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RE:
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Rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain* / décembre 2008
Please find attached the Report from the Council of Europe Field Offices and other Structures for December 2008. 

_________________________

Veuillez trouver ci-joint le rapport des Bureaux et autres structures du Conseil de l’Europe sur le terrain pour décembre 2008.

Ce document n’existe qu’en anglais
* For a more complete list of activities, see the Council of Europe activities database (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD / Pour une liste plus complète des activités, voir la base de données des activités du Conseil de l’Europe (CEAD) – http://dsp.coe.int/CEAD

Yerevan

1.  Political and legislative developments

On 1 December, the National Assembly passed in first reading an amendment to the Law on Referenda. The government-proposed amendments foresee to hold referenda of non-binding, consultative nature that can be initiated by the government. 
On 2 December, the congress of opposition New Times Party, which backed Mr Ter-Petrosyan’s bid during the February 2008 presidential election, decided to participate in the work of parliamentary ad hoc inquiry committee into March events. In the committee, the party will be represented by its leader, Mr Aram Karapetyan. 

During the reference period, several prisoners were granted Presidential pardon. On 5 December, three prisoners were released after admitting their crimes and appealing to President Sargsyan to grant pardon. Subsequently, another nine persons were granted pardon under the same procedure. In a related development, the Prosecutor General’s office dropped charges due to lack of evidence against four opposition politicians, Aram Sargsyan (Chairman of Republic Party), Ararat Zurabyan (Chairman of Armenian Pan-national Movement Party), Karapet Rubinian (former Deputy Parliament Speaker) and Gurgen Yeghiazaryan. Mr Ter-Petrosyan's issued a statement claiming that the requests for pardon had allegedly been signed under pressure.

On 10 December, the Court of Appeals upheld the decision of the court of first instance to sentence Mushegh Saghatelyan (the former chief of prisons arrested on 1 March) to five years in prison. On 12 December, Ashot Manukyan, a manager of one of Mr Ter-Petrosyan's campaign offices was sentenced to five years in prison under Art 316 (using force against the representative of authorities). 
The draft resolution adopted by the PACE Monitoring Committee in Paris on 17 December, which recommended suspending voting rights of the Armenian delegation to PACE if no progress is achieved with regard to release of persons deprived of their liberty in connection with the March 2008 events, stimulated extensive discussions around fulfilment of PACE resolutions and the likelihood of sanctions. 

The case of seven opposition activists detained in connection with the March 2008 events was sent to court: all charged under Articles 225 (organisation of mass disturbances) and 300 (appropriation of public power by force) of the Criminal Code, appeared in court on 19 December.  The ensuing trials (23 and 27 December) were adjourned due to the defendants’ failure to show respect for the court by standing up when the judge entered the courtroom. 

At the 23 December court session the defence lawyer of Grigor Voskerchyan announced that his client had been beaten in his cell. The opposition Armenian National Congress, an alliance of around 18 parties supporting Mr Ter-Petrosyan, claimed later that three other prisoners, Gevorg Manukyan, Armen Khourshoudyan and Vardges Gaspari, were allegedly also affected. It also called on the relatives of the seven not to attend the next (27 December) court session in order to avoid “provocation and clashes” in the courtroom. The Ministry of Justice denied the allegations about beatings, but was instructed to conduct an internal investigation into the matter after the Human Rights Defender, Armen Haroutiunyan, raised the issue in a meeting with President Sargsyan. A group of 42 prisoners, including the above-mentioned seven, reacted to this with a statement that criticised the Ombudsman for failing to adopt a more critical stance on the issue, and demanding his resignation.  

The opposition ANC held a conference on 21 December in a private hall after its request to use the government-owned hall, which is traditionally used for organising political convocations, was turned down by the authorities. In his speech Mr Ter-Petrosyan reaffirmed his previously announced moratorium on rallies and repeated his readiness to engage in dialogue with the authorities after the release of all “political prisoners”. Plans to hold a massive rally to commemorate the 1 March were announced at the conference.  

The Armenian Justice Ministry’s Service for the Mandatory Execution of Judicial Acts decided to suspend the sale of “Bjni” Mineral Water Company which belongs to opposition supporter, MP Khachatur Suqiasyan, who is wanted by the police in connection with the March events. The company was put up for auction after it failed to pay the fines imposed by tax authorities. The suspension was applied after the company successfully filed for bankruptcy protection. 

On 26 December, Parliament adopted in the third and final reading the draft law on Yerevan which defines the capital city as a community with the indirect election of its mayor. Elections for the municipality councillors and the mayor should be held by December 2009. 

2.  Council of Europe action

Council of Europe media law experts, accompanied by the SRSG, held intensive discussions with Parliament and Ministry of Economy on 1-3 December on proposed amendments to the Law on TV and Radio.
3.  Other action – co-operation and co-ordination with partner organisations

On 5-6 December, the Council of Europe (DG-HL), under CoE-EU joint programmes and in co-operation with the Helsinki Committee of Armenia, organised a seminar on the Relationship between Media and Police in Tsakhkadzor. The SRSG attended the seminar and made an opening and introductory speech.

Together with the UN, the OSCE, the EC and the HRD the CoE Office co-hosted a reception on 10 December to mark the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

4.  Activities of the Information Office

Preparation and translation of 3 press releases for the website and dissemination.

Translation and summarising of the articles from the print press for the daily news digest on the website under http://www.coe.am/digests.php?date=26-04-2008 . 

Update of the website:

The following 13 documents (conventions and protocols) were translated and posted under the “Signed and Ratified documents” section of the IOCE website:

 http://www.coe.am/index.php?cat_id=37 

· Anti-Doping Convention

· European Convention on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Revised)

· Protocol No.2 to ECHR

· Protocol No.3 to ECHR

· Protocol No.5 to ECHR

· Protocol No. 8 to ECHR

· Protocol No.11 to ECHR

· Sixth Protocol to the General Agreement on Privileges and Immunities of the Council of Europe

· Convention on the Recognition of Qualifications Concerning Higher Education in the European Region

· Additional Protocol to the Criminal Law Convention on Corruption

· European Convention on the Transfer of Proceedings in Criminal Matters

· Convention on the Transfer of Sentenced Persons

· European Convention on Spectator Violence and Misbehaviour at Sports Events and in particular at Football Matches

Organisation 

On 9 December, the IOCE held a presentation on the Council of Europe for around 30 participants of the Pan Armenian Youth Forum in Tsakhkadzor. Presentations for MA students in the Sociology Department of the Yerevan State University were concluded. 

On 10 December, the IOCE held a 5th puppet play to raise awareness and advocate abolition of corporal punishment against children in Yerevan, at Boarding School N1.

The IOCE carried out the Armenian voice-over of the TV spot on Death Penalty and preparation of a new spot based on DC provided TV interviews to be broadcast in Yerevan and in the regions through Internews regional TV network. 

· Statistics of the office: 
General information/library – 12 visitors, 200 phone inquiries ECtHR information – 2 persons

Website: www.coe.am 

-     Total Hits: 42731/ Average Hits per Day: 1378/ Average Visitor per Day: 45
-     Total Visitors: 1395
Ms Silvia ZEHE 
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +374 10 54 63 22 - Fax: +374 10 54 63 19 

E-mail: silvia.zehe@coe.int

Baku
1. Political and legislative developments
In the second half of December, a number of important steps took place concerning potential amendments to the Constitution. One of these points was the abolition of the restriction to a two-term mandate only for presidential office. Following an official motion in Parliament by members of the ruling Yeni Azerbaijan Party (YAP), the amendments were referred to the Constitutional Court for opinion. The latter ruled favourably on the draft amendments in a plenary session on 25 December. On 26 December, Parliament resumed discussion on the referendum planned for 18 March 2009. On 30 December, the Central Election Commission (CEC) adopted its work plan for the referendum.

On 15 December, the OSCE/ODIHR issued its Election Observation Mission Final Report concerning the presidential elections held on 15 October. While remarking that the election marked considerable progress towards meeting OSCE commitments and other international standards, in particular with regard to some technical aspects of election administration, the Report also states that the election process failed to meet some OSCE commitments. The most important criticism concerned the lack of robust competition and of vibrant political discourse, as well as the restrictive media environment.

