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The Alliance

bulletin


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 130 : mid-December 2012/January 2013                     www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 

Appendix one

· The directory of opportunities for press card holders




Registering with the Alliance 

To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

The Alliance press card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Appendix one for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, operates in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalists only.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Columbia 

Colombia  in January sees the South American country hosting the Hay Festival, the Carnival of Blacks and Whites and the Cartagena International Music Festival.

The Cartagena International Music Festival

Cartagena’s International Music Festival starts 5 January 2013 and takes the theme of El Estilo Italiano (the Italian Style), celebrating Italian music from the 14th to 18th centuries.  

The festival has also launched a new series entitled “Music from the Old to the New World” which will consist of five concerts dedicated to Latin American composers and performers whose work makes up the contemporary music stream. 

The Carnival of Blacks and Whites

Pasto stages the Carnival of Blacks and Whites (Carnaval de Negros y Blancos), the largest celebration in southern Colombia between the 4 and 6 January each year.

The carnival dates back to the ancient times of the Pasto and Quillacinga Indians, who held celebrations in honour of their moon goddess as a way of pleading protection for their crops.

The Hay Festival 

The Hay Festival, held between the 24 and 27 January 2013, sees the Walled City of Cartagena stage four days of events covering literature, film-making, journalism, music, and art. 

Visit : www.colombia.travel. Journalists interested in travelling out to Colombia to write about the country, or to cover one of these events, contact amy@axistravelmarketing.com. 

Sumahan on the Water, Istanbul

Sumahan on the Water, one of Istanbul's  luxury boutique hotels, has received a 2012 World Luxury Hotel Award in the Best Historical Hotel Award category. 

Occupying a historical building which was once a 19th-century Ottoman distillery, Sumahan on the Water,  is situated on the waterfront of the upper reaches of the Bosphorus close to Cengelkoy on the Asian shores of Istanbul.  

Visit : www.sumahan.com and www.luxuryhotelawards.com. To request a press visit contact: Rebecca Erol at sumahan@redmintcomms.co.uk.

Bradt Swaziland

Bradt Swaziland is the first guide on the country to be published in Europe.

Swaziland is Africa's second smallest country and its last absolute monarchy and author Mike Unwin, explores the wildlife reserves, wild hiking trails offering waterfalls, rock art,flora and birdlife.

The book divides Swaziland into four distinct regions, with detailed maps and itineraries, and includes a practical guide to neighbouring attractions easily accessed from Swaziland, including Maputo (Mozambique) and the Kruger Park (South Africa).

Visit : www.bradtguides.com. For review copies contact : Debbie Hunter at press@bradtguides.com. 

Conrad Maldives Rangali Island 

The six star Conrad Maldives Rangali Island is inviting guests to exchange their luxury villas and spa treatments for a stay in staff accommodation on a local island to help whale shark research.  

Volunteers can spend up to four weeks in the Maldives conducting whale shark research and fostering community-focused conservation initiatives throughout the country. 

They will also be collecting and analysing data and sharing their own much-needed skills to protect and save these gentle and endangered fish.

Sponsored by Conrad Maldives Rangali Island, the MWSRP is a leading authority on whale sharks in the Maldives and an active member of the international conservation coalition, the Shark Alliance. 

MWSRP have been building up a demographic profile of the whale shark population in the Maldives and over the past six years have documented over 800 encounters.  

The pioneering research of the MWSRP into the demography and movements of the whale shark population in the Maldives provides the scientific basis behind the programme’s conservation goals. 

Potential volunteers contact the charity and pay for their accommodation during their stay, which is around £1,035 for two weeks, plus flights.  

The progamme will run until February 2013.

Visit : www.conradmaldives.com. For press trip requests contact:

Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com. 

WildJunket Magazine

WildJunket Magazine is a new-age digital magazine with an emphasis on adventure travel and special interest journey. 

It is a finalist in the Digital Magazine Awards 2012 for Best Travel Magazine Award.

To read a sample issue online : . Password: wjjun88

Alliance press card holders can receive a free annual subscription (four issues) via email.Those interested should email Alberto Molero with name card number and email address.

Visit : www.wildjunketmagazine.com. Contact Alberto Molero at alberto@wildjunket.com. 

The West Somerset Railway and Dunster Castle, UK

The West Somerset Railway and the 1000 year old Castle in the medieval village of Dunster will be starting the 2013 season of Dunster Castle Express operations with special runs on 9 and 20 March. 

The package includes a steam train ride from Bishops Lydeard (four miles from Taunton) and Dunster on the 10.25 departure for a quick coach link from the station and the Castle. 

After some three hours at the Castle (which is in the care of the National Trust) the coach takes the passengers back to the station for the return journey to Bishops Lydeard.

The West Somerset is England’s longest heritage railway and Dunster Castle is 1000 years old with a history that includes a major long term siege during the English Civil War.

There are a limited number of seats available for writers and journalists that will be allocated on a first requested, first served basis. 

Visit : www.wsrail.net. Contact John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Hoste, Norfolk UK

The Hoste is a four star 18th century hotel, near famous North Norfolk beaches, in the village of Burnham Market, North Norfolk. 

The hotel comprises six properties including a spa, two restaurants and 58 bedrooms – one of which Horatio Nelson stayed in! 

The Hoste is surrounded by beautiful countryside, miles of unspoilt coastline, acclaimed nature reserves, picturesque villages and historic market towns.

Visit : www.thehoste.com. Contact : Kate Cleaver at kate@thehoste.com
Starwood Hotels & Resorts (Mallorca)

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Mallorca has a here hotel portfolio on the island of Mallorca : Sheraton Mallorca, Castillo Hotel Son Vida and St. Regis Mardavall
Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Christine Crespo at christine.crespo@starwoodhotels.com.

Home-land Tours (Israel)

Home-land Tours provide inbound tourism to Israel, and are for contacts from different countries to work with organizing groups to Israel. 
Services include: guides, buses, hotels, meals and sites. 
Visit : www.home-land-tours.com. Contact : Ofer Ogen at ofer@home-land-tours.com. 

Taskonaklar (Turkey)

Taskonaklar is a new luxury, cave boutique hotel that combines history, nature and comfort. Each of the ten guestrooms are decorated in a unique style. 
Guests can stay in a cave deluxe room with Jacuzzi and enjoy the best views of valleys and fairy-chimneys in Goreme, Cappadocia.
Visit : www.taskonaklar.com. Contact : Tolga Akarcali at tolga@taskonaklar.com. 


Taskonaklar is a unique boutique hotel in Cappadocia, Turkey built in respect with the nature, history and local traditions. 
Cicerone 

Cirone publishes guidebooks for walkers, trekkers, mountaineers, climbers and cyclists.

Visit : www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Steph Earle at steph@cicerone.co.uk.

SYHA Hostelling Scotland

SYHA Hostelling Scotland is the largest network of Youth Hostels in Scotland, offering over 65 locations across the country. 
SYHA Youth Hostels provide high quality, affordable accommodation with a friendly welcome for anyone travelling around beautiful Scotland - from individuals to families and groups. 
Situated in some of Scotland's most stunning locations, many of the Youth Hostels offer private, en-suite rooms, all offer self-catering facilities and a good number also have a cafe or bistro. 
SYHA also offers a range of activity holidays, from mountain skills and kayaking to photography and Tai Chi.
Visit : www.hostellingscotland.com. Contact : Wendy Grindle at wgrindle@syha.org.uk.

BV Tours

BV Tours create high-quality MP3 and app-based audio tours of popular cities in North America.

Visit : www.bvtours.com. Contact : Shani Kaplan at dsk.tours@gmail.com. 
The Serai

The Serai a unique secluded hideaway nestled in the heart of nature. From coffee estate to thick jungles. 
The Serai offers three exquisite resorts in India which pride themselves as a promoter of tryst with nature. 
Whether it is a beautiful SLH affiliated resort bordering Belur and Halebidu (deemed UNESCO world heritage sites) in Chikmagalur, a wilderness resort in Bandipur National Park or a stunning locale on the river banks of Kabini, an unforgettable experience awaits at The Serai.

Visit : www.theserai.in. Contact : Sanjay Sinha at enquiries@theserai.in. 
Lebanon

About Lebanon: A Heaven on Earth. Landscapes that change with the seasons, but are always bathed in the warm sun. 
The daylight rising over Lebanon brings endless opportunities of fun, beach, nature and outdoor activities. You’ll never know what to choose. 
Whatever it will be, an unforgettable time awaits you under the shiny Lebanese sun

Visit : www.destinationlebanon.gov.lb. Contact : Esther Smirt at esp@esthersmith.biz. 


The Pocono Mountains CVB

The Pocono Mountains CVB is the offical destination marketing organization for the four county Pocono Mountains Region in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

Visit : www.800poconos.com. Contact : Ann Pilcher at ann@poconos.org.

The Naples Players

The Naples Players are an award-winning community theatre in the heart of downtown Naples, FL. 10 shows per year in the 300 seat Blackburn Hall and the intimate Tobye Studio. Offering comedy, musicals and drama year round.

Visit : www.naplesplayers.org . Contact : Mary Shallies at mshallies@naplesplayers.org. 
Athens Walks (Greece)

Athens Walks have a passion about the city of Athens. Our goal is to show you Athens through a locals perspective to experience the sites and the hidden treasures of this city. Our city tours combine 3 aspects; History - Cuisine - Nature. 
Explore the glorious history of the city, the amazing and healthy greek cuisine and the natural beauty of Greece. Admire Attica sunsets enjoying your drink at Saronic gulf. Transfers with luxurious taxis and mini buses. 
Visit : www.athens-walks.com. Contact : Konstantinos Chatzivasileiou at athenswalks@hotmail.gr.

WHL (Hong Kong)

WHL Group is the largest local-travel company in the world. 

It is both a global network of companies that help travellers find unique ways to experience a destination through local tourism professionals, and a technology provider to those local tourism operators. 

WHL Group companies empower local partners who have practice in experiential and mindful travel, and a local's knack for identifying, explaining and sustaining the distinctive qualities of a place. 

Its companies include :

	whl.travel

UrbanAdventures.com

GreenPathTransfers.com

Gunyah.com, 

LimeAndTonic.com
	HotelLinkSolutions.com

YourHolidayPromotion.com

Geotourism Development Foundation, and 

TheTravelWord.com.




Visit : www.whl.travel. Contact : EthanGelber at than@whl.travel. 
Agencies

Grayling

Grayling is a global communications network, combining national champion businesses across 70 offices to deliver collective intelligence and authentic understanding of what unites and differentiates the many cultures and geographies in which we operate. 

With over 1,000 staff we bring with us long-standing expertise in PR, government relations, investor relations, digital and events, and deep understanding in a range of sectors. 

Visit : www.grayling.com. Contact : Sarah Highfield at sarah.highfield@grayling.com.

Hook Line and Thinker

Hook Line and Thinker is a PR agency representing travel and tourism clients in California, Micronesia and Asia.

Visit : www.hooklineandthinker.com. Contact : Molly Blaisdell at molly@hooklineandthinker.com.

	News


iDBUS new route between London and Lyon

From 17 December, iDBUS will provide two daily services on the London - Paris CDG - Lyon route to add to its daily frequencies on the London-Lille-Paris Bercy.

iDBUS is also launching new routes to the South of Europe, which will give the opportunity to travellers from the UK to get connections to Turin and Milan from Lyon or Paris. 

iDBUS is a service from SNCF, the French national railway.

Visit : www.idbus.co.uk and www.sncf.com. Contact : Shelley George at shelley.george@cohnwolfe.com. 

Costa Navarino, Greece 

The five star Costa Navarino, the sustainable destination in the Greek region of Messinia in southwest Peloponnese, is set to entice more British travellers from July 2013 when  easyJet’s starts a new direct flight from London Gatwick to Kalamata airport. 

Visit : www.costanavarino.com. Contact : Maddie Smith at maddies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Rainforest Expeditions

Rainforest Expeditions is a recipient of The Rainforest Alliance 2012 Sustainable Standard-Setter award. 

The Peruvian ecotourism company takes guests to the Tambopata-Candamo Reserved Zone, which is 1.5 million hectares of pristine, still wild, tropical rainforest stretching from the Andean highlands to the Amazon lowlands. 

It includes the Tambopata National Reserve, a 275,000-hectare conservation unit created by the Peruvian government in 1990 to protect the watersheds of the Tambopata and Candamo rivers. 

Visit : www.perunature.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

OSI Hotels to roll out from 2013

Centara Hotels & Resorts has announced it will launch COSI Hotels in 2015 and plans to have at least 30 properties, in the Asia Paciffic, operating by 2020.

The brand is "designed for cost-conscious travellers who mostly do all their own bookings on-line and who are searching for pocket-friendly accommodation prices".

Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

TrekAmerica

TrekAmerica has launched its 2013 brochure, which includes BOLT (Bus and Local Transport) tours throughout Central America.

BOLT tours offer hotel based travel across America, Mexico, Belize, Guatemala, Honduras, Nicaragua and Costa Rica, which can be ‘BOLTed’ together. 

Visit : www.trekamerica.com. Contact : Maddie Smith at maddies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Jambo Jet, Kenya

Kenya Airways’ new low-cost subsidiary ‘Jambo Jet’ has received its first route licenses from the Kenya Civil Aviation Authority and is looking to commence operations by the end of 2012. 

The airline plans to eventually operate six domestic and 16 international routes across Kenya and Eastern Africa from Nairobi Jomo Kenyatta International Airport, using a fleet of Boeing 737 aircraft. 

Visit : www.kenya-airways.com. Contact : Maddie Smith at maddies@hillsbalfour.com. 

US Airways 

US Airways will start daily services none-stop between Charlotte, North Carolina and London Heathrow Airport in March 2013.

Visit : www.usairways.com and www.uk.visitnc.com. Contact : Maddie Smith at maddies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Virgin Holidays

Virgin Holidays has launched its USA & Canada 2013 brochure with new destinations including Texas, Atlantic City and Plantation Country, Louisiana.

Visit www.virginholidays.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Wilson at Natalie.Wilson@virginholidays.com. 

	Leads


New York and Attraction Tickets Direct

Visitors to New York this winter can pre-book ice skating tickets in Central Park, one of the Big Apple's major attractions.

Attraction Tickets Direct is pre-selling tickets for The Wollman Rink, Central Park until April 2013.

Alliance press card holders can apply for review tickets from Attraction Tickets Direct.

Visit www.attraction-tickets-direct.co.uk. Contact : Antonia Robinson at antonia@goshpr.co.uk. 

Malawi

Malawi specialist operator Robin Pope Safaris, has two luxurious Malawi properties and a third in the pipeline.

The African country has seen and increase in visitor numbers in recent years with the Majete Wildlife Reserve.The reserve saw the re-introduction of a lion population in August to give Majete the much-prized Big Five-status, a claim no other park in Malawi can make. 

The lions' arrival has capped a ten-year turnaround for the park, one overseen by the philanthropic African Parks Network and part-funded by Robin Pope Safaris. 

The 70,000-hectare Majete had suffered extensive poaching in the ‘80s and ‘90s, losing huge percentages of its mammals. But it has now been re-fenced, had its law-enforcement teams re-trained and re-equipped, seen its infrastructure vastly improved and been re-stocked with over 2,500 animals. 

Mkulumadzi, which opened in 2011, offers  upmarket accommodation and game drives, bush walks and safari boat trips.

Visit : www.robinpopesafaris.net. Contact : Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk. 

Captain Cook Cruises Fiji

Captain Cook Cruises Fiji is offering children, 5 to 17 years of age, the chance to cruise free eat, when accompanied by a paying adult, on all 3, 4 and 7 night Fiji cruises.

The MV Reef Endeavour cruises around the Yasawa Islands or remote North of Fiji.

Visit www.captaincook.com.fj. Contact : Brooke Tolar at pr@captaincook.com.fj. 

Elephant Eden, Bristol UK

A new 20 acre elephant sanctuary called  Elephant Eden will open in North Somerset zoo in summer 2013.

Elephant Eden will become one of the largest elephant exhibits in Europe.

Designed to offer welfare-improvements to elephants already living in captivity, Elephant Eden could become home to elephants with behavioural issues which are causing them difficulties in their current homes, rescue animals, or elephants from collections with a lack of space.

Key features will include a heated elephant house four times larger than recommended by EAZA zoo standards.

The 20 acre outdoor environment, which will include woodland, mud wallows and crops for strip-grazing.

Visit : www.noahsarkzoofarm.co.uk. Contact: Jon Woodward at jon.woodward@noahsarkzoofarm.co.uk. 

Island Expeditions, Belize and Yucatan

Island Expeditions specializes in Belize and Yucatan adventure travel, offering  small group trips to places where few others travellers go.

This includes remote coral reefs, tropical rainforests and rich indigenous cultures.  

Island Expeditions is committed to responsible tourism, conversation and local education, supporting  the Belize Zoo, Belize Audubon Society and local conservation initiatives. For student groups, Island Expeditions has been offering specialized programs for high schools, colleges and universities for over 20 years.   

National Geographic Adventure Magazine rated Island Expeditions as one of the 'Best Travel Companies on Earth'.

Visit : www.islandexpedtons..net. Contact : Trish Brown trish@islandexpeditions.net. 

The Lauren Berger Collection

The Lauren Berger Collection is highlighting its "home from home" properties in New York city (Manhattan/Tribeca) and the surrounding countryside including the Hamptons, New Rochelle, Greenwich CT.

The Lauren Berger Collection comprises private residences: serviced rooms, apartments, houses and villas worldwide for one night, one week or full relocation.  

Visit : www.laurenbergercollection.com. Contact : Antonia Deeson at antonia@deesonanddeeson.com. 

The Year of Natural Scotland 

The aim of the Year of Natural Scotland 2013 is to promote Scotland’s natural heritage, showcase Scotland’s natural environment and grow tourism spend the country.  

Nature-based activities are currently worth nearly 40% of all tourism spend in Scotland and wildlife tourism worth £127 million per year to the Scottish economy.

The year is a partnership between the Scottish Government, Scottish Natural Heritage, VisitScotland and EventScotland alongside a number of partners including: 

	Cairngorms National Park

Creative Scotland

Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh

Scottish Youth Hostel Association

Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park

National Trust for Scotland

Historic Scotland
	Scotland Food & Drink

Scottish Environment Link

Scottish Enterprise

Highlands & Islands Enterprise, and

Wild Scotland.

Forestry Commission Scotland




Visit : www.visitscotland.com/natural. Contact : Rebecca Morris at yearofnaturalscotlandpr@visitscotland.com. 

The Sarojin, Thailand
The Sarojin hotel is offering guests to enjoy an authentic street food tour and cookery class followed by the opportunity to prepare a meal for over 20 disabled children in Khao Lak, Thailand.

The Sarojin’s new “Street Food, Cook for Kids” package is designed to bring guests into contact with the ‘real’ Thailand, its people and its local food. 

This new experience complements The Sarojin’s “Glimpse of Local Life” tours, which provide a sensitive and educational interaction between guests and the local community. 

The Sarojin is located on an 11km stretch of secluded white sand beach in Khao Lak, a 55 minute drive north of Phuket Airport.

It is surrounded by five national parks and the dive sites of the Similan and Surin Islands. 

Visit: www.sarojin.com. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Travelodge, UK

Travelodge has introduced a hotel room,into 12 of its properties, which will allow guests to sleep 'under the stars' in their bed.  

A technique has been used, by artist Carl Marshall, to create the ‘Night Sky’ effect. During the day, the ceilings look plain white but in darkness the stars appear to twinkle.

The Travelodge cosmic night sky panorama hotel room is available at the following Travelodge  hotels:

	Birmingham Bull Ring

Blackpool South Shore

Bournemouth Seafront

Bristol Central Mitchell Lane

Cardiff Atlantic Wharf

Edinburgh Central Waterloo
	Liverpool Strand

London City Road

Manchester Central Arena

Newcastle Central

Newquay, and

Torquay 


Visit : www.travelodge.co.uk. Contact : pressoffice@travelodge.co.uk. 

The Association of Corporate Travel Executives

The Association of Corporate Travel Executives (ACTE)  is a leading, non-profit organization representing the global business travel industry. 

Its aime is to unite travel executives around the world, providing them with education, news, knowledge, research and networking opportunities.  

Visit : www.acte.org. Contact : Heather Durkee at hdurkee@jgordonassociates.com. 

Walking through the gastronomic Italy

Hedonistic Hiking and World Expeditions are offering a trip through gastronomic Northern Italy.

This thirteen day walking tour starts in Parma, the gourmet capital of Emilia-Romagna, then takes in Tuscany, the Ligurian coast and the wine-growing hills of Piedmont before finishing in Turin.  

Visit : www.hedonistichiking.com.au and www.worldexpeditions.com. Contact : Annabel Purling at apurling@hotmail.com. 

The Volcanoes Safaris’ Partnership Trust 

Volcanoes Safaris and the Volcanoes Safaris Partnership Trust are to launch new Community and Conservation Centre in Kyambura, Uganda in 2013.

The two organisations are leaders in conservation and community support in Uganda and Rwanda, recently winning a 2012 Global Vision Award for Sustainability. The Community and Conservation Centre in Kyambura will focus on wildlife and conservation education.

Volcanoes Safaris specialises in mountain gorilla and chimpanzee safaris to Uganda and Rwanda. 

Visit : wwwvolcanoessafaris.com. Contact : Puja Khanna at puja@starmarketingpr.co.uk

Rijeka re-launches

Plans are underway to re-launch Rijeka as a tourist destination. Rijeka Gateway, a EUR 300 million project will transform the city into a more attractive destination. 

Plans include the construction of a mega yacht marina, 600 luxurious units and an impressive congress centre.

Visit : www,croatia.hr/en. Contact : Jasmin Othman at Jasmin.Othman@Rooster.co.uk.

	What’s on 


The Gasparilla Inn & Club Annual Food & Wine Weekend Gasperilla, Florida

11 to 13 January 2013

Gasparilla Island is one of a string of barrier islands along the southwest Gulf Coast of Florida between Fort Myers and Tampa.

The Gasparilla Inn & Club has been the premier resort hotel on the island since 1913.

Its Annual Food & Wine Weekend gives gourmands and wine enthusiasts the chance to learn the cooking techniques of leading chefs, taste wines from the world's most famous regions, and experience a wide assortment of delectable cuisine. 

A specially priced weekend package  includes:

· deluxe accommodations for two

· an exclusive welcome reception and dinner 

· culinary demonstrations and wine tasting events, and 

· the Master Chef's Dinner

Visit : www.the-gasparilla-inn.com. Contact : Kristi Fowler at kfowler@gasparillainn.com. 

For more information on this part of Florida visit :  www.fortmyers-sanibel.com. Contact Nancy Hamilton at NHamilton@leegov.com. 

Reykjavik Arts Festival, Iceland

May 2013

The Reykjavík Arts Festival is held every year in May and is one of Northern Europe's oldest and most respected arts festivals. It features theatre events, dance shows, music concerts and art exhibitions.

Visit : www.listahatid.is/en. Contact : Ingimundur Sigfússon at artfest@artfest.is.

Dublin Dance Festival, Ireland

14 to 26 May 2013

The Dublin Dance Festival showcases the best international contemporary dance through performances, workshops, master classes and seminars.

Visit : www.dublindancefestival.ie. Contact : Eleanor Creighton at eleanor.creighton@dublindancefestival.ie
World Championship Barbecue Cooking Contest, Memphis, Tennessee, USA

16 to 18 May 2013

Over 230 teams compete for the title of World Champion and around $90k in prizes. Billed as the largest pork barbecue-cooking contest on Earth. 

Visit : www.memphisinmay.org. Contact : Diane Hampton at dhampton@memphisinmay.org.

Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival, Vancouver, Canada
11 June to 14 September 2013


From open-backed tents in Vanier Park, against a backdrop of mountains, sea, and sky visitors enjoy four of the Bard’s performances during the annual Bard on the Beach Shakespeare Festival. Considered a signature summer activity in Vancouver.

Visit : www.bardonthebeach.org. Contact : Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com.

Canada Dance Festival, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada
June 2013 

The festival showcases Canada's most contemporary, innovative, and leading-edge dance choreographers and companies. Over 25 performances take place, including 12 world premieres.

Visit : www.canadadance.ca. Contact : Debra Beauregard at dbeauregard@nac-cna.ca.

Holland Festival, Amsterdam, The Netherlands
1 to 26 June 2013

The festival focuses on music, dance, theatre, multidisciplinary productions and visual arts. Holland's largest performing arts festival. Around 90 performances take place including opera, theatre, music, visual arts and dance. 

Visit : www.hollandfestival.nl. Contact : Norbert Bode at norbert@hollandfestival.nl. 

Vancouver International Jazz Festival
June/July 2013


The TD Canada Trust Vancouver International Jazz Festival brings some of international ambassadors to Vancouver for 400 concerts in 40 venues across the city. Each day from noon, jazz of all styles and stripes resonates throughout Vancouver. 

Visit : www.coastaljazz.ca. Contact : Wendy Underwood at wunderwood@tourismvancouver.com.

Bonnaroo Music & Arts Festival, Manchester, Tennessee, USA
13 to 16 June 2013

Festival held on 700 acres of farmland and dubbed 'the American Glastonbury'. Over 100 bands and 20 comedians perform across more than 10 stages

Visit : www.bonnaroo.com. Contact : Ken Weinstein at publicity@bonnaroo.com.

Events in the Dominican Republic 2013

The Cigar Festival, Dominican Republic

17 to 22 February 2013

The sixth annual “Cigar Festival” of the Dominican Republic will be held in Santiago, the self-styled Cigar Capital of the Caribbean and the country’s second largest city.

Visit : www.procigar.org. 

Humpback Whales Observation Season

January to March 2013

Humpback Whales Observation Season: View the 3,000 to 5,000 whales that migrate to the waters of the Bay of Samaná on a guided boat tour.

Visit : www.nature.org
Caribbean Baseball Series

February 2013

Held in Santo Domingo at the Quisqueya Baseball Stadium, the Caribbean Baseball Series hosts the best teams from Mexico, Venezuela and the Dominican Republic.

Dominican Carnival

February/March 2013

Dominican Carnival, has origins dating back to 1520, and is a tradition inherited from Spanish forefathers. Each city on the island has a celebration with parades every Sunday of the month. 

Punta Cana Carnival

Visitors and locals alike celebrate Punta Cana Carnival in Punta Cana Village every March. 

The annual parade features carnival troops from throughout the country,                                    costumed characters and live performances.                                                                 

Visit : www.puntacana.com.                

Master of the Ocean

April 2013

An annual kite boarding and surfing competition held in Cabarete Bay on Dominican Republic’s North Coast.  

Visit : www.MasteroftheOcean.com
Puerto Plata Cultural Festival

June 2013

Normally held the third week of June, the Puerto Plata Cultural Festival offers an insight into Dominican culture with Folk Music, traditional African tribal dances, salsa and merengue. 

Kite boarding World Cup

June 2013 

Cabarete, the self-styled Kiteboarding Capital of the World, is known for hosting spectacular kite boarding events. 

Visit : www.cabareteevents.com
Merengue Festival in Santo Domingo

July and August 2013

Every year top bands perform at Santo Domingo's seaside promenade, El Malecón. Locals and tourists dance on the beach, in hotels and throughout the capital with amateur DJs on every block.

Optimist Dinghy Association (IODA) World Sailing                                                       Championship

July 2013

The championship is the most important sailing event in Dominican Republic with 300 children and youth sailors from 70 different countries taking part. 

Visit : www.optiworlds2012.org.

Dominican Jazz Festival

November 2013

The annual jazz festival is held in Cabarete and Santiago and attracts the                                      best international and national jazz musicians.

Visit : www.DRjazzfestival.com
Visit : www.godominicanrepublic.com. Contact : Esther Smith at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com. 

Events in Britain in 2013

Year of Natural Scotland. All year

Scotland’s natural environment is the number one reason why people visit the country. The Year of Natural Scotland will invite visitors to discover Scotland’s natural landscapes, flora and fauna, historic landscapes, natural larder, green tourism and nature in cities. 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com.

Derry, Northern Ireland

The city of Derry will be the UK’s first City of Culture with a programme for 2013 including the Turner Prize being held outside England for the first time; music, dance and theatre.

Visit : www.cityofculture2013.com
The 150th anniversary of the London Underground
The oldest subway in the world celebrates 150 years of operation on 9 January, with special events planned all year to mark the occasion. The first passenger trip on the London tube will be recreated with steam trains, an exhibition of posters at the London Transport Museum, and disused stations will be used for theatre and film screenings. 

Visit : www.ltmuseum.co.uk/whats-on/tube150.

The View from the Shard, London

1 February 2013

The Shard, which is the tallest building in Western Europe, opens The View from the Shard to the public on 1 February. It will also be possible to stay in the 1,016ft high building from March when luxury hotel the Shangri-la opens, occupying floors 34 to 53 of Renzo Piano’s distinctively iconic tower. 

Visit : www.theviewfromtheshard.com and www.shangri-la.com.

125th anniversary of the Jack the Ripper murders, and new London Dungeon
3 April 2013

The year also marks the 125th anniversary since Jack the Ripper prowled the streets of London, spreading fear in the city and the London Dungeon attraction will move to underground vaults in County Hall, next to the London Eye.

The dungeons will highlight 1000 years of London history with live acts, special effects and thrill rides that highlight Jack the Ripper and other characters like Sweeney Todd and Guy Fawkes.

Visit : www.thedungeons.com.

The Coronation Festival

60th anniversary of the Queen’s Elizabeth's Coronation

2 June 2012

Following The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012, marking 60 years of Her Majesty’s reign, 2013 mark the 60th anniversary of the Queen’s coronation.The Diamond Jubilee, celebrated in 2012, marked 60 years since The Queen took over the throne following the death of her father, King George VI. But her official coronation was on 2 June 1953. 

The occasion will be marked with a Coronation Festival at Buckingham Palace from 11-14 July, showcasing more than 200 Royal Warrant Holders (companies awarded the seal of approval from The Queen, Prince of Wales and Duke of Edinburgh). 

Visit : www.coronationfestival.com
100th anniversary of the Chelsea Flower Show

21 – 25 May 2013

2013 marks the centenary of the Royal Horticultural Society’s Chelsea Flower Show, which is a premier showcase for horticultural excellence and a society occasion. The show has grown from 244 exhibitors in 1913 to over 500 today, attracting 157,000 visitors every year. 

Visit : www.rhs.org.uk
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park reopens

27 July 2013

Now named the Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, the site that held the majority of London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic events will be opening in phases over the next few years, with the first part – the North Park and Multi Use Arena – open to visitors from 27 July 2013.

Visit : www.noordinarypark.co.uk.

New visitor experience at Stonehenge
Autumn 2013

One of Britain’s most iconic landmarks, Stonehenge, is due a major transformation in 2013. 

A busy road currently passes right by the UNESCO World Heritage Site but work is underway to divert it and return the stone circle to a more spiritual state, befitting its history. The monument will be reunited with ‘The Avenue’ – its ancient processional approach. 

The £27million project will also see a state-of-the-art new visitor centre open 1.5 miles away, with access to the site by regular shuttle services. 

Visit : www.english-heritage.org.uk/daysout/properties/stonehenge
Centenary of Benjamin Britten
22 November 2013

The musicians life will be celebrated throughout 2013 in Britain with a focus on Aldeburgh, the coastal town in Suffolk (East of England), where the composer lived and worked for most of his life. 

Visit : www.aldeburgh.co.uk and www.britten100.org. 

VisitBritain

VisitBritain is Britain's national tourism agency, responsible for marketing Britain overseas. 

Visit : www.visitbritain.com. Contact : pressandpr@visitbritain.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Gale South Beach & Regent Hotel, Miami, Forida

Following a $35 million restoration that gutted and rebuilt the original structure of the two adjoining properties, the Gale South Beach & Regent Hotel has reopened.

Visit www.GaleHotel.com. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@firstpr.co.uk. 

Uçhisar, Cappadocia. Turkey 

Uçhisar, is the highest town in Cappadocia,Turkey and the Castle on Mt.Erciyes can be seen from any spot in the region and here are to be found hollowed-out containers, rock tombs and a large water cistern that bears witness to early human existence in the area.
Pigeon Valley, has canyon, hills and unusual rock formations created from the eroding rains and winds of thousands of years. It takes its name from the thousands of small pigeon nests carved into the volcanic formations by the early inhabitants of the region. 
The Valley also has prehistoric dwellings carved out of the rock and cities dug into the underground.

The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel
The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel, a member of Great Hotels of the World, has rooms and suites carved into volcanic formations. The accommodations combine subterranean spaces, rough-hewn walls and stone archways with fresh air in the form of terraces and balconies, with views of the unusual landscape.
Visit : www.taskonaklar.com. Contact : Tolga Akarcalı at tolga@taskonaklar.com.
AdventureSmith Explorations

Small ship cruise company AdventureSmith Explorations is highlighting its cruises to Costa Rica and the Panama Canal

Three mid-winter departures of an 8-day Costa Rica & Panama Canal adventure aboard the 62-passenger Sea Lion come with a cruise extension available to the Monteverde Cloud Forest.

In both countries guests walk rain forest trails in national parks and wildlife reserves, swim, snorkel and kayak Panama’s Isla Coiba.

There's also the chance to learn the lore of the canal and visit Barro Colorado with scientist escorts from the Smithsonian Research Station.

Visit :www.adventuresmithexplorations.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

The Northern Lights in Northern Sweden 

Off the Map Travel is claiming that visitors could be twice as likely to see the northern lights during the 2013 solar maximum.

The solar magnetic activity that causes aurora displays follows an 11 year cycle with the next maximum due in early 2013. 

A solar maximum is shown by an increase in the number of sunspots, intense periods of magnetic activity, visible on the face of the Sun. Although the aurora can be seen from a number places, the Abisko and Björkliden region of Northern Sweden are widely regarded as one of the best in the world.

Set amongst the mighty mountains of the Arctic, 120 miles north of the Arctic Circle, Abisko and Björkliden are located within a rain shadow and away from the bright lights of the cities, providing some of the clearest and darkest skies in skies in the world for seeing the northern lights.

Off the Map Travel tailor make a travel itinerary to the region.

Visit www.offthemaptravel.co.uk. Contact : Mark Hayward at mark@swaycommunications.co.uk. 

Skyfall In Scotland

The 23 Bond film, Skyfall, has a number of Scottish locations including a chase sequence filmed in the Highlands on the A82 near the peak of Buachailie Etive Mor.

VisitScotland is promoting other Bond-inspired activities including : 

Highland Safaris, Aberfeldy, Perthshire

Highland Safaris offer Land Rover trips to spot red deer, grouse, the elusive mountain hare or the soaring eagle while traveling through forests, mountains and moors on private hill tracks.

Visit : www.highlandsafaris.net.

The Outer Hebrides

Thirty miles off the North West coast of Scotland lie the Outer Hebrides, an island chain that sits on the edge of Europe. 

The islands offer white beaches and Atlantic waves, dark moorland and mountains, wildlife and a rich and vibrant culture.Each island has an individual culture and history and routes around the islands pass puffins, porpoises, deer and dolphins.

Visit : www.hebridean-tourism.org and www.visithebrides.com. 

Scotland’s five ski resorts

Scotland has five ski resorts skiing, snowboarding and snow sports tuition.

Visit : wwwski.visitscotland.com. 

Highland Fling Bungee, Perthshire

Highland Fling Bungee is the UK’s first static bungee jump.

Located near to the site of the Battle of Killiecrankie, a specially constructed bungee jump platform is suspended below the Garry Bridge over the River Garry near Pitlochry in Highland Perthshire.

Visit : www.bungeejumpscotland.co.uk. 

Visit : www.visitscotland.org. Contact Katy Gilzean at katy.gilzean@visitscotland.com. 

Palm Springs, California

Places to stay in Palm Springs

Avanti

Avanti is one of Palm Springs’ newest mid-century style boutique hotels.

Visit : www.avantihotelps.com.

Colony 29

Colony 29 is a new boutique hotel set amidst the “Art Colony”, a seven-acre  compound built in 1929, on the lower slopes of the San Jacinto Mountains. 

Visit : www.colony29palmsprings.com. 

Hilton Palm Springs Resort

The Hilton Palm Springs, located downtown in the village of Palm Springs, is completing a $10 million renovation project.

Visit : www.palmsprings.hilton.com. 

Sparrows Hotel

Previously known as El Rancho Lodge, this property is currently under renovation and is expected to reopen as Sparrows Hotel this winter. 

The hotel dates back to the 1950s when Palm Springs gained recognition as a great Hollywood hideaway. It is located on Palm Canyon Drive among a variety of individual shops, galleries, restaurants and attractions can be enjoyed by visitors.

Bearfoot Inn

Located in Palm Springs’ historic Movie Colony, in the Uptown Design District, Bearfoot Inn is a men’s only resort in a newly-renovated, mid-century property. 

It is due to open in Spring 2013. The Bearfoot Inn welcomes all men but particularly caters to a gay male clientele.

Visit : www.bearfootinn.com.

Moonlight Hike

Trail Discovery, a desert safari outdoor guide service, has introduced an evening tour. The Full Moon Hike takes in the foothills of Palm Springs, where visitors can enjoy the moonrise and views of the valley and city lights. 

Visit : www.palmspringshiking.com.

Wonders of the Coachella Valley

Desert Adventures, one of the largest outdoor adventure companies in the Greater Palm Springs area, has launched a new eco-tour: Wonders of the Coachella Valley. 

Visit : www.red-jeep.com.

Attractions
Palm Springs Art Museum Architecture and Design Center

The Palm Springs Art Museum recently purchased a 1960’s era former bank building that it will restore to its original specifications. 

The building, which was originally known as the Santa Fe Savings Bank, will be called the Palm Springs Art Museum Architecture Design Center, Edwards Harris Pavilion. It will house the museum’s growing collection of architecture and design-related pieces. The Palm Springs Art Museum and Design Center is anticipated to open in 2014.

Visit : www.psmuseum.org.

Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism

The Palm Springs Bureau of Tourism is the city’s official destination marketing organisation whose focus is to promote the city to consumers, the media, and domestic and international trade buyers.

Visit : www.VisitPalmSprings.com. contact : Sarah Habicht at Sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

The Azores

The Azores is an archipelago of nine volcanic islands situated in the North Atlantic Ocean west of Lisbon and southeast of Newfoundland. 

The islands are São Miguel, Santa Maria, Faial, Pico, São Jorge, Terceira, Graciosa, Corvo and Flores. Due to the varied geology the islands support a wide range of flora, fauna and birdlife. 

The area is known for marine life and is home to many species of whales and dolphins, many of which can still be spotted in winter.

The Azores Carnival

9 – 12 February 2013

Carnival is celebrated throughout the islands.  In Ponta Delgada, Grand and Masquerade Balls take place during these four days.  

Visit : www.visitazores.com. Contact : Tanya Hillman at Tanya.hillman@kbc-pr.com. 

	A place to stay


The Villa Rosa Hotel, Nairobi

Kempinski Hotels is set to open one of the country’s most luxurious properties, the Villa Rosa Hotel on Chiromo Road as well as tented camp, Olare Camp in a Maasai Mara conservancy in early 2013.

Alliance press card holders are invited to request a press review stay at the the Villa Rosa Hotel and or Olare Camp.

Visit : www.kempinski.com/en/nairobi/hotel-villa-rosa and www.magicalkenya.co.uk. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com. 

Jade Mountain and Anse Chastanet, Saint Lucia

Jade Mountain and Anse Chastanet are located on St. Lucia’s quiet south-western coast on 600 acres of lush tropical foliage bordering one of the island’s best beaches. 

They enjoy views of St. Lucia’s Piton World Heritage site and are surrounded by two bays that are part of a designated marine reserve protecting miles of colourful coral reefs teeming with tropical fish.

Being situated in the southern part of the island, major sightseeing attractions such as the Rainforest, Botanical Gardens, Drive-In Volcano and Sulphur Springs are all within easy reach. 

Deep sea fishing excursions, boat shopping trips to the capital, hiking tours up Gros Piton mountain, scuba diving, jungle biking, ocean kayaking, tennis, sailing and numerous water sports are also available.

Visit : www.jademountain.com and www.ansechastanet.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com. 

The Coral Strand Smart Choice Hotel, Mahé

The Coral Strand Smart Choice Hotel is located on Beau Vallon Bay on the island of Mahé in the Seychelles.

Visit : www.coralstrand.com. contact : Emily at emily@connectedpr.com. 

Blow Up Hall 5050, Poznań, Poland

Taking styling queues from cult 1966 movie Blow Up, the old brewery complex has been converted into a combination of the Art hotel with shopping arcade, dance centre and the contemporary gallery Art Station 5050. 

Poznań is a city on the Warta river in west-central Poland. There is no central reception area in the hotel, no room key or door numbers. Clicking a button on the iPhone offered for use during a stay lights a screen next to the room and the door opens. 

Visit : www.blowuphall5050.com. Contact : Steve Dobson at theunusual@uhotw.com. 

Sri Lanka

Jungle Beach Resort, Sri Lanka

Located on the east coast of Sri Lanka in the hamlet of Kachaveli, the recently opened Jungle Beach, is a short drive north of the former naval port of Trincomalee.  This boutique hotel is the newest addition to the portfolio of UGA resorts, which also has UIagalla, in Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle. 

#20 Middle Street

#20 Middle Street is a mid 18th-century, Dutch colonial villa in the heart of the Dutch colonial town of cosmopolitan Galle – a large town on Sri Lanka’s seductive southwest coast. 

Visit : www.ampersandtravel.com/itineraries/Sri-Lanka. Contact : Julia Perowne at ampersand@verypcc.com. 

DoubleTree by Hilton in Merida, Mexico

The DoubleTree by Hilton has opened in Merida, the largest city and capital of Mexico’s state of Yucatan.  

Built around an early 20th century mansion, the four-story DoubleTree by Hilton Merida is located close to the avenue the avenue “Paseo de Montejo”, a 19th century boulevard inspired by the Champs Elyseés lined with lush trees and elegant mansions.  

Hilton Worldwide currently has a portfolio of 28 hotels and resorts in Mexico and is planning openings  in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama, Peru and Uruguay. 

Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Anita Clements at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

The Dial House Hotel, Bourton-on-the-Water, Gloucestershire UK

The Dial House Hotel is located in one of Britain's prettiest villages and is well placed for exploring the Cotswolds.

Dating back to 1698, The Dial House is one of the oldest buildings in Bourton-on-the-Water, with stone walls and a setting near the River Windrush.Its restaurant has been awarded 2 AA Rosettes.

Visit : www.dialhousehotel.com. Contact : info@prideofbritainhotels.com. 

Botanique Hotel & Spa, Brazil

The Botanique Hotel & Spa is located midway between Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro.

Visit : www.botanique.com.br. contact : Julia Perowne at botanique@verypcc.com.

In the Caribbean

Ocean Two, Barbados

This new four star beachfront resort at Saint Lawrence Gap on the south coast of Barbados. Saint Lawrence Gap, Christ Church is one of the best known neighborhoods on the island and often just called "The Gap".

www.oceantwobarbados.com
Blue Waters & The Cove Suites, Antigua

This resort has evolved from being a 16 room guest house in the 1960’s to now offering over 100 rooms, suites and villas. It is located in 17 acres of lush, tropical gardens, with views of beaches and secluded coves.

Visit : www.bluewaters.net. 

Coco Reef Resort & Spa, Tobago

Overlooking the only privately owned white sand beach in Tobago, the Coco Reef Resort sits in ten acres of landscaped tropical gardens.Two of the Caribbean’s top golf courses are close by as is the Tobago Forest Reserve.

Visit : www.cocoreef.com. Contact :  Katie Gorrill at katiegorrill@hotmail.co.uk. 

Langshott Manor Hotel, Surrey UK

Langshott Manor is a luxury 16th century boutique hotel in Surrey, UK surrounded by three acres of private gardens and an ancient moat. It is suited to a hotel break or as a luxury hotel near Gatwick Airport and its Mulberry Restaurant has two AA rosettes.

Visit : www.alexanderhotels.co.uk/langshott. Contact : info@prideofbritainhotels.com. 

Royal Princess, Dubrovnik

Importanne Resorts has opened the five star hotel Royal Princess in the historical town of Dubrovnik. The hotel offers views of the Adriatic sea and facilities including a virtual golf simulator, cruises, day trips and a spa centre.

Visit : www.importanneresort.com. Contact : Jasmin Othman at Jasmin.Othman@Rooster.co.uk. 

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur, which has opened, incorporates the iconic Hotel Majestic building, documented as a national heritage site under the Antiquities Act.  

Built in the 1930s, the original hotel became one of the great landmarks of Kuala Lumpur and a place for glamorous social events, government receptions and the residence for international visitors.

The Majestic Hotel Kuala Lumpur is a member of The Leading Hotels of The World.

Visit : www.ytlhotels.com and www.majestickl.com. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

Pentillie Castle, Cornwall UK

Pentillie Castle launches as the new home of Motorsport in the South West Stunning Cornish castle launches new motorsport events for 2013 

Pentillie Castle and Estate on the banks of the river Tamar in Cornwall is now open for a range of motorsport events.

Following the inaugural Pentillie Festival of Speed in summer 2013  the Castle’s owners have decided to expand the motorsport events on their calendar to include bespoke and private events for vintage and modern car lovers. 

Events planned include car club events, car rallies, touring treasure hunts and 4x4 test drives through the estate woodland and tracks. The Castle also has B&B accommodation.

Visit : www.pentillie.co.uk. Contact : Dawn Bebe at dawnbebe@weareonshore.com. 

Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa Mauritius
The Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa Mauritius, Centara Hotels & Resorts first venture on the island of Mauritius, has opened.

The resort hotel is located on the eastern side of the island and is set in it's own gardens on the beach and with its own lagoon.

Centara Hotels & Resorts has 38 deluxe and first-class properties in Thailand and a further 18  resorts in the Maldives, Vietnam, Bali Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Mauritius.

 Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Kanokros Sakdanares at kanokrossa@chr.co.th. 

Innside by Meliá hotels, Spain

Meliá Hotels International will open its first two Innside by Meliá hotels in Spain in early 2013. 

The first will be the Innside Madrid Génova, located in the central Alonso Martínez square and the second hotel the Innside Madrid Luchana.

Meliá Hotels International was founded in 1956 in Palma de Mallorca (Spain) and is one of the world’s largest resort hotel chains, as well as Spain’s leading hotel chain. 

It has a portfolio of 350 hotels in 35 countries on four continents under its brands: Gran Meliá, Meliá, ME, Innside, Tryp by Wyndham, Sol and Paradisus. 

Visit : www.melia.com.  Contact : comunicacion@melia.com. 

The Daios Cove Luxury Resort & Villas, Crete 

The five star Daios Cove Luxury Resort & Villas is located on a hillside overlooking its own private cove near Aghios Nikolaos and Elounda. 

The Daios Cove has an infinity pool, two cocktail bars, a state-of-the-art spa, four restaurants and a variety of outdoor activities. 

Visit : www.daioscove.com. For press trips contact : Clair Horwood at clairhorwood@grifcopr.com. 

DoubleTree Resort by Hilton Phuket – Surin Beach

The DoubleTree Resort by Hilton Phuket – Surin Beach, which has just opened, is located on the west coast of the island on Surin Beach.

Phuket is one of Asia’s leading leisure destinations and is known for its white sandy beaches, pristine waters and inland mountains.

Hilton Worldwide currently manages six properties in Thailand including :

· Conrad Bangkok

· Millennium Hilton Bangkok

· Hilton Pattaya

· Hilton Phuket Arcadia Resort and Spa

· Hilton Hua Hin Resort and Spa, and 

· Conrad Koh Samui.

The group will open Hilton Sukhumvit Bangkok and DoubleTree by Hilton Sukhumvit Bangkok in 2013.

Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Maggie Giddens at maggie.giddens@hilton.com. 

L’Apogée Courchevel, France

The Oetker Collection has opened L’Apogée Courchevel in Le Jardin Alpin, in the French Alps.

Other hotelsin the group include:

· Le Bristol Paris, Brenners Park in Baden-Baden

· Hotel du Cap-Eden-Roc in Cap d’Antibes, and 

· Chateau Saint-Martin and Spa in Vence. 

It also manages Palais Namaskar in Marrakech, and Saint-Barth Isle-de-France in the French West Indies.

Visit : www.oetkercollection.com. Contact: Paul Charles at oetker@verypcc.com. 

The Birchwood Inn, St. Petersburg, Florida

The Birchwood Inn, St. Petersburg is due to open in February 2013 on  Beach Drive in downtown St. Petersburg.

The boutique hotel will have 20 guest rooms and a 200-seat restaurant offering internationally inspired, locally-sourced cuisine and a rooftop bar with views across the city’s waterfront.

The Birchwood Inn is within walking distance of the Chihuly Collection, an array of complex glass sculptures and environmental art from artist Dale Chihuly, as well as the world-renowned Dalí Museum, which houses an impressive 2,000 piece collection of original Salvador Dalí artworks.

Visit www.visitstpeteclearwater.com. Contact : Jill Duffell at jill.duffell@rooster.co.uk. 

The St. Regis Mauritius Resort

The new St. Regis Mauritius Resort, is the brand’s first hotel in Africa and the 30th St. Regis hotel worldwide.

The St. Regis Mauritius Resort is located on the beach at the southwestern tip of island, at the UNESCO World Heritage site of Le Morne, bordered by a turquoise lagoon. 

The hotel is modelled on a Victorian sugar-baron’s manor house set in a historical estate.

The St. Regis Mauritius Resort follows recent openings in :

· Hainan and Shenzhen in China

· Doha and Saadiyat Island, Abu Dhabi, and 

· Bal Harbour in the US.

Visit www.stregis.com/mauritius. Contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com. 

Generator Hostel


Established in 1995, Generator is Europe’s fastest growing hostel brand and offers stylish accommodation in leading European cities - London, Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg and Venice. 
All hostels feature single, twin and quad rooms as well as larger dorms, some female only, with excellent shower and bathroom facilities.
Characterised by their contemporary design, central locations, vibrant atmosphere, food and beverage menus reflecting the local culture and competitive prices, each hostel offers free WiFi in all public areas, a luggage room and laundry service. Generator is ideal for individual travellers, families and groups. 
Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at 

christien.jansen@generatorhostels.com
	Alliance initiatives 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalis only. The Alliance is looking to extend the initiative worldwide.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952


The Alliance Syndication Network

The Alliance Syndication Network is a new initiative from the International Travel Writers Alliance, that will be of interest to journalists who have, or contribute to, online travel publications including travel websites and blogs, bulletins and newsletters etc.

Each Syndicate member will :

· provide brief information on their own online presence, and 
· agree to consider publishing a sentence on and link to appropriate features produced by other members in the Syndicate.

Other networking between Syndicate members will be developed.

By co-operating in this way, each Syndicate member should be able to increase the circulation of their own features considerably - and attract dedicated followers in the process.

For more information contact : Ashley Gibbins at Ashhley@itwalliance.com.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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	Press card opportunities 


	Opportunities for Alliance press card holders directory : December 2012
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities A to E 

	· 40Berkeley, Boston
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme
	· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· Cotswolds Inns & Hotels
· The Ebrington Arms, UK
· The Elphinstone Hotel, Scotland
· EUROPA-PARK, Germany
· Experience Nottinghamshire


Opportunities F to O

	· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Generator Hostels, Europe
· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Horseshoe Inn, Scottish Borders
· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Kempinski Hotels Worldwide
· Kempinski Gold Coast City, Ghana
· Kempinski Russia
· Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, Scotland

	· La Residencia Mallorca

· Linthwaite House, Cumbria UK
· LocalGuiding, worldwide
· The Loch Melfort, Scotland
· Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 

· Murada,and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar, Edinburgh 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation 

· Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· Norfolk Hideaways, UK
· OAM Hotels, Thailand
· The Oetker Collection, Europe


Opportunities P to Z 

	· Lovelady Shield, Cumbria
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt 

· The Pheasant Inn, Cumbria UK
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales

· Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania 

· Ravenstone Manor, Cumbria UK
· Reykjavik Bike Tours, Iceland

· Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica
· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Rushton Hall, Northamptonshire, UK 

· Saigon Streets, China
· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Secret London 

· Shama and Shama Luxe, Asia
· Shakespeare Country, UK
	· Shieldhill Castle Hotel, Scotland
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· VisitCornwall
· Wedgwood the Restaurant, Edinburgh
· Welcome to Yorkshire,UK
· Wilderness Scotland 

· The West Somerset Railway
· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




40Berkeley, Boston
40Berkeley, located in the heart of Boston, is New England’s largest hostel and a leading budget traveler destinations on the East Coast. It is one of HostelWorld’s forTop 10 Hostels in the US.  

40Berkeley will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders able to profile the hostel in their features.

Visit :  www.40Berkeley.com. Contact : Oliver Mernick-Levene at 40berkeleyhostel@gmail.com.

Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk.Contact : Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : www.broadwaycollection.com. Contact : Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester, UK 
Sightseeing tour BusyBus, will host Alliance press card holders (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk. Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District. The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : www.castleinncumbria.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk. Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.
Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : www.ciclismoclassico.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 
Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
Cotswolds Inns & Hotels 

Cotswolds Inns & Hotels has won the AA Small Hotel Group of the Year award for 2012-13. The groups portfolio includes :

	The Cotswold Inns & Hotels collection includes:

The Manor House Hotel, Moreton-in-Marsh

The Bear of Rodborough, Stroud

The Swan, Bibury
	The Bay Tree, Burford

The Broadway Hotel, Broadway

The Lamb Inn, and 

The Hare & Hounds Hotel, Tetbury


Cotswolds Inns & Hotels will be delighted to consider offering Alliance press card holders accommodation for review purposes.

Visit : www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

The Ebrington Arms, UK

The Ebrington Arms is a 17th Century inn in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the rolling hills of the Cotswolds at Ebrington near Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire.
This Cotswold country pub offering award-winning food (awarded 2 rosettes by The Michelin Guide) and ales (winner of the CAMRA North Cotswolds Pub of the Year 3 times in a row) will be delighted to consider offering review accommodation on a case by case basis.
Visit : www.theebringtonarms.co.uk. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@asharppr.com.

The Elphinstone Hotel, Biggar, Scotland 

Situated in the centre of Biggar, thirty miles outside of Edinburgh, the Elphinstone Hotel is a traditional and charming Coaching Inn, with a history going back over 400 years. The Elphinstone Hotel will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.elphinstonehotel.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.   
EUROPA-PARK

EUROPA-PARK, which is Germany’s biggest theme park, located in the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares.

EUROPA-PARK will be delighted to offer complimentary entrance press card holders plus one other where they have a written commission and on presentation of the card.

Visit : www.europapark.com. Contact : presse@europapark.com. 

Experience Nottinghamshire 

Experience Nottinghamshire invites Alliance press card holders to visit Robin Hood country. There will be the chance to see the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest, try your hand at archery, visit England’s oldest pub and meet Robin Hood himself on a special guided tour. 
Website: www.experiencenottinghamshire.com/robin-hood. Contact: Erin Huckle at erin.huckle@experiencenottinghamshire.com 
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk.Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. 
The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. 

Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  www.frontierstravel.com.Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice. 

The group has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors worldwide each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013.
Generator Hostels will be delighted to consider review accommodation to Alliance press card holders.
Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at Christien Jansen@generatorhostels.com.

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil.  Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact: Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com.Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Horseshoe Inn, Scottish Borders

The Horseshoe Inn is situated in a former blacksmiths shop in Eddleston within the picturesque Scottish Borders, five miles north of Peebles. 
It has an award-winning fine dining restaurant, a bar and bistro as well as eight individually decorated bedrooms within the Lodge, a former Victorian primary school.

The Horseshoe Inn will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.horseshoeinn.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Kempinski Hotels worldwide 

Hoteliers since 1897, Kempinski has travelled the world in search of the most fascinating destinations without ever forgetting the finest traditions of its European heritage. 
With luxury holiday resorts, business and Spa hotels around the world, every Kempinski Hotel is unique, designed for guests who value five star holidays and luxury getaways.
Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com
Kempinski Gold Coast City, Accra, Ghana

The five-star Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City, is set to open early 2013, next to the Accra International Conference Centre, State House and National Theatre.The hotel is the centrepiece of Accra Gold Coast City, a new downtown for the capital.

The Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City will be delighted to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders on a case-by case basis.

Visit : www.kempinski.com/accra. Contact Kathryn Peel at kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Kepinski Hotels in Russia

St Petersburg
The Kempinski Hotel Moika 22 is located in a charming and historical area, in the very heart of St Petersburg, on the Moika River, opposite the renowned Hermitage Museum and Palace Square.  The Hotel is just two minutes walk from the Nevsky Prospect and close to all major sights and shopping. 

Moscow

The 5 star Hotel Baltschug Kempinski Moscow offers the best views of the Kremlin. Located in the heart of Moscow.

Gelendzhik

The Kempinski Grand Hotel Gelendzhik, is a new luxury resort and congress hotel on the Black Sea coast of Russia. 

Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com. 

Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  www.kerdowneybotswana.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Linthwaite House Hotel, Lake Windemere, Cumbria, UK

Located on 14 acres of peaceful, picturesque grounds and overlooking Lake Windermere, Linthwaite House is a luxury hotel in the Lake District.  The hotel's grounds are perfect for a peaceful stroll and trout fishing is available in the estate's own tarn. 
Linthwaite House will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.
 

Visit : www.linthwaitehousehotel.com. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
LocalGuiding

LocalGuiding is an online service connecting travellers with independent, local tour guides in destinations worldwide. It currently has guides in over 500 destinations in 100 countries worldwide - and is recruiting new guides all the time.

LocalGuiding has tour guides in : 

	Albania

Angola 

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Bangladesh 

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize 

Bhutan 

Bolivia

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Botswana

Brazil

Bulgaria

Cambodia

Canada

Chile

China 

Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Czech Republic
	Dominica

Ecuador 

Egypt

England

Estonia

Ethiopia 

France

Georgia 

Germany

Greece

Guatemala

Honduras

Hong Kong 

Hungary 

Iceland

India 

Indonesia 

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan 

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya 

Kyrgyzstan
	Latvia

Lithuania

Malawi

Malaysia 

Malta

Mauritius

Mexico

Monaco

Morocco 

Myanmar 

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

Panama

Peru

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal

Puerto Rico

Republic of Serbia

Romania

Russia

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Scotland

Senegal 

Slovakia
	Slovenia

South Africa

South Korea 

Spain

Sri Lanka 

Switzerland

Syria

Tanzania 

Thailand 

The Bahamas

Tunisia 

Turkey

Uganda 

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates

United States of America

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Venezuela

Vietnam 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe


LocalGuiding will be delighted to hear from Alliance press card holders looking for a local tour guide in the destinations it covers.

Visit : www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact : Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com. 

Loch Melfort Hotel, Argyll, Scotland

The Loch Melfort is a family run hotel on the coast of Argyll, set in the Scottish West Highlands. All rooms have sea views over Asknish Bay towards Jura, Shuna and Scarba.

The Asknish Bay Restaurant has been awarded two Rosettes by the AA every year since 2000. 
The Loch Melfort will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.lochmelfort.co.uk/. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Lovelady Shield, Cumbria, UK

Lovelady Shield is an elegant Georgian Country House Hotel near Alston, Cumbria. It stands on the site of a former 13th century convent on the banks of the River Nent and within secluded gardens and un-spoilt countryside.

The hotel can also act as a base from which to visit the UK’s Lake District, Hadrian's Wall, the North Pennines, Durham Cathedral and the Yorkshire Dales.

The hotel has 2 rosette awards from the AA , and their restaurant provides elegant surroundings in which to enjoy the award winning cuisine prepared by our Master Chef, Barrie Garton. Lovelady Shield will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.lovelady.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 
Love Loch Lomond is a group of tourism operators passionate about the Loch Lomond and Clyde Sea Lochs area will be delighted to host press visits for Alliance press card holders as well as to offer a range of story ideas and activities. 
Visit: www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact: Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com. 

Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.
Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders in the city on an assignment. 
Visit:  www.parismarriott.com. Contact: Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar, Edinburgh, Scotland
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar has recently opened on Old Fishmarket Close in the heart of Edinburgh’s old town.

Situated in the heart of the Capital and easily accessible from all parts of town the restaurant is set over two floors where diners can relax and indulge in a cocktail in the contemporary bar upstairs before or after their meal .
The eponymous kitchen and whisky bar is the first acquisition by the gifted young chef who has worked with talented chefs from The Bonham and the Amber restaurant in the Scotch Whisky Experience. 
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.michaelneave.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  

Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : www.mircorp.com.Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre has completed a £500,000 refurbishment to its leisure facilities. 

The hotel, which is next to the Metrocentre, the biggest shopping centre in Europe, will be happy to host Alliance press card holders who would like to visit the North East of the UK.

Visit : www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/nclgh-newcastle-gateshead-marriott-hotel-metrocentre
Contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com. 
New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.circleline42.com. Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Norfolk Hideaways

Norfolk Hideaways is a holiday cottage/self-catering holiday company with 200 coastal cottages in North Norfolk.

Norfolk Hideaways will be delighted to hear from Alliance press card holders on assignment. Press trips are available and subject to dates and availability.

Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com. 

The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels

The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels are one-of-a-kind, five-star hotels individually designed, with a unique character and distinctive atmosphere. 

They are situated in some of the world's most appealing locations, such as Antibes, Baden-Baden, Marrakesh, Paris and Vence.

The Oetker Collection will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders - on a case-by-case basis.

Visit :www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at jp@verypcc.com
The Pheasant Inn, The Lake District UK

Located at the bottom of Sale Fell and close to Bassenthwaite Lake, the Pheasant Inn dates back to the 17th century and was the haunt of huntsman John Peel.It is situated at the unspoilt northern end of the Lake District, within easy reach of Keswick and Cockermouth.

The hotel bar, one of the most well known bar in the Lake District, is full of local character and characters some of whom are very knowledgeable and opinionated! 
The Pheasant Inn will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.the-pheasant.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
The Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania

The Pocono Mountains region is 2,400 square miles of mountains, lakes, rivers, waterfalls and woodlands in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

The four-county region offers year round outdoor recreation, seasonal festivals and fairs, lavish spas and fine dining. The Pocono Mountains is two hours from Philadelphia and New York City.

The Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau will be delighted to consider press trip requests from Alliance press cardholders.

Visit : www.800poconos.com. Contact : Elizabeth A. Richardson at Erichardson@poconos.org. 

Ravenstone Manor, Keswick, Cumbria UK

Ravenstone Manor is a family run hotel situated just a short drive from the market town of Keswick in the Lake District. 
Overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake, and set against the backdrop of Skiddaw, Ravenstone Manor provides guests with a vantage point to fully appreciate the beauty of the Lake District. The grounds of the Hotel are a great start for many walks for any ability; a short amble through Dodd Wood looking for Ospreys nesting or the odd deer to a hike to the summit of Skiddaw.
Ravenstone Manor will consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.ravenstonemanor.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica

Rosalie Bay Resort, an eco-luxury and wellness retreat on the Nature Island of Dominica in the Caribbean, located along the Atlantic Ocean at the edge of a UNESCO World Heritage site,
The Rosalie Bay will be happy to consider accommodations for Alliance members on assignment. 

Visit : www.rosaliebay.com. Contact: Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com.
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa, Northamptonshire

Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa offers guests the chance to stay in what has been a stately home in rural Northampton since 1438.

Everything about Rushton Hall is grand from the moment you pass through its heavy timber doors.  
Most stunning, however, is the great hall with its magnificent timber roofing, ornate plasterwork, stained glass windows and fireplace.

Rushton Hall will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.rushtonhall.com.Contact : jacky Mcaulay at j.Mcaulay@rushtonhall.com. 

Saigon Streets

Saigon Streets, which run 3 to 3.5 hour street food tours in Ho Chi Minh City, will be delighted to provide Alliance press card holders with a tour for review purposes.

Visit : www.saigonstreeteats.com. Contact : Barbara Adam at theboss@thedropoutdiaries.com.

Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

Secret London – An unusual guide and Unusual bars & restaurants

Following the success of “Secret London – An unusual guide” (Amazon bestseller) Jonglez Publishing has launch its first iPhone applications:

· Secret London – An unusual guide, and

· Secret London – Unusual bars & restaurants

Alliance press card holders able to review the applications can receive a code to download the app for free (iPhone users only).

Visit : www.itwalliance.com. Contact : Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Shama and Shama Luxe

Shama and premier brand Shama Luxe is a collection of Asia based luxury boutique serviced apartments.

Shama: 

	Shama Sukhumvit, Bangkok 

Shama Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 

Shama Central, Hong Kong 

Shama Fortress Hill, Hong kong 

Shama Hollywood, Hong Kong 
	Shama Midlevels, Hong kong 

Shama Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong kong 

Shama Wanchai, Hong Kong 

Shama Century Park, Shanghai 

Shama Xujiahui, Shanghai


Shama Luxe: 

	Shama Luxe Grand Central, Dalian 

Shama luxe Huashan, Shanghai
	Shama Luxe Xintiandi, Shanghai 




Shama and brand Shama Luxe will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.shama.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 

Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
Shieldhill Castle, the Clyde Valley, Scotland

Shieldhill Castle hotel is a 4 star hotel set in the upper Clyde valley 30 minutes from both Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

The Castle dates back to 1199 and offers great character and charm amongst elegant surroundings. The principal building has 16 en suite bedrooms, and the newly refurbished stable block has created a courtyard setting for an extra 10 en suite rooms. 
In the grounds of the Castle and the surrounding areas, there are plenty of activities that can be organised for individuals or groups, including Falconry, Paintball, Game Shooting, Clay Pigeon Shooting, Helicopter flights, Hot Air Balloon rides, Fishing and Golf.
Shieldhill Castle will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.shieldhillcastlehotel.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. Contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 

Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 
www.tipiadventure.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.tongabezi.com.Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
VisitCornwall

Cornwall is located in the far west of Great Britain on a peninsula pointing into into the Atlantic Ocean, and with 300 miles of coastline.

Cornwall is also the location of mainland Great Britain's most southerly promontory, The Lizard, and one of the UK’s most westerly points, Land's End, while a few miles off shore and even further west is an archipelago of tiny islands that make up the Isles of Scilly.

For Alliance press card holders visiting Cornwall with suitable commissions, VisitCornwall will be pleased to offer bespoke itinerary arrangements and assist in negotiating complimentary or reduced rate accommodation and entry to attractions and activities.
Visit : www.visitcornwall.com. Contact : Julia Hughes at julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com 

Wedgwood the Restaurant, Edinburgh, Scotland
Paul Wedgwood and Lisa Channon opened Wedgwood the Restaurant in 2007. 

Paul gains inspiration for his style of dishes from regular travels around the world. Favourite dishes in the restaurant include Panko and black sesame crusted mullet or Pork belly, Diver caught scallops wrapped in caul fat.  

Paul is also renowned for using interesting wild herbs and salads which feature regularly on the menu especially at lunchtime.  

Wedgwood the Restaurant will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.
Visit : www.wedgewoodtherestaurant.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Welcome to Yorkshire

Welcome to Yorkshire, which is the official Destination Management agency for the English county of Yorkshire, has one clear priority, to make Yorkshire the most popular destination in the UK for business and leisure. 
In just two years Welcome to Yorkshire has grown the value of the county's tourism and visitor economy from £5.9bn to £7bn per annum.
Welcome to Yorkshire will be delighted to consider press trip opportunities for Alliance press card holders with an appropriate commission.

Visit : www.yorkshire.com/mediacentre. Contact : Graham Poucher at gpoucher@yorkshire.com 
The West Somerset Railway, UK

The West Somerset Railway is Britain’s longest standard gauge “heritage” railway and runs steam trains on a daily basis from early April to early October and on elected dates in other months. 

The route is from Bishops Lydeard (4 miles from the Somerset County Town of Taunton) to the small seaside resort of Minehead and the Railway carries some 200,000 passengers each year.

The West Somerset Railway will be delighted to offer Alliance press card holders free travel on its trains. Please book tickets in advance. 

Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :www.wildernessscotland.com.Contact: Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 129 : December 2012                              www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 

Appendix one

· The directory of opportunities for press card holders



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Appendix one for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, operates in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalists only.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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 @writersalliance

	The Alliance Syndication Network


The Alliance Syndication Network is a new initiative from the International Travel Writers Alliance, that will be of interest to journalists who have, or contribute to, online travel publications including travel websites and blogs, bulletins and newsletters etc.

Each Syndicate member will :

· provide brief information on their own online presence, and 
· agree to consider publishing a sentence on and link to appropriate features produced by other members in the Syndicate.

Other networking between Syndicate members will be developed.

By co-operating in this way, each Syndicate member should be able to increase the circulation of their own features considerably - and attract dedicated followers in the process.

For more information contact : Ashley Gibbins at Ashhley@itwalliance.com.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Rocky Mountain International

Rocky Mountain International coordinates the international tourism activities for the state tourism departments of Idaho, Montana, South Dakota, Wyoming and North Dakota.

It takes in :

	Yellowstone

the Grand Tetons

Glacier National Park

Sun Valley

Mount Rushmore

Crazy Horse
	Jackson Hole

Devils Tower

Flaming Gorge

Buffalo Bill's Cody Country

Little Bighorn Battlefield

Wild Bill's Deadwood
	Charlie Russell's Montana

Ernest Hemingway's Ketchum

Southwest Idaho

Rapid City 

Coeur d' Alene, and 

Cheyenne


Visit : www.rockymtnintl.com and www.rmi-realamerica.com.

Alliance members wishing to discuss individual research visits or group press trips to the regions should contact Hayley Gee at  hayley.gee@kbc-pr.com.

Cycling Malaysia

Tourism Malaysia has developed 87 cycling packages to give visitors the chance to explore the country at their leisure and in a “live like locals” experience. 

The ‘Tour of Delights’ offers visitors the chance to explore Penang in North-West Malaysia, one of the most developed, ethnically diverse and thriving tourist areas. 

Over two days and one night the tour covers a total distance of 6.07km over a predominantly flat course that is relatively easy for most visitors. 

Friendly Penang motorists politely give way to cyclists, allowing visitors to explore a total of 20 points of interest such as the Clan Jetties of Penang, the traditional Chinese fishing settlements, and the UNESCO World Heritage Site, Cheing Fatt Tze Mansion in just over 8 hours.  

The two-day, one-night ‘Tour of Heritage’ allows visitors to explore Ipoh, the capital city of Perak State, by both van and bicycle. 

The first leg is a half-day Ipoh city Tour by van, with the second leg covering 8.41km by bicycle, taking just over two hours and covering ten sites.  

Support for press trips may be available.

Visit: www.tourismmalaysia.gov.my. Contact : Flo Powell at flo@representationplus.co.uk. 

Istanbul, Turkey   

Istanbul has been voted by readers of Food and Travel magazine as Destination of the Year at the inaugural Food and Travel Reader Awards. 

Istanbul is now seen as a top city-break destination with more than 8 million visitors annually.

The city straddle two continents and recent archaeological excavations have shown its history to date back 8000 years.

Visit : www.goturkey.com and www.foodandtravel.com/awards. For further information or to arrange a press trip contact Ela Ayhan at turkeytourism@redmintcomms.co.uk.  

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Diacovschi.com (Netherlands)

Diacovschi.com is a Netherlands home based travel agency which mainly is specialized in tourism and business tourism in Romania and unknown Romania.

In 2013 the company will publish its own travel guide about Romania to sell on the Dutch Market.

Visit : www.diacovschi.eu. Contact : Gerrit Diacovschi at info@diacovschi.com. 

Bradenton Area Convention & Vistors Bureau

The Bradenton Area CVB is the official travel planning resource for Anna Maria Island & Longboat Key, and their coastal companions, Bradenton and Lakewood Ranch, nestled along Florida's southwest Gulf coast between Tampa Bay and Sarasota. With 12 miles of pristine white sand beach


Visit : www.bacvb.com. Contact : Tara Donovan
at tara.donovan@bacvb.com.

Welcome to Yorkshire (UK)


Welcome to Yorkshire is the official marketing agency for tourism within the county and receives over 200 million visits each year.


Visit : www.yorkshire.com. Contact : Helen Smith at hsmith@yorkshire.com.

South Iceland Adventures

South Iceland Adventure leads tailored adventures across Iceland for individual travellers, groups and companies seeking to experience this North Atlantic island bordering the Arctic Circle.

Specialising in winter pursuits such as glacier hiking, backcountry skiing and snow-kiting, South Iceland Adventure also leads summer and year-round pursuits such as diving, snorkelling, super jeep driving, canyoning, horse riding and cycling.


Visit : www.icelandadventure.is Contact : Sigurdur Bjarni Sveinsson at Siggi@siadv.is.

Denbies Wine Estate (UK)


Established in 1986, Denbies Wine Estate is England’s largest single estate vineyard with 265 acres of vines. It’s one of the first wine estates in the world to give visitors of all ages a unique and fascinating insight into all aspects of the wine producing process, all year round. 

The flint-clad Chateau-style Visitor Centre hosts two restaurants; the indoor Garden Conservatory and the third floor Gallery Restaurant providing spectacular views of the estate, together with a diversely stocked wine and gift shop and garden farm shop.

The Denbies Farmhouse Guest Accommodation, ETB ‘Silver 4 with its stunning views over the vineyard is perfect for guests wishing to extend their stay.


Visit : www.denbies.co.uk. Contact : Jeannette Simpson at jsimpson@denbiesvineyard.co.uk.

Women Traveling the World

Women Traveling the World offers custom boutique tours for women only. Groups are small with a max of 12 persons and are custom tailored for each destination.


Visit : www.womentravelingtheworld.com. Contact : Jennifer Vader Lind at info@womentravelingtheworld.com. 

Destin Vacation Boat Rentals (USA)

Destin Vacation Boat Rentals is a full-service boat rental and watersports attraction service offering a large selection of watercraft and watersports equipment rentals, parasailing rides, fishing charters, and harbour cruises.


Visit : www.destinvacationboatrentals.comContact : Heather Thomas at info@destinvacationboatrentals.com
	News


Mark Nicholls

Freelance travel writer and International Travel Writers Alliance member Mark Nicholls was among the winners at the British Travel Press Awards held in London on November 21, clinching the award for the Travel Trade Feature of the Year. 
His quirky article called Time Travel examined global time zones and some of the unusual locations on earth where they seem to defy logic, as well as offering tips to frequent flyers on how to reduce the impact of jet lag. 
The article appeared in the HRG journal On Business. Mark, who is based in Norfolk in the UK, is also a contributor to Travel Mail, The Glass online, travel pages in the UK regional press including the Eastern Daily Press, Skier and Snowboarder magazine and Italia!.

The 4th British Travel Press Awards, held at RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects), before an audience of over 250 travel writers, journalists, broadcasters, photographers, editors and senior members of the UK travel industry, attracted more than 500 nominations and entries from national newspaper, consumer and trade titles, online travel titles, travel guide books and TV and radio programmes. 
Other Alliance members who wish to have their achievements highlighted in this bulletin should send information to Ashley Gibbins at Ashley@itwalliance.com.
Royal Brunei Airlines

Royal Brunei Airlines, the flag carrier airline of the Sultanate of Brunei, has unveiled its new livery and logo, as the first step of RB’s overall rebranding.

In the coming months, the next year, the national carrier will be rolling out a new website experience (including new social media experience), new uniforms, and new lounge and ticket office environments. 
The completion of the rebranding process will be timed to coincide with the entry into service of 787 Boeing Dreamliners on 1 September 2013, making RB the first airline in South-East Asia to take delivery of this aircraft.
Visit : www.bruneiair.com. Contact : Roxane Farley at rfarley@goodrelations.co.uk. 

ScotRail's Highland bike hire project.

ScotRail has earned Highly Commended in the Innovation category at the ATOC National Cycle Rail Awards for its cut-price bike hire scheme.

The scheme, which allows cyclists to enjoy scenic A-to-B journeys across the Highlands, is believed to be the only UK cycle-rail scheme in which local shops organise the return of hire bikes, meaning cyclists no longer have to pedal back to their starting points.

Visit : www.scotrail.co.uk/cycling. Contact : Danny Carden at daniel.carden@firstgroup.com. 

Rail Europe

Pre-Christmas travellers can save up to 65% on train tickets from Paris to a host of French destinations with Rail Europe.

Offers are available on routes from Paris to Reims, Avignon, Montpellier, Bordeaux and Marseille and from Paris to Nice, Cannes and Antibes.

Other destinations featured in the offer include Toulouse, Strasbourg, Perpignan, Grenoble and Luxembourg.

Visit : www.raileurope.co.uk. Contact : Amanda Monroe at 526729, or amonroe@raileurope.co.uk. 

South African Airways

South African Airways has been named “Best Airline to Africa” and “Best Airline in Africa” by Premier Traveler Magazine.

Visit : www.flysaa.com and www.southafrica.net. Contact : Elizabeth Ninomiya at ElizabethNinomiya@flysaa.com. 

Qatar Airways

Qatar Airways has taken delivery of its first of 60 Boeing 787 Dreamliners on order.

The aircraft is also the world’s first 787 to be fully connected with wireless facilities enabling passengers in business and economy cabins to remain connected with the ground through Wi-Fi and GSM telephony options.

Qatar Airways has a fleet of 112 aircraft flying to 120 destinations across Europe, Middle East, Africa, Asia Pacific, North America and South America.

Visit www.qatarairways.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 

Azamara Club Cruises

Luxury cruise line, Azamara Club Cruises, is renovating its two European boutique hotel-style ships, Azamara Journey and Azamara Quest. 

Both ships are entering drydock to receive a shipwide facelift and a new profile with a dark-blue hull.

The two, 694-guest ships sail European destinations, including the Baltic and Scandinavia, British Isles, Western Europe, French and Italian Rivieras, Greek Isles, Croatia, Holy Land and Black Sea. They also sail Asia, South America and lesser-travelled islands of the West Indies. 

Visit : www.azamaraclubcruises.co.uk. Contact : Louise James at louisejames@rccl.com. 

VisitBritain

VisitBritain has re-launched its free image library comprising 3,500 high quality images available for media and the travel industry.

The images library pages showcase featured images and Press will also have links to VisitBritain’s Media Centre for further pictures and stories.

Visit : www.visitbritainimages.com. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org. 

	Leads


Palau

Located in the westernmost corner of Micronesia, Palau is an archipelago of more than 586 islands with about 20,000 inhabitants. 

One of the world's dive destinations, Palau has spectacular water features and beaches as well as Rock Islands and Jellyfish Lake. 

Sam’s Tours, Palau’s dive center, has introduced its live aboard dive yacht Palau Siren, in partnership with Worldwide Dive and Sail and the Siren Fleet.  

Palau Siren, which features eight large staterooms and a panoramic dining area, will operate year round embarking on seven and ten day excursions.

Visit www.visit-palau.com. Contact : Ngedikes Bechesrrak, at nbechesrrak.pva@visit-palau.com. 

Dangers of orphanage tourism in Cambodia

A group of humanitarians who live and work in Cambodia has banded together to launch Orphanages: Not the Solution, a website to raise awareness about the negative impact of orphanage tourism.

The purpose of the website is to educate people about what orphanage tourism is and the devastating affect is having on the children of Cambodia, many of whom are not even orphans.

Visit : www.orphanages.no. Contact : Alexia Nestora, at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Cleveland, Ohio

West Side Market

Cleveland's West Side Market is celebrating its 100th year with over 100 vendors providing ethnically diverse food including cuts of meat, seafood, fresh local produce and baked goods. 

The Museum of Contemporary Art

The Museum of Contemporary Art has opened in University Circle, a unique cultural center that also is home to the Cleveland Orchestra, Institute of Music, the Cleveland Museum of Art and Case Western University. Visit : www.mocacleveland.org. 

Visit : www.positivelycleveland.com. April Ingle at aingle@positivelycleveland.com. 

Pegasus Airlines

Pegasus Airlines flies a scheduled service to 22 destinations within Turkey and 37 internationally.

In September 2011, Pegasus began codeshare flights with airberlin, Germany’s second largest airline.

More recently Pegasus launched joint Istanbul-Baku flights with Azerbaijani airline Azal.

Visit :  www.flypgs.com. For more information or to request a press trip contact: Rebecca Erol at pegasus@redmintcomms.co.uk. 

Sarasota, Florida

Sarasota County is located on the West Coast of Florida, 45 minutes from Tampa and one and half hours drive from Orlando. 

The area has white sand beaches, wildlife and a string of unspoilt natural islands, comprising what is promoted as ‘hidden Florida’.

Visit : www.visitsarasota.org. Contact : Antonia Robinson at antonia@goshpr.c.o.uk. 

The West Somerset Railway

The West Somerset Railway is England’s longest “heritage” railway and runs its steam trains over 20 miles of line between Bishops Lydeard (a large village 4 miles from Somerset’s county town of Taunton) and the seaside town of Minehead. 
Along the way the journey takes travellers through the Quantock Hills (an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and along the Exmoor Coast. 
Possible destinations to explore along the route include the ancient seaport town of Watchet, Washford whose attractions include Cleeve Abbey ( in the care of English Heritage) and Torre Abbey, or the medieval village of Dunster with its 1000 year old castle ( in the care of the National Trust). Trains run on selected dates throughout the year and a daily service runs from mid-May to early October. 
Alliance press card holders who would like to have a familiarisation visit can obtain two Freedom of the Line Day Tickets and a package of information about the Railway by contacting John Simms via john.com@wsrail.net. 
There will also be representatives of the Company at South West Group Travel at Yeovilton Museum on 12 January 2013, Excursions at Alexandra Palace on 26 January 2013 and the Steve Reed Tourism Show at the Reebock Stadium in Bolton on 28 January 2013.

Visit : www.warail.net. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net.  
	What’s on 


Montréal Igloofest

18 to 27 January 2013

The 7th annual edition of Igloofest returns to Montréal this winter with nine days of dance rave.

Taking place in sub-zero temperatures, the Igloofest is held on the Jacques-Cartier Pier and showcases performances from some of the best artists on the electro scene.  

Visit : www.igloofest.ca and www.tourisme-montreal.org. Contact : Robyn Margetts at robyn.margetts@citizenrelations.com. 

The JORVIK Viking Festival, York UK

16th to 24th February 2013

The Annual JORVIK Viking Festival celebrates the time, 1,000 years ago, when York was under Viking rule and great celebrations took place every February called ‘Jolablot’ to herald the coming of spring and the survival of winter hardships. 

In the early 1980s the York Archaeological Trust revived Jolablot, creating the largest Viking Festival in Europe. Now in its 28th year, the Festival attracts more than 40,000 visitors to the city attracting Viking re-enactors from across Europe.

The festival has over 80 events including a Viking battle finale with fire drawings, a 60ft boat burning, a Strongman competition and the Annual best beard competition.

Visit : www.visityork.org. Contact : Claire Winsor at Claire.Winsor@sirencomms.com. 

Tribeca Film Festival, New York, USA

17 T0 28 April 2013

This film festival screens over 400 new and independent films, and features panel discussions with filmmakers and actors, and an outdoor family festival. 

Organised by Robert De Niro's production company Tribeca Productions. Renowned festival brings local, national and international talent to downtown New York. 

Visit : www.tribecafilm.com. Contact : Tammie Rosen at trosen@tribecaenterprises.com

New Orleans Jazz And Heritage Festival, Louisiana, USA

26 April 2010 to 05 May 2013 

The birthplace of jazz celebrates its heritage with live music, food and crafts. Runs over two weekends. Over 500 acts perform in total. 

Visit : www.nojazzfest.com and  www.jazzandheritage.org. Contact : Matthew Goldman at matthew@nojazzfest.com.

Beale Street Music Festival, Memphis, Tennessee, USA

03 to 05 May 2013

A major multi-genre music festival featuring over 60 acts performing on three outdoor stages and a blues tent. Organised as a part of the Memphis in May International Festival

Visit : www.memphisinmay.org. Contact : Diane Hampton at dhampton@memphisinmay.org.

Lufthansa Festival Of Baroque Music, London

10 t0 18 22 May 2013 

The festival is one of the largest celebrations of baroque music of the 18th century featuring performances from international soloists and ensembles.

Visit : www.lufthansafestival.org.uk. Contact : Helen Tweedy at helen@albion-media.co.uk.

Festivals in Oxfordshire UK

Oxford Jazz Festival

24-30 March 2013

The Oxford Jazz Festival returns this Easter, based in the Oxford Castle Quarter, with a varied line-up and late night jazz sessions in an ancient crypt, a marquee with headline acts in the Castle Gardens.

City restaurants will be offering a wide range of jazz genres, and there will be stage sponsored by local breweries.

Visit : www.oxfordjazzfestival.com. Contact :  press@visitoxfordshire.org. 

CS Lewis Jubilee Festival

19-22 September 2013

CS Lewis, author of the Narnia books, lived, taught and died in Oxford. Commemorating 50 years since his death in 1963, the Festival will include a talk by Lewis biographer Alister McGrath, a play by Susie Stead, guided walks and special church services. 

Visit : www.cslewisjubileefestival.org. Contact :press@visitoxfordshire.org. 

Carnival Of Culture, Kreuzberg, Berlin, Germany

17 to 20 May 2013 

A multi-cultural parade and street festival features music, dance and art. Over 100 bands and 4300 paraders from 70 countries participate in the procession. Parade takes place on May 23.

Visit : www.karneval-berlin.de. Contact : Nadja Mau at info@karneval-berlin.de. 

Bath International Music Festival, Bath UK

22 May to 2 June 2013

The festival features classical, world, folk, contemporary and jazz music. 

Visit : www.bathmusicfest.org.uk. Contact : Juliet Simpson at juliet.simpson@bathfestivals.org.uk.

Festspillene: Bergen International Festival, Norway

22 May to 5 June 2013  

The Largest event of its kind in Nordic countries featuring opera, dance, drama, literature and visual arts. Around 50,000 visitors attend (30,000 at indoor events and 20,000 at outdoor performances).

Visit : www.fib.no. Contact : Silje Gripsrud at siljeg@fib.no.

	Reasons to write about


Hidden Pousadas Brazil

Hidden Pousadas Brazil, the leading representation for pousada accommodation in Brazil has been awarded the oficial seal of approval by Brazil’s GECOPA/ Ministry of Sport. 

The company’s latest promotional campaign is 'Brasil, um paraíso natural a ser descoberto' or  ‘Brazil, a hidden paradise yet to be discovered’. It highlights the pousadas and off the beaten track destinations in areas surrounding the World Cup cities. 

In attracting more independent travellers to Brazil the project aligns with the Brazilian Government's aim to double the number of foreign visitors to the country over the next five years.

Hidden Pousadas Brazil offers accommodation in pousadas, the B&Bs, inns, ecolodges and boutique hotels.

Alliance press card holders are invited to contact the company if they would be interested in accommodation during a trip to Brazil.

Visit: www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at  fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. 

Relief Riders International

Relief Riders International is a for-profit adventure travel company that leads relief missions on horseback through the Thar Desert of Rajasthan, India and the Cappadocia region of central Turkey.

Since its inaugural Relief Ride in 2004, RRI has performed 15 Relief missions, developed seven humanitarian/medical programs, and treated over 20,000 people of whom 15,600 were children. 

Relief Riders International works in association with the Indian Red Cross to research, design and expedite all of its medical programs in India. 

In October 2010 RRI received the 2010 United Nations Positive Peace Award in the small business category.

Relief Riders International is now taking reservations for its next trips: 

· the Bikaner Relief Ride Feb. 2-16, 2013, and 

· the Chanod Relief Ride Feb. 25-Mar.10, 2013.

Visit : www.reliefridersinternational.com. Contact : Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Vence, Provence, France

The small French town of Vence in Provence has a contemporary art collection made up of some 80 acclaimed international works by artists including Marc Chagall, Henri Matisse, Arman, Bernard Pages, Claude Viallat, David Mozziconacci and Robert Malaval.

The entire collection is now going on public display at the Château de Villeneuve and Fondation Emile Hugues. 

The Chateau Saint-Martin & Spa - set on the ruins of an ancient knight's templar, is a 51 room hotel known for its culinary expertise.  

Visit : www.chateau-st-martin.com. Contact : pc@verypcc.com. 

Mountain biking in the Black Forest, Germany
Mountain biking is a popular pursuit through the Black Forest – a region with an extensive network of cycling trails for enthusiasts of all levels. 

Intermediate riders can travel 450 metres above sea level and experience woodland trails surrounding the Geroldsau waterfall.

For the more adventurous and those in search of hefty climbs and swift descents, the 'torture trail' is a 4-6 hour challenging bike ride to the region's most picturesque peaks some 1,000 metres above sea level. 

Climbing along the Haimbachtal Valley past the Schafberg estate, cyclists travel along the Mullenbildweg trail up to the Nachtigall, the mountain pass between Baden Baden and Gernsbach (also crossed by the Tour de France teams in 2006). 

Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa, is located in Baden-Baden on the edge of the Black Forest and is celebrating its 140th Anniversary this year. 

Visit :  www.blackforestinfo.com and www.brenners.com. Contact : pc@verypcc.com. 

Tiger tourism in India

Earlier in 2012 the Supreme Court of India imposed an interim ban on Tiger Tourism in India in key tiger habitats, stopping one of the top attractions for tourists to the country.  

The ban has now been lifted and tourism will be allowed once again to many of the core areas of the National Parks.  Whilst tourism within the tiger reserves will now be limited to 20% of the core area of the Reserve, in most reserves the tourism zone is well within this area.  

The ban has been fought by a huge number of people in India, looking to protect the forests of India, the livelihoods of many local communities and the conservation efforts for the tiger population itself.  

Ampersand Travel arrange trips to all the top tiger parks in India. 

Visit : www.ampersandtravel.com. Contact : jk@verypcc.com. 

Central Macedonia

Central Macedonia, is an area of Northern Greece offering history and nature while, as the region’s capital, Thessaloniki is about to go into its second century of independence.

Thessaloniki is Greece’s second city. Home to 1 million people, it has a vibrant nightlife, year round temperate climate and a history which dates back over 3,000 years. The Romans, Byzantines and Ottomans all once ruled here, each leaving their own marks on its architecture and character. 

Over 550km of coastline make Halkidiki a beach lovers destination and one of the most visited destinations in Greece. Away from the beach Halkidiki offers outdoor activities including mountain biking, riding, bird-watching, trekking, while the proximity to Mount Athos means that there are religious tours.

Pieria, which is home to the legendary Olympus mountains, has the summit of Mytikas climbing to nearly 3,000 metres.This largely rural area also has 70km of top class beach, and a large wetland. 

The area of Mount Athos (also known as ‘Holy Mountain’) is surrounded by 300km of  coastline and is known for its natural beauty.

Mount Athos itself is inhabited only by 2,200 monks in twenty Byzantine monasteries, twelve cloisters and eight hundred monk’s cells. 

Visit : www.exploringmacedonia.com. Contact: Andy Sotiropoulou at andy@mediacofss.com. 

The Isles of Scilly, UK

The Isles of Scilly has been named in the World’s Top 10 Islands to visit by the National Geographic.

The Isles of Scilly – which lie 28 miles off the Western tip of Lands End - came in at number 2 – ahead of destinations such as Tahiti, Capri, the Canary Islands and Saba in the West Indies.

The five inhabited and scores of uninhabited Islands offer opportunities to explore and outdoors including activities such as hiking, swimming with seals, sailing, kayaking and diving.

Getting to the UK’s most westerly Island archipelago is set to improve significantly ahead of the start of the 2013 season and beyond.

For the start of the 2013 season, the number of scheduled flights to the Islands will be increased as will the number of planes operating on the routes to the Islands. 

The Scillonian III foot passenger ferry will also be undergoing a major refurbishment and passenger improvement works ready for the start of the 2013 season

Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk and www.islesofscilly-travel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

Flanders, Belgium
Soul Show Studios, Antwerp

Soul Show are studios that can be rented for long or short terms in the centre of Antwerp.

Designed in a modern vintage style by designer Jeanne van der Meulengraaf, the apartments are in the the heart of the Marnixplats and just a short walk from the Antwerp Grote markt district.

Visit : www.soulsuites.com.

Sleeping Around - Antwerp

Sleeping Around now has an installation in Antwerp and consists of a converted shipping container, complete with bed, bathroom, air conditioning and most essentially, a docking station! 

It is situated in the new Het Eilandje docklands district of Antwerp.

Boutique Hotel Caelus VII - Tongeren

The Caelus VII hotel is the latest boutique hotel to open in the city of Tongeren ( Eastern Flanders). 

Tongeren is known for hosting one of the largest antique markets in Europe, which takes place every Sunday.

Visit : www.caelus.be. 

Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita Rampall at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

New Attractions in Flanders

The Bruges Historium, Flanders

The new Bruges Historium, which opens on 25 November 2012, aims to take visitors  back to medieval times and on a sensory exploration of the city's culture and history. 

Visit : www.historium.be/en. 

La Loge- Contemporary Art forum in Brussels

La Loges is a new space dedicated to contemporary art and encourages artists to develop projects around space and habitat. 

For a list of exhibtions on offer see www.la-loge.be. 

Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita Rampall at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 

European wine regions

European activity holiday specialist UTracks has chosen their top wine destinations across Europe.

Bordeaux

With a total vineyard area of over 120,000 hectares, Bordeaux is France’s largest wine growing area. 

There are 54 appellations of Bordeaux wine, ranging from large quantities of everyday table wine to some of the most expensive and prestigious wines in the world. Average vintages produce over 700 million bottles of Bordeaux wine, 89% of which is red.

Tuscany

Located in central Italy, Tuscany is home to some of the world's most notable wine regions, including Chianti, Brunello di Montalcino and Vino Nobile di Montepulciano.

It is also famous for the dessert wine Vin Santo, as well a class of wines known in the trade as ‘Super Tuscans’, which are considered of high quality and command high prices. 

Burgundy

Burgundy has a higher number of ‘appellations d'origine contrôlée’ than any French region, which are classified from delineated Grand Cru vineyards down to more nonspecific regional appellations. 

The most famous wines here (those commonly referred to as ‘Burgundies’) are dry red wines from Pinot Noir grapes and white wines made from Chardonnay grapes, with small amounts of rosé and sparkling wines also produced. 

Rioja

Rioja is made from grapes grown in three regions in northern Spain (the Autonomous Community of La Rioja but also in parts of Navarre and the Basque province of Álava) with many wines traditionally blending fruit from all three regions. 

La Rioja has a total of 57,000 hectares cultivated, yielding 250 million litres of wine annually, of which 85% is ‘tinto’ (red). A distinct characteristic of Rioja wine is the effect of oak aging.

Douro 

This surprisingly unspoilt valley (the Douro River flows through steep channels for around 125 miles across the north of Portugal) is home to the first demarcated wine region in the world.

Established in 1756 when the Port industry developed, it has the country’s highest wine classification as a ‘denominação de origem controlada’. 

Although associated primarily with Port, it produces just as much table wine (non-fortified wines) as it does fortified wine. 

A division of World Expeditions, UTracks and Sherpa Expeditions offer a collection of activity holidays across Europe.

Visit : www.UTracks.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at pr@worldexpeditions.co.uk.

El Nido, The Phillipenes

El Nido covers a land area of 465.1 square kilometres and is made up of 45 islands and islets in the northern part of Palawan. 

It is one of the sites in the country first inhabited by humans 22,000 years ago as evidenced by fossils and burial sites, dating back to the Late Neolithic Age, found in its many caves and excavation sites.

The El Nido reserve is a popular nature spot with five types of forests, three major marine habitats, mangroves, 50 white sand beaches, coral reefs, and  limestone cliffs. 

The reserve is home to 16 endemic and 10 endangered species of birds, six endemic species of marine mammals, four endangered species of marine turtles, 100 species of corals, and 813 species of fish.

Visit : www.wowphilippines.co.uk.  Contact : info@itsmorefuninthephilippines.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel, Turkey 

The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel is located in Uçhisar, the highest town in the Turkish region iof Cappadocia.
The Taskonaklar Boutique Hotel, a member of Great Hotels of the World, has rooms and suites carved into volcanic formations and accommodation combines subterranean spaces, rough-hewn walls and stone archways with fresh air in the form of terraces and balconies. 
Visit : www.taskonaklar.com. Contact : Tolga Akarcalı at tolga@taskonaklar.com.

Generator Hostels, Dublin

Generator Hostels has seen its Dublin hostel win the title of ‘Favourite Hostel in Ireland’ at the TNT Golden Backpack Awards.

Located next to the Old Jameson Distillery on Smithfield Square and within walking distance of the Temple Bar and Nightlife district, the modern hostel has over 500 beds, including en-suite rooms (shower and toilet).

Generator Hostels, which has properties in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. The group will open two new hostels in Barcelona and Berlin Mitte in 2013.

Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Abi Lloyd at  generatorhostels@lewispr.com. 

ONYX Hospitality Group 

Thailand-based hotel management company ONYX Hospitality Group has announced a new OZO resort in the coastal town of Pattaya, Thailand. 

The 170-room OZO Pattaya will be located in the city centre, within easy reach of Pattaya’s attractions, nightlife and beach. The new project will bring the total number of new OZO projects under development to seven.

Among these, the  OZO Wesley Hong Kong and OZO Chaweng Samui, on the Thai island of Koh Samui in late 2013. 

Visit www.onyx-hospitality.com. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 

The Centara Koh Chang Tropicana Resort, Thailand

The Centara Koh Chang Tropicana Resort on Klong Prao Beach on Thailand's west coast has reopened following refurbishment.

Centara Hotels & Resorts is Thailand's leading operator of hotels, with 38 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom.  

A further 18  resorts in the Maldives, Vietnam, Bali Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Mauritius Indian Ocean, brings the present total to 56 properties.  

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Parrot Cay by COMO, Turks & Caicos

Parrot Cay by COMO, three two-bedroom Beach Houses have opened in Turks & Caicos, the private island resort in the northern Caribbean. 

Visit : www.comohotels.com/parrotcay. Contact : pc@verypcc.com.  

Hyatt Place Yerevan, Armenia

Hyatt Hotels is to open the Hyatt Place hotel in Yerevan, the capital of Armenia in spring 2013.

The hotel will be located next to Republic Square, the heart of Yerevan’s city centre, and is in close proximity to the Government House, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the National Gallery, and Abovyan Street, the city’s main thoroughfare with many boutiques, cafes and gift shops.

The hotel is the third Hyatt Place hotel under development in Europe, joining Hyatt Place Amsterdam Airport and Hyatt Place Zurich Airport.

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Alila Fort Bishangarh, Rajasthan

Asian hotelier Alila Hotels & Resorts will open its first Indian heritage property in late 2013.

Located at Bishangarh Village in the Jaipur District, the Alila Fort Bishangarh will be a luxury 59-suite boutique resort in a  restored 230 year-old Rajasthan Fort.

Positioned on a granite hill in the Aravalli Mountain range, with 360-degree views, the site is owned by the ruling Maharaja, Rao Rajendra Singh, and has been in his family since the 14th century. The fort is thought to be the only one of its kind to be converted into a heritage resort and is an example of the Jaipur Gharana architecture influenced by both the Mughals and the British.

Alila Fort Bishangarh will become the third Alila property in India, joining the contemporary Alila Diwa Goa and Alila Bangalore.

Visit : www.alilahotels.com. Contact: Paul Charles at alila@verypcc.com. 

The Westin Puntacana Resort, Dominican Republic 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide is to open the Westin Puntacana Resort, in the Playa Blanca area of the Punta Cana Resort & Club complex in 2013 

The Westin Puntacana Resort will be the company’s second Dominican Republic property with the Sheraton Punta Cana Village having opened in October.

Visit : www.godominicanrepuclic.com. Contact : Esther C Smith at esthercsmith@hotmail.com. 

Sandals Resorts

Sandals Resorts International (SRI), parent company of Sandals Resorts, Beaches Resorts and Grand Pineapple Beach Resorts has purchased LaSource Resort in Grenada.

The property, which is located on Pink Gin Beach is surrounded by the Caribbean on three sides, will become Sandals LaSource Grenada Resort & Spa.

Sandals Resorts has portfolio of 14 beachfront properties on the Caribbean islands of Jamaica, Antigua, Saint Lucia, The Bahamas and Grenada.

Visit : www.sandals.co.uk/grenada. contact : Holly Barnett at holly.barnett@sandals.co.uk. 

Villa Clarisse, Saint Martin de Ré, France

Villa Clarisse, sister property of L’Hôtel de Toiras, which can accommodate up to 18 people, is a  17th century villa available to rent for short or long stays between November and March.

Villa Clarisse is located the heart of Saint Martin de Ré, a French port town on the island of Île de Ré. 

Visit www.villa-clarisse.fr. Contact : Hannah Summers at Hannah@grifcopr.com. 

Akamas Villas

Launched in 2010, Akamas Villas is a luxury villa company based in West Cyprus, currently offering 42 bespoke holiday-rental properties. 

All villas are situated in and around the Akamas region in the mountainous conservation areas of Chrysochou Bay, Agarka, Polis, Latchi and Neo Chorio. 

Visit : www.akamas-villas.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com. 

Quintessential Bed and Breakfast, UK

Quintessential Bed and Breakfast, QBandB, is a website dedicated to showcasing luxury bed and breakfast homes.

The portfolio currently includes 22 bed and breakfast homes ranging from Cotswold stone cottages to a Georgian hall.

Visit : www.quintessentialbedandbreakfast.com.  Contact :

Nicola Crewe-Read at nicola@quintessentialbedandbreakfast.com. 

Centara Grand Resort & Spa Pattaya

Centara Hotels & Resorts will open the five-star Centara Grand Resort & Spa Pattaya, its fourth property in Pattaya, in March 2013, 

The new build nine-storey hotel will be located at Phratamnak Hill on the east side of the city in the centre of the exclusive Phratamnak district close to  Phratamnak Beach.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com/pattaya. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

Vanbrugh House Hotel, Oxford UK 

The Vanbrugh House Hotel is a new luxury boutique hotel in central Oxford

Visit : www.vanbrughhousehotel.co.uk and www.visitoxfordshire.org/press. Contact :  press@visitoxfordshire.org. 

	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalis only. The Alliance is looking to extend the initiative worldwide.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952


	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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	Press card opportunities 


	Opportunities for Alliance press card holders directory : December 2012
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities A to E 

	· 40Berkeley, Boston
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme
	· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· Cotswolds Inns & Hotels
· The Ebrington Arms, UK
· The Elphinstone Hotel, Scotland
· EUROPA-PARK, Germany
· Experience Nottinghamshire


Opportunities F to O

	· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Generator Hostels, Europe
· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Horseshoe Inn, Scottish Borders
· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Kempinski Hotels Worldwide
· Kempinski Gold Coast City, Ghana
· Kempinski Russia
· Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, Scotland

	· La Residencia Mallorca

· Linthwaite House, Cumbria UK
· LocalGuiding, worldwide
· The Loch Melfort, Scotland
· Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 

· Murada,and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar, Edinburgh 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation 

· Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· Norfolk Hideaways, UK
· OAM Hotels, Thailand
· The Oetker Collection, Europe


Opportunities P to Z 

	· Lovelady Shield, Cumbria
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt 

· The Pheasant Inn, Cumbria UK
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales

· Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania 

· Ravenstone Manor, Cumbria UK
· Reykjavik Bike Tours, Iceland

· Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica
· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Rushton Hall, Northamptonshire, UK 

· Saigon Streets, China
· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Secret London 

· Shama and Shama Luxe, Asia
· Shakespeare Country, UK
	· Shieldhill Castle Hotel, Scotland
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· VisitCornwall
· Wedgwood the Restaurant, Edinburgh
· Welcome to Yorkshire,UK
· Wilderness Scotland 

· The West Somerset Railway
· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




40Berkeley, Boston
40Berkeley, located in the heart of Boston, is New England’s largest hostel and a leading budget traveler destinations on the East Coast. It is one of HostelWorld’s forTop 10 Hostels in the US.  

40Berkeley will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders able to profile the hostel in their features.

Visit :  www.40Berkeley.com. Contact : Oliver Mernick-Levene at 40berkeleyhostel@gmail.com.

Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk.Contact : Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : www.broadwaycollection.com. Contact : Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester, UK 
Sightseeing tour BusyBus, will host Alliance press card holders (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk. Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District. The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : www.castleinncumbria.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk. Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.
Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : www.ciclismoclassico.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 
Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
Cotswolds Inns & Hotels 

Cotswolds Inns & Hotels has won the AA Small Hotel Group of the Year award for 2012-13. The groups portfolio includes :

	The Cotswold Inns & Hotels collection includes:

The Manor House Hotel, Moreton-in-Marsh

The Bear of Rodborough, Stroud

The Swan, Bibury
	The Bay Tree, Burford

The Broadway Hotel, Broadway

The Lamb Inn, and 

The Hare & Hounds Hotel, Tetbury


Cotswolds Inns & Hotels will be delighted to consider offering Alliance press card holders accommodation for review purposes.

Visit : www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

The Ebrington Arms, UK

The Ebrington Arms is a 17th Century inn in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the rolling hills of the Cotswolds at Ebrington near Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire.
This Cotswold country pub offering award-winning food (awarded 2 rosettes by The Michelin Guide) and ales (winner of the CAMRA North Cotswolds Pub of the Year 3 times in a row) will be delighted to consider offering review accommodation on a case by case basis.
Visit : www.theebringtonarms.co.uk. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@asharppr.com.

The Elphinstone Hotel, Biggar, Scotland 

Situated in the centre of Biggar, thirty miles outside of Edinburgh, the Elphinstone Hotel is a traditional and charming Coaching Inn, with a history going back over 400 years. The Elphinstone Hotel will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.elphinstonehotel.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.   
EUROPA-PARK

EUROPA-PARK, which is Germany’s biggest theme park, located in the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares.

EUROPA-PARK will be delighted to offer complimentary entrance press card holders plus one other where they have a written commission and on presentation of the card.

Visit : www.europapark.com. Contact : presse@europapark.com. 

Experience Nottinghamshire 

Experience Nottinghamshire invites Alliance press card holders to visit Robin Hood country. There will be the chance to see the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest, try your hand at archery, visit England’s oldest pub and meet Robin Hood himself on a special guided tour. 
Website: www.experiencenottinghamshire.com/robin-hood. Contact: Erin Huckle at erin.huckle@experiencenottinghamshire.com 
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk.Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. 
The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. 

Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  www.frontierstravel.com.Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice. 

The group has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors worldwide each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013.
Generator Hostels will be delighted to consider review accommodation to Alliance press card holders.
Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at Christien Jansen@generatorhostels.com.

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil.  Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact: Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com.Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Horseshoe Inn, Scottish Borders

The Horseshoe Inn is situated in a former blacksmiths shop in Eddleston within the picturesque Scottish Borders, five miles north of Peebles. 
It has an award-winning fine dining restaurant, a bar and bistro as well as eight individually decorated bedrooms within the Lodge, a former Victorian primary school.

The Horseshoe Inn will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.horseshoeinn.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Kempinski Hotels worldwide 

Hoteliers since 1897, Kempinski has travelled the world in search of the most fascinating destinations without ever forgetting the finest traditions of its European heritage. 
With luxury holiday resorts, business and Spa hotels around the world, every Kempinski Hotel is unique, designed for guests who value five star holidays and luxury getaways.
Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com
Kempinski Gold Coast City, Accra, Ghana

The five-star Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City, is set to open early 2013, next to the Accra International Conference Centre, State House and National Theatre.The hotel is the centrepiece of Accra Gold Coast City, a new downtown for the capital.

The Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City will be delighted to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders on a case-by case basis.

Visit : www.kempinski.com/accra. Contact Kathryn Peel at kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Kepinski Hotels in Russia

St Petersburg
The Kempinski Hotel Moika 22 is located in a charming and historical area, in the very heart of St Petersburg, on the Moika River, opposite the renowned Hermitage Museum and Palace Square.  The Hotel is just two minutes walk from the Nevsky Prospect and close to all major sights and shopping. 

Moscow

The 5 star Hotel Baltschug Kempinski Moscow offers the best views of the Kremlin. Located in the heart of Moscow.

Gelendzhik

The Kempinski Grand Hotel Gelendzhik, is a new luxury resort and congress hotel on the Black Sea coast of Russia. 

Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com. 

Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  www.kerdowneybotswana.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Linthwaite House Hotel, Lake Windemere, Cumbria, UK

Located on 14 acres of peaceful, picturesque grounds and overlooking Lake Windermere, Linthwaite House is a luxury hotel in the Lake District.  The hotel's grounds are perfect for a peaceful stroll and trout fishing is available in the estate's own tarn. 
Linthwaite House will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.
 

Visit : www.linthwaitehousehotel.com. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
LocalGuiding

LocalGuiding is an online service connecting travellers with independent, local tour guides in destinations worldwide. It currently has guides in over 500 destinations in 100 countries worldwide - and is recruiting new guides all the time.

LocalGuiding has tour guides in : 

	Albania

Angola 

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Bangladesh 

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize 

Bhutan 

Bolivia

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Botswana

Brazil

Bulgaria

Cambodia

Canada

Chile

China 

Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Czech Republic
	Dominica

Ecuador 

Egypt

England

Estonia

Ethiopia 

France

Georgia 

Germany

Greece

Guatemala

Honduras

Hong Kong 

Hungary 

Iceland

India 

Indonesia 

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan 

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya 

Kyrgyzstan
	Latvia

Lithuania

Malawi

Malaysia 

Malta

Mauritius

Mexico

Monaco

Morocco 

Myanmar 

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

Panama

Peru

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal

Puerto Rico

Republic of Serbia

Romania

Russia

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Scotland

Senegal 

Slovakia
	Slovenia

South Africa

South Korea 

Spain

Sri Lanka 

Switzerland

Syria

Tanzania 

Thailand 

The Bahamas

Tunisia 

Turkey

Uganda 

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates

United States of America

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Venezuela

Vietnam 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe


LocalGuiding will be delighted to hear from Alliance press card holders looking for a local tour guide in the destinations it covers.

Visit : www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact : Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com. 

Loch Melfort Hotel, Argyll, Scotland

The Loch Melfort is a family run hotel on the coast of Argyll, set in the Scottish West Highlands. All rooms have sea views over Asknish Bay towards Jura, Shuna and Scarba.

The Asknish Bay Restaurant has been awarded two Rosettes by the AA every year since 2000. 
The Loch Melfort will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.lochmelfort.co.uk/. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Lovelady Shield, Cumbria, UK

Lovelady Shield is an elegant Georgian Country House Hotel near Alston, Cumbria. It stands on the site of a former 13th century convent on the banks of the River Nent and within secluded gardens and un-spoilt countryside.

The hotel can also act as a base from which to visit the UK’s Lake District, Hadrian's Wall, the North Pennines, Durham Cathedral and the Yorkshire Dales.

The hotel has 2 rosette awards from the AA , and their restaurant provides elegant surroundings in which to enjoy the award winning cuisine prepared by our Master Chef, Barrie Garton. Lovelady Shield will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.lovelady.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 
Love Loch Lomond is a group of tourism operators passionate about the Loch Lomond and Clyde Sea Lochs area will be delighted to host press visits for Alliance press card holders as well as to offer a range of story ideas and activities. 
Visit: www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact: Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com. 

Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.
Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders in the city on an assignment. 
Visit:  www.parismarriott.com. Contact: Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar, Edinburgh, Scotland
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar has recently opened on Old Fishmarket Close in the heart of Edinburgh’s old town.

Situated in the heart of the Capital and easily accessible from all parts of town the restaurant is set over two floors where diners can relax and indulge in a cocktail in the contemporary bar upstairs before or after their meal .
The eponymous kitchen and whisky bar is the first acquisition by the gifted young chef who has worked with talented chefs from The Bonham and the Amber restaurant in the Scotch Whisky Experience. 
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.michaelneave.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  

Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : www.mircorp.com.Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre has completed a £500,000 refurbishment to its leisure facilities. 

The hotel, which is next to the Metrocentre, the biggest shopping centre in Europe, will be happy to host Alliance press card holders who would like to visit the North East of the UK.

Visit : www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/nclgh-newcastle-gateshead-marriott-hotel-metrocentre
Contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com. 
New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.circleline42.com. Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Norfolk Hideaways

Norfolk Hideaways is a holiday cottage/self-catering holiday company with 200 coastal cottages in North Norfolk.

Norfolk Hideaways will be delighted to hear from Alliance press card holders on assignment. Press trips are available and subject to dates and availability.

Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com. 

OAM Hotels

OAM Hotels are a collection of seven smaller properties that provide quality accommodation in four key Thai destinations :

· two City Lodge properties in Bangkok and Pattaya 
· the Nova Gold Hotel and Nova Platinum Hotel in South Pattaya 
· a nature resort in Angkhang in the north of Thailand
· Loei Palace Hotel in Loei, and 
· the Vogue Resort & Spa Ao Nang in Krabi.
OAM Hotels will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.oamhotels.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 
The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels

The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels are one-of-a-kind, five-star hotels individually designed, with a unique character and distinctive atmosphere. 

They are situated in some of the world's most appealing locations, such as Antibes, Baden-Baden, Marrakesh, Paris and Vence.

The Oetker Collection will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders - on a case-by-case basis.

Visit :www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at jp@verypcc.com
The Pheasant Inn, The Lake District UK

Located at the bottom of Sale Fell and close to Bassenthwaite Lake, the Pheasant Inn dates back to the 17th century and was the haunt of huntsman John Peel.It is situated at the unspoilt northern end of the Lake District, within easy reach of Keswick and Cockermouth.

The hotel bar, one of the most well known bar in the Lake District, is full of local character and characters some of whom are very knowledgeable and opinionated! 
The Pheasant Inn will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.the-pheasant.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
The Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania

The Pocono Mountains region is 2,400 square miles of mountains, lakes, rivers, waterfalls and woodlands in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

The four-county region offers year round outdoor recreation, seasonal festivals and fairs, lavish spas and fine dining. The Pocono Mountains is two hours from Philadelphia and New York City.

The Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau will be delighted to consider press trip requests from Alliance press cardholders.

Visit : www.800poconos.com. Contact : Elizabeth A. Richardson at Erichardson@poconos.org. 

