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IHA NEWS BRIEFING

19th April 2007

ROYAL PATRONAGE CONFIRMED FOR 2009 CENTENARY CONGRESS.  The Princess Royal has agreed to become Patron of the IHA Centenary Congress, which takes place in London from September 17 to 21, 2009.  

IHA Secretary General Jonathan Swift said he was “delighted” to learn that Princess Anne had agreed to become Patron of the event and might well attend part of it. 

"This very special privilege of Royal Patronage is a fine compliment to the work of the International Federation in our Centenary year and to BHF Group as co-founders and hosts in 1909," he said.

BHF Group, which will host the Congress for the IHA, is planning a spectacular event for international delegates based on the Queen Elizabeth 11 Conference Centre, London’s top conference venue.  

“Three mornings of constructive and inspiring business sessions will be balanced with a social programme worthy of this great city”, commented IHA President Chris Patterson (Pattersons Bristol Ltd).  This includes an exclusive visit to the Tower of London; a Gala Dinner at the city’s Guildhall and a coach trip to Hampton Court Palace, famous for its connections with Henry V111.

Delegate fee is likely to be around £500 per person, with hotel costs a similar £500 for the main Congress hotel, or less for other lower cost but still good quality alternatives.

BHF Group managing director Alan Hawkins has written to all IHA member organisations asking for guidance on the likely number of attendees at the event so that the necessary facilities at the conference venue and hotels can be reserved.

IHA Chairman Olivier Blondet, offering congratulations on behalf of the Managing Committee to BHF Group on the preparations for the 2009 Congress, said: " I must urge all national associations to respond promptly to the request for information. This will be indicative and without commitment, but very helpful." 

Mr Hawkins added: “We shall be writing to all associations shortly asking them what access they have to their members through magazines, mail shots, direct letters, e-mails and/or association websites, so that we can then provide them with the appropriate material to create support.”

BHF Group has also had a demonstration of the Zibrant on-line booking system, which will make it possible for national organisers or individual delegates to do their bookings totally on-line with credit card payment if required.

The IHA website will be updated quarterly, so keep checking for the latest Congress news.  If you would like to register a preliminary interest, contact sheilagoodson@bhfgroup.co.uk
MARK MOVES TO THE COUNTRY. IHA treasurer Mark Fahey has sold his business in Sydney after nearly 21 years and his share in the business in Cootamundra. With his wife, Vicki, he has bought into another business in the country.  His new business address is Young Mitre 10 Home & Trade, 256 Boorowa Street Young NSW 2594, PO Box 539, Young NSW 2594, Australia.

RE-ELECTED PRESIDENT OF GERMAN ASSOCIATION.  Dr. Paul Kellerwessel has been re-elected President of ZHH, the German association, for a further three years.  Elected IHA delegation members were: Karl Boos, Köln; Norbert Caesar, Bremen; Dirk Hacker, Vlotho; Dr. Paul Kellerwessel, Köln; Martin Meesenburg, Flensburg; Guglielmo Mizia, Erlenmoos; Siegfried Rossmann, Oberviechtach; Manfred Stuwe, Nienburg; and Rainer D. Toltz, Berlin.  For further details contact: brigitte.schmidt@hartwaren.de   Website: www.zhh.de
NEW CHAIRMAN FOR PAKISTAN HARDWARE MERCHANTS ASSOCIATION.  Sardar Usman Ghani of Scales Tech. Corporation, 57 Nishtar Road, Lahore, has taken over as Chairman of the Pakistan Hardware Merchants Association (phma_lahore@hotmail.com) and will be responsible for IHA affairs.  Contact details: Tel. (0092 42) 7632511, 7654511.  Mobile: 0333-4252440. E-mail: scalestech@scalestech.com
NORWEGIAN ASSOCIATION DISSOLVED.  At a meeting held on February 16, the 10 members of the Norwegian Association of Hardware Wholesalers decided to dissolve the Association.  Paul Eilertson remains available at the same address: Secretariat, Norwegian Association of Machinery Dealers (MGF), Jernvaregrossistenes Landresforeing, Drammensvein 30, Postboks 2866, Solli, 0230 Oslo. Tel: +47 22 44 78 73. Fx: +47 22 44 47. 

DANISH ASSOCIATION CLOSES.  Changing market conditions have been cited as the main reason for the closing down of Dansk Isenkram Forening, the Danish association. Joergan Brandt will remain a member of the IHA Managing Committee and maintain a link pending possible developments

NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER.  Juan Alarcon – Spain (pilar@gremideferreteria.org) has succeeded Antonio Trullas as a member of the IHA Managing Committee. Snr Trullas was IHA President 1998-2000 and hosted the Congress in Barcellona. 
MANAGING COMMITTEE MEET AT GLEE. TPS Ltd, the organisers of the "Garden and Leisure Equipment Exhibition", have generously agreed to host the next meeting which will be held on 17 September at the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham, UK.

ENDS.
Note to editors: For further information on any items included in this News Briefing, please note that contact details of your local IHA member are linked to each news item.  Full details can also be found on the IHA web site at www.ihaworldwide.org
Additional points of contact:

Jonathan Swift, Secretary General, International Federation of Hardware & Housewares Associations (IHA), Millbridge House, Chaddesley Corbett, Worcs. DY10 4PR, England.    Tel: +44 156 2777268. E-mail: jonathanswift10@btinternet.com or secretary@ihaworldwide.org
Web site: www.ihaworldwide.org 

Or

Maxwell Reader, Interpress Public Relations. Tel: +44 1799 599303. Fax: +44 1799 599 201
E-mail: mreader@agripress.fsnet.co.uk


Please note: If members will identify local trade press editors, we will be pleased to forward copies of this briefing.
