter, and 7.9 percent in the January to March 2016 quarter. According to data released by the Central Statistics Office, growth in the farm sector was 1.8 percent, and in construction, it was 1.5 percent during the quarter under review. But manufacturing sector growth accelerated to 9.1 percent.

· NASA has ended its yearlong Mars simulation on Hawaii. A team of six people have completed a Mars simulation in Hawaii, where they lived in near isolation for a year. Since 29 August 2015, the group lived in close quarters in a dome, without fresh air, fresh food or privacy. The NASA funded study run by the University of Hawaii is the longest of its kind since a Russian mission that lasted 520 days. Principal Investigator for the Hawaii Space Exploration Analog, and Simulation, Kim Binsted, said the researchers are looking forward to getting in the ocean and eating fresh produce and other foods that were not available in the dome. The team consisted of a French astro-biologist, a German physicist and four Americans – a pilot, an architect, a journalist and a soil scientist.

· Action movie star, writer, director and martial artist Jackie Chan is to be given an honorary Oscar for his extraordinary achievements in the movies. The US film academy also voted to give the awards to editor Anne Coates, casting director Lynn Stalmaster and documentary maker Frederick Wiseman. Academy President Cheryl Boone Isaacs described the four as true pioneers and legends in their crafts. Chan, 62, starred in dozens of martial arts films in his native Hong Kong. He went on to huge international success with hits like Rumble in the Bronx, the Rush Hour franchise, and the animation film Kung Fu Panda. The other three honorary winners have all had long careers in film. Their statuettes will be presented at the Governors Awards ceremony in November.  

4-10 June 2016

· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that his government set a path for accelerated growth; changes have been made to curb corruption and fill the gaps in rural infrastructure in last two years of his government. In an exclusive interview to Wall Street Journal on the eve of the NDA government's second anniversary at the Centre, Mr. Modi said his government has made it easier to do business and opened up more of economy for foreign investment. The Prime Minister said his government has taken the initiative to give a fillip to defence production in the country which will also generate employment for the youth. Prime Minister said maximum reform measures have been undertaken but added that he has enormous tasks ahead in this regard. He also said labour law should not just mean in the interest of industry but they should be in the interest of the labourer. Prime Minister also asserted that he expects Goods and Services Tax Bill, a major reform measure aimed at replacing a web of varying state taxes will be passed this year. The bill has been stuck in the Rajya Sabha in Parliament, where the government is in a minority. He also commented that today, unlike before, India is not standing in a corner. 

· BJP leader Sarbanand Sonowal has taken over as the Chief Minister of Assam. Sonowal and 10 of his ministerial colleagues, including Hemanta Biswas Sarma were administered the oath of office and secrecy by Governor P.B. Acharya in Guwahati. A former student leader, Sonowal had led an alliance of BJP and two regional partners – Asom Gana Parishad and Bodoland People's Front – to victory in the Assembly elections ending a 15-year Congress rule in the state which paved the way for formation of the first-ever BJP led government in Assam.

· AIADMK Supremo M. Jayalalithaa has been sworn in as the Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu. 28 ministers also took oath for office with her. This is Jayalalithaa's second consecutive term as Chief Minister, and sixth overall. 

· Trinamool Congress Chief Mamata Banerjee has sworn-in as Chief Minister of West Bengal for a second term. Kolkata Mayor Shovan Chatterjee, former Indian cricketer Laxmi Ratan Shukla and singer Indranil Sen are among the 18 new faces in the 42-member ministry.

· CPI-M politburo member Pinarayi Vijayan has also sworn in as the 22nd Chief Minister of Kerala at the Central Stadium ground in Thiruvananthapuram. Kerala Governor P. Sathasivam also administered oaths of office to 18 cabinet ministers – 11 from CPI-M, four from CPI, and one each from the Congress-S, Janata Dal (S) and the Nationalist Congress Party. 

· BJP leader and former IPS officer Kiran Bedi is the new Lieutenant Governor of Puducherry. President Pranab Mukherjee approved her appointment. Earlier, Lieutenant Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands Ajay Kumar Singh was holding additional charge of Puducherry.

· Anurag Thakur has been unanimously elected as BCCI President while Ajay Shirke has been chosen as Secretary at a Special General Meeting of the board in Mumbai. Mr. Thakur replaces Shashank Manohar who stepped down from the position to take up the ICC chief's job. Thakur, who is a BJP MP in Lok Sabha, is the youngest BCCI chief. Talking to media persons, he said he will work towards strengthening the transparency, accountability and professionalism within the board.

