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	Introduction

	Public procurement has been a neglected area of research, despite its importance as a key function of government. Public procurement faces greater public scrutiny than its counterpart in the private sector.  Public procurement professionals walk a tight rope over the real world: being responsive to policy makers and citizens while trying to improve efficiency and effectiveness.  Moreover, public procurement more than just purchasing goods and services needed for government operations; it is used as a policy tool to achieve social, economic, and political objectives. 


Finally, a changing environment of technological advances, international trade agreements, changes in business practices, and increased demands by various stakeholders (policy makers, taxpayers and business partners) is forcing major changes in the public procurement function. 


The conference will provide an opportunity for practitioners and researchers alike to share best practices, discuss critical issues of concern, and exchange work experiences.


Researchers and practitioners from other countries than the USA are particularly encouraged.
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	VENUE AND DIRECTIONS

	Conference venue: Embassy Suites Hotel

The event will be held at the Embassy Suites Hotel

1100 Southeast 17th Street
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33316

Conference Room Rate:  $139.00/single or double (plus tax and other standard charges). This rate will cover (1) breakfast, (2) cocktails from 5:30-7:30 pm, and (3) transportation from and to Hollywood-Fort Lauderdale International Airport.  Parking is $7.00/day if you are renting a car.

Embassy Suites Hotel is an upscale all-suite hotel located on the 17th Street Causeway in the heart of Fort Lauderdale. Embassy Suites is conveniently located within minutes of the Fort Lauderdale Hollywood International Airport, Broward County Convention Center, Port Everglades, Intracoastal Waterway, Fort Lauderdale Beach, Las Olas Boulevard, downtown and the Riverwalk.

Hotel reservations should be made prior to September 15, 2004.

Please note that the Embassy Suites provides free shuttle services between Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport and the hotel.  You can wait for the shuttle bus at the sidewalk of the airport.  Miami International Airport is about one hour away from the conference hotel.  Transportation between the hotel and this airport is not covered by Embassy Suites; however, you make take the Super Shuttle for approximately $25-30 or make other transportation arrangements (taxi service will be more expensive) from Miami to Fort Lauderdale.

	To confirm the hotel registration, the Hotel Reservation Form (below) should be sent no later than September 15, 2004. We cannot guarantee any hotel reservation at the above rate after this date.


	Directions

	

	The Embassy Suites Hotel is an upscale all suite hotel located on the 17th Street Causeway in the heart of Fort Lauderdale. Embassy Suites is conveniently located in the heart of Fort Lauderdale, two miles from Ft. Lauderdale International Airport, 1/2 mile from Port Everglades (Cruise Ships), two miles from Downtown (Las Olas), two miles from the beach and within walking distance of the Convention Center, dining, shopping and the excitement of the Intracoastal Waterway makes Embassy Suites a great place to stay.

Ground Transportation

Arriving at the Fort Lauderdale Airport: Use the courtesy phone located in baggage claim to contact the hotel. The Embassy Suites Hotel will send a shuttle to pick you up.

Arriving from Miami International Airport:  

   -  “SuperShuttle” (name of a company): Just claim your luggage on the lower level and go to curb side. Contact a SuperShuttle Guest Service Representative wearing either a gold shirt or a blue jacket that says ‘SuperShuttle’. They will arrange SuperShuttle transportation to your destination.  Approximate fare: $25.00 per person.  Reservations: (800) 874-8885 or (305) 871-2000.  Please visit its website for further information: http://www.supershuttle.com/htm/cities/mia.htm.  

   - Taxi: If you take a taxi (for 1-3 persons), it will cost about US$80.00 (depending on traffic conditions) plus tip.  

Driving: From I-95: Exit I-595 East. Exit U.S.1 North. Turn right on SE 17th Street. The hotel is two blocks on the right side.

From The Turnpike: Exit I-595 East. Exit U.S.1 North. Turn right on SE 17th Street. The hotel is two blocks on the right side.

From I-75: Exit I-595 East. Exit U.S.1 North. Turn right on SE 17th Street. The hotel is two blocks on the right side.

Valet parking is available at a charge of $10.00 per day. Self-parking is $7.00 nightly. 


	Conference Registration and Fee

	Registration
Registration should be made before September 30, 2004. Those who pay after this deadline have to pay a US $20.00 surcharge.  For cost saving, no invoice will be sent. Please download the Registration Form below.

	Fee

The full conference fee is 95.00 US dollars. This fee includes conference proceedings, attendance at all sessions and refreshments and lunches and a reception dinner. 
Payment
Payments can be made by credit card (Visa, Master, American Express, Discover), or by sending a bank cheque made payable to Florida Atlantic University Foundation (see attached registration form).

