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I received an encouraging note from a “quiet” parishioner recently after my stroke.  He thanked me for my “transparency” in talking about my episode in the October Rector’s Message.  He then shared with me the following: “I have a fatal disease which is being managed and checked every six months at Dana Farber (not cancer, very rare).  

I have seen this individual weekly for a few years and never even knew this.  I was reminded of the New England essayist Henry David Thoreau’s insight that we all “live lives of quiet desperation.”  I often think of the burdens each of you carry with you, often with great dignity.  We all hear the opening prayer every Sunday:  “Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are hid.”  I used to always just think of the “secrets” as being the parts of my life that I am ashamed of.  I’m beginning to see the “secrets” are often the quiet burdens and worries we carry that God understands and then gives us the courage and strength to carry on and move forward with.  I believe when we hear of the burdens others have to deal with, it puts things into a kind of perspective that we are all, each in our own unique ways, “carrying a cross.”  It makes us sisters and brothers on a shared pilgrimage through life together.  Sharing one another’s burdens with compassion also helps us to encourage one another.  This was my great take away from this inspiring note.  He also wisely wrote:  “Because you are probably feeling ‘vulnerable’ due to your recent incident, it is not easy, in part because the reality is, well, real.  But live to your fullest, be passionate about the Sox (Why, I don’t know!) and about family, parish and all the positive involvements you have and leave the worry to God.  As you have told us many times, he will accept all of our fears, so we can enjoy life and service.”  

I think in reading this we all can embrace our “quiet” parishioner’s challenge to continue living life to the fullest.  My favorite verse by far in the Gospel is John 10:10.  One translation reads “I come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” NIV 

Personally, I believe I have some room for improvement in this area.  God is not finished with me yet!  While I am far from being worried and fearful, nonetheless, my concerns about family, friends and even myself were an impediment in living “life to the fullest.”

As I preached recently, while we live in the light of grace, we must remember that we are still very much in charge of our own lives, both in attitude and the decisions we make or choose not to make.  It is up to us to “leave the worry to God” and take time to “enjoy life and service” which brings such blessings, richness and hope to ourselves and to others.  Every week, despite our burdens, we are told to “lift up our hearts.”  God is strong enough to accept our fears and desires us to live passionately, trusting that when all is said and done, “all shall be well and all will be well!”

Love in Christ,

Father Bill +

Greening of the church
This year we will be greening the church on Wednesday, December  20th at 7:00 p.m.   This should only take about one hour max.  Many hands make light work.
ECW Christmas Luncheon
This year the ECW Christmas luncheon will be held on Friday, December 15th at 12:00 noon at the home of Jill Coyle, 1 Pratt Street, Rocky Hill.  The luncheon is open to all women of the parish.  For those of you new to our parish, every year the women of the church gather together for a potluck luncheon. A wonderful time is always a guarantee.  We also make up “care packages” to take to our many parishioners who are shut in, or just in need of a visit. Everyone who comes to the luncheon is asked to bring a Christmas gift bag and 12 of the same items, i.e. 12 decks of cards, 12 packs of cookies, 12 note cards, etc.  Then one item from everyone is put in the Christmas bag and then delivered to our special friends.  A sign up sheet will be in the back for the pot luck.  Hope to see you all there.
TGIF
TGIF will be on Dec. 15 at 7:00.  Join the ladies for a night of merriment and fellowship.  Please bring a pair of Christmas SOCKS that are stuffed with little items ($15 max) .  We will be making an ornament that evening also.  Dress in your festive fun clothing and come ready to party!

This is a time for giving
Once again we will be collecting unwrapped toys for boys and girls of all ages during all four of Christmas services (9:00 a.m. Rite I, 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve, 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve, and 10:00 a.m. Christmas Day).  The toys will be distributed by The Church of The Good Shepherd in Hartford.  They will be picked up after Christmas and will be given out on Three Kinds Day.  This will make a lot of children happy!  God’s glory shows through each child as they receive these toys and through you as you delight in picking out the toy.  Thank you for your generosity that has always been shown in the past years.  Let’s make this another great year.  The Church of the Good Shepherd is greatly appreciative of our donations.  
Vet’s Bingo volunteers needed
The Outreach Committee is looking for 1-2 more volunteers for Vet's BINGO.  Your total commitment is about 1 hour every six months, on a Wednesday evening.  This outreach program brings much needed diversion and fun to our veterans, and feeds the soul of the volunteers.  See Mary Laing if you are interested.  