On the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, though the OSCE Ministerial Meeting held in Helsinki in early December did not adopt a resolution, the Foreign Ministers of the co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk Group (France, Russia and the US) issued a joint declaration on 4 December, emphasising the need for a peaceful solution to the conflict and welcoming the positive momentum established during the meeting of the Presidents of Armenia and Azerbaijan in Moscow on 2 November. It further called for finalisation of the Madrid Basic Principles in order to subsequently begin drafting a comprehensive peace settlement, as well as for the pulling back of snipers from the Line of Contact.

On 30 December, the National TV and Radio Council (NTRC) took the final decision to stop the broadcasting of foreign radio channels on national frequencies as of 1 January 2009. This concerned in particular the BBC, Radio Liberty and Voice of America who were put off air from FM at midnight of 31 December 2008. 

Two imprisoned media professionals, the brothers Ganimat and Sakit Zahidov were temporarily released from prison for a few days in early December in order to attend the funeral ceremonies of their deceased father. This was the first time that such a temporary release had been granted to prisoners in Azerbaijan. 

On 12 December, MONEYVAL issued a public statement on non-compliance by Azerbaijan due to deficiencies in its anti-money laundering/combating the financing of terrorism (AML/CFT) regime. The draft law passed in second reading on 31 October does not comply in a comprehensive manner with key international standards. MONEYVAL further called on its member states and other countries to advise their financial institutions to pay special attention by applying enhanced due diligence to transaction with persons and financial institutions from or in Azerbaijan in order to address the ML/FT risks. This was the first time that MONEYVAL had had to resort to such a measure.

Major court-related developments included the beginning of the execution of interim measures granted by the European Court of Human Rights under its Rule 39 to Ali Insanov, former Minister of Health, who complained of serious health problems, as well as the rejection by the Supreme Court of a claim filed by Farhad Aliyev, former Minister of Economic Development, who equally complained of health issues.

2. Council of Europe action
On 2-3 December, the Conference of Ministers responsible for Culture of the CoE member states was held in Baku. The Conference was organised on the theme of “Intercultural dialogue as a basis for peace and sustainable development in Europe and its neighbouring regions”. The Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev and the Council of Europe Secretary General Terry Davis inaugurated the conference. During his visit to Baku, the CoE Secretary General also held a number of high-level bilateral meetings with the Azerbaijani authorities.

On 2-4 December, in co-operation with the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Police Academy, a “train-the-trainers” course for police officers from the capital and the regions was conducted in Baku.

On 8-12 December, the CPT undertook an ad hoc visit to Azerbaijan. The main objective of the visit was to review improvements made in the light of the recommendations in the reports on previous CPT visits to Azerbaijan concerning the treatment of prisoners – including inmates sentenced to life imprisonment – and psychiatric patients.

On 12 December, the AZPAC Steering Committee meeting planned the next six months of project activities, with the participation of the SRSG, the co-donor USAid, as well as the national beneficiary, namely the Commission Combating Corruption (CCC). 

The same day, an event on assistance to government agencies took place under the AZPAC project to provide the relevant agencies with the reporting template.

Throughout the reporting month, international experts from the Basel Institute of Governance visited Baku and held numerous bilateral meetings with national counterparts to prepare the Microsystem Studies, as envisaged in the AZPAC project.

Also in the reporting month, the Information Office finalised the training seminars for students and young lawyers on the European Convention on Human Rights. The participants were awarded with attendance certificates on 10 December.

3. Other action / co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations
Throughout December, the SRSG met with a number of counterparts from the national and international community (authorities, diplomatic corps and international organisations, as well as civil society).

On 3 December, the SRSG met with the EC National Indicative Program/ENP Action Plan Implementation Mission visiting Baku from Brussels.

On 10 December, the SRSG attended the Conference on the Court Monitoring Project undertaken by the Institute of Peace and Democracy (Second Civil Forum “Democratic Freedoms in Azerbaijan in the Year of Elections – Forecast for the Future”).

On 11-12 December, the SRSG opened the Judicial Conference organised by the OSCE in Baku, which included the participation of the Azerbaijani judge at the ECtHR and the discussion on ECHR judgments related to Azerbaijan.

On 12 December, the SRSG gave an exclusive, 45-minute interview to Radio “Azadlig”. Questions asked were related to various issues, including the MONEYVAL statement concerning Azerbaijan.

Statistics: The office translated 2 press releases and sent daily media monitoring to headquarters. It also provided CoE promotional material and publications to the local Children’s Rights Legal Clinic and the Regional Book Society. The office answered 89 requests by phone, including 22 from journalists and on general information on the CoE, as well as 19 requests on the ECtHR and application procedures. It further welcomed 52 visitors, including 4 journalists and 6 NGO representatives to establish relations with the office and 15 university students and 4 scholars to visit the CoE library, as well as 23 persons wishing to obtain an ECtHR application form. The web site registered 766 hits (422 users).

Ms Veronika KOTEK
Special Representative of the SG
Tel: +994 124 975 489 - Fax: +994 124 975 475
E-mail: veronika.kotek@coe.int     


Sarajevo

1.  Political and legislative developments

On 10 December, the Presidency adopted the 2009 State level budget by two votes against one (the Serb member of the tripatite Presidency, M. Radmanovic). Contrary to the proposal made by the Council of Ministers, the budget proposal was increased by 200 million BAM (around 1 million euros), of which 97 million are foreseen to support refugee return. The draft budget will now be submitted to the BiH Parliamentary Assembly.
On 4 December, the House of Peoples confirmed the appointment of Jasminka Dzumhur, (Bosniak) and Ivo Bradvica (Croat) as Human Rights Ombudsmen (Ljubomir Sandic, Serb, had already been appointed by both Houses of Parliament). This represents the first step in the full implementation of the 2006 BiH Law on the Ombudsman for Human Rights, a Council of Europe post accession requirement for Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The conflict between the Republika Srpska (RS) and the Office of the High Representative (OHR) continues to escalate. In response to the RS decision to press criminal charges against Principal Deputy High Representative Raffi Gregorian and several other officials, the Ambassadors of the Peace Implementation Council stated on 28 November that the “international community will not be intimidated”, qualifying the move as an attempt to prevent the OHR from fulfilling its mandate. International and national prosecutors, working in the BiH State Court, are currently investigating the construction of the RS government building and the first section of the Banja Luka-Gradiška highway. 
On 1 December, the RS Constitutional Court accepted to examine a request by the Bosniak caucus in the RS Council of Peoples to determine whether the Bosniak vital national interest concerning amendments to the July Constitutional law on flag, coat of arms and anthem was violated. The Constitutional decision is required to decide this claim within 30 days.

On 1 December, there were calls for new elections after leaders in Bosnia’s Federation entity, doubled the salaries of Federal government officials and parliament deputies as from 1 January 2009 despite a looming economic crisis. Calls for a campaign of ‘civil disobedience’ came from Bosnian trade unions, non-governmental organisations and media. In order to secure funds for the salary hike, the law allows the sacrifice of other budgetary resources, such as international grants, loans as well as counterpart funding for joint development projects. 

 
In recent weeks, several leading Bosnian companies sacked more than 700 workers, while several other firms have announced they will have to reduce both production and staff. In light of this, the government of Republika Srpska has already adopted a set of “saving measures” including a 10 percent cut for all top government and parliament officials.

The media reported that Representatives of the HDZ 1990 in the FBiH Parliament will propose amendments to the FBiH Law on Entity Government, aimed to introduce veto in the work of the FBiH Government. The President of the FBiH House of House of Peoples, Stjepan Kresic, stated that BiH Croats could no longer accept the functioning of the FBiH Government based on outvoting of Croat ministers in the decision-making process. 

On 9 December, the Prime Ministers of Herzegovina-Neretva canton, West Herzegovina  and Canton 10 cantons announced the establishment of an inter-cantonal Council by the end of the year in order to co-ordinate policies and activities on matters of common interest to their communities. The BiH Party of Democratic Action (SDA, Bosniak) immediately condemned this initiative as another attempt at establishing a third entity, which is contrary to the Dayton and Washington constitutions.