· The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs CCEA has approved Railway projects worth Rs. 11,000 crores. These include Bina-Katni 3rd line project an estimated cost of nearly 2,500 crore. The 279 km long railway line is expected to be completed in five years. Another project is Vizianagaram and Titlagarh 3rd line project, costing nearly 2,335 crore.

· Six new Indian Institutes of Technology, IITs, will come up in the country. Briefing media, Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu said the Cabinet has given its ex post facto approval to amend The Institutes of Technology Act, 1961 for incorporation of 6 new IITs one in Tirupati, Andhra Pradesh; Palakkad, Kerala; Dharwad, Karnataka; Bhilai, Chhattisgarh; Goa and Jammu in the state of Jammu & Kashmir. In an another decision, the Cabinet has given ex-post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding, MoU, signed between India and Maldives for strengthening cooperation in the field of tourism.

· India has launched its maiden indigenous winged Reusable Launch Vehicle, RLV from Sriharikota spaceport. The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) said the mission has been accomplished successfully. The Reusable Launch Vehicle – Technology Demonstrator, RLV-TD, that is ultimately aimed at putting satellites into orbit around earth and then re-enter the atmosphere, was carried up on a solid rocket motor. The nine-metre long rocket weighs 11 tonnes. Very similar in its looks to the US space shuttle, the 6.5 meter long RLV-TD has aeroplane like structure which weighs about 1.75 tons.

· The Indian navy commissioned the highly maneuverable fast attack craft INS Tarmugli at the Eastern Naval Command. Tarmugli would be based in Visakhapatnam under the Naval Officer-in-Charge (Andhra Pradesh) and would be deployed for coastal patrol and surveillance operations along the Eastern Coast. The commissioning of this ship completes the addition of another chapter to the nation's 'Make in India' initiative and indigenization efforts in the field of warship design and construction.

· President Pranab Mukherjee has signed an ordinance to keep state boards out of the common entrance test (NEET) for MBBS and dental courses for this year. Attorney General Mukul Rohtagi was at the President's Secretariat along with top Health Ministry officials to respond to clarifications sought by the President on the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET).

· Supreme Court has refused to entertain during vacation a petition against Centre's ordinance allowing States to continue with exam for admissions in MBBS and BDS courses. Apex Court asked for listing of the petition on opening of courts after summer vacations. The court added that there should be certainty for students about holding of exams. The petition challenged the validity of the ordinance allowing states to conduct their own medical entrance examinations this year. It alleged that the ordinance frustrated the order of the Supreme Court directing implementation of NEET from the current academic year and pleaded for immediate stay on the executive order.

· The Apex Court has said the Italian marine, Salvatore Girone, under investigation in Indian embassy for the killing of two Indian fishermen is free to go to his native country, Italy, while the international arbitration in the case is ongoing. A two-judge vacation bench of the apex court ruled that the United National Tribunal would decide on the jurisdictional issue between India and Italy.

· The Supreme Court has asked the Centre to formulate a national policy for providing adequate reliefs to ape survivors as setting up of a separate fund like the Nirbhaya fund is not enough and amounted to just a lip service. A vacation bench of Justices P.C. Pant and D.Y. Chandrachud said that Central government must ensure that adequate relief is being provided to the victims of sexual offences. The court said, different states have different schemes and there is no national plan as how the rape victims are to be compensated.

· The Punjab and Haryana High Court has granted an interim stay on reservation given to Jats and five other castes in Haryana. The reservation was challenged in the court by a petitioner on the grounds that it is in violation of Supreme Court orders. The court has fixed the 21st of July, the next day of hearing. The government of Haryana had earlier approved the Haryana Backward Classes (Reservation in Services and Admission in Educational Institutions) Bill. The bill enlists the Jats, Bishnois, Tyagis, and Rors in the recently sculpted Backward Classes (C) category, making them eligible for 10 percent reservation in class 3 and 4 posts, and 6 percent reservation in class 1 and 2 jobs.

· The University of Grants Commission (UGC) has brought out a new set of regulatory norms for deemed universities in order to reduce subjectivity and government interference and focus more on quality. According to the UGC Regulations, 2016, which were approved by the Commission at a meeting last week, an institution will be eligible to become a deemed university if it has undergraduate and 5 post-graduate programmes with research in existence for 3 years. Speaking in New Delhi, Higher Education Secretary V.S. Oberoi said as per the new regulations, a deemed university should have minimum 40 percent open space of the total built up area. Mr. Oberoi, however, emphasized that the new regulations would be required to go through the scrutiny of the HRD Ministry after which they would be notified.