Ravenstone Manor, Keswick, Cumbria UK

Ravenstone Manor is a family run hotel situated just a short drive from the market town of Keswick in the Lake District. 
Overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake, and set against the backdrop of Skiddaw, Ravenstone Manor provides guests with a vantage point to fully appreciate the beauty of the Lake District. The grounds of the Hotel are a great start for many walks for any ability; a short amble through Dodd Wood looking for Ospreys nesting or the odd deer to a hike to the summit of Skiddaw.
Ravenstone Manor will consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.ravenstonemanor.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica

Rosalie Bay Resort, an eco-luxury and wellness retreat on the Nature Island of Dominica in the Caribbean, located along the Atlantic Ocean at the edge of a UNESCO World Heritage site,
The Rosalie Bay will be happy to consider accommodations for Alliance members on assignment. 

Visit : www.rosaliebay.com. Contact: Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com.
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa, Northamptonshire

Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa offers guests the chance to stay in what has been a stately home in rural Northampton since 1438.

Everything about Rushton Hall is grand from the moment you pass through its heavy timber doors.  Most stunning, however, is the great hall with its magnificent timber roofing, ornate plasterwork, stained glass windows and fireplace.

Rushton Hall will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.rushtonhall.com.Contact : jacky Mcaulay at j.Mcaulay@rushtonhall.com. 

Saigon Streets

Saigon Streets, which run 3 to 3.5 hour street food tours in Ho Chi Minh City, will be delighted to provide Alliance press card holders with a tour for review purposes.

Visit : www.saigonstreeteats.com. Contact : Barbara Adam at theboss@thedropoutdiaries.com.

Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

Secret London – An unusual guide

Secret London – Unusual bars & restaurants

Following the success of “Secret London – An unusual guide” (Amazon bestseller) Jonglez Publishing has launch its first iPhone applications:

· Secret London – An unusual guide, and

· Secret London – Unusual bars & restaurants

Alliance press card holders able to review the applications can receive a code to download the app for free (iPhone users only).

Visit : www.itwalliance.com. Contact : Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Shama and Shama Luxe

Shama and premier brand Shama Luxe is a collection of Asia based luxury boutique serviced apartments.

Shama: 

	Shama Sukhumvit, Bangkok 

Shama Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 

Shama Central, Hong Kong 

Shama Fortress Hill, Hong kong 

Shama Hollywood, Hong Kong 
	Shama Midlevels, Hong kong 

Shama Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong kong 

Shama Wanchai, Hong Kong 

Shama Century Park, Shanghai 

Shama Xujiahui, Shanghai


Shama Luxe: 

Shama Luxe Grand Central, Dalian 

Shama Luxe Xintiandi, Shanghai 

Shama luxe Huashan, Shanghai

Shama and brand Shama Luxe will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.shama.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 

Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
Shieldhill Castle, the Clyde Valley, Scotland

Shieldhill Castle hotel is a 4 star hotel set in the upper Clyde valley 30 minutes from both Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

The Castle dates back to 1199 and offers great character and charm amongst elegant surroundings. The principal building has 16 en suite bedrooms, and the newly refurbished stable block has created a courtyard setting for an extra 10 en suite rooms. 
Shieldhill Castle will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.shieldhillcastlehotel.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. Contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 

Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 
www.tipiadventure.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.tongabezi.com.Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
VisitCornwall

Cornwall is located in the far west of Great Britain on a peninsula pointing into into the Atlantic Ocean, and with 300 miles of coastline.

Cornwall is also the location of mainland Great Britain's most southerly promontory, The Lizard, and one of the UK’s most westerly points, Land's End, while a few miles off shore and even further west is an archipelago of tiny islands that make up the Isles of Scilly.

For Alliance press card holders visiting Cornwall with suitable commissions, VisitCornwall will be pleased to offer bespoke itinerary arrangements and assist in negotiating complimentary or reduced rate accommodation and entry to attractions and activities.
Visit : www.visitcornwall.com. Contact : Julia Hughes at julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com 

Wedgwood the Restaurant, Edinburgh, Scotland
Paul Wedgwood and Lisa Channon opened Wedgwood the Restaurant in 2007. 

Paul gains inspiration for his style of dishes from regular travels around the world. Favourite dishes in the restaurant include Panko and black sesame crusted mullet or Pork belly, Diver caught scallops wrapped in caul fat.  

Paul is also renowned for using interesting wild herbs and salads which feature regularly on the menu especially at lunchtime.  

Wedgwood the Restaurant will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.
Visit : www.wedgewoodtherestaurant.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Welcome to Yorkshire

Welcome to Yorkshire, which is the official Destination Management agency for the English county of Yorkshire, has one clear priority, to make Yorkshire the most popular destination in the UK for business and leisure. 
In just two years Welcome to Yorkshire has grown the value of the county's tourism and visitor economy from £5.9bn to £7bn per annum.
Welcome to Yorkshire will be delighted to consider press trip opportunities for Alliance press card holders with an appropriate commission.

Visit : www.yorkshire.com/mediacentre. Contact : Graham Poucher at gpoucher@yorkshire.com 
The West Somerset Railway, UK

The West Somerset Railway is Britain’s longest standard gauge “heritage” railway and runs steam trains on a daily basis from early April to early October and on elected dates in other months. 

The route is from Bishops Lydeard (4 miles from the Somerset County Town of Taunton) to the small seaside resort of Minehead and the Railway carries some 200,000 passengers each year.

The West Somerset Railway will be delighted to offer Alliance press card holders free travel on its trains. Please book tickets in advance. 

Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :www.wildernessscotland.com.Contact: Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
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www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 128 : mid-November 2012                              www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 

Appendix one

· The directory of opportunities for press card holders



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Appendix one for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, operates in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalists only.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Saint Lucia

Saint Lucia is an island country in the eastern Caribbean Sea

The Atlantic Ocean sweeps onto its eastern shore while the Caribbean Sea washes on the west coast and offers the calmest surf and finest beaches. It attracts over 350,000 visitors annually. 

It lies 21 miles south of Martinique and 90 miles northwest of Barbados and forms part of the Windward Islands, so named because they were more windward to sailing ships arriving in the ‘New World’ (than the Leeward Islands) given that the prevailing trade winds in the West Indies blow east to west. 

In recent years tourism has come to the forefront with the emphasis on the Islands favourable year round climate, fine sandy beaches and warm Caribbean waters and lush, tropical rainforest hinterland.

Destination Saint Lucia

Destination Saint Lucia, produced by the Alliance with Windjammer Landing, Sain Lucia, provides a media resource for Alliance members and other professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.
Windjammer Landing will be delighted to provide travel journalists with more information on the resort and the Island and to discuss potential press trips.

For more information contact Nina Zapala at nina@anson-stoner.com.  For a copy of Destination Saint Lucia contact Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
Tunisia

Tunisia, is the smallest country in North Africa and is bordered by Algeria to the west, Libya to the southeast, and the Mediterranean Sea to the north and east.The south of the country is composed of the Sahara desert. Its name from the capital Tunis located in the northeast. 

Tunisians staged a successful, and largely peaceful, rebellion against the dictatorship of President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali in early 2011 and sparked the, so-called, Arab Spring of protest against the regions dictators.

Although Tunisia has always been aware of the economic benefits of tourism, a visit to a country now free of dictatorial repression will find a people able to show their true spirit and friendship.

For a small country, Tunisia offers a great deal with the year-round sunshine and fine beaches along its Mediterranean coast supplemented by a melting pot of cultures, extreme landscape and huge historical interest.

Tunis itself is a vibrant capital city of contrasting African and European influences. And the Tunisians themselves make this North Africa’s most welcoming country.

Tunisair

Tunisair, the national flag carrier airline of Tunisia operates scheduled international services to European, African and Middle Eastern destinations from its Tunis hub.

The airline has undertaken a complete, post-revolutionary, restructuring of it's operation and is fast becoming one of the premier airlines in the region.

With the freedom to exploit tourism potential, rather than political imperatives, Tunisair is undertaking a substantial, planned, expansion of it's fleet and routes.

Visit :  www.tunisair.com. Contact : Youssef Kekli at ykekli@tunisairuk.co.uk. 

The Tunisian National Tourist Office will be delighted to hear from Alliance members interested in more information on, and possible press trips to, Tunisia.

Visit : www.cometotunisia.co.uk. Contact : Moncef Battikh at moncef.battikh@cometotunisia.co.uk. 
The Creole Nature Trail All-American Road a scenic byway near Lake Charles, Louisiana, USA

Located on the Central and Mississippi Flyways, the Creole Nature Trail hosts millions of migrating waterfowl, and an abundance of migrating songbirds and butterflies.

Along the roads that traverse the marshlands, warm, sunny days bode well for sightings of American alligators. Broad of face with a flat, round snout, this predator feeds on fish, frogs, snakes, turtles, birds, mammals, and carrion. 
Ranging in length up to 14 feet, alligators can readily be seen lounging on land or drifting along on a slowly moving canal. With a population greater than 10,000, alligators outnumber people along the Creole Nature Trail!

Alliance members are invited to contact the Lake Charles/Southwest Louisiana Convention & Visitors Bureau at any time for more information or to discuss the potential for a press trip.

Visit : www.visitlakecharles.org. Contact : Anne Taber Klenke at aklenke@visitlakecharles.org.

The AA Restaurant Guide

The 2013 AA Restaurant Guide has over 2,000 professionally inspected restaurants, from village inns to smart city eateries.

All restaurants in the guide have from one to five Rosettes allowing a greater element of choice when selecting somewhere to eat. As well as the Restaurant Guide the AA is also publishing the latest editions of the AA Hotel Guide, AA Pub Guide and AA Bed and Breakfast Guide.

The AA Lifestyle Guides are available from bookstores, the AA Shop and available as apps for iPhone, iPad and Android. 

Visit : www.theaa.com. For review copies contact Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
VisitBritain

VisitBritain is the national tourism agency, responsible for marketing Britain worldwide. Our partners include government agencies such as UKTI, airlines & operators, global brands such as Samsung as well as the official tourism bodies for London, England, Scotland & Wales.


Visit : www.visitbritain.org. Contact : David Leslie at dleslie@sky.com. 


The Stratford Festival (Canada)

The Stratford Festival, in picturesque Stratford, Ontario, Canada, is North America’s leading classical theatre, drawing half a million visitors a year. 

It presents a seven-month season of a dozen plays in four venues, along with a Forum of events to enrich the play-going experience. 

With the works of Shakespeare at its core, the Festival features classics, contemporary dramas, musical theatre and new plays. 

It presented its first season in 1953, using an innovative thrust stage that revolutionized Shakespearean performance in our time and inspired the design of several other major venues worldwide.


Visit : www.stratfordshakespearefestival.com. Contact : Anita Gaffney at agaffney@stratfordshakespearefestival.com 


Sun Park Living (Spain)

Sun Park Living is an active 50+ long stay community holiday resort.

Visit : www.sunparkliving.com. Contact : Patricia Dominguez at sbu001@monterecco.com. 


TX 247 (Spain)

TX 247 is a full service global golf company specialised in the promotion of official Ryder Cup and Solheim Cup packages, David Leadbetter golf academy partner, real time golf reservations and additional services for travellers. 

Golf partners for Hertz and Air Europa

Visit : www.tx247.co.uk. Contact : Alexander Graham at alexgraham@tx247.co.uk. 

Allied Adventure Tours & Travels (Nepal)

Allied Adventure Tours & Travels, is an owner-operated company based in Nepal and composed of qualified and experienced outdoor professionals. 
Besides our vast experience in the field, our team members were born and grew up in the Himalayan mountain region of Nepal and have intimate knowledge of the terrain, the people and the cultures. 
We do trek and tour in different parts of Nepal. Besides that hotel booking and ticketing too. Please ask without any hesitation for information about Nepal and Tour or Treks to Nepal.

Visit : www.alliedadventure.com. Contact : Bhim Barma at bhimbarna@yahoo.com. 
Agencies

Cheryl Andrews Marketing Communications (USA)

Cheryl Andrews Marketing Communications specializes in travel and tourism, luxury, lifestyle and real estate markets.
Visit : www.cam-pr.com. Contact : Jessica Drouet at jessica@cam-pr.com.

	News


Visit Holland app

The Netherlands Board of Tourism & Conventions has launched a Visit Holland app, which gives visitors personalised and practical information on the country.

It is available in nine languages and is currently available for iPhone users the  Android option available in early 2013.The app can be downloaded free of charge via the iTunesApp Store.

Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com. 

Toggle mobile
Toggle mobile technology allows users to save money when roaming across multiple destinations without the need to keep changing SIM cards.   

This mechanism enables toggle mobile users to make calls at the local network rate, rather than paying for international calls.  

Visit : www.togglemobile.co.uk. Contact : Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com. 

Lower Mill Estate, the Cotswold UK

Lower Mill Estate, the vacation home community in the Cotswolds, is offering a free pair of Hunter wellington boots to all children aged 12 or under, when rental bookings are made up to the end of March 2013. 

Visit : www.lmeluxuryholidays.com. Contact : pc@verypcc.com. 

Malaysia Airlines

Malaysia Airlines is now flying a second A380 daily service between London and Kuala Lumpur.

Visit : www.malaysiaairlines.com. Contact : pc@verypcc.com.  

Croatia’s deepest cave reopens

The Lokvarka Cave, the deepest cave in Croatia, has reopened to visitors. 

The cave, which  reaches depths of 120 meters, was declared a protected natural monument in 1961 to preserve its diverse and rich decorations. 

Croatia comprises 1,244 islands strung along the Adriatic coast, with 16 UNESCO Heritage Sites and eight national parks.

Visit : www.croatia.hr. Contact : Katie Petherbridge at Katie.Petherbridge@Rooster.co.uk. 

Hudson’s Historic Houses & Gardens

The 2013 edition of the Hudson’s Historic Houses & Gardens is published on 10 December with information on historic houses, gardens, museums and heritage sites throughout the UK. 

The book has a long established 25 year pedigree and is a trusted guide to the wide range of heritage sites on offer.

Visit : www.hudsonsheritage.co.uk. Contact : Gemma Phillips at gemma@kavanaghcommunications.com. 

	Leads


Val d’Isère, France

Val d’Isère, France, one of the  most exclusive skiing destinations, opens on 1st December 2012.

As well as challenging and varied skiing, Val d’Isère also offers a variety of non-ski activities from high-octane thrills such as paragliding and ice-driving to luxury shopping, a wide-range of cosy bars and gourmet restaurants. 

Upcoming events in Val d’Isère include :

Polo Masters

11 to 14 January 2013

The Polo Masters Tour invites the world’s best professional polo players to Val d’Isère for four days of  competition at the foot of the Face de Bellevarde. 

Classicaval Festival

22 to 24 January 2013

19 to 21 March 2013

Classicaval Festival is a celebration of classical artists, with the concerts taking place in the village at the historic Baroque church, Saint Bernard de Menthon.

Visit www.valdisere.com. Contact : Clair Horwood at clairhorwood@grifcopr.com.

Qatar

Qatar’s rapid hotel expansion is set to continue with the opening of two Shangri-La hotels scheduled for early 2013. 

The Shangri-La Hotel, Doha and the neighbouring Traders Hotel will be located in the commercial centre of Doha. Other luxury hotel openings planned for Qatar include a second Four Seasons, a Park Hyatt and a Mandarin Oriental, all planned for 2014. 

Visit : www.qatartourism.gov.qa. Contact : Josie Self at josies@hillsbalfour.com. 

The Ritz-Carlton Reserve Dorado Beach Resort & Spa, Puerto Rico

The Ritz-Carlton Reserve Dorado Beach Resort & Spa will open in Porta Atlántico on the site of the original Laurance Rockefeller resort. The hotel is situated on three miles of Caribbean coastline with 1,400 acres of gardens and wildlife. 

The region of Porta Atlántico is located on Puerto Rico’s north coast, incorporating major tourism attractions the Arecibo Observatory, home to the planet's largest radio telescope and Rio Camuy Cave Park, the third-largest cave system in the world. 

Visit : www.seepuertorico.com. Contact : Josie Self at josies@hillsbalfour.com.  

The Mighty Fine Company 

The Mighty Fine Company offers tailor-made escapes and escorted tours to Scandinavia, Antarctica, Africa, Egypt, Asia, the Mediterranean and the Caribbean. 

The company’s speciality is year-round holidays to Iceland, Norway, Sweden and Finland arranging tours and sightseeing excursions supported by a team of travel experts.

Visit : www.mightyfinecompany.com. Contact: Anita Clements  at anita@hamilton-pr.com / cat@hamilton-pr.com. 

Wilderness Safaris

Wilderness Safaris is to open its new camp Hoanib Skeleton Coast, Namibia,  in July 2013.

Located on the Hoanib River, the private concession straddling the Palmwag area and Skeleton Coast National Park, it will be in one of the most remote areas of the Kaokoveld. 

The Kaokoveld is a land with a rugged and historic coastline, mountains, vast plains, and dry riverbeds inhabited by desert-adapted plant and animal life. 

Despite the arid environs, one of the greatest concentrations of desert elephant and lion can be found within this area along with giraffe, antelope, black rhino, leopard and cheetah.

For the first time, forays into the Hoanib floodplains (previously restricted inside the Skeleton Coast National Park) will be undertaken.

This includes the strange upwelling of fresh water at a series of oases in the middle of the shifting Namib Desert. Extended journeys will explore the shores of the world-famous Skeleton Coast.

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com.  

	What’s on 


Birds Eye View Film Festival, London
3 to 10 April 2013

The Birds Eye View Film Festival celebrates and showcases international female filmmakers. It includes screenings of international UK premieres, masterclasses, parties, live music and the Fashion in Film initiative, a retrospective of fashion films by new filmmakers and renowned industry figures. 

Visit : www.birds-eye-view.co.uk. Contact : Elizabeth Benjamin at elizabeth@emfoundation.com.

Womadelaide, Adelaide, South Australia

08 to 11 March 2013

An outdoor music festival featuring seven stages and around 400 artists from over 20 different countries. 

Part of the Womad (world of music, arts and dance) events brand and includes workshops, visual arts and street theatre programme. 

Visit : www.womadelaide.com.au and www.womad.org/festivals/womadelaide. Contact : Nicola Prime at apadmin@artsprojects.com.au.

Altitude Festival, Meribel, France
08 to 22 March 2013

This festival mixes comedy, DJs, live music and snowboarding. Takes place in the French Alps.

Visit : www.altitudefestival.com. Contact : Claire Walker at claire@clairewalkerpr.com.

Hawick Reivers Festival, Hawick, Scotland
22 to 24 March 2013

This festival marks centuries of conflict between Scotland and England. Celebrates the culture and traditions of the area through music and theatre performances, a 16th century market and other activities.

Visit : www.hawickreivers.com. Contact : Catherine Elliott at info@hawickreivers.com.

Snowbombing, Mayrhofen, Austria
1 to 6 April 2013

Europe's biggest skiing, snowboarding and music festival features 625km of piste, eight music arenas, pro competition, arctic disco, snow bingo, comedy nights, daycare centre and mountain stages.

Visit : www.snowbombing.com. Contact : Lucy@getinvolvedltd.com
New Orleans Jazz And Heritage Festival, Louisiana, USA
26 April to 5 May 2013

The birthplace of jazz celebrates its heritage with live music, food and crafts. Runs over two weekends. Over 500 acts perform in total. 

Visit : www.nojazzfest.com and  www.jazzandheritage.org. Contact : Matthew Goldman at matthew@nojazzfest.com. 

The Madeira Flower Festival

9 to 15 May 2013

Celebrating spring and the wealth of flora it brings us every year, the city of Funchal stages flower diaplays highlighted with the Flower Parade.

Visit : www.madeiraislands.travel. Contact : Joana Dias at joanadias@ap-madeira.pt. 

	Reasons to write about


Inca Rail and Andean Railways

Inca Rail and Andean Railways, both locally-owned companies, have have joined to create Peru’s second largest private passenger rail company.

Until now, Inca Rail and Andean Railways operated independent rail services carrying tourists between the Sacred Valley of the Incas and Machu Picchu.

While there are various hiking trails to get travellers to Machu Picchu, most visitors to the UNESCO World Heritage Site travel to and from by train. 

Visit www.incarail.com. Contact Byron Shirto at byron@talkingstickmktg.co.uk. 

Limousin, France

The Limousin region of France, located  350 Kilometres south of Paris, is  made up of three departments - La Creuse (23) to the east, Haute Vienne (87) to the west and Correze (19) to the south.

As one of the lowest populated regions in France, the Limousin has largely escaped the onward march of "progress" and retains some of the most unspoilt countryside in Europe.

The  “Résidence d’Artistes”  near to the historic centre of Limoges has a sculpture garden and the art gallery dedicated to artists, painters, and sculptors from the region. 

Visit : www.the-limousin.co.uk and www.la-residence-dartistes-limoges.com. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@firstpr.co.uk.

Val Thorens ski resort, France

The resort of Val Thorens will host the first European stage of the Ski Cross World Cup for the first time this December. 

The sport of Ski Cross was created at the end of the 1990s in the US and became an Olympic event in 2010 during the Vancouver Olympic Games. 

In preparation for the 2014 Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia, the best riders from around the world will be in Val Thorens between 17 and 19 December.

Reopening for its first full season on 30 November, Altapura is in Europe's highest ski resort. 

Visit : www.valthorens.com and www.altapura.fr. Contact : pc@verypcc.com.  

Black-neck cranes in Bhutan

Ampersand Travel is offering the chance to view Bhutan’s black-neck cranes with Southeast Asia experts . 

These endangered birds migrate from Tibet to Bhutan every winter – most coming to land in the Phobjikha Valley (the kingdom’s largest wetland area). 

Guests will stay in Gangtey and visit the Valley of the Black Necked Cranes, going as far as Phobjikha Valley where electricity is still a novelty. 

The trip takes guests through some of the most beautiful valleys of Bhutan, starting with the bustling capital city of Thimphu, where the modern side of Bhutanese life can be seen. 

Visit : www.tourism.gov.bt and www.ampersandtravel.com. Contact : pc@verypcc.com. 

	A place to stay


Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City, Accra, Ghana

The five-star Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City, is set to open early 2013, next to the Accra International Conference Centre, State House and National Theatre.

The hotel is the centrepiece of Accra Gold Coast City, a new downtown for the capital.

Covering 35 hectares and encompassing residential buildings, retail, offices and government buildings, Accra Gold Coast City is a US$1bn public-private partnership, aiming to create a new social, physical and commercial infrastructure to attract investment and tourism to Accra and Ghana. 

The entire mixed-use development is arranged along a broad boulevard and esplanade. Plazas and courtyards are dotted throughout as natural focus points for retail, leisure, business and nightlife, encouraging the development of a buzzing, lively 24-hour culture. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/accra. Contact Kathryn Peel at kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Villa Select

Villa Select, the villa specialist with over 300 hand-picked luxury holiday villas in over 30 destinations, has published its 2013/14 brochure.

Villa Select is increasing its portfolio to include new villas in the Far East, Central America and the Caribbean. Villa Select caters for large groups, family parties and couples wanting a luxury hideaway.  

Visit www.villaselect.com. Contact : Sophia Davies at sophia.davies@brightergroup.com. 

Hotels in Italy

Mae Ma, Sardinia

The new 5* de luxe resort Mae Ma is located on the Island of La Maddalena in northern Sardinia. 

Visit : www.grandhotelmaema.com.

Monteverdi, Tuscany

Located in the centre of the village of Castiglioncello in Val d’Orcia, the Monteverdi boutique hotel has rooms containing pieces by acclaimed contemporary artists from around the world. 

Visit : www.monteverdituscany.com.

Boscolo Bari, Puglia

The luxury Italian chain Boscolo Hotels has opened the first 5* hotel in the city of Bari in Puglia. Re-developed from the historic Hotel delle Nazioni, the new Boscolo Bari is situated on the waterfront.

Visit : www.boscolohotels.com.

The historic Grand Hotel Tremezzo

The Art Deco, historic Grand Hotel Tremezzo has opened 8 lavishly-appointed suites on its rooftop floor with views over Lake Como and the surrounding  mountains. 

Visit : www.grandhoteltremezzo.com. 

Palazzo Avino,  Ravello

The Palazzo Sasso, situated in Ravello, Amalfi Coast, will re-launch in January 2013 as the Palazzo Avino.

The hotel is located on cliffs overlooking the sea and consists of 32 deluxe  rooms, 11 suites and a gourmet restaurant. 

Visit : www.palazzoavino.com.

The Due Torri Hotel in Verona

The Due Torri Hotel in Verona has undergone extensive renovation and added new features such as adding a new grand suite, new lobby and dining room and a new Panoramic Terrace with views over Verona. 

Visit : www.duetorrihotels.com
The Golden Palace Hotel, Turin

The Golden Palace Hotel in Turin has recently been upgraded and re-launched. 

Visit : www.goldenpalace.it.

The Hotel Alla Posta, Saint-Vincent

The Hotel Alla Posta, in historic downtown Saint-Vincent, has been re-launched under the Best Western brand.Its restaurant serves local delicacies and wine and the spa is built on ancient Roman Baths. 

Visit : www.bestwestern.com.

The re-launched Hilton Garden Inn Rome Claridge

The re-launched Hilton Garden Inn Rome Claridge is a 4-star hotel in the heart of Parioli, Rome’s financial and diplomatic centre, near the Gardens of Villa Borghese.

Visit : www.hotelclaridgerome.com.

Contact : Stefania Gatta at stefania.gatta@enit.it. 

Latitude 13°, Malawi

Latitude Hotels are introducing boutique hotels in principal cities of sub-Saharan Africa. 

Latitude 13° is the first to open in Lilongwe, Malawi, located 30 minutes drive from the airport.

Visit : www.thelatitudehotels.com. Contact: Christine Rumley at Christine@thelatitudehotels.com. 

For Malawi visit : www.malawitourism.com. Contact : Kelly White at enquiries@malawitourism.com.

The Beach House, Turks and Caicos

The Beach House, a boutique hotel in the Turks and Caicos has opened on Grace Bay beach.

Visit : www.beachhousetci.com. Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

The House, Barbados

The House, one of Barbados’ premier west coast hotels, has reopened following an extensive five month refurbishment. 

The boutique, adult-only, offers a watersports centre with complimentary activities for guests including snorkelling, sailing, boogie boards, kayaking, windsurfing, stand up paddling, banana boating and water-skiing, located at adjacent sister property, Tamarind.

Elegant Hotels Group owns and operates five of the finest hotels and resorts on the Caribbean Island of Barbados including the House, Colony Club Hotel, Tamarind, as well as the all-inclusive Crystal Cove Hotel and Turtle Beach Resort. 

The group also includes the acclaimed Daphne’s restaurant on Barbados’ west coast – sister to Daphne’s restaurant in London.

Visit : www.eleganthotels.com and www.thehousebarbados.com. Contact : Sophia Davies at Sophia.Davies@brightergroup.com. 

Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto

The Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto has opened on Canada’s grand ceremonial boulevard, University Avenue, in the heart of Toronto, Ontario.   

The hotel is located within the first 17 floors of a new 66-storey landmark tower and is within a five-block radius of the performance centre for Canada’s opera and ballet companies.

It is also close to the headquarters for the country’s five major banks, consulates, leading research hospitals, sports venues, the city’s live theatre district and the TIFF (Toronto International Film Festival) headquarters. 

The hotel joins Shangri-La Hotel, Vancouver on Canada’s West Coast.

Visit : www.shangri-la.com/toronto. Contact : Louise Toye at louise.toye@shangri-la.com. 

Andaz Napa, California

Andaz Napa, the first Andaz hotel in Northern California, has opened.

Formerly Avia Napa, the newly rebranded Andaz Napa is centrally located in Napa’s revitalized “West End,” providing a location for visitors to explore wine country, with convenient proximity to Napa’s premier tasting rooms, gourmet dining, shopping and the Oxbow Public Market.

Andaz Napa will be joined by the soon-to-be rebranded Andaz Savannah (currently Avia Savannah), located in downtown Savannah by City Market.

Visit : www.napa.andaz.hyatt.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

New Year in Norfolk, UK
Norfolk Hideaways has a range of properties in Norfolk and along the east coast for those wanting to celebrate with friends or enjoy a peaceful start to the New Year including : 

Fifty Damgate Street : at Wymondham comprises two restored 17th century cottages located 15 minutes from Norwich.
Briar Cottage : an English country cottage situated in the conservation area of Heacham overlooking a private green and with its own quiet cottage garden.
Pimpernel Cottage : a Grade 2 listed, Pimpernel Cottage is a traditional brick and flint cottage, situated near to Blakeney Quayside.  
Goose Cottage  : at Titchwell is a traditional terraced cottage overlooking the RSPB bird reserve at Titchwell.
Fortune Cottage : a traditional Norfolk cottage situated in the centre of Burnham Market. 

Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com. 

Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht, Holland
The new Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht is located on the site of the former Public Library on the Prinsengracht – the “Prince’s Canal.” 

Visit amsterdam.prinsengracht.andaz.com.

Botanique, Brazil

Botanique is an 11-villa, six-suite retreat mountainous region of Campos de Jordao, Brazil well suited for horse-riding in the Mantiqueira Mountains. 

Visit : www.botanique.com.br. Contact : pc@verypcc.com. 

Uma by COMO, Bhutan

COMO Hotels and Resorts have just opened their second retreat in Bhutan in the Punakha Valley. 

Overlooking the Mo river bend at the bottom of the valley, Uma by COMO, Punakha.

Guests can enjoy trekking through one of the most beautiful parts of Bhutan or opt for rafting and learning archery. 

Visit : www.tourism.gov.bt and www.comohotels.com. Contact : pc@verypcc.com. 

The Felin Fach Griffin, North Wales

The Felin Fach Griffin, a seven bedroom inn between The Brecon Beacons and The Black Mountains, in North Wales has received one of 10  César awards by The Good Hotel Guide.

It is also named Welsh Inn of the Year.  

The Césars are annual awards  by The Good Hotel Guide ahead of the publication of their guide, and named after the great hotelier, César Ritz.

The Felin Fach Griffin is part of the EATDRINKSLEEP portfolio of properties.

Visit : www.EATDRINKSLEEP.ltd.uk. Contact : Edmund Inkin at edmund@eatdrinksleep.ltd.uk. 
Terrace Tree Villas, Alila Ubud, Bali

The Terrace Tree Villas are located in the Balinese jungle above the Ayung river valley at Alila Ubud. 

The Villas feature a large outside wood-decked living area for dining and viewing the exotic jungle location. 

Visit : www.alilahotels.com/ubud. Contact : pc@verypcc.com.  

	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalis only. The Alliance is looking to extend the initiative worldwide.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952



	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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	Press card opportunities 


	Opportunities for Alliance press card holders directory : December 2012
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities A to E 

	· 40Berkeley, Boston
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme
	· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· Cotswolds Inns & Hotels
· The Ebrington Arms, UK
· The Elphinstone Hotel, Scotland
· EUROPA-PARK, Germany
· Experience Nottinghamshire


Opportunities F to O

	· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Generator Hostels, Europe
· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Horseshoe Inn, Scottish Borders
· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Kempinski Hotels Worldwide
· Kempinski Gold Coast City, Ghana
· Kempinski Russia
· Knock Castle Hotel and Spa, Scotland

	· La Residencia Mallorca

· Linthwaite House, Cumbria UK
· LocalGuiding, worldwide
· The Loch Melfort, Scotland
· Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 

· Murada,and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar, Edinburgh 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation 

· Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· Norfolk Hideaways, UK
· OAM Hotels, Thailand
· The Oetker Collection, Europe


Opportunities P to Z 

	· Lovelady Shield, Cumbria
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt 

· The Pheasant Inn, Cumbria UK
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales

· Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania 

· Ravenstone Manor, Cumbria UK
· Reykjavik Bike Tours, Iceland

· Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica
· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Rushton Hall, Northamptonshire, UK 

· Saigon Streets, China
· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Secret London 

· Shama and Shama Luxe, Asia
· Shakespeare Country, UK
	· Shieldhill Castle Hotel, Scotland
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· VisitCornwall
· Wedgwood the Restaurant, Edinburgh
· Welcome to Yorkshire,UK
· Wilderness Scotland 

· The West Somerset Railway
· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




40Berkeley, Boston
40Berkeley, located in the heart of Boston, is New England’s largest hostel and a leading budget traveler destinations on the East Coast. It is one of HostelWorld’s forTop 10 Hostels in the US.  

40Berkeley will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders able to profile the hostel in their features.

Visit :  www.40Berkeley.com. Contact : Oliver Mernick-Levene at 40berkeleyhostel@gmail.com.

Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk.Contact : Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : www.broadwaycollection.com. Contact : Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester, UK 
Sightseeing tour BusyBus, will host Alliance press card holders (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk. Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District. The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : www.castleinncumbria.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk. Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.
Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : www.ciclismoclassico.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 
Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
Cotswolds Inns & Hotels 

Cotswolds Inns & Hotels has won the AA Small Hotel Group of the Year award for 2012-13. The groups portfolio includes :

	The Cotswold Inns & Hotels collection includes:

The Manor House Hotel, Moreton-in-Marsh

The Bear of Rodborough, Stroud

The Swan, Bibury
	The Bay Tree, Burford

The Broadway Hotel, Broadway

The Lamb Inn, and 

The Hare & Hounds Hotel, Tetbury


Cotswolds Inns & Hotels will be delighted to consider offering Alliance press card holders accommodation for review purposes.

Visit : www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

The Ebrington Arms, UK

The Ebrington Arms is a 17th Century inn in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty in the rolling hills of the Cotswolds at Ebrington near Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire.
This Cotswold country pub offering award-winning food (awarded 2 rosettes by The Michelin Guide) and ales (winner of the CAMRA North Cotswolds Pub of the Year 3 times in a row) will be delighted to consider offering review accommodation on a case by case basis.
Visit : www.theebringtonarms.co.uk. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@asharppr.com.

The Elphinstone Hotel, Biggar, Scotland 

Situated in the centre of Biggar, thirty miles outside of Edinburgh, the Elphinstone Hotel is a traditional and charming Coaching Inn, with a history going back over 400 years. The Elphinstone Hotel will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.elphinstonehotel.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.   
EUROPA-PARK

EUROPA-PARK, which is Germany’s biggest theme park, located in the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares.

EUROPA-PARK will be delighted to offer complimentary entrance press card holders plus one other where they have a written commission and on presentation of the card.

Visit : www.europapark.com. Contact : presse@europapark.com. 

Experience Nottinghamshire 

Experience Nottinghamshire invites Alliance press card holders to visit Robin Hood country. There will be the chance to see the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest, try your hand at archery, visit England’s oldest pub and meet Robin Hood himself on a special guided tour. 
Website: www.experiencenottinghamshire.com/robin-hood. Contact: Erin Huckle at erin.huckle@experiencenottinghamshire.com 
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk.Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. 
The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. 

Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  www.frontierstravel.com.Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice. 

The group has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors worldwide each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013.
Generator Hostels will be delighted to consider review accommodation to Alliance press card holders.
Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at Christien Jansen@generatorhostels.com.

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil.  Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact: Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com.Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Horseshoe Inn, Scottish Borders

The Horseshoe Inn is situated in a former blacksmiths shop in Eddleston within the picturesque Scottish Borders, five miles north of Peebles. 
It has an award-winning fine dining restaurant, a bar and bistro as well as eight individually decorated bedrooms within the Lodge, a former Victorian primary school.

The Horseshoe Inn will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.horseshoeinn.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Kempinski Hotels worldwide 

Hoteliers since 1897, Kempinski has travelled the world in search of the most fascinating destinations without ever forgetting the finest traditions of its European heritage. 
With luxury holiday resorts, business and Spa hotels around the world, every Kempinski Hotel is unique, designed for guests who value five star holidays and luxury getaways.
Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com
Kempinski Gold Coast City, Accra, Ghana

The five-star Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City, is set to open early 2013, next to the Accra International Conference Centre, State House and National Theatre.The hotel is the centrepiece of Accra Gold Coast City, a new downtown for the capital.

The Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City will be delighted to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders on a case-by case basis.

Visit : www.kempinski.com/accra. Contact Kathryn Peel at kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Kepinski Hotels in Russia

St Petersburg
The Kempinski Hotel Moika 22 is located in a charming and historical area, in the very heart of St Petersburg, on the Moika River, opposite the renowned Hermitage Museum and Palace Square.  The Hotel is just two minutes walk from the Nevsky Prospect and close to all major sights and shopping. 

Moscow

The 5 star Hotel Baltschug Kempinski Moscow offers the best views of the Kremlin. Located in the heart of Moscow.

Gelendzhik

The Kempinski Grand Hotel Gelendzhik, is a new luxury resort and congress hotel on the Black Sea coast of Russia. 

Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com. 

Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  www.kerdowneybotswana.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Linthwaite House Hotel, Lake Windemere, Cumbria, UK

Located on 14 acres of peaceful, picturesque grounds and overlooking Lake Windermere, Linthwaite House is a luxury hotel in the Lake District.  The hotel's grounds are perfect for a peaceful stroll and trout fishing is available in the estate's own tarn. 
Linthwaite House will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.
 

Visit : www.linthwaitehousehotel.com. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
LocalGuiding

LocalGuiding is an online service connecting travellers with independent, local tour guides in destinations worldwide. It currently has guides in over 500 destinations in 100 countries worldwide - and is recruiting new guides all the time.

LocalGuiding has tour guides in : 

	Albania

Angola 

Argentina

Armenia

Australia

Austria

Bangladesh 

Barbados

Belarus

Belgium

Belize 

Bhutan 

Bolivia

Bosnia and Herzegovina

Botswana

Brazil

Bulgaria

Cambodia

Canada

Chile

China 

Colombia

Costa Rica

Croatia

Cuba

Czech Republic
	Dominica

Ecuador 

Egypt

England

Estonia

Ethiopia 

France

Georgia 

Germany

Greece

Guatemala

Honduras

Hong Kong 

Hungary 

Iceland

India 

Indonesia 

Ireland

Israel

Italy

Jamaica

Japan 

Jordan

Kazakhstan

Kenya 

Kyrgyzstan
	Latvia

Lithuania

Malawi

Malaysia 

Malta

Mauritius

Mexico

Monaco

Morocco 

Myanmar 

Namibia

Nepal

Netherlands

Panama

Peru

Philippines 

Poland 

Portugal

Puerto Rico

Republic of Serbia

Romania

Russia

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Scotland

Senegal 

Slovakia
	Slovenia

South Africa

South Korea 

Spain

Sri Lanka 

Switzerland

Syria

Tanzania 

Thailand 

The Bahamas

Tunisia 

Turkey

Uganda 

Ukraine

United Arab Emirates

United States of America

Uruguay

Uzbekistan

Venezuela

Vietnam 

Zambia 

Zimbabwe


LocalGuiding will be delighted to hear from Alliance press card holders looking for a local tour guide in the destinations it covers.

Visit : www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact : Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com. 

Loch Melfort Hotel, Argyll, Scotland

The Loch Melfort is a family run hotel on the coast of Argyll, set in the Scottish West Highlands. All rooms have sea views over Asknish Bay towards Jura, Shuna and Scarba.

The Asknish Bay Restaurant has been awarded two Rosettes by the AA every year since 2000. 
The Loch Melfort will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.lochmelfort.co.uk/. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Lovelady Shield, Cumbria, UK

Lovelady Shield is an elegant Georgian Country House Hotel near Alston, Cumbria. It stands on the site of a former 13th century convent on the banks of the River Nent and within secluded gardens and un-spoilt countryside.

The hotel can also act as a base from which to visit the UK’s Lake District, Hadrian's Wall, the North Pennines, Durham Cathedral and the Yorkshire Dales.

The hotel has 2 rosette awards from the AA , and their restaurant provides elegant surroundings in which to enjoy the award winning cuisine prepared by our Master Chef, Barrie Garton. Lovelady Shield will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.lovelady.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 
Love Loch Lomond is a group of tourism operators passionate about the Loch Lomond and Clyde Sea Lochs area will be delighted to host press visits for Alliance press card holders as well as to offer a range of story ideas and activities. 
Visit: www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact: Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com. 

Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.
Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders in the city on an assignment. 
Visit:  www.parismarriott.com. Contact: Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar, Edinburgh, Scotland
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar has recently opened on Old Fishmarket Close in the heart of Edinburgh’s old town.

Situated in the heart of the Capital and easily accessible from all parts of town the restaurant is set over two floors where diners can relax and indulge in a cocktail in the contemporary bar upstairs before or after their meal .
The eponymous kitchen and whisky bar is the first acquisition by the gifted young chef who has worked with talented chefs from The Bonham and the Amber restaurant in the Scotch Whisky Experience. 
Michael Neave Kitchen and Whisky Bar will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.michaelneave.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  

Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : www.mircorp.com.Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre has completed a £500,000 refurbishment to its leisure facilities. 

The hotel, which is next to the Metrocentre, the biggest shopping centre in Europe, will be happy to host Alliance press card holders who would like to visit the North East of the UK.

Visit : www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/nclgh-newcastle-gateshead-marriott-hotel-metrocentre
Contact : Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com. 
New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.circleline42.com. Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Norfolk Hideaways

Norfolk Hideaways is a holiday cottage/self-catering holiday company with 200 coastal cottages in North Norfolk.

Norfolk Hideaways will be delighted to hear from Alliance press card holders on assignment. Press trips are available and subject to dates and availability.

Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com. 

OAM Hotels

OAM Hotels are a collection of seven smaller properties that provide quality accommodation in four key Thai destinations :

· two City Lodge properties in Bangkok and Pattaya 
· the Nova Gold Hotel and Nova Platinum Hotel in South Pattaya 
· a nature resort in Angkhang in the north of Thailand
· Loei Palace Hotel in Loei, and 
· the Vogue Resort & Spa Ao Nang in Krabi.
OAM Hotels will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.oamhotels.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 
The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels

The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels are one-of-a-kind, five-star hotels individually designed, with a unique character and distinctive atmosphere. 

They are situated in some of the world's most appealing locations, such as Antibes, Baden-Baden, Marrakesh, Paris and Vence.

The Oetker Collection will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders - on a case-by-case basis.

Visit :www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at jp@verypcc.com
The Pheasant Inn, The Lake District UK

Located at the bottom of Sale Fell and close to Bassenthwaite Lake, the Pheasant Inn dates back to the 17th century and was the haunt of huntsman John Peel.It is situated at the unspoilt northern end of the Lake District, within easy reach of Keswick and Cockermouth.

The hotel bar, one of the most well known bar in the Lake District, is full of local character and characters some of whom are very knowledgeable and opinionated! 
The Pheasant Inn will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.the-pheasant.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
The Pocono Mountains, Pennsylvania

The Pocono Mountains region is 2,400 square miles of mountains, lakes, rivers, waterfalls and woodlands in Northeastern Pennsylvania. 

The four-county region offers year round outdoor recreation, seasonal festivals and fairs, lavish spas and fine dining. The Pocono Mountains is two hours from Philadelphia and New York City.

The Pocono Mountains Visitors Bureau will be delighted to consider press trip requests from Alliance press cardholders.

Visit : www.800poconos.com. Contact : Elizabeth A. Richardson at Erichardson@poconos.org. 

Ravenstone Manor, Keswick, Cumbria UK

Ravenstone Manor is a family run hotel situated just a short drive from the market town of Keswick in the Lake District. 
Overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake, and set against the backdrop of Skiddaw, Ravenstone Manor provides guests with a vantage point to fully appreciate the beauty of the Lake District. The grounds of the Hotel are a great start for many walks for any ability; a short amble through Dodd Wood looking for Ospreys nesting or the odd deer to a hike to the summit of Skiddaw.
Ravenstone Manor will consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.ravenstonemanor.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica

Rosalie Bay Resort, an eco-luxury and wellness retreat on the Nature Island of Dominica in the Caribbean, located along the Atlantic Ocean at the edge of a UNESCO World Heritage site,
The Rosalie Bay will be happy to consider accommodations for Alliance members on assignment. 

Visit : www.rosaliebay.com. Contact: Julie Harper at julie@madiganpratt.com.
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa, Northamptonshire

Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa offers guests the chance to stay in what has been a stately home in rural Northampton since 1438.

Everything about Rushton Hall is grand from the moment you pass through its heavy timber doors.  Most stunning, however, is the great hall with its magnificent timber roofing, ornate plasterwork, stained glass windows and fireplace.

Rushton Hall will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.rushtonhall.com.Contact : jacky Mcaulay at j.Mcaulay@rushtonhall.com. 

Saigon Streets

Saigon Streets, which run 3 to 3.5 hour street food tours in Ho Chi Minh City, will be delighted to provide Alliance press card holders with a tour for review purposes.

Visit : www.saigonstreeteats.com. Contact : Barbara Adam at theboss@thedropoutdiaries.com.

Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 

Secret London – An unusual guide

Secret London – Unusual bars & restaurants

Following the success of “Secret London – An unusual guide” (Amazon bestseller) Jonglez Publishing has launch its first iPhone applications:

· Secret London – An unusual guide, and

· Secret London – Unusual bars & restaurants

Alliance press card holders able to review the applications can receive a code to download the app for free (iPhone users only).

Visit : www.itwalliance.com. Contact : Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Shama and Shama Luxe

Shama and premier brand Shama Luxe is a collection of Asia based luxury boutique serviced apartments.

Shama: 

	Shama Sukhumvit, Bangkok 

Shama Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 

Shama Central, Hong Kong 

Shama Fortress Hill, Hong kong 

Shama Hollywood, Hong Kong 
	Shama Midlevels, Hong kong 

Shama Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong kong 

Shama Wanchai, Hong Kong 

Shama Century Park, Shanghai 

Shama Xujiahui, Shanghai


Shama Luxe: 

Shama Luxe Grand Central, Dalian 

Shama Luxe Xintiandi, Shanghai 

Shama luxe Huashan, Shanghai

Shama and brand Shama Luxe will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.shama.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 

Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
Shieldhill Castle, the Clyde Valley, Scotland

Shieldhill Castle hotel is a 4 star hotel set in the upper Clyde valley 30 minutes from both Edinburgh and Glasgow. 

The Castle dates back to 1199 and offers great character and charm amongst elegant surroundings. The principal building has 16 en suite bedrooms, and the newly refurbished stable block has created a courtyard setting for an extra 10 en suite rooms. 
In the grounds of the Castle and the surrounding areas, there are plenty of activities that can be organised for individuals or groups, including Falconry, Paintball, Game Shooting, Clay Pigeon Shooting, Helicopter flights, Hot Air Balloon rides, Fishing and Golf.
Shieldhill Castle will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.

Visit : www.shieldhillcastlehotel.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk.  
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. Contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 

Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 
www.tipiadventure.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.tongabezi.com.Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
VisitCornwall

Cornwall is located in the far west of Great Britain on a peninsula pointing into into the Atlantic Ocean, and with 300 miles of coastline.

Cornwall is also the location of mainland Great Britain's most southerly promontory, The Lizard, and one of the UK’s most westerly points, Land's End, while a few miles off shore and even further west is an archipelago of tiny islands that make up the Isles of Scilly.

For Alliance press card holders visiting Cornwall with suitable commissions, VisitCornwall will be pleased to offer bespoke itinerary arrangements and assist in negotiating complimentary or reduced rate accommodation and entry to attractions and activities.
Visit : www.visitcornwall.com. Contact : Julia Hughes at julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com 

Wedgwood the Restaurant, Edinburgh, Scotland
Paul Wedgwood and Lisa Channon opened Wedgwood the Restaurant in 2007. 

Paul gains inspiration for his style of dishes from regular travels around the world. Favourite dishes in the restaurant include Panko and black sesame crusted mullet or Pork belly, Diver caught scallops wrapped in caul fat.  

Paul is also renowned for using interesting wild herbs and salads which feature regularly on the menu especially at lunchtime.  

Wedgwood the Restaurant will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders able to review.
Visit : www.wedgewoodtherestaurant.co.uk. Contact : Su Hesketh at su@crimsonedge.co.uk. 

Welcome to Yorkshire

Welcome to Yorkshire, which is the official Destination Management agency for the English county of Yorkshire, has one clear priority, to make Yorkshire the most popular destination in the UK for business and leisure. 
In just two years Welcome to Yorkshire has grown the value of the county's tourism and visitor economy from £5.9bn to £7bn per annum.
Welcome to Yorkshire will be delighted to consider press trip opportunities for Alliance press card holders with an appropriate commission.

Visit : www.yorkshire.com/mediacentre. Contact : Graham Poucher at gpoucher@yorkshire.com 
The West Somerset Railway, UK

The West Somerset Railway is Britain’s longest standard gauge “heritage” railway and runs steam trains on a daily basis from early April to early October and on elected dates in other months. 

The route is from Bishops Lydeard (4 miles from the Somerset County Town of Taunton) to the small seaside resort of Minehead and the Railway carries some 200,000 passengers each year.

The West Somerset Railway will be delighted to offer Alliance press card holders free travel on its trains. Please book tickets in advance. 

Visit : www.west-somerset-railway.co.uk. Contact : John Simms at john.com@wsrail.net
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :www.wildernessscotland.com.Contact: Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


	[image: image32.jpg]The Intemational





[image: image33.jpg]



	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 127 : November 2012                              www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 

Appendix one

· The directory of opportunities for press card holders



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Appendix one for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, operates in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalists only.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Bhutan

 
The tiny Kingdom of Bhutan lies hidden in the eastern Himalayas between India in the south and China in the north. 

With a total area of 38,398 sq kilometers, approximately the size of Switzerland, Bhutan lies between 88° 45’ and 92°10’ longitude east and 26°40’ and 28°15 ’ north. 

It is a mountainous country except for a small flat strip in the southern foothills. In the north we border with Tibet, the autonomous region under China, in the northeast with the Indian state of Arunachal Pradesh and in the south and southeast with the Indian states of Assam, Sikkim, and West Bengal.

Tourism in Bhutan

The growing international tide of interest in the concepts of happiness and wellbeing is leading to greater demand for Bhutan tourism, which presents new opportunities for the sector. 

To respond to this situation the Tourism Council of Bhutan has recently developed a new five-year tourism strategy and is looking to develop agreements with a small number of journalists and travel writers in its first and second priority markets as follows:

First priority: USA, Europe (especially UK, Germany, France, Italy, The Netherlands), Japan and Australia.
Second priority: China, Thailand, Singapore, Russia, selected East/Pacific regions including Malaysia and South Korea, and the high-end leisure market of India.
The intention is to:

· identify travel writers with a particular commitment to Bhutan 

· develop a favoured travel writer database 

· communicate Brand Bhutan themes and messages to selected travel writers (see attached) 

· work with the selected journalists to identify specific media (both travel and non-travel focused) to attract target markets, clients and groups, 

· agree focus areas for a series of articles to be produced including : 

· happiness & wellbeing 

· cycling and mountain biking, 

· wellness/lifestyle/yoga 

· lifestyles of health and sustainability 

· cooking/food, and 

· textiles 

The Tourism Council of Bhutan is also linking with the local Bhutanese private tourism stakeholders and outbound operators in first and second priority markets to organise press trips centred specifically upon innovative, regional and seasonal products and new destinations identified in the new 2013 to 2018 tourism strategy.

If you would like to be considered for this initiative please email Ms. Chhimmy Pem with a resume with examples of recent articles produced and a brief proposal setting out your preliminary ideas and suggestions for promoting Bhutan tourism in a variety of media.

Visit : www.tourism.gov.bt. Contact : Ms. Chhimmy Pem at Chhimmy@tourism.gov.bt. 
The 9th Annual Pies on Parade, Rockland, ME

27 January 2013

Rockland, ME, dubbed “Pie Town USA” by the Food Network, will live up to its name when the 9th annual pie-a-thon to celebrate National Pie Day gets underway on January 27, 2013. 

The whole town goes pie-crazy when the Historic Inns of Rockland are joined by Rockland businesses and restaurants to welcome hungry pie eaters to the town for the 9th Annual Pies on Parade Pie Tour. 

Tour goers will sample more than 45 different pies at restaurants and inns throughout Rockland and enjoy tours of common areas and some guest rooms at the inns.  

Alliance members on assignment can be provided with tickets, accommodations and meals.

Visit : www.historicinnsofrockland.com/pies-on-parade and www.historicinnsofrockland.com. Contact Marti Mayne at info@maynelymarketing.com.  

The West Somerset Railway, Somerset UK

Dunster by Candlelight, Exmoor, Somerset UK 

Friday 7 and Saturday 8 December 2012

One of the most popular annual events in Somerset and Exmoor each year is the Dunster By Candlelight evenings during which the medieval village, overlooked by the 1000 year old Castle, lays on pre-Christmas street entertainment and retail festivities.

In conjunction with the event England’s longest steam railway, the West Somerset, runs special evening trains from Bishops Lydeard (4 miles from Somerset’s County Town of Taunton) to the stations at Dunster and Minehead. 

Winter Steam Festival

29 and 30 December 2012

The West Somerset Railway's Winter Steam Festival will see four steam engines in action (at least three of Great Western Railway origin), with trains run at hourly intervals through the Quantock Hills, an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty) and along the coast of the Bristol Channel. 

Visit : www.wsrail.net. 

Alliance members interested in receiving a Day Rover ticket to travel on the trains and an information kit about the West Somerset contact John Simms at the WSR via john.com@wsrail.net. 

Members looking for accommodation should contact Antony Brunt at antonybrunt@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. 

The Keukenhof, Holland. 

The Keukenhof, also known as the Garden of Europe, is the world's largest flower garden situated near Lisse, Holland. 
Seven million flower bulbs are planted annually in the park, which covers an area of 32 hectares.

For several years, Keukenhof has chosen to feature a different theme country each season. In 2013 it will be the United Kingdom – Land of Great Gardens”. The highlight of the exhibition will be the mosaic of the Big Ben and Tower Bridge.

 
The Keukenhof is open to the public from 21 March to 20 May 2013.

 
Visit www.keukenhof.nl or www.holland.com.    

 
For press trips opportunities and images contact: Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com.

The British Virgin Islands

The British Virgin Islands is a secluded group of over 60 islands and cays in the Caribbean with 15 of these inhabited.

The four main Islands of Tortola, Anegada, Jost van Dyke and Virgin Gorda offer charming retreats, luxury resorts & villas, white sandy beaches, rugged scenery and striking coral reefs. here are also numerous private island retreats, perfect for those looking for the ultimate in privacy and exclusivity. 

The BVI’s are home to 21 national parks encompassing a stunning array of land and marine areas including historic sites, tropical forests, bird sanctuaries and one of the world’s most famous shipwrecks. 

The archipelago is popular with sailors and divers and has some of the best fishing in the Caribbean. he BVI’s play host to a variety of spectacular gourmet, sailing, cultural and music events (among others) year round. 
The Virgin Gorda Carnival in April 2013 and the August Emancipation Festival showcase and celebrate the BVI’s cultural heritage. There’s also the BVI Music Festival in May 2013 and the BVI Spring Regattaa from 25 to 31March 2013, which allows competitors to discover the magic of some of the 60 plus islands that make up the BVI’s. 

Visit : www.bvitourism.com. Alliance members who are interested in more information on the British Virgin Islands or are interested in setting up a trip contact Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk
 
Ravello, Amalfi Coast, Salerno, Italy.

The Hotel ParsifaI located in a 13th century convent is open throughout the winter season (except Christmas week), and offers character and a panoramic position. lliance members can receive a 15% reduction on rack rates for this period.
Visit : www.hotelparsifal.com. Contact : Antonio at info@hotelparsifal.com

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Kempinski Hotels

Created in 1879, Kempinski Hotels is Europe's oldest luxury Hotel group. Kempinski's rich heritage of impeccable personal service and superb hospitality is complemented by the exclusivity and indidviuality of its properties. 

Kempinski now provides a portfolio of 74 hotels in 34 countries and continues to add new properties in Europe, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Each one reflects the strength and success of the Kempinski brand without losing sight of its heritage. 

The portfolio comprises historic landmark properties, award-winning urban lifestyle hotels, oustanding resorts, and prestigious residences.  Each one embues the quality guests have come to expect from Kempinski while embracing the cultural traditions of its location. 

Kempinski is a founding member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world's largest alliance of independent hotels.

Visit : www.kempinski.com. Contact : Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com.

The San Francisco Travel Association

The San Francisco Travel Association is an independent, not-for-profit destination marketing organization with more than 1,600 business members. 

Its mission is to enhance the local economy by marketing San Francisco and the Bay Area as the premier destination for conventions, meetings, events and leisure travel. 

To accomplish this goal, SF Travel courts a highly qualified list of national, regional and state meeting planners; domestic and international tour packagers, wholesalers, operators and travel agents; leisure travelers; and local, national and international media.

Visit : www.sanfrancisco.travel/about/about.html. Contact : Harold Hoogasian at harold@hoogasian.com. 

Visit Rochester, New York State

Greater Rochester is the third-largest metropolitan area in New York State. It includes six counties: Genesee, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Orleans, and Wayne. The City of Rochester is the 79th largest city in the U.S.A.

Visit Rochester includes upstate New York wine country, the Finger Lakes, Rochester, Corning Museum of Glass and Niagara Falls USA

Visit : www.visitrochester.com. Contact : Gregory Marshall at gregm@visitrochester.com 


Kerala Houseboaters (India)

Kerala Houseboats specialise in backwater tours and packages.

