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MEMORANDUM FOR  2016 RAMSTEIN AEROSPACE MEDICINE SUMMIT AND NATO STO TECHNICAL COURSE ATTENDEES 
FROM:  HQ USAFE/SGP 

 
Gebaude 547, Flugplatz

     
66877 Ramstein-Miesenbach


Germany

SUBJECT:  2016 Ramstein Aerospace Medicine Summit and NATO STO Technical Course

GENERAL INFORMATION

The 2016 Ramstein Aerospace Medicine Summit (RAMS) and NATO Science and Technology Organization (STO) Technical Course will be held 14-18 March 2016, in the Ramstein Officers’ Club on Ramstein Air Base, Germany.

The RAMS portion will begin at 0800 hours, 14 Mar 2016, and end at approximately 1130 hours, 16 Mar 2016.  The NATO STO Technical Course will begin at 1300, 16 Mar 2016, and end at approximately 1220 hours, 18 Mar 2016.

An Administration Fee of 150 USD is required to attend the conference. Payment will be collected on the registration website. Cancellations made on or before 1 Mar 2016 will be given a full refund, minus any credit card transaction fees.  Cancellations made after 1 Mar 2016 are not eligible for a refund.  Because the Administration Fee is used to cover costs including food items, the fee is not reimbursable for US Department of Defense (military or civilian) personnel.  Reimbursement rules may vary for other partner nation attendees. 

The Course Director for the RAMS portion is Col (Dr) Billy Pruett, US Air Forces in Europe-US Air Forces Africa Command Chief of Aerospace Medicine.  The Course Director for the NATO STO Technical Course portion is Lt Col (Dr) Toan Tran, Royal Netherlands Air Force.
This year, we will again be offering AMA PRA Category 1 continuing medical education (CME) credits.
REGISTRATION
To attend both portions of the conference, you must register at both the RAMS and the NATO STO registration sites.  To register for the RAMS portion of the conference, please go to the website at:
http://www.asma.org/annual-meetings/other-meetings/2016-ramstein-aerospace-medicine-summit-(rams-16)
To register for the NATO STO portion of the conference, please go to the website at: 
http://www.cso.nato.int/Meetings.aspx
Any questions should be directed to Col Billy Pruett, Lt Col Kirk Winger, or Lt Col William Hurtle at usafesgp.sgpaerospacemedicine@us.af.mil.  

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE ACCESS

For DoD civilians and US/NATO military personnel, special clearances are not required for base access and travel on base.  ALL non-DoD civilians or US/NATO military personnel must first stop at the West Gate Visitor Center (see attached map) in order to gain access to the base.  The names of all registered participants will be included on the Entry Access List for the conference.  Participants should inform the duty guards at the Visitors Center that they are attending the Ramstein Aerospace Medicine Summit and NATO STO Technical Course, and that their names should be on the entry access list.   After obtaining the necessary clearance at the Visitor Center, participants may then proceed through the West Gate to the Kaiserslautern Military Community Center (KMCC) where base billeting/lodging is located.  

BILLETING/LODGING ACCOMMODATIONS

We are pleased to announce that a block of rooms at the base hotel have been reserved for all participants.  To guarantee a room, reservations must be made by 26 February 2016.  Reservations made after this date can still be made, but rooms at the base hotel will be on a space-available basis and accommodations may be off-base.  If you would like to reserve one of these rooms, please follow the booking procedures below:

1. E-mail Lt Col William Hurtle at william.hurtle@us.af.mil; DSN 314-480-6757/Commercial +49 (0) 6371-47-6757.
2. Await e-mail confirmation from Lt Col Hurtle (NOTE: Lodging confirmation numbers will be provided after 29 February 2016 and will be e-mailed to each participant).  
3. NOTE:  The only credit cards accepted by the base hotel are MasterCard and Visa.

Check-in starts at 1400 hours daily.  **CREDIT CARDS are required to ensure rooms are not cancelled if you arrive after 1800 hours on the day of check-in.  If no credit card number is provided with the reservation form, we cannot guarantee on-base lodging will be available after 1800 hours!  Individuals can cancel a reservation up until 0500 hours the same morning of the check-in date.   Luggage can be stored on the first floor of the base hotel at check-in/check-out if required.

Room payment for all nights is required in advance at check-in by US currency: cash, check, or credit card (only MasterCard and Visa are accepted).  The price of lodging for the majority of the rooms is currently 60.00 USD per night, but may vary based upon rank. 
CONFERENCE CENTER

The conference will be held at the Ramstein Officers’ Club, on Ramstein Air Base (see attached map). Sign-in will be from 0700 to 0830 on Monday, 14 Mar 2016 in the Officers’ Club.  Refreshments will be provided throughout the day during the conference.