· In a landmark judgment, the National Green Tribunal Bench in Kerala banned light and heavy diesel vehicles, which are more than 10 years old, in six major cities. These are state capital Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, Kollam, Thrissur, Kozhikode and Kannur. In its first sitting, the bench, comprising NGT chairperson also directed the state government not to register any diesel vehicle in the capacity of 2000 CC and more, except public transport and local authority vehicles. 
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· In election results announced on May 19th to the four state assemblies and one Union Territory, the BJP and its alliance partners have won an absolute majority in Assam. BJP won 60 seats on its own in the 126-member House. Its ally Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) has won 14 seats, while another ally Bodoland People's Front (BPF) has bagged 12 seats. The party has, thus, made history by winning an assembly election in the State for the first time. Congress has bagged 26 seats, AIUDF 12 and one seat has gone to an independent. 

· In West Bengal, the Trinamool Congress crossed the two-third mark by winning 211 seats in the 294-member assembly. The Congress-Left combine has taken 76 seats while BJP has bagged three seats. Independents and others have won four seats.

· In Tamil Nadu, AIADMK Chief J. Jayalalithaa has made history by becoming the first sitting Chief Minister in 32 years to be voted back to power. Her party bagged 134 seats out of 232 seats that went to the polls. The opposition DMK has won 89 seats while Congress has bagged 8 segments and IUML one.

· In Kerala, the LDF has pushed the ruling UDF out of power by bagging 85 of the 140-seats. The UDF could bag only 46 seats. The BJP has opened its account in the state by wining one seat. Eight results have gone in favour of others. 

· In Puducherry, the Congress has won 15 seats and its alliance partner DMK has two seats giving it a majority in the 30-member house to form a government. AINRC has bagged 8 seats and AIADMK 4 seats while one seat has gone to an independent.

· The Union Cabinet has cleared an ordinance to keep state boards out of the ambit of common medical entrance exams for one year. Through the ordinance, the order of the Supreme Court on national Eligibility cum Entrance Test, NEET will be put on hold for a year. On 9th of this month, the Supreme Court had refused to modify its April 28th order making NEET mandatory for admission to undergraduate medical courses across the country for the academic year 2016-17. The court order had implied that all government colleges, deemed universities and private medical colleges would be covered under NEET and those examinations which had already taken place or were slated to be conducted separately stand scrapped. Major political parties and States had favoured deferring implementation of the apex court verdict. Several State governments also wanted their exams to be the basis for admission for their 85 percent quota for this year too. Union Health Minister J.P. Nadda had discussed the issue with State Health Ministers. So far, 6.5 lakh students have already sat for the first phase of NEET held on 1st of this month. The next phase of the exam is scheduled for July 24th. 

· The Government has proposed that foreign universities coming to India will have to collaborate with Indian academic institutions so that in case of any legal dispute, the settlement will be done in the country itself. Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani said if any foreign university sets up campus in India, it will come under the ambit of our law when it has some legal collaboration with us. God forbid if any student of ours is harassed or any faculty is faced with a challenge, they cannot seek justice in a foreign court. Mr. Irani also said that the government will soon come out with a new Education policy to promote quality education in the country.

· In Jammu and Kashmir, Union Health & Family Welfare Minister J.P. Nadda laid foundation stones of three new medical colleges in Rajouri, Baramulla and Anantnag districts. The colleges will come up at a cost of 189 crore rupees each. The Rajouri Medical College will have 100 MBBS seats along with a hospital with a capacity of 300 beds. He said the setting up of five new medical colleges in the state as well as two AIIMS will prove to be a turning point in the State's healthcare sector. He said land has been identified in Kashmir & Jammu for setting up two AIIMS in the State. He added that the Centre has also sanctioned two State Cancer Institute's at SKIMS Soura and GMC Jammu at an estimated cost of Rs. 240 crores.

· India has reacted strongly to Pakistan seeking UN intervention on the Indian draft bill on map. Responding to media query on Pakistan Foreign Office reaction on India's Geospatial Information Regulation Bill, MEA spokesperson Vikas Swarup said it is an entirely internal legislative matter as Jammu and Kashmir is integral part of India. Under the proposed legislation, wrong depiction of the map of India could land the violators in jail with a maximum term of seven years and impose a fine upto Rs. 100 crores.

