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August & September Programs 
Floriculture Field Day 
When: Tuesday, August 11. Registration 8:00 to 8:30 a.m. Program 8:30AM-3PM

Where: Morning program at Cornell Veterinary College Education Center, afternoon at Bluegrass Lane Turf and Landscape Research Facility, Ithaca, NY

What: Grow your business by capitalizing on market trends and using your greenhouse space year-round. 
Program: This year’s morning educational program features: 

·         Allan Armitage on new must-have plants

·         Chris Wien on high tunnel cut flowers

·         Peter Konjoian on greenhouse vegetables

·         Margery Daughtrey on diseases every edibles grower must know* 

Lunch at Bluegrass Lane will be followed with guided tours of annual flower plants landscape performance trials and pest and disease identification*. New for this year are: patio vegetable varieties and displays, combination flower/edible containers, and a comparison of retail potting mixes. Be sure to enter the Pufahl Container Design Competition. The day ends with our annual ice cream social with Cornell Dairy ice cream. 

*DEC Pesticide Recertification Credits have been applied for

Don’t miss this opportunity to network with top industry professionals. 

Be sure to attend our Cornell Alumni and Friends (and we are all friends, right?) event the evening prior to Field Day, August 10 at 5:30 p.m. More details to be posted shortly.

Registration: For more information see www.greenhouse.cornell.edu Questions? contact Tara Reed at 607-255-2131 or tln2@cornell.edu.
IPM Field Scouting and Diagnostic Skills Workshop Twilight Meeting
For Christmas tree Farmers, Landscapers & Arborists

When: Tuesday, August 18th evening

Where:  Primrose Hill Farm in Rhinebeck, NY.  
Program: Enhance your insect/disease scouting and monitoring techniques. This session will focus on current effective and economical methods of managing pests.  Potential economic benefits of IPM are reduced pesticide use and costs, reduced labor costs associated with pest management, improved tree quality, and reduced losses of trees to pests and the potential for marketing trees grown with IPM practices. This year’s meeting will be facilitated by the illustrious team of Betsy Lamb and Brian Eshenaur of NYS Integrated Pest Management Program.
Participants are welcome to bring along their own samples and/or photos for identification, discussion and management.
Registration: Fee: $35.00 per person, $60.00 for two from the same business, $25.00 for each additional person.  Registration fee includes refreshments.   Registration deadline: August 11th.  No refunds, but substitutions allowed.  Cash, check, money order, PO, VISA/ MasterCard accepted.  Credit card payment must accompany phone registration.
For more information: Contact Stephanie Radin at 845.677.8223 ext. 104, email: sradin@cornell.edu, 

NYS Arborists ISA Fall Conference 
When: September 27-28

Where:  Holiday Inn, Liverpool NY.  
Program: At this conference you will learn how current trends and issues are shaping the future of the arboriculture industry. 

