STATE EXAM ESSAY

Possible essay types:

An argumentative, discursive, or for and against essay
BASIC OUTLINE

Paragraph 1: INTRODUCTION

A. Must capture the reader’s interest

B. Must contain a clearly worded thesis statement that governs the whole essay

Paragraph 2: MAIN IDEA No 1 (topic sentence 1)
A. Support: examples, episodes, data, statistics

B. The concluding sentence

Paragraph 3: MAIN IDEA No 2 (topic sentence 2)
A. Support: examples, episodes, data, statistics

B. The concluding sentence

Paragraph 4: MAIN IDEA No 3 (topic sentence 3)
A. Support: examples, episodes, data, statistics

B. The concluding sentence

Paragraph 5: CONCLUSION

Must re-emphasise your essay topic

Introduction
Techniques for making the beginning more interesting:
· A reference to an imaginary scene or situation
· Addressing the reader directly
· A rhetorical question
· A quotation
Main body
In shorter essays, the main body usually consists of two paragraphs:
1) the points for the issue + justifications/examples

2) the points against the issue with supporting sentences

Conclusion

Give your opinion and/or a balanced summary of the topic.

Techniques for making the ending more effective:

· State a personal opinion

· Give the reader something to consider

· Use a quotation or rhetorical question

NB! Do not include opinion words (I believe, I think, etc) in the introduction or the main body.

LINKING DEVICES (sidefraasid)

 

	Function
	Linking devices
	Examples

	To begin
	to begin with, to start with, firstly, in the first place
	First of all, the government must revise the out-of-date environmental laws.

	To list points


	firstly, secondly, thirdly, finally/lastly 
	Secondly, the authorities should cut administration costs.

	To make contrasting points
	although, yet, however, nevertheless, in spite of, but, while, despite, even if, even though, at the same time, in contrast, in comparison
	Killing endangered species is illegal. However, people will not stop hunting them.

Even though they know the dangers, many people still smoke.

	To add more points on a topic
	what is more, furthermore, also, apart from, this/that, in addition to, additionally, moreover, besides, too, not to mention the fact that, I would like to add that
	Furthermore, the city should conduct inspections of zoos.

	To list advantages
	one/another//one other/a further//the main/the first/the greatest advantage(s) of... is, one of the benefits of... is/would be
	The greatest advantage of regular exercise is that it leads to healthier life.

	To list disadvantages
	The most important drawback/disadvantage of... is, there would be many disadvantages to...
	The most important drawback of working while studying is its adverse effect on health.

	To express personal opinion
	in my opinion/view, to my mind/way of thinking, personally I believe, it strikes me that, I feel very strongly that, I am inclined to believe that, it seems to me that, as far as I am concerned
	In my opinion/view department stores offer a greater selection of clothes than small boutiques.

	To refer to other sources
	according to, with reference to, research has shown that, statistics show that...
	According to this report, that brand of sunscreen causes irritation to sensitive skin.

	To finish with/conclude
	finally, lastly, above all, all in all, taking everything into account, on the whole, all things considered, in conclusion, as I have said, as was previously stated, to sum up
	On the whole, the university offers a wide range of courses.

	To express cause
	because of (this), owing to, due to, for this reason
	Due to the harsh winter, many crops were destroyed.

	To express effect
	therefore, thus, as a result (of), consequently, so, as a consequence
	As a result, many people have lost their jobs.

	To express reason
	so that, in order to
	We need to reform prisoners in order to help them go back into society.

	To emphasise what you say
	clearly, obviously, of course, needless to say, in particular, particularly, especially
	Needless to say, research has proved that eating healthy food and exercising regularly reduce the risk of heart disease.

	To express reality
	in fact, actually, as a matter of fact, in practice, the fact of the matter is that
	In fact, the report states that most college graduates are interested in pursuing a Master's degree in the future.

	To express difference between appearance and reality
	on the face of it, at first sight, apparently
	At first sight, the building looked safe but after a detailed inspection it was reported to be in need of major repairs.

	To state an argument against your opinion
	it is popularly believed that, people often claim that, contrary to the popular belief, it is a fact that, it is often alleged that, people argue that
	Contrary to the popular belief, the teaching profession is in need of qualified educators.

	To state other people's opinions
	many people are in favour of/against, some people argue that, a lot of people think/believe
	Many people are in favour of/against the mayor's proposal to raise local taxes.

	To introduce the other side of the argument
	opponents of this view say; however, there are people/those who oppose/claim that
	Opponents of this view say that increasing the school year will only overwork students.

	To express balance
	while, on the one hand, on the other hand, whereas
	While working for a large company is prestigious, it can be very stressful.

	To give examples
	for example, for instance
	For instance, in the past six months, retailers have reported a 25% drop in sales.

	To refer to what actually happens
	in practice, in effect
	In practice, consumers spend more money on luxury items.

	To make general statements
	as a rule, generally, in general, as a general rule, on the whole
	As a rule, girls get better exam results than boys.

	To make partly correct statements
	up to a point, to a certain extent, to some extent, in a way, in a sense
	Some companies have tried to create more positions to some extent, considering the high rate of unemployment.

	To express limit of knowledge
	to the best of my knowledge, for all I know, as far as I know
	As far as I know, residents were opposed to the city's plan.

	To rephrase
	that is to say, in other words
	In other words, they disagree with the manager's decision.

	To bring up other points or aspects
	as far as… is concerned, regarding, with regard to, as for
	As far as the community is concerned, the area is in need of a new school.

	To imply that nothing else needs to be said
	anyway, at any rate, in any case
	At any rate, a new community centre will greatly benefit the people.

	Accepting the situation
	as it is, under the circumstances, things being as they are
	Under the circumstances, the situation cannot be improved.


