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AWARDS

2012
Division of Experimental Psychology 2012 New Investigator Award in 
Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition. 

Awarded for the paper: Communicating environmental risks: Clarifying the severity 
effect in interpretations of verbal probability expressions (JEP:LMC, 2011).

2008 
JURY (Junior Researcher of the Year) prize. School of Psychology, Cardiff 
University. Awarded to the best 2nd year PhD student.
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

Dec 2011- :
Lecturer. Department of Cognitive, Perceptual and Brain Sciences, University College London.

2010 - 2011:
Teaching Fellow. Department of Cognitive, Perceptual and Brain Sciences, University College London. Research active position with teaching and administrative duties on the MSc in Cognitive and Decision Sciences, as well as on the psychology undergraduate program.
2009- 2010: 
Research Fellow. Department of Psychology, University of Warwick.




Working with Prof. Neil Stewart and Prof. Liz Robinson, on ESRC 



grants investigating the Psychology of Credit Card Repayments and Handling 

of Uncertainty. 

EDUCATION

2006-2009: PhD “Investigating the Influence of Outcome Utility on Estimates of 


     Probability” School of Psychology, Cardiff University. Supervised by Prof. 


     Ulrike Hahn, funded by an ESRC studentship.



The thesis was primarily in the area of experimental cognitive psychology. It  


investigated the impact of a factor that is almost always  present when people 


make important probability judgments in real world situations, but which is


largely ignored in laboratory research on human probability judgment: The 


interdependence of probability and utility.

2005-2006: MSc Social Science Research Methods (Distinction). School of 


      Social Sciences, Cardiff University. Dissertation title: “A Bayesian Formalisation 
      of the Argument from Ignorance” (supervised by Prof. Ulrike Hahn).

2002-2005: BSc Psychology (1st Class Honours). School of Psychology, 



     Cardiff University.

PUBLICATIONS

Journal Articles 

	Hahn, U., Harris, A. J. L., & Oaksford, M. (in press). Rational argument, rational inference. Argument and Computation.

	

	Harris, A. J. L., & Osman, M. (in press). The illusion of control: A Bayesian perspective. Synthese.



	

	Harris, A. J. L., Hsu, A. S., & Madsen, J. K. (2012). Because Hitler did it! Quantitative tests of Bayesian argumentation using 'ad hominem'. Thinking and Reasoning, 18, 311-343

	

	Harris, A. J. L., & Corner, A. (2011). Communicating environmental risks: Clarifying the severity effect in interpretations of verbal probability expressions. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 37, 1571-1578.

	

	Harris, A. J. L., Rowley, M. G., Beck, S. R., Robinson, E. J., & McColgan, K. L. (2011). Agency affects adults’, but not children’s, guessing preferences in a game of chance. Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology, 64, 1772-1787.

	

	Navarro-Martinez, D., Salisbury, L. C., Lemon, K. N., Stewart, N., Matthews, W. J., & Harris, A. J. L. (2011). Minimum required payment and supplemental information disclosure effects on consumer debt repayment decisions. Journal of Marketing Research, 48, S60-S77.

	

	Harris, A. J. L., & Hahn, U. (2011). Unrealistic optimism about future life events: A cautionary note. Psychological Review, 118, 135-154.
Hahn, U., Harris, A. J. L., & Corner, A. (2009). Argument content and argument source: An exploration. Informal Logic, 29, 337-367.



	Harris, A. J. L., Corner, A., & Hahn, U. (2009). Estimating the probability of negative events. Cognition, 110, 51-64.



	Harris, A. J. L., & Hahn, U. (2009). Bayesian rationality in evaluating multiple testimonies: Incorporating the role of coherence. Journal of Experimental Psychology: Learning, Memory, and Cognition, 35, 1366-1372.


Book chapters

Hahn, U., Oaksford, M., & Harris, A. J. L. (in press). Testimony and argument: A Bayesian perspective. In F. Zenker (Ed.), Bayesian Argumentation. Dordrecht: Springer.
Full length peer-reviewed conference papers

Corner, A., Harris, A. J. L., & Hahn, U. (2010). Conservatism in belief revision and participant skepticism. In S. Ohlsson & R. Catrambone (Eds.),  Proceedings of the 32nd Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (pp. 1625-1630). Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society.
Harris, A., Corner, A., & Hahn, U. (2009). “Damned by faint praise”: A Bayesian account. In N. A. Taatgen & H. van Rijn (Eds.), Proceedings of the 31st Annual Conference of the Cognitive Science Society (pp. 292-297). Austin, TX: Cognitive Science Society.

