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COMMODORE CALLING 
· CLUB SAILING AT GLYC is going extraordinarily well.  It is a long time since we have had regular fleets of 20 or more boats out on the water for Sunday racing.  There is an increase in membership, busy sailing lessons each Sunday morning, many happy “cruisers” and even an informal canoe club.  Much of this growth can be attributed to the activities of the sailing school but as much credit is due to the Rear Commodore and to the Bosun for getting all of the infra-structure needed for an effective sailing programme up and running.  Well done all !

· THE SOTHEBY’S GLYC INTERCLUB over the weekend of 8 – 9 November looks like being a bumper affair.  KYC will support as usual and a contingent of juniors from Mossel Bay is expected. The real news is that Redhouse is also having a great sailing revival and is planning to send a team of at least 20 boats to compete.  So if you have not yet marked these dates on your calendar, please do so.  It will be very embarrassing if any of the visiting clubs outnumber us.  Thanks to generous sponsorship from Sothebys, this regatta will have all of the usual trimmings including a Happy Hour being organized by Di Turner.  The galley will be open during the day, there will be a bar for beer and cool drinks on Saturday evening and campers will be made welcome. (Please read, digest and widely distribute the flyer for the regatta on page 4!)
· HANDICAP SYSTEMS AT GLYC have come under scrutiny.  While most competitive sailors much prefer one-design racing such as can be arranged at major regattas, the reality in club racing and in minor regattas is a mixed fleet.  In order to level the playing field so that it is not always just the fastest boats that win, boat handicapping is essential.  (After all, it is the skippers who actually compete for trophies, not their boats.)

For some years now GLYC has been using the tried and tested international Portsmouth Yardstick system of boat handicaps, with SASEC agreed ratings for South African classes like Sonnets and Dabchicks.  For the past two years an internationally recognized computer programme called Sail Wave has been used to calculate race results.  

By the beginning of 2008, Malcolm, who works out the Sail Wave results each week and posts them on our GLYC web page, had accumulated enough data (certainly for the senior fleet) to access another highly refined function of Sail Wave. This provides a combined, very objective Skipper + Boat rating which he has been using  to calculate handicap trophies.  (The Deeds of Gift for some of our senior trophies require this.  None of the junior trophies have this requirement.) 

Unfortunately when this option, called Portsmouth Handicap, was put into use to hand-calculate the winners each Sunday of two fun trophies – the Junior and Senior Bones – the system was misunderstood.  That these were completely separate from the official records of results seems not to have been realized by even experienced skippers.  Formal complaints were received.

To resolve the difficulty, only the awarding of pennants won the previous week in scheduled races is now done each Sunday at the club.  These are immediately hung up in the club house under the names of the winners.  Both of the “bones” have been put on hold until sub-committees appointed for the purpose can come up with a scheme that will not again be misunderstood.

BOAT SHELTERS AT GLYC have now all been repaired, cleaned of the remaining flood debris from last year and where appropriate, re-allocated.  Most of the shelters have remained in the same hands, but some changes were possible and some new-comers accommodated.  Allocation was based on subscriptions up-to-date, shed fees paid and participation in club activities.  Sincere thanks to all who turned out to assist with the work party. There is still a stock-pile at the club of assorted wind surfers and paddle skis waiting collection.  Any unclaimed by the end of November will have to be disposed of to make room

SANParks BOAT STICKERS are not popular with many GLYC members but the club accepts that this is law for any craft wishing to launch on Island Lake.  Entry cards like the SANParks Wild Card give only entrance rights, not usage rights. GLYC members acquire entrance rights to Island Lake through their membership, but not usage rights apart from a concession for rescue and training craft. To assist members, stickers are available for sale at the club each Sunday.

The process of identifying mystery craft found in sheds, which is still on-going, would have been much simplified if all boat owners had purchased their SANParks stickers earlier this year.  Each sticker has a number through which the owner can easily be traced, especially if bought through the club.  (Useful if a canoe is “borrowed” and left elsewhere on the lake for Park Rangers to find)

Dave Jones, Commodore

WATCH YOUR REAR

`Normal’ sailing is getting back on track, thanks to the efforts of our esteemed Bosun!