On the night of 7 to 8 December, a mosque was destroyed by fire in the eastern Bosnian village of Fazlagica Kula, near the town of Trebinje in Republika Srpska. The investigation is still on-going but early indications point to an electrical fault rather than arson.

On 10 December, the Basic Court in Banja Luka held its final hearing in the case of the Islamic Community BiH against Republika Srpska (RS) and the City of Banja Luka.  The Islamic Community had filed a law suit already in 2000, but the Court scheduled the first hearing only seven years later, after the BiH Constitutional Court ordered it to do so. The judgement of the Court is expected in February 2009.

2.  Council of Europe action
On 1 December, the SRSG attended a roundtable on BiH Constitutional Reform, organised in Sarajevo by a Hungarian Think tank, the International Centre for Democratic Transition. 

On 2 December, the SRSG attended a conference on the occasion of the 4th Anniversary of the Local Democracy Agency Mostar, dedicated to the integration of children with special needs in the Mostar educational system. 

On 10 December, on the occasion of the celebration of the 60th anniversary of the 1948 UN declaration on Human Rights, the SRSG attended a conference organised by the BiH PA Joint Commission for Human Rights in co-operation with the CoE. Representatives of missing persons associations, including from Croatia and Serbia, were also present. 

On 10 December, the SRSG attended the ceremony of the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina marking the International Day of Human Rights.

On 12 December, the SRSG attended a conference marking the International Anticorruption Day, organised by Transparency International. One of the GRECO Bureau members made a presentation of GRECO activities.

On 16 December, the SRSG opened the seminar on the European Social Charter, organised by the CoE (DG-HL) and the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

On 17 December, the CoE office attended the first Conference of Ministers of Justice in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The main purpose of this Conference, foreseen to be organised twice a year within the framework of the Justice Sector Reform Strategy in BiH (2009-2013), is to monitor implementation of the Strategy, as well as to provide overall political and strategic guidelines.  

3.  Other actions with International Organisations
Throughout the month, the SRSG had regular contacts with members of the IC. The SRSG also attended meetings of the Board of Principals, on 4 and 11 December.

CoE Office activities

16-17 December, Fojnica, training session for judges and prosecutors on “The role of judge in the world today”. This training session is part of the CIDA-financed Judicial and Prosecutorial Training Centres (JPTCs) Project (CEAD 24901). Within the same project, library resources for both JPTCs were purchased and delivered on 16 December to the beneficiaries (CEAD 18874).

15 December, Sarajevo, the CoE information officer attended the Conference “The Decade of Roma Inclusion Initiative – Good practice and Challenges” organised by the OSCE and on 18 December the conference “Media and Roma: “how to raise awareness of the general public” organised by Media Plan Institute.
16 December, Sarajevo, Seminar on the European Social Charter. Organised by the CoE and the BiH Ministry of Human Rights following the recent ratification of the Charter, this seminar aimed at providing assistance to the authorities for drafting the first State Report on the Revised Social Charter. 

4. Council of Europe visibility

Regular monitoring of the three main newspapers (Dnevni avaz, Nezavisne novine and Dnevni list) and the main TV stations showed that media marked the International Human Rights Day of 10 December by pointing out all of the important human rights issues for BiH such as missing persons, decertified police officers, change of the discriminating provisions of the BiH Constitution, etc.
On 2 December, the SRSG was interviewed by the local TV in Mostar on integration of children with special needs into the school system. On 10 December, the SRSG and the BiH Judge of the European Court of Human Rights participated in the BiH Radio show “Colour of the Wind”. On 9 December, the SRSG gave an interview for Radio BM Zenica for the show “Forum”.

The exhibition “Stop Domestic Violence against Women” is displayed in the BiH Parliamentary Assembly in the framework of the 16 days of activities against domestic violence. During this period, the Domestic violence spot was broadcast by the BiH TV station. 

Web site 

The website was updated on a regular basis inter alia through facts sheets translated into BCS on hate speech and on wearing of religious symbols.

Ms Caroline RAVAUD
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +387 33 264 360 or 361 - Fax: +387 33 233 937
E-mail:
 caroline.ravaud@coe.int

Tbilisi

1.  Political and Legislative Developments

Prime Minister Grigol Mgaloblishvili announced at an evening briefing on 5 December that Grigol Vashadze would become the new Foreign Minister thus replacing Eka Tkeshelashvili. He added that Defence Minister Davit Kezerashvili has been dismissed, and his Deputy, Batu Kutelia, will now be acting Defence Minister. Also, as part of the cabinet reshuffle, Education Minister Ghia Nodia was replaced by Nika Gvaramia, a former Justice Minister. 

On 9 December, the Georgian Prime Minister introduced Nikoloz Rurua, who formerly worked on defence and security issues, as the new Minister of Culture and Lasha Zhvania, ruling party MP, as Minister of Economic Development (replacing Eka Sharashidze). 
Eka Tkeshelashvili, the former Foreign Minister, will assume the new position of Chief of the State Security Council. 
The newly elected parliament of the Adjara Autonomous Republic, the Supreme Council, held its inaugural session on 2 December and re-elected Mikheil Makharadze.
On 8 December, the New Rights Party and the Republican Party of Georgia established an alliance following their agreement concerning main political, strategic and tactical issues. 

On 17 December, President Saakashvili said that the authorities are not considering the possibility of organising early parliamentary elections next year.

TV Maestro started broadcasting political programming on 2 December. The small TV station was granted the required licence by the Georgian National Communications Commission (GNCC). 

Ilia II, the Patriarch of the Georgian Orthodox Church, said upon his arrival back from Moscow that the Georgian authorities should take advantage of, as he put it, positive momentum from his visit and continue a dialogue with Russia. He told journalists late on 11 December, that during his meeting with Russian President Dmitry Medvedev he had discussed a broad range of problems in the bilateral relations between Georgia and Russia. 

The Georgian Interior Ministry reported on 1 December that South Ossetian militias opened “intensive fire” in the direction of Georgian villages located on the administrative border south-east of Tskhinvali. According to the Georgian side the Georgian police did not return fire. However, de facto authorities in South Ossetia claimed that the Georgian side opened fire from the villages of Nikozi and Kveshi 
The Russian Armed Forces re-entered Perevi on the breakaway South Ossetian administrative border on 12 December, only some hours after having pulled back from the village. After the Russian troops retook the village, EUMM announced that “the renewed Russian military occupation of Perevi is incompatible with the provisions of the Sarkozy-Medvedev peace plan” and called on Moscow to pull back troops from the village “without delay”. 
An OSCE patrol armed vehicle was fired on 11 December a few kilometres from the South Ossetian administrative border. According to the OSCE mission’s spokesperson there were no casualties as a result of the incident.

2.  Council of Europe action

Between 8 and 13 December, the Advisory Committee on the Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities organised its first visit to Georgia to assess the current situation concerning minority issues. 
Co-ordination and Implementation meetings were organised by DG IV in Tbilisi and Gori from 14 to 17 December in the framework of the immediate action for cultural heritage in the conflict zone in Georgia. During the meetings, the CoE and Georgian side discussed the Rehabilitation Plan for Nikozi village, Guidelines for the Reconstruction Process in the Conflict Zone, and the Local and Regional Development Plan for Gori Municipality.
3.  Other Action/co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations 

On 19 December, the SRSG was invited by GYLA to participate in discussions concerning “Rights of Free and Fair Elections in Georgia in 2008.”

During December, the SRSG had meetings with representatives of OSCE, UNDP, EC and French Embassy concerning restitution of property of different congregations present in Georgia. In addition the SRSG held several meetings with Ambassadors posted in Tbilisi to discuss the current situation in Georgia with a focus on minority issues. 

On 10 December, the SRSG attended a public debate on “Human Rights and Justice in Georgia” organised by the Heinrich Boll Foundation. 

On 18 December, the SRSG actively participated at the inauguration session of the Task Force for Regional Development. The same day, the SRSG had a meeting with the representatives of the Rehabilitation and Research Centre for Torture Victims from Denmark who presented a new project concerning monitoring of the situation in the prisons. The SRSG also had a meeting with a representative of ECMI in order to analyse a project dedicated to the Meskhetian issue.

