DEBT IS BAD, DEFINITELY BAD, IN ALL CASES! AND THE UK’s DEBT IS EXTREMELY BAD AND HUGE!
“Around the world people and their governments are waking up to the dangers of not dealing with their debts.

“the most urgent issue facing Britain today: our massive deficit and growing debt. I want this government to carry out Britain's unavoidable deficit reduction plan in a way that strengthens and unites the country. (David Cameron)

Prompt questions: 

Is it always detrimental for governments to borrow money? Why?
Is the debt a crisis on the scale the government claims it is?

How big is the debt, the deficit and the interest payments compared to the last 100 years?

Why does this frame work well for the government?

WE’VE MAXED OUT THE NATIONAL CREDIT CARD
"We are asking the British people to reduce the record budget deficit and pay off the national credit card" - George Osborne, Chancellor of the Exchequer, April 2011
"If you have maxed out your credit card, if you put off dealing with the problem, the problem gets worse" - David Cameron, Prime Minister, June 2011
Prompt questions

Is the national economy like a credit card? Why?

Is it true that cutting back on public spending is the only way to ‘pay off the credit card’?

How much are we borrowing now? Are the cuts achieving a reduction in borrowing?

Why is this an effective metaphor for the government? What values, fears or hopes amongst the public does it rely on?

Can you think of any equally persuasive metaphors to make the counter argument?
AUSTERITY IS A NECESSARY EVIL, 
A ‘BITTER MEDICINE’
“Spending cuts are never presented as desirable; their part in the austerity story hinges on the idea that there is no alternative to them. This is a very powerful way to frame an argument, suggesting there is no choice to be made. It is the lynchpin of the austerity story, the part that you must accept to make the plot believable. People who argue against austerity by stressing the pain it causes are not attacking this frame – depending on their language they may even be reinforcing it. – New Economics Foundation
“There are some people who think we don’t have to take all these tough difficult decisions to deal with out debts…  It’s as if they think there is some magic money tree, and let me tell you a plain truth: there isn’t.” David Cameron

“We don't want to take money off people on moderate incomes, it's not something we want to do, it's something we've had to do” Steve Webb, Liberal Democract Work and Pensions Minister
Prompt questions

Why does this frame work so well for the government?

What do you think the motivations for austerity are? Is it purely pragmatic?

Is it true that austerity is a necessary, unavoidable evil?

Is there any way that borrowing could actually lead to public spending falling?

Can you think of any equally persuasive metaphors to make the counter argument?
WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER! EVERYONE NEEDS TO TIGHTEN THEIR BELT.
“George Osborne has said that our plans to cut the deficit must be based on the belief that we are all in this together - and he means it. “ David Cameron
Prompt questions

What would happen to the economy if everyone ‘tightened their belt’ and stopped spending.
Is everyone being hit as hard by austerity? Is anyone actually benefiting from it?

Can you think of equally persuasive counter framings?

LABOUR LEFT THE ECONOMY IN A MESS 

(with their wild public spending – we can’t afford that!)
“The austerity story blames the previous (Labour) Government for almost all that is wrong with the economy. By framing our current problems as Labour’s mess, the Coalition reinforces itself as the hero in its story, righting the wrongs created by others. Mess is an important part of this frame, it makes us think of chaos and ineptitude. Teenagers and pets make mess; they cannot be trusted with serious responsibilities.” New Economics Foundation
“[Under Labour] the solution to debt was debt, debt and more debt.” David Cameron.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BK-h4aiuGIs (from 1.38 to 2.45)

Prompt questions:

Who was responsible for the financial crisis? What role did the Labour government play?

Was it Labour’s public spending which led to debt increasing to its current level? (check the graphs!)
Is borrowing decreasing now? Is this debt decreasing now?
PART OF THE REASON WE’RE IN THIS MESS IS BECAUSE OF LAZY SKIVERS CHOOSING NOT TO WORK, OR LIVING OFF BENEFITS
"We are putting fairness back at the heart of Britain. We are building a country for those who work hard and want to get on. And we are saying to each and every hardworking person in our country: we are on your side.” David Cameron
"Where’s the fairness for the shift-worker, leaving home in the dark hours of the early morning, who looks up at the closed blinds of their next door neighbour sleeping off a life on benefits…  We speak for all those who want to work hard and get on… They strive for a better life. We strive to help them." George Osborne
Prompt questions:

What is the public spending budget made up of? What’s the biggest ‘benefits’ payment?

How big is the cost of benefit ‘fraud’? 
Is there any way the cuts could actually lead to public spending on benefits going up?
Is the majority of the benefit spending due to people ‘choosing not to work?’. 

Other than reducing benefits, what other ways would there be to reduce the public spending bill? 
Why does this frame work well for the government?