· India successfully test fired an indigenously developed Advanced Air Defence interceptor missile which is capable of destroying any incoming hostile ballistic missile. Named as Ashwin, the missile was test-fired from the launch complex of Abdul Kalam, Island in Bhadrak district of Odisha. India is the fourth country to have successfully developed this anti-ballistic missile system, after United States, Russia and Israel. This development now strengthens India's position in the very exclusive Ballistic Missile Defence club of the three countries. The success is likely to pay the way for the supersonic interceptor missile's induction in the armed forces. The test was the twelfth test of interceptor missiles fired from a warship in the Bay of Bengal near Paradip. Of the 11 tests held earlier, nine have been successful.

· Interpol has issued a Red Corner Notice (RCN) against Shahid Latif, Pakistan-based handler of Jaish-e-Mohammed terrorists who had attacked Pathankot Air Force base in January. CBI, which is the nodal body for Interpol affairs in India, has also forwarded the request for issuing RCN against Kashif Jaan, another handler in the case. The requests were made by National Investigation Agency (NIA) which is probing the Pathankot attack case. The warrants were issued on the basis of evidence presented by the NIA before a Special court in the Jaish handlers like Jaan and Latif. Latif had spent over a decade in Indian prison before he was deported to Pakistan after completion of his sentence in the country. Interpol had earlier issued a Red Corner Notice against Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) chief Maulana Masood Azhar and his brother Abdul Rauf in connection with the Pathankot attack.

· Gujarat Police Anti-terrorist Squad has arrested the main conspirator of Godhara Train burning case of 2002. Superintendent of Anti-Terrorist Squad of Gujarat Police Himanshu Shukla said that Farooq Bhana, the former councilor of Godhara municipality was arrested from Kalol town in Panchmahal district. Gujarat was engulfed in widespread riots after the gruesome incident of Sabarmati train burning on 27th February 2002. 59 people were charred to death in this gruesome carnage in which majority were women and children returning back from Ayodhya. This incident had sparked widespread violence in Gujarat which had also claimed many lives. 

· An Egypt Air Flight, from Paris to Cairo, crashed into the Mediterranean Sea. A total of 66 people, including the crew, were on board. The flight made sharp turns and plunged before dropping off the radar. It was last sighted in Greek airspace. Egypt's Civil Aviation Minister has said the possibility of a terror attack is stronger than the possibility of a technical failure.

· In Nepal, hundreds of Madhesi joined fresh protests against the new Constitution, pressing for their demands relating to more rights, adequate representation and re-demarcation of provincial boundary. Other demands of Madhesis include proportionate representation of marginalized groups and ethnic minorities including the Madhesis, indigenous groups and dalits in all the state bodies.

· Delhi High Court has directed Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) to give a hearing to Olympic medalist Sushil Kumar. The wrestler has sought a selection trial to decide who will represent India in the men's 74 kg freestyle category at Rio Games. Sushil moved the Delhi High Court after his name did not figure in India's Rio preparatory camp. Narsingh Yadav has been staking his claim to represent India at the Olympics since last year when he secured a quota place at the World Championship in Las Vegas after winning a bronze in 74 kg. Sushil had missed the event due to a shoulder injury. 

· World governing FIFA has appointed Justice Mukul Mudgal as Deputy Chairman of its governance committee. The former Chief Justice of Punjab and Haryana High Court, who headed the IPL spot-fixing probe, said that he feels honoured as it is a big thing for Indian judiciary. Portuguese Luis Miguel Maduro, who is a former European Court of Justice Advocate General, will head FIFA's governance committee. Justice Mudgal and Maduro will also head FIFA's International Review Committee, which will assess all major decisions. 

· Sania Mirza and her Swiss partner Martina Hingis have won the Rome Masters Women's Doubles Title. In the final in Rome, the World Number one pair defeated the 7th seeded Russians Ekaterina Makarova and Elena Vesnina 6-1, 6-7, 10-3. For the Indo-Swiss duo, the win in Italy is their first title since February and their first ever on red clay. They have now won 14 titles as a pair, and their fifth of the season.

· Andy Murray defeated Novak Djokovic on clay for the first time to win the Italian Open Men's Singles Tennis title. The third-ranked Murray defeated the top-ranked Djokovic 6-3, 6-3. It is Murray's first title in Rome. The only other British man to win the tournament was Pat Hughes in 1931. Earlier, Serena Williams ended a nine-month title drought with a 7-6, 6-3 win over Madison Keys in all-American women's singles final.