Children’s Choir
Our children’s choir is hard at work preparing for their Christmas Eve performance.  Children ages 3 through 6th grade are invited to participate.  Even if your child hasn’t yet attended a rehearsal, please know that they are welcome to join us.  The children will be performing at the 4:00 Christmas Eve service.  You won’t want to miss it!
Scholarship

Attention all high school seniors:     St. Andrew's Memorial Scholarship is ready for all interested seniors to apply online .   The URL is https://goggl/forms/ldFGvVOeayvCl4Xw1   Paper copies are also available upon request.
If you have any questions regarding the scholarship application please contact, Terry Wilson at terryw711@sbcglobal.net 

Vet’s Secret Santa

St Andrew's will once again participate in the Vet's Secret Santa  program to benefit our veteran's at the Rocky Hill Veteran's Hospital.  Cards will be placed on the back table with the vet'\s requests.  Please do not feel obligated to purchase everything on the card.  PLEASE read the name  ( Rudolph 2 B, Vixen 2 B, etc) CAREFULLY and sign out the card on the proper line on the sheet provided.  Every year people sign on the wrong line and we have mix ups! Gifts will need to be returned a couple weeks prior to Christmas to allow for exchanges if needed and wrapping. Volunteers to wrap and to decorate at the hospital are always encouraged.  You can call Judy Barnes, head volunteer, at 860/655-6049 or call Joy Franklin to see if a group is going up. 

Christmas Caroling
Christmas caroling will be on Sunday Dec 17 in the afternoon.  We will treat the carolers to a pizza lunch right after the 10:30 service, while we get organized, then head out.  It should take just a couple of hours, and is a wonderful way to spread the Christmas spirit of love and giving to our elderly, shut-ins and those in nursing homes.  Please join us!  No choir experience necessary! All ages and talents welcomed!
Help Our Church FINANCIALLY By Purchasing SCRIP Gift Cards for the Holidays and Weekly!! 

Are you taking advantage of the fantastic fund raising opportunity at St. Andrew's called the SCRIP Gift Card Program? By purchasing SCRIP gift cards for items you normally buy (groceries, household items, gifts, etc.), you can help our sweet little church financially while holiday shopping AND doing your weekly shopping! The details:

1. Our wonderful Maureen Florer is the person primarily responsible for taking & processing our SCRIP orders. THANKS SO MUCH dear Maureen! Maureen, husband Mitch, or other designated person will take your SCRIP orders every Sunday after each service. Payable with  checks or cash only.

2. Like other gift cards, you pay for, then use the face value (dollar amount) of each gift card at the appropriate retailer/store.

3. UNLIKE other gift cards, participating SCRIP retailers donate a percentage of each gift  card to the participating SCRIP non-profit organizations (like St. Andrew's).

Examples

a. I buy about $ 200/month in SCRIP gift cards to West Side Market, an excellent family-owned, community-oriented store. West Side donates 10% to the SCRIP Program, the most generous by far of any local grocery store! St. Andrew's earns $ 20 from my monthly West  Side SCRIP card purchases. 

b. I must purchase around $ 250/month in SCRIP gift cards to Walgreen's Pharmacy for my husband's Parkinson's drugs. Walgreen's donates 5% to SCRIP; so my Walgreen's SCRIP  card purchases earn St. Andrew's $ 12.50/month.

c. My SCRIP Stop & Shop gift cards total around $ 900/month. At 4% to the SCRIP Program, St. Andrew's receives $ 361month from my usual grocery-shopping at Stop & Shop.

By purchasing SCRIP gift cards to just three retailers for items I normally buy, I have helped St. Andrew's earn $ 68.50/month (and this is a small part of my monthly expenses)! Imagine if just 10 other families made similar SCRIP gift card purchases, St. Andrew's would earn  $685.00/month (or $ 8220/year)! With more people participating, the sky is the limit!!

* Keep in mind: if I had used my credit card, cash, or my checkbook for the purchases above, St. Andrew's would have earned NO DOLLARS!!