♦ Learn best practices at arboricultural industry-focused educational sessions 

♦ Education sessions submitted for DEC, ISA and CNLP credits

♦ Explore new products and services in the vendor area 

♦ Share your expertise with your colleagues 

♦ Network with acquaintances and make valuable new ones
Registration: Register online here or download a registration form.
View the complete schedule (subject to change) and session descriptions.
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Articles
Basil Downy Mildew, it’s around again.
Basil is a favorite crop for home gardeners and often finds it way into decorative containers as well. This herb staple has been having problems with a disease in the last seven years 
Basil downy mildew has been reported in several locations around the state and the region and your customers might be seeing it in their gardens. Some resources to pass along: From Meg McGrath on Long Island http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/NewsArticles/BasilDowny.html
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“It is an obligate parasite, meaning that it cannot survive outside of a living host. It does not produce overwintering oospores, but survives from year to year on living plants where basil production occurs year round, such as in Florida. From these sites the pathogen spreads via wind-dispersed sporangia that can travel great distances due to their dark pigmentation, which protects them from UV radiation. There is also evidence that the disease can be spread by contaminated seed, though we do not yet understand how this occurs and how important contaminated seed is as a source of primary inoculum.” From Tina Smith, UMass Extension and Leanne Pundt, UConn Extension, Northeast Greenhouse Update http://negreenhouseupdate.info/updates/basil-downy-mildew-0 
More photos and descriptions can be found here: http://livegpath.cals.cornell.edu/gallery/basil/downy-mildew/. 
Adapted from Dr. Elizabeth Lamb, NYS Integrated Pest Management Program
Greenhouse & Christmas tree IPM Update
Urban and Community Forestry: resources online
Over the last decade, Urban and Community Forestry has grown into a robust and highly regarded field of study. The link below takes you to a resource page that highlights a sampling of some of the tools, resources, programs, and activities that are used in the field today. If you know of another exemplar that we should include in this list, please contact the Urban and Community Forestry Action planners. 
Resource list and links here: http://www.urbanforestplan.org/exemplars/
Ecosystem Services Calculations: OpenTreeMap is an open source tool for ecosystem services calculations, urban forestry analysis, and community engagement. Using the Urban Forestry Analysis, the city can map out and calculate total annual benefits saved, energy conserved, stormwater filtered, air quality improved, carbon dioxide removed, and carbon dioxide stored from the local trees.  To find more, visit: https://www.opentreemap.org
Submitted by Jen Stengle, Resource Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County
Swimming Pool Filter Survey: Help Identify Invasive Insects
Pool owners are invited to join in the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) fourth annual Asian longhorned beetle (ALB) Swimming Pool Survey now through August 30 to help keep watch for these exotic, invasive beetles before they cause serious damage to our forests and street trees. The Citizen Pool Survey takes place this time of year when ALBs are expected to become adults, emerge from the trees they are infesting and become active outside those trees.

ALBs are originally from Asia and have caused the death of hundreds of thousands of trees across the nation, particularly in maple trees in New York City, on Long Island, in New Jersey, Chicago, Illinois, Worcester, Massachusetts and Clermont, Ohio. DEC’s Forest Health Program developed a simple and easy survey to track ALBs for homeowners who have swimming pools and are willing to keep an eye out for these insects.
Pool monitoring offers a simple, economical alternative to traditional procedures for surveying ALBs in the state. It also has the potential to become New York's most effective method for detecting ALBs. In addition, this monitoring program gives residents the ability to take an active role in protecting trees in their yards, communities and forests.
With citizens involved in looking for this pest, there is a better chance of finding new infestations early, helping DEC and other state and federal agencies focus their efforts to eliminate infestations. 

For more information on ALB and the Pool Survey, visit DEC’s website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/7255.html. To sign up for the survey, contact: 

NYSDEC Forest Health Program, attn: Jessica Cancelliere, E-mail:foresthealth@dec.ny.gov Phone: 518.478.7813
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Regional Updates:

Report from Westchester: Hot Summer Nights and Bitten by the Love Vine?

With extended periods of seasonal hot weather upon us in the Lower Hudson Valley, turf diseases have finally exploded, mostly brought on by abundant moisture and high nighttime temperatures that do not allow grass to recover from heat stress. Brown patch (http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/brownpatch.pdf), summer patch (http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/summerpatch.pdf) anthracnose (http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/turfgrassanthracnose.pdf) and drechslera leaf spot (http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/drechsleraleafspot.pdf) were all present on a recent sample submitted to the Westchester lab. The area from which the sample was taken was being watered 3 times per week for 35 minutes at each cycle and the irrigation system was never calibrated. An un-calibrated system plus rainfall, plus heat stress often equals a mélange of turf diseases. Add to the mix, poorly drained soil low in organic matter and the scenario of injury can be complete.  Speaking of turf, have you checked out the Cornell Turfgrass Program web site recently at: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/ ? It’s packed with information and resources and both can save you time, money and aggravation, so it’s worth a look.

[image: image5.jpg]


Call this parasitic annual plant by the names Love Vine, Strangleweed, Devil’s-Guts, Witches Shoelaces or even (affectionately?) Goldthread or Angel’s Hair. However, what most of us know as “Dodder” (scientifically known as Cuscuta spp.)  has made a sudden appearance this year in Westchester. Several infestations have been reported and two of the most notable were from a municipal riparian environment and a home landscape. The stringy yellow to golden orange appearance of a dodder infestation has been described in many ways but to me it has the look of angel hair pasta that’s been unappealingly and thinly dressed with an imitation macaroni and cheese sauce. 

