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MINUTES

Date:   20th January 2015          Location: ABF001
In Attendance:
Mikko-Watterli Silhova (MWS)
Josh Street (JS)
Sumi Bal (SB)
Jason Michalski (JM)
Alex Clarke (AC)
Sidonie Bertrand-Shelton (SBS)
Paul Geerligs (PG)
Emma Peagam (EP)
Dan Curran (DC)
Brianna Middleton MacPherson (BMM)
Apologies from: Izabela Pawlic
	1.
	Opening Remarks
	Action

	
	Minutes and actions reviewed
Minute taker selected: Sidonie
	

	2.
	A 2 minute update from Ethics and Environment Officer
	

	
	MWS: A lot of planning in the first term mainly for the Green Impact. Last two years SURHUL has received the gold award which we hope to repeat. It’s a standard mark for industry for being a champion on green issues, run by the NUS. I have a list of things to do, if you’re willing to help out that would be awesome. 

Helped out students researching SU recycling, and making the bike rental scheme. Met with David Haygarth from RHUL Sustainability, talking about the masterplan including the sustainability society, making them ambassadors.
	

	3.
	A 2 minute update from President Education & Campaigns and Co-Presidents Welfare & Diversity
	

	
	EP: Focusing on being more community focused is one of our aims, meeting local resident associations about new university builds. Hoping to improve relations with the local community. Organised a Christmas Market with the Egham Chamber of Commerce which was excellent. Been working on Go Green Week 9th to the 13th February, I’ll update you shortly. Been working with Mikko and Vegetarian Society and Sustainability Society. 

SBS: Community Liaison Forum chairing and installing bins at the edge of campus. 

JM: Last week I went to the Egham Chamber of Commerce local meeting, our relationship has been growing since Christmas.
	

	4.
	Ask an Officer anything
	

	
	PG: Have you let other societies know about Go Green Week?

EP: We’ve had an initial meeting but will open out this week to other societies
	

	5.
	Plans and Ideas for Go Green Week 9th -13th February
	

	
	EP: Begun making a rough timetable. On Thursday 12th a market inside the SU main hall with a bike doctor, a fair trade stall and a smoothie bike, careers will be talking about jobs in sustainability, Oxfam and RAG will be doing a swap shop. I’ll be opening out to other societies also. Getting offers on veggie food in Tommy’s for the week. Getting speakers to come in, one is an explorer who talks about climate change in the Arctic. Friday night will be a “rave under the waves” with a night themed around oceans. Organising a film night on food waste, and a Dragons’ Den challenge. Looking at a petition for the bike schemes, encouraging car sharing and people who fix furniture. 

PG: Can get in touch with the Dutch Embassy with key contacts. 

JM: Stephen Atkinson lead the Food Waste scheme at Royal Holloway, could be a speaker before the movie. 

MWS: Philosophy of Climate Change? Something to look in to?
	

	6.
	Divestment Fossil Free RHUL +  working establishing a working group
	

	
	MWS: Divestment movement, over 50 campuses are leading this. Petition the university to give up their investments in Fossil Fuels. Glasgow was the first university to do this. 

PG: If it includes Shell Gas, is it wise for us to take a hard ideological stance against fossil fuels when they are a drive to sustainability. 

MWS: Fossil fuels are harmful and this will drive a change. It’s not necessary to debate on this, as it is key in global warming. 

AC: I can see your argument, but a significant part of my department is funded by the oil industry, there are people whose entire PhD projects are based around oil extraction and hyper fracking. Also applicable to extraction of hyper thermal resources (which are sustainable). Is this campaign possible to do at Royal Holloway as it’s so important to the Earth Sciences Department? 

MWS: Fossil Fuels fund about 50 million a year, but we need to be researching alternatives. There is a lack of funding in renewable energy resources precisely because of oil companies funding research into extraction. 

PG: More concerned about taking a strong political stance, could ask to not work with organisations that aren’t investing in renewable energies. Show we want renewable energy without biting the hand that feeds us. 

AC: A lot of research into renewable energy is funded by the oil industry. This would cut my department in half, it’s not feasible. 

EP: Would it be helpful to look at other universities and how they manage this argument? Make a working grouping. 

JS: What is the campaign asking us to do as a university? The oil companies are investing in us. 

MWS: To stop investing in them and research. 

AC: I’m not defending the oil industry, but they pay my bills. 

MWS: Shall we make a working group?

AC: Depends on the objectives of the campaign. 

DC: Let’s make another discussion during Go Green Week.
	

	7.
	“Bear Bikes” Ideas + Cycling at RHUL
	

	
	MWS: Basic plan from the Sustainability Society is to make a bike sharing scheme, at Kingswood, the Train Station and Royal Holloway Campus. A great way to get the community involved and we know it’s very expensive to establish, the London one costs a lot. 

PG: In Holland you pick a bike out from a centre, and you pay upfront avoiding the credit card system. http://www.ov-fiets.nl/ It’s a more local way of doing this. 

JM: Have we done a lot of research into how it works? And have we begun conversations with the relevant people? How far along are we?

MWS: We’re at the beginning doing the research; a lot of ideas are online. Other studies have found that bike programs aren’t feasible in some areas. Meeting Sustainability Society next week, I think it could be a part of the Master Plan.

BMM: It’s set up at Stirling University, a Scottish Initiative: called Next Bike. 100 Bikes, 30 at each location, from the train station to campus. Good ideas to get it in to the College Master plan, Sustainability Society are on board. Get support from the university. 

JM: I love the name. The cycling club are also eager, having applied to the alumni fund for bikes (used for competitive cycling) but find out if it’s successful. They’re going through that process on a small scale now. 

MWS: Who cycles? Izabela had some negative experiences cycling in this area. 

EP: I emailed the local council and we need the names of the streets where problems arise.
	

	8.
	Car-Sharing at RHUL - Surrey Car Share, potential and need?
	

	
	MWS: Do you know about the existing car share system? Seems that nobody uses it, 44% of people travel to campus by car. A lot of cars with room. Do people want to share their rides?

AC: I see no sense in us doing something that the College is doing. Students who live within the 1.5mile radius who would benefit from it, especially incentivising with parking permits. 

MWS: Improve existing schemes. Improve website. 

SBS: I think staff are a problem more than local students

PG: England doesn’t offer transport passes or reductions unlike other countries. Going to London is expensive, the Bus is expensive. Get the university to get a better deal for students who travel. 

AC: In Leicester a bus was organised, the SU petitioned for cheaper travel and Wi-Fi on the buses. No current discounts for students. 

Action EP to look in to reducing bus prices.
	

	9.
	Any Other Business
	

	
	JS: Landlord / Letting Agent Rating system?

SBS: Still looking in to it, reached a couple of hiccups. Won’t be in place before I leave but doing the research and leg work at the moment, need to figure out how to solve the issues cropping up in a way that doesn’t cost a lot of money.

AC: Whitelist (the opposite of a black list) for landlords, trusting them. Could we do something like this in the short term until the long term. 

EP: We’ve been talking about doing that with local pubs and bars who look after students and are student friendly. Looking in to that. 

DC: Housing schemes have worked well when the University worked with the local council. 

MWS: Thank you for coming, Emma’s birthday is on Valentine’s Day.
	

	
	Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 17 at 6:00pm - 7:00pm
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