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-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. VOR Mourns the Passing of Board Member Dr. Carlton Horbelt
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VOR reports with sadness that Board Member Dr. Carlton Horbelt unexpectedly passed away recently. 
Dr. Horbelt was an accomplished and respected dentist of 28 years, specializing in Special Care Dentistry, dedicating his time to advancing research and care for the mentally and physically disabled. His affiliations and volunteer leadership commitments were extensive. In addition to serving on VOR’s Board, Dr. Horbelt served the American College of Dentists, the Southern Association of Institutional Dentists (SAID), the American Academy of Developmental Medicine and Dentistry (AADMD) and more. He is also the recipient of many honors and awards. 

Dr. Horbelt was serving as the Director of Dental Services at Arlington Developmental Center at the time of his passing.  Retired VOR Board Member, Carolyn Cowan, whose son received services at Arlington Developmental Center noted that Dr. Horbelt will be remembered most for his smile, upbeat attitude and dedication to special needs dentistry.  His complete obituary is below. 

Dr. Horbelt has been a long-time member of VOR. He was a member of the VOR Advisory Board and the VOR Board of Directors. Carlton will be missed as a friend and leader. 

CARLTON V. HORBELT, DDS, 54, passed away on Tuesday November 10. He is survived by his wife of 31 years Carol Dawson Horbelt, three children Jennifer, Natalie and Paul, and two brothers Douglas and Richard. He was preceded in death by his parents, Vincent and Katherine Horbelt. Dr. Horbelt was an accomplished dentist of 28 years, specializing in Special Care Dentistry, dedicating his time to advancing research and care for the mentally and physically disabled. Dr. Horbelt was born in Galveston, TX, but was proud to call himself a Houstonian. He practiced dentistry in Texas until 2001, before moving to Memphis to act as Director of Dental Services at Arlington Developmental Center until his death. He was a member of multiple organizations, including: American College of Dentists, ABSCD, SAID, IADH, National Academies of Practice and Dentistry, ADA, AADMD, Special Olympics, SAID, FADPD, FACD, FICD, FPFA. He has received numerous fellowships and honors over the years including: the Harold Berk Award; elected by his peers as a distinguished practitioner in the National Academies of Practice in Dentistry; named one of America's Top Dentists by the Consumers' Research Council of America; named as an outstanding professional by America's Registry of Outstanding Professionals; served as an Professor at the University of Tennessee College of Dentistry in Memphis; served on the Dental Services Task Force for the state of Tennessee. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Give the Gift of a VOR Membership this Season!

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The gift of advocacy: Priceless

A Membership in VOR makes a great Holiday Gift. Membership is only $25 per year. See http://vor.net/giving/join/online-membership-form for details and a membership form. 

VOR is the only national advocacy organization that expressly opposes efforts to eliminate the facility option while also supporting expansion of quality community programs. 

VOR advocates that final determination of what is appropriate depends on the unique abilities, needs and desires of each individual, with the input of family guardians where necessary and appropriate.
Year End Giving

Please consider including VOR in your 2009 year-end tax deductible giving this year. Recently, all of you should have received a letter from Robin Sims, VOR’s President. Year end contributions help VOR continue to achieve our collective Mission on behalf of your loved ones with mental retardation and developmental disabilities, regardless of where they live. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
STATE NEWS

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. Massachusetts: Waltham Committees Hears Fernald Ideas

---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary: Catherine Gover, a VOR Board Member, was one of 12 speakers who presented new ideas for reuse of the Fernald Developmental Center if the state goes through with its plans to close the facility next year. Gover said she does not believe private institutions or group homes would be adequate replacements for the care patients have received at Fernald, and she begged for the Committee to consider extending the services “as a matter of moral need.” But even as the property’s redevelopment is debated, guardians of the remaining residents have said they’re undeterred by the Supreme Court’s refusal to hear their appeal, and are preparing further legal action to keep Fernald’s patients where they are.

Waltham Committees Hears Fernald Ideas

The Boston Globe

December 3, 2009
The sister of a former resident of the Fernald Development Center gave a passionate plea Thursday night to extend services to the developmentally disabled on the site if the state goes through with its plans to close the facility next year.

Catherine Gover’s comments came at a public hearing by the Fernald Re-use Committee, which has presented a number of options for the Fernald property if the center is closed.

Holding up a black and white picture of her profoundly developmentally disabled sister, Gover told the committee of the challenges of caring for her. Gover said her sister never walked or talked and died several years ago.

“My family never, ever could have possibly met all her medical needs,” she said, “and Fernald, for us, was a godsend.”

Gover said she does not believe private institutions or group homes would be adequate replacements for the care patients have received at Fernald, and she begged for the Committee to consider extending the services “as a matter of moral need.”