Source:

http://209.85.129.132/search?q=cache:gpk-nN3_wmMJ:www2.arnes.si/~rbok/word/linkingdevices.doc+linking+devices+First+of+all,+the+government+must+revise+the+out-of-date+environmental+laws.&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=ee&client=firefox-a
· Some linking words normally form a link between clauses within a sentence. It is bad style to start a sentence with these words:
and

but

so

because

then

until

such as
· Another type of linking device is used to form a link between sentences. These words must start with a capital letter and are usually immediately followed by a comma:
Furthermore,

Moreover,

However,

Nevertheless,

Therefore,

In conclusion,
· Most linking words, however, can either start a sentence or form a link within a sentence. The choice is up to the writer.
Source: http://www.vivquarry.com/wkshts/linkwd.html
For-and-Against Essay

Credit Cards: A Curse or a Blessing?

Essay 1 (poor model)

Statistics show that more and more people are shopping on credit. In my view, credit cards have many advantages, but we shouldn’t forget that there are some bad points, too.

Using credit cards makes our lives easier in many ways. Credit cards are international and can be used all over the world, wherever you see the logo on your card. I even used mine in Africa once! I believe that the best thing about them is that you can buy whatever you want over the phone or online. But you need to check your receipts against your monthly statement because they always make mistakes. Some credit cards offer extras such as discount vouchers or air miles, which is great. The only bad thing is that it’s so easy to over-use your credit card. I’ve been in debt more than once. But if you’re careful there’s no problem.

So, for most people shopping on credit is a blessing.

Essay 2 (good model)

“Just put it on my credit card!” It seems there are very few people nowadays who do not use this phrase when shopping. Along with the Internet, mobile phones and electronic mail, credit cards have become an essential aspect of modern living. But have they actually made our lives better?

There is no doubt that shopping on credit has its advantages. Firstly, there is no longer a need to carry much cash with you. As a result, you reduce the risk of losing your money or having it stolen. An additional advantage of credit cards is that they are convenient. In particular, people with little time to spare appreciate the fact that they can order products or services without leaving their homes.

However, the most important drawback of credit cards is that they can easily be misused. For example, many people spend more than they ought to and consequently find themselves in debt. Another disadvantage is the risk of falling behind with payments. This often results in an increase in the amount of interest you have to pay.

All in all, I think that credit cards are a welcome, practical tool, though not free from risks. If we bear those risks in mind, credit cards can indeed be a blessing.
Source: Upstream Upper Intermediate
GOOD TIP:

If you are for a topic, present the arguments against it first.

If you are against a topic, present the arguments for it first.

(The best point/example should always come last.)

Examples of state exam essay topics:
Mobile phones: for and against (2000)

Most Needed Professions in Estonia in the 21st Century (2002)

Having a Job While Studying (2004)

If I were the Minister of Education in Estonia (2005)
Choices after Secondary School (2008)

Source: Website of the National Examinations and Qualifications Centre
http://vana.ekk.edu.ee/riigieksamid/gymnaasium/2008/text2.html
STATE EXAM ESSAY 2004: Having a Job While Studying

Sample essay 1

We have many interesting jobs nowadays. If you study, you can choose an excellent and exciting job for you. As for me, I would like to work as a language teacher. But this profession has some advantages as well as some disadvantages.
The main advantage is a possibility to work in the EU. As a citizen of the EU you have right to work in any of the European Union countries. Moreover, you can enjoy travel and make new friends. Additionally, language skills help you to understand different cultures and customs. It is very exciting and will open up new opportunities. And finally, working as a language teacher you have an excellent opportunity to earn money for your studying.

However, despite all the advantages listed above this problem has some disadvantages. The main disadvantage is a big responsibility for a job. Especially, if you work with children, you have a big responsibility. Moreover, studying and working is very difficult for a person and it takes a lot of time.

In conclusion I would like to add that having a job while studying is very exciting for a student. It is an excellent way to find out many interesting things.

(Words: 196)

Kommentaarid: punktid: 0+1+2+3=6. Essee on kirjutatud teemast mööda, on arutletud töötamise eeliste ja miinuste üle, palju on juttu ka töötamisest Euroopa Liidus. Vaid kokkuvõttes on mainitud ka õppimist. Seetõttu alandati punktid ka essee vormistuse eest (hindamisskaalas: ’introduction and conclusion inappropriate’). Esineb mõningaid õigekirjavigu. Tutvu kindlasti ka hindamisskaaladega.

Sample essay 2

In today’s world people often prefer to work and study at the same time, but is it really so beneficial?
On the one hand, studying and working at the same time can give certain advantages. While you work you get practice needed for your future job, especially when your job is connected to the subject you study. What is more, you get paid for your work and you can pay for your studies, without having to lend money from the bank.

On the other hand it can be quite a problem to study and work at the same time, because both studies and a job require a lot of time and often people having a job while studying have lower marks and grades. Moreover, people become more nervous and irritated due to the lack of rest and sleep, which can lead to serious illnesses.

All things considered, it is up to everyone to choose whether to study and work at the same time or not. But in any situation a person should not forget about himself, his family and friends.

(Words: 179)

Kommentaarid: punktid: maksimum – 12. Essee vastab igati nõuetele, arutletakse nii positiivsete kui negatiivsete tegurite teemadel, essee on liigendatud selgeteks paragraafideks ja eksaminand kasutab lõikude sidumiseks sidefraase (linking devices), mis hõlbustavad essee lugemist. Ebatäpsus sõnastuses (‘without having to lend money from the bank’, parem oleks‘without having to take a bank loan’).

Source: Website of the National Examinations and Qualifications Centre
 http://vana.ekk.edu.ee/riigieksamid/gymnaasium/2004/inglise/ingk_gym.pdf