4.  Activities of the Information Office
Seminars and conferences co-organised by the IOCE

1-5 December - Final stage of 2nd Radio Quiz (in co-operation with Radio Green Wave) and awarding ceremony of second stage winners (CEAD-25057).

Publications 
1-24 December - Pre-print preparation and printing of Human Rights Manual for the Prosecutors (DGHL/IOCE) (CEAD-20967).

1-30 December - Re-print of HR related five publications: Guides to the implementation Articles 3, 5, 8, 10 to the ECHR and 4 volumes of Selected Judgments of the European Court of Human Rights (CEAD- 24760). 
Statistics of IOCE 
50
- Press releases issued;  

58
- Visitors;  

680
- CoE promotional material distributed; 

348
- Phone calls responded;     

540
- Replies of IO by mail;

1
- Secretariat, CoE Mission highlighted in media;

1
- Press-article published;

9
- ECtHR related visits.

Website (www.coe.ge):

	Summary 

	Reported period
Month Dec 2008

First visit
01 Dec 2008 - 00:03

Last visit
22 Dec 2008 - 07:56

 

Unique visitors

Number of visits

Pages

Hits

Bandwidth

Traffic viewed *

 3581
6320
(1.76 visits/visitor)

37038
(5.86 Pages/Visit)

177969
(28.15 Hits/Visit)

3.22 GB
(533.75 KB/Visit)



	


Mr Igor GAON

Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +995 32 98 54 40 - Fax: +995 32 98 96 57

E-mail: igor.gaon@coe.int
Chisinau

1.  Political and legislative developments

On 4 December, the Government refused the initiative for amending Article 81 of the Constitution of the RM to prevent overlapping of the functions of President of the State and Political Party Leader in the future. The parliamentary majority rejected the Moldova Noastra Alliance’s proposal to consider setting a date for the next parliamentary elections for 22 March 2009.

The “Vox Populi” survey relevant for the period November-December 2008 indicates the following allocation of electoral support: the Communist Party of the Republic of Moldova (CPRM) 21%, the Moldova Noastra Alliance (MNA) 9%, the Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova (LDPM) 8%, the Liberal Party (LP) 7% and the Democratic Party (DP), the People's Party of the Christian Democrats (PPCD) and the Social Democratic Party (SDP) 3% each. The research also shows that only 49% of the voters would exercise their right to vote if the elections were held in December 2008.

The league for Defence of Human Rights in Moldova will monitor the parliamentary elections in 2009 providing 37 long-term and 2000 short term observers.
President Vladimir Voronin on 24 December handed over to Igor Smirnov, leader of the breakaway region of Transnistria for consideration: the Draft Declaration on the principles and guarantees for settlement of the conflict, the Draft Law on the status of Transnistria, eight Confidence building initiatives and a Proposal for demilitarization, disarmament and social rehabilitation of the military personnel. Voronin and Smirnov also agreed their next meeting to be organised in March 2009 as well as to continue the consultations in the so called “two plus one format”. On 17 December, the Government extended the period of declaration and custom clearance for the goods imported and exported by the economic agents from Tansnsitrian region until 31 December 2009.  

 

The Parliament at its session held on 4 December adopted in first reading amendments to the Law on Citizenship, tightening the conditions for renouncing the nationality of the Republic of Moldova. The Strategy on the civil society development 2008-2011 was adopted by the national legislator on 11 December. It also adopted in final reading on 19 December the new Education Code. The new Law on Public Prosecutor’s Service and the Law on amendment and completion of some legislative acts regarding the reform of the organisation and operation of the Superior Council of Magistrates including the Board of Qualification and Evaluation of Judges and the Disciplinary Board were adopted in final reading at the session of the Parliament held on 25 December.

Vladimir Filat, Leader of the Liberal Democratic Party of Moldova on 16 December challenged for the second time the citizenship and election legislation before the Constitutional Court on the basis of the ECtHR judgment of 18 November 2008 “Chirtoaca and Tanase v. Moldova”. The first attempt was rejected by the Court because of certain formal irregularities of the initiative for carrying out constitutional compliance review of the respective legislation.

On 16 December, eight prominent media NGOs expressed concern about the decision of the Audiovisual Coordination Council of 11 December not to renew the broadcasting licence of the PRO TV Station. The Audiovisual Coordination Council informed on 19 December that the broadcasters “whose licences expire in November-December 2008 shall be permitted to work as before, on legal grounds, until the end of the 2009 parliamentary election campaign, and contest for obtaining new licenses will be announced only after the elections”. The Court of Appeal on 30 December rejected the claim of the PRO TV Station regarding the Audiovisual Coordination Council decision not to renew its broadcasting licence.  

According to the Transparency International Moldova, some of the anti-corruption laws neglect the international standards. The World Bank informed on 26 December that it had to cancel a credit for the Government Road Sector Programme amounting US $ 11 million because of mis-procurement.

The Association of Historians of Moldova on 20 December requested withdrawal of the integrated history textbooks from the schools. The Association considers among the other that “the authors of the textbooks did not take into account the observations made by the Experts of the Council of Europe”.

To be followed next month: establishment of the date for holding of the national elections in 2009 and the developments regarding the Security Zone.
2.  Council of Europe action

The conference on the Democratic responsibility of media during the election campaign organised in partnership with the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova was held on 1 December. Participants included representatives of the Central Election Commission and Co-ordinating Council of Audio-visual, including the heads of these two institutions, representatives of the parliament, different political parties and media organisations, civil society, and relevant international organisations. The discussions focused on the role of media regulatory bodies in pre-electoral period, the need to ensure plurality of views and equal access of all the candidates and political parties to different media outlets, and the role of the civil society in ensuring transparency of the electoral process. 

A roundtable to assist the Bar Association in setting up a training system for lawyers was organised on 3 December. It was focused on the European standards and best practices in training of the legal profession. Also the participants profoundly discussed the possible ways of implementation of initial and continuing professional training of lawyers including training institutions, accreditation, methods of training, evaluation and monitoring, responsibility, etc. It was agreed that the Bar Association would set up a working group for drafting the Concept of training of lawyers in co-operation with the CoE which should be proposed for adoption at the Congress of lawyers in 2009. 
An Expert meeting on legal aid in the Republic of Moldova took place on 15 December. It dealt with the new regulations and by-laws for implementation of the Law on state-guaranteed legal aid.
A working group meeting for setting up the monitoring system for assessment of legal aid services was held on 16 December. The representatives of the Ministry of Justice, President, secretary and members of the National Council on State Guaranteed Legal Aid, lawyers as well as co-ordinators of four territorial offices of the National Council on State Guaranteed Legal Aid were introduced with the principles of assessment of legal aid services in the member states. 
The 3rd meeting of the Steering Committee was organised on 10 December. It was aimed to evaluate the work undertaken in the framework of the Programme, to assess the achieved results, to review the Implementation Workplan and to discuss possibilities of project prolongation. 
The team of four national consultants and two CoE experts continued in December to provide permanent assistance and advice to the MoJ on legal drafting, in particular on standards for developing legal regulations in the area of justice. 

The last out of 16 sessions of a four-day continuous training courses for judges and prosecutors on the ECHR took place from 2 to 5 December. The agenda of the training included inter alia introduction with key concepts of the ECHR, principles and the interpretation of the ECHR and their impact on national legislation and legal practice, and specific human rights under the ECHR. The presentation of relevant ECtHR case-law on cases in respect of Moldova aimed at increasing judges’ awareness of the problems in the current national jurisprudence which in turn lead to ECHR violations. The respective series of training involved 370 judges and prosecutors. 

The 4th National Anticorruption Conference “Progresses and Perspectives in Curbing Corruption” was organised in co-operation with the Centre to Combat Economic Crimes and Corruption from 9 to 10 December. It assessed the efficiency of anticorruption measures undertaken in 2008 and identified priorities for 2009. CEAD 21055.

The Centre for Analyses and Prevention of Corruption (CAPC) supported by the CoE continued corruption proofing of acts submitted to the Parliament for examination and adoption. 14 legislative and normative acts were examined, including the draft law on amendments to the Criminal and Criminal Procedure Codes, Fiscal Code, Law on Constitutional Court and Code of constitutional jurisdiction, draft law on public symbols. 

