FIRSTSWING “Secrets to Financial Success”
Smart people are “smart” with their money!
In today’s “advanced” society it is a shame that schools do not teach financial literacy nor any mechanics as to working with money.  With so many possible ways to be bilked, we hide our head in the sand and let each generation learn first- hand how to utilize money and credit cards. It is imperative that we teach our youth that money is a tool and should be regarded as such.  It is not the “answer” to problems but a means to maintain a satisfying life!

Recently AARP magazine(July, 2018) in its Money Saver column listed “Ten Commandments” of SMART Money.  

1. Remember that skillful salespeople can manipulate your emotions: These professionals will use your fears and wants to sell you their products..they will encourage you to “want” the products!! 

2. Do not buy or invest before completely understanding it: The more complex, the more you must investigate alternatives.  Know what you are buying!

3. There is NO such thing as a free lunch: A free lunch will always cost YOU!
4. Put yourself in the seller’s shoes before buying: What is in it for them?  How is the company profiting from you?

5. No one is too smart to avoid bad investments:  Being smart does not protect you.  Look at all sides of the purchase and be sure to ask questions and demand answers.

6. Do not accept the stated word, always get it in writing!; Match the words with the written!!  You must have provable recourse.

7. Do not buy anything that is too good to be true!: Look for the “hook” and be sure that the “free” item really is free…seldom it is NOT!

8. AVOID all limited-time offers: Take your time and do not purchase until you are totally satisfied and have all the information/data. If they say you must buy now, DO NOT!!

9. Do not count on a regulator for protection: You must protect yourself as regulators or the courts may not see your side.

10. Remember: People wish to separate you from your money! Listen and think about all facets of what you are doing as too many want YOUR money!!!

  GAGPTH and THINK with your brain and not your emotions.  A good basic rule:  Wait a week and if you still want the item or purchase, then see how you feel then..take the emotion out of the game!!
