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Term Project and General Education Common Graded Assignment

Scenario:

You have just landed your first professional job after graduating from CCBC at a local travel agency called ABROAD.  As one of your job duties, you are to design some literature for prospective customers. You were hired because of the technical skills you possess in MS Office and in your ability to locate information on the Web.

Assignment:

Part 1:  Pick a country other than your native country to research.  No two students can research the same country, so sign up quickly.

Part 2:  Indicate if literature is for business or recreational travel.
 Use the Internet to gather the required information. Summarize clearly and concisely the information in your own words, adding reflective comments were appropriate. Remove grammatical and spelling errors. Use at least five resources (page 2).  Include at least ten facts, from the list below.

	FACTS

	· Current event (critical thinking)

· Interesting Web Sites (critical thinking)

· at least 3 sites with descriptions

· Use of Technology (critical thinking)

· Location and map

· Size

· Population

· Climate

· Holidays

· Sports

· Terrain

· Literacy

· Unemployment rate

· Industries

· Military Branches
	· Government Type

· Economy

· Life Expectancy

· Tourism

· Food

· Religion

· Dress

· Primary Languages Spoken

· Music

· Capital

· Flag

· Currency

· Communication

· Public Transportation

· Lodging


Part 3:
To complete this project, you will demonstrate software skills using a combination of all three software packages: Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  Choose the most appropriate software to relay the information. When applying your software skills here are some suggestions: you can create a brochure, newsletter, budget... 
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PowerPoint presentation should be at least 6 slides and printed as a 
    
6 slides per page handout.  
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Word and Excel should be printed: one page minimum.  
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Be creative and original keeping in mind the focus of the project.

	Internet Information Resources

	1. CCBC’s Online Card Catalog 

· www.ccbcmd.edu 

· Libraries

· CCBC Catonsville Library | Books and Media | Keyword Search

	2. Online Newspaper Databases 

· www.ccbcmd.edu 

· Libraries | CCBC Catonsville Library

· Magazines, Journals and Newspapers | Select Newspapers Online

· Select Internet Public Library – Online Newspapers

	3. Online Encyclopedia

· www.ccbcmd.edu

· Libraries | CCBC Catonsville Library 

· Research on the Internet | Online Encyclopedias… (from side menu)

· Encyclopedias | Select Britannica Online

	4. Portal to the World

· www.loc.gov/rr/international/portals.html 

	5. Online Periodical (Magazines and Journals) Database

· www.ccbcmd.edu

· Libraries | CCBC Catonsville Library 

· Magazines, Journals and Newspapers 

· Select Academic Search Elite

	6. National or International News Website(ex.  MSNBC, CNN….)
· www.msnbc.com 

· www.cnn.com 

· www.usnews.com 

· www.foxnews.com


	7. Internet Search Engine or Web Subject Directories 

	· www.ccbcmd.edu

· Libraries

· CCBC Catonsville Library

· Research on the Internet

· Search Engines (from side menu)
· Select a Search Engine
	· www.ccbcmd.edu

· Libraries

· CCBC Catonsville Library 

· Research on the Internet

· Subject Links (from side menu)
· Select a Subject Area

	8. U.S. Census Bureau - Int'l Programs Center

· U.S.

· www.census.gov

· World (International Database)
· www.census.gov

· From the People Category, select International

(International Programs Center - IPC)

· International Database – IDB



	9. CIA World Fact book from the C. I. A.

· www.odci.gov/cia/publications/factbook/index.html

	10. Library of Congress Country Studies

· http://www.geoinfo.amu.edu.pl/wpk/locsc/cshome.html

	See Next Page for additional resources


Part 4:  

· List the websites you used.  This will serve as your references.  

· If you used any copyrighted pictures from any websites you must give credit to that site.* 

· You are not limited to using only the websites listed in this Internet Information Resource list.  

· You are encouraged to find your own sites.

* Citing Online Images

Structure

Description or title of image. [Online Image] Available http://address/filename, date of document or download.

Example:

Letterman Top Ten Pound Sign. [Online Image] Available http://www.cbs.latenight.com/Top#.jpg,1/5/00.
Additional Global Websites

http://www.worldnews.com/
Compiles the top stories from international newspapers. Read articles in over a half-dozen languages.

http://www.worldnetdaily.com/
Supplements the print magazine with features and columns containing many hypertext links to interesting places on the Web.

http://www.virtualtourist.com/vt/
Real Travelers! Real Info! The Premium Online Travel Resource. Learn from other Travelers and share your Travel Knowledge and Pictures on more than 2 million Locations. Chat,Discussion Forums,Travelog
http://www.wtgonline.com/ 

Find information on countries all over the world by clicking on the maps. Learn country information such as geography, population and government.

http://www.worldphotos.com/
The best in photojournalism from WorldPhotos (remember you must cite these images)
http://www.flags.net/
Extensive A to Z index of flag images with important statistics on each country such as population, currency, languages and religion.

http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/
World's largest listing of newspapers on the web

http://www.worldlanguage.com/
Distributor of foreign-language software for more than 200 languages. Although this is a for profit business it does include a free translator and some free downloadable demos of software.
http://search.earthcam.com/mapsearch/
Reference directory for locating live video cameras on the Internet. Look for sites by category or geographical region.

http://www.lii.org/search/file/regional
The Librarian's Index to the Internet is a searchable annotated subject directory of more than 6,000 Internet resources selected and evaluate by librarians. It is meant to be used as a reliable and efficient guide to describe and evaluate Internet resources.
http:ww.xe.com/ucc
Contains more than 180 currencies, and allows users to find foreign exchange rates using a simple currency converter form.

	Grading Rubric for Term Project

	Tasks
	 60 - 69

points
	 70 - 79 

points
	80 - 84

points
	85 - 89

points
	 90 -100

 points

	Included less than 10 facts
	(
	
	
	
	

	Included 10 facts (but not the critical thinking facts)
	
	(
	
	
	

	Included 10 Facts with 1 critical thinking fact
	
	
	(
	
	

	Included 10 Facts with 2 critical thinking facts
	
	
	
	(
	

	Included 10 Facts with 3 critical thinking facts
	
	
	
	
	(

	Removed grammatical and spelling errors


	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Summarized clearly and concisely using Word, Excel and PowerPoint. 
	(
	(
	(
	(
	(

	· Used at least 5 resources
· Listed websites used

· Cited online images correctly
	
	(
	(
	(
	(

	Used software features correctly
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Selected the most appropriate software and software features to relay the information

Ex. Summarizing Numbers – Excel…
	
	
	(
	(
	(

	Included reflective comments in summary
	
	
	
	
	(

	Information is targeted for a specific audience 

(customer is traveling for business or recreation)
	
	
	
	
	(


Examples of Targeted Audiences:

	· Romance
	· Budget

	· Wealthy
	· Sports

	· Gardening
	· History

	· Adventure Seekers 
	· Studying Aboard

	· Gourmet Cooking
	· Architecture

	· Arts (Theatre, Music, Dance, Books. Movies)
	· Long-Term Travel

	· Military
	· Business Meeting


















































� See Page 5 for Examples of Target Audiences
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