· South Korean author Han Kang has won the 2016 Man Booker International Prize for her novel 'The Vegetarian'. This novel is about a woman who wants to reject human brutality and gives up eating meat. Han Kang is the first South Korean to win Man Booker. The book was translated in English by Deborah Smith. The writer and her translator will share the prize money. The novel was picked unanimously by the panel of five judges, beating six other novels including 'The Story of the Lost child' by Italian sensation Elena Ferrante and 'A Strangeness in My Mind' by turkey's Orhan Pamuk. 
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· Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called for strengthening democracy at the grassroots level saying gramsabhas are as important as Parliament. He asked the gram panchayats to play active role in developmental activities, taking advantage of the immense resources and schemes of the government. Addressing a function on the culmination of 10-day 'Gram Uday Se Bharat Uday' campaign at Jamshedpur in Jharkhand, Mr. Modi said, the country's progress depends hugely on the development of villages. He emphasized the need for bridging the gulf between cities and rural areas by ensuring that all modern day facilities reach even the far off places. 

· The Union Cabinet has decided to allow States to impose and enforce stock limits on sugar to check the price rise of sweetener in the market. The decision was taken following spurt in prices of sugar. In spite of sufficient availability of sugar stocks with the Sugar Mills. The decision will empower State and Central agencies to impose stock limits and regulate supply, distribution, storage and trade of sugar to bring down sugar prices at reasonable level by curbing unscrupulous trading. The Cabinet also gave its nod to enhance investment by Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited, BPCL in Bharat Oman Refineries Limited, BORL. The investment amount could be enhanced upto 3000 crore rupees in the BORL by way of subion of convertible warrants and other instruments.

· The government has raised the interest rates on Employees Provident Fund contributions to 8.8 percent for 2015-16 against 8.7 percent approved by the Finance Ministry last week. Labour Minister Bandaru Dattatreya announced the decision to raise the interest rates.

· The Parliament has passed the Sikh Gurdwaras (Amendment) Bill-2016 with the Lok Sabha approving it. The Bill provides for amendment in some provisions of the Sikh Gurdwaras Act, 1925. It will disentitle Sahjdhari Sikhs, who trim or shave their beard or hair, from casting their votes in elections to the Sikh Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee (SGPC).

· Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has propelled India into the Global Positioning system (GPS) club. With the successful launch of IRNSS-1G into pre-determined orbit, ISRO has completed its landmark mission for a Regional Navigation System, which Prime Minister Modi named NAVIK. India's 7th navigation satellite IRNSS-1G of the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) was launched into a Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (Sub-GTO) on-board of Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) C-33 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh. IRNSS-1G satellite is the last space segment satellites of the IRNSS system. With this, India joins the elite group of selected nations that have their own GPS or navigation system.

· The Supreme Court cleared the decks for holding the National Eligibility Entrance Test (NEET), a single common entrance test, for admission to the MBBS and BDS courses for academic year 2016-17. The apex court approved the schedule put before it by the Centre, the CBSE and the Medical Council of India for treating the All India Pre-Medical Test (AIPMT) fixed for 1st May as NEET-1. A two-judge bench said that those who have not applied for AIPMT will be given opportunity to appear in NEET-II, which will be held on 24th July. The order implies that all government colleges, deemed universities and private medical colleges are covered under the NEET. Those examinations that have already taken place or are slated to be conducted separately, stand scrapped. The apex court also rejected objections raised by other States the Association of Karnataka Medical Colleges and minority institutions which had contended that NEET cannot be imposed on them. 
· The Bombay High Court has ordered the demolition of scam-tainted Adarsh Cooperative Housing Society building located in south Mumbai. The High Court also ordered an inquiry against politicians, Ministers and officers who were involved in the Adarsh Housing Society scam. The high court also gave 12-week time to Maharashtra government to appeal in Supreme Court against the order. The Bombay High Court had in December last year reserved its order on a bunch of petitions in connection with the Adarsh Cooperative Housing Society case.

· The Supreme Court has asked the Debt Recovery Tribunal in Bengaluru, to complete the hearing on loan recovery suit against fugitive businessman Vijay Mallya within next two months. Hearing on a petition filed by the consortium of banks led by SBI, the apex court directed Mallya to furnish the details of his and his family's assets in India and abroad to the banks in a sealed cover. The court found untenable the objections raised by the liquor baron, that the assets of his NRI wife and kids cannot be disclosed to the banks.

· The Supreme Court has asked Sahara company to file its detailed assets in a sealed cover by 11th May. The top Court was hearing a case regarding Sahara's failure to return money to its investors. The market regulator SEBI through its lawyer informed the court that it had engaged two agencies to start the sale of Sahara's properties. SEBI also told the top court that the process is likely to be completed within four months.