CONFERENCE ATTIRE

Active duty military attendees may wear Flight Suits, ABU, BDUs or country service equivalent uniform combinations Monday through Friday.  Civilians will wear business casual (no jeans).

CALL FOR TOPICS

We have completed a speaker agenda.  However, we are willing to accept proposals for next year’s summit.
General Officers will be allocated time to provide updates related to their Services’ international interoperability and other relevant topics.   

The conference can support presentations in varied formats; however, Microsoft PowerPoint version 2003, or a more recent version is preferred.  The conference can accept electronic files on DVD, CD-ROM, or external drives or memory devices.  

All briefings must be UNCLASSIFIED.  Since translation capabilities are not available, we ask that lectures be presented in English.

Final versions of presentations must be received not later than 1 Mar 2016.  Files less than 5 MB in size should be e-mailed to usafesgp.sgpaerospacemedicine@us.af.mil.  Larger files may be hand-carried on DVD, CD-ROM, or Flash Drive and delivered to Lt Col Kirk Winger (or his designee) during conference sign-in.  

TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM RAMSTEIN AIR BASE

Government transportation is not available to or from Ramstein Air Base.  Although we are not able to provide Government transportation, varied commercial transportation is available and reasonably priced.  We assume that many of you will be traveling by commercial air and will be flying into Frankfurt’s Main International Airport.  There are several ways to get from the airport to the base.  Personnel may travel to Ramstein AB via rental car, train, or airport shuttle.  If arriving by train, a taxi will be needed to reach the base from the train station.

All of the major car rental agencies are available to choose from if you prefer to drive from the airport.  International driver licenses are strongly encouraged.  We suggest utilizing Google Maps for driving directions.  Driving time from Frankfurt to Ramstein is approximately 75 - 90 minutes depending on traffic and construction.
Travel by train in Germany is both efficient and reasonably priced.  Trains travel from the Frankfurt Main International Airport station to the Landstuhl (Hbf) station almost hourly.  Express trains run approximately every two hours.  Travel time is approximately 150 minutes by regular train and approximately 70 minutes by express.  You can use the following Web link to obtain additional train information: http://reiseauskunft.bahn.de/bin/query.exe/en.

If you decide to travel by train to Landstuhl, you can call a taxi once you arrive at the station or call in advance for a reservation for travel to Ramstein Air Base.  For pre-arranged taxi service please phone commercial: +49-(0)6371-50510.  If you desire taxi service after your arrival in Landstuhl, please phone commercial: 06371-50510.  If you use another taxi service, you need to be aware that not all taxis are cleared to enter the air base and will have to drop you off at one of the entry control gates to the air base.

Finally, you can also request or pre-arrange shuttle service to Ramstein Air Base.  Two companies providing this service are: 1) Alex Airport Shuttle (www.aas-airport-shuttle.de/en/), approximately 40 Euro one way and 75 Euro round trip; phone commercial: +49-(0)6371-43068; or 2) Rita’s Shuttle Service (www.airport-shuttle-ramstein.com/), approximately 40 Euro one way and 80 Euro round trip; conventional phone line: +49-(0)6371-58626 or cell phone/handy: +49-(0)171-28-31667.  Both shuttles have base access and can drop off at lodging.  Please contact the shuttle companies for exact costs since prices may vary based on the time of pick-up (before 0500 and after 1500).
PLANNED SOCIAL GATHERINGS

There is a “no-host” social gathering/welcoming scheduled for Monday, 14 March, from 

1830–2100 hours at the Ramstein Officers Club (see attached map).  The Officers Club is located about a 10–15 min walk from billeting (see attached map).  The administration fee covers the charges for each registered participant for food (heavy hors d'oeuvres).  Bar beverages will be available for purchase.

A dinner is planned at a local restaurant for Wednesday evening, 16 March, from 1830–2130 hours.  Directions will be provided during the conference.  The cost of the dinner for registered participants is also included in the administration fee.  Several drinks will be provided at the dining tables.  Other beverages will be available during dinner on a pay-as-you-go basis in Euro currency.

For individuals bringing a guest to any of the social events, an additional guest fee of 50 USD per guest must be paid upon arrival at the conference.  The guest fee covers both social events.
In addition to the social gatherings described above that are open to all conference participants, presenters will be invited to attend a special reception to be held in their honor on Tuesday evening, 15 March.

CONTACT INFORMATION

If you have questions prior to your arrival or during your stay with us, please contact us by email at:  usafesgp.sgpaerospacemedicine@us.af.mil; or by phone at: +49-(0)6371-47-6757.
If you have not attended these events in the past, we look forward to meeting you. We are sure that you will find your participation to be a rewarding experience.  We also look forward to renewing friendships with our returning colleagues.    

Very Respectfully,

Col (Dr) Billy Pruett
Lt Col (Dr) Toan Tran
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