Harris, A., Corner, A., & Hahn, U. (2007). Estimating the probability of negative events. In S. Vosniadou, D. Kayser, & A. Protopapas (Eds.), Proceedings of EuroCogSci07: The European Cognitive Science Conference (pp. 353-358). Hove, UK: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

FUNDING, IMPACT AND ENGAGEMENT

2012
UCL ‘IMPACT’ award to support a PhD student, Sarah Smith, for the project: Improving money management and financial wellbeing.

2012
UCL ‘IMPACT’ award to support a PhD student, Keith O’Brien, for the project: Understanding and Improving Voter Decision Making: An Interdisciplinary Project.

Dec 2009
Stewart, N., Matthews, W., Navarro Martinez, D., & Harris, A. (2009). A 



model of credit card repayment. University of Warwick. Response to the 2009 


White Paper "A Better Deal for Consumers".

Dec 2009
Presentation to sixth form pupils at John Cleveland College, Hinckley: 



“Chocolate Santas, Auctions and Credit Cards.”

TALKS AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES

July 2012
International Conference on Thinking (ICT), London: “The Appeal to Authority: A Probabilistic Approach.”
July 2012
International Conference on Thinking (ICT), London: “Drawing Inferences from Absent Evidence: A Bayesian Network Approach.”
August 2011
23rd Subjective Probability, Utility, and Decision Making conference, Kingston-Upon-Thames: “The Unrealism in Unrealistic Optimism Research? Testing the statistical artefact hypothesis.”
May 2011
Invited contribution to symposium contribution, “Argumentation, fallacies and reasoning biases”: “Hitler Did It!” Quantitative tests of the Bayesian approach to argumentation. European Cognitive Science Conference, Sofia. 
Sept 2010
The 27th BPS Cognitive Psychology Section Annual Conference, Cardiff: “The Effect of Minimum Payment Information on Credit Card Repayment Decisions.”
Sept 2010
The 27th BPS Cognitive Psychology Section Annual Conference, Cardiff: 


“Communicating Climate Change Risk: Revisiting the Effect of Outcome 


Severity on Interpretations of Verbal Probability Expressions.”

July 2009
The 31st Annual Meeting of the Cognitive Science Society, Amsterdam: 


“Damned by Faint Praise: A Bayesian account.”

July 2009
4th London Reasoning Workshop, Birkbeck College: “Coherence: 



Philosophical issues, Psychological implications.”

August 2008
International Conference on Thinking (ICT) 2008, Venice: “Measuring the 

Coherence of Testimonies: Testing a Bayesian measure of coherence.” 

August 2008
Invited speaker: What Makes a Good Argument? A New Look at Source and 

Message Characteristics. The cognitive science of induction and confirmation 

workshop, Venice, Italy.

May 2007
European Cognitive Science Conference, Delphi: “Estimating the Probability 

of Negative Events.”

Apr 2007 
Experimental Psychology Society Meeting, Cardiff, “Estimating the 


Probability of Negative Events”.

Sept 2006 
The 23rd Annual Conference of the British Psychological Society, Cognitive 

Psychology Section, Lancaster: “A Bayesian Formalisation of the Argument 

from Ignorance.”

POSTERS

Cullen, V., Harris, A. J. L., & Lagnado, D. A. (2011). Speculating from absent evidence: A Bayesian network approach. 23rd Subjective Probability, Utility, and Decision Making conference. Kingston-Upon-Thames, UK.
INVITED PRESENTATIONS

Forthcoming
Birkbeck College, London (Nov. 2012).

Forthcoming
London Judgment and Decision Making Seminar (Nov. 2012).
Nov 2011
Institute for Advanced Study, Toulouse: “The Unrealism in Unrealistic Optimism Research: The Statistical Artifact Hypothesis.”
March 2011
Oxford Brookes University: “Risk Estimates About Future Events”
Feb 2010
London Judgment and Decision Making Seminar, UCL, London: “Unrealistic 

Optimism: Genuine bias or statistical artifact?”

TEACHING

· Convenor of MSc core module, Judgment and Decision Making. UCL. (2011-present)
· Lecturer on MSc core module, Knowledge, Learning and Inference. UCL. (2011-present)
· Lecturer on undergraduate 3rd year option module, Applied Decision Making. UCL. (2011-present)
· MSc and BSc project supervision. UCL. (2011-present)
· Weekly undergraduate seminars as personal tutor. UCL. (2010-present)
· Weekly MSc seminars. UCL. (2010-2012)

· Tutor in a first year statistics ‘drop-in clinic’, Cardiff University. (Oct 2008 – May 2009)
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE

· Deputy convenor of MSc in Cognitive and Decision Sciences, UCL (2011-present).

· Ad hoc reviewer for a number of journals, including: Psychological Review, Cognition, Journal of Experimental Psychology: LMC & GEN. 

· Admissions decisions for MSc course. UCL. (2011-present).
· Committee member for the Welsh Branch of the BPS. Sept 2008 – Sept 2009