Visit : www.keralahouseboaters.com. Contact : Ajil Kumarakom at keralahouseboaters@gmail.com.

British Airways

British Airways is a full service global airline, offering year-round low fares with an extensive global route network flying to and from centrally-located airports


Visit : www.ba.com. Contact : Lucie Wesley at Lucie.wesley@ba.com.

Agencies

Catapult PR (UK)

Catapult PR is an award-winning PR consultancy based in Lancashire  with many clients in the travel and tourism sector in Lancashire and Cumbria. 

Managing Director, Jane Hunt, is the 'Best Freelance PR Practitioner' 2012 as adjudged by the CIPR Excellence Awards and has a specialist CIM Diploma in Tourism.


Visit : www.catapultpr.co.uk. Contact : Jane Hunt at jane@catapultpr.co.uk. 


Lakes PR (UK)

Lakes PR is based on the edge of the English Lake District and works primarily with tourism businesses in this beautiful area.

Visit : www.lakespr.co.uk. Contact : Julie Darroch atjulie.darroch@lakespr.co.uk.

Murray Harkin PR (UK)

A high profile boutique agency specialising in luxury travel, destinations, overseas property, resorts, entertainment, media and hotels.

Visit : www.murrayharkin.com. Contact : Murray Harkin at murray.harkin@mhapr.co.uk.

Hume Whitehead (UK)

Hume Whitehead is the UK's leading marketing, PR and representation consultancy serving the travel and tourism industry.

Visit : www.humewhitehead.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk
	News


The Chilterns Tourism Network

The Chilterns Tourism Network has launched its first tourism website for the Chilterns

With over 52 million day visits to this region of the UK every year, local tourism suppliers want to encourage a greater number of overnight stays and put the Chilterns firmly in the minds of potential visitors as a short break holiday destination.

Visit : www.VisitChilterns.co.uk. Contact : Mary Tebje at Mary@tourismleisure.com. 

Switzerland No 1 country brand

FutureBrand's 8th annual Country Brand Index (CBI) ranking of the world's leading country brands sees Switzerland in the number one spot.

The 2012-13 CBI ranks the world's countries – from their cultures, to their industries, to their economic vitality and public policy initiatives – based on global perceptions today. Canada and Japan are at two and three respectively.

Visit : www.futurebrand.com and www.switzerland.com. Contact : Caroline Moser at caroline.moser@switzerland.com. 

Orient-Express, river cruise in Myanmar

Orient-Express Hotels, with a portfolio of 45 hotels, cruises and luxury rail journeys in 22 countries, is to launch a new river cruiser in Myanmar in July 2013.   

Currently under construction in Yangon, the 50-guest ship will complement The Governor’s Residence which is a 48-key colonial-style hotel in Yangon and the Road To Mandalay river cruiser which has been cruising the Ayeyarwady River for 17 years. 

Visit : www.orcaella.net and www.orient-express.com. Contact Anna Nash at anna.nash@orient-express.com. 

The Paradis Hotel & Golf Club in Mauritius
The Paradis Hotel & Golf Club in Mauritius has launched a Junior Golf Academy for youngsters over the age of 6. 

The Academy, which has been designed with the assistance of French Pro Dominique Larretche, has private professional coaches are on hand to show beginners the basics and offer coaching to more seasoned junior golfers.

Visit : www.paradis-hotel.com. Contact : Clair Horwood at clairhorwood@grifcopr.com. 

Virgin Atlantic

Virgin Atlantic has launched a sixth daily service between London Heathrow and New York City.  

The new service will complement the airline’s existing flight schedule between the two cities, taking the total number of daily flights from London Heathrow to JFK airport to four alongside the two daily flights to Newark.

Visit : www.virginatlantic.com. Contact : Anna Catchpole at anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.com. 

The 2013 Michelin Guide to Great Britain and Ireland

The 2013 Michelin Guide to Great Britain and Ireland sees three restaurants promoted to two stars, and two more pubs getting one star. 

There are now 154 Michelin-starred restaurants in the UK.Sketch in London’s Mayfair: L’Enclume in Cartmel, Cumbria: and Michael Wignall at the Latymer, Pennyhill Park, in Surrey are those which have just received the coveted second star.

The Red Lion Freehouse in East Chisenbury, Wiltshire and the Hind’s Head in Bray are the latest pubs to win a Michelin star. 

Visit : www.michelinonline.co.uk/travel/ Contact : pressandpr@visitbritain.com
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The BC Association of Travel Writers

The BC Association of Travel Writers is a non-profit association connecting and supporting travel writers of all genres in British Columbia. 
The association offers low fees and simple entry applications, newsletters with travel information and contacts, industry associates, two symposia per year (May and October) featuring well-known speakers, such as Robin Esrock, and opportunities for free trips and prizes. 
Visit www.bcatw.org. Contact : Baila Lazarus at baila@shaw.ca. 

Hebridean Island Cruises and the Royal Scotsman

Small luxury cruise line, Hebridean Island Cruises has teamed up with the Royal Scotsman Train to offer guests a tour of Scotland.

Three or four night pre-cruise packages on board The Royal Scotsman takes guests into the heart of the Highlands before they board the Hebridean Princess at the start of their cruise.

Visit : www.hebridean.co.uk and www.royalscotsman.com. Contact : Leanne Gosford at Leanne.gosford@sirencomms.com. 

Women Who Rock: Washington

A new exhibition at the National Museum of Women in the Arts has exclusive artefacts from international pop icons including Lady Gaga and Madonna.

Women Who Rock: Vision, Passion, Power at the National Museum of Women in the Arts showcases the achievements of women in pop culture.

It has 250 exclusive artefacts and performance videos, including hand written lyrics by Janet Jackson and Madonna, Lady Gaga’s childhood piano and infamous meat dress, instruments played by Taylor Smith, and outfits worn by Cher, Rihanna, and Madonna’s provocative outfit from her "Blonde Ambition" tour.

Several other museums across Washington, DC are also holding special exhibits this winter dedicated to celebrating inspirational women artists, including Georgia O'Keeffe at the National Gallery of Art and the Phillips Collection.

Visit : www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact :  Lisa Cooper at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

Los Angeles Tourism and Convention Board

Los Angeles Tourism and Convention Board is a private, non profit business association whose primary mission is to market and promote Los Angeles as the premier destination for meetings, conventions and leisure travel. 

Though not part of city government, it is recognised as the city's official tourism marketing organisation.

Los Angeles offers dynamic dining, world-class shopping, over 300 museums, 80 miles of beaches, hot hotels, legendary nightlife and more - all accompanied by the glamour, fun and a sunny climate that ensures LA really has it all.

Visit : www.discoverLosAngeles.com. Contact : Louise Swanne at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk
Llama Expeditions

Andean trekking specialist Llama Expeditions has launched a traditional trek in Peru for up to eight people using llamas as pack animals. 

The trek begins on Christmas Day and continues to 2 January  2013.  

Llama Expeditions is a member of the Adventure Travel Trade Association and the International Ecotourism Society. 

Visit : www.llamaexpeditions.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Steenberg Hotel and Vineyard, South Africa

Luxury hotel and vineyard, Steenberg, in South Africa’s Constantia region, has completed a three year renovation.

Steenberg is the oldest farm in the Constantia valley, with a history dating back to the first wine production in 1695. Its winery has been producing Cape wines since that time.

Visit : www.steenberghotel.com. Contact : Claire Roadley at claire@ethosmarketing.co.uk. 

Truffle hunting with Villa San Michele, Florence, Tuscany

The San Miniato hills, located one hour from Villa San Michele, are home to some of the richest truffle regions in Europe. 

November is one of the best months to hunt for the rare ingredient and is peak truffle hunting season in Tuscany. 

Villa San Michele has put together a programme for gastronomes keen to learn more and sample the most precious (and among the most expensive foods in the world!) of the underground mushrooms, the White Truffle, also known also as the "Food of Kings".

Guests of the hotel can carry out their own hunt for this delicate ingredient which graces the tables of some of the finest restaurants in the world. 

The former monastic hotel has also created a tasting menu dedicated entirely to the White Truffle, which features mouth watering dishes such as 'prawn tails marinated with White Truffle served with avocado fondue' and 'Ecori rice creamed with White Truffle and cocoa powder'. 

Visit : www.villasanmichele.com. Contact : Sire Mirza at sara.mirza@orient-express.com. 

G Adventures

Small group adventure travel operator G Adventures has launched a collection of trips in Australia and New Zealand. 

The company currently offers small group tours, safaris and expeditions to more than 100 countries on all continents. 

The new Australia and New Zealand programme consists of four major routes: Sydney to Cairns and Melbourne to Darwin in Australia, and the North Island and South Island of New Zealand. 

Travellers can focus on one entire route or combine sections to create a customised itinerary.  

Tours vary from three to 21 days and are available in Yolo (18 - 35yo) and G-Plus (comfort) trip styles.

Accommodation and transport styles can include a tipi in a hippie commune, canvas swags under the stars, secluded eco-lodges, riding the Ghan train and staying on an historic yacht. 

Visit : www.gadventures.co.uk. Contact : Casey Mead at caseym@gadventures.com. 

	What’s on 


SnowDays Festival, Banff National Park, Alberta, Canada

12 January to 10 February 2012

The Banff community has been celebrating a winter festival for over 95 years ago.

Highlights of the SnowDays festival includes an outdoor skating rink in the heart of the Banff townsite, a public ice-climbing wall on Banff Avenue, free child tickets and après-ski activities at the ski resorts, a road hockey tournament, an international ice carving competition, photography workshops, movie nights and geocaching.

Visit www.banfflakelouise.com. Contact : Mary Morrison at  mary@banfflakelouise.com. 

Sapporo Snow Festival, Japan
05 February to 11 February 2013

The Sapporo Snow Festival, one of Japan's largest winter events, attracts a growing number of visitors from Japan and abroad every year.
Every winter, about two million people come to Sapporo to see the hundreds of snow statues and ice sculptures which line Odori Park, the grounds at Community Dome Tsudome, and the main street in Susukino.
Visit : www.snowfes.com/english.  Contact : Kylie Clark at kylie@jnto.co.uk.  

Three American film festivals

San Francisco Ocean Film Festival, United States

7 to 10 March 2013

San Francisco Ocean Film Festival (SFOFF 2010), celebrating the sea with films that increase appreciation of the oceans, established to use film to improve public understanding of the environmental, social & cultural importance of marine ecosystems


Visit : www.oceanfilmfest.org. Contact : info@oceanfilmfest.org. 

Portland International Film Festival, Oregon 

7 to 23 February 2013

Portland International Film Festival, annual event, the biggest film event in Oregon premiering over 100 international shorts & feature films to Portland audiences


Visit : www.nwfilm.org. Contact : Jessica Lyness at jessica@nwfilm.org.

Santa Barbara International Film Festival, California, USA

24 January to 3 February 2013

The festival features screenings of over 200 international features, a programme of 50 short films, discussion panels, competitions and workshops. Presentations honour actors and directors, all of whom collect their awards in person.

Visit : www.sbfilmfestival.org. Contact : Carol Marshall at carol@cmarshallpr.com. 

Annual Firework Displays

Travel search engine momondo.co.uk has listed its top five firework displays.
New Year’s Eve at Copacabana

31 December 2012

Over two million people each year watch the New Year’s fireworks at the Brazilian beach, named in honour of Our Lady of Copacabana. For those whom music and passion are always the fashion, Copacabana is the place to be on NYE – last year David Guetta held a free concert. 

Kentucky Derby Festival 

15 April to 2 May 2013

This display is part of the annual Kentucky Derby Festival in Louisville, Kentucky, and considered the largest firework show in North America. The festival also offers the Great Balloon Race, Great Steamboat Race, and Pegasus Parade. 

Madeira Fireworks Festival 

8, 15, 22 & 29 June 2013

Every year Madeira hosts its own Fireworks Festival - and on every Saturday in June a pyro-musical show fills the bay of Funchal with light and colour. Funchal claimed the title for ‘the largest fireworks display in the world’ in 2006, and has yet to be challenged. 
Macy’s New York show

4 July 2013

Each year, to celebrate US independence, millions of people gather near the Hudson River, to view the Macy’s Fourth of July Fireworks show, in New York City. In recent years, the illuminating spectacle has been launched from six barges along the river, with over 40,000 shells - exploding over a thousand feet into the air. 

New Year’s Fireworks on Sydney Harbour

31 December 2012

Perhaps the most wellknown global firework event, held annually on New Year’s Eve at Sydney Harbour.  ith 1.5 million spectators, the array of fireworks can easily be seen from the inner west Gladesville Bridge, to the famous headlands, forming the entrance to the harbour in Sydney Harbour National Park. 

Travel search engine www.momondo.co.uk searches more than 700 travel sites and compares the best offers on flights, hotels and car rental. In addition to offering online search, momondo provides user-generated city guides.

Visit : www.momondo.co.uk. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com.

Lemon Festival (La Fete du Citron) Alpes-Maritimes, France
16 February to 6 March 2013

Lemon Festival (La Fete du Citron). French carnival celebration featuring the golden citrus parade of floats & giant citrus decorations in the Bioves gardens, Menton, known as 'La Cite des Citrons' (The City of Lemons)


Visit : www.feteducitron.com. Contact : Patricia Mertzig at patricia.mertzig@ville-menton.fr.

	Reasons to write about


Vancouver Island and cheese

British Columbia owes much of its culinary reputation to the coastal region around Vancouver Island, where the combination of soil, climate and water come together in prime agricultural land.

And where each award-winning cheese is made.

Many BC restaurants incorporate cheese from the Island, but a trip to the farm is the way to find the Jersey cows and bearded goats including those at Parksville's Little Qualicum Cheeseworks or at  Salt Spring Island Cheese.

Farms are also found from the Comox Valley, through Cowichan Bay to the Gulf Islands.

Visit : 

· Salt Spring Island : www.saltspringcheese.com and www.moonstruckcheese.com
· Cowichan Bay : www.hilarycheese.com 

· Parksville : www.cheeseworks.ca 

· Comox Valley : www.naturalpastures.com
Visit : www.hellobc.com/vancouverislandmedia. Contact : Fiona Tso at Fiona.tso@gov.bc.ca. 

Adventure breaks in Europe 

Online travel agent Directline Holidays has identified a number of adventure breaks in Europe :

Trekking in Croatia

Croatia has eight national parks, the most popular and the largest of which is Plitvice Lakes. 

The park has been declared a UNESCO World Heritage site in recognition of its outstanding natural beauty, and has a grand collection of waterfalls, lakes, forests and diverse animal life to discover. 

The sixteen lakes are renowned for their distinctive colors, which change constantly depending on the quantity of minerals or organisms in the water and the angle of sunlight. Pathways and wooden walking trails make the lakes accessible to visitors after an adventure.

Horse riding in Tuscany

Turkey offers horse riding through gentle forest trails, valleys and woodlands and is suitable for all riding abilities.

Mountain biking in Austria

Austria has a number of crowd free trails ideal for mountain biking. iding can be either as freeride, cross-country or tight singletrack, all of which are interlinked with cable cars to transport you high into the mountains.

Surfing in Portugal

Portugal is arguably the best location of mainland Europe for all types of water sports, with the Atlantic’s winds to increase the surf and aid sail power.

Visit : www.directline-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Cass Helstrip at Cass.Helstrip@whitetigerpr.com. 

Australia

Ocean Safari, South Australia

There isnthe chance to eperience South Australia’s ‘Big Aquatic Five’ with the new two day South Australian “Ultimate Ocean Safari” operated by Adventure Bay Charters in the Eyre Peninsula. 

The safari gives travellers the opportunity to see and swim with great white sharks, sea lions, dolphins, tuna and whales. 

Visit : www.adventurebaycharters.com.au
The Anangu people at Uluru, Northern Territory

Inspiring Journeys has launched a new indigenous experience with the Anangu people at Uluru. ravellers can experience the culture of Uluru in a group led by a member of the local Anangu people. 

Visit : www.inspiringjourneys.com.au.

Blue Whale Heli-Watching, Portland, Victoria

The first dedicated blue whale heli-tour offers the chance to see the world’s largest animal from the air.  

Heli-eXplore offers a private ‘Ultimate Mini Safari’ which includes 60-80 minutes of actual flying time and a talk on the Bonney upwelling currents (mass movements of the ocean). Experiences take place off the coast of Portland Victoria from November through to May. 

Visit :  www.heliexplore.com.au.

Avalon City Retreat, Tasmania

The Avalon City Retreat will offer visitors deluxe and environmentally sustainable accommodation in the heart of Hobart when it opens in March 2013.

The hotel will be a sister property to Avalon Coastal Retreat and Rocky Hills Retreat on Tasmania’s East Coast,  his new concept in accommodation will see the installation of an architecturally-designed pre-fabricated omnipod atop a nine story building in the centre of Hobart. 

Visit : www.avaloncoastalretreat.com.au.

Turtle Nestling Season kicks off in Queensland

The annual turtle nesting season is set to begin on Queensland’s Heron and Wilson Islands.  

From November through to March every year, a breeding population of turtles comes ashore to nest, approximately three to seven times during a season.  he turtles lay their eggs at the same location where they were born, laying on average 120 eggs in one clutch.  

True coral cays that sit right on the World Heritage-listed Great Barrier Reef, Heron and Wilson Islands boast some of the most amazing snorkelling and diving year round. 

Visit : www.heronisland.com/seaview.aspx. 

Carmen on Sydney Harbour 2013

Opera Australia will stage Carmen for Handa Opera on Sydney Harbour 2013. Opera Australia will present eighteen performances over three weeks from 22 March to 12 April 2013.   

Visit : www.operaonsydneyharbour.com.au. 

New Helicopter Tours over South Australia

Heli Experiences is operating regular helicopter tours from Hanson Bay taking in Kangaroo Island highlights such as Cape Borda Lighthouse, Admirals Arch, Snelling Beach and Vivonne Bay. 

The new venture has received approval from South Australia’s Environment Protection Authority under the federal Environment and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act. 

Visit : www.kangarooislandhelicopters.com

The Bruny Island Long Weekend 

The Bruny Island Long Weekend is a new three day guided walk on one of Tasmania’s most beguiling island outposts. 

A ferry ride south of Tasmania’s capital Hobart, Bruny Island is the size of Singapore, has only 650 permanent residents and is teaming with wonderful wildlife including the only white wallabies in the world.  The weekend runs from January until April – starting in January 2013. 

Visit : www.brunyislandlongweekend.com.au

Visit : www.Australia.com. Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com.

	A place to stay


The Kempinski Nairobi

The Kempinski Nairobi, which will open in 2013, will be located on the Uhuru Highway, within the Westlands area at the heart of Nairobi, a half hour drive from the Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. 
The hotel will have 200 rooms and suites distributed throughout 10 floors, including a Presidential Suite on the top floor, will also feature three concept restaurants.

The hotel will have a spa with nine treatment rooms, and a fully equipped fitness centre.
Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com. 
The Amari Coral Beach Phuket

The Amari Coral Beach Phuket is located on its own private sandy beach at the southern end of Patong behind 68 acres of forest and looking out onto the Andaman Sea.

Amari’s network of properties spans Thailand and beyond, from seaside locations to urban settings including Bangkok, Pattaya, Koh Chang, Samui, Phuket, Krabi, and Hua Hin.  

New Amari properties scheduled to open in 2012 and 2013 include Amari Doha in Qatar and Amari Ludhiana in India

Visit : www.amari.com/coralbeach. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa Mauritius

The Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa Mauritius will open on 15 December 2012.

Mauritius, off the east coast of Madagascar, is an island with a rich cultural legacy and Portuguese, Dutch, French, British and Indian influences.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk.

QT Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
Two of the Sydney's historic landmark buildings, Gowings and The State Theatre Building have been converted into the new design hotel – QT Sydney. 

The hotel, which is the latest development in the heart of the city and opened in September 2012. 

As the flagship hotel of the QT brand, the Sydney hotel follows the recent openings of QT hotels on the Gold Coast and Port Douglas in Queensland.

Visit : www.qtsydney.com.au and www.Australia.com. Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com.  

Alila Ubud’s new Terrace Tree Villas, Bali

The boutique Balinese resort of Alila Ubud is to open four exclusive new Terrace Tree Villas, providing guests with the chance to experience the lush natural landscape.

Set high above the Ayung river valley overlooking a vista of alang alang plantations and rice paddies, the vilas are located within the Balinese hill village of Payangan

Visit : www.alilahotels.com.contact Paul Charles at alila@verypcc.com. 

The Caledonian, Edinburgh

The Caledonian, a Waldorf Astoria Hotel, is welcoming its first guests following the hotel’s  £24 million investment and renovation programme.

The restoration project took in the hotel’s public spaces, bedrooms, spa, restaurants and bars.

The Caledonian is located on Edinburgh’s Princes Street and with views up to the castle.

Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts currently includes more than 20 properties around the world, with European properties including London Syon Park, Trianon Palace Versailles; Rome Cavalieri and the soon to open Waldorf Astoria Berlin.

Visit : www.thecaledonianedinburgh.com. Contact : Contact: Dan  at Dan.corfield@hilton.com. 

Cinnamon Bey Beruwala, Sri Lanka

The Cinnamon Bey Beruwala, which is located on the sands of the south west coast of Sri Lanka opens in October 2012.

Guests at Cinnamon Bey can explore ‘Sinharaja’ Sri Lanka’s largest rain forest, home to 830 endemic species of flora and fauna and the 17th century Galle Fort, the most impeccably preserved colonial sea fortress in Asia.

Visit : www.cinnamonhotels.com. Contact : Monica Poncelas at monica@gallivantpr.com.
Cameron House on Loch Lomond, Scotland
Luxury Scottish hotel, Cameron House on Loch Lomond, has been awarded Best UK Resort Hotel in 2012 by the International Hotel Awards. 

This achievement will now see the hotel compete against other winning companies from Asia Pacific, Africa, Europe, the Americas and Arabia to find the ultimate World’s Best in each category in the International Hotel Awards 2012, which will be announced on 4 November.
Cameron House on Loch Lomond is a five-star resort located on the banks of one of Scotland’s most famous natural attractions, with mountain views across the loch to Ben Lomond. 

Visit :  www.luxuryscotland.co.uk/cameronhouse. Contact : Nadya Willard Nadya.willard@wildcard.co.uk
Trasierra, Andalucia, Spain

Trasierra is a boutique hotel located north of Seville.

The hotel and private olive and orange groves estate, is situated in Andalucia's Sierra Morena mountains, and is family run by Charlotte Scott, mother of Jackson Scott (vocalist and guitarist in Mano de Dios), and her children.

Charlotte's daughter, Amber Scott, organises workshops on Hill Yoga and Ancient Massage, in the yoga studio which the family built at the back of the hotel. 

Visit : www.trasierra.co.uk and www.mustdoyoga.eu. Contact :  Trish Garcia trish@mmmanagement.com. 

The Tropicana Las Vegas

The Tropicana Las Vegas – a DoubleTree by Hilton hotel - will open in January 2013 on the Las Vegas Strip.

The hotel, which recently completed US$200 million transformation, provides a casually elegant resort experience with a 50,000-square-foot casino and new restaurants and bars.

Visit : www.troplv.com. Contact : Anita Clements at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

Small Luxury Hotels of the World

New members of Small Luxury Hotels of the World include : 

The Efendi Hotel, Israel 

Surrounded by narrow alleyways, minarets and ancient city walls, The Efendi Hotel is a boutique hotel which has been restored from two former 19th-century palaces, complete with Byzantine walls and cellars dating back to the Crusades.

Visit : www.slh.com/efendi
Cordée des Alpes, Switzerland 

Set on the first and second floors of a wood ski lodge, the  des Alpes Hotel has been designed to integrate with the surrounding alpine architecture. 

Visit : www.slh.com/cordee
Antiqpalace Hotel & Spa, Slovenia 

A residence dating back to the 16th century, the Antiqpalace Hotel & Spa reflects Ljubjana’s rich cultural heritage and sits close to the financial district, the City Museum, concert hall, theatre and designer boutiques.

Visit : www.slh.com/antiq
Alentejo Marmoris Resort, Portugal 

The Alentejo Marmoris Hotel & Spa has marble features throughout and makes a base from which to discover the beauty of the Alentejo region of Portugal.

Visit : www.slh.com/alentejomarmoris
Hotel El Lodge, Sierra Nevada, Spain 

The El Lodge Ski & Spa Resort is a ski lodge  in Spain’s top ski resort, Sierra Nevada. 

Visit : www.slh.com/ellodge
Trout Point Lodge of Nova Scotia, Kemptville, Canada 

Trout Point Lodge, which is a secluded nature sanctuary on the banks of the Tusket River and next to the Tobeatic Wilderness Area, provides a base for exploring the backwoods.

Visit : www.slh.com/troutpoint
The Inn at English Harbour, English Harbour, Antigua 
The Inn at English Harbour is located on sloping wooded hills overlooking the sea and a sand beach. 

Visit : www.slh.com/englishharbour
Mukul Luxury Resort & Spa, Playa Manzanillo, Nicaragua 

Monkeys and colourful parakeets break the early morning silence of the lush coastal forests located behind Mukul Luxury Resort & Spa. There is also a four-mile stretch of white sandy beach, beach club and an 18-hole golf course.

Visit : www.slh.com/mukul
Sankara Hotel & Spa Yakushima, Yakushima, Japan 

The Sankara Hotel & Spa is a secluded retreat set between mountains, cedar forests and the sea. A base  for exploring this island.

Visit : www.slh.com/sankara
Princess D’An Nam Resort & Spa, Ke Ga Bay, Vietnam 

The Princess d’Ân Nam Resort & Spa is located on the shores of Ke Ga Bay with brightly-coloured fishing boats. The resort is set in landscaped gardens with a collection of rare plants and sea views.

Visit : www.slh.com/princessdannam.

About Small Luxury Hotels of the World

The Small Luxury Hotels of the World brand has a portfolio of  520 hotels in more than 70 countries.

Visit : www.sly.com. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com. 

The DoubleTree by Hilton London – Marble Arch
The DoubleTree by Hilton London – Marble Arch, which has opened, is the groups seventh London property

It is located close to Marble The DoubleTree by Hilton London – Marble ArchStreet, Edgware Road, Selfridges, Bond Street and Hyde Park. 

Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Anita at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

In Australia

Peppers Rundells Alpine Lodge, High Country, Victoria 

Rundells Alpine Lodge has become part of the Peppers Retreats and Lodges portfolio - the first ski mountain property in the Peppers boutique family. 

Peppers Rundells Alpine Lodge has a 108 year history, offering a boutique alpine experiencenear  Mount Hotham Ski Lodge and Mount Hotham Airport in Victoria. 

Visit : www.peppers.com.au

The Terrace Hotel, Perth, Australis

The Terrace Hotel, Perth’s newest luxury boutique hotel has opened.The heritage-listed St George’s House has been rebuilt to accommodate the hotel which retains its art decoappearence.

Visit : www.terracehotelperth.com.au 

Visit : www.Australia.com. Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com.

blu, St Lucia

Harlequin Hotels & Resorts has opened the 4 star blu, St Lucia hotel in Rodney Bay on Reduit beach.

Harlequin Hotels & Resorts specialises in hotels and resorts in the Caribbean including Buccament Bay Resort in St Vincent & The Grenadines. 

Visit : www.harlequinblu.com and www.buccamentbay.com. Contact : Catherine Brennan at cbrennan@bgbtcnetwork.co.uk.

	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalis only. The Alliance is looking to extend the initiative worldwide.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952



	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Appendix one

	Directory of opportunities for Alliance press card holders : October 2012
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities

	· 40Berkeley, Boston
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· EUROPA-PARK, Germany
· Experience Nottinghamshire
· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Generator Hostels, Europe
· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Kempinski Hotels Worldwide
· La Residencia Mallorca

· Love Loch Lomond, Scotland
	· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada,and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· OAM Hotels, Thailand
· The Oetker Collection, Europe
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours 

· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Rushton Hall, Northamptonshire, UK 

· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Shama and Shama Luxe, Asia
· Shakespeare Country

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· VisitCornwall
· Welcome to Yorkshire, UK
· Wilderness Scotland 

· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk


40Berkeley, Boston
40Berkeley, located in the heart of Boston, is New England’s largest hostel and a leading budget traveler destinations on the East Coast. It is one of HostelWorld’s Top 10 Hostels in the US.  

40Berkeley will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders able to profile the hostel in their features.

Visit : www.40Berkeley.com. ntact : liver Mernick-Levene at 40berkeleyhostel@gmail.com.

Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.adventurecat.com. ntact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. ntact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : www.broadwaycollection.com. Contact : Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester, UK 
Sightseeing tour BusyBus, will host Alliance press card holders (with a guest) on a review basis. 

Visit: www.busybus.co.uk. Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District. The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : www.castleinncumbria.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk. Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.

Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com. Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : www.ciclismoclassico.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 
www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
EUROPA-PARK

EUROPA-PARK, which is Germany’s biggest theme park, located in the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares.

EUROPA-PARK will be delighted to offer complimentary entrance press card holders plus one other where they have a written commission and on presentation of the card.

Visit : www.europapark.com. Contact : presse@europapark.com. 

Experience Nottinghamshire 

Experience Nottinghamshire invites Alliance press card holders to visit Robin Hood country. 
There will be the chance to see the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest, try your hand at archery, visit England’s oldest pub and meet Robin Hood himself on a special guided tour. 

Website: www.experiencenottinghamshire.com/robin-hood. Contact: Erin Huckle at erin.huckle@experiencenottinghamshire.com.  
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit : www.frontierstravel.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice.

The group has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors worldwide each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013.
Generator Hostels will be delighted to consider review accommodation to Alliance press card holders.
Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at Christien Jansen@generatorhostels.com.

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit : www.ghotw.com. Contact : Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil.  Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact: Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com.Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Kempinski Hotels worldwide 

Hoteliers since 1897, Kempinski has travelled the world in search of the most fascinating destinations without ever forgetting the finest traditions of its European heritage. 
With luxury holiday resorts, business and Spa hotels around the world, every Kempinski Hotel is unique, designed for guests who value five star holidays and luxury getaways.
Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com
Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  www.kerdowneybotswana.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 
Love Loch Lomond is a group of tourism operators passionate about the Loch Lomond and Clyde Sea Lochs area will be delighted to host press visits for Alliance press card holders as well as to offer a range of story ideas and activities. 
Visit: www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact: Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com. 
Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  
Contact : Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders who are in the city on an assignment. 
Visit: www.parismarriott.com. Contact: Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : www.mircorp.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.circleline42.com. Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
OAM Hotels

OAM Hotels are a collection of seven smaller properties that provide quality accommodation in four key Thai destinations :

· two City Lodge properties in Bangkok and Pattaya 
· the Nova Gold Hotel and Nova Platinum Hotel in South Pattaya 
· a nature resort in Angkhang in the north of Thailand
· Loei Palace Hotel in Loei, and 
· the Vogue Resort & Spa Ao Nang in Krabi.
OAM Hotels will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.oamhotels.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 
The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels

The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels are one-of-a-kind, five-star hotels individually designed, with a unique character and distinctive atmosphere. 

They are situated in some of the world's most appealing locations, such as Antibes, Baden-Baden, Marrakesh, Paris and Vence.

The Oetker Collection will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders - on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at jp@verypcc.com
Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa, Northamptonshire

Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa offers guests the chance to stay in what has been a stately home in rural Northampton since 1438.

Everything about Rushton Hall is grand from the moment you pass through its heavy timber doors.  Most stunning, however, is the great hall with its magnificent timber roofing, ornate plasterwork, stained glass windows and fireplace.

Rushton Hall will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders.

Visit : www.rushtonhall.com. Contact : jacky Mcaulay at j.Mcaulay@rushtonhall.com. 

Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk 
Shama and Shama Luxe

Shama and premier brand Shama Luxe is a collection of Asia based luxury boutique serviced apartments.

Shama: 

	Shama Sukhumvit, Bangkok 

Shama Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 

Shama Central, Hong Kong 

Shama Fortress Hill, Hong kong 

Shama Hollywood, Hong Kong 
	Shama Midlevels, Hong kong 

Shama Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong kong 

Shama Wanchai, Hong Kong 

Shama Century Park, Shanghai 

Shama Xujiahui, Shanghai


Shama Luxe: 

Shama Luxe Grand Central, Dalian 

Shama Luxe Xintiandi, Shanghai 

Shama luxe Huashan, Shanghai

Shama and brand Shama Luxe will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : www.shama.com. Contact : Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 

Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. Contact : Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk  

Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : www.tipiadventure.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
VisitCornwall

Cornwall is located in the far west of Great Britain on a peninsula pointing into into the Atlantic Ocean, and with 300 miles of coastline.

Cornwall is also the location of mainland Great Britain's most southerly promontory, The Lizard, and one of the UK’s most westerly points, Land's End, while a few miles off shore and even further west is an archipelago of tiny islands that make up the Isles of Scilly.

For Alliance press card holders visiting Cornwall with suitable commissions, VisitCornwall will be pleased to offer bespoke itinerary arrangements and assist in negotiating complimentary or reduced rate accommodation and entry to attractions and activities.
Visit : www.visitcornwall.com. Contact : Julia Hughes at julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com 

Welcome to Yorkshire

Welcome to Yorkshire, which is the official Destination Management agency for the English county of Yorkshire, has one clear priority, to make Yorkshire the most popular destination in the UK for business and leisure. 
In just two years Welcome to Yorkshire has grown the value of the county's tourism and visitor economy from £5.9bn to £7bn per annum.
Welcome to Yorkshire will be delighted to consider press trip opportunities for Alliance press card holders with an appropriate commission.

Visit : www.yorkshire.com/mediacentre. Contact : Graham Poucher at gpoucher@yorkshire.com 
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : www.wildernessscotland.com. Contact: Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: 

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk 
Contact: 
Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 126 : mid- October 2012                              www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two : ongoing opportunities) :

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 

Appendix one 

· Ongoing opportunities for Alliance press card holders 

	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Section two for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance has launched its Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalists only.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 




	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Chinzombo, Zambia

Chinzombo; the first sustainable bush camp in Zambia’s game-rich South Luangwa National Park opens in March 2013.
Chinzombo comprises six spacious villas, nestled within the shade of ancient trees on a ridge which follows a loop in the Luangwa River, one accommodating a family of at least five and all WiFi-equipped with private plunge pools. 

Guests will appreciate a place where both wildlife and natural vegetation flourish, unhindered by vast tracts of landscaping, game fences, roads or other man-made installations. 
Visit : www.normancarrsafaris.com/#!/camps/chinzombo. Contact : Honour Way at info@honourway.com.

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre, UK

Newcastle Gateshead Marriott Hotel Metrocentre has completed a £500,000 refurbishment to its leisure facilities. 

The hotel, which is next to the Metrocentre, the biggest shopping centre in Europe, will be happy to host Alliance members who would like to visit the North East of the UK.

Visit :
http://www.marriott.co.uk/hotels/travel/nclgh-newcastle-gateshead-marriott-hotel-metrocentre
Contact : 
Bernice Saltzer at bernice@SortedPR.com. 
SeaDream Yacht Club’s first voyages in Asia

SeaDream Yacht Club has just released full details on its voyages in Asia and Northern Australia, beginning in late 2013. 
The twin mega-yachts, SeaDream II will sail to Asia for the first time after completing her 2013 Mediterranean season. 
The  “Passage to the Far East” will depart Athens, Greece in October 2013 and include a transit of the Suez Canal as she sails to Mumbai, India. 
From Mumbai, the yacht will sail to Singapore and the Far East, planning to offer 18 unique voyages in the region. Voyages are 7 to 15 days long, but most may be combined as a back-to-back voyage for a lengthier holiday.  

Scheduled to stay in Asia through April 2014, itineraries include numerous exotic ports in several different countries including Sri Lanka, Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, Myanmar (Burma), East Timor, Northern Australia, Indonesia, New Guinea, Vietnam, Cambodia and Hong Kong. 
Itineraries include unique calls such as the little-visited islands of the Burmese Mergui Archipelago in the Andaman Sea and Sanya, on Hainan Island in China.
Visit : www.seadream.com. Contact : Adrienne d'Annunzio at adannunzio@seadream.com.

16th Annual Inn to Inn Holiday Cookie and Candy Tour, Washington Valley. NH

8 and 9 December 2012

The Annual Inn to Inn Holiday Cookie and Candy Tour is a two day self-guided tour of 12 inns located in Mt Washington Valley. NH 

Inns participating in the tour this year include :

· the Darby Field Inn in Albany

· Riverbend Inn and Brass Heart Inn in Chocorua

· Inn at Crystal Lake and Pub in Eaton

· Covered Bridge House in Glen

· Notchland Inn in Hart's Location

· Glen Oaks Inn in Intervale

· Inn at Ellis River in Jackson

· 1785 Inn & Restaurant

· Eastman Inn, and 

· Old Red Inn & Cottages in North Conway.

Each of the inns will feature original holiday cookies and candies.

Alliance members on assignment can be provided with tickets, accommodations and meals.

Visit : www.countryinnsinthewhitemountains.com/holiday_cookie_tour.htm. Contact Marti Mayne at info@maynelymarketing.com.

The Rosalie Bay Resort, Dominica

Rosalie Bay Resort is a 28-room eco-luxury and wellness retreat on the Nature Island of Dominica in the Caribbean.

Located along the Atlantic Ocean at the edge of a UNESCO World Heritage site, Rosalie Bay is a pioneer in its environmental efforts. 

The resort boasts the largest wind turbine in the region, more than 200 solar energy panels and founded Dominica’s first sea turtle conservation program, which just received a prestigious 2012 Travel + Leisure Global Vision Award. 

The hand-built sanctuary features an oceanfront spa, wellness program with daily yoga and nature hikes, onyx-lined saltwater pool, organic cuisine, cooking classes and more. 

Visit : www.rosaliebay.com. Contact: Julie Harper, julie@madiganpratt.com 

Edinburgh’s ‘Big Ale Festival’

To 18 November.

Seven historic Edinburgh pubs, part of the Nicholsons pubs and restaurants, have come together to host the ‘Big Ale Festival’ to celebrate the best of traditional brewing.  

Seasonal ales on tap will include Hobgoblin, Ghost Ship, and Spooky Moon.  

Venues include Deacon Brodies Tavern on the Royal Mile and Haymarket in the city’s West End, with cask ales, racked up on the bar, for an authentic straight form the barrel experience.  

Other Nicholsons pubs and restaurants in York, Leeds and London are also taking part.  

Nicholsons pubs and restaurants in Edinburgh (six venues) and in Glasgow (two) invite Alliance members to visit for review or research leading to a bespoke feature.  

Visit www.nicholsonspubs.co.uk.  Contact : Simon Walton at waltonsg@uwclub.net.  

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The World Owl Trust



The World Owl Trust works on owl conservation on a global scale, and we have members in many countries around the world. 

Its conservation programmes protect populations of endangered owls until their habitat has been restored. 

This is the purpose of its Owl Centre. If it succeeds in breeding from the birds we hold they can be reintroduced back into to the wild. This has already been achieved for the European Eagle Owl and British Barn Owl. 

The Trust is a registered charity and relies heavily on the generous donations it receives from our members, supporters and visitors to the Centre.

We also run a popular owl adoption scheme.


Visit : www.owls.org. Steve Richardson @ steve@owls.org.

40 Berkeley, Chicago USA

Staying at 40 Berkeley provides a great location for enjoying the city all for a price that keeps your wallet full (starting with a huge, free hot breakfast)! 

40 Berkeley makes sure to find and organize the best deals, activities and discounts so that you can see the city, make new friends, and experience the local life for next to nothing!

Visit : www.40berkeley.com. Contact : Bria Schecker at bschecker@40berkeley.com.
The Love Loch Lomond Destination Organisation

The Love Loch Lomond Destination Organisation  brings together more than 140 businesses from the Loch Lomond and the Clyde Sea Lochs area of Scotland.

These businesses are very keen to welcome Alliance members to the area and can offer a wide range of activities, places to visit and interesting people to interview.

Love Loch Lomond members will be delighted to offer Alliance press card holder accommodation and meals on either a complimentary or negotiable basis, and time will be made available to create an itinerary for any aspect of the Love Loch Lomond area.

Visit : www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact : Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com. 
Moresby Hall, Cumbria UK

Moresby Hall is one of Cumbria's most historic homes. A Grade I listed building (circa 1620) offering stunning country guesthouse accommodation and retaining many of the original features. 
This rare property has been described as “one of the most important buildings in Cumbria" by English heritage and “totally unique and welcoming" by so many guests receiving many repeat visits and recommendations. 
Moresby Hall enjoys a semi-rural location but is close to Whitehaven, a Georgian market town within the Western Lake District.  
With a five star Gold award rating guests are sure of the quality and attention to detail in this fine home.


Visit : www.moresbyhall.co.uk. Contact : Jane Saxon at info@moresbyhall.co.uk.

	News


VisitBritain – ‘Delivering a golden legacy’

VisitBritain, the UK’s national tourism agency, has launched a consultation on a growth strategy for inbound tourism to Britain to 2020.

The aim is to be attracting 40 million visitors by 2020, a 3% year on year increase. 

The strategy, which looks to build on the showcasing of Britain around the world during the London 2012 Games, sets out four key elements:

Enhancing Britain’s image : by playing to Britain’s strengths – heritage, traditional and contemporary culture – and addressing perceived weaknesses such as natural beauty, food, value and welcome;

Ensuring Britain is on the shelf : by working with the travel trade in key markets to ensure Britain is packaged and sold;

Building on Britain’s strong product : by looking to ensure that destinations can be easily packaged and that Britain continues to meet the expectations of new visitors from growth markets; and

      Making it easier to get to the UK : by addressing barriers to growth such as aviation capacity and the visa regime.

Visit : http://www.visitbritain.com. Responses to shape the final tourism strategy are welcome to britainstrategyconsultation@visitbritain.org. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org.
South Africa

South Africa has enjoyed a number of successes in the annual World Travel Awards.

The destinations awards included :

· SAA for Best Airline

· 1Time for (Africa’s Leading Low Cost Airline) 

· Ellerman House & Villa (Africa’s Leading Luxury Villa) 

· Saxon Boutique Hotel, Villas & Spa (Africa’s Leading Luxury Hotel) 

· The Blue Train (Africa’s Leading Luxury Train) 

· Fairmont Zimbali (Africa’s Leading Tourism Development Project), and 

· Shamwari Game Reserve (Africa’s Leading Safari Lodge).

Visit : www.capetown.travel. Contact : Skye Grove at skye@capetown.travel. 

The 2015 Rugby World Cup

The Rugby World Cup is the third largest global sports event and, in 2015, is anticipated to attract 400,000 visitors to England with a worldwide TV audience of four billion.

For regular updates on the tournament, sign up to the England Rugby 2015 newsletter The Front Row.

Visit : www.rugbyworldcup.com/register/index.html. Contact: Laura Dewar at Laura.dewar@visitengland.org. 

Women Who Rock: Washington

A new exhibition at the National Museum of Women in the Arts has exclusive artefacts from international pop icons including Lady Gaga and Madonna.

Women Who Rock: Vision, Passion, Power at the National Museum of Women in the Arts showcases the achievements of women in pop culture.

It has 250 exclusive artefacts and performance videos, including hand written lyrics by Janet Jackson and Madonna, Lady Gaga’s childhood piano and infamous meat dress, instruments played by Taylor Smith, and outfits worn by Cher, Rihanna, and Madonna’s provocative outfit from her "Blonde Ambition" tour.

Several other museums across Washington, DC are also holding special exhibits this winter dedicated to celebrating inspirational women artists, including Georgia O'Keeffe at the National Gallery of Art and the Phillips Collection.

Visit : www.CapitalRegionUSA.co.uk. Contact :  Lisa Cooper at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Attraction Tickets Direct : nightclub pilgrimage to Las Vegas

Attraction Tickets Direct a running a nightclub pilgrimage to Las Vegas to enable guests to experience their new Las Vegas VIP Nightclub Tours along the Las Vegas strip.

The tour allows party-goers can hop from club to club and experience this nightclub mecca without paying excessive cover charges and waiting in long lines.

Visit : www.attraction-tickets-direct.co.uk. Contact : Kylie Jenkins at kylie@goshpr.co.uk. 

Delta Dunes, Kenya

Delta Dunes is a health retreat offering miles of beach, fresh sea-food every day and mammoth sand dunes.

The resorts Beach Bootcamp, led by trainers and nutritionists, offer the ‘ultimate body blast’ with training, body posture assessment and nutritional advice to take away, and a ‘retreat with kick-boxing, yoga and more sundowners and mudbaths on the agenda. 
Visit : www.deltadunes.co.ke. Contact : Honour Way at info@honourway.com.

The BC Association of Travel Writers

The BC Association of Travel Writers is a non-profit association connecting and supporting travel writers of all genres in British Columbia. 
The association offers low fees and simple entry applications, newsletters with travel information and contacts, industry associates, two symposia per year (May and October) featuring well-known speakers, such as Robin Esrock, and opportunities for free trips and prizes. 
Visit www.bcatw.org. Contact : Baila Lazarus at baila@shaw.ca. 

UNESCO heritage site in Vietnam’s capital to become a cultural park
Thang Long Imperial Citadel in Hanoi is set to be transformed into a cultural and historical park.

The park will cover 45,000sq m including more than 13,000sq m of archeological remains which will be preserved under glass and visible to tourist. 

Recognised as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO in 2010, the Thang Long Imperial Citadel was first discovered in late 2002 during excavation work.

It was part of a citadel system built in the 11th century that included the Dai La Citadel, which acted as a defensive rampart; and the Forbidden City, where the king and his royal family lived. 

Since its excavation, scientists have unearthed vestiges from the Ly, Tran, Le and Nguyen dynasties and date back as far as the seventh century. 

They have also found many objects from the period between the 7th and 9th centuries, when Chinese colonisers ruled Vietnam.

Visit : www.whc.unesco.org/en/list/1328. Contact : Alicia at ad@verypcc.com. 

Walking with Outlaws, Victoria, Australia

Hedonistic Hiking has launched a new day walk exploring the remote bush land of the Upper King Valley in north east Victoria, Australia, once a hideout for Ned Kelly and his outlaws. 

The 16 km walk follows a ridge with open views across the King Valley to Harry Power's lookout, the man who famously mentored Ned Kelly in his early years.  

Jackie and Mick Parsons own and operate Hedonistic Hiking, a company specialising in fully-guided gourmet walking tours in Australia and Italy.  

Visit www.hedonistichiking.com. Contact Jackie Parsons at info@hedonistichiking.com. 

Neilson Holidays

Ski tour operator Neilson Holidays has introduced a number of new offerings for the 2012/13 season including :

· Porsche ice driving in Sweden

· stays at the original ICEHOTEL

· a ‘Finer Things’ dining tour in Whistler northern lights tours, and snowmobile safaris and husky sledding.

Neilson offers 80 ski resorts around the world and to unique and off-the-beaten track destinations. 

Visit:  www.neilson.co.uk/ski. Contact : Josie Self at JosieS@hillsbalfour.com. 

The Moab Adventure Center, Utah

The Moab Adventure Center, in Eastern Utah, provides active travelers with half, full, and multi-day adventure programmes including : Moab rafting, Hummer safaris, Arches National Park tours, canyoneering, Moab mountain biking, Colorado River jet boat tours, horseback riding and hot air balloon rides. 

The Adventure Center also offers Moab lodging and Jeep rentals as well as complete Moab vacation packages.

Its programs are available from March through October.

Visit : www.westernriver.com. Contact : Sara Widness  at sara@widnesspr.com. 

	What’s on 


The Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks, UK
 22 December 2012 – 6 January 2013

The Ramblers Festival of Winter Walks has three weeks of events across England, Scotland and Wales, with walks starting in the build up to Christmas and marching right into the New Year.

Ramblers volunteers put on these walks to make the most of the winter scenery on offer in Britain.

All walks are free to join.

Visit: www.ramblers.org.uk/winterwalks. Contact : Angelah Sparg at Angelah.Sparg@ramblers.org.uk. 

The 2012 Ski and Snowboard Show, Earls Court Exhibition Centre, London

 31 October to 4 November 2012

The Ski and Snowboard Show is the UK’s largest consumer winter sports show. 

Over 60 top winter destinations, including the resorts participating in the lift pass promotion, will be represented alongside tour operators, independent holiday companies and a variety of winter sports brands and retailers. 

Visit : www.skiandsnowboard.co.uk. Contact : Elaine Jones at skiandsnowboard@frankpr.it. 

The Active Travel Show, The Outdoors Show, The London Bike Show and the Tullett Prebon London Boat Show, ExCeL London

17 – 20 January 2013

The 2nd Active Travel Show, returns to ExCeL and runs alongside The Outdoors Show, The London Bike Show and the Tullett Prebon London Boat Show.

The Active Travel Show successfully launched in 2012, The Outdoors Show has been running for 12 years, and The London Bike Show launched in 2011. 

Visit : www.theactivetravelshow.co.uk, www.thelondonbikeshow.co.uk and www.londonboatshow.com. 

Contact : Ian Chandler at Ian@vosmedia.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

G Adventures 

Rajasthan Cycling, Summer Trekking in Iceland and Autumn Along the Appalachian Trail are just three of 25 new trips in G Adventures’ expanded and enhanced programme of cycling, hiking and multi-activity trips announced for 2013.
 
G Adventures is an adventure travel pioneer offering affordable small group tours, safaris and expeditions to more than 100 countries on all continents.
The number of European trips has increased with 12 new trips on offer including the UK for the first time, with a Cumbria and Lake District trekking trip and a multi-activity Scottish Highlands Adventure.

Additionally, the grading of cycling trips has been made easier to understand with trip difficulty graded as easy, gentle, moderate, challenging or tough.
 
There are now more than 80 different trips in the active programme, which is made up of cycling, hiking and multi-activity small group adventures, all guided by an expert CEO (chief experience officer).
New trips include:
Rajasthan Cycling 

Experiencing Rajasthan on two wheels cycling through remote villages enjoying the rich and varied history of Northern India. 

Summer Trekking in Iceland  

Exploring the ever-changing geographical wonderland of Iceland, trek along the sides of volcanoes and across a frozen glacier and camp behind the mountains in a secluded campsite along the Laugavagur Trail. 

Autumn Along the Appalachian Trail 

The fall colours and friendly local hospitality while backpacking through the woods. 

Visit www.gadventures.co.uk. Contact : Casey Mead at caseym@gadventures.com 

Adleboden, Switzerland

The winter season in Adleboden opens on Saturday 15 December 2012 with the Winterylüte party along Dorfplatz.

The  Edelwiis Trechlergruppe parades through the Alpine skil village with their heavy, shoulder-mounted bells ringing in the winter.

Night time sledging

Night time sledging takes place on the TschentenAlp each Saturday from 29 December 2012 to 9 March 2013 and also on Wednesdays during February 2013.

Visit : www.tschentenalp.ch.

The AUDI FIS Ski World Cup

The 57th AUDI FIS Ski World Cup takes places in Adelboden on 12 and 13 January 2013.

The tournament attracts over 40 000 ski fans each year and starts on Friday 11 January with the World Cup Show on Märitplatz.

This open air party gives visitors the chance to meet the competitors before the giant slalom on Saturday, when the world’s best male skiers attempt the most challenging of all giant slalom courses.

The slalom race takes place on the Sunday.

Visit : www.weltcup-adelboden.ch
The Swiss Cup Adelboden Mini Tour

Following a successful introduction last winter, the Swiss Cup Adelboden Mini Tour is now an annual Swiss crosscountry ski elite meet.

It takes place from 18–20 January 2013 and comprises a sprint race in Boden, followed by a long-distance race on Saturday, culminating with the highlight of the event – the mountain race on Sunday. 

On TschentenAlp, athletes face a steep downhill descent over 3,5 km in length following a Jagdstart.

Visit : www.adelboden.ch. Contact : Adrian Roesti at a.roesti@adelboden.ch. 

For the Alliance's AllWays traveller to Adelboden visit : www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AT%20Adelboden.pdf. 
Grenada

The Caribbean island of Grenada offers a number of feature opportunities including :

Gouyave Fish Fridays 

In the northwest part of the island, Kirani’s hometown of Gouyave is known for this weekly event, when music, dance and fresh seafood are the center pieces of a street party.  

The Grand Etang National Park 

Hikers and trekkers can walk the trails along the rainforested slopes of the Park’s central mountains, which has lush flora and fauna, a large crater lake and a variety of wildlife from the Mona monkey to the Antillean crested hummingbird. 

The National Museum 

Built by the French in 1704 and part of the foundations of the Fort George complex, the museum displays Grenada’s historic artifacts and exhibits.  

Mt. Hartman Dove Sanctuary 

Not far from Woburn Bay, this sanctuary is the home of the protected Grenada Dove. Visitors can learn about the bird, which is unique to Grenada and lives in a dry thorn scrub ecosystem.

Belmont Estate 

This estate of 400 acres of lush rolling hills in the north of Grenadthe is a 300-year-old working plantation.

Gouyave Nutmeg Processing Station 

Grenada is the second largest producer of nutmegs, accounting for about 1/3 of the world's supply. Visitors can tour one of the island’s largest nutmeg factories and watch the workers select, grade and package the nutmegs.

Visit : www.grenadagrenadines.com. Contact : Stephanie Worth at Stephanie@adams-pr.com. 

Things to do for free in LA 

The Griffith Park observatory

The Griffith Park observatory has much to offer walk-in visitors for no cost with exhibitions and displays. The view from the observatory, which is atop one of the highest hilltops in the park, takes in Los Angeles below the Pacific Ocean beyond

www.griffithobs.org
The Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) 

This museum offers a free Friday night Jazz Series where jazz musicians from across the Southern California region play. 

Clubs without covers

Great dance spots without cover charges can be found in most neighbourhoods.

In Silver Lake try Akbar, in Los Feliz, The Dresden offers festive live music. Santa Monica’s Circle Bar is hot with the twenty-something crowd, and Downtown’s 740 offers free Friday night entry before 10:30pm.

Chinatown Art Nights

Chinatown Art Nights happen quarterly and are a draw for local art aficionados. The galleries in this area open their doors, showcasing many up-and-coming talents and also provide complimentary wine and refreshments.

www.chinatownla.com
Farmer’s Markets

LA has a number of Farmer’s Markets which offer free snacks and are the places where chefs seek out the freshest seasonal produce for their cuisine. 

The Original Farmers Market is a Los Angeles institution, and has been offering fresh produce, speciality foods and authentic ethnic cuisine to visitors and locals for almost 80 years.

www.farmersmarketla.com
Museums

Los Angeles boasts over 300 museums and galleries – many of them with free entry. Visitors can explore The Getty, LACMA, the Museum of Contemporary Art (MOCA) and the Huntington with its botanic gardens.

Music Festivals

Los Angeles hosts a variety of music festivals and concert series through to the end of September. 

Free events include :

· Summer Music at the Original Farmers Market Universal CityWalk, where the music and entertainment’s top emerging and established talent perform in their Music Spotlight Series, and 

· the Twilight Dance Series, which takes place on the Santa Monica Pier and showcases a different music genre every week.

Visit www.discoverlosangeles.com. Contact : Jacinta at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk. 

Loch Lomond, Scotland 

Loch Lomond is the largest loch in Great Britain by surface area and the second largest (after Loch Ness) by water volume. 

Loch Lomond contains many islands, including Inchmurrin, the largest fresh-water island in the British Isles. 

The loch is 39 kilometres (24 m) long and a maximum depth of about 190 metres (620 ft). Another of the loch's islands, Inchconnachan is home to a colony of wallaby.

Ben Lomond is the most southerly of Scotland’s Munros On a clear day, it is visible from the higher grounds of Glasgow and eastwards across the low-lying central valley of Scotland; this may have led to it being named 'Beacon Mountain', as with the equally far-seen Lomond Hills in Fife. 

Ben Lomond summit can also be seen from Ben Nevis, the highest peak in Britain, over 70 miles (110 km) away. 

Ben Lomond may host the most southerly breeding ptarmigan population in Scotland.

Autumn walking in Loch Lomond

The Love Loch Lomond area has three of Scotland’s Great Trails.

Three Lochs Way 

Linking towns and villages on the west side of Loch Lomond between Balloch and Inveruglas, the Three Lochs Way is a varied, scenic and generally low-level 52 kilometre (32.3miles) route which can easily be walked in three to four days.

The route also offers lots of attractive and interesting options for people seeking shorter day walks - and with some great downhill sections, mountain bikers are sure to enjoy the Three Lochs Way too. Total ascent over the whole route is approximately 900 metres.

Now with a free smartphone app.

Visit : www.threelochsway.co.uk
The West Highland Way 

The 154Km (96miles) route starts at Milngavie, follows the shores of Loch Lomond, passing Ben Lomond, through Glen Falloch and then on north out of the LLL area. 

Visit : www.west-highland-way.co.uk.

Rob Roy Way

This long distance walk (148km/ 92.5 miles) uses part of National Cycle Route 7, forest paths, farmland tracks, dismantled railway track and minor roads. The Rob Roy Way starts at Drymen and passes through Aberfoyle, Callander and then proceeds eastwards out of the LLL area. 

