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Governor’s Tax Increases Introduced

As expected, the Governor’s main tax bills were introduced this week by Senator Ken Jacob (D-Columbia) and Representative Marsha Campbell (D-Kansas City).  SB 536 and HB 503 contain most of the Governor’s proposals.

Rubin, Brown, Gornstein & Co. LLP has put together a good synopsis of the Governor’s tax changes.  The links below will take you to their web site:

PDF: http://www.rbg.com/enews/SALT01.pdf 
Text-only (print format):  http://www.rbg.com/enews/SALT01.txt 

NOTES: If you are unable to access the PDF version, click on the 'Adobe Acrobat' link for a free download of the software needed to open it.   http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
Workers Comp Reform Passes Big Hurdle

The House perfected the Omnibus Workers Compensation reform bill this week.  The recorded vote was 94 to 64. The bill still needs to be reviewed by the budget committee before it can be Third Read and sent to the Senate. Governor Holden is expected to veto HB 321 in its current form unless Labor and the trial attorneys can convince their Senate supporters to sustain a filibuster.  At this time, business is not interested in compromising.

HB 321 Redefines "accident" to a specific, identifiable, traumatic event during a single work shift; Requires that an injury or occupational disease be compensable only if an accident or occupational exposure was the dominant factor in causing the condition or disability, rather than a substantial factor; Restricts benefits for the aggravation of pre-existing conditions to those cases where a work-related injury causes increased permanent disability and reduces compensation by the amount of permanent partial disability that was pre-existing; Exempts from coverage personal health conditions that manifest themselves at work when an accident is not the dominant factor in the need for medical treatment and injuries from unknown causes. Deterioration from aging is currently listed as not compensable; the substitute adds deterioration from normal activities of day-to-day living; Increases the penalty when violation of drug and alcohol rules is involved by reducing benefits by 50% rather than 15% and requires that intoxication at or above the legal blood level be conclusively presumed to be the proximate cause of injury; Requires that voluntary settlements be approved unless they are manifestly unjust; Allows an employee to opt out of workers' compensation for religious reasons, but he or she must sign a waiver agreeing not to take future civil actions against the employer; and adds certified peace officers to the list of those for whom certain diseases caused by exposure to smoke, gases, carcinogens, inadequate oxygen, and psychological stress are recognized as occupational diseases.
Moving House Bill Links of Interest
HB 15 
-- Bearden, Carl 
Appropriates money for supplemental purposes including Medicaid.

HB 74 
-- St. Onge, Neal C.
Unemployment reimbursement for Indian tribes in compliance with federal mandate.

HB 91   -- Mayer, Robert 
Authorizes county commissioners to create county crime reduction funds and authorizes courts to impose assessments of money to be paid into these funds by defendants under certain conditions.         

HB 221 -- Luetkemeyer, Blaine 
Revises laws on banking, including clarification of credit card receipts.

HB 228 -- Smith, Joe 

Establishes a list of persons who object to receiving unsolicited e-mail.

HB 254 -- Byrd, Richard 

Creates the Uniform Electronics Transactions Act.

HB 273 -- Byrd, Richard 

Modifies various provisions regarding tort actions for personal injury.

HB 321 -- Wilson, Kevin

Redefines occupational diseases for the purpose of workers' compensation.
New House Bill Links of Interest

HB 472 -- Johnson, Robert T. 
Establishes procedures for appointing boards of directors in community improvement districts.

HB 475 -- Yates, Brian David 
Revises employment security law.

HB 480 -- Emery, Edgar G. H. 
Allows pharmacists to refuse to fill prescriptions that are contrary to established policies or their beliefs.

HB 482 -- Byrd, Richard 

Permits the required signatures on corporate filings with the Secretary of State to be a facsimile, a conformed signature, or an electronically transmitted signature.

HB 483 -- Byrd, Richard 

Provides an alternative method for creating a transportation development district.

HB 488 -- Lowe, Jenee' M. 
Creates the Missouri Downtown Economic Stimulus Act.