	Cancellation
Cancellations before the conference are eligible for a 50% refund of the conference fee.


	Important Dates



	 
	Deadline

	 Full paper submissions
	August 1, 2004

	 Informing authors of reviewers’ comments 
	 August 15, 2004

	 Deadline for final paper submission 
	August 31, 2004

	 Hotel registration submission
	September 15, 2004

	 Conference registration submission
	September 30, 2004

	 Conference starts
	October 21, 2004

	Papers should be sent to Professor Khi V. Thai at thai@fau.edu.




PROGRAM

	Time
	Theme 1: Procurement Reform & The Future
	Theme 2: 

Public Procurement in Practice
	Theme 3: 

Economics & Politics in Public Procurement

	October 21

	8:30-9:30 am
	Registration

	9:30-10:15 am
	Welcome & Information

	10:15 am -12:00 pm
	Plenary Session: Capacity Building

	12:00-1:30 pm
	Lunch (on your own)

	1:30-3:15 pm
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel

	3:15-3:30 pm
	Break

	3:30-5:15 pm
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel

	7:00-9:00 pm
	Dinner 

	October 22

	8:30-10:00 am
	Plenary Session: Global Procurement Reform

	10:00-10:15 am
	Break

	10:15 am -12:00 pm 
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 

	12:00-1:30 pm
	Lunch (on your own)

	1:30-3:15 pm
	
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 

	3:15-3:30 pm
	Break

	3:30-5:15 pm
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel 

	7:00-9:00 pm
	Dinner 

	October 23

	8:30-10:15 am
	Concurrent Panel 
	Concurrent Panel
	Concurrent Panel

	10:15-10:30 am
	Break

	10:30 am - 12:00 pm
	Closing Plenary Session: Future Prospects; 

Suggestions for Next Time


	Conference Paper Publications

	According to our plan, conference papers will be peer-reviewed and published as follows:

1. About 6 papers will be selected for publication in the Journal of Public Procurement;

2. About 20 papers will be selected for publications in a book form, “Challenges in Public Procurement: An International Perspective” (a tentative cover page attached); and

3. Remaining papers will be published in a CD form, “Challenges in Public Procurement: An International Perspective.”

We plan to have publications available for distributions at the Conference.  In order for us to meet this ambitious timetable as attached, your cooperation and support will be very much appreciated.  Please pay attention to the paper submission deadline, 1 August 2004.
In order to save your time and the Publisher’s time, please follow the Guide for Authors carefully when you prepare your manuscript. 

	Paper Length (including all references, illustrations, etc.):  

No more than 16 pages.



	Review Criteria
The following review criteria will apply, for:

For concept papers:
· Problem formulation 

· Likely interest in topic 

· Organization (logical flow) 

· Communication (readability, clarity) 

· Conclusion and recommendations 

· Contribution to discipline 

      For empirical papers:
· Choice of research method 

· Research design (incl. sampling, data collection) 

· Operationalization of variables 

· Statistical analysis 

For practitioner papers:
· Substance 

· Originality, novelty 

· Relevance, pertinence 

· Objectivity 

· Usefulness to the profession 

· Form 
· Clearness, structure 

· Overall format, presentation 

Authors are advised to anticipate these criteria, also to be used in the extended abstract.
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	 Guidelines for Authors

	Please submit a printed copy of your manuscript and a disk file (in Microsoft Word for PC) to ensure the most efficient manuscript production.  Use the one typeface and size (TIMES NEW ROMAN, 11-point), even for the title of your article and headings. All pages should have the following margins:

· Left/Right = 2”

· Top/Bottom = 1.75”

· Line spacing: single

· Paragraph spacing: 6pt (click on FORMAT, select INDENTS AND SPACING and type 0 at SPACING, BEFORE and 6pt at SPACING, AFTER).


The manuscript should start with a TITLE (in bold and uppercase--all in capital letters), and followed by author’s full name and biosketch (See an example below).  The ABSTRACT should not have more than 120 words in length, covering (1) a statement of the background situation that led to the development of the manuscript; (2) a clear statement of the problem or the basic issues involved; (3) a brief summary of the key findings or conclusions of the research; and (4) a brief description of the methodology used.  


Whenever possible, the text discussion should be divided into such major sections as INTRODUCTION, METHODS, RESULTS, DISCUSSION, ACKNOWLEDGMENTS, and REFERENCES.  Each heading should be in capital letters, centered, and in bold.  Secondary headings, if any, should be flush with the left margin, in bold characters, and have the first letter of all main words capitalized.  All manuscripts should be left- and right-hand margin justified.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS of collaboration, sources of research funds, and address changes for an author should be listed in a separate section at the end of the paper after the section on References.