The USDA Plants Database http://plants.usda.gov/java/nameSearch lists over well over 40 species of dodder but University of Massachusetts Cooperative Extension Weed  Specialist Randy Prostak notes that about 10 to 14 species are usually present in the Northeast. Randy says that the different species are hard to tell apart unless they are in flower and even then, identification is not always a cake walk. 
Literature suggests that dodder seed can remain viable in soil for over 20 years with a report of 60 years concerning seed taken from a more stable herbarium environment. Different species of dodder parasitize different species of plants including both landscape ornamentals, vegetables and crops such as cranberries and alfalfa. Other specific reported hosts are azalea, chrysanthemum, English ivy, Virginia creeper, clover, potatoes, dahlia, helenium, trumpet-vine and petunias, to name just a few.

Once dodder sprouts from seed, it must find a suitable host to which to attach within the first few days of emergence or it withers and dies. Developing dodder stems are sensitive to touch and “grope” for the stems of prospective hosts around which they “coil” a few times. If the prospective host proves suitable to that dodder species, a root-like structure called a haustorium (Plural: haustoria) forms and penetrates the plant’s tissue for nutrients. The basal part of the plant that sprouted from the soil then dies.  Since it’s not beneficial for a parasite to kill its host, dodder may only weaken the plants that it attacks or reduce crop yields. However, if an infestation is severe enough, plant death could result and who would want an aesthetically unpleasing parasitic plant proliferating in an ornamental or vegetable garden?

Control in the landscape is easiest when an infestation is discovered early and the entire infested plant can be removed, especially before it flowers and goes to seed.  Cutting out a dodder infestation from a valued host might be possible but is labor intensive and if the attached haustorium is not removed (to within ¼ inch below the point of attachment according to one source) it will likely regrow. Since dodder is an annual, a more viable solution in an infested area could be the use of a labelled pre-emergent herbicide. Randy Prostak says that two inches of bark mulch can also be effective in preventing seed from sprouting. The best long-term solution is probably to replant an area with a species of plant not favored by the species of dodder that has become problematic. 
A plethora of detailed Information on this plant seems to be available from a number of Extension sources in a number of states but remember that pesticide guidelines often appear in such information and that the use of pesticide guidelines from other states often may not constitute legal use in New York State.  If you have a dodder infestation and need specifics on control, contact your local Cornell Cooperative Extension for guidance in dealing with the problem.
Resources Consulted: Weed of the Month - Dodder (cuscuta spp.), written by Timothy Abbey, Extension Educator, Penn State Extension, 9/11/12, http://extension.psu.edu/plants/green-industry/news/2012/weed-of-the-month-dodder-cuscuta-spp., Cuscuta and Grammica species – Dodder A Plant Parasite, written by by Curtis E. Swift, Ph.D., Colorado State University Extension, http://www.colostate.edu/Depts/CoopExt/TRA/dodder.html, Dodder, written by Glenn Nice, Weed Diagnostician , Botany & Plant Pathology, Purdue Plant and Pest Diagnostic Laboratory, Purdue  University, https://www.ppdl.purdue.edu/PPDL/index.html, Cuscuta, Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuscuta
Written by Gerald G. Giordano, Senior Horticulture Consultant/Extension Community Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Westchester County
Report from Putnam: Falling leaves: Anthracnose on Birch 
We’ve had two lab samples in the last two weeks with Birch anthracnose. Clients noted yellowing and falling leaves, and on closer inspection, leaf spots on both the yellow leaves and those still on the tree. In years with a wet spring, anthracnose on birch (and other species) can be worse than years with drier springs. But it’s almost autumn you say? Leaves are infected when young, and it’s not until the fungal fruiting bodies erupt from the leaves that we notice something is wrong. That’s too late to treat. There are a few causal organisms, but the fallout is similar: spotted leaves, yellow and light green leaves dropping off the tree in large numbers, and alarmed customers.
You can take action: excellent sanitation can help limit the reoccurrence of this disease: Rake up fallen leaves now when they are easy to spot. Reduce drought stress by using soaker hoses beneath affected trees and avoid overhead watering. Realize that spring weather makes a big impact and we have no control over the weather. 
Here’s a general fact sheet on anthracnose of trees and shrubs: http://plantclinic.cornell.edu/factsheets/anthracnoseoftrees.pdf 