HB 490 -- Luetkemeyer, Blaine 
Permits the Division of Workers' Compensation to impose an annual surcharge on every workers' compensation deductible plan policyholder.

HB 496 -- Wilson, Vicky Riback 
Increases the cigarette and tobacco product sales tax to fund various health initiatives.

HB 503 -- Campbell, Marsha 
Enacts various changes to state tax laws, including a reduction in the corporate income tax rate.

HB 506 -- Johnson, Robert T. 
Requires certain caps to be met for Second Injury Fund balances.

HB 510 -- Hilgemann, Robert 
Prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation.

HB 512 -- Cooper, Shannon 
Revises warehouse and self-service storage facilities.

HB 514 -- Cooper, Shannon 
Permits a carry-forward of certain net operating losses for state income tax purposes.

HB 515 – Cooper, Shannon
Changes income tax return filing requirements and authorizes direct deposit of income tax refunds.
Moving Senate Bill Links of Interest

SB 11     
Kinder    
Establishes a sales tax holiday.

SB 69  

Yeckel 

Creates the Small Business Regulatory Fairness Board to serve as liaison between agencies and small businesses.

SB 194  
Scott  

Allows Indian tribes to be considered employers.

SB 246  
Steelman 
Modifies provisions for Public Service Commission residency, staffing, and ex parte communications.

SB 292 

Yeckel  

Limits disclosure of credit card account numbers on sales receipts provided to cardholder and on retailers receipt.

SB 347  
Loudon  
Changes definitions within the chapter and modifies regulations as to occupational diseases in workers comp.

New Senate Bill Links of Interest

SB 501 

Gross  

Exempts contractors from paying sales taxes on materials used in department of transportation projects.

SB 509  
Bray 

Requires the labeling of bottled water.

SB 518  
Steelman  
Prohibits ALJs and Administrative Hearing Commissioners from having or contributing to a campaign account.

SB 527  
Gross  

Revises the fee structure for merchants' licenses.

SB 528  
Gross  

Sets out requirements for obtaining a warrant by telephone.

SB 533  
Cauthorn  
Allows some individuals to waive the protections of the workers' compensation law.

SB 536  
Jacob  

Relating to taxation.

SB 538  
Dolan  

Creates identity crimes.

SB 543  
Dougherty  
Relating to background checks.

SB 549  
Days  

Prohibits the disclosure of nonpublic health information.

SB 550  
Scott  

Adds rental contracts to stealing.

SB 554   
Klindt  

Extends the carry-back operating losses from farming from 2 years to 3 years.

SB 555  
Kinder  

Allows certain aluminum smelters to enter contracts to purchase energy outside of PSC oversight.

SB 557  
Shields  
Modifies the law relating to pharmacists, pharmacies, pharmaceutical services and drug distributors.
Select Hearings of Interest

House-Appropriations Health, Mental & Soc. Ser
MONDAY - 02/24/03

12:00 P.M., HR 3
    Dept of Social Services - Mark up
    Possible Executive Session
**** Amended Time to 12:00 P.M. - 02/21/03 ****

Senate-Financial/Gov. Org/Vet's/ Elections

MONDAY - 02/24/03

11:30 A.M., Senate Lounge
SB 496 - Yeckel - Allows biennial licensing for certain finance companies.

Senate-Judiciary, Civil & Criminal Jurisprud.

MONDAY - 02/24/03

8:00 P.M., Senate Lounge
SB 433 - Yeckel - Requires sale of certain methamphetamine drugs from behind the counter.

SB 394 - Bartle - Modifies law governing corporate formalities.

SB 395 - Bartle - Revises civil procedure for challenging a board of director’s decision and shareholder appraisal. 

  *** Executive Session ***

SB 39 - Cauthorn - Creates the "Missouri Sheriff Methamphetamine Relief Team" MoSMART.

House-Appropriations Health,Mental & Soc. Ser
TUESDAY - 02/25/03

8:00 A.M., HR 3
    Public Testimony
    Dept of Social Services

Senate-Commerce and the Environment

TUESDAY - 02/25/03

8:00 A.M., Senate Lounge
  *** Executive Session ***

SB 0477 - Griesheimer - Regulates the sale of motor vehicle extended service contracts.