A Draft Guide for the Financial Investigation Unit on enhancement of the data protection, the data quality, the disaster recovery plans and the reporting system was delivered in December to the centre for Combating Economic Crime and Corruption for further processing. 

3.  Activities of the Information Office 

 Statistics of the office: 

·  a/ Applications and specific documents on the ECHR were given to 19 persons at the IOCE premises. b/ required documents on general issues: registered 12 sent on request: ​10

· Visitors to the Office:  19

· Visitors to the library: 31

· Donation of publication/materials: 860 copies
· Press releases translated and sent to mass media  : 9
Seminars/conferences/workshops etc…
12 December – A concert “Raise your hands against smacking” organised by the IOCE at the National Philharmonic Theatre of the Republic of Moldova, the last activity organised within the Action Days launching and promoting the CoE campaign against corporal punishment of children. The event gathered students, representatives of civil society and large public. During the event, publications and promotional materials produced within campaign by IOCE were distributed.  
10-27 December -  national voiceover and broadcasting of TV spot “Raise your hands against smacking” and  TV spot within Death penalty abolishing Campaign in the period 10-28 December 2008 in conformity with the established broadcasting grid  on the National TV Channel Moldova 1. 

Media


26 December – participation of IOCE director in a Radio broadcasting on achieving CoE priorities and activities in 2008, organised by the National Radio Station.

26 December – participation of IOCE Director in a highly popular live TV talk show “Buna Seara” at the National TV Moldova.

30 December – participation of IOCE Director in a radio programme “Dor de Moldova” at the National Radio Station on the cultural values shared by the Republic of Moldova and other European  states.

Mr Vladimir RISTOVSKI
Special Representative of the SG
Tel: +373 22 202 304 or +373 22 202 212 374 - Fax: +373 22 202 305
E-mail: vladimir.ristovski@coe.int

Belgrade

1.  Political developments

The EULEX mission officially started its two-year mandate on 9 December. There were no incidents in Kosovo or in Serbia. In Belgrade, only the Minister for Kosovo Bogdanovic made an announcement, while the opposition criticized the deployment of EULEX, inter alia, as the final act in separating Kosovo from Serbia. Bogdanovic said that he expected that EULEX would make additional efforts for the security of the Serb community. State Secretary for Kosovo Ivanovic repeated that in the northern part of Kosovo and in the Serb enclaves, EULEX would at the beginning only be present in symbolic numbers. Serbia requested NATO review the Kumanovo agreement of 1999 which created a neutral zone along the administrative border of Kosovo. The Serb request was ignored by NATO. 

ICTY Chief Prosecutor Brammertz reported to the UNSC on 12 December on the achieved progress in Serbia’s co-operation with the Court. Brammertz said that Serbia’s co-operation with the ICTY has improved significantly over the past six months, but that the two remaining war crimes indictees, Ratko Mladic and Goran Hadzic, must be apprehended as soon as possible. 

The Russian energy deal which was negotiated in January 2008, and which provides for the selling to the Russians of the Serb Petrol Industry (NIS), as well as the building of the South Stream gas pipeline through Serbia and the building an underground gas storage facility, is creating cracks in the governmental coalition. Deputy PM and Economy Minister Dinkic resigned from the negotiating team because the government did not support his position that the sale of the Serbian Oil Industry (NIS) to Russia’s Gazprom should not be made before receiving firm guarantees that the sale would be only one part of a wider energy agreement. 

Due to the chaotic situation in the Parliament, the lack of a quorum resulted in the legislative work suffering important delays. However, thanks to the constructive approach of one of the opposition parties, the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), the quorum was secured on 22 December when the Parliament adopted a whole set of laws on the reforms of the judiciary. This was followed by a debate on the Law on budget which was adopted on 29 December. 

2.  Council of Europe action 

Strengthening Institutional Framework for Local Government Project and CoE experts participated in the Conference “A Forward-Looking Administration for a European Serbia – Public Administration Reform 2009-2012”, organised by the Ministry of Public Administration and Local Self Government (MPALSG) in Belgrade, on 1-2 December. The Project also organised two roundtables; first “Enhancing the work of the Commission for Financing of Local self-governments” together with the Standing Conference of Towns and Municipalities (SCTM) on 4 December in Belgrade; and second “Communal Police – New City Function” on 5 December. The Project held the Final Meeting of the joint Programme with SCTM on 8 December to present the current Programme’s activities and results, but also the Project’s new Programme and its Phase 2, to be implemented during the period of 2009-2011. All activities within the Capacity Building Programme have been successfully completed. 

Under the joint EAR/CoE media assistance programme for Serbia, Human Rights and Media Project, in co-operation with the Serbian Parliament’s Committee for Culture and Media, organised a roundtable on 11 December about the European Convention for Transfrontier Television (ECTT) and draft Law on Media Concentration and Transparency of Media Ownership, for parliamentarians at the Parliament premises. The Project Officer held meetings at the Culture Ministry with the members of Working Group (WG) for preparation of the draft Law on Unlawful Concentration and Publicity of the Ownership of Public Media. The Project took part in a debate in the central town of Kragujevac on the International Human Rights Day on 10 December, as well as in a panel discussion on different criteria for liberalization of visa regime between the EU and Serbia, organised by the Open Society Fund and NGO 484 on 12 December. 

Support to Parliamentary Institutions (SPI) Project, together with the Serbian Parliament’s Committee for European Integration, organised a roundtable “Serbia in the Process of European Integration”, in the northern town of Novi Sad, on 15 December, with high ranking state officials and diplomats participating. 
Strengthening Higher Education Reform in Serbia (SHE) Project organised an expert meeting on 15 December in Belgrade with selected Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) about the pilot activity on HEIs’ self-evaluation. SHE Project held a second meeting of the WG for National Qualifications Framework (NQF) on 17 December to discuss Serbian QF and assign tasks within the WG for preparing more detailed document for the next meeting with CoE experts planned for early 2009. The Project also participated in the students’ conference on 18 December, as well as organised participation of two CoE experts at the students’ “Training seminar for the students’ representatives” on 19-20 December where the CoE experts presented the general context of students organising and held two workshops. The Project presented its achievements and future activities at the “National Conference on Higher Education and Implementation of Bologna Reform” organised by the Education Ministry on 24 December, for universities and faculties, NGOs, IOs and other relevant institutions. 

Prison Reform Project organised two separate, two-day training seminars for 15 members of the treatment staff from penal juvenile institutions in central Serbian towns of  Valjevo and Krusevac, about the implementation of individual treatment programs designed for treatment staff from juvenile facilities. Association of System Therapists of Serbia conducted the training, based on 10 two-day sessions, with first held on 8-9 December and second on 22-23 December. 

3.  Other action/co-operation with partner organisations 

Together with the Minister for Public Administration and Local Self-Government, the SRSG opened a roundtable on Communal Police on 5 December, jointly organised by this Ministry and the Office’s Project on Strengthening Local Self-Government. As part of the same project, the SRSG also opened the Final Meeting about the implementation of the Project’s Phase 2 (2009-2011). 

To mark the International Human Rights Day, the Office launched the CoE campaign against corporal punishment of children on 10 December, together with partners who are supporting the campaign in the country, the Serbian Government’s Council for Child’s Rights and SEE Regional Office of Save the Children Norway. 

Both the SRSG and DSRSG intensified their regular diplomatic activities due to frequent diplomatic events and briefings organised at the end of the year.

4.  Council of Europe Profile
Almost all dailies reported on 2-3 December that Vojvodina’s “First Minister” Bojan Pajtic received an award by the CoE Congress of Local and Regional Authorities for encouraging female entrepreneurship. 

Borba daily cited on 2 December the CoE representative at the conference in Belgrade on public administration reform, as saying that “a strong state is a requisite for stronger local self-government, because it sets the frame for decentralization and guarantees a high standard of services for the citizens.”

PACE rapporteur Dick Marty is soon to visit Belgrade, Priština and Tirana to investigate the alleged harvesting of human organs of those kidnapped and detained during and after 1999 Kosovo conflict, Glas javnosti daily reported on 8 December. Daily Dnevnik carried a statement on 9 December by the spokesman of the War Crimes Prosecutor’s Office on the intention of his Office to establish co-operation with Mr Marty on this case.

