It is incredibly humbling to read comments from all over the world about the Height Act’s effect on Washington, DC and to simultaneously read former ANC  Commissioner Sobelsohn’s words on how democracy is failing the residents of the District who do not have a vote in Congress and to go full circle and realize this has been imposed on us by Representative Darrell  Issa (R-CA) whose term as Chair of the US House of Representatives Committee on Oversight and Government Reforms  is about to expire.  The world is watching us in this imposed rush to judgment on the building height debate and their views should be given considerable weight.  My comments, although a resident of DC, pale in comparison. However I would like to point out that the Portals Complex built in 1992 on an elevated portion of Maryland Avenue obscures the view of the Capitol that Lady Bird Johnson cited as one of the landmarks her husband’s memorial would view in addition to the Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials and the Washington Monument.   
The Lyndon Baines Johnson Memorial Grove on the Potomac River in Washington, DC was congressionally authorized in 1973 as a National Memorial and simultaneously named to the National Register of Historic Places.  It is also an International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Category V (protected landscape/seascape) with requisite guidelines and objectives for management.
At least three of the seven objectives of management for this category(IUCN,1994, p.22)and this memorial  have  been breached by the Portals Complex, namely:
1. To support lifestyles and economic activities which are in harmony with nature and the preservation of the social and cultural fabric of the communities concerned; 

2. To eliminate where necessary and thereafter prevent land access and activities which are in- appropriate in scale and/or character;

3. To provide opportunities for public enjoyment through recreation and tourism appropriate in type and scale to the essential qualities of the areas.
The Johnson administration initiated the first legislation regulating water and air pollution. It passed the Wilderness Act, added millions of acres of land to the National Park System, created the Land and Water Conservation Fund.  The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and the National Historic Preservation Act were also part of his administration’s legislative agenda.  And, of course, Lady Bird’s  Highway Beautification Act is widely admired and copied.  If anyone from NCPC  and/or DCOP were to visit this DC Memorial to LBJ  on Columbia Island, they would realize that what Lady Bird and LBJ observed on their travels into and out of the city proper have been grossly degraded.  The views no longer exist due in large part to the height of building erected since 1973.  The other sites in the SW quadrant of DC that are being reviewed are L’Enfant Plaza, Waterfront Station, Federal Center SW and Buzzard Point and more than likely the Wharf development all of which will further diminish the view from the LBJ Memorial Grove if heights are increased The only views of major landmarks that will be protected will be those from the edge of the “Topographic Bowl”.  
The world is watching as a congressman not from the District of Columbia but with oversight is requiring the District jump through hoops for whose benefit?? Certainly not for those who consider the land and water and light as something we borrow from nature every day, not something we own or can control.  LBJ and his wife understood.  As a tribute to them and to DC residents, we should let the Federal government tend to major and ongoing National developments and not try to dictate arbitrary timelines and subservience to developers.       
DPW TO HOLD MONTHLY HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DROP-OFF 
SAT., MAY 7, AT FT. TOTTEN TRANSFER STATION 
Residents also may pick up free compost. 

(Washington, DC) The DC Department of Public Works announced today that it will hold its monthly household hazardous waste/e-cycling/document shredding drop-off Saturday, May 7, 8 am to 3 pm, at the Ft. Totten Transfer Station, 4900 John F. McCormack Road, NE.* 

“It’s spring,” said DPW Director William O. Howland, Jr. “People are cleaning out their garages and basements, getting rid of insecticides, old cleaning solutions and paint solvents and oil-based paint. The best place to take these and other toxic items is the household hazardous waste drop-off, where they will be disposed of properly.” 

Director Howland added that most paint sold today is latex, which is not hazardous, and can be dried out by adding some kitty litter to the can, then put in the trash after it’s dry. 

District residents may bring up to five, medium-size boxes (no larger than the standard District recycling bin, which is approximately 20” x 14” x 14”) of personal documents to be shredded. Only paper (staples, paper and binder clips on the paper are okay) and credit cards will be accepted. No business or commercial material will be accepted. 

The remaining 2011 HHW/e-cycling/shredding drop-off dates are June 4, July 2, August 6, September 3, October 1, November 5, and December 3. 

For a list of all household hazardous waste and e-cyclables accepted by DPW, please click on the HHW link at www.dpw.dc.gov. 

*Directions to Ft. Totten: Travel east on Irving Street, NW, turn left on Michigan Avenue, turn left on John F. McCormack Road, NE and continue to the end of the street.
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