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Facing the Mortgage Crisis
00 – 01:00 Billboard

Opening production
From Michigan Radio… this is Facing the Mortgage Crisis.  I’m Christina Shockley.

Michigan’s unemployment rate is the highest in the nation.

Bite 1: Nobody has jobs everyone’s house is out at the curb its just a bad situation.

And the foreclosure problem doesn’t just hurt people.  It hurts communities.  

Bite 2: One turns into two, turns into three, no one wants to be on those blocks that, you know, have that sign that says foreclosure or has those lawns with the high grass. It spreads like wildfire in this kind of economy.
Now that we’re in this situation, what can we DO about it?  Over the next hour we’ll hear about state laws and programs that can help.   

And we’ll talk with some who are trying to pick up the pieces… and adapt to what life brings after foreclosure.
The news is next.
 01– 06:30 news (national & local)

SEGMENT A – (12:30)  :06:30 to 19:00 

From Michigan Radio, This is “Facing the Mortgage Crisis, I’m Christina Shockley.”




Michigan foreclosure rate is among the worst in the United States.

The problem is threatening our state, our cities, and our neighborhoods.
Last year, in “Foreclosing on the American Dream,” we identified the problem, and what led up to it. 

Now, over the next hour, we’re going to find out what’s being done to deal with the crisis.  And what happens when people can’t avoid foreclosure.

Debbie Gillam was one of the people we spoke with last year.  She was about to lose her home to foreclosure after she lost her job.
7:00 Personal story (3:00)  - Debbie Gilliam

BITE: And the worst part is going to be moving in with my mother down the street and having to drive by this house every single day just seeing someone else in your home, you know its going to be hard.  I’ve got this small ray of hope that even if the worse case scenario comes to be and someone gets this house I just pray that it is a first home for them and that in 3 or 4 years they’re gonna want to move to something bigger and I’ll be right at their door saying I’m your buyer and I want this house back someday  :28 

Now, a year later, Debbie Gilliam still lives with her mom.  

She continues to work through the transition, and deal with the loss of her house.

(Gilliam
oq: can’t go on forever
2:05)

Debbie Gilliam is still looking for a full-time job.… and someday hopes to own a house again.
10:00 Feature (4:20) – Emotional Effects Rina
We hear lots of statistics about the foreclosure crisis.

How many people have lost their homes. 
How much money the banks are losing … and what that means to the economy. But as Rina Miller reports, there’s another statistic we don’t hear much about.
(

soq

4:03)


14:30 Interview (3:30) – Pluta – effects of new law (listen to Rina’s piece b4 taping)

As we just heard, the emotional cost alone can wreak havoc on people facing foreclosure.

But a new law in Michigan is meant to help people avoid that emotional trauma… and help people stay in their homes.

Rick Pluta covers the state capitol for the Michigan Public Radio Network, and he joins me now from Lansing.




Rick, tell me about the new state law.

18:00 forward promote with clip



Rick Pluta covers the state capitol.

Coming up in about 10 minutes.
G/Common/Foreclosure doc year 2/bites for fwd promotes

Hulett1       :08

“It’s gonna hurt my neighbors and friends, it’s gonna hurt the community and that’s not something that I want to necessarily be contributing to.”

What happens when people who are facing foreclosure just pack up, and walk away.
This is “Facing the Mortgage Crisis” from Michigan Radio.  
=============== BREAK: 19:00 to 20:00===================

SEGMENT B – (18:30) -   :20:00 to 38:30  

20:00 Reset of show & 2 short foreclosure facts

From Michigan Radio, This is “Facing the Mortgage Crisis, I’m Christina Shockley.”
States and communities across the nation are taking steps to reduce the number of foreclosures and deal with the effects.  Indiana, for example, wants     pro-bono lawyers to give free legal advice to people who need help.

The Detroit suburb of Farmington now fines mortgage lenders if they don’t mow the lawn and pick up trash at their foreclosed properties, in an effort to combat blight.

21:00 Feature (4:10)  - Duffy – How to help neighborhoods
Foreclosed properties reduce the values of other homes in the community.

And if houses sit empty too long, they attract vandalism and crime.  
But a new federal program is providing millions of dollars to help stabilize these neighborhoods. 
Vincent Duffy reports.