Dnevnik daily cited the Secretary General’s statement for the International Human Rights Day, as saying that “In principle, human rights are universal and inviolable, but in practice, a lot yet needs to be done so that they may be equally respected everywhere in the world”. 

News agencies Fonet, Beta, Tanjug, but also B92 (tv, web, radio), as well as Serbian State Television (RTS) carried extensive reports on 10 December, about marking of the International Human Rights Day when the CoE campaign on abolishing corporal punishment of children was launched at a news conference in the Serbian government, widely quoting the SRSG as saying that “Serbia is the third country in the region to start the campaign” and giving Greece as an example where “corporal punishment of children is treated as an assault on an adult”. 

Mr Constantin YEROCOSTOPOULOS
Special Representative of the SG

Tel: +381 11 3 088 411 - Fax: +381 11 3 086 494
E-mail: constantin.yerocostopoulos@coe.int  

Podgorica
1.  Political developments
European integration

On 15 December, Prime Minister Milo Djukanovic finally handed over to French President Nicolas Sarkozy the request of Montenegro for EU membership. All political parties in Montenegro welcomed the application’s submission. This formal act followed months of disputes about its timing, the country’s readiness for membership, etc. 

An expert meeting aimed at harmonization of the Individual Partnership Program for 2009/2010 between Montenegro and NATO was held in Brussels. Opinion polls still show a huge disapproval of NATO integration.

Internal politics

Following local elections in Kotor, the ruling Democratic Party of Socialists (DPS) signed a coalition agreement with the Liberal party (LP) and the Croatian civic initiative (HGI) which will provide the majority in the local Parliament. Local elections in Kotor were marked by disagreement between DPS and its coalition partner Socialist Democratic Party (SDP, led by Ranko Krivokapic, Speaker of the Parliament). Although both parties said it would not affect the DPS-SDP coalition at state level, the new Chief of the General Staff of Montenegrin Army was appointed without Krivokapic’s consent. 

Opposition leader Andrija Mandic (leader of coalition of pro- Serbian parties – “Serb list”) has called all “Serb” parties, NGO’s and the others who support that concept for unification into one single political party. The initiative was supported by Serb People’s Party (SNS) and NSS (People’s Serb Party). 

Government

The Government has approved a loan to the private bank “Prva banka” of over 40 million euros. Recently, the Electricity Company bought a package of shares in the bank which is also perceived by the public as a state grant. Movement for Changes submitted an initiative to the General State Prosecutor to open an investigation into the transaction. The Government claimed the transaction was done in accordance with the recently adopted Law on measures for protection of the banking system. 

Parliament

Following the initiative for dismissal from duty of the Secretary General of the Parliament, Milan Radovic (initiated by Movement for Changes, PZP), a hearing was held before the Parliamentary Committee for economy, finance and budget. Radovic presented the Report on use and managing of the finances of the Parliament in 2007. After a six-hour long debate, the Report was adopted by the votes of ruling coalition. Opposition representatives voted against since the Secretary did not present the key document which is the report done by State Audit institution. 

Legislative activities

During December the Parliament has adopted:

· Law on protection of personal data 

· Law on public broadcasting services 

· Defence Strategy of Montenegro

· Law on ratification of Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment

· Law on Foreigners

· Law on prevention of conflict of interests in public office

Upon the initiative of NGO MANS, the President returned the Law on prevention of conflict of interests in public office back to the Parliament for reconsideration. The Law was commented on twice by Council of Europe experts who expressed serious concerns over certain provisions.

Montenegro will offer out-of-court settlement to the families of victims of deportation from Montenegro in 1992, the President of the Supreme Court Vesna Medenica announced. Families and victims that survived deportation of Bosniaks / Muslims from Herceg Novi in May of 1992 filed more than 40 compensation charges against the state of Montenegro.  The issue has to be followed further as it relates to one of the most serious war crimes committed in Montenegro.

2.  Council of Europe in action
On 1 December, the SRSG and the CoE Office Legal advisor attended a consultative meeting called by EC Delegation in Podgorica. The EC delegation presented priorities and objectives under the EIDHR programme (European instruments for democratization and human rights) for Montenegro. 

The Legal Advisor took part in a two-day conference (9-10 December) on Human Rights in Montenegro, on the occasion of the celebration of the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights.

The SRSG and Legal Advisor took part in the Conference on Prevention of Family Violence on 11 December. 

On the occasion of the International Anti-corruption Day on 9 December, the SRSG attended a roundtable on Anti-corruption Policies in Montenegro, organised by the Directorate for Anti-corruption Initiative. It was attended by the Minister of Interior and the Heads of Missions of OSCE and UNDP, representatives of the National Commission for monitoring the Action plan for Implementation of the Programme for the Fight against Corruption and Organised Crime and representatives of international and non-governmental organisations. 
On 9 December, the SRSG took part in a roundtable on Montenegro and the EU. The event was attended by Deputy Prime Minister Gordana Djurovic, the Chairman of the Committee for European Integration and leader of the oppositional Socialist People’s Party, almost all EU Ambassadors, all main NGOs and media. In his statement, the SRSG mentioned that the recommendations of the European Institutions should be perceived as concern and expression of good will to assist the country to succeed in its European ambitions.
 

The final Draft on the Law on Local-self Government was appraised by the CoE experts and delivered to the Office in Podgorica on 15 December. The appraisal was made public at a round table organised by CoE/OSCE on 22-23 December in co-operation with the Government.
The Draft Code of Ethics Code of Conducts for Civil Servants and Elected Officials is prepared in close co-operation with Council of Europe and OSCE. The official presentation is planed for 2009. 
Mr Vladimir PHILIPOV

Special Representative of the SG
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Pristina

1.  Political and legislative developments

EULEX deployed Kosovo-wide on 9 December. Before deploying, the Head of Mission, Yves De Kermabon, said that “From that date UNMIK will switch off and EULEX will switch on.” The EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, Javier Solana, welcomed the deployment of EULEX which is the largest civilian mission ever launched under the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP). On 9 December, around 1,400 internationals, including Judges, Prosecutors, Police, Customs and Correctional Officers, were deployed throughout Kosovo supported by 500 local staff. Welcomed by both Pristina and Belgrade, there were nevertheless conditions set by both. While Pristina insisted on Kosovo-wide deployment, Belgrade insisted that EULEX not implement the Ahtisaari plan.

The six point dialogue initiated by the UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon continued to be the object of concern and discussion. While the Kosovo authorities categorically rejected discussions on the six points, Serb President Tadic, on the other hand, asked for urgent implementation of the six points. 

All dailies covered a peaceful protest in Pristina on 2 December against the deployment of EULEX under the UNMIK umbrella as well as the six point plan. Newspapers reported that this time the protesters were even harsher in their criticism against Kosovo’s institutional leaders, claiming that they are lying and dividing Kosovo for their own luxuries. 

At the end of the year all dailies reported on unrest and altercations taking place in Northern Kosovo following a stabbing of Kosovo Serb youth. Shops and cars were damaged and/or set on fire, shots were reported and ethnic groups were reported clashing. While the Kosovo authorities appealed for calm, explosions took place in the North shortly after the New Year. The events triggered harsh reactions from all sides; dailies reported that Oliver Ivanovic, State Secretary in the Serbian Ministry for Kosovo warned that the latest incidents are an omen for a “hot Spring”. 

In early December, Serbia reportedly called for a revision of the technical-military Kumanovo agreement (signed between NATO and Yugoslavia), including the provision of a 25 km no-fly zone which Serbian officials claimed are outdated. No action was taken by NATO following this request.
A new parliamentary group was formed from six of the parties representing Serbs in the Kosovo Assembly. Slavisa Petkovic the head of the Serb democratic party of Kosovo heads the parliamentary group.

President Fatmir Sejdiu appointed the leader of the Kosovo Protection Corps, General Sylejman Selimi as Commander of the newly established Kosovo Security Force (KSF). The establishment of KSF has been objected to by Serbia. 

Ten Albanian ex-KLA soldiers were arrested in the Presevo Valley in Serbia on suspicion of crimes committed against Serbs and other non-Albanians in Kosovo during the war in 1999. Kosovo’s institutions reacted harshly against the arrest. 