Visit : www.robroyway.com.

Visit : www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact : Contact : Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Ebrington Arms , Gloucestershire UK

The Ebrington Arms is a 17th Century inn, set in the rolling hills of the Cotswolds at Ebrington

Nr. Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire.
The village itself is located in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty well known for its walking opportunities.
The pub offers award-winning food (awarded 2 rosettes by The Michelin Guide), award-winning ales (winner of the CAMRA North Cotswolds Pub of the Year three times in a row) and 5 en-suite rooms with countryside views and original features. 
Visit : www.theebringtonarms.co.uk. Contact : Anna Sharp at AnnaSharp@ASharpPR.com. 
About Oriental Residence Bangkok

The Oriental Residence Bangkok offers accommodation surrounded by a lush enclave in the centre of the city. 

The residence Feature 145 serviced residences ideal for extended stays, a signature Chinese restaurant, the chic Café Claire and the Play Deck.

The Oriental Residence Bangkok is part of the ONYX Hospitality Group, which operates four hotel brands – Saffron, Amari, Shama  and OZO.The Thailand-based hotel management company also manages a portfolio of independently owned or franchised properties throughout Thailand.

ONYX will be delighted to consider providing accommodation for Alliance press card holders on a case by case basis.

Visit www.onyx-hospitality.com. Contact : Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfour.com.

Seaweed Luxury Villa, Jamaica

The Seaweed Luxury Villa opens as part of Jakes Hotel in the small seaside fishing village of Treasure Beach on Jamaica’s south coast.

Jakes is a boutique resort of cottages within the grounds and bespoke villas nearby.

Visit : www.jakeshotel.com. Contact : Jen Holman at jen.holman@bespokehotels.com. 

Centara Hotels & Resorts

Eleven Centara Hotels & Resorts properties have been listed by TripAdvisor as being amongst the top-ranked hotels in their locality. The rankings are based on ratings supplied by guests and travellers, who mark the properties in a range of five categories, from “excellent” to “terrible”.  

The eleven properties are :

· Centara Grand Mirage Beach Resort Pattaya

· Centara Pattaya Hotel and Nova Hotel & Spa Pattaya in Krabi 

· Centara Grand Beach Resort & Villas Krabi and Centara Anda Dhevi Resort & Spa in Chaweng 

· Centara Grand Beach Resort Samui in Karon Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket in Trat

· Centara Chaan Talay Resort & Villas Trat on Koh Chang 

· Koh Chang Tropicana Resort & Spa in Klaeng

· Centara Sappaya Design Resort Rayong as one of the top B&Bs and on Vietnam’s Phu Quoc Island 

· Chen Sea Resort & Spa Phu Quoc.

Centara Hotels & Resorts is Thailand's leading operator of hotels, with 38 deluxe and first-class properties covering all the major tourist destinations in the Kingdom. 

A further 16 resorts, Maldives, Vietnam, Bali Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Mauritius Indian Ocean, brings the present total to 54 properties.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. contact : Kanokros Sakdanares at kanokrossa@chr.co.th. 

The Ebrington Arms, Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire

The Ebrington Arms is Cotswold country pub offering award-winning food (awarded 2 rosettes by The Michelin Guide) and ales (winner of the CAMRA North Cotswolds Pub of the Year 3 times in a row).

The pub has five en-suite rooms, each with countryside views and original features. 
Dating back to 1640, The Ebrington Arms is located in the rolling hills of the Cotswolds and two miles from Chipping Campden, which is in an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and known for its walking opportunities.
Visit : www.theebringtonarms.co.uk. Contact : Anna Sharp at anna@asharppr.com.
Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa Mauritius

Centara Hotels & Resorts has made its first move into Mauritius with the soft opening of Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa Mauritius set for December 2012.

The Republic of Mauritius is an island nation off the southeast coast of Africa, in the Indian Ocean.The island enjoys a rich cultural legacy with its Portuguese, Dutch, French, British and Indian influences and has a diversity of landscapes, whether inland and along its white sand beaches.

Located at Poste Lafayette on the northeast coast of the island, the low-rise Centara Poste Lafayette Resort & Spa has a beach with its own lagoon and reef to one side and a mountain to the other.  

It is a one-hour drive from the island’s Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam International Airport, which has worldwide connections via airlines that include British Airways, Air France, Emirates, and the domestic airline Air Mauritius.

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Contact : Sharan Berry at sharanb@avenuesales.co.uk. 

In Vietnam

Ampersand Travel, the expert Southeast Asian tour operator, highlights new hotel openings and attractions in Vietnam.

Angsara Lang Co

The latest outpost of this small hotel group, Angsara Lang Co is to launch this November against a backdrop of the white sands of Lang Co beach and the peaks of the Truong Son Mountains. 

Visit : www.angsara.com.

InterContinental Danang Sun Peninsula Resort

Located in the rainforest-covered mountains of the Son Tra Peninsula, the Bill Bensley-designed InterContinental Danang Sun Peninsula Resort opened in May this year. 

Visit : www.ichotelsgroup.com.

Nam Hai, Hoi An

Located on Vietnam’s China Beach, The Nam Hai has is located in an old fishing village decorated with colourful lanterns and crumbling temples.

Visit : www.themanhai.com.

The Metropole in Hanoi 

The Metropole, a French colonial-style hotel,  has opened a wartime bomb bunker up to tourists and guests who are keen to explore the city’s recent past. 

This bunker was discovered by construction workers in 2011. In the debris they found old wine bottles, still intact light bulbs, graffiti and other eerie reminder of the war that ended almost forty years ago. 

Visit : www.sofitel.com. 

Visit : www.ampersandtravel.com. Contact : Alicia at ad@verypcc.com. 

Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht

The five star Amsterdam Prinsengracht will open on 23 November 2012, on the site of the former public library.The hotel is locate by the Prince Canal - part of the canal ring that was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List in 2010.  

The Andaz group has hotels in London, New York and Shanghai.

Visit : www.amsterdam.prinsengracht.andaz.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

The Arch London

The Arch London was inspired by the nearby London landmark, Marble Arch, and the local neighbourhood. It spans seven Grade II-listed townhouses and two mews homes.

Installations of commissioned art by emerging British artists can be found throughout the hotel.

The Arch London has achieved several awards this year, having been voted one of the Top 25 Trendiest Hotels in the UK on TripAdvisor and Most Popular UK Hotel by members of Small Luxury Hotels of the World. 

Visit : www.thearchlondon.com. Contact : Jenni at jenni@rivapr.co.uk. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities
	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The card is currently available to UK based journalis only. The Alliance is looking to extend the initiative worldwide.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952



	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Appendix one 

	Ongoing opportunities for Alliance press card holders
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities

	· 40Berkeley, Boston
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· EUROPA-PARK, Germany
· Experience Nottinghamshire
· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Generator Hostels, Europe
· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana

· Kempinski Hotels Worldwide
· La Residencia Mallorca

· Love Loch Lomond, Scotland
	· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada,and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· OAM Hotels, Thailand
· The Oetker Collection, Europe
· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours 

· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Rushton Hall, Northamptonshire, UK 

· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Shama and Shama Luxe, Asia
· Shakespeare Country

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· VisitCornwall
· Welcome to Yorkshire, UK
· Wilderness Scotland 

· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




40Berkeley, Boston
40Berkeley, located in the heart of Boston, is New England’s largest hostel and a leading budget traveler destinations on the East Coast. It is one of HostelWorld’s Top 10 Hostels in the US.  

40Berkeley will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders able to profile the hostel in their features.

Visit : 

www.40Berkeley.com
Contact : 
Oliver Mernick-Levene at 40berkeleyhostel@gmail.com.

Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.adventurecat.com  
Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : 

www.africasafariholidays.net 

Contact : 
Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : 

www.visitbath.co.uk  

Contact : 
Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : 

www.broadwaycollection.com  

Contact : 
Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester, UK 
Sightseeing tour BusyBus, will host Alliance press card holders (with a guest) on a review basis. 

Visit: 

www.busybus.co.uk  

Contact : 
Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District. The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : 

www.castleinncumbria.co.uk 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

 Visit : 

www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk 
Contact: 
Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.

Visit: 

www.charminghotelsmadeira.com 
Contact: 
Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : 

www.ciclismoclassico.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago 
Contact : 
Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
EUROPA-PARK

EUROPA-PARK, which is Germany’s biggest theme park, located in the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares.

EUROPA-PARK will be delighted to offer complimentary entrance press card holders plus one other where they have a written commission and on presentation of the card.

Visit : 

www.europapark.com
Contact : 
presse@europapark.com. 

Experience Nottinghamshire 

Experience Nottinghamshire invites Alliance press card holders to visit Robin Hood country. There will be the chance to see the Major Oak in Sherwood Forest, try your hand at archery, visit England’s oldest pub and meet Robin Hood himself on a special guided tour. 
Website: 

www.experiencenottinghamshire.com/robin-hood
Contact: 

Erin Huckle at erin.huckle@experiencenottinghamshire.com 
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : 

www.focushotels.co.uk 
Contact : 
Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  

www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk 
Contact: 
Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  

www.frontierstravel.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice.The group has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors worldwide each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013.
Generator Hostels will be delighted to consider review accommodation to Alliance press card holders.
Visit : 


www.generatorhostels.com. 
Contact : 

Christien Jansen at Christien Jansen@generatorhostels.com.

Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit :

www.ghotw.com 

Contact : 
Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.haweswaterhotel.com 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: 

www.helpfulholidays.com 
Contact: 
Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil.  Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :

www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com  

Contact : 
Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : 

www.holidaylettings.co.uk 
Contact: 
Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : 

www.homebase-hols.com 
Contact : 
Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : 

www.innonfifth.com 
Contact : 
Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Kempinski Hotels worldwide 

Hoteliers since 1897, Kempinski has travelled the world in search of the most fascinating destinations without ever forgetting the finest traditions of its European heritage. 
With luxury holiday resorts, business and Spa hotels around the world, every Kempinski Hotel is unique, designed for guests who value five star holidays and luxury getaways.
Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: 


www.kempinski.com
Contact: 

Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com
Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  

www.kerdowneybotswana.com 
Contact : 
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.laresidencia.com  

Contact : 
Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Love Loch Lomond, Scotland 
Love Loch Lomond is a group of tourism operators passionate about the Loch Lomond and Clyde Sea Lochs area will be delighted to host press visits for Alliance press card holders as well as to offer a range of story ideas and activities. 
Visit: 

www.lovelochlomond.com

Contact: 
Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com

Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : 
www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  

Contact : 
Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders who are in the city on an assignment. 
Visit: 

 www.parismarriott.com  
Contact:
 Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : 

www.mircorp.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.circleline42.com 
Contact: 
Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
OAM Hotels

OAM Hotels are a collection of seven smaller properties that provide quality accommodation in four key Thai destinations :

· two City Lodge properties in Bangkok and Pattaya 
· the Nova Gold Hotel and Nova Platinum Hotel in South Pattaya 
· a nature resort in Angkhang in the north of Thailand
· Loei Palace Hotel in Loei, and 
· the Vogue Resort & Spa Ao Nang in Krabi.
OAM Hotels will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : 

www.oamhotels.com 

Contact : 
Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 
The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels

The Oetker Collection - Masterpiece Hotels are one-of-a-kind, five-star hotels individually designed, with a unique character and distinctive atmosphere. 

They are situated in some of the world's most appealing locations, such as Antibes, Baden-Baden, Marrakesh, Paris and Vence.

The Oetker Collection will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders - on a case-by-case basis.

Visit :

www.oetkercollection.com
Contact : 
Julia Perowne at jp@verypcc.com
Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : 

www.pembrokeshire.com  

Contact: 
Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.icelandbike.com  

Contact : 
Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  

www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com 
Contact :  
Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa, Northamptonshire

Rushton Hall Hotel and Spa offers guests the chance to stay in what has been a stately home in rural Northampton since 1438.

Everything about Rushton Hall is grand from the moment you pass through its heavy timber doors.  Most stunning, however, is the great hall with its magnificent timber roofing, ornate plasterwork, stained glass windows and fireplace.

Rushton Hall will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders.

Visit : 

www.rushtonhall.com
Contact : 
jacky Mcaulay at j.Mcaulay@rushtonhall.com. 

Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.thesaillofts.co.uk  

Contact: 
Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk 
Shama and Shama Luxe

Shama and premier brand Shama Luxe is a collection of Asia based luxury boutique serviced apartments.

Shama: 

	Shama Sukhumvit, Bangkok 

Shama Causeway Bay, Hong Kong 

Shama Central, Hong Kong 

Shama Fortress Hill, Hong kong 

Shama Hollywood, Hong Kong 
	Shama Midlevels, Hong kong 

Shama Tsim Sha Tsui, Hong kong 

Shama Wanchai, Hong Kong 

Shama Century Park, Shanghai 

Shama Xujiahui, Shanghai


Shama Luxe: 

Shama Luxe Grand Central, Dalian 

Shama Luxe Xintiandi, Shanghai 

Shama luxe Huashan, Shanghai

Shama and brand Shama Luxe will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : 

www.shama.com 

Contact : 
Jessica Flood AT JessicaF@hillsbalfour.com. 

Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : 

www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk 
Contact : 
Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  

www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk  

Contact : 
Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : 

www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com 
Contact: 
Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : 

www.theExplorateur.com 
Contact 
Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : 
www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 
Contact : 
Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 

www.tipiadventure.co.uk 
Contact : 
Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.tongabezi.com 
Contact :
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : 

www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com 
Contact : 
Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : 

www.VisitOrlando.com/media 

Contact : 
Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
VisitCornwall

Cornwall is located in the far west of Great Britain on a peninsula pointing into into the Atlantic Ocean, and with 300 miles of coastline.

Cornwall is also the location of mainland Great Britain's most southerly promontory, The Lizard, and one of the UK’s most westerly points, Land's End, while a few miles off shore and even further west is an archipelago of tiny islands that make up the Isles of Scilly.

For Alliance press card holders visiting Cornwall with suitable commissions, VisitCornwall will be pleased to offer bespoke itinerary arrangements and assist in negotiating complimentary or reduced rate accommodation and entry to attractions and activities.
Visit : 



www.visitcornwall.com 

Contact : Julia Hughes

julia.hughes@visitcornwall.com 

Welcome to Yorkshire

Welcome to Yorkshire, which is the official Destination Management agency for the English county of Yorkshire, has one clear priority, to make Yorkshire the most popular destination in the UK for business and leisure. 
In just two years Welcome to Yorkshire has grown the value of the county's tourism and visitor economy from £5.9bn to £7bn per annum.
Welcome to Yorkshire will be delighted to consider press trip opportunities for Alliance press card holders with an appropriate commission.

Visit : 

www.yorkshire.com/mediacentre
Contact : 
Graham Poucher at gpoucher@yorkshire.com 
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :

www.wildernessscotland.com 
Contact: 
Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: 

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk 
Contact: 
Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


	[image: image54.jpg]The Intemational





[image: image55.jpg]



	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 125 : October 2012                                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 
· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Ongoing press trip opportunities 

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 


	
[image: image56.png]The ntemationol
Travel Wiiters

lionce

The Intemnational Travel
Wiiters Aliance

Press Card

Ashley Gibbins

Membership No: ITWA 10102
Expires: End May 2013




	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Section two for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance has launched its Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Pullman London St Pancras

Pullman, the upscale international hotel brand of the Accor group, has opened its first Pullman branded hotel in the UK.

The Pullman London St Pancras, follows a comprehensive refurbishment of the previous Novotel on the site.Situated close to King’s Cross St Pancras, the hotel features 312 bedrooms, with panoramic views of the London skyline, and a restaurant and bar named Golden Arrow. 
Visit : www.pullmanhotels.com.For press stay requests contact Sarah Stevens at accor@grayling.com. 
Jonglez Publishing

Jonglez Publishing has added to its collection of guides with Sectre Amsterdam, Secret Rome and Private Islands for rent. Alliance members can obtain review copies of these guides.
Visit : www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Alexandre Thery at alexandre@jonglezpublishing.com. 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Experience Nottinghamshire

Experience Nottinghamshire is the official Destination Management Organisation (DMO) for Nottinghamshire. 

Funded by Nottingham City Council and Nottinghamshire County Council, EN actively promote tourism and local businesses in the visitor economy.

The team provide a range of services for journalists, businesses and industry professionals seeking up-to-date and factual information about the destination. 

EN promote all manner of venues to leisure and business tourists via the destination website, through the Nottingham Tourism Centre and in the official visitor guide."


Visit : www.experiencenottinghamshire.com. Contact : Erin Huckle at erin.huckle@experiencenottinghamshire.com.

Glasgow 2014 

Glasgow 2014 has been set up to deliver the XX Commonwealth Games and committed to delivering an outstanding athlete centred and sport-focused Games.

Key partners are the Scottish Government, Glasgow City Council and Commonwealth Games Scotland, we are, which will be held up as an exemplar for future Organising Committees.

Visit : www.Glasgow2014.com. Contact : Iain Clark at Iain.Clark@Glasgow2014.com 

Traveleyes

The founder of Traveleyes is the blind traveller, world award winning entrepreneur and TV/film director Amar Latif, 36, who became 95% blind by the age of 19 and subsequently discovered that access to world travel for a blind person was fraught with pitfalls, problems, rejections and restrictions. 

His answer was to create Traveleyes, the first such international company (not a charity) in the world. 

Latif has been the recipient of numerous awards, including: 'The Outstanding Young Person' of the world award and Business and Entrepreneurial, 2005 Chamber of Commerce International.


Visit : www.traveleyes-international.com. Contact : Amar Latif at amar@traveleyes-international.com.

Wolf & Badger


Wolf & Badger is an independent fashion and lifestyle boutique with an international reputation.

Visit : www.wolfandbadger.com. Sophie
Cobbold at sophie@wolfandbadger.com. 

Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice.
Generator Hostels has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors from around the world each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013.
Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at Christien.Jansen@generatorhostels.com. 
Banos - Ecuador

High in the Ecuadorian Andes, the small town of Banos attracts pilgrims, volcanologists, hikers, climbers, bikers, rafters, and tourists, which is located only three-and-a-half hours from Quito,
Visit : www.banos-ecuador.com. Contact : Daniel Villegas at info@banos-ecuador.com.

Agencies

Johanna Campbell


Johanna Campbell is a highly experienced media trip planner and guide. She handles PR projects for tourism clients, representing lovelochlomond.com and welcomes media trip enquiries for this area. 
Loch Lomond is a great area for autumn breaks and trip support is available.

Visit : www.johannacampbell.co.uk. Contact : Johanna Campbell at johanna@johannacampbell.co.uk.

	News


Loosecubes

Loosecubes is a private, peer-to-peer workspace sharing community where you can book a free place to work for the day in hundreds of offices around the world. 

Visit : www.loosecubes.com. 

Visit Britain

VisitBritain has used the end of London 2012 Games to launch the next stage of the multi-million pound GREAT campaign that aims to see Britain breaking visitor records. 

To capitalise on the Olympics led increase in global interest in Britain, a major marketing push has gone live with airlines, hotel companies and tour operators offering deals to foreign visitors.

In partnership with  British Airways, £5m will be invested in the US, India, China, Japan and the Middle East, encouraging people to come to Britain for their Christmas shopping and the January sales. 

To help capture the youth market VisitBritain has partnered with STA Travel and is working within their retail outlets and University Campuses to promote Britain for music, culture and shopping. 
A digital campaign will also be rolled out with Expedia in the key markets of France, Germany and Italy. 
A shopping campaign with Virgin Australia is also underway, with a mixture of digital, radio, print and trade advertising.

Visit : media.visitbritain.com. Contact : David Leslie at David.Leslie@visitbritain.org
World tourism

With a record 467 million tourists travelling in the first half of 2012, international tourism remains set to reach one billion tourists by the end of the year says the UNWTO.

Despite concerns over the global economy, international tourism demand continues to show resilience. 

The number of international tourists worldwide grew by 5% between January and June 2012 compared to the same period of 2011 (22 million more). 

Although a slight slowdown in growth can be expected for the rest of the year, international arrivals are forecast to exceed one billion by the end of 2012.

Visit : www.unwto.org. Contact : media@unwto.org. 

Europa-Park, Germany

Europa-Park, which is Germany’s biggest theme park, has been voted second "Best Park" worldwide at the Golden Ticket Awards made by US-magazine “Amusement Today

The park is located in the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares.

Visit : www.europapark.com and www.goldenticketawards.com. Contact : Dominik Seitz at presse@europapark.com. 
Sports tourism in South Africa

South Africa will continue backing sporting codes bidding to host international events and tournaments.

The country held the rugby and soccer world cups and will look to assist smaller sports to bid for events and to host those events.

Sport tourism has surged to in recent years and the country receives R6 billion in revenue annually only from sports tourism.

Visit : www.southafrica.net. Contact : Kgomotso Ramothea at kgomotso@southafrica.net. 

Majete Wildlife Reserve, Malawi

Four lions have been relocated to the Majete Wildlife Reserve situated in the lower Shire River valley of Malawi. 

Visit: www.malawitourism.com. Contact Kelly White at enquiries@malawitourism.com 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

New EcoCamp Wildlife Safari cycling in Patagonia 

Cascada Expediciones has launched a new Wildlife Safari program in Torres del Paine National Park in Patagonia for 2012/13. 

Safari travellers staying at EcoCamp Patagonia, Cascada’s sustainable lodge in the heart of the park, can choose between new cycling adventures, guided treks and wildlife excursions each day, 

Visit : www.cascada.traveland www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls USA

The Fashion Outlets of Niagara Falls USA features 150 brand name outlets like Polo Ralph Lauren, Burberry, Banana Republic, Off 5th Saks Fifth Avenue, Coach, Calvin Klein, Eddie Bauer, Fossil,  Oakley, and Tommy Hilfiger brand outlet stores just minutes from the Falls, the Canadian border, area hotels and casinos.

Visit : www.fashionoutletsniagara.com and www.fashionoutlets.com . Contact : Julie Clark at jclark@fashionoutlets.com.

The Langham Place, Mongkok, Hong Kong

The Langham Place, Mongkok, Hong Kong has opened its new dining rooms at the two-Michelin star jewel, Ming Court under the guidance of Executive Chef – Tsang Chiu King.

Visit : www.langhamhotels.com. Contact : Alka Datwani at alka.datwani@langhamhotels.com.

The Hotel Gold Coast City, Ghana

The five-star Kempinski Hotel Gold Coast City will open early 2013 close to the Accra International Conference Centre, State House and National Theatre.

Ghana is at the forefront of Africa’s economic renaissance. Ghana is the first country in the region to meet the UN’s Millennium Development Goal of halving poverty by 2015. 

Accra, the capital city stretches along the Atlantic coast and north into the country’s interior. Combining nineteenth century British colonial buildings with modern skyscrapers, Accra is the economic hub of the nation and a centre for culture, tourism and nightlife. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/accra. 

Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com 
	What’s on 


27th Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival 

19 October to 11 November 2012

The Annual Fort Lauderdale International Film Festival (FLIFF) has over 200 films and 30 parties in Lauderdale, Hallandale, Hollywood, Weston, Sunrise, Pompano as well as aboard yachts on the IntraCoastal Waterway. 

Visit : www.fliff.com. 
Contact: Jan Mitchell at info@fliff.com.

The Exbury Ghost Train, The New Forest UK

27 October to 4 November 2012

 

Exbury Gardens in Hampshire, England, belongs to a branch of the Rothschild family. It is situated in the village of Exbury to the east of Beaulieu.

The Exbury Gardens Railway follows a one and a quarter mile circular route on a 12 ¼” gauge and is a fine way to see the gardens. The Exbury Ghost Train is a 35 minute themed “Phantom-mime” for Halloween which can be followed by Exbury’s Spooky Tree Trail around the Gardens.

Visit : www.exbury.co.uk. Contact : Nigel Philpott at nigel.philpott@exbury.co.uk. 

The Reiterlesmarkt in Rothenburg ob der Tauber, Germany 

30 November to 23 December  2012

The medieval town of Rothenburg, Germany has been staging its Christmas Market since the 15th century and the event, which has changed little in 500 years, takes over the market square area during the festive season.

The highlight of the market is the appearance of the Rothenburger Reiterle. At one time the thought of this mythical, wild horseman arriving brought trepidation and dread to the towns folk. Today a friendlier version is used to attract thousands to the market.

Rothenburg is a town in the Franconia region of Bavaria, Germany.

Visit : www.rothenburg.de. Contact : Annemieke Böttger at annemieke.boettger@rothenburg.de. 
The Sacramento Harvest Festival

16 to 18 November 2012

The annual Sacramento Harvest Festival is the largest indoor arts and crafts shows on the West Coast, with over 24,000 unique handmade gifts made in America. 

Visit : www.harvestfestival.com. Contact: Frances Larose at larosegroup@gmail.com.

2013 Adventure Race World Championship, Costa Rica

First two weeks of November 2013

Costa Rica will be hosting the 2013 Adventure Race World Championship, with racers from around 30 countries participating in multiple adventure sports in a gruelling race over 700km. 

Costa Rica Sun Tours arrange adventure tours including surfing, river rafting, kayaking, scuba diving, mountain biking, hiking, rappelling, canyoning and zip line canopy tours. 

Visit : www.arworldseries.com, www.crsuntours.com and www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Dallas “Art in October”


The Dallas Arts District stages its third annual Art in October with more than 170 events.

The month-long art celebration spotlights the district’s organisations, venues, exhibitions and programmes.

Visit : www.thedallasartsdistrict.org Contact: Veletta Forsythe Lill at bcleary@dallascvb.com.

Halifax Art Festival, Daytona Beach, Florida

3 and 4 November 2012
 
The 50th annual Halifax Art Festival is the 2nd oldest continual art festival in Florida and attracts over 30,000 visitors.  
This free festival, takes place in Riverfront Park on historic downtown Beach Street, Daytona Beach and features over 200 juried artists and artisans exhibiting original works of art for purchase.  
Visit : www.HalifaxArtFestival.com. Contact: Pat Masotti-Abernathy at pmasotti@msn.com.

Mountain Mandarin Festival, Auburn, California
16, 17, 18 November 2012

The 18th Annual Mountain Mandarin Festival celebrates the new crop of foothills-grown Mandarin oranges, a Mandarin recipe cooking contest, professional chef demonstrations, food, crafts and activities featuring the Mandarin orange.

Placer County growers will sell thousands of pounds of fresh Mandarin oranges and gift baskets accompanied by all the free samples you like. 
The Festival is held under the autumn-leaved trees of the Gold Country Fairgrounds and their golds, rusts and burgundies are punctuated with the bright orange globes of Mandarins everywhere you turn. 
More than 200 vendors of quality gift items also sell Mandarin scented lotions, soaps, and candles, along with artist-crafted jewelry, home accessories, and holiday items. 


Visit : www.mandarinfestival.com. Contact : Contact : Karen Spencer at kespencer@ncbb.net
Saratoga Restaurant Week

November 30 - December 6, 2012

Saratoga is a city in Santa Clara County, California and directly west of San Jose, in the San Francisco Bay area. 
The Saratoga Restaurant Week  has establishments throughout the city offering prix fixe menus consisting of three items for one price plus tax & tip!

Three-Course Dinner for $10, $20 or $3o. Lunch Specials for  $5 or $10
Visit : www.discoversaratoga.org/restaurantweek. Contact Connie at connie@discoversaratoga.org 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Loch Lomond, Scotland 

Loch Lomond is the largest loch in Great Britain by surface area and the second largest (after Loch Ness) by water volume. 

Loch Lomond contains many islands, including Inchmurrin, the largest fresh-water island in the British Isles. 

The loch is 39 kilometres (24 m) long and a maximum depth of about 190 metres (620 ft). Another of the loch's islands, Inchconnachan is home to a colony of wallaby.

Ben Lomond is the most southerly of Scotland’s Munros On a clear day, it is visible from the higher grounds of Glasgow and eastwards across the low-lying central valley of Scotland; this may have led to it being named 'Beacon Mountain', as with the equally far-seen Lomond Hills in Fife. 

Ben Lomond summit can also be seen from Ben Nevis, the highest peak in Britain, over 70 miles (110 km) away. It may also host the most southerly breeding ptarmigan population in Scotland.

Autumn walking in Loch Lomond

The Love Loch Lomond area has three of Scotland’s Great Trails.

Three Lochs Way 

Linking towns and villages on the west side of Loch Lomond between Balloch and Inveruglas, the Three Lochs Way is a varied, scenic and generally low-level 52 kilometre (32.3miles) route which can easily be walked in three to four days.

The route also offers lots of attractive and interesting options for people seeking shorter day walks - and with some great downhill sections, mountain bikers are sure to enjoy the Three Lochs Way too. Total ascent over the whole route is approximately 900 metres.

Now with a free smartphone app.

Visit : www.threelochsway.co.uk
The West Highland Way 

The 154Km (96miles) route starts at Milngavie, follows the shores of Loch Lomond, passing Ben Lomond, through Glen Falloch and then on north out of the LLL area. 

Visit : www.west-highland-way.co.uk.

Rob Roy Way

This long distance walk (148km/ 92.5 miles) uses part of National Cycle Route 7, forest paths, farmland tracks, dismantled railway track and minor roads. 

The Rob Roy Way starts at Drymen and passes through Aberfoyle, Callander and then proceeds eastwards out of the LLL area. 

Visit : www.robroyway.com.

Visit : www.lovelochlomond.com. Contact: Johanna Campbell at Johanna@johannacampbell.com

The Rhône Valley region, France

The Rhône wine region in Southern France is situated in the Rhône river valley and produces fine wines major appellation in production volume the Côtes du Rhône AOC.

Traditional wine making break in the Ardèche

The chance to discover traditional wine making techniques including a visit to the Château de Crussol and a chance to sample local cuisine and wines. 

Visit : www.larpenteur-tours.com
Award winning wine villages

Chusclan & Laudun in the Gard have recently been rewarded for promoting sustainable development and traditions through wine. 

There is a sign-posted trail about wine growing and guided tours of the village including visits to local wine domains. In mid-October villagers celebrate “Les Vendanges de l’Histoire”, a festival where the whole village travels back in time to a winegrower’s life in the 1900’s. 

Visit : www.domainelanoria and www.laudunchusclanvignerons.com.

Tour the Mont Ventoux on your electric solex

One of the Tour de France’s most challenging stages, the Piemont du Mont Ventoux also offers a terrain for local wine growers. Terraventoux offers visitors the chance to enjoy the scenery and explore the vineyards without the strain travelling on electric solexes with wine tastings and a picnic along the way. 

Visit : www.terraventoux.com.

Make your own wine

Visitors can create their own wines by blending grape-varieties from the Rhône Valley. Visit: www.provenceguide.co.uk. 

Truffle Proclamation

Upper Vaucluse is the heart of truffle country and the village of Richerenches owes its ranking as an “Outstanding Good Taste Site” to the black diamond.  The town marks the opening of its famous market for black truffles on 17 November with truffles are on the menu in local restaurants from noon. 

Visit : www.provenceguide.com.

The Rhône Valley on horseback

There’s the chance to discover the beauty of the Rhône valley on a guided horse trek through the vineyards and picturesque French villages. 

The treks are suitable for both beginners and the more able horseman with several different routes to choose from. For the more adventurous night time treks are also proposed with stunning views of the landscape and a chance to witness Ardèche under the stars. 

Visit : www.ardeche-guide.com.

Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@firstpr.co.uk. 
Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, Dominican Republic

The Path of the Goat is a historical tour which will walk participants through the 30-year dictatorship of Rafael Leonidas Trujillo (1930-1961), the region’s cruelest dictator. 

The name of the tour takes on the tyrant’s local nickname, “The Goat” and the three-hour tour is carried out in cars from the fifties. 

Highlights include Museum of Dominican Resistance, in the Colonial Section, which features an overview of the dictatorship; the Presidential Palace; the “Plaza de la Cultura,” where the dictator’s official residence once stood and the monument built in the site where Trujillo was shot and killed.  

Visit : www.accessdr.com and www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Trinidad and Tobago and the International Coastal Cleanup

Trinidad and Tobago has joined the global community in hosting the 2012 International Coastal Cleanup (ICC).

Over the past 25 years, the Ocean Conservancy’s International Coastal Cleanup has become the world’s largest volunteer effort for ocean health. 
Nearly nine million volunteers from 152 countries and locations have cleaned 145 million pounds of trash from the shores of lakes, streams, rivers, and the ocean on just one day each year.

Last year, over 3,000 volunteers removed 24,633 lbs. (approx 11,173 kg) of debris from the coastlines of Trinidad and Tobago. 

This year, 23 beaches have been cleaned with 18 in Trinidad and five in Tobago.

For Trinidad and Tobago visit : www.gotrinidadandtobago.com. Contact : Carla Cupid-Greene at ccupid-greene@tdc.co.tt.

For the Ocean Conservancy visit : www.oceanconservancy.org. Contact : Tim McHugh at tmchugh@oceanconservancy.org. 
Norsk Høstfest, Minot, North Dakota 
Norsk Høstfest, held every September is North America's largest Scandinavian festival, and celebrates the food, heritage and culture of the five Nordic countries. 
The four-day event offers authentic Scandinavian fare like lutefisk, lefse and sweet Danish aebelskivers. 
Now in its its 35th year, the Norsk Høstfest annually attracts more than 55,000 people 
Visit : www.hostfest.com. Contact: Pam Davy at hostfest@minot.com
Narrowboat holidays in Britain

Drifters is the flagship organisation for narrowboat holidays in Britain. 
Comprising independent boat hire fleets, and working in partnership with Canal & River Trust, the Drifters brand represents nearly 500 boats to choose from. 
There are over 2000 miles of waterways for available via Drifters including : 

The  ‘Stream in the Sky’ in North Wales

At over 38 metres high and 305 metres long, the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct (The Stream in the Sky), is a feat of engineering. 

With not even a hand rail on the south side of the aqueduct there are panoramic views of the Dee Valley 126ft below.

The Grand Union Canal in Northamptonshire

The moorings at Gayton on the Grand Union Canal in Northamptonshire is one of the most popular in the country.  

It is easy to get to being a shiort distance from junction 15a of the M1, and offers a variety of cruising routes for boaters.

Bath and Bristol on the Kennet & Avon Canal

Staring from Sydney Wharf in the centre of the World Heritage City of Bath to historic Bradford on Avon.

Yorkshire and the Standedge Tunnel

At 3.25miles long, Standedge is the highest, longest and deepest canal on the UK canal system.  

A canal boat holiday in Yorkshire can include a trip through the Calder Valley, then onto the Huddersfield Broad to the Standedge Tunnel.  

Warwick Castle and rural villages

Boaters hiring a boat from Napton can travel the Warwickshire Ring, including Warwick Castle and Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Visit www.drifters.co.uk. Contact Debbie Walker at walker.debbie@sky.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

40Berkeley, Boston

40Berkeley, located in the heart of Boston, is New England’s largest hostel and a leading budget traveler destinations on the East Coast. It is one of HostelWorld’s forTop 10 Hostels in the US.  

40Berkeley will be delighted to talk to Alliance members about providing accommodation for features including :
Boston on a Budget: Our view on the best local places to eat, drink and party without breaking the bank - where do our guests love the best? 

A true Boston perception - what do our guests really think about Boston, New England and the States and why do they want to visit us? 

Boston with a conscience – the hostel is a partner with the non-profit organization, FOCUS: For Our Communities - how can other Boston companies maintain a socially responsible program and healthy profits? 

Visit : www.40Berkeley.com. Contact : Oliver Mernick-Levene at 40berkeleyhostel@gmail.com.

The Wellesley, Knightsbridge, London

The Wellesley, a 36-room luxury townhouse hotel in Knightsbridge, will open in December 2012.

The interior will combine the building’s 1920s art deco design with modern additions. 

The Wellesley will incorporate a Cigar Lounge & Terrace – featuring the UK’s largest bespoke humidor – The Crystal Bar with its Whisky and Cognac wall, the Oval Restaurant, and a dedicated Jazz Room which is to showcase both established and up-and-coming jazz acts.

Visit : www.thewellesley.co.uk. Contact : Louise Swain at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk.

Hilton Istanbul Kozyataği

Hilton Worldwide is to open the Hilton Istanbul Kozyataği Conference Center & Spa branded property on the Asian side of Istanbul. It joins 40 hotels across Turkey that are either currently trading or under development.

Visit: www.hiltonworldwide.com. Contact : Ketaki Narain at ketaki.narain@hilton.com. 

The Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay, Turkey

The Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay, which is located  in the Anatolia region of Turkey, is collaborating with local suppliers to enhance the resorts gourmet experience. 

Selia Artisanal farm visits

Guests now have the chance to visit the Selia Artisanal Farm, and take in the lush grounds before tasting the fresh produce made here, including goats cheese, home made jams, organic wine, olives and olive oil. 

Wine tasting and vineyard visits

The wines at Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay are chosen from a selection of boutique wine producers and guests can visit the Sevilen Winery, one of Turkey’s most renowned producers. 

Visit : www.kempinski.com/bodrum. 

Kempinski will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to International Travel Writers Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact: Hilary Philpott at hilary.philpott@kempinski.com. 
The Oetker Collection

European luxury hotel group the Oetker Collection has added the Hotel Saint-Barth Isle de France to its portfolio. The property, which is located on Flamands Bay, known as one of the world’s pristine beaches in the world, is set in tropical gardens overlooking the sea.

The Oetker Collection includes : 

· Brenners Park-Hotel & Spa in Baden-Baden 

· Le Bristol Paris

· Hôtel du Cap Eden-Roc located on the Mediterranean at the tip of the Cap d’Antibes 

· Château Saint-Martin & Spa located in Vence on the French Riviera 

· Palais Namaskar in Marrakech, Morocco 

· Hotel Saint-Barth Isle de France in Flamands Bay

Visit : www.oetkercollection.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at oetker@verypcc.com.

El Morro, Hotel Eco Adventure, Montecristi, Dominican Republic 

The El Morro, Hotel Eco Adventure hotel has opened in Montecristi, situated in the Dominican Republic’s extreme northwest region. 

The hotel is situated next to the El Morro National Park, a 239-meter tall rock structure and there is also a hiking trail, for the more sports-oriented visitor.  Also nearby is an extensive area of ​​mangrove trees lining beautiful channels that can be visited on small boats. The channels also provide excellent spots for snorkeling and swimming. 

Visit : www.elmorro.com.do.Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.
Cordée des Alpes, Verbier, Switzerland

The Cordée des Alpes ski hotel in Verbier will comprise 34 suites and guest rooms and an additional real estate offering of 14 exclusive Penthouse residences. 

The development is the latest project from local hotelier and restaurant entrepreneur Marcus Bratter, founder of King’s Verbier Group which also has hotel Nevaï, a favourite with the extreme ski and snowboard crowds and apres ski spot the Farm Club).

Hotel Cordée des Alpes will offer a ski-in/ski-out location, wellness spa, swimming pool, fitness centre, concierge service (in winter season).

Visit : www.hotelcordee.com. Contact : Jacinta Goulter at jacinta@rivapr.co.uk. 

The Wings Neck Lighthouse, Bourne, Massachusetts (Cape Cod)

The Wings Neck Lighthouse is an historic Cape Cod property, formerly a US Coast Guard Lighthouse.  
For many years, Wings Neck was deemed one  of the most important lighthouses on the Atlantic Coast because of the heavy shipping traveling the Cape  Cod Canal. 
The light tower still stands attached by a breezeway to a three bedroom innkeepers home.  Located at the tip of Wings Neck Point, in the town Pocasset on Cape Cod, the house has one of the most espansive views of the Atlantic Ocean in the area.  
Visit : www.wingsnecklighthouse.org. Contact: Christina Stevens at admin@wingsnecklighthouse.org.

The Crowne Plaza Marlow, UK

The four-star Crowne Plaza Marlow has linked up with local polo company, Adrenaline Polo, to give guests the opportunity to learn the sport.

The standard package includes one night’s accommodation at the Crowne Plaza Marlow, breakfast in the morning and a full day of polo at Hawkins Farm, with courses available for beginners and polo professionals alike.

The polo school offers tailor made courses available for every level of ability. After learning the basic rules of the game and how to ride polo-style, players will be given the opportunity to practice their skills, before getting the chance to compete in a ‘chukka’ or game.

Located in the Buckinghamshire county town of Marlow, the Crowne Plaza Marlow is in the heart of the Thames Valley and within easy reach of Windsor, Henley, Heathrow Airport and the M4, M40 and M25 motorways.

Visit : www.cpmarlow.co.uk. Contact : Craig MacLellan at Craig.maclellan@porternovelli.co.uk.

Trident Castle and Trident Hotel, Port Antonio, Jamaica

Located in Port Antonio overlooking the ocean, Trident Castle and Trident Hotel, will open in December 2012.

The luxury hotel and villas are part of the Geejam Collection.The Castle, which will be available for individual bookings and exclusive hire while the Trident Hotel will comprise 13 spacious one- and two-bedroom oceanfront villas.

The Geejam Collection will also include the Blue Hole Restaurant and Club on the shores of the lagoon. Port Antonio is set to be one of the hotspots on Jamaica, bringing the town back to its heyday when Errol Flynn washed his boat ashore there in the 50s. 

Visit : www.geejamcollection.com. Contact : Louise Swain at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk
Reef, Sri Lanka

Reef is a luxury boutique hotel  in Sri Lanka set in three acres of exotic tropical gardens with palm fringed pavilions and reflection pools.

Accommodation is in seven palatial suites designed on Indo-Colonial lines and there is a sandy beachfront, large swimming pool the Reefresh  Spa.

Visit : www.reefvilla.com. Contact : Bernadette Barker  at bernadette@reefvilla.com. 

Seaside Los Jameos Playa****, Lanzarote

Seaside Los Jameos Playa**** is located within a short walking distance of the popular resort of Puerto del Carmen and alongside the beach of Los Pocillos. 

It is home to the Peter Burwash International tennis school which boasts the best facilities on the island. 

Visit : www.monarch.co.uk. Contact : Kylie Jenkins at kylie@goshpr.co.uk. 

Seaweed Luxury Villa, Jamaica

The Seaweed Luxury Villa opens as part of Jakes Hotel in the small seaside fishing village of Treasure Beach on Jamaica’s south coast.

Jakes is a boutique resort of cottages within the grounds and bespoke villas nearby.

Visit : www.jakeshotel.com. Contact : Jen Holman at jen.holman@bespokehotels.com. 

The Arch London

The Arch London was inspired by the nearby London landmark, Marble Arch, and the local neighbourhood. It spans seven Grade II-listed townhouses and two mews homes.

This autumn the boutique hotel introduces their new Work, Live and Play Packages to showcase the very best offering for business travellers, those who want to experience the very best of the Capital and guests looking for a romantic city break à deux.

Installations of commissioned art by emerging British artists can be found throughout the hotel.

The Arch London has achieved several awards this year, having been voted one of the Top 25 Trendiest Hotels in the UK on TripAdvisor and Most Popular UK Hotel by members of Small Luxury Hotels of the World. 

Visit : www.thearchlondon.com. Contact : Jenni at jenni@rivapr.co.uk. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Opportunities for Alliance press card holders
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities

	· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· City Running Tours-Chicago

· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana


	· La Residencia Mallorca

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours 

· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Shakespeare Country

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· Wilderness Scotland 

· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.adventurecat.com  
Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : 

www.africasafariholidays.net 

Contact : 
Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : 

www.visitbath.co.uk  

Contact : 
Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : 

www.broadwaycollection.com  

Contact : 
Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 
BusyBus, a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders  (with a guest) on a review basis. 

Visit: 

www.busybus.co.uk  

Contact : 
Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District.  
The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : 

www.castleinncumbria.co.uk 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

 Visit : 

www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk 
Contact: 
Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.

Visit: 

www.charminghotelsmadeira.com 
Contact: 
Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : 

www.ciclismoclassico.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago 
Contact : 
Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : 

www.focushotels.co.uk 
Contact : 
Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  

www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk 
Contact: 
Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  

www.frontierstravel.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit :

www.ghotw.com 

Contact : 
Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.haweswaterhotel.com 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: 

www.helpfulholidays.com 
Contact: 
Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil.  Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :

www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com  

Contact : 
Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : 

www.holidaylettings.co.uk 
Contact: 
Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : 

www.homebase-hols.com 
Contact : 
Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : 

www.innonfifth.com 
Contact : 
Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  

www.kerdowneybotswana.com 
Contact : 
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.laresidencia.com  

Contact : 
Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : 
www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  

Contact : 
Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders who are in the city on an assignment. 
Visit: 

 www.parismarriott.com  
Contact:
 Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : 

www.mircorp.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.circleline42.com 
Contact: 
Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : 

www.pembrokeshire.com  

Contact: 
Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.icelandbike.com  

Contact : 
Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  

www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com 
Contact :  
Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.thesaillofts.co.uk  

Contact: 
Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk 
Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : 

www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk 
Contact : 
Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  

www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk  

Contact : 
Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : 

www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com 
Contact: 
Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : 

www.theExplorateur.com 
Contact 
Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : 
www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 
Contact : 
Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 

www.tipiadventure.co.uk 
Contact : 
Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.tongabezi.com 
Contact :
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : 

www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com 
Contact : 
Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : 

www.VisitOrlando.com/media 

Contact : 
Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :

www.wildernessscotland.com 
Contact: 
Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: 

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk 
Contact: 
Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952



	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 124 : mid-September 2012 :                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two :

· Ongoing press trip opportunities 

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Section two for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance has launched its Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Bales Worldwide

Bales Worldwide has launched its new 2013/14 Escorted Small Groups and Tailor Made Holidays programme for 2013. 

Bales Worldwide, which was established in 1947, is now a part the Virgin Holidays.

Visit : www.balesworldwide.com. For press trip requests contact Claudia Moore at Claudia.moore@virginholidays.com. 

Andalucia, Spain

With 3,000 fiestas and festivals every year, Andalucia is a region steeped in tradition. 

Located at the meeting point of Africa and Europe, this region stretches from the highest peaks of the Sierra Nevada through shady forests and volcanic deserts down to its 800km ribbon of coastline where the Atlantic and the Mediterranean diverge.

Casares

Just nine miles from the bustling coastline of the Costa Del Sol, the "hanging" pueblo blanco - or white village of Casares has managed to retain its identity, unspoilt by the effects of tourism. 

Designated an area of Historical and Artistic Importance, this village of only 3,000 inhabitants is regarded as one of the most beautiful in Spain. 

Press Invitation

Perched high above the Med near Casares, the DDG Retreat is a privately-owned boutique hideaway of five detached casas, which can be booked on a hotel or accommodation-only.

Alliance members with appropriate commissions are invited to spend two nights at DDG Retreat for review purposes.

Visit : www.ddgretreat.com. Contact : Teresa Thomason at teresathomason@aol.com.

The Rijksmuseum Amsterdam reopens April 2013

The Rijksmuseum, the National Museum of Holland, will reopen on 14 April 2013 following a 10 year renovation.
The updated museum will tell the full story of Holland from the middle Ages to the present. 
The museum will include a new display of the collection in a refurbished building, a revamped garden and a new Asian Pavilion.

Among 8,000 works of art and historical objects to be displayed, only Rembrandt’s most celebrated painting The Night Watch will return to its former setting.

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : For press trips opportunities Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com.

The South Place Hotel, London 

The South Place Hotel, the first hotel from restaurateur D&D London, and the only luxury independent hotel in the City of London has opened.

It is located between Moorgate and Liverpool Street in the City of London, close to the ‘so called Silicon Roundabout and to Shoreditch.
The South Place combines the ambience of D&D London’s restaurants, Conran-designed interiors and specially commissioned work by contemporary London artists.

The hotel is organising overnight stays for reviews by travel journalists with appropriate commissions.

Visit : www.southplacehotel.com.  Contact : Mallika Basu at mbasu@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

Planes, Trains and Auto-Rickshaws - A journey through modern India.

Planes, Trains and Auto-Rickshaws - A journey through modern India has been published author Laura Pedersen.

India today is a nation caught between the rich heritage of its past and the great economic potential of its future, and Laura reveals the tensions and contradictions facing the emerging world power. 

The book is a good read for those planning a trip to India or as a travel companion whilst there. 

Planes, Trains and Auto-Rickshaws is published by Fulcrum books in the US and can be purchased through www.amazon.com
Alliance members interested in obtaining a review copy should contact Puja Khanna at puja@starmarketingandpr.co.uk. 

Jonglez Publishing

Jonglez Publishing’s secret guides are intended both for the local inhabitants themselves and the curious traveller. The places included in the guides are unusual and unfamiliar, allowing one to step off the beaten track.

Jonglez will provide Alliance members with review copies of its guides.

Visit : www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
South Africa 

South Africa is one of the world's top destinations for intrepid travellers to discover everything they're looking for... and more. 

With over 21 National Parks, eight World Heritage Sites, 3,500 kilometres of pristine coastline, a phenomenal climate and awesome adventures ranging from shark-diving to surfing, historic trails to wine tasting, South Africa is guaranteed to provide you with the unforgettable journey of a lifetime.


Visit : www.southafrica.net. Contact : Kgomotso Ramothea at kgomotso@southafrica.net. 


Las Vegas

The LVCVA's misstion is to attract visitors by promoting Las Vegas as the world's most desirable destination for leisure and business travel.

Visit : www.lvcva.com. Contact : Dawn Christensen at dchristensen@lvcva.com. 


Lake Charles, Louisiana

Soft adventure opportunities abound in Southwest Louisiana. From the Creole Nature Trail marshlands and beaches to world-class fishing, birding and other outdoor recreation.

Visit : www.VisitLakeCharles.org. Contact : Anne
Klenke at aklenke@visitlakecharles.org. 

Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is one of the leading budget accommodation providers in Europe. 

Generator Hostels targets international travellers, backpackers, students, weekenders, and educational groups. The hostel group currently welcomes over 1.2 m million travellers every year from all over the world and has over 3800 beds across Europe.


Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Christien Jansen at christien.jansen@generatorhostels.com.

Exbury Gardens, Hampshire UK 

Exbury Gardens are a spectacular 200 acre (100 hectare) site, world-famous for the Rothschild Collection of rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and rare trees and shrubs located in the New Forest, near Beaulieu. 

Discover Exbury’s hidden beauty and escape the cares of the world as you explore a myriad of pathways. Let the train take the strain on a 20 minute journey or ride a chauffeur driven buggy to tour the Gardens. 

In December 2011 the Gardens were awarded the prestigious Hudson's Heritage UK "Best Garden" award. 

Visit : www.exbury.co.uk. Contact : Nigel Philpott at nigel.philpott@exbury.co.uk. 

Asa Ransom House, New York State USA

Asa Ransom House is a Clarence New York bed and breakfast, built in 1853 and 15 minutes away from Buffalo and 28 miles from Niagara Falls. It is an historic 10 room Country Inn in the oldest village in the county. 

Visit : www.asaransom.com. Contact : Robert Lenz at Innfo@asaransom.com.

Transit Time Heathrow

Transit Time Heathrow provides tailor made tours, trips and visits for those who have transit time at Heathrow.

TTH can arrange bus tickets, train or tube tickets, hire private taxi transfers or simply a guide to the trains, tube or bus 
Visit : www.transittimeheathrow.co.uk. Contact : Simon Spedding at simon@spedding.net.

Agencies

Jori White PR

Jori White PR is a luxury lifestyle agency
Visit : www.joriwhitepr.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Preece at samantha@joriwhitepr.co.uk. 


Niche Works

Niche Works provides bespoke PR and marketing services to tourism, hotels and restaurant clients in Edinburgh and Scotland.

Visit : www.nicheworks.co.uk. Contact : Fiona
Vernon at fiona@nicheworks.co.uk.

	News


Best of Britain & Ireland, NEC Birmingham 

13 and 14 March 2013

The Best of Britain & Ireland 2013 is set to be the most successful yet with previous exhibitor and visitor figures likely to be exceeded.

Exhibitors already lined up already include :

· Hilton Hotels

· Albatross Travel

· Warner Bros. Studio Tour London

· Ticketmaster

· Isle of Man

· Grand UK Hotels and Shakespeare’s England (Royal Shakespeare Company, Shakespeare Birthplace Trust and Warwick Castle). 

Show partners include :

· Coach Tourism Council

· Tourism Society

· European Tour Operators Association

· UKinbound

· Group Travel Organisers Association

· Confederation of Passenger Transport

· Tourism Management Institute

· Tourism Alliance, and 

· the Association of Leading Visitor Attractions.

Show media partners already confirmed include :

· Coach Monthly

· travelGBI

· GTO magazine

· routeone magazine, and 

· the International Travel Writers Alliance.

To book a stand before the Early Bird rate ends contact lenka@expom.co.uk.

Visit : www.bestofbritainandirelandevent.co.uk. Contact : Sam Warnock at sam@expom.co.uk.

Critical Divide Guide to the 2016 World Cup

Following the launch of the website Brazil the Guide, Critical Divide has launched World Cup: The Guide an independent guide to travelling to and around Brazil for both the Confederations Cup in 2013 and the FIFA World Cup in 2014. 

Visit : www.braziltheguide.com and www.worldcuptheguide.com. Contact: guides@criticaldivide.com. 

American Girl, Miami 

On October 6, 2012, American Girl unveils its new retail experience at The Falls, one of the largest open-air shopping and entertainment complexes in the United States, on 6 October 2012.

Visit : www.americangirl.com. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@firstpr.co.uk.

Rio de Janeiro awarded UNESCO World Heritage status

Rio de Janeiro has become the first city in the world to receive the title of UNESCO World Heritage Cultural Landscape and Urban. 

The UNESCO title will be the subject of integrated actions aiming at the preservation of its cultural landscape including Sugar Loaf, Corcovado, Tijuca Forest, Flamengo Park, Botanical Garden, the Copacabana beach, beyond the entrance of Guanabara Bay and  the Fortress and the Morro do Leme.  

So far, the sites recognised worldwide as a cultural landscape relate to rural areas, traditional farming systems, the historic gardens and other places of symbolic nature, religious and emotional. Brazil currently has 18 cultural and natural assets in the list of 911 recognised by UNESCO.

Visit : www.whc.unesco.org/en/culturallandscape and www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com. 

New Inca trail permit tool

Tucan Travel has created a tool on their website to view permit availability for the Inca Trail. The calendar, which is updated several times a day, shows the number of permits that can still be purchased for each day. 

Visit : www.tucantravel.com and www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
Colombia by Bike

Panamericana de Viajes has launched its Colombia by Bike programme. Colombia’s geography and biodiversity makes it a suitable biking destination.  The programme suits sports lovers. 

Visit : www.panamericanviajes.com and www.lata.org.  Contact Natalia Velez on natalia.velez@panamericanaviajes.com.

Barrington Court, Somerset UK

Barrington Court, a National Trust property, is a Tudor manor house built between 1538 and the 1550s, with a 17th-century stable court situated in the village of Barrington, Somerset, England. 

It was the first house acquired by the National Trust, in 1907 and restored in the 1920s by the Lyle family.Highlight of a visit will be its gardens for which garden designer Gertrude Jekyll provided planting plans laid out in 1917.

The National Trust is a charity that protects and opens to the public over 350 historic houses, gardens and ancient monuments.

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org. Contact : Alison Dalby at alison.dalby@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

The Latin American Travel Association

The Latin American Travel Association (LATA) is a travel trade organisation founded to promote travel to destinations in Latin America. 

Visit : www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Eco-friendly cruises in Chilean Patagonia

Skorpios Cruises has created a new Environmental Protection Policy in order to preserve the environment of Chilean Patagonia through the improvement of the qualification of its crew and guides, and a number of new regulations onboard its vessels. 

Skorpios Cruises will start using new eco-friendly excursion boats built with recycled hardened PVC and positions the company to become recognised as an official expedition cruise to the Glaciers of Patagonian Ice Fields.  

Visit : www.skorpios.cl/EN. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Worldwide Journeys

The 2013 Worldwide Journeys brochure highlights a collection of tours across a range of countries from the Pyramids and Temples of Egypt to the Rocky Mountains of Vancouver. Within the new collection for 2013/14 there are a total of 51 small escorted and private tours.

Visit : www.virginholidaysjourneys.co.uk. Contact : Claudia Moore at Claudia.Moore@virginholidays.com. 

QB Mercato e Cucina, Milano

The restaurant QB (Quanto Basta) Mercato e Cucina  has opened in Milan: a restaurant where guests can buy local produce in the market area to be enjoyed n the restaurant. 
Visit : www.qbmercatoecucina.it. Contact : Federica Zanda at federicazanda76@gmail.com
	What’s on 


Miami Rocks our troops

29 September 2012

Miami Rocks our troops is concert and celebration will be held at the BankUnited Center at the University of Miami. The concert will benefit HonorVet.org, an organization dedicated to helping veterans and their families in their lives after service.

Visit : www.MiamiRocksOurTroops.com. Contact : Anna Wolstenholme at anna@firstpr.co.uk. 