Written by Jen Stengle, Resource Educator, Cornell Cooperative Extension Putnam County
Pesticide Update
Recent NYSDEC 2(ee) recommendations: Bluegrass weevil and Invasive plants
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has recently approved the following 2(ee) recommendations:

Propizol (EPA Reg. No. 74578-8) – for numerous unlabeled fungi on trees.

         Accord XRT II (EPA Reg. No. 62719-556) – for the unlabeled pest Japanese angelica tree.

         Roundup Pro Herbicide (EPA Reg. No. 524-475) – for the unlabeled pest Japanese angelica tree.

         Rodeo (EPA Reg. No. 62719-324) – for the unlabeled pest Japanese angelica tree.

         Roundup Custom for Aquatic & Terrestrial Use (EPA Reg. No. 524-343) – for the unlabeled pest Japanese angelica tree.

         Garlon 4 Ultra (EPA Reg. No. 62719-527) – for the unlabeled pest Japanese angelica tree.

         Pathfinder II (EPA Reg. No. 62719-176) – for the unlabeled pests common buckthorn, glossy buckthorn, honeysuckle, Japanese angelica tree, and oriental bittersweet.

         Crossbow – (EPA Reg. No. 62719-260-5905) – for the unlabeled pests Japanese knotweed and giant knotweed.

Copies of the approved 2(ee) recommendations are currently available on our website. Copies will also be posted to PIMS shortly.

Please remember that applicators must have a copy of the appropriate 2(ee) recommendation in their possession at the time of use.

Reprinted from:

Mike Helms, Extension Support Specialist/Managing Editor - Cornell Guidelines

Pesticide Management Education Program (PMEP)

Cornell Guidelines Website: http://ipmguidelines.org
PMEP Website: http://pmep.cce.cornell.edu
Other Professional Horticulture Programs of Interest:

[Top of Page]
Certified Landscape Technician Training Contact: NYSTLA at 914-993-9455 or visit www.nystla.com An optional national testing program to recognize proficiency of qualified landscape professionals.
Certified Nursery Professional Training Contact: In Dutchess, Putnam & Westchester: Scott Olivieri 914-682-4224; In Orange, Rockland & Ulster: Contact: Mark Masseo 845-658-9148 By passing this exam you can earn the title Certified Nursery Professional (CNP). Contact your New York State Nursery and Landscape Association, listed above, for more details. 
About Pesticide Certification
If you apply pesticides, including weed-killers, weed and feed products, insecticides, fungicides, or tick control products to customer's properties for hire, you or someone in your company must be a New York State Certified Pesticide Applicator through the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation and have their business registered.
There are three levels of commercial certification: applicator, technician, and apprentice:
For Commercial Applicators
To be eligible to take the exams to become certified, you must meet one of the following requirements:
3 out of the past 5 years of verifiable experience as an apprentice working in the category applicant is seeking certification in; or 3 out of the past 5 years as a certified private applicator in a corresponding private category; or Certification in another State with which New York has reciprocity; or if seeking certification in the Sales Category - At least 3 years experience in the sale of pesticides, or can demonstrate, through applicable training certifications or education degrees, that one possesses appropriate technical background.
Certified Pesticide Technician: be at least 17 years of age. 2 years of verifiable experience as an apprentice; or Completion of a 30-hr. training course, approved by the NYS DEC or a baccalaureate or associate degree from an accredited college or university in the area seeking certification. These are offered at the following: 30 Hour Courses: Pest Management Training Center (B. H. Stangel, Inc.): (845) 357-7734, barrypmtc@optonline.net, or visit www.pestmanagementtraining.com/s/. Advanced Technical Consultants (ATC): Kevin Hurley, 845-687-6483, or visit www.pested.com (on line courses). For a more detailed list of current 30 hour certification courses, search the Bureau of Pest Management - Information Portal at http://www.dec.ny.gov/nyspad.