(Enco: 00036

soq
3:51)

25:15 Feature (4:20) – Guerra – What Cleveland is doing
Detroit has one of the worst foreclosure rates in the country…but just a couple years ago, Cleveland was in the same position: 
(90555-GUERRA Ohio clip
:06

“…all over the country.”)

We were probably at the epicenter for foreclosures…before it hit all over the country.
Since then, the city has made some progress in that department with a new program it rolled out earlier this year. 
Jennifer Guerra went to Cleveland to check it out:
(GUERRA Ohio Foreclosure

4:06


SOQ)
30:00 feature (4:05) – People who walk away from their homes - Hulett.
Some homeowners who find themselves unable to afford their mortgages will be able to get help from federal programs. 
And others are able to work out loan modifications or arrange short sales with their lenders. 
But there’s another group of people who don’t qualify for that assistance, and who face the difficult decision of whether to walk away from their homes. 
Sarah Hulett reports.
(HULETTwalkaway

…soq.

3:45)
34:00 Feature (4:00) Dustin – preventing scams
If you’re facing the possibility of foreclosure, or if you’re just trying to get help cutting your credit card bill, there are a lot of companies that will say they can help you.   
But in Michigan, some of these companies just want to scam you.   
Dustin Dwyer explains what to look out for, if you get an offer for help.

(Enco   07334

soq) 

   3:45

38:00 quick forward promote

Coming up…

One couple nearly loses the house and land that’s been in their family for more than 100 years.

G/Common/Foreclosure doc year 2/bites for fwd promotes

Braun1

  :11

“We try to be good people, I think we’re good people.  It just happened.  And it wasn’t because we were lazy, or that didn’t want to do anything. It just got away from us.”

That story in about 15 minutes on “Facing the Mortgage Crisis” from Michigan Radio.  
Copy: 1:50
============== BREAK 38:30 TO 40:00=============

SEGMENT C – (18:30) 40:00 TO 58:30 

40:00 reset

From Michigan Radio, this is “Facing the Mortgage Crisis.”  

I’m Christina Shockley.

This hour we’re taking a look at the foreclosure crisis and at what happens after foreclosure.  

Regina Myree lost two homes after her husband died.

I spoke with her last year.

40:30 vox (1:00) – myree
Bite Its hard for a person to go from A1 credit to feeling like you’re a failure just to try to keep your head up :14.

What really struck me about Regina Myree, was her persistence.  

She was going to learn from the experience and help others.


Today, she organizes counseling forums, and she says, things are looking up. 



( MYREE update)

Regina Myree lives in Ypsilanti.  She’s just one example of someone helping others avoid foreclosure.  

42:30 feature (4:00) Carmody – distressed property expert:

Another example is “the distressed property expert.”

That’s a fairly new specialty that’s cropped up because of the foreclosure crisis.

Sales of foreclosed homes and other distressed properties made up nearly 70 percent of the home sales in Michigan during the first four months this year.  

It’s someone who lends a hand to troubled homeowners…but not necessarily to keep families in their homes.  
Steve Carmody reports.

( CARMODY foreclosure dpe   “SOQ”   3:18)
46:30 cut & copy (1:00) How do we help people find a new place to live

As we’ve learned, for some people, foreclosure can’t be avoided.   




And if so, life after foreclosure needs to be    dealt with.

Heather Mooney is a foreclosure prevention officer in Washtenaw County’s Treasurer’s Office.

Although her title says she prevents foreclosures, part of her job is helping people through them. 

She says foreclosure hurts a person’s credit rating, so they’re usually out of the market as a homeowner for about 5 years.

ENCO 06124 


MOONEYhousing


:15

“Post foreclosure homeowners have a couple of different routes.  Some do relocate with families.  Some are moving out of state and choosing to scrap the whole Michigan deal.  Other homeowners are definitely relocating into housing as well as apartments, sometimes even townhomes.”

Mooney says renting is usually not a problem.

In fact, one effect of the foreclosure crisis, is banks, businesses and landlords might have to become more lenient.

Mooney says landlords have chosen to let some things slide because they have to.

ENCO 06175


MOONEYhousing3    

:09

“A lot of the companies and even individual landlords at this time I’ve heard have been waiving security deposits and application fees.”

And she says some rental companies aren’t paying as much attention to credit ratings as they used to.  

