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Pallas-Sodankylä GAW station – picture © Juha Hatakka
Opening of the Session 

The Third Meeting of the EC Panel of Experts on Polar Observations, Research and Services (EC-PORS-3) will be held in Sodankylä municipality, Finland from 6 to 8 February 2012. The opening of the session will take place at 08:30 hours on Monday, 6 February 2012, in the Kipinä meeting room of the Lapland Hotel Luostotunturi (website: http://www.luostotunturi.com/en/,  tel: +358 16 620 400, email: luostotunturi@laplandhotels.com). The meeting will be conducted in English only. The meeting will finish around 17:00 h on Wednesday, 8 February.
Session venues

The first and third day of the meeting will be held in the Hotel Luostotunturi as mentioned above. The second day (Tuesday, 7 February) will be held at the Finnish Meteorological Institute’s Arctic Research Centre. Bus transportation will be arranged from the hotel to FMI Arctic Research Centre, further information will be given during the first day of the meeting.

Hotel Accommodation 

Participants are responsible for their own hotel reservations. However the meeting organizers have booked a block of rooms at the Lapland Hotel Luostotunturi with a special rate: 106€/person/single or 53€/person/double occupancy. Please book the room using online booking system available at: https://www.lyyti.fi/ilmoittaudu/EXECUTIVE_COUNCIL_PANEL_OF_EXPERTS_ON_POLAR_OBSERVATIONS_RESEARCH_AND_SERVICES_3789. Please respect the reservation deadline of 15 December 2011.

Registration of participants 

All participants will be automatically registered while checking in to the Hotel Luostotunturi. Participants will receive identification badges at the time of registration. 

Session Documents 

Documents for the session may be found on the WMO website: http://www.wmo.int/pages/meetings/ec_bodies_sessions_en.html
Internet facilities 

Free wireless internet connection is available throughout the hotel. 

Entry formalities 

Foreign nationals’ entry into Finland is subject to the provisions of the Finnish Aliens Act and the Schengen Agreement. All participants should possess a valid passport and/or passport replacing travel documents. Foreign nationals who need an entry visa are requested to apply for it from the nearest Finnish diplomatic mission. More details about required travel documents can be found from the website of the Passport and Visa Unit of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs at:

http://www.formin.fi/public/default.aspx?nodeid=15716&contentlan=2&culture=en-US. 

General enquiries about travel documents accepted by Finland and visa issues should be emailed to the Passport and Visa Unit (visas.passports@formin.fi). Enquiries about the progress of visa applications or about the application procedure itself should be made directly to the Finnish mission processing the matter.

Transportation 

The nearest airport is located in Rovaniemi. There are a few flights every day between Helsinki and Rovaniemi throughout the year. According to the current schedule four flights arrive at Rovaniemi from Helsinki on Sunday, 5 February, therefore please book your flights early enough to secure your seat in the plane. Please also take into account that according to the current flight schedule the final flight on Wednesday, 8 February, is at 18:05 h from Rovaniemi to Helsinki and the connecting SkiBus bus leaves from the hotel already at 15:00 h, due to this and to secure the attendance on the final meeting day, it is advised that the return travels would be scheduled for Thursday, 9 February, at the earliest (please check the excursion option below before booking your flights).

The distance from Rovaniemi Airport to Luosto is approximately 110 km i.e. around 1 hour 30 minutes. There is a direct SkiBus service between Rovaniemi Airport and Hotel Luostotunturi connected with flights arrivals/departures. One way ticket price is 23€ and return 43€. Pyhä-Luosto-Rovaniemi Skibus timetable with relevant flight connections (valid until 4.3.2012 but please check possible changes before the trip): http://luosto.fi/booknow/?file=content_exec&id=2231. If your flight is running over an hour late, please contact the bus company tel. +358 45 123 0055 (24h) that the driver is aware of the situation.