Autumn festivals and events on the Beaches of Fort Myers and Sanibel, Florida

The Fort Myers & Sanibel area, on Florida’s south Gulf Coast, has an exciting autumn programme of festivals and events as well as the opportunity to relax and explore its many beaches, islands and tropical wildlife. 
Pirate Festival

5 to 7 October 2012
The 6th annual Pirate Festival on Fort Myers Beach is for all the family with treasure hunts, costume competitions, musicians, street performers, storytellers and interactive games. 
Visit : www.fortmyersbeachpiratefest.com
Fort Myers Wine Trail

13 October 2012
The monthly Fort Myers Wine Trail and Beyond takes visitors on a guided tasting tour of the city’s wines in its hotels, restaurants and galleries, showcasing Fort Myers’ wide variety of quality wine from all over the world. To compliment the tastings there is food sampling, chef demos and live music.  
Visit : www.winetrailandbeyond.com 
Ding” Darling Days

14 to 20 October 2012
The J. N. “Ding” Darling Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island will celebrate its abundant wildlife with “Ding” Darling Days. 
The week has hundreds of interactive activities showing Sanibel’s wildlife at its best including a beach birding tram ride, bike tours, nature cruises, guided kayak tours, sunset paddles and talks on manatees, sea turtles, sharks and other animals from the area. 
Visit : www.dingdarlingsociety.org. 
The Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival

1 to 4 November 2012
The Calusa Blueway Paddling Festival is the fastest growing paddling event in North America. 
Over the four days there will be organised group kayaking sessions along the 190 mile Calusa Blueway, passing mangrove islands and hidden bays and stopping off to enjoy demo sessions and local cuisine. Festival goers will also be able to try out different kayaks, canoes and stand up paddle boards along the way. 
Visit : www.calusabluewaypaddlingfestival.com. 

30th Taste of the Town

4 November 2012
A culinary all-day festival in Fort Myers with an dedicated to local delicacies. Over 40 restaurants throughout Fort Myers participate in the festival every year, each cooking up their most interesting and popular dishes, including coconut shrimp, jumbo crab cakes, Mariachi chicken and Tiki rolls. 
Visit : www.jlfm.org 

Fort Myers Art Walk

2 November 

The monthly Art Walk takes visitors through more than 10 art galleries and art spaces in the Fort Myers River District with new exhibitions and live music. Highlights of the Art Walk include the Art of the Olympians Museum and Gallery, which features art work by past and present Olympians.

Visit : www.fortmyersartwalk.com 

Sanibel Taste of the Islands

11 November 2012

This annual food festival sees 20 local restaurants participate in culinary talent competitions and tasting sessions, which are all judged by a local celebrity panel. 
Visit : www.tasteoftheislands.net 
American Sandsculpting Championship

16-25 November

The making of enormous sandsculptures can be watched at the annual Sandsculpting Championship on Fort Myers Beach. Each year about 100,000 visitors watch experts from all over the world turn sand into spectacular art works using what is thought to be the world’s best sculpting sand, due to its high shell content. 
Visit : www.sandsculptingfestival.com 

The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel in southwest Florida includes: Sanibel Island, Captiva Island, Fort Myers Beach, Fort Myers, Bonita Springs, Estero, Cape Coral, Pine Island, Boca Grande & Outer islands, North Fort Myers, Lehigh Acres. 

Visit : www.fortmyers-sanibel.com Contact Nancy Hamilton at NHamilton@leegov.com.
The Tahiti Nui Half Marathon

3 November 2012

The first Tahiti Nui Half Marathon will be held on Saturday 3 November 2012.

The 21.1km course runs along the east coast starting from Tiarei, and weaving its way through stunning scenery of jagged cliffs, black sands and picturesque towns and villages, before finishing in Papeete.

A “marathon village” in the Paofai gardens of Papeete along the lagoon with views over the harbour and will be open from Wednesday 31 October.  A number of cultural events will be held in the marathon village and in the town of Papeete.

Visit :  www.tahitinuimarathon.com and www.tahitinuitravel.biz. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalie@tahiti-tourisme.co.uk. 

Saga Mozambique

Over 50s specialist, Saga Holidays is  introducing a tour to the undiscovered African country of Mozambique. 

With its beaches, wildlife and diverse history, this former Portuguese colony is a relatively new tourism destination.

Highlights include the city of Maputo, set on the edge of the Indian Ocean with architecture and culture influenced by years of Portuguese colonialism. 

There's also the chance to see the Limpopo River, the focus of Rudyard Kipling’s Just So Stories, which flows through Southern Africa to Mozambique? 

Saga’s 2013 portfolio also includes Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam, Kerala, Malawi and Zambia.

Visit www.sagaholidays.co.uk. Contact : carl Catterall  at carl.catterall@saga.co.uk. 

Greenloons

Greenloons, the sustainable vacations organisation, is highlighting destinations which  offer  volunteering opportunities for families and friends traveling over the winter period.

These include :

The Peruvian Rainforest Voluntourism Program with social and environmental initiatives include constructing water filters for the native community of Infierno and/or helping to repair the elementary school and playground. 

New Hope Cambodia is a grass roots, hands on, non-government organization whose mission is to restore hope, dignity and promise to the local community of Mondul 3. Volunteer work varies from helping to build a new school or library, participating with teaching in classrooms or visiting local families who require assistance. 

Project Tanzania & Safari where guests in Zanzibar volunteer in the village of Jambiani, helping teachers in local schools and organizing sports activities for community youth. 

Zambia Community & Safari, which is an adventurous trip across three countries and combines an authentic safari odyssey through national parks in search of the ‘Big 5’ with time spent working on volunteer projects that benefit the people and animals of the region. 

Project Kenya & Safari which includes camping in the Maasai Mara with it's  lions, cheetahs, elephants and rhinos while camping. Volunteers are involved at the Limuru children center, Mukeu special unit school and In His Image baby rescue center.  

Visit : www.greenloons.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Alternative Turkey

Activity holiday specialist UTracks has a selection of trips that include an exploration of Cappadocia’s unusual rock formations, the ancient civilisations on the Lycian Coast or aboard a traditional Turkish gulet.

A division of World Expeditions, UTracks and Sherpa Expeditions offer a collection of activity holidays across Europe. More than 250 stand-alone itineraries are available, from self guided cycling and hiking tours to small group escorted adventures.

Visit :  www.UTracks.com. Contact : Gordon Steer at gordon@worldexpeditions.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Traveleyes

Traveleyes is an tour operator whose primary function is to enable blind people to enjoy independent world travel on their own terms, without always having to travel accompanied by family members. 

Each Traveleyes holiday features balanced numbers of blind and sighted, none of whom have necessarily ever met each other before. 
The aim is to give blind travellers a multi-sensory world travel experience amid a new-found spirit of independence. 
The sighted travellers, who require no previous experience of blindness, are on holiday too and they benefit from a very significant price discount of 50%, in return for the contribution of their eyes and their verbal descriptions of the sights for their sightless fellow-travellers.

The Founder of Traveleyes is the blind traveller, world award winning entrepreneur and TV/film director Amar Latif, 36, who became 95% blind by the age of 19 and subsequently discovered that access to world travel for a blind person was fraught with pitfalls, problems, rejections and restrictions. 
Visit : . Contact : www.traveleyes-international.com. Charlee Eason at charlee@traveleyes-international.com.

Top five regions for viewing penguins

 

AdventureSmith Explorations, which offers adventure vacations on small  active travel company that expedition ships, highlights the best places to watch penguins.

Small ship cruises make viewing penguins in the wild easy, comfortable and low impact. 

Ice-strengthened hulls allow small expedition vessels carrying between 49 and 149 guests to navigate around the ice and into protected coves and bays. 

 

Patagonia

Megallanic Penguins live along the coasts of South America and are easily observed in Chile’s Tierra del Fuego region of Patagonia. 

Patagonia Expedition Cruises operate September through April.

Antarctica 

Ross Sea, Commonwealth Bay and Macquarie Islands and Antipodes: Explorations to Antarctica from Australia and New Zealand are adventures to the most remote regions on the planet. 

Midway between Oceana and Antarctica are the New Zealand’s Sub Antarctic Islands, home to a huge variety of penguin species congregating in vast colonies.

 

The Antarctic Peninsula and Weddell Sea

Expedition cruises visiting the Antarctic Peninsula and Weddell Sea are the most popular and most affordable way to view a penguin in Antarctica. 

 

Galapagos Islands

The Galapagos Penguin is endemic to the Galapagos Islands and is the only penguin to live north of the Equator in the wild. They have the smallest range and population of any penguin with less than 1,000 pairs mostly found on the Islands of Fernandina and Isabela. 

South Georgia and Falkland Islands

The remote archipelagos on South Georgia and the Falkland islands are home to a variety of species in vast colonies numbering in the millions.  Entire hillsides and beaches may be covered with nesting penguins rearing their young. 

 

Visit : www.adventuresmithexplorations.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

Peru’s Pachacamac ruins

A team of archaeologists have recently discovered an ancient tomb, containing up to 80 individuals, at Peru's Pachacamac ruins. 

Buried a thousand years ago with wooden ‘false heads’, the remains are thought to be those of diseased pilgrims drawn to Pachacamac by a promise of miracle cures. 

One of the largest Pre-Hispanic sites in the whole of South America, Pachacamac is currently under review for UNESCO World Heritage Status. 

Explore is now offering a chance to see the temples, palaces, plazas and tombs of Pachacamac as part of their 20 day Peru Inca Trail trek. 

Visit www.explore.co.uk. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Enrica Rocca – the Venician cooking countess

Enrica Rocca, a venetian countess, has created one of the finest cooking schools situated in Venice or London.

In addition, table d’hotes literary means dining with the host, and it is now possible to book a dinner of venetian cuisine prepared and cooked by Enrica in her home in Venice.

Enrica was born into an aristocratic family in Venice who taught her to appreciate good food, to understand it, to celebrate it and appreciate it with enthusiasm.

Visit : www.enricarocca.com. Contact : Federica Zanda at federicazanda76@gmail.com. 
Accessible England

Visitor attractions, accommodation options, and holidays for travellers with accessibility needs.

Many of England’s most popular tourist sites are available for visitors with accessibility needs. 

The Roman Baths, Bath

The Roman Baths complex in Bath has received recognition following the installation of two new lifts, tactile exhibits for visually impaired visitors and the launch of a British Sign Language audio guide. 

Visit : www.romanbaths.co.uk
The Eden Project

Cornwall’s award-winning attraction The Eden Project works with the Sensory Trust to find creative approaches to physical access. The attraction has fully-trained staff on hand to assist visitors with mobility or sensory impairments.

Visit : www.edenproject.com
The Jubilee Sailing Trust

The Jubilee Sailing Trust operates the world’s only tall ships specially designed to be crewed by people of mixed-abilities. Costs have been subsidised on every voyage to make the adventures as affordable and inclusive as possible, even offering extra bursary funding and fundraising advice for those individuals who might struggle to afford the full voyage cost.  

Visit : www.jet.org.uk
The Calvert Trust

Adventurous travellers can try everything from watersports, climbing and abseiling to zipwire and archery at The Calvert Trust at Kielder Water. 

This holiday centre in the Northumberland National Park offers accommodation and activities for disabled travellers and their families. A member of the National Accessible Scheme, all accommodation provided at the Calvert Trust is fully accessible for wheelchair users. 

Visit : www.Calvert-trust.org.uk.

Hoe Grange, Derbyshire

Gold ‘medallist’ in the VisitEngland Access for All award 2011 was Hoe Grange Holidays. Comprising four accessible self-catering log cabins in the Derbyshire Peak District, Hoe Grange  is fully equipped and wheelchair friendly.

Visit : www.hoegrangeholidays.co.uk.

Can Be Done Holidays

Can Be Done Holidays has specialised in original and pioneering wheelchair-accessible holidays, tours and short breaks since 1985. 

Visit : www.canbedone.co.uk.

VisitEngland provides tips and ideas for people with physical and sensory needs at www.visitengland.com/accessforall. 
Contact: Mark McCulloch atbMark.McCulloch@visitengland.org. 

Metabolism-boosting retreats in South America

HighLives offers wellness and fitness experiences at some of the best spa hotels and sports facilities in South America and combines each stay with culture tours.  

This includes retreats in the Amazon region, low lands or at high altitude, which acts as a metabolism booster to enhance weight loss and aerobic fitness levels. 

High Lives can arrange extended stays to include cultural experiences and cycling, mountain biking or horse riding tours in Bolivia, Peru, Chile, Ecuador and Argentina. 

Visit : www.highlives.co.uk and www.lata.org. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Vodka in St Petersburg

With the first production of vodka taking place in Russia, the Grand Hotel Europe, an Orient-Express’ historic hotel, in St Petersburg is offering its guests the ‘Vodka Experience’.

Guests on the experience will learn how to pair the Russian spirit with food, have a cocktail masterclass with the hotel’s head barman and indulge in specially created vodka spa treatments.

The hotel’s executive chef will take vodka enthusiasts through the classic Russian pairings of Astrakhan Beluga Caviar with Beluga Vodka, marinated salmon with Tsarskaya Gold Vodka, and for dessert, strawberries dusted with icing sugar served with Grey Goose Vodka.

Guests can also try over 22 types of Vodka at the newly refurbished Lobby Bar at the hotel, including eight types of home made vodka including pepper vodka, lime vodka, sweet berry vodka and red chilly vodka. 

Visit www.grandhoteleurope.com. Contact : Emily Wilson at emily.wilson@orient-express.com. 

Oklahoma

The US State of Oklahoma has 11 distinct eco-regions offering a variety of landscapes and opportunities including 

Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge

With over 59,000 acres of ancient mountains,the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge in Lawton is home to free-range American bison herds, prairie dogs, Texas Longhorn cattle, bobcats and coyotes.  Visit : www.fws.gov/refuge/wichita_mountains. 
Chickasaw National Recreation Area

One hundred years ago American Indians called the Chickasaw National Recreation Area in Sulphur the "Peaceful Valley of Rippling Waters". Visit : www.nps.gov/chic/index.htm. 

Beavers Bend & Hochatown State Park

Beavers Bend & Hochatown State Park near Broken Bow incorporates the Mountain Fork River. Visit : www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.422.

Talimena National Scenic Byway

The Ouachita National Forest in southeast Oklahoma incorporates the Talimena National Scenic Byway, one of the most popular destinations for fall foliage tours in the region. Visit : www.talimenascenicdrive.com. 
Talimena National Scenic Byway

The Ouachita National Forest in southeast Oklahoma incorporates the Talimena National Scenic Byway, one of the most popular destinations for fall foliage tours in the region.  Visit : www.talimenascenicdrive.com. 

Grand Lake of the Cherokees

The Grand Lake O' the Cherokees, created by the Pensacola Dam project in 1940, is one of Oklahoma’s most popular lake destinations, with 1,300 miles of scenic shoreline, bordered by five state parks. Visit : www.grandlakefun.com. 
Black Mesa Area

Located in the farthest northwest corner of Oklahoma, the Black Mesa plateau is Oklahoma’s highest point at 4,973 feet and rewards hikers with a rare view of a tri-state area.  The nearby Black Mesa State Park and Nature Preserve has golden eagle, black bear and bighorn sheep.  Visit : www.travelok.com/listings/view.profile/id.631.

And a place to stay :

Quartz Mountain Resort

The Quartz Mountain Resort is located between the shores of Lake Altus-Lugert and the Wichita Mountains. Visit : www.quartzmountainresort.com. 

Visit : www.TravelKsOk.co.uk. Contact: Derek Mackenzie-Hook at press@TravelKsOk.co.uk
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Hyatt Hotels, India

Hyatt plans to open three new hotels in India in the remainder of 2012 across its Park Hyatt and Hyatt Place brands, including:

 

Park Hyatt Chennai, which will be situated in the capital city of the state ofTamil Nadu. 

Hyatt Place Hampi, which will be situated near the Bellary industrial district. Hampi, which features spectacular views of the Sandur ranges and is home to a group of monuments classified as a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Hyatt Place Pune, Hinjewadi, which will be located within the Rajiv Gandhi Infotech Park at Hinjewadi, a prominent software hub. 

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

DoubleTree by Hilton Naha in Okinawa, Japan

Hilton Worldwide has opened the DoubleTree by Hilton Naha in Okinawa, Japan, its tenth hotel in the country.  

Located in Naha, the capital city of Okinawa, the hotel is directly opposite the Okinawa Monorail station in Asahibashi, 11 minutes away from Naha Airport by monorail and close to local ferry terminal.

 

Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Anita Hamilton at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

Saddle Creek Resort, Sierra Nevada 

Saddle Creek Resort is a Castle & Cooke golf community in the Sierra Nevada foothills of Calaveras County.

 

It is also known for its cuisine at the Copper Grille — located in the clubhouse and featuring more than 500 wines including the highly-praised local Petit Syrah. 

Nearby is Copperopolis Town Square, a traditionally-designed, Gold Rush era-themed “country town” that is the retail and event hub of the Copper Valley in the Central Sierra region. 

Visit : www.SaddleCreek.com and www.CopperopolisTownSquare.com. Contact : Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com. 

Motel One, Edinburgh

Motel One, Europe’s budget-design hotel chain, will open its first UK hotel in Edinburgh this December.

Motel One Edinburgh-Royal will be located on Market Street, close to the Waverley Railway Station, the Royal Mile, the shopping strip and main city dining and attractions.

The building is a conversion of 16th and 18th Century properties and great care has gone into conserving as much of the historic walls as possible. 
Motel One currently has a 39 property strong portfolio; featuring hotels throughout Germany and Austria. 
Over the next few years expansion plans include a second Edinburgh hotel set to open in autumn 2013 and a flagship London hotel, scheduled for a 2014 opening.

Visit : www.motelone.com. Contact Jessica Dollard at Jessica@lemongrassmarketing.com.

London Hilton on Park Lane 

London Hilton on Park Lane has created a ‘Spies the Limit’ package, which includes an overnight stay in the Penthouse Suite an evening at Whisky Mist and exclusive access to the Executive Lounge. 

The package also includes access to the Executive Lounge.

The Skies the Limit package is priced at £3,007 for two people and is valid from 1st September - 30th November 2012. 

The Hilton Hotels & Resorts portfolio includes more than 540 hotels in 78 countries.

Visit : www.hiltonglobalmediacenter.com and www.hilton.com. Contact : Lauren Trinder at LTrinder@golleyslater.co.uk.

The Romanos, Greece

 

The Romanos, A Luxury Collection Resort at Costa Navarino, Greece, has been named by CNN’s travel website as one of the “World’s best coastal resorts”. 

 

Located in Costa Navarino’s  Navarino Dunes, The Romanos  is set amid olive groves and overlooks the Ionian Sea.Nearby, guests can explore Messinia’s coastline including secluded bays and the Voidokilia beach, celebrated as being among the best beaches in the world.

Visit www.costanavarino.com and www.romanoscostanavarino.com. Contact : Marina Papatsoni at mpapatsoni@temes.gr. 

Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is a European hostel chain with properties located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice.

Generator Hostels has over 4,500 beds in Europe and attracts over 1.2million visitors from around the world each year. Adding to the chain will be a hostel in Barcelona, and another hostel in Berlin Mitte, both in 2013. 

Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Abi Lloyd at generatorhostels@lewispr.com. 

Orient Express Palacio Nazarenas, Cusco, Peru 

Orient Express hotel has opened the luxury hotel Palacio Nazarenas in Cusco, Perú in a former 16th century convent.

Inca treasures discovered during the excavation process, are showcased throughout the hotel. The Library will serve as a museum for all the artefacts discovered over the course of the four year project.

 Original Inca walls that were discovered have been carefully preserved beneath the glass floors of treatment rooms at the Hypnôze spa, the murals and friezes on the walls of Palacio Nazarenas are rare survivors among the artworks from Cuzco’s Spanish colonial heyday. 

Visit : www.palacionazarenas.com. Visit : www.palacionazarenas.com. Contact : Anne-Marie Buckley at Anne-Marie.Buckley@brightergroup.com.

Hotel Xanadu, London

Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s poem ‘Xanadu – Kubla Khan’ has influenced the Hotel Xanadu, which opens in West London in Mid-October. 
The boutique hotel is close to Heathrow and has an underground station on the doorstep.

Visit : www.hotelxanadu.com. Contact : Pamela Wils at Pamela.Wils@cut-coms.co.uk.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Opportunities for Alliance press card holders
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Opportunities

	· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Amari Hotels

· Attraction Tickets Direct

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Chongwe Safaris
· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· The DDG Retreat, Andalucia, Spain

· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Great Hotels of the World

· Hastings & 1066 Country, UK

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· Housetrip

· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Kaya Mawa
· Ker & Downey Botswana


	· La Residencia Mallorca

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation

· New African Territories
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· Norman Carr Safaris
· Park Hyatt Saigon

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours 

· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Saddle Creek Resort (Copperopolis, CA)

· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Shakespeare Country

· The South Place Hotel, London 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· Wilderness Scotland 

· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.adventurecat.com  
Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : 

www.africasafariholidays.net 

Contact : 
Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 
Amari Hotels

Amari Hotels is one of Thailand’s largest locally owned hotel and resort groups, with a network of properties in beach, rural and city destinations across Thailand.

Amari Hotels are : 

	Amari Don Muang Bangkok

Amari Boulevard Bangkok

Amari Atrium Bangkok

Amari Watergate Bangkok

Amari Residences Bangkok
	Amari Residences Sukhumvit

Amari Nova Suites Pattaya

Amari Orchid Pattaya

Amari Emerald Cove Koh Chang


	Amari Hua Hin 

Amari Palm Reef Koh Samui

Amari Vogue Krabi

Amari Coral Beach Phuket

Amari Doha Qatar


Amari Hotels will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.

Visit : 

www.amari.com
Contact : 
Natalie Schofield at NatalieS@hillsbalfour.com. 
Attraction Tickets Direct

Attraction Tickets Direct will provide tickets and experiences for Alliance press card holders on a case by case basis

Visit : 

www.attraction-tickets-direct.co.uk
Contact :
Kylie Jenkins at kylie@goshpr.co.uk
Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : 

www.visitbath.co.uk  

Contact : 
Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : 

www.broadwaycollection.com  

Contact : 
Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 
BusyBus, a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders  (with a guest) on a review basis. 

Visit: 

www.busybus.co.uk  

Contact : 
Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District.  
The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : 

www.castleinncumbria.co.uk 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk 
Contact: 
Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.

Visit: 

www.charminghotelsmadeira.com 
Contact: 
Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Chongwe River Safaris

Chongwe Safaris offer a striking collection of camps located in prime positions within Zambia's Lower Zambezi Valley, one of Africa's great wilderness areas. 
Chongwe River Camp looks onto the confluence of the Chongwe & Zambezi Rivers, with the mountains of the escarpment to the north. Chongwe River Camp is an award-winning tented bush camp with river views. 
Chongwe River House is a uniquely designed private house; Tsika Island, an exclusive bush camp allowing opportunities to combine a canoe safari with an authentic cultural experience. Kasaka River Lodge is an authentic tented bush camp on the banks of the Zambezi.  
Chongwe River Safaris will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders with a commission.

Visit : 

www.chongwe.com
Contact:  
Mindy Roberts at mindy@normancarrsafaris.com
Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : 

www.ciclismoclassico.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago 
Contact : 
Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
The DDG Retreat, Andalucia, Spain

The DDG Retreat is a privately-owned boutique hideaway of five detached casas close to the "hanging" pueblo blanco - or white village of Casares in Andalucia, Spain.

Alliance pres card holders with appropriate commissions are invited to spend two nights at DDG Retreat for review purposes.

Visit : 

www.ddgretreat.com
Contact : 
Teresa Thomason at teresathomason@aol.com.

Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : 

www.focushotels.co.uk 
Contact : 
Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. 
The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  

www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk 
Contact: 
Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  

www.frontierstravel.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit :

www.ghotw.com 

Contact : 
Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
Hastings & 1066 Country, UK

Hastings & 1066 Country will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to this fascinating corner of East Sussex, UK.It is an area rich in history and maritime heritage, with beautiful gardens and vineyards and iconic buildings such as the De La Warr Pavilion in Bexhill. 
A packed programme of annual cultural events such as the Battle of Hastings Re-enactment, Jack in the  Festival in Hastings, Rye Scallops Festival, the Hastings Seafood & Wine Festival, Hastings Herring Fair, to name just a few, ensure all round interest for the visitor to this lovely area.
Visit : 

www.visit1066country.com
Contact : 
Jane Ellis at jmellis@hastings.gov.uk 

The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.haweswaterhotel.com 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: 

www.helpfulholidays.com 
Contact: 
Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil. 
Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :

www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com  

Contact : 
Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : 

www.holidaylettings.co.uk 
Contact: 
Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : 

www.homebase-hols.com 
Contact : 
Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
HouseTrip

HouseTrip is one of the world’s largest holiday apartment websites, offering holidaymakers and

holiday apartment and homeowners a safe and easy-to-use platform to find, book and list

holiday apartments, houses and villas securely online. 

There are currently over 100,000 properties to choose from in thousands of destinations worldwide, with over 1,000 new listings added each week.

HouseTrip will be delighted to consider providing accommodation in its apartments for Alliance press card holders on assignment.
Visit : 

www.housetrip.com
Contact : 
Sophie Major at  smajor@housetrip.com 

The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. 
In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : 

www.innonfifth.com 
Contact : 
Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Kaya Mawa

Kaya Mawa is located on Likoma Island, half way up Lake Malawi close to the Mozambique mainland.  
The lodge uses its stunning natural surroundings to create a very special ambiance.  Stone and teak-framed thatched accommodation is spread out around the property. The beach bar, restaurant and lounge are spacious and airy and enjoy wonderful views of the lake. 
In addition they have Ndomo House, a family villa located in its own idyllic bay. The lodge has been rated by Condé Nast Magazine as one of the planet's ten most romantic destinations in the world. 
Kaya Mawa will will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :

www.kayamawa.com 
Contact : 
James Lightfoot at james@kayamawa.com 

Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  

www.kerdowneybotswana.com 
Contact : 
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.laresidencia.com  

Contact : 
Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : 
www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  

Contact : 
Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders who are in the city on an assignment. 
Visit: 

 www.parismarriott.com  
Contact:
 Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment.  

Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : 

www.mircorp.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

New African Territories

New African Territories comprises a unique collection of small lodges and camps in East Africa and a booking office in Nairobi. The collection includes :

· Alex Walker’s Serian camps and Nkorombo Mobile in the Mara Reserve, and 
· Alex Walker’s Sernegeti camps, Tanzania
· Sabuk Lodge in the Laikipia region

· The Sleeping Warrior Camp in the Soysambu Conservancy and Delta Dunes on the confluence of the Tana River, and 
· The Indian Ocean; Masai Trails in the Loita Hills and Kimpalo in Tsavo West 
New African Territories will will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders with a commission.

Visit :

www.africanterritories.co.ke
Contact :
Ruth Spells at ruth@honourway.com
New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.circleline42.com 
Contact: 
Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Norman Carr Safaris

Norman Carr Safaris, "Zambia's original safari company" based in the South Luangwa National Park, is the home of the African walking safari. 
The portfolio includes the Chinzombo Camp (opening 2013)Kapani Lodge and 4 bush camps.  
The remote, rustic and romantic bush camps include Luwi, Nsolo, Kakuli and Mchenja. Luwi and Nsolo are the only camps along the seasonal Luwi River. 
Kakuli and Mchenja are located on the banks of the Luangwa River offering both walking and game drives.  
Norman Carr Safaris will will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance press card holders with a commission.

Visit :

www.normancarrsafaris.com
Contact: 
Christina Carr kapani@normancarrsafaris.com or Mindy Roberts 
mindy@normancarrsafaris.com 

Park Hyatt Saigon
 
Park Hyatt Saigon is a 5-star luxury hotel situated at Lam Son Square in Ho Chi Minh City centre and close to the Opera House, Notre Dame Cathedral, Reunification Palace, Ben Thanh Market and other Saigon main tourist attractions. Ho Chi Minh International Airport, Tan Son Nhat, is 7 km away.
 
Park Hyatt Saigon will consider supporting Alliance press card holders on a case-by-case basis.
 
Visit :                www.parkhyattsaigon.com
Contact :           Jenny An at jenny.an@hyatt.com
Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : 

www.pembrokeshire.com  

Contact: 
Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.icelandbike.com  

Contact : 
Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  

www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com 
Contact :  
Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Saddle Creek Resort (Copperopolis, CA)

Situated in the rolling foothills of the Central Sierra region just two hours from San Francisco and 1.5 hours from Sacramento, Saddle Creek Resort is located in the heart of the Copper Valley in Copperopolis, California. 
Golfers will discover stunning vistas of the towering Sierra Nevada Mountains and Yosemite National Park. An ethereal collection of shimmering lakes, native trees, indigenous grasses and 100 bunkers provide a challenging, thought-provoking experience from tee to green. 

Visit : 

www.SaddleCreek.com and www.SaddleCreekGolf.com 

Contact : 
Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com
Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.thesaillofts.co.uk  

Contact: 
Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk 
Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : 

www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk 
Contact : 
Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
The South Place Hotel, London 

The South Place Hotel, the first hotel from restaurateur D&D London, and the only luxury independent hotel in the City of London, will consider offering overnight stays to Alliance press card holders with appropriate commissions.

Visit : 

www.southplacehotel.com.  

Contact : 
Mallika Basu at mbasu@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk.

St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  

www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk  

Contact : 
Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : 

www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com 
Contact: 
Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur, which reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world, will be pleased to consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : 

www.theExplorateur.com 
Contact 
Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : 
www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 
Contact : 
Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire. Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company. Media visits are also available outside peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 

www.tipiadventure.co.uk 
Contact : 
Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge and Sindabezi Island, Livingstone (Victoria Falls), Zambia

Tongabezi Lodge is a perfect destination for honeymoons, weddings and special celebrations. Personal valets and attention to detail complete an African idyll.  

Sindabezi Island is an exclusive camp on a private isle on the Zambezi River.  

It is the only luxury bush camp from where Victoria Falls can comfortably be explored. Ideal for a family safari, Tangala House is a luxurious family home on the banks of the Zambezi, 15km upstream of the Victoria Falls. 

Tongabezi Lodge and Sindabezi Island will consider hosting Alliance press card holders with a commission.

Visit:

www.tongabezi.com

Contact: 
Ruth Spells ruth@honourway.com

Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : 

www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com 
Contact : 
Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : 

www.VisitOrlando.com/media 

Contact : 
Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :

www.wildernessscotland.com 
Contact: 
Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: 

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk 
Contact: 
Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952



Other products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller, which operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted, will offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 
Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin.

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two. Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will provide review copies to Alliance members.

	AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
	In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Alexandre Thery at alexandre@editionsjonglez.com. 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 




	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com



Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 123 : September 2012 :                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Opportunities for press card holders

· Travel guides 

· Other services from the Alliance 



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See Section two for opportunities for press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance has launched its Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Road to Van Eyck, Rotterdam

13 October 2012 to 10 February 2013

The Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen in Rotterdam is staging an exhibition ‘The Road to Van Eyck’, with than eighty masterpieces from important Dutch, Flemish, French and German artists from the 15th century.

The exhibition will include paintings, sculptures and drawings by Europe’s most important artists of the period, including Jan van Eyck, Jean Maelwael and the Master of Saint Veronica.

Visit : www.holland.com. For press trips opportunities contact: Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com. 

Skiathos Princess, Greece

The five star Skiathos Princess, on this Greek island, is a family run hotel that focuses on families.

The hotel has invested around €1million in renovations with the main focus being to upgrade family accommodation. Kids have the ‘Little Seal’s Creche’ (6months – 4yrs) or the ‘Little Seals Mini Club’ (4y – 12yrs).

There is also an extensive selection of daily activities on offer from aqua fun, face painting, movie time and indoor & outdoor games.Children’s menus are available across the hotel’s restaurants along with babysitting facilities. 

Visit : www.skiathosprincess.com. Alliance members interested in visiting the Skiathos Princess Hotel, contact Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

MERGE 2012

London’s Bankside

19 September to 21 October 2012

 

MERGE is an annual arts, music and performance festival celebrating the contemporary culture and rich heritage of London's Bankside.

Festival events, productions and activities take place in a range of venues including the river walkway near Tate Modern, an air raid shelter, a tiny Welsh chapel, a vacant office block at Borough Market, at Bankside Mix as well as Bankside’s open spaces and workplaces.

 

The outdoor Riverside Stage on the walkway by Millennium Bridge will host live bands in a series of gigs showcasing original song writing and musical talent throughout the festival.

Alliance members wishing to get accreditation to MERGE contact Una Devine at una@unadevine.com. 
 

Visit : www.mergefestival.co.uk. Contact Louise Errington at le@betterbankside.co.uk. 

Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance members on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

For over 25 years Home Base Holidays has been helping people to arrange home exchange vacations with access to many thousands of current vacation swap offers worldwide!

Visit : www.homebase-hols.com. Contact : Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com. 

 

Food features in Suffolk, UK

The English rural county of Suffolk offers a wide  places to eat, farmer's markets, local farm shops, food festivals and breweries.

With an agricultural and coastal heritage, visitors can experience food that’s grown, reared, caught and made in Suffolk.

This can include visiting Emmett’s of Peasenhall, a smokehouse trading for over 100 years that’s been recognised as Best-Independently Owned Shop by Gourmet Britain.

In addition : 

· Southwold is the home of breweries Adnams - adnams.co.uk and Greene King is based in Bury St Edmunds - greeneking.co.uk

· Ickworth Vineyard offers wine-tasting - ickworthvineyard.co.uk

· Pinney’s of Orford and its restaurant the Butley Oysterage - butleyorfordoysterage.co.uk

· the Suffolk Food Hall near Wherestead is the largest farm shopping experience in the area – suffolkfoodhall.co.uk

· stay in the old brewery house above the micro-brewery at Old Cannon Brewery in Bury - oldcannonbrewery.co.uk

Visit www.VisitSuffolk.com/things-to-do/food-and-drink. For potential press visits Contact : Kate Morfoot at kate@junglepr.com. 

The Centre national de l’audiovisuel in Luxembourg

The Centre national de l’audiovisuel in Luxembourg (CNA) opens a major new space dedicated to photography on 29 September 2012.

Waassertuerm and Pomhouse, feature two exhibition galleries created in the unusual setting of an industrial water tower (Waassertuerm) and its adjacent pumping station (Pomhouse).

With its circular gallery, the water tower will become the permanent home of Edward Steichen’s exhibition The Bitter Years 1935-1941, curated in 1962 for MoMA, New York, with over 200 images from the Farm Security Administration. 

Pomhouse will put on a range of temporary exhibitions, the first of which will be Coexistence, a site-specific photography commission by critically acclaimed British artist Stephen Gill. 

 

Visit : www.cna.public.lu. To participate in press trips contact : Marina Bradbury at mbradbury@agendacom.com. 

The Bristol Hotel, Bristol UK

The Bristol Hotel is found in the heart of the city, between the historic cobbled Narrow Quay and elegant Queen Square, just a few minutes’ walk from major cultural landmarks such as the Bristol Old Vic, Arnolfini, Watershed, SS Great Britain and M Shed.

It is located in a distinctive 1960s building, recognised as a prime example of the Modern architectural movement.

Visit the website: www.doylecollection.com/bristol. For a review visit contact: Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Stratford Festival, Ontario, Canada

The Stratford Festival, located in picturesque Stratford, Ontario, is North America’s leading classical theatre, drawing half a million visitors a year. It presents a seven-month season of a dozen plays in four venues, along with a Forum of events to enrich the play-going experience. 

With the works of Shakespeare at its core, the Festival features classics, contemporary dramas, musical theatre and new plays. 

Founded by Tom Patterson, with Tyrone Guthrie as its first Artistic Director, it presented its first season in 1953, using an innovative thrust stage devised by Guthrie and designer Tanya Moiseiwitsch. 

That stage revolutionized Shakespearean performance in our time and inspired the design of several other major venues worldwide.


Visit : www.stratfordfestival.ca. Contact : Ann Swerdfager at aswerdfager@stratfordfestival. 

Rothenburg ob der Tauber,Germany

Rothenburg ob der Tauber is situated on the Romantic Road in the northern part of Bavaria, Germany. With its splendid location and charming medieval atmosphere, hardly any other town is able to captivate its visitors in quite the same way. 

With 42 gates and towers, medieval buildings, the historic city wall, a variety of museums and cultural life, Rothenburg to one of the most visited towns in Germany. 

Rothenburg Tourismus Service is your reliable partner for hotel bookings, group/ FIT programs and press/ media requests.

Visit : www.tourismus.rothenburg.de. Contact :  Annemieke Boettger at info@rothenburg.de.

The Dominican Republic

The Dominican Republic features a stunning array of sandy beaches, dazzling green landscapes, mountains studded with waterfalls, exotic cuisine and a remarkable variety of arts and entertainment options that attract international travellers, sport stars and celebrities alike. 

The destination offers something for everyone and can fulfil the holiday dreams of those seeking sophisticated luxury, eco-adventure, arts and culture or simple lazy days on white sandy beaches.  Year-round sports, effervescent nightlife, distinctive shopping, relaxing resorts, designer golf courses and magnificent national parks make for a fun-filled holiday to-do list. 

Among the Dominican Republic breathtaking surroundings are an extraordinary variety of the hottest and newest hotels ranging from luxury resorts to family-friendly hotels to boutique properties. 

The Dominican Republic offers an abundance of accommodations to satisfy every style and budget. And with eight international airports and numerous seaports and marinas, paradise has never been easier to explore. 

Visit : www.godominicanrepublic.com. Contact : Esther
 Smith at esthercsmith@hotmail.com.

Agencies 

Kallaway

Founded almost 40 years ago, Kallaway is a public relations and sponsorship agency specialising in travel, lifestyle, arts, culture and community
Visit : www.kallaway.com. Contact :Susannah Glynn at susannah.glynn@kallaway.com. 


	News


The Champagne Pass
The Champagne-Ardenne tourist board, in partnership with the online travel agency Via-Voyages, has launched a new Champagne Pass, which offers  visitorext he chance to discover and explore the world of champagne, from cellar visits and tastings to cultural and heritage sites connected with champagne.

The Champagne Pass provides a selection of champagne sites to visit at discounted prices. 

Visit : www.oenopass.net. Contact : Cathryn Hicks at  cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

BA flights to Sri Lanka from Gatwick

British Airways is launching a new route to Sri Lanka from Gatwick next year.The three-times-a-week service to the capital city Colombo will start on 31 March and will be operated by a Boeing 777 with three cabins including Club World with fully flat beds.

Visit : www.ba.com/srilanka. Contact : media.relations@ba.com. 

Fossils discovered east of Lake Turkana, Kenya

Fossils discovered east of Lake Turkana confirm two additional species of our genus – Homo – living alongside our direct human ancestral species, Homo erectus, almost two million years ago. 

Visit : www.turkanabasin.org/discovery/knmer60000 and www.magicalkenya.com. Contact : Felicity Hay at FelicityH@hillsbalfour.com. 

Champneys offers tailored fertility programmes

 

With one in seven couples in the UK have trouble conceiving,  health resort Champneys Tring, has teamed up with the UK’s IVF clinic, Assisted Reproduction and Gynaecology Centre (ARGC), to offer clients treatment programmes.

Champneys Tring will be offering women the opportunity to undergo the 14 day treatment either as guests of the health resort or as out-patients. 

Visit www.champneys.com. Contact : Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 

Cambrian Railways, North Wales, UK 

 

The Cambrian Railways Partnership, which represents the railway line between Aberystwyth, Pwllheli, and Shrewsbury has produced ‘Wales on Rails’.

The promotion is geared to family groups looking to have a low-budget holiday by train, spending three to four days in and around the Aberystwyth-Machynlleth-Aberdyfi area.

Visit : http://www.cambrianrailways.com. Contact : Rhydian Mason at info@rhydianmason.co.uk. 

 

The iDBUS

The iDBUS, is a new premium long distance coach service from French railway company SNCF.

 

The service runs via Paris and Lille to London, Brussels and Amsterdam with  wide seats and free Wi-Fi and 220V-100W electricity sockets available to all passengers.

Visit : www.Idbus.co.uk. Contact : Olivia Gillespie at Olivia.Gillespie@cohnwolfe.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
Off The Map Travel

Off The Map Travel is a tour company that specialises in organising tailor-made Soft Adventure holidays including : 

 

West Swedish Province of Dalsland

Known as Sweden’s Lake province, this is a traditional and tranquil corner of western Sweden that is characterised by dense forests in the north-western uplands and lakes in the east.

 

Gozo Island

Gozo is a small Maltese island in the middle of the Mediterranean Sea. The island is the second biggest island in the Maltese archipelago and is separated from Malta by 5 kilometres of sea.

The Åland Islands

The Åland Islands form an archipelago in the Baltic Sea at the entrance to the Gulf of Bothnia. Åland is an autonomous region with its own flag, stamps and duty-free status. 

 

It is a Swedish-speaking region of Finland with its own laid-back relaxing feel taking influences from both countries.

The Spanish Pyrenees 

The Spanish Pyrenees Mountains straddle the border between France and Spain and offer some of Europe's most beautiful scenery.

 

The region of Aragon is located away from the main tourist destinations and ski resorts and so provides a peaceful and authentic Spanish experience. 

Small rustic villages and towns are dotted throughout the landscape offering a view of rural Spanish life including all of their festivals and markets.

 

Visit www.offthemaptravel.co.uk. Contact : Mark Hayward at mark@swaycommunicaitons.co.uk. 

map2app

map2app has been designed for travel writers, allowing them to create travel guides for iPhone and Android with no tech knowledge or need to purchase expensive software.

Visit : www.map2app.com. Contact : Pietro Ferraris at pferraris@map2app.com. 

Dublin Insider Guides

Dublin offers 18 themed Insider Guides providing ideas, tips and suggestions to help visitors explore the Irish capital.

The themed guides include :

· Film and the locations where many films were shot in Dublin!

· Foodie Hotspots, which is a guide to Dublin’s top gastro pubs, seafood restaurants, cafes and markets.

· Hidden Gems and the chance to discover some of Dublin’s best kept secrets and hidden gems!

· Coastal Dublin highlighting cliff-top wilderness, sandy beaches, yacht trips and island tours. Dublin’s coastal towns are all accessible by rail.

Visit : www.visitdublin.com/Downloads/Insider_Guides. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.McCluskey@failteireland.ie. 

Jungle Island, Miami

Jungle Island has created its largest exhibit yet featuring a white lion, two royal white tigers and two snow tigers!  Jungle Island, Miami's #1 Family Attraction, is located between Downtown Miami and South Beach. 

Visit : www.jungleisland.com. Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

Nature and wildlife on the Algarve, Portugal

With 70% of the Algarve protected nature reserves, the Vicentine Coast offers the chance to discover the native wildlife and diverse landscapes of the region. 

The Via Algarviana, a 240km stretch of inland nature trails and walking paths meandering through the centre of the Algarve region, can be explored by bicycle or on horseback.

Each section of the route is divided into 30km stretches, allowing visitors to relax and take in the breathtaking sights along the way. 

Alternatively visit the Salt Marsh Natural Reserve at Castro Marim, a reserve stretching 2,089 hectares of landscape where keen birders can spot some of the 153 species of birds inhabiting the area from flamingos to mallards.

Visit: www.visitalgarve.pt and www.algarvepromotion.pt. Contact : Josie Self at josies@hillsbalfour.com. 

 

Tai Chi in the Scottish Highlands

SYHA Hostelling Scotland has added Torridon Tai Chi to its range of hostel-based activity breaks.

Torridon Tai Chi will offer five days of learning the ancient Chinese practise, with instruction from leading Highland expert Douglas Hardie.SYHA's hostel in Torridon is located in the Scottish Highlands and offers the mountains and scenery around Loch Torridon, said to be the inspiration for Tolkein’s ‘Middle Earth’.

SYHA Hostelling Scotland is a charity dedicated to providing low cost, quality accommodation across Scotland. 

Visit : www.syha.org.uk. Contact: Roanna Laverty at rlaverty@syha.org.uk. 

	What’s on 


Taste Santo Domingo 2012, Dominican Republic

18 to 20 October 2012

The hotels Renaissance Jaragua and Melia Santo Domingo will host the Taste 2012, a food and beverage

This will be the 5th of the festival and will see the 1st Culinary Cup of the Americas, sponsored by Nestle Professional. 

More than 20 countries are invited to participate with teams representing them in this competition of professional, junior and pastry categories

Visit : www.tastesantodomingo.com. Contact : Esther Smith at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com. 

 

Amsterdam Dance

17 to 21 October 2012

The Amsterdam Dance electronic music festive comprises over 800 DJs, 6,000 conference delegates and 200,000 festival visitors from over 60 different countries . 

Visit : www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl. Contact: Clare Dover at clare@globalpublicity.co.uk. 

Madrid-Lisbon MTBike tour
8 to 22 June 2013

As one of the biggest mountain biking adventures in Europe, the 1,200km  Madrid-Lisbon MTBike tour takes in two countries, two capitals and 15 mountains. 

The whole tour climbs almost 28,000m during 15 intense days with cyclists covering up to 80km each day. The tour is organised by the Portugal Nature Trails.

Visit : www.caminhosdanatureza.pt and www.bikemadridlisbon.com. Contact : Felicity Hay at FelicityH@hillsbalfour.com. 

St. Kitts-Nevis Admiral’s Cup Pro-Am Tournament

13 to 17 January 2013

Teams of professional and amateur golfers will compete in the St. Kitts & Nevis this winter for the Third Annual St. Kitts-Nevis Admiral’s Cup Pro-Am Tournament.

It is the only golf event that is hosted simultaneously by two Caribbean islands featuring play on two world-class courses.

 

The 3-day, 54-hole tournament will feature Pro-Am golf teams competing for group and individual prizes on two of the Caribbean’s most scenic and challenging courses, the Royal St. Kitts Golf Club and the Four Seasons Resort Nevis Golf Club.  

Visit : www.StKittsProAm.com and www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Patricia Rowan at patricia@adams-pr.com. 

Salute to the ‘40s, Historic Dockyard Chatham, UK

15 and 16 September 2012

HMS Cavalier, The Historic Dockyard Chatham’s Second World War destroyer, will fire a ‘broadside’ using all three of her 4.5” guns at 12.00 noon on Saturday 15 September, the first day of the Salute to the ‘40s event.

HMS Cavalier was one of ninety-six war emergency destroyers built for the Royal Navy during the Second World War.

Salute to the ‘40s will comprise re-enactors, civilian and military vehicles, a village square and encampments and 1940s-style singers, dancers and musical artistes.

Visit : www.thedockyard.co.uk/salutetothe40s. Contact : Gail Louise James atgjames@chdt.org.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Tourism Association of Housing, Portugal

Portugal’s Tourism Association of Housing, has expanded its network with six new Casas no Campo or ‘houses in the countryside’ atMinho in the North, Lisbon, Alentejo and Algarve regions. 

With more than 35 rural and seaside properties, the new additions are all based in restored buildings which maintain the region’s heritage. In the Casas da Pedralva, visitors can even experience a whole village which was brought back to life. 

Situated in the Algarve near the Parque Natural da Costa Vicentina, holidaymakers can rent a room or a fully restored house while they take in the recovered grocery store ad restaurant. 

Visit : www.casasnocampo.net. Contact : Felicity Hay at FelicityH@hillsbalfour.com. 

The island of Orpheus, Australia

After undergoing a recent upgrade, the island of Orpheus, in the Great Barrier Reef is once again welcoming guests.

Located  80 kilometres north of Townsville and stretching 11 kilometres, Orpheus comprises a National Park and surrounding World Heritage listed Marine Park.

The fringing reef around Orpheus is one of the Great Barrier Reef’s most spectacular and diverse.It’s not uncommon for guests to swim alongside Green Turtles, Manta Rays and Humpback Whales. In the sheltered Hazard Bay on the western side of the island, the resort istself accommodates just 34 guests in newly refurbished beachfront units.

Flight time to Orpheus is approximately three hours from Sydney, 3.5 hours from Melbourne and 2.5 hours from Brisbane.

Visit : orpheus.com.au. Contact : Caroline Fosbury at caroline@fosburypr.com. 

Kootenay Rockies, British Columbia, Canada

The Kootenay Rockies, a region is known for its steep-and-deep skiing in winter, offers much during the summer months.

The Kicking Horse Resort Bike Park is the highest of all Canadian bike parks and has downhill access to three mountain ranges and the wetlands of the Columbia Valley.There's also the chance to spot a Boo, the bears at Kicking Horse's protected grizzly bear habitat, the world's largest. 

The bike park at Panorama Mountain Village is accessed by a high-speed chair lift with downhill trails for every level of rider. The Fernie Alpine Resort, has the largest bike park in the Rocky Mountains. 

Visit : www.skifernie.com, www.kickinghorseresort.com, www.panoramaresort.com and www.hellobc.com/krbcmedia. contact : Fiona Tso at Fiona.tso@gov.bc.ca. 

The Beatles 50th anniversary

2012 marks 50 years since the release of Love Me Do, the song that catapulted The Beatles into fame and adoration. 

Some of the UK most popular Beatles linked attractions and events include :

Magical Mystery Tour

The colourful Magical Mystery Tour bus provides a two-hour tour of the Beatles’ Liverpool complete with Beatles songs on route. Visit : www.cavernclub.org/the-magical-mystery-tour.

 

The Cavern Club

The Beatles played the Cavern Club nearly 300 times, helping it become one of the most famous live music venue in the world. Today's Cavern remains a live music destination and one of Liverpool’s top tourist attractions. Visit : www.cavernclub.org.

 

The Beatles Childhood Homes Tour (National Trust)

The National Trust offers visits to the childhood homes of John Lennon and Paul McCartney.  Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/beatles
 

The Beatles Story

The Beatles Story's Fab 4D experience takes visitors on a journey into the life, times and music of the Beatles. Visit : www.beatlesstory.com. 

 

The Hard Day’s Night Hotel

The Hard Day’s Night Hotel, Beatles Boutique Hotel Liverpool is the world’s only Beatles-inspired hotel. It is located in the Grade II listed Central Buildings. Visit : www.harddaysnighthotel.com. 

 

Ferry Across The Mersey

The Beatles themselves played on  the Mersey Ferry, which provides views of  Liverpool waterfront, now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Visit : www.merseyferries.co.uk. 

 

Epstein The Play

Epstein Theatre

15 to 30 November 2012

Brian Epstein was the original manager and the mastermind behind the success of The Beatles. Visit : www.epsteintheplay.com.

 

Love Me Do Weekend

5 October 2012

A sing-a-long to mark the 50th anniversary the Beatles first hit ‘Love Me Do’? Thousands are expected to attend this mass participation event at the city’s Albert Dock.  Visit : www.lovemedoweekend.com
 

LET IT BE

Prince of Wales Theatre, London

From September 2012

LET IT BE is a theatrical concert with over twenty of The Beatles’ hits. Visit : www.letitbelondon.com. 

 

Visit : www.visitengland.org. Contact: Mark McCulloch at Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Thornton Hall Hotel & Spa, Cheshire UK

Thornton Hall Hotel & Spa is one of the North West’s premier venues. 
Based in the village of Thornton Hough close to the Cheshire border, the four star family owned hotel has built up a fine reputation for service and hospitality, providing excellent food and drinks in the 3 AA Rosette Lawns Restaurant and accommodation in 63 suites and bedrooms.
The Lawns prides itself on sourcing the best local produce and ingredients. More than £160,000 has been spent on refurbishments to create a premiere fine dining experience, although the restaurant still retains its original mid-1800s oak carvings.
Visit : www.thorntonhallhotel.com. Contact: Emma Garner at emma.garner@artemismediaprofile.co.uk.  

The Oceanside Inn Daytona Beach

SunStream Hotels & Resorts has added the Oceanside Inn Daytona Beach to its unique collection of Hotels & Resorts.  

The Oceanside Inn is a beachfront hotel offering double and king-bedroom accommodations as well as a limited amount of premium and penthouse suites.

SunStream’s collection of properties in Southwest Florida now includes the DiamondHead Beach Resort & Spa, GullWing Beach Resort, Pointe Estero Beach Resort, Bellasera Hotel, Park Shore Resort, Port of the Islands Resort & Marina and The Resort at MarinaVillage in Cape Coral.

Visit : www.SunStream.com. Contact : Heather Zawisza at heather@solarcreative.com. 
Myriad Hotel, Lisbon

Sana’s new 5* Myriad Hotel, which opens on 20 September 2012 is located on the River Tagus, 10 minutes from the airport.

Visit :www.sanahotels.com. Contact : Felicity Hay at FelicityH@hillsbalfour.com.

DoubleTree by Hilton Goa-Arpora-Baga

Hilton Worldwide has opened the newly-renovated, upscale, full-service DoubleTree by Hilton Goa-Arpora-Baga, the third DoubleTree by Hilton hotel in India.  

Ingo’s Saturday Nite Bazaar and Splash Water Park are both within walking distance from the hotel, and the Anjuna Flea Market also is close, making the hotel a comfortable and convenient base from which to explore the breathtaking coastline of North Goa. 

Visit : www.doubletree.com. Contact : Anita Hamilton at anita@hamilton-pr.com. 

Amari Hua Hin, Thailand

The  Amari Hua Hin, which is Amari’s latest property  in Thailand has opened  two and a half hours from Bangkok and next to Khao Takiab, a popular stretch of beach.

The resort also offers easy access to the city’s shopping and entertainment venues.

Visit www.amari.com. contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Hostels in Lisbon, Portugal

Lisbon’s hostels have been ranked among the best in the world in the hostelworld.com Hoscar Awards.

The awards recognise the top hostels around the world voted for by hostelworld.com customers, who rank the properties they visit.

The Best Small Hostel category was won by Lisbon Lounge Hostel (www.lisbonloungehostel.com) while the Lisboa Central Hostel (www.lisboacentralhostel.com) was ranked in second place.

Travellers House (www.travellershouse.com) won the Best Medium Hostel category, followed by Living Lounge Hostel (www.livingloungehostel.com) which is also in the city. 

Finally Yes! Lisbon Hostel (www.yeshostels.com/en/site/lisbon) was ranked the Best Large Hostel.

Visit www.hostelworld.com/hoscars-2012#1 and www.visitlisboa.com. Contact : Jo Hartley at joh@hillsbalfour.com. 

Copacabana Palace, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

The Copacabana Palace reopens in November Following a six months renovation.

The hotel, which overlooks Copacabana Beach first opened in 1923 and has welcomed guests including from Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers to the Rolling Stones and Nelson Mandela. 

The Copacabana Palace’s Hotel Cipriani Restaurant, one of the most sophisticated restaurants in Rio de Janeiro, was renovated at the end of 2011.The hotel will be one of Rio's flagship resorts in the lead up and through the 2014 football World Cup and the 2016 Summer Olympics.

Visit : www.copacabanapalace.com. Contact : Sarah Mirza at sara.mirza@orient-express.com. 

Wilderness Safaris, Namibia

Namibia includes the white saltpans of Etosha National Park, the red dunes at Sossusvlei, the beaches along the Skeleton Coast and the wilderness of Kaokoveld.

Wilderness Safaris, which operates a number of safari camps and guided explorations in Namibia, has reopened Kulala Desert Lodge in Sossusvlei.

Located at the foot of the Sossusvlei dunes, a private entrance to Namib Naukluft Park makes the property the closest location to Sossusvlei.

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at Charlotte@grifcopr.com. 

Lark Hotels, Coastal New England

 

Lark Hotels, a boutique hospitality company with four coastal New England properties, offers “Wanderlark” between September and  June annually, 

Wanderlark will offer six and nine-night breaks to Nantucket, Newport and Kennebunkport with rejuvenating layovers at a Lark hotel in each destination.  It enables travellers to explore coastal New England during the quiet off season.

 

Lark Hotels’ propertiin care The Veranda House and the Chapman House on Nantucket, The Attwater in Newport and the Captain Fairfield Inn in Kennebunkport.  

Visit www.larkhotels.com. Contact: Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Opportunities for Alliance press card holders
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	The following press trip opportunities are being offered to press card holders by the Alliance’s partners worldwide.

Alliance members should quote their press card number when making contact with the media contact and be prepared to show their card if, and when, requested.  Alliance partners have been requested to ask for a member’s press card number.




Information on obtaining an International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card can be found in Travel products and services below or by emailing Ashley@itwalliance.com 

Opportunities

	· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

· Africa Safari Holidays 

· Bath Tourism Plus

· The Broadway Collection New York

· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 

· The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

· Charming Hotels Madeira 

· Ciclismo Classico
· City Running Tours-Chicago

· City Running Tours-Chicago

· Focus Hotels

· Frontier Travel 

· Frontiers Travel 

· Great Hotels of the World

· The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK

· Helpful Holidays, UK 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

· Holidaylettings

· Home Base Holidays

· The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

· Ker & Downey Botswana


	· La Residencia Mallorca

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

· The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

· Mir Corporation

· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours 

· The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

· Sail Lofts St Ives

· Shakespeare Country

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly

· Swaziland and Malawi 

· theExplorateur 

· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK

· Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

· Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia

· Visit Orlando 

· Wilderness Scotland 

· www.cornwallscottages.co.uk




Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay

Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.adventurecat.com  
Contact : 
Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com 
Africa Safari Holidays 

Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to Alliance press card holders who are looking to travel to East Africa. 

Visit : 

www.africasafariholidays.net 

Contact : 
Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net 

Bath Tourism Plus

Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits for Alliance press card holders to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. 