Kent Spencer is a foreclosure specialist with the Wayne County Mortgage Foreclosure Program.




He says sometimes it’s just a matter of asking for help.

SPENCER



:16

“And it’s a difficult transition.  Pride gets in the way and sometimes depression and other things.  But the thing is you’ve got to let people know that you are having some trouble swimming right now so a life preserver can be thrown to you.”

47:30  Interview (4:00)  health care as solutions
(starts with vox of people talking about illness as factor contributing to losing home)

We’ve been hearing a lot of stories like this.  

A family or individual gets hit with a huge illness or injury, and as a result can’t handle both the health care expenses and the mortgage.

We wanted to take a closer look at the relationship between health care costs and foreclosures.

Larry Gant is a professor of Social Work at the University of Michigan School of Social Work.

Professor Gant, What is the relationship between health care costs and the high foreclosure rate?

(

gant 


2:45   )



OUT:  “
… thank you for inviting me.”

Larry Gant is a professor of Social Work at the University of Michigan.

51:30 Personal Story (3:00) Norris Braun
Whether it’s after an illness, a death in family, or the loss of a job, foreclosure can come up suddenly.  Seemingly without notice.  

Sometimes people are able to avoid foreclosure with the help of a housing counselor. 
Counselors are free. And they’re provided by the state.  
Paula Braun (“brawn”) and her husband Brad avoided foreclosure.
They were helped by their housing counselor, Kathy Grant. 
Paula and Brad live in South Lyon, on land that’s belonged to the family since the 1900s.  
Paula Braun (“brawn”) shows us around the property and shares her story… 

? OUT?  Paula Braun is one of the fortunate ones.  She was able to save her family farm where she still lives.

54:30 essay (2:29) Jack 




Jack Lessenberry is Michigan Radio’s political analyst.

57:30 resources to find help
Realty Trac says more than 1-and-a-half million homes in the U-S were threatened with foreclosure during the first half of 2009.

Michigan has the nation’s 7th highest foreclosure rate.

One in 74 Michigan homes spent part of the first six months of 2009 in foreclosure.
Some homes can be saved.  For those that can’t, we want you to know there are options, and people who can help you sort through them.

If you or someone you know is facing foreclosure, you can dial 2-1-1 for assistance.  Or, look at our list of resources at “facing the mortgage crisis dot org.”

Foreclosure or the possibility of foreclosure is life-changing.  But ignoring the problem won’t help.  And as we’ve heard from people this hour, there is life after foreclosure.

58:00 goodbye & credits
“Facing the Mortgage Crisis” was produced by Tamar Charney, with help from Zoe Clark.

Reporting by Steve Carmody, Vincent Duffy, Dustin Dwyer, Jennifer Guerra, Sarah Hulett, Kyle Norris, Rick Pluta, and Tracy Samilton.  Essay by Jack Lessenberry.  

Production assistance from Colleen Castle, Tara (terah) Cavanaugh, and Meg Young

Special thanks to indie bands A Setting Sun, Sachiyo, Paucity, Talk Fine, and Tokyo Morose for use of their music.  

I’m Christina Shockley.  
This documentary is a production of Michigan Radio, a broadcasting service of the University of Michigan.



Copy – 4:00

7 Featuers

Sarah: People who walk away from their homes. 

Jen: Opportunity Homes in Cleveland, a neighborhood based buy-back program that is a stark contrast to the blocks of empty homes in Detroit. 

Dustin: Foreclosure Scams -- Michigan reportedly has the highest number of groups/companies trying to take advantage of people facing foreclosure 

Tara: Looking into alleged growth in the number of families living in motels. 

Steve: Profile of a realtor that just got his designation as a Certified Distressed Property Expert, which tries to help people avoid or expedite the process. 

Rina: The psychological effects of foreclosure on adults and children, and whether the stigma is perhaps lessened because of the sheer volume of homeowners affected

Vince: Neighborhood stabalization
3-4 2 min Personal stories 

Kyle – woman losing the farm

Regina Myree update 

Debbie Gillam update

Kyle – counselor (optional)

Meg – guy whose wife is ill (probably will use in call in, but can reuse if needed for time)

Jack Essay

2 4 min Interviews

tbd

Rick 2 way with tape about new law

