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1.0 Introduction and aims of this policy
1.1. The purpose of this policy is to ensure sponsorship deals for Sports Clubs and Societies are governed appropriately to ensure fairness to both Greenwich and Kent Students’ Unions Together (‘GK Unions’), the Company and the Sports Club or Society. This means that any sponsorship agreement is beneficial to the Sports Club/ Society, and that the Sports Club/ Society honours any agreement made in the contract. 
1.2. The policy also ensures Sports Clubs and Societies gain maximum benefit, both financially and non-financially, from sponsors, whilst keeping our commitment to our social responsibility, including ethical, environmental and welfare factors.
1.3. The policy ensures that companies that request to sponsor student groups at the Universities at Medway through GK Unions, have values that are equal to those of the partner unions (Kent Union and University of Greenwich Students’ Union).
2.0 Rules for accepted sponsors
2.1. Companies that wish to sponsor a GK Unions Sports Club, Society or event must be able to demonstrate a commitment towards the welfare of students, which could include, but is not limited to: responsible drinking policies and practices, the provision of advice services or professional guidance and support or the imparting of skills to student and youth groups.
2.2. Ideally, the organisation in question will have an environmental policy which should include initiatives to reduce the company carbon footprint, recycling projects and environmental standards which are abided by. 
2.3. It is also preferable that companies who wish to sponsor Sports Clubs and Societies have ethical values that uphold those of the GK Unions, especially in reference to equal opportunities.
3.0  Conflict of interest
Sponsorship

3.1. Any company that wishes to support a GK Unions Sports Club, Society or event, as long as they fall within the guidelines above, will be considered for sponsorship. Whilst we would urge Sports Clubs and Societies to approach those companies that are not in direct competition with our own outlets, it is felt it would be unfair to dismiss those offering benefit to our Sports Clubs and Societies.
4.0 Companies that will not be accepted
4.1. Companies that the GK Unions believes will have an adverse effect on the welfare of students and are therefore unable to sponsor Sports Clubs and Societies include, but is not limited to:
· Credit card companies
· Arms Manufacturers
· Gambling / Betting companies
· Money shops / pawn brokers
· Cigarette/ Cigar companies
· Companies supporting oppressive regimes.
5.0  Process for obtaining sponsorship
5.1. In the first instance, any Sports Club or Society wishing to take up sponsorship from an organisation should discuss this with the Student Activities Development Coordinator based in the Pilkington Building. Guidance for obtaining sponsorship and a template contract can be found on the GK Unions website. Advice can also be sought from the Kent Union Business Development Manager.

5.2. Once an agreement has been reached with a Company, the Sports Club or Society should develop a contract using the template provided if necessary. The contract will be need to be signed by a representative from the Sports Club or Society, the Company, the Student Activities Development Coordinator and Kent Union’s Business Development Manager. Only once all four signatures have been obtained can the agreement be progressed.

5.3. Once approved, the Sports Club or Society should raise an Invoice Requisition Form which can be found in the GK Unions office, Pilkington Building. Payment can then be authorised by Kent Union’s Finance department. 
5.4. By centralising approval for requests of sponsorship, we can ensure that affiliated companies do not conflict with GK Unions values, and ensure consistency in reciprocated benefits and make sure that our Sports Clubs and Societies are getting a fair deal. 

5.5. Further information regarding Sports Club and Society sponsorship can be found on the GK Unions website.
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