Technicians, once certified, desiring full applicator status the following documentation is required: a letter indicating 2 yrs. of experience or 1 yr. of experience plus 12 recertification credits. Experience and recertification credits must be category or sub-category specific.
Pesticide Apprentice: Must be at least 16 years of age; Must receive 40 hours of pesticide use experience under supervision of a certified applicator and a minimum of 8 hours of instruction on topics outlined in Section 325.18 of Part 325 Rules & Regulations relating to the application of pesticides, before being able to apply general use pesticides under the off-site direct supervision of a certified applicator. Documentation of the above must be maintained by the certified applicator, and include: name & address of apprentice; date(s) of instruction or observation; content of training and certification category; instructor's name and certification identification number; and an evaluation of the competency of the apprentice.
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For Private Applicators
 Must be at least 17 years old. Have at least one year of full-time experience within the last three years in the use of pesticides in the category in which certification is requested --OR Has completed a 30-hr. training course, or has received an associate's or higher level college degree in the area of which certification is requested.
For further information on eligibility rules and regulations, and fees, contact the NYS DEC Region 3 Pesticide Staff at (845) 256-3097. Eligible candidates for certification must and pass two examinations, administered by the NYSDEC. Once you determine you are eligible for certification, contact -your county's NYS DEC office for information on registering for the exams.
NYS DEC Region 3 can be reached by calling (845) 256-3097.
Cornell University Cooperative Extension County Commercial Horticulture Educators 
Dutchess: Stephanie Radin, sradin@cornell.edu, 845-677-8223 x 104 
Orange: Rosemarie Baglia, rsb22@cornell.edu, 845-344-1234 
Putnam: Jennifer Stengle, jjs95@cornell.edu, 845-278-6738 
Rockland: Anne Christian, alc44@cornell.edu, 845-429-7085 
Ulster: Teresa Rusinek, tr28@cornell.edu, 845-340-3990 
Westchester: Gerald Giordano, ggg3@cornell.edu, 914-946-3005
Resources: 

Free Newsletters

Greenhouse IPM update: Elizabeth M. Lamb eml38@cornell.edu
Christmas Tree IPM update: Elizabeth M. Lamb eml38@cornell.edu
Subscription Newsletters:

Cornell Turf Program: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/
Subscribe to Turf Short Cutt, RSS Feed, Blog: http://www.hort.cornell.edu/turf/pdfs/shortcuttorder.pdf
Branching Out: http://branchingout.cornell.edu/
Newsletter Subscription: http://branchingout.cornell.edu/Subscriptions.html
Eastern New York Commercial Horticulture Program (Fruits and vegetables): http://enych.cce.cornell.edu/
Enrolled Newsletter Subscription: email mmp74@cornell.edu
Free Weekly Updates:

· USDA Crop/Weather/Livestock updates: chose your crop, Ag industry or just the weather and email updates will be sent weekly: http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/New_York/Subscribe_to_NY_Reports/
· Forecast: weekly updates for Turf Industry http://www.nrcc.cornell.edu/grass/
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Mention of trade names and commercial products is for educational purposes; no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by Cornell University Cooperative Extension or Cornell University is implied. Pesticide recommendations are for informational purposes only and manufacturers' recommendations change.
Read the manufacturers' instructions carefully before use.
Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University assume no responsibility for the use of any pesticide or chemicals. Some of the links provided are not maintained by Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University. Cornell University Cooperative Extension and Cornell University are not responsible for information on these websites.
They are included for information purposes only and no endorsement by Cornell University Cooperative Extension or Cornell University is implied. You have received this newsletter because you indicated an interest in hearing about the information included in Hudson Valley Horticulture.
If you wish to be removed from future mailings, please contact the office in your county.
If this newsletter has been forwarded to you and you would be interested in receiving a copy each month, contact your local Cornell University Cooperative Extension Educator and ask to be put on the list.
Photos from Vegetable MD online: http://vegetablemdonline.ppath.cornell.edu/NewsArticles/BasilDowny.html





A “Love Vine” grows in Westchester. Photo by Elizabeth Paul





Photo from : http://hyg.ipm.illinois.edu/article.php?id=165
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