In mid-December, the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) sentenced former Minister of Culture, Astrit Haraqia, to five months in prison for contempt of court and intimidating a witness in the case against former Prime Minister Ramush Haradinaj.

Following the recognition of Kosovo by Micronesia a total of 53 States had recognised Kosovo at the end of the month, out of which 33 are CoE Member States.

To be followed next month: 

· Developments in terms of security in the North of Kosovo

2.  Council of Europe action 

Between 9 and 11 December, representatives of the European Committee for the prevention of torture and inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (CPT) held high-level talks in Pristina, in order to discuss the modalities to enable the CPT to continue its work in Kosovo in line with the existing Agreement between the Council of Europe and UNMIK. 

Final activities took place in the framework of the SIDA Project supporting the Ombudsperson Institution in Kosovo during the month of December. 

In the framework of the ongoing joint CoE/EC Project on Interculturalism and the Bologna Process (IBP) the first workshop for curriculum developers in Education for Democratic Citizenship/Human Rights Education was held in Pristina on 17-18 December. It was attended by 28 curriculum developers from Kosovo, the Teacher Training Institute, as well as representatives of the Pedagogical Institute, University, Teachers and Publishing houses.

The office and the IBP team co-organised a discussion for the Pristina Institute of Politics on the broader issue of education for democratic citizenship on 18 December. The HoO attended the PIPS ceremony where students were handed their diplomas, the HoO and the Director of PIPS also welcomed new students to the programme.

The Reconstruction Implementation Commission (RIC) received donations from the US Embassy, US Aid, French Embassy and the German Embassy. As a result, the RIC has successfully provided furniture for three priests’ houses in the key areas of Peje/Pec, Vushtrri/Vucitrn and Pristina. Specialist flooring works at two church sites in Skenderaj/Srbica and Prizren are reaching their conclusion and will allow greater functionality of these sites. 

A two-day training workshop was attended by 18 Kosovo institutions' technical staff to support the technical preparation of feasibility study reports for the potential rehabilitation of priority listed monuments. This links directly to the ongoing South East Europe Regional Programme for Cultural and Natural Heritage of which Kosovo is one of 9 stakeholders from the region.
3.  Other action/co-ordination and co-operation with partner organisations 
To mark International Human Rights day on 10 December and the 60-th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Advisory Office for Good Governance, Human Rights and Equal Opportunities (AOGG), in co-operation with the United Nations Agencies in Kosovo and the OSCE, organised a Conference on Human Rights launching The Human Rights Strategy and Action Plan of Kosovo which was adopted by the Kosovo authorities early December. The CoE had a meaningful contribution to the Strategy and Action Plan and the HoO spoke at the conference on the issue of applicable CoE mechanisms in Kosovo, namely the CPT and FCNM.

On 3 December, the AOGG presented the first draft of the National Disability Action Plan. 

The IBP education project team had several coordination meetings: with UNICEF education project manager and a consultant of UNESCO to discuss the coordination of project activities in the field of curriculum development; co-ordination of activities related to minorities were discussed with the European Centre of Minority Issues (ECMI) in Kosovo.
4.  General Security Situation 

Tensions remain heightened in the North of Kosovo and movement restrictions were recommended for the international community following incidents at the turn of the year, outlined above. No security incident was registered on the RIC sites during the month. 
Ms Nanna MAGNADOTTIR 

Head of Office
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1. Political and legislative developments 

Lustration Law

Despite heavy criticism from the opposition and concerns expressed by the international community, on 22 December, the Albanian parliament passed the Lustration Law by 74 votes in favour, two against and one abstention. The Socialist Party and other small opposition groups boycotted the vote, accusing the Democratic Party to use the law for its political and electoral purposes. 

The law establishes an “Authority for Checking Officials” and aims at removing from office elected and appointed senior public officials who were involved in the political structures of the communist regime. The list of those who will have to be verified includes the President, MPs, members of the Council of Ministers (including senior staff), senior civil service post, members of the High Council of Justice, judges, prosecutors, senior police and army officers, etc. If a person is found to have been involved in the activities (as listed in the law) of the communist regime, he may be dismissed. 

On 23 December, the Secretary General of the Council of Europe reacted to the passing of the law, stating that it had been pushed through in haste, not leaving enough time for discussions and expressing his concern with the injustice it may cause.  

Electoral Code

On 3 December, President Topi sent the Electoral Code back to the Parliament, asking it to revise certain procedures, related in particular to the beginning of the electoral campaign and election date. The Electoral Code, which was adopted in Parliament on 18 November, is criticised by many small political parties, which fear for their political survival following the changes introduced in the electoral system.

President Topi’s decision to send the Electoral Code to the parliament for revision provoked a negative reaction from the Democratic Party officials. Despite the President’s explanations that the code is in breach of the Constitution concerning the nine-month term for decreeing the elections. 

On 16 December, the ad-hoc Parliamentary Commission on Electoral Reforms was re-created and started to work on the new amendments to the Electoral Code. The Commission has no defined mandate, however the provisions of the Assembly allow for a maximum of eight weeks of its work. Prime Minister Berisha declared that he was ready to accept any compromise between the Socialist Party and the Socialist Movement of Integration on the electoral code, and that it was totally a matter of the two parties to come forward with a common decision. 

The SP has stated that they would boycott the Assembly until such time as the Electoral Code is re-submitted and passed into law.

Other developments

On 5 December, the High Court registered the General Prosecutor’s office lawsuit against former Minister of Public Works and Transports Lulzim Basha, currently Minister for Foreign Affairs, and the institution’s then Director of Legal Affairs, Andi Toma. For the first time since its creation in 1998, the Court will judge a member of the Council of Ministers. 

2.  Council of Europe action

Joint Council of Europe - EU project “Support to the Sustainability of the School of Magistrates of Albania (ASM)”

2-3 December - Third Training of Trainers activity organised at the School of Magistrates premises.

4-5 December – Consecutive training for judges and prosecutors on “Trafficking of human beings and compensation of victims of trafficking” as well as Article 8 of the ECHR at the School of Magistrates premises.

15 December – Training seminar on Public Procurement designed for the administrative staff of the School of Magistrates.

16 December – Second Steering Committee Meeting of the project with the participation of the CoE, ASM, ECD, High Council of Justice and the Office for the Administration of the Judicial Budget representatives. 

17 December - Training seminar on “Reporting for EU Integration Purposes” organised for the staff of the ASM.
Data Protection project

5 December - Steering Committee of Civil Registry Project, where among others the progress of the Data Protection component was highlighted. The newly established institution of the Commissioner for Data Protection is in the process of establishment and the organisational chart, number of staff and annual budget for 2009 allocated to the Commissioner was approved by the Parliament.
3. Activities of the Information Office

IOCE action against corporal punishment on children

· The airing of the TV spot in Vizion + TV and Albanian Public TV for the period 1-7 and 24- 28 December. 

· In addition the spot was aired by seven local TV channels throughout the country (in co-operation with World Vision Albania)

· The campaign posters were advertised in Tirana through city-lights (1-15 December) and city buses (1-15 December)

· The IOCE, in partnership with three celebrities, Mrs Jozefina Topalli, Speaker of the Parliament, Mrs Lajla Pernaska, chair of the subcommittee on gender, social and health issues of the Albanian Parliament as well as Mrs Liri Berisha, promoter of a social movement on the protection of children, prepared special greeting cards with campaign logos to be distributed during the season feasts.

60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

· Broadcasting of the video interview of the CoE Commissioner of Human Rights Mr Thomas Hammarberg on Albanian Public Television

· Newspaper Shqip: Publication of the interview of the CoE Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr Thomas Hammarberg, http://www.gazeta-shqip.com/artikull.php?id=55053
· IOCE Director gave a 20 minute interview at Koha TV 

· Broadcasting of the audio interview of the CoE Human Rights Commissioner and report on the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on the BBC radio in Albanian.

12 December – Publication and distribution of the postcard for the CoE campaign on anti-discrimination through Shqip newspaper.