It is also possible to take a taxi from the airport to the hotel but it is expensive (at least 150€). If there aren’t any taxis available at the airport, please call the central booking centre +358 200 88 000 (open 24h).
Financial services

The official currency of Finland is the Euro. Well known credit cards (Visa, MasterCard etc.) are accepted in most places. Nearest banks and ATMs are located in parish village of Sodankylä about 40 km from Luosto so please take this into account and make sure that you have Euros or credit card with you (ATMs and currency exchange desks can be found at Helsinki-Vantaa airport). It is also possible to exchange Dollars to Euros at the Hotel Luostotunturi.
Excursion

Finnish Meteorological Institute will arrange a guided tour to Pallas-Sodankylä GAW station which is located on the top of the Sammaltunturi (fjeld) on Thursday, 9 February. The tour will start from and end to the Hotel Luostotunturi (one way drive about 3 hours). Those interested in participating to this tour are requested to contact Mrs Marja-Liisa Tuomola via email (marja-liisa.tuomola@fmi.fi) no later than 15 December 2011 to receive further information and to secure their place on the tour. 
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Tour participants should book their return flights for Friday, 10 February, at the earliest (the tour will take the whole Thursday). Participants who return to hotel Luostotunturi can fly back home from Rovaniemi airport (SkiBus connection). For those who are interested in staying a night or two in some other resort than Luosto there is an option on the way back from the tour to stop at the Levi Ski Resort (http://www.levi.fi/en/home.html - about 1h drive from Sammaltunturi). In the case you decide to stay at the Levi Ski Resort easiest option is to fly back home from Kittilä airport (only 15 min drive from Levi). Participants staying at Levi are responsible for their own accommodation reservations. Some hotel options: http://www.levi.fi/en/accommodation/hotels.html.
Things to see and do

The Luosto silver pine village is situated at 200 metres above sea level. In wintertime, the temperatures in Luosto may be up to ten degrees Celsius higher than its surrounding regions. Luosto has good winter sport possibilities including cross-country skiing trail network covering 160 km and seven down-hill skiing slopes (Luosto ski area and service map: http://www.pyha.fi/site_images/luosto_rinnekartta_web.pdf). Detailed information about Pyhä-Luosto National Park and services: http://www.pyha.fi/english/. 

Some companies provide different kinds of winter activities and safaris in the Luosto area e.g.:

Snowgames: https://www.snowgames.fi/images/tiedostot/weekly_winter_program_2011-2012.pdf 

A La Carte Lapland: http://www.alacartelapland.com/luosto-winter-programme.html
Hotel Luostotunturi – Wintertime activities: http://www.luostotunturi.com/en/index.php?os=5. 

Weather 

Information on the climate of Sodankylä (based on 1981-2010 statistics) is listed below:

Mean temperature



- 12,7°C

Mean maximum temperature


 -  8,1°C 

Mean minimum temperature


- 18,1°C 

Mean humidity



     83%

Mean monthly precipitation


     30 mm

Mean snow depth (15th Feb)


     67 cm

Average number of days with precipitation (>1mm)
     
       8

February record maximum temperature


 + 6,5°C (17.2.1976)

February record minimum temperature 


- 49,0°C (5.2.1912)

As shown in the statistics above, it can be quite cold in February so please take enough warm clothes with you (proper gloves, scarf, stocking cap, socks, thick warm shoes, warm jacket, thermal underwear etc.). Therefore the meeting dress code is also casual. 

Electricity 

Electric current in Finland is 220V (230V), 50Hz. A round two-pin plug system (CEE 7/16, more information: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europlug), familiar throughout Europe, is used. 

In case of emergency

In the event of an emergency requiring e.g. police or ambulance call 112.

Contact Information 

For further information, or less immediate needs, please contact the hotel, or: 

Mrs Marja-Liisa Tuomola 

International Affairs Coordinator

Finnish Meteorological Institute 

Tel +358 9 1929 3433 

Mobile; +358 50 3100 879 

Fax +358 9 1929 2203 

marja-liisa.tuomola@fmi.fi
NOTE: If you have any special food requirements (e.g. allergies, vegetarian etc.), please add those to the hotel registration form. 
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New X-band receiving station at Sodankylä for the acquisition of Earth Observation data from polar orbiting satellites

� Excursion is weather dependent.