· A Special Mumbai Court has discharged all 8 accused in the 2006 Malegaon blast case. The nine men were arrested in 2006 by Maharashtra Anti-Terrorism Squad for the Malegaon blasts that killed 37 and injured over 100. In November 2011, they were granted bail. One died during trial.

· The Jawaharlal Nehru University, JNU has rusticated Umar Khalid and Anirban Bhattacharya in connection with an event organized in the campus to mark the death anniversary of Afzal Guru. JNU Student Union president Kanhaiya Kumar who was also charged with sedition and arrested in connection with the incident has been fined ten thousand rupees. Umar has been rusticated for one semester, Anirban Bhattacharya till 15th of July and Mujeeb Gattoo for two semesters. The hostel facilities have been withdrawn for Ashutosh Kumar for a year and Komal Mohite for three months.

· India has written to the UK High Commission in Delhi requesting deportation of Vijay Mallya to secure his presence for investigations against him. External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Vikas Swarup informed that the Indian High Commission in the UK will also be issuing a similar note verbale to the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office. 

· The Government has said it will leave no stone unturned to bring to justice the corrupt and wrong doers in the AgustaWestland Chopper deal. In a clarification, the Defence Ministry said in New Delhi that corruption is the core issue in the case and the corrupt will be brought to book. It said CBI and Enforcement Directorate are vigorously pursuing all aspects of the investigation, including the arrest and extradition of three foreign nationals, Carlo Gerosa, Guido Haschke Ralph and Christian Michel James. The deal is related to purchase of 12 helicopters worth 3,600 crore rupees for VVIPs from Italian manufacturer, Finmeccanica during the UPA regime.
· India have stressed on the need for early progress on Pathankot terror attack investigation as well as 26/11 Mumbai terror attack case trial in Pakistan. Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar also brought up the listing of Jaish-e-Mohammed leader Masood Azhar in UN Sanctions Committee in his meeting with Pakistani counterpart Aizaz Ahmad Chaudhry in New Delhi. India also pressed for immediate consular access to Kulbhushan Jadhav, former Naval officer abducted and taken to Pakistan.

· Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Prakash Javadekar has described the Paris agreement a historical achievement for mankind. He said that the countries should implement it in letter and spirit. Addressing the Major Economies Forum in New York, Javadekar said with signing of the historic agreement, developed world needs to immediately ratify the Kyoto Protocol 2nd commitment period and should present enhanced pre-2020 actions. 

· India has reaffirmed its commitment to peace and stability of Afghanistan and said the war-ravaged country can emerge as a hub of trade and energy arteries. Addressing the Senior officials Meeting of the Heart of Asia Istanbul Process in New Delhi, Minister of State for External Affairs V.K. Singh said a collective approach is required to help Afghanistan deal with challenge of violence and instability. He said prosperous and democratic Afghanistan will be a bridge of connectivity between East and West, and Central and South Asia.

· The Maharashtra Government has decided to pay interest of Rs. 1,272 crore on the crop loan taken by farmers of drought-hit areas during the 2015-16 Kharif season. State Cabinet also decided to restructure crop loans amounting to Rs. 10,942 crore for last few years to make farmers eligible to avail fresh loan.

· An early hour massive blaze engulfed the FICCI building in New Delhi destroying National Museum of Natural History and leaving two firemen inured. Police said, the fire erupted at the top floor of the building and soon spread down to other floors. About 40 fire tenders were rushed to douse the blaze, which was controlled after about four hours. No loss of life has been reported.

· Union Sports Ministry has decided to provide Rs. 1 lakh per month, as out of pocket allowance to the sports persons under the Target Olympic Podium (TOP) scheme. It is for their preparation for the Olympics and Paralympics Games at Rio de Janeiro. 77 Indian athletes in eight disciplines have qualified for the Olympics till date and many more are likely to qualify in the next two months. Target Olympic Podium scheme is a sports ministry initiative, under which Olympic medal prospects are funded by the government for top class training as part of their preparations for the Games. 

· Indian Archer Deepika Kumari has equaled the world record in Women's Recurve event at the qualifying stage of Archery World Cup being held in Shanghai. Padma Sri recipient, Deepika recorded a score of 686 out of 720 to finish 1st in qualifiers and equal the world record set by South Korea's Ki Boe Bae last year. Deepika has won silver in 2011, 12 and 13 editions. 
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