Gover was one of 12 speakers who presented new ideas for reuse of the site, advocated for continued services for the current residents, and proposed developments that include affordable housing and small local businesses
.
Fernald is the nation’s oldest public institution for the mentally retarded. In the spring there were 152 residents at the facility.

The site encompasses some 200 acres, 71 major buildings, and 14 other structures. All major buildings are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

During a City Council meeting in early November, Mayor Jeannette McCarthy distributed a draft list of potential new uses for the site when it closes that the committee had approved. The ideas included a recreation space, a cemetery, housing, and a health care facility.

On Thursday night the mayor and re-use committee vice chair Thomas Curtin reaffirmed their commitment to avoid bringing large commercial developments on the site.

“We’re not looking to drop a Walgreens in the middle of the Fernald center,” Curtin said.

The Committee’s say is not final, however. Waltham controls the zoning of the site, but the state owns the property.

Although some requests called for more open space, Curtin said the committee is required to include an economic component in order for the plan to move forward.

Erica Schwarz, the executive director of the Waltham Alliance to Create Housing, or WATCH, was one of a number of people to request public transportation access to the property.

“WATCH thinks it’s imperative to insist that reliable public transportation be brought to the site,” she said. “It’s something the committee should demand.”

A fight to keep Fernald open appeared to draw close to an end last spring, when the US Supreme Court declined to hear an appeal to keep the facility open.

McCarthy re-established the Fernald Re-use Committee earlier this year to examine new uses for the property and look at the implications of the closure.

But even as the property’s redevelopment is debated, guardians of the remaining residents have said they’re undeterred by the Supreme Court’s refusal to hear their appeal, and are preparing further legal action to keep Fernald’s patients where they are.

The Committee will meet again after the holidays to consider the requests discussed at Thursday’s meeting. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. Oregon: Eastern Oregon Training Center disperses clients across the state

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Summary:  The long goodbye - Eastern Oregon Training Center disperses clients across the state.
The East Oregonian

October 25th, 2009

The activity room at Eastern Oregon Training Center is hushed now, only the bubbling of a fish tank breaking the ghostly silence.

Direct care staffer Eileen Waggoner can still hear echoes of voices and laughter in her mind from days gone by, along with soft jazz from the boom box, a whirlwind of cutting and pasting, tambourine banging, Yahtzee and Bingo, the planting of marigold seeds.

Now most of the clients are moved out to residential settings and even the nine fish in the activity room need homes. The final three clients move out Tuesday.

EOTC has been on and off the chopping block for years, but finally the axe blade hit firmly this year when Oregon legislators directed that EOTC’s 40 residents move to smaller neighborhood group housing by the end of October.

“It’s really sad - I’ve been here 28 years,” Waggoner said. “They are family.

Some question how the most severely disabled will adjust in their new living situations. Some behaviors are scary to the uninitiated, everything from repetitive rocking and moaning to hitting or incontinence. Most common killers of the DD population are aspiration of food, constipation, dehydration and seizures.

EOTC staffer Christina Pierce is comfortable navigating in this world. She felt disbelief, then enormous sadness at news of the impending closure.

“It’s getting easier,” she said, “but the first move was pretty emotional for everyone.”

She talked as she readied medication for Keith Middleton, who sat down the hall in a wheelchair, head cocked to the side, watching television.

“Hi, Buddy,” she said, as she entered the room.

A smile lighted Middleton’s face as he turned to look at Pierce. Laughing, he greeted her and asked what was for lunch. Middleton is leaving soon for Portland, Pierce said.

The concept of moving is a tough one to grasp, say EOTC staff, but residents seem to understand. They see photos of their future home, make visits and meet their caretakers before moving day, but still find it tough.

One man balked when he arrived at his new home. It took a couple of tries, plus pizza, to lure him out of the van.

“He got more adjusted as the day went on,” said Waggoner, who has visited him several times.

Steve Bailey has worked at the training center since 1974 and is now responsible for finding placements for residents.

The matching process is complex, he said, connecting clients’ personalities and mental and physical challenges with homes and caretakers. A client with autism, he said, needs routine, while others may require ramps and roll-in showers for wheelchairs. Provider homes are found both locally and around the state.

Some former EOTC employees are now working in the provider homes or providing foster care. The placement process has gone more smoothly than Bailey or his assistant Andy Speden thought possible.

Neighbors of the group homes are greeting the new residents with varying degrees of acceptance, said Bailey. While some come bearing cookies and handshakes, others have expressed worry.

To the latter, Bailey said, “They are innocent people - they mean you no harm. They are going to be great neighbors.”

Bailey will follow their progress for a year as an employee of the state’s “On the Move in Oregon” program. The program helps institutionalized populations transfer to community settings accompanied by wrap-around packages of supports and services.