Our church received - $ 8,000/year from the SCRIP Program in 2015 and 2016; but we can do much better!! My own SCRIP purchases helped our church earn over $ 1800 during the past two years (and because this amount was included with my pledge statement as a donation to St. Andrew's and since my husband & I itemize, this amount was tax-deductible)!! A "win-win" situation in every way!!

Other Thoughts 

SCRIP gift cards obviously must be handled very carefully, like CASH; so guard against loss or theft! Using SCRIP gift cards, however, is safer than using credit cards since there is no risk of identity theft, which has become a serious issue with some major retailers.

SCRIP…continued…
Purchase SCRIP Gift Cards as GIFTS for the Holidays !! 

SCRIP gift cards are perfect as GIFTS for the holidays and throughout the year:

a. No need to return due to incorrect size, color, style, etc.

b. In November & December, many retailers increase their percentages to participating SCRIP non​profit organizations (thus increasing the fund raising potential). Watch for notices of these.

c. During the holidays, the recipient can use SCRIP cards to take advantage of after-Christmas sales.

d. Ideal for: birthdays, anniversaries, showers, graduations, "appreciation" gifts for: teachers, mail carrier, hair stylist, scout leader, baby sitter, neighbor, etc. Any person/occasion you can imagine!

Some Local SCRIP Retailers (for more, please see Maureen Florer or go to shopwithscrip.com):

Grocery (available on Sunday): Big Y, Shop Rite, Stew Leonard's, Stop & Shop, West Side (10%!), Whole Foods

Coffee: Dunkin' Donuts (available on Sunday), Starbucks

Clothing/Genii Merchandise: Banana Republic (14%!), J. Crew (13%!), Kohl's, LL Bean (16%!), Marshall's/TJ Maxx/Home Goods, Old Navy (14%!), Talbots (13%!)

Household/Home Decor: Bed Bath Beyond, Pier 1, Pottery Barn

Discount/Department: Kmart, Target, Walmart

Pharmacy: CVS (available on Sunday), Walgreens

Restaurants: Bertucci's (10%!), Boston Market (12%!), Burger King, Chili's (11%!), Chipotle (10%!), Panera, Ruth's Chris (10%!), Subway, TGI Fridays, Wendy's

Craft: Jo-Ann, Michael's

Gas: Mobil, Shell
(Percentages shown are for SCRIP retailers donating 10% or more!)

To the core group of St. Andrew's parishioners who REGULARLY purchase SCRIP gift cards:  GOD BLESS YOU, THANK YOU SO MUCH, & PLEASE CONTINUE"

To those of you who have never purchased a SCRIP gift card or have occasionally done so: 

1. Please try purchasing SCRIP gift cards for your groceries & household needs! Yes, it does take a little time to get into the habit of reaching for a SCRIP gift card, instead of your credit card, checkbook, or cash.

2. Also, ask yourself: why am I NOT taking advantage of a phenomenal fund raising program to help my church financially? SCRIP should be our largest fundraiser each year!!

Thank you for listening!! With Blessings, Peace, and Love, Pat Kuh
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                                                    CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE

Sunday, December 17                         Christmas caroling following the 10:30 service
Wednesday, December 20 

Greening of the church, 7:00 p.m.  

Sunday, December 24


Advent 4 Rite I service, 9:00 a.m.

Sunday, December 24


4:00 p.m. Youth Service with Pageant

Sunday, December 24                         10:00 p.m. Rite I traditional candlelight service
Monday, December 25
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist with carols 
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December Birthdays: Janine Fiedler, Joshua Howard, Jack Gherard, Fr. Bill 
Phone: 860-529-7622



Veinot, Erin Brouillard, Frank Grillo, Jenna Masiello, Lisa Piombino, 
Email:  office@thechurchofstandrew.org

                Tim Elliott, Jeanine Amendola, Kristine Makwinski, Devyn Wagner-






Morella, Katie Shebat, Valerie Chaniewski, Mike Milak, Laureen Cannata,






Amanda Mitchell, Joan Pazdziora
The Church of St.

Andrew the Apostle
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Rectors Message


Living Life to the Full





                                  


                                         