Visit : 

www.visitbath.co.uk  

Contact : 
Audra McSherry at audra_mcsherry@bathtourism.co.uk 
The Broadway Collection New York

The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 
Visit : 

www.broadwaycollection.com  

Contact : 
Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com 

BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK 
BusyBus, a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders  (with a guest) on a review basis. 

Visit: 

www.busybus.co.uk  

Contact : 
Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk 
The Castle Inn Hotel, Lake District UK
The Castle Inn Hotel is a four star family hotel located in the northern Lake District.  
The property offers large spacious rooms and is situated just moments from Lake Bassenthwaite and close to Skiddaw, one of the area’s most popular peaks.  
The Castle Inn is always happy to hear from Alliance press card holders who are interested in stories about the Lake District.
Visit : 

www.castleinncumbria.co.uk 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh  at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme

Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme is four French departments boasting historic sites and châteaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance press card holders. 

 Visit : 

www.champagne-ardenne-tourism.co.uk 
Contact: 
Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com 
Charming Hotels Madeira 

Charming Hotels Madeira are pleased to offer Alliance press card holders special rates and will consider offering accommodation to  press card holders with a confirmed commission.

Visit: 

www.charminghotelsmadeira.com 
Contact: 
Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com 

Ciclismo Classico
Ciclismo Classico will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders with a commission.  

Ciclismo Classico is a specialised "boutique" tour operator that offers authentic and exciting cycling vacations. Its well-crafted educational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music and, of course, delicious cuisine. 
Visit : 

www.ciclismoclassico.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
City Running Tours-Chicago

City Running Tours-Chicago will give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago 
Contact : 
Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com 
Focus Hotels

Focus Hotels invite Alliance press card holders to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK. 

Visit : 

www.focushotels.co.uk 
Contact : 
Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net 
Frontier Travel 

Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both Summer and Winter. 
The company will consider offering individual press trips for Alliance press card holders who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. 

Visit :  

www.frontier-canada.co.uk and www.frontier-ski.co.uk 
Contact: 
Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk 
Frontiers Travel 

Frontiers Travel will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment. Frontiers Travel specialise in the finest worldwide fly fishing and shooting destinations.  
Visit :  

www.frontierstravel.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 
Great Hotels of the World

Great Hotels of the World represent over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. 
Visit :

www.ghotw.com 

Contact : 
Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com 
The Haweswater Hotel, Cumbria UK
The Haweswater Hotel, an art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.haweswaterhotel.com 

Contact : 
Samantha Marsh at samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Helpful Holidays, UK 

Helpful Holidays, UK will consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission from suitable media. 

Visit: 

www.helpfulholidays.com 
Contact: 
Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Hidden Pousadas Brazil 

Hidden Pousadas offers independent travellers recommendations for uniquely beautiful places to visit and stay in Brazil. 
Alliance press card holders with commissions for Brazil can enquire about staying at Pousadas within the special collection, outside of high season. 

Visit :

www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com  

Contact : 
Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com 
Holidaylettings

Holiday Lettings offers a range of traditional and unique villas, cottages and apartments worldwide and will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties for Alliance press card holders.

Visit : 

www.holidaylettings.co.uk 
Contact: 
Emilie and Kate on press@holidaylettings.co.uk 
Home Base Holidays

Home Base Holidays is pleased to offer one year complimentary home exchange membership to Alliance press card holders on assignment to cover home swap or budget holiday ideas. 

Visit : 

www.homebase-hols.com 
Contact : 
Lois Sealey at info@homebase-hols.com 
The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida
The Inn on Fifth is a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance press card holders on assignment. In December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. 

Visit : 

www.innonfifth.com 
Contact : 
Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com 
Ker & Downey Botswana

Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit :  

www.kerdowneybotswana.com 
Contact : 
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
La Residencia Mallorca

La Residencia, Mallorca will consider offering one or two night’s bed and breakfast accommodation from mid September-May to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.laresidencia.com  

Contact : 
Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com 
Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca 

Mallorca Hotels will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders  with a commission for city breaks to Palma and spa & yoga, cycling, walking, hiking, cultural and other activities on the island. 

Visit : 
www.hotelbonsol.es, www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  

Contact : 
Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com. 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, Paris 

The Marriott Paris Champs-Elysees, the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance press card holders who are in the city on an assignment. 
Visit: 

 www.parismarriott.com  
Contact:
 Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com 
Mir Corporation

Mir Corporation will consider offering tours to Alliance press card holders on assignment.  

Mir Corporation is a well-established tour-operator specialising in tours to Russia, the Trans-Siberian Railroad and tours to Central Asia.

Visit : 

www.mircorp.com 

Contact : 
Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises 

New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.circleline42.com 
Contact: 
Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com 
Pembrokeshire, South West Wales 

Pembrokeshire, South Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission in suitable media. 

Visit : 

www.pembrokeshire.com  

Contact: 
Pat Edgar  PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
Reykjavik Bike Tours 

Reykjavik Bike Tours will provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance press card holders. 

Visit : 

www.icelandbike.com  

Contact : 
Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is 
The Royal Park and The Cranley, London 

The Royal Park and The Cranley, two luxury, boutique hotels located in central London are delighted to welcome Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions.  

Visit :  

www.theroyalpark.com and www.thecranley.com 
Contact :  
Li Boatwright at Li@storringtoncommunications.com 
Sail Lofts St Ives

This group of 12 award winning luxury holiday apartments surrounding a central courtyard, just metres from Porthmeor Beach in St Ives, with their own 'holistic' Ocean Spa, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit: 

www.thesaillofts.co.uk  

Contact: 
Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk 
Shakespeare Country

Shakespeare Country UK will host Alliance press card holders and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability.

Visit : 

www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk 
Contact : 
Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk 
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, Scilly
St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance press card holders.  

Visit :  

www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk  

Contact : 
Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk 
Swaziland and Malawi 

Geo Group will be delighted to consider press trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance press card holders with suitable commissions. 

Visit : 

www.thekingdomofswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com 
Contact: 
Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk 
theExplorateur 

theExplorateur reviews hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. 
theExplorateur will consider offering Alliance press card the opportunity to review any of its properties.

Visit : 

www.theExplorateur.com 
Contact 
Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com
Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire, UK
The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa, The Pheasant Inn  and The Bear's Paw  will be happy to accommodate Alliance press card holders  with a commission. 

Visit : 
www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk, www.thepheasantinn.co.uk and www.thebearspaw.co.uk 
Contact : 
Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com 
Tipi Adventure, Herefordshire UK 

Tipi Adventure offers alternative UK holidays on the River Wye in Herefordshire.  
Here visitors can stay in luxury tipis along the riverside and take part in daily paddles along the river itself in Canadian Canoes.  
The holidays are suitable for anyone aged four upwards and as tuition and buoyancy aids are provided, no previous canoeing experience is required.  
Tipi Adventure would  be delighted to hear from any Alliance press card holders who would like to know more about the company.  Media visits are also available outside of the peak school holiday periods. 

Visit : 

www.tipiadventure.co.uk 
Contact : 
Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk 
Tongabezi Lodge, Zambia
Tongabezi Lodge, upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi will be delighted to consider  press visits to their properties from Alliance press card holders with a commission. 

Visit : 

www.tongabezi.com 
Contact :
Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com 
Visit Dublin

Visit Dublin offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. 

Visit : 

www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com 
Contact : 
Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie 
Visit Orlando 
Visit Orlando offers Alliance press card holders visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 
Visit : 

www.VisitOrlando.com/media 

Contact : 
Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com 
Wilderness Scotland 

Wilderness Scotland will consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance press card holders. 

Visit :

www.wildernessscotland.com 
Contact: 
Ben Thorburn at ben

 HYPERLINK "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \o "mailto:stevie@wildernessjourneys.com" \t "_blank" @wildernessscotland.com 
www.cornwallscottages.co.uk

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk a specialist internet holiday cottage agency with over 230 properties throughout the Duchy, will be delighted to consider offering self-catering accommodation to Alliance press card holders with a commissioned feature. 

Visit: 

www.cornwallscottages.co.uk 
Contact: 
Jess Money at jess@suebradburypr.com 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 
Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 

	Services from the Alliance 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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The Intemnational Travel
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Press Card

Ashley Gibbins

Membership No: ITWA 10102
Expires: End May 2013




	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952


	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller


	[image: image81.jpg]The Intemational





[image: image82.jpg]



	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 122 : mid-August 2012 :                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News, leads and What’s on 
· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 


	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Ongoing press trip opportunities 

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 



	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance has launched its Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/ 


	Join and follow 
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 http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2978414&trk=hb_side_g 

[image: image172.jpg]The Intemational




[image: image86.jpg]


 @writersalliance

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Sherlock Holmes Pilgrimage to Switzerland

9 to 16 September 2012

Since 1968 the Sherlock Holmes Society of London has organised pilgrimages to Switzerland's Bernese Oberland region to pay homage to their hero.

Although Holmes is more often associated with London, one memorable story, "The Final Problem", sees him travel to Switzerland where he falls to his death at the Reichenbach Falls near Meiringen. 

Sherlock Holmes author, Arthur Conan Doyle visited Switzerland along with many other great writers, artists and composers. Drawn by the natural beauty, the Byron, Turner, Tolkien, Goethe and Mendelssohn all visited the Bernese Oberland during the 19th and 20th centuries. 

From 9 to 16 September, fans from around the world will recreate a typical "Grand Tour" itinerary to the area. Dressed in period costume they will relive the Golden Age of European travel, art and literature.

Travel writers and journalists are invited to join the pilgrimage.

Visit : www.haslital.ch/en/page.cfm/Erlebnisse/SherlockHolmes and www.sherlock-holmes.org.uk. Contact : Maria Adrianzén at maria@ferretti-tourism.com. 

The Bristol Hotel, Bristol, UK

The Bristol Hotel is located in the centre of the city, between the cobbled Narrow Quay and elegant Queen Square, just a few minutes’ walk from major cultural landmarks such as The Bristol Old Vic, Arnolfini, Watershed, SS Great Britain and M Shed, as well as the fabulous new shopping district of Cabot Circus.

The Bristol Hotel is housed in a 1960s building, recognised as a prime example of the Modern architectural movement.

Bristol plays host to a wide variety of events, such as the Acoustic Festival, the Harbourside Festival, the Jazz Festival and the Balloon Fiesta.  

Visit : www.doylecollection.com/bristol and www.visitbristol.co.uk. To request a review visit contact: Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

The Skiathos Princess Hotel

The Skiathos Princess Hotel runs Greek Gourmet Cookery Classes for guests who want to learn how to whip up delectable Greek delicacies and take their new found culinary skills back home. 

Visit : www.Skiathosprincess.com. To make arrangements to visit the Skiathos Princess Hotel contact Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk. 

Events in Holland 

Crossing Border

14 to 17 November 2012

The Crossing Border Festival in The Hague is one of the most popular international festivals for music and literature in Europe. 

Visit : www.en.denhaag.nl/en.htm
Buma Rotterdam Beats

15 to 17 November 2012

Buma Rotterdam Beats is a new event for urban music genres. 

The event features two-days of conferences, workshops and open-mic sessions and a night time music festival in five city venues. 

Visit : www.buma-rotterdam-beats.nl
Visit : www.holland.com. For press trip opportunities contact: Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com. 

Visit Suffolk  

The UK county of Suffolk is packed with scrumptious places to eat, farmer's markets, local farm shops, food festivals and breweries.

With a rich agricultural and coastal heritage, visitors can experience food that’s grown, reared, caught and made in Suffolk from a wealth of award-winning producers and businesses.

Tastes of Suffolk

· Visit the Chilli Company and its Aztec gardens in Stowmarket and sample some homegrown heat in their bistro. Visit : www.chillicompany.com.  

· Enjoy the local brew in gastro and real ale pubs – Southwold is the home of Adnams - adnams.co.uk and Greene King is based in Bury St Edmunds. Visit : www.greeneking.co.uk. 

· Try some Dingley Dell pork - superbly flavored, welfare-friendly Suffolk pork. Visit : www.dingleydell.com.

· Visit Ickworth Vineyard and go wine-tasting. Visit : www.ickworthvineyard.co.uk.

· Try some Suffolk Gold Cheese. Visit : www.suffolkcheese.co.uk.

· Sample the Pinney’s of Orford and its restaurant the Butley Oysterage. Visit : www.butleyorfordoysterage.co.uk.

· Visit the Suffolk Food Hall near Wherestead for the largest farm shopping experience in the area. Visit : www.suffolkfoodhall.co.uk.

Stay in the old brewery house above the micro-brewery at Old Cannon Brewery in Bury. Visit : www.oldcannonbrewery.co.uk. 

Visit : www.visitsuffolk.co.uk. For press trip opportunities contact : Rachael Paddick at Rachael@junglepr.com.

The Marbella Beach Hotel, Corfu

The Marbella Beach Hotel, in Agios Ioannis Peristeron, is a 5 star hotel in Corfu and one of the most recently renovated luxury resortson the island. 

 

The hotel is located in lush gardens and perched on a wooded hillside with views of the Ionian Sea. 

 

Visit : www.marbella.gr. To visit the property contact Kathryn Peel at kathryn@ophirpr.co.uk
New Chilean ‘Wine, Culture and Cowboys’ Tour 

Darwin’s Trails, a joint English/Chilean Tour Operator is running a new special interest tour which combines wine-tasting in Chile’s wine region, Santiago and an opportunity to learn about the traditional culture and skills of the ‘Huaso’ horseman.

This tour begins with a stay in the historic, bustling and cosmopolitan city of Santiago, nestled under the spectacular backdrop of the snowcapped Andes. 
From here, a series of day trips take participants to Chile’s Central Wine Valleys where they will sample wines, learn from world-class sommeliers and enjoy local cuisine and hospitality in beautiful haciendas and wine producing estates.  
Chile’s vineyards trace their ancestry back to 17th century Spain and are of global importance as they escaped the 19th century wine blight that laid waste to most of the Europe’s wine producing industry. 
Visit : www.darwinstrails.com. Darwin’s Trails will be interested in considering press trip opportunities for Alliance members. Contcat : Adrian Turner at aturner@darwinstrails.com.
College Abroad

Wendy Williamson, Director at the Office of Study Abroad is producing a guidebook called College Abroad, aimed to help students pursue a degree in another country. 

It will be written for high school students to do their whole undergraduate degree abroad and bachelor's students who wish to pursue a master's degree or ph.d. abroad. 

Wendy is looking for an editor who has done multiple degrees abroad herself and can make a case for degrees abroad as opposed to study abroad. 

The publication will be about 95 pages and it needs some copy editing.

Alliance members interested should contact : Wendy Williamson at wswilliamson@eiu.edu.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Burlington, Canada

Nestled on the shore of beautiful Lake Ontario, beneath the Niagara Escarpment, Burlington, Ontario, Canada offers everything for that perfect get-away.  

Its beautiful waterfront features dining, water play, a sand beach and model boating.  

Enjoy unique shopping, exquisite dining, the world-renowned Royal Botanical Gardens, museums, art galleries, golf courses, scenic hiking along the Bruce Trail in the Niagara Escarpment and biking trails and lively festivals such as Sound of Music on Father’s Day weekend and Canada’s Largest Ribfest on Labour day weekend.  

Burlington is located only 45 minutes from Toronto and Niagara.


Visit : www.tourismburlington.com. Contact : Pam Belgrade at info@tourismburlington.com.

Chateau des Charmes, Canada

The Bosc family has been farming in Niagara-on-the-Lake for 30+ years. It’s is where they live, raise families and play. 

Since the beginning they have used methods that are now called sustainable and eco-friendly. Not because these practices were trendy but because they were and are the right thing to do.

Making world-class wine can only start with exceptional grapes. Everything they do today continues in this tradition. 

Minutes from the QEW between Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls. 

Open all year round from 10am-6pm. Daily tour & tasting experiences available in English, French, Japanese and Mandarin. Other languages available upon request. 

Visit : www.chateaudescharmes.com. Contact : Michele Bosc at michele@chateaudescharmes.com. 

Edinburgh’s Festivals, Scotland

An amazing line-up of international talentwill greet visitors to Edinburgh every summer, when  Edinburgh’s world-renowned Summer Festivals take over Scotland’s historic capital city inwhat is anticipated to be one of the biggest years ever. 

The city is absolutely immersed in art, ideas and entertainment on an unrivalled and intoxicating scale as over twenty five thousand world class and emerging artists and creatives gather to entertain literally

hundreds of thousands of visitors from around the globe.

Visit : www.edinburghfestivalsmediacentre.co.uk. Contact : Susan Russellat susan@festivalsedinburgh.com.

map2app

map2app is a web platform that allows independent travel writers to create and publish their own travel guide, for iPhone and Android devices.

map2app is a great way for monetizing local content by distributing it in the form of an app.

The service is free, map2app sells the authors' travel guides and retains a royalty

Visit : www.map2app.com. Contact : Pietro Ferraris at pferraris@map2app.com
The NACC, New York State

The NACC is the largest multi-arts center in NY state and home to more than 70+ artists and art groups located in the city of Niagara Falls and only a mile from the Falls themselves.

Visit : www.thenacc.org. Contact : Kathie Kudela at kathiekudela@aol.com. 


Saratoga Convention & Tourism Bureau

Saratoga Convention & Tourism Bureau is a key economic development engine for this community, the mission of the Saratoga Convention & Tourism Bureau is to contribute a positive impact on the local economy by promoting and marketing Saratoga Springs and 


Visit : www.discoversaratoga.org. Contact : Angela LaTerra at angela@discoversaratoga.org. 


CVMTV Jamaica

CVM TV travels to local resorts in Jamaica and report on their services and secure feed back from tourists on their experience here on the island. The station also attends critical tourism conferences with international tourism ministers.


Visit : www.cvmtv.com. Contact : Damien Phillips at damienphillips@gmail.com.

The St. Marys Convention & Visitors Bureau, Georgia USA

The St. Marys Convention & Visitors Bureau/St. Marys Welcome Center provides visitor information to tourists, travel writers, and other guests interested in the coastal Georgia area. 

Visit : www.stmaryswelcome.com. Contact : Angela Wigger at angela.wigger@stmaryswelcome.com.

	News


The Athens Walking Tours, Greece

The Athens Walking Tours have been voted Athens’s No 1 tourist attraction in Trip Advisor for 4 years running – offers a journey through Greece’s rich and fascinating culinary history. 

Visit : www.athenswalkingtours.gr. Contact: Anthoula Gioldasi at ag@athenswalkingtours.gr. 

Qatar Airways
Qatar Airways will take delivery of five 787 Dreamliner aircraft during 2012.

Over the next few months, Qatar Airways launches services to a diverse portfolio of new routes, including Kilimanjaro, Tanzania (July); Mombasa, Kenya (August); Yangon, Myanmar (October); Maputo, Mozambique (October) and to the Serbian capital Belgrade  (date to be announced).

Visit : www.qatarairways.com. Contact : Steele Paulich at Steele.Paulich@brightergroup.com. 

Port Charlotte Youth Hostel, the island of Islay, Scotland

SYHA Hostelling Scotland has seen Its flagship Youth Hostel in Port Charlotte on the island of Islay awarded Gold in the Green Tourism Business Scheme Award. 

Port Charlotte Youth Hostel is a 4 star VisitScotland graded Youth Hostel. SYHA Hostelling Scotland is a registered charity dedicated to providing affordable, quality accommodation across Scotland. 

Visit www.hostellingscotland.com. Contact: Roanna Laverty  at rlaverty@syha.org.uk. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
Guided Gourmet Walking Holidays in Italy and Australia

Hedonistic Hiking is a small company owned and operated by Jackie and Mick Parsons who divide their time between Italy and Australia, having homes in both Tuscany and Victoria.  

The tours are fully escorted with great attention to detail and unrivalled personal service. The hotels on each hike are chosen for their high levels of authenticity, charm and comfort. 

Visit : www.hedonistichiking.com. Contact: Jackie Parsons at info@hedonistichiking.com. 

New snowshoeing trips in the World Heritage Wilderness, Tasmania

Hikers can now experience Tasmania’s iconic Overland Track and the Alpine National Park through a new snow shoe experience released by Tasmanian Expeditions. 

The four day Walls of Jerusalem Winter Experience and Seven day Overland Track Winter Trek will appeal to hardy hikers who are keen to experience Tasmania’s wilderness regions, views of Cradle Mountain, the tranquillity of frozen lakes and fresh snow beneath their feet. 

Visit : www.tasmanianexpeditions.com.au. Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com. 
Birdwatching in North Norfolk

Titchwell Manor, in North Norfolk, is organising bird watching holidays this autumn to appreciate the diversity of birdlife in North Norfolk. 

The coastal boutique hotel, near Brancaster is hosting two night dinner B&B breaks including guided walks with Stuart White from the Bird ID Company to the nearby RSPB Titchwell Marsh reserve and some of the region’s best bird watching locations.

Titchwell Manor’s birdwatching breaks will be held on 23-24 and 30-31 October and 6-7, 13-14, 20-21 and 27-28 November.

Visit : www.titchwellmanor.com and www.birdtour.co.uk. For a possible visit contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

Resorts Online

Resorts Online features 9,000 0f the world’s top hotels, resorts and lodges under 14 icons for :

· Golf

· Skiing

· scuba diving

· horseback riding

· beach, spa

· safari/wildlife/nature

· fishing

· casino

· marina

· lake

· castle/chateau/palace

· cities /towns, and 

· islands.

Members of Leading Hotels of the World, Relais & Chateau and Small Luxury Hotels are identified.  

Visit : www.resortsonline.com. Contact : Bob Hertzka at bob@resortsonline.com  

Keats House, London 

Poet John Keats lived in this house with his friend Charles Brown from 1818 to 1820, and this is the setting that inspired some of Keats’ most memorable poetry. 
Here, Keats wrote 'Ode to a Nightingale', while sitting under a plum tree in the garden; he fell in love with Fanny Brawne, the girl next door. 
It was from this house that he travelled to Rome, where he died of tuberculosis aged just 25. The Heath Branch Public Library occupies the space where various outhouses once stood. 
The library was opened on 16 July 1931, and displays some artefacts from the house, including the engagement ring Keats offered to Fanny Brawne and a copy of Keats' death mask.
Visit : www.keatshouse.cityoflondon.gov.uk. Contact : Nora Maki at Nora.Maki@visitengland.org. 
	What’s on 


The Great Reno Balloon Race

7 to 9 September 2012

The Great Reno Balloon Race is the world’s largest free hot-air ballooning event with more than 100 balloons and 150,000 attending each year.

Visit : www.renoballoon.com. Contact : David Taylor at media@rkpr.com. 
Gourmet Escape Event, Australia

 22 to 25 November 2012

The Margaret River, one of Australia’s top food and wine regions, will host the inaugural Gourmet Escape Event.

The new food and wine event is set to attract the world’s best chefs, culinary and wine critics and celebrities including the UK’s very own Heston Bluementhal.  

The event hub will be the Gourmet Village at the famous Leeuwin Estate Winery – which will feature master classes, pop-up restaurants, cooking demonstrations, wine theatre and live music. 

Visit : www.gourmetescape.com.au. Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com.  

Amsterdam Dance Event 2012

17 - 21 October 2012

The 17th Amsterdam Dance Event will showcase electronic music with 700 DJs and  140,000 festival visitors from over 60 different countries.

Visit : www.amsterdam-dance-event.co.uk. Contact : Clare at clare@globalpublicity.co.uk. 

Saratoga, New York State

The Saratoga Springs Steeplechase Festival

15 September 2012

The Saratoga Springs community will celebrate its relationship with thoroughbreds at the inaugural Steeplechase Festival at Saratoga, a day of racing and spirited activities set for Saturday 15 September 2012. 

Proceeds from the first annual Steeplechase Festival at Saratoga will benefit both local and equine charities. 

Visit : www.steeplechasefestivalatsaratoga.org. Contact : Barry Potoker at bpotoker@nycap.rr.com.

Saratoga 150 

May to September 2013

Saratoga Springs is the home of Saratoga Race Course, the longest running Thoroughbred race track in the nation. 

In 2013, Saratoga Race Course will be celebrating its 150th Anniversary, a Sesquicentennial, with a festival that will run from May through September. 

There will be Thoroughbred and harness racing along with ballet, orchestra, art festivals and hundreds of other special activities in the City known as Queen of the American Spas.

Visit : www.saratoga150.com. Contact : info@saratoga150.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Seven Dials, Covent Garden, London.

Alliance members are inited to request a place on one of two guided tours of Seven Dials, Covent Garden Villiage, London.

These can be tailored to run for 2hrs to 24hrs dependent on individual requirements and overnight stays can be discussed on a case by case basis.

Modern British Heritage Themed Fashion, Food & Lifestyle tour 

This tour takes in the shopping and lifestyle of the Seven Dials area, which is  birthplace to many British brands and businesses.

This tour explores independent style in Seven Dials, which is home to almost two-thirds (67%) of ‘independents’ comprising boutiques and heritage brands. 

Seven Dials, Covent Garden's 'village', offers independent boutiques, heritage brands, quality British labels and indulgent beauty and grooming salons plus a diverse selection of food and drink establishments. 

The area includes Monmouth Street, Earlham Street, Neal Street, Shorts Gardens, Mercer Street, Shelton Street, Neal's Yard and the Thomas Neal Centre.

Visit : www.sevendials.co.uk. Alliance members interested in a tour should contact :  Kirsty Taylor at sevendials@threepipe.co.uk. 

New England’s unusual ice cream flavours 

New England is home to Ben and Jerry’s Ice Cream Factory in Waterbury, Vermont, and to many other ice cream parlours that use local products to develop a range of interesting and unique flavours including :

Lobster 

During the summer season Ben and Bill's Chocolate Emporium in Bar Harbor, Maine, serves lobster ice cream made from butter flavoured ice cream mixed with chopped lobster meat.  Visit : www.benandbills.com
Pumpkin Pie 

The pumpkin is the official New Hampshire state fruit and Annabelle’s Natural Ice Cream based in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, uses pumpkin to make its signature cinnamon-laced Pumpkin Pie ice cream.  Visit : www.annabellesicecream.com
Maple Bacon 

Vermont is the top-producer of maple syrup in the United States and home to many sugar houses where maple syrup is produced.  

Island Homemade Ice Cream, based on Grand Isle in Lake Champlain maple syrup flavoured ice cream with real bits of bacon. Visit : www.islandhomemadeicecream.com
Chocolate Wasabi 

This sweet but spicy flavour is served up at Mount Desert Ice Cream, with locations in Bar Harbor and in Portland, Maine. 

President Obama opted for coconut ice cream when he stopped by on a 2010 visit to nearby Acadia National Park.  Visit : www.mdiic.com
Black Guinness 

Connecticut is known for its winery trail, breweries and ice cream.

The Old Lyme Ice Cream Shoppe in Old Lyme, Connecticut, sells three flavours of beer infused ice cream produced by The Brewer’s Cow: Black & Tan made with Guinness, Ten Penny Beer Nut Parfait, and Bavarian Beer Brittle made with Samuel Adams.  Visit : www.oldlymeicecream.com
Jalapeño 

Herrell’s Ice Cream, whose flagship store is in Northampton, Massachusetts, boasts over 200 different flavours of ice cream, the most unusual of which is Jalapeño ice cream.  Visit : www.herrells.com
Kentucky Bourbon 

At Ashley’s Ice Cream, available in four different locations in Connecticut (New Haven, Branford, Guildford and Hamden) Kentucky Bourbon is fused with cream and brown sugar. Visit : www.ashleysicecream.net
Peanut Butter and Marshmallow 

Also know as Fluffernutter, this unique flavour is available at Jake's Old Fashioned Ice Cream and Bakeshop in Amherst, New Hampshire. Visit : www.jakesoldfashionedicecream.com
Earl Grey Tea 

Born in a small town in Devon, England, ice cream maker Sue Williams is so proud of her English heritage that she developed an Earl Grey Tea flavoured ice cream, which is available at Susanna’s Ice Cream and Sorbet at Sweet Berry Farm Farm in Middleton, Rhode Island.  Visit : www.sweetberryfarmri.com
Carrot Cake 

At Christina’s Homemade Ice Cream, located in Cambridge, Massachusetts, visitors can indulge in ice cream fill of carrot cake pieces, walnuts, raisins, carrot shavings and cream cheese frosting.  Visit : www.christinasicecream.com
For further information on New England, visit www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 

Qatar

Whilst the capital of Doha is currently undergoing a period of sustained growth with new hotels and restaurants, the majority of Qatar still remains in the form of deserts and sand dunes, offering the environment for a cultural adventure among the golden dunes.

Dune Bashing

The chance to take to the sands on a quad bike with experienced Qatari guides, an activity known as “dune bashing”. 
Visit : www.qataradventure.com. 
Sand Boarding and Sand Skiing

Similar to snowboarding, except changing the high mountains and snow for shifting sands. Visit : www.qataradventure.com. 
A half day desert safari package (including dune bashing, sand boarding and sand skiing) starts from QR 225 (approximately £40) per person for a group of four.
Arabian Night Safari

The chance to see the shifting sands on a twilight sand dune experience and watching the dunes transform in the shadows. Stay overnight in a traditional campsite near the shoreline and waters of the gulf sleeping under the Arabian stars. Visit :  www.arabianadventureqatar.net. 
Camel and Horse Racing

Qatar is known worldwide for the high quality of its Arabian thoroughbreds and history of horse breeding. 

The Qatar Racing and Equestrian Club, established in 1975, continues the traditions today through the pure breeding of Arabian horses as well as hosting horse-racing events. 

Camel racing across the Arabian Peninsula dates back many centuries, it has been known as the “sport of sheikhs”. 

Today the tradition continues in the town of Al Shahaniya, where visitors can take a trip to Qatar’s main camel racetrack to experience this activity. The camel racing season runs from October to April. 

For more information on Qatar visit www.qatartourism.gov.qa. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 
Australia

Crave Sydney International Food Festival, New South Wales

1 to 30 October 2012

This year’s Crave Sydney International Food Festival will include 500 events across Sydney and regional New South Wales.  
Visit : www.cravesydney.com/visitors.

Great Ocean Walk, Victoria

Victoria’s Great Ocean Walk is to be extended this year, allowing visitors to walk all the way down to the beach where the magnificent Twelve Apostles jut out like sandstone giants from the ocean.  
Current highlights of the walk include Cape Otway to Aire River which carves through wind sculpted dunes, coastal scrubland and calcified cliffs as well as Aire River to Johanna Beach which passes through a heathland of spring wildflowers and incredible sea views.  
Throughout the walk visitors can get up close to sleeping koalas and grazing kangaroos in their natural habitat.  
Visit : www.greatoceanwalk.com.au. 
New eco tents take luxury camping, Western Australia

Broome’s latest boutique villa resort, the Billi Resort on Cable Beach, has unveiled its Luxury Eco Tents. 
The property is a base to explore Broome and surrounds.  
Visitors can enjoy a sunset camel ride along the turquoise waters of Cable Beach, learn about the region’s pearling history on a Pearl Luggers Tour or take a scenic flight along the new aerial highway, past the breathtaking Horizontal Waterfalls to the stunning Cape Leveque.   
Visit : www.thebilli.com.au 

Alice Desert Festival, Northern Territory

10 August 10 to 10 October 2012

Local artists and performers will come together for the Alice Desert Festival in Alice Springs.

Highlights include the Bush Bands Bash - a dynamic desert music event celebrating culture through contemporary rhythms, and the Desert Mob Exhibition - Australia’s premiere Indigenous art survey exhibition.

Visit : www.alicedesertfestival.com.au.

New vintage bike tour in Adelaide, South Australia

Visitors can now explore Adelaide from a different angle with tour guide Gwendolyn and her beloved bicycle on an Adelaide Treadly Tour.  
Learn about the city’s history, sites and secrets on your own ‘treadly’ bike, carefully designed and crafted by local bike specialist, Mrs Fairweather’s Bicycle Emporium.  
Visit : www.treadlytours.com. 
New Premier Cabins at Freycinet Lodge, Tasmania

Freycinet Lodge, on the east coast of Tasmania, has just completed the refurbishment of ten premier cabins, situated near the beach.  
With a waterfront location at the foot of the Hazard Range, in Freycinet National Park, Freycinet Lodge is a place to explore the surrounding peninsula.  
Visit : www.freycinetlodge.com.au.

For more information on Australia visit  : www.austraili.com. Contact : Elizabeth Rhodes at erhodes@tourism.australia.com.

Nevada

The ghost town of Rhyolite 

The secluded Rhyolite is classed as one of the best ghost towns in America. 

Situated on the eastern edge of Death Valley, a visit gives the chance to learn about the past of this once-booming town. 

Rhyolite was established in 1905 as a mining town during the gold rush but was abandoned in 1920. 

Since this time, no one has lived in the town. The general store, train station and bank still stand in the derelict town, but the most fascinating feature is the jail, where visitors can look out through the metal bars and put themselves in the shoes of past prisoners. 

Rachel, the UFO Capital of the World 

Located along the Extraterrestrial Highway, approximately 150 miles north of Las Vegas, this small town with just 100 inhabitants is a regular location for fans of UFO’s stopping over to learn about the peculiar Air Force testing facility. 

Like many of Nevada’s town, Rachel was once a mining town which closed over 20 years ago. 

The first UFO spotting was in 1989 and since then the town has been bustling with visitors. 

Ghosts of the Mizpah Hotel in Tonopah 

Situated between Las Vegas and Reno, the Mizpah Hotel was once home to miners during the gold boom in the early 20th century.  

It is said to be have ghostly characters walking the halls. Rumour has it a politician died in the hotel before an important election- his death was hidden by his aides- it is believed they kept his body in a bathtub on blocks of ice. 

The Genoa Bar 

Known as “Nevada’s Oldest Thirst Parlor”, the Genoa Bar is the oldest in Nevada, and has been visited by a variety of famous faces including Mark Twain when he first reported for the Territorial Enterprise.

Presidents Ulysses S. Grant and Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt enjoyed “cool ones”, Clark Gable visited to play high stakes poker games with the local cattle barons.  
Actress Raquel Welch reportedly took off her bra there and flung it into the rafters. It’s still there.  
Genoa is the oldest town in Nevada, and it was used as the set for the movie “Misery” with Kathy Bates and Billy Crystal. 
Fort Churchhilll 

The preserved historical United States Army fort dating back to the 1860s. 

A National Historic Landmark, the Visitor Centre in Fort Churchhill enables guests to see exhibits of history and learn about the Native military American troops that once lived in the area. 

Visit: www.travelnevada.com. Contact : Maddie Smith at maddies@hillsbalfour.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Monastero Santa Rosa

The newly opened Monastero Santa Rosa, is a  converted 17th Century monastery on the Amalfi Coast, which is a stretch of coastline on the southern coast of the Sorrentine Peninsula in the Province of Salerno in Southern Italy. 

The hotel consists of a Ristorante, a heated infinity pool, traditional landscaped gardens spread over five tiers, a historic herb garden and a private 12th Century Chapel. 

Visit www.monasterosantarosa.com. Contact : Paul Charles at monastero@verypcc.com. 

Alila Jabal Akhdar, Oman

Boutique Asian hotelier, Alila Hotels & Resorts will expand into Oman in late 2013 with the opening of Alila Jabal Akhdar, the first luxury resort development in the mountainous Jabal Akhdar region.

Located 2000 metres above sea level and two hours drive from Muscat, the resort will provide access to one of Oman’s most spectacular and untapped areas.

Overlooking a dramatic gorge and with views of the Hajar mountains, Alila Jabal Akhdar will be positioned to explore the region’s renowned rugged landscapes; a location for adventure travellers, nature lovers and those seeking an escape from the desert heat.

Visit : www.ililahotels.com. Contact : Ashley Wallis at alila@verypcc.com. 

The House at Smoko, Great Victorian Alpine Valleys, Victoria, Australia

The House at Smoko is a new farm style homestead located in the foothills of the Victorian Alps near the town of Bright and Mount Hotham – three to four hours drive from Melbourne.

Set among a garden of towering wild Elm & Oak trees and with dramatic views of Mt Feathertop and the Smoko Valley, the luxury retreat is a rich combination of craftsmanship, beauty and history. 

Visit : www.thehouseatsmoko.com.au.  Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com. 

El Questro Homestead, Australia

The El Questro Homestead in the Kimberley region of Western Australia has joined Luxury Lodges of Australia, a collection of the best barefoot places in Australia.  

The Homestead overlooks the Chamberlain River in El Questro Wilderness Park. 

Visitor experiences include guided drives, bush and nature exploration, cattle station visits, bird-watching, gorge hikes, swimming in pristine waterfalls and rock pools, scenic flights, remote picnics and fishing excursions. 

The Homestead is a 90-minute drive (just over 100km) from Kununurra or is accessible via private airstrip. 

Visit : www.elquestro.com. Contact : Anna Hewitt at ahewitt@tourism.australia.com. 

Andaz Amsterdam 

The Andaz Amsterdam will open in October 2012, on the site of the former Public Library on Amsterdam’s Prinsengracht and within close walking distance from the city’s major attractions. 

Visit : www.andazamsterdam.com. Contact: Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com. 

Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa

Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa, which opened in the Gaafu Alifu Atoll in April 2011, has completed the EcoLuxury Compliance Audit, achieving a maximum number of Golden Tents. 
The resort is now recognised as a qualified member in the ‘EcoLuxury Seaside Resorts & Private Islands’ category.
Visit : www.maldives.hadahaa.park.hyatt.com and www.ecoluxury.com. Contact : Lizzie Morrison at parkhyatt@verypcc.com.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Aspects Holidays, one of Cornwall’s leading self catering holiday specialists will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly, UK will be pleased to consider press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact Karen Baker at  Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : Susannah Glynn at Susannah.glynn@kallaway.com or Jack Hickmott at Jack.hickmott@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider accommodations for Alliance members on assignment. From December 2012, the Inn will offer an additional 32 new club level suites. Visit :

www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer : www.frontier-canada.co.uk and the Winter : www.frontier-ski.co.uk. The company will consider offering  individual press trips for Alliance members with or who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance and the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery.

There will be ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  




For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952



Other products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller, which operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted, will offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 
Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin.

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 

	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 121 : August 2012 :                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News and leads 

· What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 
	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Ongoing press trip opportunities 

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 




	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	The The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid Master Card
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance has launched its Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard, a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.

The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.


See travel products and services (below) or visit : https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952.

	Join and follow 


[image: image93.jpg]


 http://www.linkedin.com/groups?gid=2978414&trk=hb_side_g 

[image: image173.jpg]The Intemational




[image: image94.jpg]


 @writersalliance

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Western Lake District Coast, UK 

The Western Lake District Coast has been showcased in a new collaboration between celebrity Chef Jean-Christophe Novelli and local wine merchant and Whitehaven Festival organiser Gerard Richardson.

Jean-Christophe and Gerard first worked together in 2010 to highlight Cumbrian produce, in a book entitled ‘A Mad Frog and an Englishman Go Out in the Cumbrian Sun’.

The new collaboration, called ‘A Mad Frog and an Englishman Go Fishing’ follows the pair as they go in search of the freshest available fish and seafood and meet the characters that fish the local waters and keep the area’s long seafaring heritage alive.

Visit : www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk for information on the area’s many foods, activities and accommodation offerings.

To arrange a press visit please contact Greg Stephenson at gstephenson@cumbriatourism.org.

EcoExperiencias in El Salvador

EcoExperiencias in El Salvador is inviting Alliance members to explore the adventure travel opportunities this country offers. 

Media with a strong assignment (s) are invited to participate in media tours with EcoExperiencias in the months of October and November 2012. 

The hosted media visitation program is "Land Only" and does not include international air.

EcoExperiencias El Salvador has developed itineraries with international tour operators such as GAP Adventures and ResponsibleTravel.com.  

The staff at EcoExperiencias seeks to work with adventure and ecotourism firms across the U.S. and Europe to create unique itineraries with its growing list of well-trained inbound operators
Visit : www.ecoexperienciaselsalvador.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

Extraordinary: Unusual shaped handbags,the Museum of Bags and Purses in Amsterdam

18 September 2012 to 10 March 2013

The Museum of Bags and Purses Extraordinary exhibition will display handbags that have unusual shapes and sizes, including those resembling a fan, shark, or vase.

The Museum of Bags and Purses is home to the world's largest collection of handbags. 

Comprising more than 4,000 objects, the collection offers a broad view of this popular item's history. 

It includes bridal bags, pockets, coin purses, reticules, satchels, evening bags and designer bags by top fashion houses such as Chanel, Louis Vuitton and Hermès. 

Visit : www.tassenmuseum.nl/en and www.visitholland.com. For press trips opportunities contact: Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com. 

London Cocktail Week, Seven Dials, Covent Garden 
October 2012

London Cocktail Week, the biggest drinks festival in the UK will be held in the Seven Dials area of Covent Garden. 

From Monday 8 to Sunday 14 October, the area will be encouraging visitors to experience the capital’s cocktail culture in the area’s mix of high end luxury hotels, underground bars, retail spaces and  exclusive members clubs.

There will be tastings, masterclasses, pop up shops and cocktail parties.

Registrations for the £4 London Cocktail Week wristband will open in August 2012 at Londoncocktailweek.com.

Seven Dials, Covent Garden's 'village', offers independent boutiques, heritage brands, quality British labels and indulgent beauty and grooming salons plus a diverse selection of food and drink establishments. 

The area includes Monmouth Street, Earlham Street, Neal Street, Shorts Gardens, Mercer Street, Shelton Street, Neal's Yard and the Thomas Neal Centre.

Visit : www.Londoncocktailweek.com and www.sevendials.co.uk.

Alliance members interested in press wristbands to London Cocktail Week should contact : Alex Frith at sevendials@threepipe.co.uk. 

Alternative Indian city breaks 

ITC Hotels has a portfolio of ten super deluxe and premium hotels across India’s key cities of New Delhi, Agra, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Mumbai and Bengaluru.

Bengaluru and Mysore

The southern city of Bengaluru enjoys an English summer-day climate making it a fine destination for taking advantage of the parks, green space and botanical gardens that has earned it the title of India’s Garden City.  

Just a short drive away, the historical city of Mysore is a complete contrast to Bengaluru’s regeneration and is the chance to visit the Mysore Palace and take in Chamundeshwari Hindu temple set on a hill with city views.

www.itchotels.in/Hotels/itcgardenia.aspx
Hyderabad – Temples & Tollywood

More commonly known as a modern Indian cyber city, Hyderabad is also of architectural interest with with mosques, palaces and temples from the Islamic age. 

The Charminar or ‘temple of four minarets’ was built in 1591 as one of the first and finest monuments in the Kingdom of Golconda. 

www.itchotels.in/Hotels/itckakatiya.aspx
Chennai and the Coromandel Coast

Set in the southern state of Tamil Nadu, Chennai and the Coromandel coast are an alternative introduction to India. 

Reigning from the 9thto the 13th century, the Chola empire ruled over most of south India (as well as parts of southeast Asia) and their legacy as active patrons of the arts lives on today, with art, music, drama and poetry still flourishing in the region.

There is also the chance to visit the UNESCO world heritage city of Mahabalipuram and the seaside French colonial outpost of Pondicherry.

www.itchotels.in/ITCGrandChola/index.html
Kolkata 

The capital of India until 1911, Kolkata is the cultural and intellectual capital of the country. 

As the second city of the Empire, visitors can take in a wealth of British colonial relics; from the Victoria Memorial, as white as the Taj Mahal, to the quintessentially British Tollygunge Club. 

A side trip can be to Darjeeling, an archetypal hill station surrounded byemerald green tea plantation, beyond which, on the horizon, the great snow-capped peaks of the High Himalayas rise.

www.itchotels.in/Hotels/itcsonar.aspx
Mumbai and Goa 

Cosmopolitan Mumbai is the ultimate city break destination with sights, shopping, nightlife, Bollywood,  Haji Ali’s Mosque floating in the Arabian Sea and local life on Chowpatty beach. 

Mumbai can be twined with with a trip to the beaches of Goa, reached in just one hour by plane. 

www.itchotels.in/Hotels/itcmaratha.aspx
Delhi & Agra 

India’s capital is still a tried and tested starting point for an India exploration to the Red Fort; the old mosque of Jama Masjid; the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Humayun's Tomb (equal only to the Taj Mahal); Rajghat, the site of Gandhi's cremation and the President’s Palace, complete with its regular crew of monkeys. 

Agra has the Taj Mahal.

www.itchotels.in/Hotels/itcmaurya.aspx
www.itchotels.in/Hotels/itcmughal.aspx
For further information and press trip requests contact Louise Ferrall at  itc@verypcc.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Hedonistic Hiking (Australia)

Hedonistic Hiking is a small company owned and operated by Jackie and Mick Parsons offering guided gourmet Walking Holidays in Italy and Australia. 
The tours are fully escorted with great attention to detail.  
The hotels on each hike are chosen for their authentic character and comfort, and fine dining experiences with top quality local wines means enjoying the very best produce the regions have to offer.  
Groups are small and friendly and the support vehicle is always on hand. Mick and Jackie have homes in Tuscany and Victoria and are passionate about the food, the wine and the walking of both countries.
Visit : www.hedonistichiking.com. Contact : Jackie Parsons at info@hedonistichiking.com.

Velti 

Velti is the leading global provider of mobile marketing and advertising technology and solutions that enable brands, advertising agencies, mobile operators and media to implement highly targeted, interactive and measurable campaigns by communicating with and engaging consumers via their mobile devices. 

Velti is a publicly held corporation based in Jersey, and trades on the NASDAQ Global Select Market under the symbol VELT. 

Visit : www.velti.com. Contact : Simon Green at sgreen@velti.com.

Agencies

Artemis Media Profile (UK)

Artemis Media Profile is one of the North West’s leading public relations specialists. The team have managed the media for some of the world’s biggest brands and today we implement high profile campaigns for some of the region’s best known businesses.


Visit : www.artemismediaprofile.co.uk. Contact : Emma
Garner
at emma.garner@artemismediaprofile.co.uk.

Taft (USA)


Taft is an award-winning agency that develops effective marketing strategies and breakthrough creative concepts that inspire audiences to action. 
Whether it’s advertising, marketing, public relations, digital media, corporate communications, leadership development or public affairs, Taft creates and delivers integrated programs across traditional and emerging media. 
Founded in 1983, Taft offers strategic insight and creative excellence to regional, national, and international clients across industry segments including healthcare, technology, finance and travel and tourism.
Visit : www.taftandpartners.com. Contact : Laurie Edwards at laurie@taftandpartners.com. 
	News


The Mount Pleasant Hotel 

The Mount Pleasant Hotel, Doncaster, UK has opened Therapié, its purpose-built health and wellness centre, offering a full range of expert treatments.

Visit : www.mountpleasant.co.uk/therapie-spa. Contact : Helen McIlroy at rjm@mountpleasant.co.uk.

Women scientists in the Middle East

Women scientists in the Middle East hoping to rise to senior positions are being given a helping hand by two experts in global leadership competencies.

Dr Liza Howe-Walsh and Dr Sarah Turnbull, from the University of Portsmouth Business School, have won funding to run workshops which could help revolutionise women’s career paths.

The work in Qatar and the United Arab Emirates will investigate developing Arab women and explore the wider implications for women working in the life sciences and engineering professions.

The results will be presented at conferences in the Middle East in 2013.

Contact: Kate Daniell at kate.daniell@port.ac.uk. 

Barbados

The Historic Bridgetown and its Garrison, Barbados, has been included as a  United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) World Heritage site.

Bridgetown and its Garrison are considered ‘an outstanding example of British colonial architecture,’ offering a story ‘which testifies to the spread of Great Britain’s Atlantic colonial empire.

Visit : www.unesco.org and www.visitbarbados.org. Contact Four bgb:

Sam Hooper at Samantha.hooper@fourbgb.com. 

Kenya 

Kenya is to build Africa’s first underwater museum, located on its Indian Ocean coast. 

Designs for the museum have already begun and it is expected to open in 2014 in the Malindi Marine National Park. 

Famously known for its wildlife on land, Kenya also boasts incredible sea life including colourful coral reefs, sea turtles, manta ray, reef sharks and dolphins. 

The museum will offer the opportunity to study the local marine life and shipwrecks in more detail.

Visit :  www.magicalkenya.com. Contact : Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com. 

Malaysia Airlines

Malaysia Airlines has been awarded 5-star status in the SKYTRAX World Airline Awards, joining a group of airlines to receive this ranking for consistent and high quality of product and service.

The World Airline Awards sees over 18 million travellers from over 160 countries and 100 different nationalities taking part each year in the world’s largest independent passenger satisfaction survey to decide the winners.

Malaysia Airlines’ operates international flights into KLIA with onward destinations including: Malaysia (Langkawi, Penang, Kota Kinabalu, Kuala Terengganu, Kuantan, Kuching, Johor Bahru); Australia (Adelaide, Brisbane, Perth, Melbourne, Sydney); New Zealand  (Auckland); Indonesia (Bali/Denpasar, Jakarta); Thailand (Bangkok, Phuket); Myanmar (Yangon); Vietnam (Hanoi, Ho-Chi Minh City); Cambodia (Siem Reap, Phnom Penh) and Singapore.

Visit : www.malaysiaairlines.com. Contact : Paul Charles at MalaysiaAirlines@verypcc.com.

The Cambrian Mountains, Wales

Prince Charles, The Prince of Wales has appointed 12 new Cambrian Mountains Tourism Ambassadors to recognise their contribution to the area’s economy and environment. 

The ambassadors scheme was established formally in 2011 and now includes 27 members. 

The initiative is a wide-ranging project that aims to help promote rural enterprise and add value to products and services in the Cambrian Mountains region of Mid Wales. 

The area includes some of the most beautiful, unspoilt landscapes in Europe with rare natural habitats and wildlife plus ways of farming that have roots stretching back to the Middle Ages.

Visit : www.cambrianmountains.co.uk. Contact : Carly Butler at carly@cambrianmountains.co.uk. 

The Paisley Canal line, Scotland

Network Rail and ScotRail have confirmed a £12m joint investment to electrify the 8km stretch of line between Glasgow Central and Paisley Canal by December 2012.

Designed by Thomas Telford, the Canal Line started life as a canal intended to link Glasgow with Ardrossan.

Converted by the Glasgow & South West Railway in 1885, it closed in January 1983 as a through route to Kilmacolm but reopened as a branch in July 1990, with the service becoming half-hourly a couple of years later on completion of a loop near Crookston.

Visit : www.firstgroup.com. Contact : Clare Meikle at Clare.Meikle@FirstGroup.com. 

American Airlines

American Airlines has launched a new daily nonstop service between Miami and the Brazilian city of Manaus, capital of Amazonas state and the largest city of the Amazon. 

Manaus becomes the 14th destination served by American Airlines in Brazil. 

Visit : www.AA.com. Contact :  Polly Tracey at Polly.Tracey@aa.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
The Rhythm & Blues Cruise

Among the current trend of full charter music cruises, the Rhythm & Blues Cruise sails from San Juan, Puerto Rico and will go Bluesin' deep into the Southeastern Caribbean between 27 October and 3 November 2012.

 

Two dozen bands spanning multiple genres (Chicago Blues, Zydeco, Americana, Hill Country Blues, Boogie Woogie) and generations will perform on five stages during the seven day, seven night voyage on Celebrity's Summit. 
Visit : www.BluesCruise.com. Contact : Roger Naber at scott@bluescruise.com.

Independent escorted touring through North and South Iceland

The Complete Best of Iceland is a 14 day tour from Iceland Adventure, with a pre and post night in Reykjavik, then six nights in North Iceland and five in the south. 
Visit : www.icelandadventure.com. Contact : Holly J Nelson at horsesnorth@taconic.net.

Voyage Charters, the British Virgin Islands
Voyage charters, which specialises in all-inclusive crewed charters as well as bareboat charters on catamarans in the British Virgin Islands, has introduced Voyage 600, accommodating up to 12 guests. 

The Voyage 600 is the largest bareboat available to charter in the BVI’s. 
Visit : www.voyagecharters.com. Contact: Kathleen Gasparin at Kathleen@vc-reservations.com. 
 

The International Kitchen

The International Kitchen offers almost 100 cooking vacations and over 50 one-day cooking classes worldwide. 

It focuses on intimate cooking experiences include hands-on cooking classes with professional chefs as well as food-related excursions such as wineries, market visits, limoncello factories on the Amalfi Coast, and truffle hunts in the Umbrian hills. 

Visit : www.theinternationalkitchen.com.Contact: Karen Herbst at liz@theinternationalkitchen.com. 

RMI Roundup in Boise, Idaho

RMI's annual Roundup will be held at the Red Lion Downtowner in Boise from 9 to 13 April 2013.

RMI's annual Roundup provides an opportunity for businesses, destinations and attractions in the four state region of Idaho, Montana, South Dakota and Wyoming to meet face-to-face with tour operators from Europe who specifically want to do business in our region. 

Contact : kbirrell@rmi-realamerica.com 

Macau app

Macau, which is a region of  the People's Republic of China lies on the western side of the Pearl River Delta across from Hong-Kong.

It borders which Guangdong province to the north and facing the South China Sea to the east and south

iPhone and iPad users can now explore areas of Macau such as the UNESCO World Heritage listed “Historic Centre of Macau” with the support of the new “Macau Geoguide” free app, offering map browsing, keyword search and GPS mapping.

A mobile version of the “Macau Online Map” also visitors to navigate Macau by simply tapping in the name of a hotel, restaurant, street or place of interest. 

Macau Taxi Translator” is a free tool visitors can download to translate street names and attractions into written Chinese and phonetic Cantonese on the go. Once downloaded, the tool requires no internet connection.

Macau is one of the most ‘connected’ cities in the world, with visitors able to get free wireless Internet access via the territory-wide WiFi Go service.

Visit: www.webmap.gis.gov.mo and www.macautourism.gov.mo. Contact : contact:

Raquel Fonseca at raquel@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

	What’s on 


VideoFest, Dallas Museum of Art

27 to 30 September 2012.

The 25th anniversary of VideoFest will be held the Dallas Museum of Art, 1717 N. Harwood St. in downtown Dallas. 

VideoFest is now the oldest and largest video festival in the United States.

Visit : www.videofest.org. Contact: Lisa Taylor at info@videofest.org. 
Dimensions Electronic Music Festival, Pula, Croatia

6 to 9 September 2012

A new electronic music festikith will be held this September in the abandoned Fort Punta Christo. 

Brought about by the same team that organised the hugely successful Outlook festival, Dimensions focusses on underground electronic sounds from across the globe.

Visit :  www.dimensionsfestival.com and visit www.croatia.hr. Contact : Jasmin Othman at  jasmin.othman@rooster.co.uk. 

Hot air balloon festivals in the USA

Color The Skies Hot Air Balloon Festival Ripon, California

1 and 2 September 2012

Held during Labor Day Weekend, Color the Skies is central California's only hot air balloon festival bringing together Hot Air Balloonists, Skydivers, a synchronized kite show and Air George medical transport helicopter. 

Visit : www.colortheskies.com.  Contact: Jessica Coleman at jessica@colortheskies.com. 

Hot Air Festival Van Wert, Ohio

7 and 8 September 2012

Thee Hot Air Festival returns to Van Wert, Ohio after seven years. Along with the balloons there is a NASCAR display, fireworks, light parade and concerts.

Visit : www.vanwerthotairfestival.com. Contact : Gerald T. Mazur at jersons@msn.com

Flying high in Kissimmee Florida, the Kissimmee International Balloon Festival of Festivals!

This three-day festival has hot air balloon rides, WWII airplanes, helicopter rides and a main stage showcasing local and professional bands.

Visit : www.kissimmeefestival.com. Contact: Keith Charlton at keith@floridahia.com. 

Havasu Balloon Festival and Fair, Arizon

18 to 21 January 2013

The Havasu Balloon Festival and Fair is held in Lake Havasu City, Arizona, when over 50 balloons will be drifting over the London Bridge and dipping into Lake Havasu.  

Visit : www.havasuballoonfest.com.    

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Wine themed breaks in Southern France

Traditional wine making break in the Ardèche

There's the chance to discover traditional wine making techniques including cultivating the vines using horse drawn carts and crushing the grapes by foot during a three-day trip to the Rhône Crussol in the Ardèche where AOC Cornas and St Péray wines are produced. 

Visit www.larpenteur-tours.com.  

Party time in the Rhône Valley

The harvest is a pivotal moment in the Rhône Valley year and is usually marked by a series of festivals. 

These include the Côtes du Rhône Harvest Announcement, which takes place on 1 September in Avignon, and has a grand wine themed procession through the streets of the city.

Visit : www.foudevin.com and www.tourelles.com.

Award winning wine villages

Chusclan and Laudun in the Gard have recently been awarded the “Pole d’Excellence Rurale Vignobles et Paysages” accolade which rewards sites involved in promoting sustainable development and traditions through wine. 

Miid-October is the best time to visit the area as villagers prepare to celebrate “Les Vendanges de l’Histoire” where whole village gives visitors a snapshot of a winegrower’s life in the 1900’s. 

Visit www.laudunchusclanvignerons.com.

Tour the Mont Ventoux Vineyard 

Renowned as one of the Tour de France’s most challenging stages, the Piemont du Mont Ventoux also offers a unique terrain for local wine growers who have been producing distinctive vintages for many centuries. 