The IOCE updated regularly the website, special websites on the campaigns and distributed the monthly e-newsletter to various institutions, NGOs, media etc.
Media work
Daily media monitoring; 20 TV chronicles and references to CoE activities in Albania.
Translations
Seven news items for the web; Translation of the interview with Mr Thomas Hammarberg on the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Statistics:

	IOCE visitors: 159
	Photocopies: 300

	Requests for information on ECHR: 5
	News translated for the website: 7

	Telephone calls: 478
	

	Website hits: 54719
	

	Disseminated publications in Albanian to:

950 publications in Albanian distributed to activities organised in co-operation with CRCA NGO and the Ministry of Tourism, Culture, Youth and Sports.


N. B. The mandate of the Special Adviser of the Council of Europe in Tirana ended on 15 February 2008. Until the appointment of a new Special Adviser, the Secretariat (DG-DPA) is ensuring the interim.

N.N.
Special Adviser
Tel: +355 42 22 84 19 - Fax: +355 42 24 89 40

E-mail: 

Kyiv

1.  Relevant developments
On 1 December, David Zhvania filed a complaint for libel with the Kyiv Pechersk district court against Ihor Pukshyn, one of the Deputy Heads of the Presidential Administration, the latter having allegedly accused the former of involvement in the attempt to poison President Viktor Yushchenko.

On 9 December, Mr Lytvyn was elected Speaker of Parliament by 244 MPs (out of 450): 154 MPs from BYuT, 40 MPs from Our Ukraine-National Self-Defence (OU-NS), 27 MPs from the Communist Party, 20 from the Lytvyn’s Bloc and three from the Party of Regions. On the next day, PM Yulia Timoshenko declared as a result of the election that the political crisis had been overcome.

 

On 14 December, the Speaker stated that he guaranteed that there would be no early parliamentary elections.

 

On 16 December, a coalition agreement between BYuT, OU-NS and Lytvin’s Bloc parliamentary factions was concluded.
 

On 17 December, President Yushchenko, in his capacity as Head of the party “National Union Our Ukraine”, declared that the MPs who voted for the coalition should be excluded from the party and the list of parliamentary faction.

The CoE Convention on Transfrontier Television was ratified by Parliament on 17 December and signed by the President on 26 December.

The budget law for 2009 was adopted by Parliament on 26 December and signed by the President on 29 December. 

2.  Council of Europe activities

Two CoE experts visited Ukraine to discuss with the authorities the draft law on free legal aid. The experts then submitted a written assessment of the draft law.

The Joint EU/CoE Project on Strengthening and Protecting Women’s and Children’s Rights in Ukraine (TRES) was officially launched by a start-up conference. Approximately 60 persons took part, including official representatives from the Ministries of Family, Youth and Sport, of Justice, of Labour and Social Policy and of Foreign Affairs, the Supreme Court, the Verkhovna Rada, the Office of the Prosecutor General, the Ombudsman, UNICEF, ILO, UNDP and NGOs. The Deputy Minister for Family, Youth and Sport, the ECD Head of Operations and the RSG opened the conference.

Within the framework of the Follow-up Project against Money laundering and Terrorist Financing in Ukraine (MOLI-UA-2) a regional conference was organised in Lviv in order to discuss the implementation of the 3rd EU Anti-money laundering directive as well as new cases and trends in the fight against money laundering. 

In Verkhovna Rada a conference was organised by the Institute of Legislation of the Rada and the Moli-UA-2 Project Team to develop comments on the Draft “Law on Prevention and Counteraction to legalisation of proceeds from Crime and Terrorist Financing” which should be tabled for a second reading in early 2009. 
The UPAC Project, in co-operation with the Main Civil Service Department of Ukraine and SIGMA (joint OECD/EU initiative “Support for Improvement in Governance and Management”), organised a round table on “Legislation on civil service and conflicts of interest”. CoE and SIGMA experts, representatives of the Main Civil Service Department and other relevant Ukrainian institutions as well as of international anti-corruption projects called for the adoption of regulations regarding conflicts of interest that will include provisions on prevention, management and resolution of conflicts of interest as well as on protection of rights of persons reporting conflicts of interest and liability. The participants developed detailed recommendations which are currently being finalised. 
The UPAC project launched three system studies on corruption risks within the public administration (the field of administrative services, control and supervision), the judiciary and the bodies in charge of investigation and prosecution of criminal cases. Conducted by national NGOs with the support of CoE experts (Basel Institute on Governance), the studies will include analysis of legislation, sociological surveys and recommendations for improvement and will last until 15 April 2009. A CoE expert mission took place on 7-11 December to support the Ukrainian experts in launching the studies by sharing good practices on the methodology to adopt and advice on how to draft a questionnaire for sociological surveys.

Following the UPAC conference on "Prevention of political corruption" of 1-2 July 2008 and on the request of the Ministry of Justice, a Concept Paper on amendments to the domestic legislation in order to enhance transparency of funding of political parties and electoral campaigns was elaborated in the framework of UPAC. On 19-20 December 2008, an expert workshop gathering representatives of the Ministry of Justice, the Central Electoral Commission and the Agency of Legislative Initiatives as well as of international projects was organised in Simeiz (Crimea) to discuss the Concept Paper. 

The UPAC team leader took part in a meeting of the Ukrainian internet association on cybercrime with a focus on child pornography. The meeting gathered representatives of the internet industry (service providers) and of NGOs, as well as MPs and law enforcement officials. The Team Leader presented the Guidelines on co-operation between law enforcement bodies and internet service providers against cybercrime elaborated in the framework of the CoE project against cybercrime.

Within the framework of the Joint EC-CoE Project on Promotion of European Standards in the Ukrainian Media Environment (MEDIA), a first event was held aiming at the development of a co-ordinated plan for the transition to digital television in Ukraine.  

Further, within this project a Steering Committee meeting was held to review the Inception Period report covering September-November activities as well as adopting a an Action Plan for December 2008 – April 2010. A detailed plan of activities for the next six months was agreed.

The RSG, DRSG and the UPAC Team Leader had a working meeting with the ECD Head of Operations, two Deputy Ministers of Justice and a Deputy Minister of Interior to discuss future co-operation. The aim was to get a common understanding with the Ukrainian counterparts on how to prepare for EC demands to build strategies for sector reforms in the areas of justice-related matters and law enforcement.

The RSG and DRSG participated in the regular co-ordination meetings in the MFA with all ministries and institutions, on the implementation of the Action Plan.

3. Activities of the Information Office 

The IOCE carried out activities to celebrate the International Day on Human Rights: a Radio Programme with the Ukrainian Helsinki Human Rights Union and Amnesty International and broadcast by the State Radio Company; the Fact Sheet (CoE Press Service) on the subject was translated and disseminated to national mass media;

The IOCE worked with students on: a one-week internship for students (11 persons) from the Kyiv International University; during the visit of 13 activists of Luhansk Regional NGO “European Choice”, a documentary film was shown.

During the period, the IOCE held meetings with UNICEF representatives on co-operation within the CoE campaign “Building Europe for and with Children”;

The IOCE Director made a presentation and provided information materials at a conference on “Improvement of Rural Population’s Access to Justice”, and the roundtable on “Development of the Ukrainian Anti-discrimination Legislation”;

The IOCE provided CoE publications and promotional materials for the Association of Young Lawyers, Counterpart Creative Center Charity Foundation, Academy of Judges, Luhansk Regional NGO “European Choice”.
Statistics:

- number of visitors to the IOCE – 75 persons, including l24 wishing to apply to the ECtHR;  

- information on enquiries received by e-mail – 20 by telephone – 160;

- information on enquiries received by post – 25 

- CoE publications and promo materials – 2,110;

- 17 press releases and 4 issues of “The week in brief” translated into Ukrainian and posted on the CoE Office website;

- CoE Office website total hits: CoE Office website total hits: 1439/ average hits per day: 167/ average visitors per day: 57/ total visitors: 861
Mr Åke PETERSON

Representative of the SG for the co-ordination of CoE co-operation programmes

E-mail: ake.peterson@coe.int
Ms Natalia VOUTOVA

Deputy Representative of the SG for the co-ordination of CoE co-operation programmes

Tel: +380 44 234 61 40- Fax: +380 44 234 62 10 

E-mail: natalia.voutova@coe.int 
� All reference to Kosovo, whether to the territory, institutions or population, in this text shall be understood in full compliance with United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244 and without prejudice to the status of Kosovo.
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