House-Local Government



TUESDAY - 02/25/03

9:00 A.M., HR 5
  *** Executive Session ***
HB 184 - Johnson, Robert Thane - Revises the law relating to liquor control. 

House-Agriculture




TUESDAY - 02/25/03

12:00 P.M., HR 1
HB 317 -  Deeken, Bill  - Establishes the rights of persons who utilize service animals. 

House-Communications, Energy and Technology
TUESDAY - 02/25/03

Upon Adj., HR 3

HB 344 - Rector, Rex - Enables recovery of certain costs by utilities.

HB 403 - Rector, Rex  - Allows for recovery of certain purchased energy costs by electrical corporations.
 
House-Appropriations Health, Mental & Soc. Ser
TUESDAY - 02/25/03

2:30 P.M., HR 3
    Public Testimony
    Dept. of Social Services

Senate-Pensions and General Laws


TUESDAY - 02/25/03

3:00 P.M., Senate Lounge
SB 83 - Cauthorn - Allows issuance of permits to carry concealed weapons.

House-Crime Prevention and Public Safety

TUESDAY - 02/25/03

5:00 P.M., HR 3

HB 167 - Kelly, Van - Increases the penalty for selling intoxicating liquor to minors.

HB 470 - Mayer, Robert - Requires sale of certain methamphetamine drugs from behind sales counter.

HB 337 - Hobbs, Steve  - Creates the Missouri Sheriff Methamphetamine Relief Taskforce.

Senate-Ways and Means



TUESDAY - 02/25/03

5:00 P.M., Senate Lounge
SB 172 - Goode - Revises regulation of tax increment financing.

Senate-Appropriations




TUESDAY - 02/25/03

7:30 P.M., SCR 2
    Dept of Health, Mental Health and Social Services

House -Tax Policy




TUESDAY – 02/25/03

12:00 P.M., HR 7

HB 381 - Holand, Roy W. - Allows school districts to enact income and sales taxes.

HB 421 - Cooper, Shannon - Lowers the corporate income tax to five and one-fourth percent.

HB 514 - Cooper, Shannon - Permits a carry-forward of certain net operating losses for state income tax purposes.

HB 515 - Cooper, Shannon  - Changes income tax return filing requirements and authorizes direct deposit of income tax refunds.
House-Appropriations Health,Mental & Soc. Ser
WEDNESDAY - 02/26/03
8:00 A.M., HR 3
    Public Testimony
    Dept. of Social Services
    Possible Executive Session

House-Appropriations Health,Mental & Soc. Ser
WEDNESDAY - 02/26/03
2:30 P.M., HR 3
    Dept of Social Services Mark-up
    Possible Executive Session

House-Appropriations Health,Mental & Soc. Ser
THURSDAY - 02/27/03

8:15 A.M., HR 3
    Mark up
    Dept. of Social Services
    Possible Executive Session

Follow these links to Articles of Interest:

Loan plan awaits Holden's signature
Sheriffs in rural Missouri fight a losing battle with meth producers
Unwise and anti-competitive
House budget chairman asking lawmakers to cut deeper
House endorses bill to revise workers' compensation law
House panel passes concealed weapons bill
Specific comments or questions regarding this update should be directed to David Overfelt, President, Missouri Retailers Association, P.O. Box 1336, Jefferson City, MO 65102, 573/636-5128, FAX: 573/636-6846, E-mail: moretailers@aol.com
If you would like to review a copy of a bill, you may contact the state’s web page at http://www.house.state.mo.us/jointsearch.asp
Visit our new Web site at http://www.moretailers.com/ 
You will find this Capitol Report and other items of interest in the NEWS area.  This is for members only and the username to use is retail and the password to use is business.  If you have any suggestions for our Web site, please do not hesitate to contact us.  We want to serve our members in the best possible way.  Thank you.




















