The move to group homes draws criticism from some quarters.

Jody Lamberson, a former EOTC employee who retired earlier with back problems, fears for the clients. At EOTC, they had vocational activities and highly-trained advocates, she said. Now, Lamberson fears, their care will diminish.

“It’s killing me to see where they are putting them,” she said, “people that I loved and trained.”

She lamented the number of jobs lost, including that of her husband.

“My husband has worked there for 20 years,” she said. “He’s getting kicked to the curb.”

Wyndi Kannier, a staffing coordinator since 1993, heard rumors of closure the day she started. Nothing materialized then or with subsequent moves to shut down EOTC. She reacted with disbelief two years ago when the rumors resurfaced. Now, with training center doors poised to latch shut, it’s finally sunk in.

“It’s surreal,” Kannier said. “It gives you a knot in your gut.”

“I really didn’t believe it until maybe six months ago,” Waggoner agreed. “Then it hit me - this is really coming true.”

As the clients leave the only home they’ve known for years, they take a little piece of EOTC with them. Waggoner and other staff are tearing apart photo albums and creating small books for residents to pack in their suitcases.

Waggoner opened one of the albums and looked at the photographic record of trips to Round-Up, a train ride to Mt. Hood, birthday parties, residents in Halloween costumes, Special Olympics, walking on the beach or riding the amusement rides at Silverwood. Nostalgia washed over Waggoner’s face as she looked at the albums.

“They’re special people,” she said.

The training center started as the Eastern Oregon State Hospital in 1909. Inside what some called “The Stone Mother” lived hundreds of mentally ill or developmentally disabled patients.

In 1985, the hospital, displaced by the Eastern Oregon Correctional Institution, divided in two, the Eastern Oregon Psychiatric Center caring for mentally and emotionally-disturbed patients and Eastern Oregon Training Center housing developmentally disabled residents across the street in what used to be staff housing.

What will become of the campus is still evolving. The Community Developmental Disabilities Program recently moved into offices there. Pendleton House, a facility for criminally insane individuals, takes up one corner of the campus.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. California:  Judge Halts Home Care Cuts: Says approach would likely violate federal law and cause “incredible human suffering” to seniors and people with disabilities who need these services
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Disability Rights California
October 19, 2009

Oakland, CA –U.S. District Court Judge Claudia Wilken ruled today that the state cannot go forward on November 1 with its planned cuts of In-Home Supportive Services (IHSS) to an estimated 130,000 Californians because of the substantial harm, damage and injury which would result. 
The Judge said that the state’s Functional Index rankings were clearly not based on need, that essential services could be withdrawn arbitrarily, and “people could lose something irreplaceable – the ability to remain safely in their homes.”
Therefore, she enjoined all IHSS cuts as requested by people who use IHSS and local unions, in the class action lawsuit, V.L. v Wagner.
 
The judge ruled that the plaintiffs were likely to show at trial that the cuts to services, enacted in the recent state budget, violate federal law. Approximately 40,000 low-income seniors and people with disabilities would have lost all their IHSS services, including personal care; another 90,000 would have lost such services as meal preparation, food shopping and help with laundry and housecleaning.
 
“We are convinced a humanitarian disaster would have resulted from the precipitous and arbitrary withdrawal of essential services approved by the legislature and the administration in the budget, and are delighted that the Court agreed with us,” stated lead counsel Melinda Bird of Disability Rights California.
 
“We told the Court that the method being used to decide who would be cut was arbitrary and particularly discriminated against children with disabilities and people with cognitive or mental health disabilities”, stated Stacey Leyton of Altshuler Berzon LLP.
 
Leyton summarized: “Talking to people who use IHSS and the workers who provide IHSS, I came to realize how important this program is, and how cost-effective it is. Some receive only a few hours a week of help, but that's what enables them to stay at home and be part of their community."
 

The lawsuit was brought by 5 people who use IHSS services, on behalf of a proposed class of IHSS consumers, represented by Disability Rights California, the Disability Rights Legal Center, the National Senior Citizens Law Center, the National Health Law Program and attorney Charles Wolfinger; and by 5 SEIU locals and United Domestic Workers – AFSCME, bringing the case on behalf of IHSS providers. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Editor: Tamie Hopp, VOR Director of Government Relations & Advocacy

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

TO JOIN OR CONTRIBUTE: $25 per individual, $150 per family organization, or $200 per provider/professional organization. Extra donations are welcome!

You may pay by check or credit card

VOR
836 S. Arlington Heights Rd., #351
Elk Grove Village, IL 60007
847-253-0675 fax (for referrals or credit card payments)
Tamie327@hotmail.com (for referrals or credit card payments)
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