With the Committee Boat back on the water, the preferred on-the-water start / finish is now much 
easier. The re-installed fixed marks make course setting less of a hassle (and helps to save 
outboard fuel) – providing the wind co-operates! Unfortunately some Sundays were plagued with 
light wind, resulting in only one or two races being sailed. Hopefully, those Sundays where the wind 
does blow makes up for it?


The participation in club sailing has been gratifying – fleets of about 20 are occurring regularly. 
Unfortunately not all classes are represented equally, but I suppose its up to those class members 
to do some promotion?


The big organisational task of setting up the Sotheby’s GLYC Inter Club Regatta is underway – the 
co-operation of all members is requested. Details of the event are given elsewhere in this 
newsletter, but be advised that a big fleet has been promised from Redhouse Y.C. They took the 
Inter Club Trophy at the Knysna Inter Club Regatta earlier this year, so we need the support of 
all 
our sailors to ensure that we can retain the Trophy at our event.


In the pipeline from SAMSA and SAS is the requirement for Certificates of Fitness for our club 
motorboats as well as Certificates of Competency for drivers of these boats. The club will be making 
arrangements for this and will ensure the availability of the requisite training for those who volunteer 
for on-the-water duties. 


Malcolm Osborne, Rear Commodore
BUILDING BLOCKS
We’ll soon be hard pressed to know how we ever did without the new ablution block, especially with the festive season and its copious concomitant campers coming.  The ablution block is a monument to the club’s team spirit where everyone played a part in bringing it to fruition.  Building began under the Commodoreship of Albert van Kersen, and after that many people rolled up their sleeves to help.  Special mention must be made of the significant contributions of Rod Farrell, Frank Witteveen, Dimitri Divaris, David Laing, Koenie Otto, Evelyn and Malcolm Osborne and each of their teams.  Several members are still quietly helping with the final touches.  Only two weeks ago a lady member tried to dash into the new loo only to find it jealously guarded by a wild, paintbrush-wielding gentleman member - Bill Turner.  Our collective grateful thanks to all members and friends who assisted in this project.  It will be an asset to the club for many years to come..   

For info on GLYC building and boats contact Koenie Otto (Vice Commodore) and Mark Taljard (Bosun)
SECRETARIAL SNIPPETS  
1.  Canoe and Oppie racks: There are a few canoe racks and Oppie shelters available at R100 for the sailing season/    Please contact the Secretary if you would like to use one for the rest of the season.
2.  Holiday camping:   We expect to be very busy over the coming holiday season with campers coming from far and wide.   We think that holiday makers from the Youth Championships may join our New Year Regatta, and we urge members to contact Vice Commodore Koenie Otto on koenieo@mweb.co.za if they are intending to camp at the club between 13-29 December.  It is great to have GLYC members down there, acting as “volunteer camp commandants”, who are essential to make sure that any problems are reported and dealt with.  Visitors do not always know the rules or who to contact.  Camping members are requested to give a small donation to the club to cover sewerage and other necessary services.
3. Temporary members:  Holidaymakers are offered temporary membership for R200 a month during the festive season.  Potential temp members are asked to contact the Secretary on glyc@glyc.org.za  or Tel: 044-8831035.

And NOW, a word from our Sponsors:
SOTHEBYS: If you are buying or selling your property, give Sothebys the first option:  Contact  tim@sirgeorge.co.za.
FC HOLM ARCHITECTS CC:   Sponsorship is to promote Laser sailing at GLYC .  More details from Ferdinand on – Ferdinand@fcholm.co.za
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     Camping facilities at the Club Grounds or
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Notice of Regatta & Entry Form: � HYPERLINK "http://www.glyc.org.za/interclub.htm" ��www.glyc.org.za/interclub.htm�





  All Dinghy Classes catered for, including Juniors











Malcolm Osborne
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076 828 5910
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