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	GCW-PS-1/INF.1
Date: 20.XII.2012
Original: English


INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS 

A. PLACE OF THE MEETING

Opening date and place of the session

A workshop to establish the groundwork for implementing an initial pilot project version of a GCW Snow Watch will be held at Environment Canada’s offices at 4905 Dufferin Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M3H 5T4 located approximately 20 km north of Downtown Toronto (see location map at end of document).
The session will begin on 28 January 2013, at 0900 in “Conference Room 3” in the basement level. For security reasons all visitors are required to register in the main lobby security desk and wear a visitor badge. Please bring a photo ID with you from your parent organization to speed up this process.  There will be someone present at the desk to escort visitors down to Conference Room 3.  Badges should be turned-in at the Security Desk before leaving each evening. English will be the language used at the meeting and for all documents. 

Lunches and snacks can be purchased in the Environment Canada cafeteria.  Coffee/tea will be provided in the meeting room. A group dinner is planned on Tuesday evening directly after the end of the day’s discussions. The workshop is scheduled to end at midday on Jan. 30th followed by an optional 3 hour field trip to the Environment Canada precipitation intercomparison site located at the Centre for Atmospheric Research Experiments (CARE)  about 70km north of Toronto. Further details are provided in the meeting agenda.

Focal points for the meeting

Ross Brown – organizer (Email: ross.brown@ec.gc.ca, phone: +1 514 282-6464 ext 335)
Anne Walker – local arrangements (Email: anne.walker@ec.gc.ca, phone: +1 416 739-4357)

Chris Derksen – group dinner (Email: chris.derksenr@ec.gc.ca, phone: +1 416 739-5804)

Rodica Nitu – CARE field trip (Email: rodica.nitu@ec.gc.ca, phone: +1 416 739-4133)

B. TRAVEL INFORMATION

Visa Requirements

Participants are asked to check to see if they require a visa to enter Canada. We expect that most will not need a visa. Please see http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visa-exempt.asp for complete information on visa requirements.
Languages, Currency and Credit Cards

The official languages spoken in Canada are English and French. The Toronto region is predominantly English-speaking. 

The currency is the Canadian Dollar (CAD). Most hotels, restaurants and shops accept internationally valid credit cards. Some restaurants accept cash only, so please check when entering the restaurant. Currency exchange and ATM’s are available at the airport and many locations in Toronto. 
Time Zone

Toronto is located in the North American Standard Time (EST) zone which is Universal Coordinated Time (UTC) - 5 during the period of the meeting.

Electricity

The electricity voltage is 110-120V 60 Hz. Plugs/outlets are the standard North American Grounded (3-prong). 

Business Hours
Shops are open on Weekdays from 1000 to 1800 and to 2100 on Thursdays and Fridays. Saturday opening hours are usually 0900 to 1900.  Malls and major retail stores are open on Sunday with opening hours that vary (typically from 1200 to 1700). Banks and Post Offices are generally open weekdays 0800/0900 - 1600/1700.  Some branches may be open Saturdays. Restaurants hours are typically 1100 - 1400 and 1900 - 2300. 

Climate
Winter weather in Toronto can be quite variable.  The typical daily minimum and maximum temperatures for this time of year are -10°C and -2°C.  Precipitation is equally distributed between rain and snow and winter thaws are not uncommon so waterproof outerwear and footwear are recommended.

C.  Arrival at TORONTO International Airport (PEARSON)

The airport is located about 25 km from the meeting location. There is no public transport from the airport to either of the two nearest hotels to the workshop venue.  Fixed rate taxi or limousine service is recommended. The fare to this area of Toronto is ~$45-50 CAD.
D. YOU ARE URGED TO BOOK YOUR HOTEL AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

Special rates for the Workshop have been negotiated at two hotels near the meeting venue:

1. Holiday Inn Toronto Yorkdale***

Address: 3450 Dufferin Street, Toronto, ON, M6A 2V1
Reservations: +1 866 568 0046 (mention “Environment Canada Meeting”) or online http://www.holidayinn.com/hotels/us/en/toronto/yyzty/hoteldetail?groupCode=ENC
Tel:  +1 416 789-5161
Fax: +1 416 785-6845
Two double bed standard non-smoking, single occupancy $129 plus taxes (breakfast not included) - Deadline for special rate: Jan. 13, 2013.

Hotel features: free wireless internet, indoor pool, full service restaurant, located next to Yorkdale Shopping Mall (open till 2100 weekdays), walking distance to Yorkdale Subway station (connection to Downsview station and bus service to Environment Canada)
2. Novotel Toronto North York Hotel****
Address: 3 Park Home Avenue, North York, ON, M2N 6L3

Reservations: +1 416-218-3866 Ext 2 or via email at novotel.northyork@accor.com. Guests should mention the name of the block “Environment Canada” or Block #23250
Tel:  +1 416 733-2929

Fax: +1 416 733-3403
Standard non-smoking, single occupancy $134 plus taxes (breakfast not included) - Deadline for special rate: Jan. 13, 2013. 
Hotel features: complimentary WiFi, full service restaurant, indoor saltwater pool, located on Yonge subway line (North York Centre).
E. TRANSPORTATION / HOTELS / USEFUL INFORMATION

Public Transportation: The Toronto Transit Commission provides bus, tram and subway services (http://www.ttc.ca/). You need a ticket, token, pass, transfer or exact cash on buses and streetcars. Tokens can be purchased at subway station booths or from vending machines ($3 for single fare or 3 tokens for $7.80). A day pass can be purchased for $10.50.
The meeting venue at 4905 Dufferin Street is accessible by public transport (North - 117 Alness or 105B Dufferin North busses from Downsview Station on the Yonge-University-Spadina Subway Line). Public transport from either of the two hotels to 4905 Dufferin is not straightforward and meeting participants are encouraged to share taxis. If anyone is planning on driving to the building, we should advise that there is a charge for parking in the building parking lots.  There is an area reserved in the south lot (closest to the building) for daily parking and a machine in the front lobby to pay for the fee ($2.00/hour to a maximum of $10.00).
Toronto Subway Map: http://www3.ttc.ca/Subway/interactivemap.jsp 
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Location map of workshop venue in north Toronto (Environment Canada, 4905 Dufferin Street), and the two closest hotels.
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