EXPLANATORY FOOTNOTES should be kept to a minimum and be numbered consecutively throughout the text and aggregated in sequence under the heading NOTES, at the end of the text but before REFERENCES.


REFERENCES.  The references section serves to provide the reader with sufficient information so that he or she can easily locate the work cited in the research. The APA style (a name-date reference system) is used for all PrAcademics Press’ publications.  Please refer Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. References cited in text must appear in the reference list. Each entry in the reference list must be cited in text. The text citation and reference list entry must be identical in spelling and year. Overall, each reference should include the following information author(s)’ name (first name, middle initial, and last name); title of work; journal, serial, proceedings, or book in which the work was published; volume and number of the issue  [example: volume 1, number 1 would appear as 1(1)]; date the work was published; page numbers (in the case of journals, serials, and proceedings).  See an example below.


FIGURES and TABLES should fit the size of the journal (with L/R margins = 2” and T/B margins = 1.75”). Thus if needed, font 10-point can be used. All FIGURES and TABLES should be placed in appropriate locations in the text.  


FIGURES. All figures should be numbered and have a legend.  The legend should be a brief but complete explanation of the figure and its relationship to the text.  All legends should be simple, clear, and direct.  Legends should be compiled, single-spaced, at the end of each manuscript, not placed within the body of the text or included on the figure itself.


TABLES.  In constructing tables, take care to plan for maximum effectiveness and clarity.  Tables should bear a significant relationship to the topic under discussion, and should be fully explained in the text.  The title should appear directly above the table.  Horizontal rules should be used to separate column headings and column subheadings.  Avoid using vertical rules.  All tables should be compiled at the end of the manuscript.

      ABOUT AUTHOR. Full name, academic degree, position, employer, research interest, For example:

David A. Joe, MA, is Manager, Division of Purchasing, Ministry of …, Gambia.

      REFERENCES: Please visit www.pracademicspress.com, click on “Author Guidelines”.


	BEST MANUSCRIPT AWARDS

The publisher (PrAcademics Press, which publishes the Journal of Public Procurement) will grant two awards: 

-  $1,500.00 for the best manuscript, and

-  $500.00 for the runner-up.

Awards will be presented at the Conference.
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INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC PROCUREMENT CONFERENCE
October 21-23, 2004, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, USA

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Registration Fee: US$ 95.00.    Payment due date: September 15, 2004

	First Name
	

	Middle Initial
	

	Last Name
	

	Institution/Agency
	

	Department/Office
	

	Office Address
	

	City, State, and 

Zip or Postal Code
	

	Country
	

	Telephone Number
	Office:                                              Home:

	Fax number
	


CONFERENCE FEE PAYMENT:

1. If paying by check (American bank) or money order, please mail a check or money order in U.S. dollars made payable to Florida Atlantic University Foundation.  Mail it to:

	Ms. Terry Champagnie, Executive Secretary, School of Public Administration, Florida Atlantic University, 111 E. Las Olas Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301, USA


2. If paying by credit card, please complete the following:

	Check one:

__Visa card

__ Master card

__ American Express 

__ Discover card
	Card number: __________________________________________
Expiration date of credit card:_____________

                                                  (mm/yyyy)

	Name as it appears on credit card
	

	Signature
	

	

	Comments (if any)




Note: Please E-MAIL or print this page and FAX it to: 

Ms. Terry Champagnie at tchampag@fau.edu or 

Fax number 954-762-5693

Telephone contact for inquiries: 954-762-5650 (email preferred)

INTERNATIONAL PUBLIC PROCUREMENT CONFERENCE

HOTEL RESERVATION FORM

Embassy Suites Hotel


You can make on-line reservations by visiting:

http://esfortlauderdale-17thstreet.felcor.com/, or 

use the following form and fax it to Embassy Suites Hotel at:  (954) 760-7202.

For further hotel inquiries, please call Embassy Suites Hotel at: (954) 527-2700.

	Date

	Check in
	____ October 2004

	Check out
	____ October 2004

	Number of Rooms
	

	Number of Guests per Room
	

	Preferences.  If no preferences are selected, all room types will be displayed

	Smoking
	--- Yes    --- No

	Beds
	---- Bed   --- Two beds

	Special rates
	IPP Conference rate: $139.00/day, including breakfast


	ACCOMPANYING PERSONS’ PROGRAM

	Information about local attractions will be provided in the registration packages to be distributed on site.


	Information

	Correspondence should be addressed to:

Mary Johnson
Liberal Arts Building, Suite 473 

Florida Atlantic University

2912 College Avenue

Davie, FL 33314

Tel: (954) 236-1204; Fax: (954) 236-1065

E-mail: MJOHN110@fau.edu