Terraventoux now offers visitors the chance to enjoy the local scenery without the strain and tour the vineyards on electric solexes. 

Visit : www.terraventoux.com. 

Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

Food tours USA

The Culinary Tours of Charleston, SC

The Culinary Tours of Charleston offer the Savor the Flavors tour, which is a tasting tour teaching guests the history and culture of Low Country cuisine and the Chef’s Kitchen Tour, which is a behind-the-scenes look at some of Charleston’s best kitchens. 

Visit www.culinarytoursofcharleston.com. Contact: Theresa Stratford at theresa@bulldogtours.com.

Boston Foodie Tours, MA

Boston Foodie Tours focuses on award-winning best eats, including celebrity chefs, old food institutions, food trucks and farmers’ markets. 

Visit : www.bostonfoodietours.com.  Contact: Audrey Giannattasio at Audrey@bostonfoodietours.com. 

Boston Food Tours, MA 

Boston Food Tours introduces tourists to Italian food culture on the North End Market Tour in Boston’s Little Italy. 

Along the way, the guide will also share a bit of neighborhood history, simple but special cooking tips, tastes of specific food ingredients and the best-kept secrets of neighborhood restaurants. 

Visit : www.bostonfoodtours.com.  Contact: Michele Topor at michele@bostonfoodtours.com.

New York Food Tours, NY

New York Food Tours provide food tasting tours in off-the-beaten path New York City neighbourhoods.

On this walking tour, guests taste ethnic foods and discover culture and history of Chinatown, Little Italy and other neighbourhoods.

Visit : www.ahoynewyorkfoodtours.com. Contact: Alana Hoye at ahoyny@hotmail.com. 

Buffalo Bites Food Tours, NY

On Buffalo Bites Food Tours Elmwood Village Tour guests will eat an eclectic mix of tasty food samples at six different eateries. 

Visit : www.buffalobitesfoodtours.com. Contact: Laura Reed, Email: lbsreed@gmail.com.

Mr Darcy's 200th birthday

The 28 January 2013 marks 200 years since the first publication of Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. 

Places  in the UK for Austen fans to visit include :

Bath

Jane Austin lived  in Bath, where Austen lived between 1801 and 1806. 

The city’s preserved Georgian architecture remains unchanged from the streets depicted in Northanger Abbey and Persuasion. 

The Jane Austen Centre, located in a Georgian town house just a few doors down from where she once lived. Inside, an exhibition of costumes, manuscripts, and film clips brings the author’s world to life and explores the city’s influence on her work. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk/janeausten.

Derbyshire

In 2005 Chatsworth was transformed into Pemberley for the making of the film ‘Pride and Prejudice’.  

Visit : www.chatsworth.org
Berkshire

A National Trust property, the 18th century palladian mansion Basildon Park, featured as Mr Bingley’s humble home, Netherfield House. 

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/basildon-park
Wiltshire

Lacock, a preserved village dating from the 13th century, played the village of 'Meryton' in the BBC’s 'Pride and Prejudice'. 

Here the Bennet girls, in particular Lydia and Kitty ‘whose minds were more vacant than their sisters’, shopped for bonnets, sought the latest tittle-tattle from their Aunt Philips, and hoped to attract the attentions of the officers - in particular a certain Mr Wickham.

Visit  : www.visitlacock.com.

Hampshire

Jane Austen’s house in Chawton, Hampshire where she spent the last eight years of her life and where she wrote Mansfield Park, Emma and Persuasion, is now a museum where visitors can step back in time. 

Visit : www.jane-austens-house-museum.org.uk.

Visit : www.visitengland.com. Contact : Rebecca Holloway at Rebecca.holloway@visitengland.org.

Croatia

Croatia offers 1,244 islands strung along its Adriatic coast, has 16 UNESCO Heritage Sites and eight national parks.

Croatian beaches are some of Europe’s cleanest, according to the European Commission and the European Environmental Agency. 

The country’s coast is deem second only to Cyprus for the quality and cleanliness of its waters, with 90 per cent of Croatian beaches judged to be of excellent quality. 

First official Croatian camping app launched

The Croatian Camping Association has launched an app to help visitors discover more about the country’s camping offer. 

Camping Croatia gives users access to over 200 campsites across Croatia, in three different languages. 

Free to download and available on iPhone and Android, the app can be used offline, making it the perfect companion for overseas visitors.

New eco ethno village opened

A new eco-village has opened for visitors on the edge of the Lonjsko Polje Nature Park in central Croatia. 

Strug, in the village Plesno, encompasses eight properties which have been renovated in a traditional style.

Visit www.croatia.hr. Contact : James Brooke at teamcroatia@rooster.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Cross Foxes, Brithdir, Dolgellau, Wales

The Cross Foxes at Brithdir, near Dolgellau has been awarded an Alastair Sawday’s pub award for being an excellent inn with rooms.

The latest edition of Sawday’s ‘Special Places Pubs and Inns of England & Wales’ comprises more than 900 of Britain’s very best pubs with 12 selected to receive an award. The Cross Foxes’ entry in the guide states: “Nicol and Dewi have worked wonders breathing new life into this stone built former farmhouse."

Visit : www.crossfoxes.co.uk and www.sawdays.co.uk. Contact Nicole Gwynne at  hello@crossfoxes.co.uk. 

Historic homes in in Rome, Florence or Tuscany

Visitors to Italy can experience the romantic renaissance of historic Italy by staying in one of a selection of historic homes in Rome, Florence or Tuscany.

Penthouse Marquis Lucifero, Rome

Penthouse Marquis Lucifero, is located at the top of a medieval tower around the corner from the Campo dei Fiori.

The penthouse was once the family home of the Noble, Lancia family, relatives of the Princess Farnese. The grand Piazza of the same name Piazza Farnese is close by. The building itself was built over an ancient Roman temple still visible in the basement, dedicated either to Hercules or to the God Neptune.

Apartment Palazzo Wilson Gattai, Florence 

Apartment Palazzo Wilson Gattai was designed and built in 1867 by an English artist Federigo Wilson for his own use. 

It is located on Garden Square that was opened when Florence was the capital of Italy. The palazzo was recently restored while retaining the original 16th, 17th and 18th century influences.

Villa Castello, Tuscany

ThenVilla Castello on the Tuscan coast was readapted into a residence during the 18th century. 

The Castello has always been a family home and care has been taken in choosing the furnishings, the paintings and all the details over the years. 

Visit www.worldwide-accom.com. Contact : Laura Shelbourne at  laura@laurashelbourne.com. 

Ballygally Castle, Northern Ireland

The 17th Century Ballygally Castle, one of the 6 Hastings Hotels, is one of Northern Ireland’s finest hotels. The castle is located in the coastal town of Ballygally.

Built in 1625 and 26 miles north of Belfast, Ballygally Castle makes a good  base for those wanting to explore the County Antrim Coast. 

This summer will see the opening of the Giant’s Causeway Visitor Centre. 

The Giant’s Causeway, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is located an hour’s drive from the castle. 

Following a major £18.5 million project by the National Trust the visitor centre will give guests that chance to explore and learn about this landscape. 

Visit www.hastingshotels.com. Contact Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 

The Vale d’Oliveiras Quinta Resort and Spa, the Algarve, Portugal

The Vale d’Oliveiras Quinta Resort and Spa, is a 5* resort in the western Algarve.

The resort is 40 minutes drive from Faro Airport and a short five minute drive to the beach near the fishing village of Carvoeiro, the quieter end of the region.

The hotel provides a base to explore the natural beauty of the local fishing villages, coastal scenery and beaches of the western Algarve.

Visit www.valedoliveirasresort.com. Contact : Rebecca Cleaver at rebeccac@hillsbalfour.com. 

Small Luxury Hotels in Greece

Greece has always been a top holiday destination for international travellers and despite recent political and financial turbulence, tourism has remained resilient with only a slight drop in arrival figures. 

Small Luxury Hotels of the World has a series of offers in a selection of it's Greek hotels including :

Pietra e Mare Hotel, Mykonos

Pietra e Mare Hotel looks out towards the Aegean Sea and the white sandy beach of Kalo Livadi on the magical Greek island of Mykonos. Visit : www.slh.com/pietraemare
On the Rocks, Santorini 

Located on the cliffs overlooking the Aegean, On the Rocks Hotel offers the traditional style and charm of Santorini. Visit : www.slh.com/ontherocks
Aqua Blu Boutique Hotel, Kos

Aqua Blu Boutique Hotel, Kos is a shortwalk from the centre of Kos town. Visit : www.slh.com/aquablu
Finikas Hotel Naxos, Naxos 

The Finikas Hotel Naxos overlooks the Bay of Agali on the island’s south-west coastline. Visit : www.slh.com/finikas
Petra Hotel & Suites, Patmos 

The Petra Hotel Greece has 12 rooms and suites with paintings and sculptures by contemporary 
Greek artists. Vwww.slh.com/petra
Ostraco Suites, Mykonos

Ostraco Suites, Mykonos is close to the narrow stone-paved alleys and blue-domed churches of Mykonos Town. Visit :www.slh.com/ostraco.

Small Luxury Hotels of the World: The Small Luxury Hotels of the World (SLH) brand is a portfolio of small independent hotels, with over 520 hotels in  70 countries.

Visit www.slh.com. Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@Grifcopr.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com

The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com. 

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Aspects Holidays, one of Cornwall’s leading self catering holiday specialists will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly, UK will be pleased to consider press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact Karen Baker at  Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 24 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : Susannah Glynn at Susannah.glynn@kallaway.com or Jack Hickmott at Jack.hickmott@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Ashleigh Silverman at asilverman@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer : www.frontier-canada.co.uk and the Winter : www.frontier-ski.co.uk. The company will consider offering  individual press trips for Alliance members with or who can get commissions from UK national newspapers, websites or high end publications with large circulations. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.

· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com.

	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders receive the card itself and the members logo for use with email signatures and on websites and stationery.

Press card holders also receive ongoing support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives.




The Alliance is also negotiating a package of press trip and other opportunities with those of its travel industry partners who wish to work more closely with press card holders.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard

The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard is a new initiative brought to you in partnership with Global Currency Exchange Network, one of the UK’s leading foreign exchange companies.
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	The Prepaid Card is a smart and cost effective way to carry euros or dollars abroad -simply preload your Card then use it like a debit card to pay for goods at thousands of shops, restaurants and other outlets.

The Benefits

· The Card is free to purchase if you load £200 or over (otherwise a fee of £6.95 applies) and there are no costs to top it up using a debit card


· Competitive exchange rates
· A safe* and convenient alternative to cash when spending money overseas
· Top up anytime, even when abroad, simply load online and check your balance online
· Accepted worldwide wherever you see the MasterCard Acceptance Mark

· In-currency cash withdrawals at ATMs are $2/€1.50 (The sterling card is 1.4%, min £1.00) and out-of-currency cash ATM withdrawals are $2.00/€1.50 (The sterling card is 2.8%, min £1.50.) other ATM provider service charges may apply.
It can be an ideal way to keep track of all your business expenses

For more details and to apply for The Global Travel ITWA Prepaid MasterCard visit : 

https://itwa.gcencurrencycards.com/?r=1952
* The Prepaid Card is an electronic money product and although it is a product regulated by the Financial Services Authority, it is not covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme. No other compensation scheme exists to cover losses claimed in connection with the Prepaid Card. 

This means that in the event that Newcastle Building Society becomes insolvent

your funds may become valueless and unusable and as a result you may lose

your money MasterCard is a registered trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. The Card is issued by Newcastle Building Society ("NBS") pursuant to licence by MasterCard International Inc.

NBS is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority as an issuer of e-money

(registration no. 156058)

Other products and services 

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers. It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 
Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade. Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : SamanthaOsborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two. Alliance members/family/friends can also receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.

Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com.
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 

	The International Travel Writers Alliance
	
	AllWays traveller
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 120 : mid-July 2012 :                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News and leads 

· What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 
	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Ongoing press trip opportunities 

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 




	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

See : Travel products and services.

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com.


	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Visit Britain media opportunities during the Olympics

With many media visiting the UK during the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games, Visit Britain has put together a package of press opportunities.

These include media exclusive, complimentary or heavily discounted offers. Click here to download the full brochure of offers and incentives throughout London, England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

The media offers cover culture and heritage, coastlines and countryside, sport and food, music and fashion. Most offers are available to 15 October 2012, although some run until the end of 2012.

To take advantage of the offers, Alliance members will need to have valid media accreditation or London Media Centre accreditation. 

Each offer needs to be applied for directly with the product or attraction whose contact details are included with the offer.

To download the offers visit : http://media.visitbritain.com/ImageLibrary/downloadMedia.ashx?MediaDetailsID=307658. Contact : the VisitBritain Media Team at pressandpr@visitbritain.com.

The Berlin Pass

The Berlin Pass offers access to these and over 50 other top attractions in the German capital, including the Berliner Dom, all the Museum Island attractions and the Checkpoint Charlie Museum.

The two and three-day pass also includes a sightseeing bus tour and public transportation throughout Berlin.

The Leisure Pass Group runs the sightseeing pass schemes in London, Paris, New York and now Berlin. Alliance members can get a copy of the Berlin Pass for review purposes.

Visit : www.berlinpass.com. Contact : Katie Wright at Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

Lefkada, Greece

The Greek island of Lefkada has some of the Mediterranean’s best beaches, quaint traditional villages and a label as one of Greece’s most picturesque. 

Located on a hillside in Lefkada’s stunning countryside, the Pavezzo Country Retreat comprises renovated 19th Century houses.The retreat is in an excellent position from which to explore the natural and historical sites of Lefkada. 

The island was ruled by the Venetians, Turks, French and British, before its accession to the Greek state in 1864. The coastline is rugged, especially on the western side of the island, where cliffs plunge down to beautiful beaches. Inland the hills are dotted with olive groves and vineyards.

Away from the beach, visitors explore the mountainside, pretty traditional mountain villages and the waterfalls of Rahi at Nidri.

Lefkada Town hosts its annual folk festival in August.

Visit : www.pavezzo.gr. For press trip requests contact Aaron Moore at Aaron.Moore@mediacofss.com. 

St Mary's Hall Hotel, Scilly, UK 

St Mary's Hall Hotel is located on the island of St Mary’s,  the Isles of Scilly.

The largest island of the UK’s only archipelago is some 28 miles West of Lands End.

This elegant and completely refurbished townhouse is just a 2 minute walk from Porthcressa and Town Beaches and only 5 minutes level walking from the quay and the perfect location from which to explore these wonderful Islands. 

Since its refurbishment the hotel has also become known for the quality of the food produced with its restaurant - Spirit - which combines fantastic local ingredients, such as crab and lobster and rare breeds meat reared on the hotel owner's own farm. 

Alliance members interested in producing features such as Island holidays, unusual UK destinations to visit, short breaks, romantic escapes, ideal locations for empty nesters should contact Karen Baker 

Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Towan Valley, Cornwall UK

Towan Valley, a luxury development of 16 two, three and four bedroom properties. properties, has just opened on the North Cornish Coast. 

The development is located in a wooded valley a few few minutes walk from one of Cornwall’s best Blue Flag beaches.

The South West Coast Path with its views along the North Cornish Coast and iconic ruins of engine houses from Cornwall’s once booming 18th Century mining industry is right on the doorstep.

Towan Valley is suited to those seeking a more natural Cornish holiday destination.

Alliance members can write about activities such as surfing, walking, cycling or simply relaxing on one of Cornwall’s best beaches.

Feature ideas perfect for Towan Valley include:

· Cornwall – Off the Beaten Track

· Out of Season Cornwall

· Historic Cornwall

· Active Cornwall

· Art Cornwall

Towan Valley will be delighted to hear from Alliance members interested in a press trip to experience the development.

Visit : www.towanvalley.co.uk. Contact Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Teylers Museum Haarlem discovers three new drawings by Raphael

Three recently rediscovered drawings by Raphael (1483-152the will be unvieled at a major Raphael exhibition to be held in Teylers Museum (28 September 2012 to 6 January 2013)

Teylers Museum now owns twelve – rather than nine – drawings by Raphael. The three new drawings are: 

· Portrait of a young man (1515-17)

· Flying Putto (1518), and

· Joshua speaks to the Israeli tribal leaders in Sichem (1516-18). 

The drawings used to be attributed to Raphael’s pupils. Raphael had a studio where he worked closely with many pupils on large commissions, including the world famous ‘Stanze’ at the Vatican.

Visit : www.rafael2012.nl and www.holland.com. For more information and press trip opportunities contact: Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com. 

Jura Whisky ‘Community Spirit’ Photography Competition

Jura single malt whisky, in partnership with Olympus, is launching an online photography competition to find images from across the world that best embody the theme of ‘community spirit’.

Three budding amateur photographers are being offered the chance to win an unforgettable trip to the island of Jura, off Scotland’s dramatic West Coast. 
The island is famed for its small and close-knit community of less than 200, united by the island they love and the warmth of its people. 
The walls of the Distillery Visitor Centre are adorned with photos of Diurachs (the Gaelic name for the people of Jura), past and present, who have all played their part in contributing to the island’s famous community spirit.

To experience Jura's island life for themselves, amateur photographers are invited to submit photographs that best tell a story of community spirit. 
These images could include photos of groups or individuals that evoke the spirit of the neighbourhood in which they live, or even photos of festivals and events that conjure the character of a particular place.

Each one of the three winners and their partners will enjoy a week’s all-expenses stay in the exclusive Jura Lodge and a VIP tour of the Jura distillery and island. 
The winners will also receive an Olympus PEN E-PL3 camera to create a lasting memento of their visit to Jura, and a photography workshop on the island from award-winning photographer David Nightingale.

Visit : www.isleofjura.com/communityspirit and www.chromasia.com. Contact : Harry Hussain at  hhussain@webershandwick.com.

Blackpool, UK

The UK resort of Blackpool has much to offer beyond the traditional 'seaside' vacation including :

SEA LIFE Blackpool

SEA LIFE Blackpool is home to one of the largest collections of tropical sharks in Europe. Housing more than fifty spectacular displays and over 1,000 assorted sea creatures it takes visitors on a journey from the coastline and sandy shallows to the ocean depths.

Visit : www.visitsealife.com/blackpool. 

The Blackpool Tower Dungeon

Then The Blackpool Tower Dungeon comprises ten actor led shows, that takes guests on a fun journey of the North West’s most horrible 1,000 years of history.

visit : www.the-dungeons.co.uk/blackpool/en. 

Madame Tussauds Blackpool

Madame Tussauds has added HM the Queen, the Duke & Duchess of Cambridge to its collection of wax figures. 

Visit : www.madametussauds.com/blackpool. 

The Blackpool Tower Eye

The Blackpool Tower Eye offers views of the North West’s coastline. The newly refurbished Tower top gives 360 degree views and there’s an all new SkyWalk.

Visit : www.theblackpooltower.com
Visit : www.visitblackpool.com. For press passes and press trip opportunities contact :  Seb at seb@brazenpr.com. 

The Yarn Market Hotel, Dunster, Somerset

With England suffering from a period of inclement weather, the Yarn Market Hotel in Dunster has launched a "Raincheck Holiday" promotion.

 Dunster, which is locatedon the edgeof the Exmoor National Park, lies in a microclimate and will often avoid rain at all when other places are suffering heavy storms and flooding.

Under it's Raincheck Holidays the hotel will offer up to 100% of accommodation costs if it rains in Dunster during the day.

The medieval village of Dunster has its Castle at one end of the High Street, which is owned by the National Trust.

Exmoor offers spectacular scenery and an abundance of wildlife.

The Yarn Market will consider requests for accommodation from Alliance members with a commission.

Visit : www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk/raincheck and www.Exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk. Contact : Antony Brunt at  hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Honeymooners Review Guide

The Honeymooners Review Guide focuses entirely on Romance and Honeymoon Travel. We use only top professional travel writers via contract.  

Visit : www.luvtrip.com. Contact : Ronald Haller at ron@honeymoonersreviewguide.com.

Feretti Tourism (Switzerland)

Feretti Tourism represents Swiss tourism service providers in the UK and Nordic markets

Visit : www.ferretti-tourism.com. Contact : Maria Adrianzén at maria@ferretti-tourism.com.

Isle of Jura

Off the west coast of Scotland lies one of nature’s best kept secrets, the Isle of Jura.  Populated by a community of less than 200 known as Diurachs (the Gaelic name for the people of Jura), it is a place of myth, legend and intrigue – and an award-winning range of single malt whiskies, which hold the promise of good fortune for all those that believe.  
There are four classic bottlings in the Jura Collection: Origin 10, Superstition, Diurach’s Own and Prophecy

Visit : www.isleofjura.com. Contact : Harry Hussain at hhussain@webershandwick.com.

The Chilterns Tourism Network (UK)

The Chilterns Tourism Network is made up of over 100 small tourism suppliers in the Chilterns area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Contact : Mary Tebje at marytebje@ymail.com.

Travel and Leisure News (USA)

Travel and Leisure News distributes a weekly press release newsletter featuring Festivals, Fairs & Events; Food and Wine Events; Arts, Culture, Theater; Accommodations; Museums/Attractions; Adventure/Tours; CVBs/Tourism Bureaus. News is mostly North America.

Visit : www.TravelandLeisureNews.com. Paul McKenzie at editor@travelandleisurenews.com.

Allways a chance (UK) 

Always A Chance was established in memory of James Cooper and James Kouzaris who were tragically murdered whilst on holiday in Sarasota, Florida on April 16th 2011. 

The charity aims to create a legacy for both men by supporting victims of violent crime whilst removing the endemic social causes which lead to violence and criminality amongst young people.

Visit : www.alwaysachance.org.uk. Contact : Paul Davies at info@alwaysachance.org.uk.

	News


TrueGreece.org

True Greece is an initiative by the Greek National Tourism Organisation to highlight Greece as a travel destination by providing a web-based platform of official and reliable information. 

The website provides interviews with opinion leaders in the travel industry; tourists’ testimonials, videos, photos; as well as tips and informative articles on what’s happening in Greece, from a real perspective.

 www.visitgreece.org.

South African Airways 

SAA has launched a service between Johannesburg and Maun, Botswana.  

The morning non-stop flight from New York to Johannesburg serves to connect the following morning to Maun and the chance to start discovering the Okavango Delta by that afternoon.  

Visit : www.flysaa.com. Contact : Elizabeth Ninomiya at ElizabethNinomiya@flysaa.com.

Germany

Germany has won ‘Best Overseas Country for Groups’ at The 2012 Group Travel Awards.

Two tourist attractions in Germany were also shortlisted: the Volkswagen theme park, ‘Autostadt’, in Wolfsburg and ’Siegfried’s Mechanical Music Cabinet Museum’ in Rüdesheim.  

Lufthansa was shortlisted in the ‘Best Airline for Groups’ category. 

Visit : www.germany.travel. Contact : Victoria Kyme at victoria.kyme@germany.travel.         
The Renaissance Hollywood Hotel, California

Loews Hotels & Resorts has purchased the Renaissance Hollywood Hotel at Hollywood Boulevard in California, which will undergo a multi-million dollar renovation later this year.

Since opening in 2001, the hotel has become a premier location in Hollywood  with views of the Hollywood sign and the  Walk of Fame. 

Visit : www.loewshotels.com. Contact : Shane Fortey at shane.fortey@kbc-pr.com. 

Discover New England app

The Discover New England Travel Guide is now available for the iPad and iPhone via a new, free Essentially America App. The Discover New England Travel Guide offers useful tips for those visiting the New England States.  

Visit : www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 

Malaysia Airlines

Malaysia Airlines has launched a discount fares to destinations across Southeast Asia, and Australasia – including Vietnam, Cambodia, Myanmar, Indonesia, Singapore, Australia and New Zealand.

The promotion also coincides with  the launch of the airlines non-stop Airbus A380 superjumbo service from London Heathrow to Kuala Lumpur from 2 July 2012. 
Visit : www.malaysiaairlines.com. Contact : Alicia at ad@verypcc.com.

McCarran International Airport, Las Vegas

McCarran International Airport has opened its new $2.4 billion terminal 3.

Visit www.mccarran.com and www.visitlasvegas.co.uk. Contact : Josie Self at josies@hillsbalfour.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
Botanical tour to Jordan

Cox & Kings, the world’s longest established tour operator, is offering a one-off escorted botanical tour to Jordan from 18 – 27 April 2013. 

Led by English garden and landscape designer Paul Hervey-Brookes, the 10-night tour will experience the rich flora of the region when the desert is in bloom.

Jordan has over 2,500 plant species, of which 100 are endemic, and the tour includes visits to Dihbeen Forest, Dana Biosphere Reserve, Wadi Rum desert and the magnificent Royal Botanic Gardens, where it is possible to see some of these. 

Cox & Kings is the world’s longest established travel company. Its history stretches back more than 250 years to 1758 when Richard Cox was appointed regimental agent to the Footguards (later the Grenadier Guards). 

The company’s fortunes grew hand in hand with the British empire and by the early 20th century the company was acting as agent and banker throughout the armed forces and as a shipping agent. 

Today, Cox & Kings organises escorted small-group tours and private tailor-made travel in the Indian Subcontinent, Latin America, the Middle East, the Far East, Africa, Europe, Australia, New Zealand and the South Pacific, and the Caribbean.

It has operations in London, the US, Japan, Australia and throughout India. 

Visit : www.coxandkings.co.uk. Contact : Katie Parsons at katie.parsons@coxandkings.co.uk.

The Orange County Regional History Center, Orlando

The Orange County Regional History Center, housed in a restored historic five-story 1927 county courthouse in downtown Orlando, showcases the collection of the Historical Society of Central Florida.

The museum, a Smithsonian Institution affiliate and accredited by the American Association of Museums, features three floors of permanent exhibitions and also presents nationally important limited-run exhibitions.

Visit : www.thehistorycenter.org. Contact : Sherry Meadows Lewis at sherry.lewis@ocfl.net. 

Hiking and Biking in Val d’Isère

The French Alpine resort of Val d’Isère in summer offers a range pursuits for   walkers, cyclists and mountain bikers.

These can be undertaken in areas including the Vanoise National Park, Iseran Mountain Pass and Ouillette Lake.Riders now have access to a series of special tracks for novice and expert riders, with 21 downhill trails, eight endurance runs, two cross-country circuits and one family ride.

There are also 32 long and short hiking trails as well as professional guides available. The new cultural walking route, ‘7 Chapel Circuit’ is a gentle walk geared to families with young children. The Solaise Express Chairlift, Olympique Cable Car and Borsat Chairlift will be open  from 30 June and 2 September 2012. 

Visit : www.valdisere.com. Contact : Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com. 

Golf at the Carnegie Club, Skibo Castle, Scotland

The Carnegie Club at Skibo Castle is offering public tee times to non-residents until October 2012.

The private members-only club, which is located near Dornoch in the North East of Scotland, is known for its 18-hole championship Carnegie Links golf course. 

Formerly the summer home of US philanthropist and steel magnate, Andrew Carnegie, Skibo Castle provides accommodation within the castle itself and in 12 family lodges which are dotted around the 7,500 acre estate.

Visit : www.carnegieclub.co.uk. Contact : Katy Renwick at katy.renwick@carnegieclub.co.uk.

Fungi foraging in Wales

The Metropole Hotel in Llandrindod Wells is engaging the services of fungi expert Daniel Butler to run fungi safaris in a region known for mushrooms of all kinds. These include chanterelles, porcini, wood hedgehogs, giant puffballs and parasols.

The Metropole is owned by Justin Baird-Murray and his sister, Sarah, who are the fifth generation of their family to be running the hotel.

Visit : www.metropole.co.uk. contact : Nerys Lloyd-Pierce at nerys@lloyd-pierec.co.uk. 

Traverse City, Michigan

National Geographic Magazine has named Traverse City, Michigan as one of the best summer trips 2012.

Traverse City is a beach town with 180 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline and 149 inland lakes of 10 acres or more. National Geographic Magazine praised the area for its quaint port villages, sandy beaches, historic lighthouses, rolling orchards and family-friendly festivals. 

It also highlighted the area’s amazing Sleeping Bear Sand Dunes with the 150-foot Dune Climb and the beautiful Lake Michigan beach.

Traverse City features alongside other notable destinations such as St Petersburg, Russia, Barcelona, Spain and Argyll and the Isles in Scotland.

Visit :  www.traversecity.com. Contact : Fiona Pettitt at Fiona@cellet.co.uk. 

	What’s on 


Snape Proms, Snape Maltings Concert Hall, Aldeburgh, Suffolk, UK
1 to 31 August 2012

The Snape Proms runs throughout the month of August at Snape Maltings Concert Hall with a different concert each night at 7.30pm.  

Performances include jazz, rock, classical, poetry, comedy and folk, and starts on Wednesday 1 August with Ruthie Henshall – singer, actress and TV personality, star of Broadway and the West End. 

Visit : www.aldeburgh.co.uk and www.visitsuffolk.com. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com. 

The Sri Lankan Airlines Golf Classic 2012

9 to 12 August 2012

The Sri Lankan Airlines Golf Classic 2012 is to be held at the Nuwara Eliya Golf Club.

Built in 1889 the 18 hole course is the second oldest in Sri Lanka and sits in a valley 6233 feet above sea level in the central hills of Sri Lanka's tea country.

Nuwara Eliya was funded by Samuel Baker during the British Colonial era and is known as 'Little England' with many of the buildings still retaining colonial features. Being at a high altitude gives it a mean annual temperature of 12-16 degrees Celsius in contrast to the 26-30 degrees Celsius at Reef Villa & Spa on the coast.

Accommodation for the tournament can e at the Reef Villa and Spa,  a luxury boutique hotel set in acres of tropical gardens with palm fringed pavilions and reflection pools.

Visit : www.reefvilla.com. Contact : Bernadette Barker at bernadette@reefvilla.com. 

One Of These Days, Blackpool, UK

8 and 9 December 2012

One Of These Days at Blackpool Winter Gardens will provide a showcase for a number of other international festivals including Field Day, the Oya Festival, Melt!, Kendal Calling and the Glastonbury Dance Village.

Visit : www.oneofthesedaysfestival.com. Contact Georgia at georgia@thezeitgeistagency.com. 

Miami Spice

1 August to 30 September 2012

The 11th Annual Miami Spice Restaurant Programme has discounted three-course lunch and dinner menus in restaurants throughout the Greater Miami area.

The expanded format of Miami Spice:  presented by American Express and sponsored by Stella Artois and BACARDI® rum will consist of a two restaurant groups:  Luxury Restaurants and Fine Dining Restaurants. 

Luxury restaurants will offer three course prix-fixe lunches at $23 per person, dinners at $39.  

Fine dining restaurants will feature menus at $19 for lunch, $33 for dinner. All Miami Spice menus include an appetizer, entrée and dessert as part of the fixed price, which excludes tax and gratuities.

Visit : www.iLoveMiamiSpice.com and www.MiamiAndBeaches.com. Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

UK Pride celebrations

Manchester Pride

17 – 27 August

Manchester has a thriving LGBT scene, centred around 'The Gay Village' in Canal Street.

The Village has a collection of gay bars, most of them are straight-friendly and the popularity of the area with heterosexuals underlines the welcoming open-minded attitude.

The New Union Hotel & Show Bar, built in 1865, was one of the first gay establishments in Manchester and has been a gay venue ever since.

Visit : www.manchesterpride.com. Contact : Mark McCulloch : Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org.  

Pride Brighton & Hove Celebrates 20 Years

1 September 2012

Brighton is celebrating 20 years of everything lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender in a week-long extravaganza of events and parties. 

Since 1992 Brighton Pride has evolved into one of the biggest Pride festival in the UK with the resort being known as the Gay Capital of Europe.

Brighton Pride culminates in a carnival parade and party in Preston Park.

Visit : www.Brightonpride.org. Contact :  info@onlyinbrighton.co.uk. 

Rutland Food Festival, Rutland Water UK 

Saturday 15 September 2012
A celebration of all the food and drink on offer in and around Rutland.  From small family run farm shops to traditional bakeries and award winning butchers, there is something for all tastes in England’s smallest county.  
Come and sample thirst quenching ciders and beers, nibble on pork pies and cheeses and savour organic freshly cooked sausages and Dexter old spot burgers. Rutland Day is on the same site as the Food Festival, and has a line-up of live music.

Visit : www.discover-rutland.co.uk. Contact : Mary Copley at mcopley@rutland.gov.uk. 
	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Thirty years of Graceland, Memphis

Elvis Presley's Graceland mansion in Memphis, Tennessee first opened its doors to the public in 1992.

It is now the second most visited buidling in American - after the White House! The busiest time of the year is August, during the annual commemoration of Elvis' death. 

August 2012 marks the 35th anniversary of the death of the King of Rock'n'Roll, when Graceland expects to greet its 18th million visitor! Built by a Memphis chiropractor for his wife in 1939, and named after her aunt Grace, Elvis bought the property in March 1957 and it remained his home until his untimely death aged only 42 in 1977. 

Graceland has a host of Elvis memorabilia, including stage suits, gold records and private jets.  Among the first visitors to Graceland was Paul Simon, who used the home as the inspiration for what he called the best song he'd ever written....'Graceland'.

Visit : www.elvis.com/grace and and www.eep-south-USA.com. Contact : 

Info@deep-south-usa.com.

Orienteering in the Dolomites

The Dolomites, declared a UNESCO world heritage site, are the backdrop to Alta Badia’s second orienteering competition between 14 and 16 September. 2012.

The Dolomites are a mountain range located in north-eastern Italy.

The contest is organised by the Alta Badia Tourist Board, as part of the “Trofeo delle Regioni 2012” (Regional Trophy).

Orienteering, in Italy also called “the woodland sport”, is a sport that uses special maps with conventional signs that are the same all over the world. 

It is a time trial in which competitors, aided by a detailed map and compass, must reach the finish line as fast as possible, by passing through a series of check points. You can compete individually or as a team, passing through the various check points in the area.

During the summer there are orienteering courses for tourists that aim to offer information and allow lovers of the Dolomites to enjoy orienteering. 

Visit : www.altabadia.org and www.altabadiaorienteering.com. Contact : Maria Cristina Caccia at mariacristina.caccia@mentalitasportiva.it and Nicole Dorigo at press@altabadia.org.

Longleat Safari & Adventure Park, Wiltshire, UK

Longleat Safari & Adventure Park has been voted the UK’s best animal or sea life attraction at the 2012 Group Travel Awards.

Also short listed were Chester Zoo, London Aquarium, Whipsnade Zoo and Woburn Safari Park.

Over the past 18 months Longleat has embarked on an ongoing programme of investment and acquisition.

The Bishopstrow House and Spa Hotel in Warminster and Homewood Park Hotel & Spa in Hinton Charterhouse have been aquired.

At the park itself, the Cheetah Kingdom, is a new giraffe feeding platform, and there is a major new lakeside gorilla enclosure and a walkthrough lemur exhibit.

Longleat Safari & Adventure Park is set within 900 acres of ‘Capability’ Brown landscaped grounds in Warminster, Wiltshire UK.

Visit www.longleat.co.uk and www.longleathotels.co.uk. Contact : Florence Wallace at flo.wallace@longleat.co.uk.

The Cancun Underwater Museum

The Cancun Underwater Museum, located in the waters of the Manchones Natural Park (between Cancun and Isla Mujeres), is undertaking the third phase of its development with the introduction of approximately 60 new sculptures by British artist Jason de Caires Taylor.

Since 2010, sculptures have been sunk to the bottom of the ocean in two phases and marine life has slowly moved into the museum area.

Cancun is located in the northern part of the southeastern Mexican state of Quintana Roo. 

The most popular tourism destination in Mexico and Latin America has added to its sun, beach, and nightlife, by creating a five-day route that will offer visitors a chance to experience adventure and interaction with nature. 

Visit : www.cancun.travel. Amy Scott at amy@axistravelmarketing.com.

Texas 

The Aquatica, SeaWorld, San Antonio

The Aquatica at SeaWorld in San Antonio has opened giving visitors  up-close experience with marine animals.

Visit : www.seaworldparks.com/seaworld-sanantonio/Aquatica-San-Antonio.

Six Flags Fiesta Texas, San Antonio

Six Flags Fiesta Texas in San Antonio will introduce Sky Screamer this summer. 

The ride will spin thrill seekers 200 feet in the air and once at full swing, it will soar them in a 98-foot circle at speeds up to 40mph. 

www.sixflags.com/fiestatexas. 

The Historic Pleasure Pier on Galveston Island

The Historic Pleasure Pier theme park on Galveston Island has opened.

The park is based on the original Pleasure Pier that was built on the island in the 1940s, and will offer 16 rides, a full-service restaurant, midway games, shopping and live entertainment.  

Visit :  www.pleasure-pier.com.
The Schlitterbahn Beach Resort

The Schlitterbahn Beach Resort will open this summer in South Padre Island, with the new 221-room resort will featuring family suites, a variety of shops and restaurants and unlimited access to the indoor and outdoor waterparks. 

Visit : www.schlitterbahn.com/spi. 

Visit : www.traveltex.com. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.

Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk

Bury St Edmunds in Suffolk is promoting itself as a UK short break destination.

The city has St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Britain’s smallest pub, the UK’s only surviving Regency Playhouse and one of the largest breweries in the country.

The town is home to one of the most important monasteries of medieval Europe and Suffolk’s only cathedral. 

To visit

· St Edmundsbury Cathedral : www.stedscathedral.co.uk  

· Abbey Gardens : www.stedmundsbury.gov.uk/sebc/play/abbeygardens  

· St Mary’s Church : www.buryparishchurch.com 

· Bury Theatre Royal : www.theatreroyal.org  

· Ickworth House : www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ickworth  

· Greene King Brewery Tours and Museum : www.greeneking.co.uk  

· The Nutshell : www.thenutshellpub.co.uk  

· The arc : www.arc-burystedmunds.com 

To stay :

· The Angel Hotel : www.theangel.co.uk 

· The Fox Inn : www.thefoxinnbury.co.uk
· The Ickworth Hotel : www.theickworthhotel.co.uk
· The Old Cannon Brewery : www.oldcannonbrewery.co.uk 

Visit : www.visitsuffolk.com. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com.

The coastal Algarve, Portugal

The Algarve’s 200km coastline offers warm waters, history, culture, gastronomy and nature.

The Western Algarve, known locally as the Barlavento region, is characterised by cliffs with a honeycomb network of caves and rocks carved by the sea. 

The Eastern Algarve, also known as the Sotavento region, is made up of vast expanses of sandy beach, interrupted only by the Formosa Estuary. 

From water sports to wildlife to seafood festivals, locals and visitors alike can find a number of ways to experience and appreciate the region’s coast.

The region has 74 beaches awarded with Blue Flag status and there is, on average, 300 days of sunshine a year.

More than 70% of the coast is protected nature reserves and the waters of the region’s Natural Parks provide a haven for a variety of wildlife.

The Ria Formosa Natural Park is Portugal’s largest protected coastal zone covering over 18,000 hectares and is comprised of sand dunes, marsh lands, lagoons and fresh water lakes.  

The barrier islands of the Formosa Estuary have white sand divided by natural inlets.

The historical significance of the Algarve’s coast is prominent in the town of Sagres, where Infante D. Henrique (Henry the Navigator) founded a school of navigation during the 15th century instigating an international wave of maritime exploration. 

Visit: www.visitalgarve.pt and www.algarvepromotion.pt. Contact : Daniela at danielar@hillsbalfour.com.

Mount Nelson’s Planet Restaurant, Cape Town

Planet Restaurant at the Orient-Express’ Mount Nelson Hotel in Cape Town has set up an extensive vegetable farm intended to provide the kitchen with over 40% of its vegetable ingredients. 

The farm, located nearby in South Africa’s wine region of Stellenbosch, will produce organic and sustainable vegetables.

Planet Restaurant will reflect what is grown in the garden, combining  beetroot, carrots, cauliflower, peas, chard, leeks and broccoli in the winter and pumpkins, tomatoes, peppers, baby marrow, strawberry’s, butternut squash and button squash in the summer. 

Mount Nelson will use vermiculture from the hotel’s own worm farm as compost for the organic farm at Stellenbosch.

The Mount Nelson is also in the process of setting up its own free range guinea fowl supply that will be located near the vegetable farm at Stellenbosch,  joining the pasture reared chickens and eggs and grass fed lamb that is already served in the restaurant.

 Visit : www.mountnelson.co.za. Contact : Sara Mirza at sara.mirza@orient-express.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Glandyfi Castle, Wales

Restored Welsh Castle, a Grade 2 listed Regency gothic revival castle with views of the Dyfi estuary and the mountains of Snowdonia is now open as a luxury boutique guesthouse.

Sited high above the road between the market town of Machynlleth and the university seaside resort of Aberystwyth, the castle, which was built in 1810, stands within 45 acres of meadowland, ancient woodland and formal gardens.

The castle is located close to the RSPB reserve at Ynys Hir.

Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.

Centara Hotels & Resorts, Sri Lanka

Centara Hotels & Resorts is to open its first two properties in Sri Lanka during the second half of 2012.

The Centara Passikudah Resort & Spa Sri Lanka and the Centara Ceysands Resort & Spa will both be four starproperties.

Visit : www.avenuesales.co.uk. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

The Seaside Los Jameos Playa, Lanzarote

The Seaside Los Jameos Playa hotel has some of the best tennis facilities on the island.

The hotel has four professional standard tennis courts with tennis facilities operated by Peter Burwash International Tennis School, which also offers tennis camp weeks.

Visit www.seaside-hotels.com. Contact : contact Kylie Jenkins at kylie@goshpr.co.uk.

Hotels in Utah

The Amangiri

The Amangiri, located in Canyon Point, was designed to blend into its desert surroundings and overlooks the Grand Staircase. The Zion National Park and Bryce Canyon are easily accessible from the hotel.

Visit : www.amanresorts.com/amangiri/home.aspx
Sorrell River Ranch Hotel and Spa

Visitors to Moab can stay in Sorrell River Ranch Hotel and Spa Resort, on the banks of the Colorado River. The resort offers accommodation in rustic Western cabins. 

Visit : www.sorrelriver.com.

The Inn at Entrada

The Inn at Entrada, which is set against the red rocky cliffs of St. George, is an hour and a half from Las Vegas and offers golfing packages and has an 18-hole course available exclusively for guests. 

Visit : www.innatentrada.com/index.php.

The Red Mountain Resort

The Red Mountain Resort, also in St. George, offers black lava hikes in Snow Canyon.

Visit : www.redmountainresort.com. 

The Sundance Resort, in Sundance, famously owned by Robert Redford, is  an alpine eco-resort offering summer actors, authors, film and arts workshops and live music performances.

Visit : www.sundanceresort.com.

The Grand America Hotel

Visitors to Salt Lake City can stay in opulence at The Grand America Hotel, the only AAA Five Diamond hotel in Salt Lake City. It was built Built for the 2002 Winter Olympics.

Visit : www.grandamerica.com.

The Montage Deer Valley

The Montage Deer Valley is a relaxing mountain getaway located 40 minutes from Salt Lake City International Airport. 

www.montagedeervalley.com
Stein Eriksen Lodge, Deer Valley Resort

Located mid-mountain at Deer Valley Resort, Stein Eriksen Lodge is Utah’s only Forbes Five Star, AAA Five Diamond hotel.

Visit : www.steinlodge.com/lodge.

The Waldorf Astoria Park City

The Waldorf Astoria Park City, located on the mountains of The Canyons is situated in one of North America’s largest ski resorts and offers a variety of winter and summer activities. 

Visit : www.parkcitywaldorfastoria.com.

Visit www.goutah.co.uk. Contact :  Caroline Corfield-Rose at Caroline@corecommunications.co.uk.

The Rosewood Beijing

The Rosewood Beijing will open Summer 2013, as the first China property for Rosewood Hotels & Resorts, in the central business Chaoyang District, opposite the iconic CCTV Tower.

The hotel will offer more landscaped outdoor space than any other Beijing luxury hotel, with terraces, gardens and balconies integrated into the design of many of the restaurants, spa, recreational facilities, meeting and function areas.  

Visit www.rosewoodhotels.com. Contact : Maggie Leung at maggie.leung@newworldhospitality.com.

The Savute Elephant Camp and Khwai River Lodge, Botswana

The Savute Elephant Camp and Khwai River Lodge in Northern Botswana has introduced sliding glass doors to its thatched tented residences, making it even easier to spot the abundant wildlife that roams nearby.

The Savute Elephant Camp in the heart of Chobe National Park and Khwai River Lodge in the Moremi Reserve, feature 12 and 15 tented residences respectively. The Savute Elephant Camp offers viewing of elephants, prides of lions, leopards and exotic birds. Khwai River Lodge attracts cheetah, lions, leopards and raptors.

Visit www.orient-express.com. Contact Sara Mirza at sara.mirza@orient-express.com. 

The Rome Cavalieri

The Rome Cavalieri is inviting guests to see a side of the city off the tourist trail through a series of private tours including : 

Vroom Vroom on a Vintage Vespa

Just like Princess Anne, played by Audrey Hepburn in Roman Holiday, guests can take a tour of the metropolis on a vintage Vespa. 

This fully guided, three hour tour leaves at dusk and takes guests to some of Rome’s most famous sights providing magical views along the way as the sky falls dark.

The Tour of Trastevere

Would-be art critics and historians can opt for the Tour of Trastevere, hosted by an art historian who will lead guests to the undergrounds of San Crisogono church. 

Here, they will discover the medieval frescoes in the Convent of Santa Cecilia and take a unique visit to the 17th century Farmacia di Santa Maria della Scala and the beautiful cloister of San Giovanni.

Baroque Fantasy

The Eternal City’s architectural delights are highlighted on this three hour city tour that takes in the Bernini-inspired Trevi Fountain, the Spanish Steps, the Piazza Colonna and Palazzo Chigi to name a few, finally ending up at the most beautiful square in the city, Bernini’s Fountain of Four Rivers.

For guests travelling with children, the Rome Cavalieri also offers educational tours.

Visit www.romecavalieri.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com. 

The Palacio Nazarenas, Cuzco, Peru

Orient-Express has opened the Palacio Nazarenas as the latest addition to its portfolio of hotels and trains in Peru.

It is an all-suite boutique hotel located in a former 16th century convent in Cuzco, capital to the ancient Inca empire.

During the restoration process, architects and archaeologists uncovered a host of Inca treasures, (including an original Inca sandal) which are being showcased throughout the hotel.

The Library will serve as a museum for all the artefacts discovered over the course of the four year project, and each day a ‘Chit Chat’ session will be held where an expert shaman, sommelier, or historian will speak to guests about the history, art, and culture of Cuzco.

Original Inca walls that were discovered have been carefully preserved beneath the glass floors of treatment rooms at the Hypnôze spa, and the murals and friezes on the walls of Palacio Nazarenas are rare survivors among the artworks from Cuzco’s Spanish colonial heyday. 

Taking six months to restore, the largest mural is that of Senor de Huanca, which was painted on the wall of a cell following a vision of Christ experienced by a nun during the days when Palacio Nazarenas was a Carmelite convent.

Visit www.palacionazarenas.com. Contact : Sara Mirza at sara.mirza@orient-express.com. 

Kulm Hotel St. Moritz

Kulm Hotel St. Moritz, the first hotel to be built in St Moritz, opened in 1856 and became popular for summer spa and painting holidays.

The owner of the Kulm Hotel, Johannes Badrutt, initiated winter holidays to St Moritz from 1864. The hotel, which is located at the heart of St Moritz with views over the Lake, is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World.

The Festival da Jazz, which is one of the recognised highlights of the jazz circuit, runs in St Moritz from 13 July to 13 August, with performances held in the Dracula Club, which sits in the grounds of the Kulm Hotel.

Visit : www.kulmhotel-stmoritz.ch and www.festivaldajazz.ch. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

Tune Hotel Asoke, Bangkok

Following the openings of properties in Hat Yai and Pattaya, Thailand, Tune Hotels is to open Tune Hotel Asoke, Bangkok in October 2012.

It will be lcated on Sukhumvit Road, one of Bangkok’s most important business and tourism arteries.

Visit www.tunehotels.com. Contact : Amanda Chong at amanda.chong@tunehotels.com.

The Park Grand London Heathrow

The Park Grand London Heathrow is the latest hotel to open in the vicinity of Heathrow Airport.

The hotel is suited for business and leisure travellers stopping over for connecting flights, early or late departure and conveniently located for meetings and conferences.

It is Situated between the airport terminals and easy rail links into central London.

The Park Grand London Heathrow is sister hotel to the Park Grand London Paddington.

Visit : www.parkgrandheathrow.co.uk. Contact : Lysbeth at lysbeth@foxpr.co.uk. 

B Hotels & Resorts, Miami

After unveiling its brand concept in September 2010 and opening its first property in January 2011, B Hotels & Resorts will is adding two more hotels to its portfolio.

The Continental Oceanfront South Beach Hotel, Miami

The 250-room Continental Oceanfront South Beach Hotel is located at 18th Street and Collins Avenue, directly on the beach in the Historic Art Deco District.  

Within walking distance to many of the city’s points of interest, the property will go through a renovation and repositioning phase but will remain open and will be launched as a family resort.

The other b2 hotel property will open in downtown Miami in 2013 at the site of the former Continental Bayside hotel on Biscayne Blvd. 

The property will be steps away from PortMiami, shops and restaurants. 

Visit www.BHotelsandresorts.com.  Contact : Edith Meyer at edith@firstpr.co.uk.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Aspects Holidays, one of Cornwall’s leading self catering holiday specialists will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly, UK will be pleased to consider press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact Karen Baker at  Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 
· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive :

· the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance 

· the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery 


· use of the members logo within the members profile on the Alliance website
· support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and 

· first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
Other products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers. It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 
Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 

	The International Travel Writers Alliance
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


Providing key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images. Editor : Ashley Gibbins : Ashley@itwalliance.com 

	Issue 119 : July 2012 :                      www.itwalliance.com


	Section one :

· Opportunities 

· New partners and agencies 

· News and leads 

· What’s on 

· Reasons to write about 

· A place to stay 
	Section two (ongoing opportunities) :

· Ongoing press trip opportunities 

· Travel products and services 

· Travel guides 




	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, and register as a :

· Member : 
travel journalists

· Editor : 
editors of publications 

· Partner : 
tour, travel, transport and tourism industry representatives, or an 

· Agency :  
PR and marketing agencies with travel related clients

	The Alliance Press Card 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card now provides Alliance journalists with a formal recognition of their status and standing within the profession.

Press Card holders receive :

· the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance 

· the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery 



· support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and 

· first call on press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  
For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

	Join and follow 
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	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Thunder Challenge, USA

Alliance members are invited to participate in the Thunder Challenge, which was launched this year by a former U.S. Army Blackhawk pilot, Rusty Schellman.

TheThunder Challenge is the first obstacle race series to be held on a challenging, Special Operations-style course that tests the physical and mental strength of elite and amateur athletes against U.S. Special Forces and Navy Seal training and challenges. 
Navy Seals and U.S. Special Forces soldiers (including from the legendary Seal Team that took out Osama bin Laden) produce and monitor the events.  
After a day of competing on one of the most physically and emotionally demanding courses in the world, adventure athletes have the satisfaction of knowing that they have completed one day of elite military training. 
A portion of the proceeds of each race go to Project Sanctuary, a non-profit organization that helps support veterans and their families. Plans call for hiring wounded warriors into key positions as the company grows.

Challenges will be held : 

· 4 and 5 August : Thunder Challenge Rockies in Castle Rock, CO 

· 6 and 7 October : Thunder Challenge Steel in Pittsburgh, PA 

· 8 and 9 December: Thunder Challenge Southern California (site TBA)

Visit : www.thunderchallenge.us. Contact : Dave Wiggins at dave@travelnewssource.com.

H1898 hotel, Barcelona

Barcelona's H1898 hotel, one of the nine establishments in the  Nuñez i Navarro portfolio, has relaunched its web site.

The hotel will be pleased to host Alliance members visiting Barcelona on assignment.

Visit : www.hotel1898.com. Contact : Orbyce Comunicación at pr@orbyce.com. 

Ciclismo Classico

Ciclismo Classico offers high-quality, educational cycling itineraries that celebrate the diversity of native peoples and their landscapes.

Eucational trips in Italy, France, Spain, Austria and New England incorporate local art, language, music and cuisine. 

Ciclismo is open to working with journalists from top-tier travel publications, high-circulation newspapers, or reputable websites & travel blogs.

Visit : www.ciclismoclassico.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

 

Art of the Olympians Museum and Gallery at the 2012 London Games

The Art of the Olympians Museum and Gallery (AOTO) will be in London for the 2012 Games to inspire individuals through a unique pop-up exhibition at UCL’s Main Wilkins Building on Gower Street, London. 

The exhibition which brings together Olympic memorabilia, artwork by Olympians, interactive opportunities and engaging exhibits showcasing an athlete’s personal journey will be on display from 25 July to 13 August and is open to public who can visit the exhibition free of charge.

Based on a passion for art, sport and culture, the non-profit organisation headquartered in Fort Myers, Florida, continues to grow its global reach by promoting a spirit of corporation and inspiring individuals to achieve personal excellence.

What started with one man’s vision, the late Al Oerter, four-time consecutive Olympic gold medalist in discus, has grown into a worldwide initiative driven by a family of more than 70 international Olympian Artists. 

A series of media events will be held around the Art of the Olympians exhibition.

Visit www.artoftheolympians.org. To register for the media events contact : Jules Ugo at  Jules@lotus-uk.co.uk.

The Beaches of Fort Myers 

The Beaches of Fort Myers & Sanibel in southwest Florida includes: Sanibel Island, Captiva Island, Fort Myers Beach, Fort Myers, Bonita Springs, Estero, Cape Coral, Pine Island, Boca Grande & Outer islands, North Fort Myers, Lehigh Acres. 

Visit : www.fortmyers-sanibel.com. Contact Nancy Hamilton at NHamilton@leegov.com.

The Isles of Scilly, UK 

Lying 28 miles off the Cornish coast, the Isles of Scilly are known for their stunning white sand beaches, crystal clear Caribbean like waters and relaxed atmosphere.  

But for those wanting to write more than just about sitting on a beach:

· Food and Drink Scilly –increasing numbers of artisan food and drink producers – vineyards, micro-brewery, fudge makers, ice cream producers, crab, lobster

· Active pursuits – sailing, windsurfing and kayaking, some of Europe’s best dive sites, horse riding, swimming with seals, sea safaris, cycling and exploring deserted Islands

· Historic Scilly – the highest concentration of protected archaeological sites anywhere in the UK with over 80 Bronze Age burial chambers 

· Walking – A network of excellent coastal paths and inter-linking inland lanes where its not about major mileage but simply enjoying the Islands by foot. 

· Short breaks and escapes – a UK break with an altogether more Caribbean look and feel

· Flora and Fauna – the Isles of Scilly are home to a wide range of flora and fauna, with an abundance of wild flowers and wildlife to see up close

· Creative Scilly – a growing and highly talented band of artists, sculptors, glass and jewellery makers, ceramicists and photographers make the Islands their home

Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. If you are interested in any of these elements of the Isles of Scilly and have a commission for a feature then please contact Karen Baker at  Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
Drakesbad Guest Ranch, California

Drakesbad Guest Ranch in Lassen Volcanic National Park (northeast California) is located in the national park’s remote Warner Valley, has only 19 bungalows, cottages and lodge rooms and is open only from mid June to early October.  
What makes Drakesbad appealing is that the ranch is within half-day hikes of three fascinating hydrothermal areas that contain: steaming fumeroles, bubbling mud, boiling springs, spurting geysers and surreal colors.  
Longer hikes lead Drakesbad guests to isolated alpine lakes and impressive views of Lassen Peak, the world’s largest plug dome volcano.  
Lassen Volcanic is the only place where all four types of volcano can be seen.  Often called “California’s Yellowstone,” Lassen Volcanic is one of the oldest, yet least visited of America’s 397 national parks.  
Because of Drakesbad’s limited capacity, press visits are coordinated on a space available basis (no transportation included) and are available only to writers with assignments.

Visit : www.drakesbad.com. Contact : John Poimiroo at john@poimiroo.com. 
Aspects Holidays, St Ives, Cornwall UK

Aspects Holidays is one of Cornwall’s leading self catering holiday specialists.

Its portfolio includes over 200 Cornish holiday properties, from traditional fisherman’s cottages set in the heart of traditional chocolate box villages with cobbled streets to modern, chic coastal retreats.

Aspects Holidays will be delighted to hear from Alliance members looking to produce a piece on self catering holidays in the UK who have a commission or secured feature.

Visit : www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

Feather Down Farm Days Adds California Farm Stay

Feather Down Farm Days, a farm stay provider with 54 farms in Europe and farms in New York and Illinois will be adding a third U.S. farm in California in late summer.  

Feather Down provides authentic farm stay experiences for families on real working farms.  

The newest location is near Oroville, CA on a farm that raises goats, cows and chickens and tends olive, nectarine, peach and plum orchards.  

Families stay in Euro-designed tents, reminiscent of the mid 1800s with oil lanterns and candles to light the tent at night, a wood burning stove upon which to cook and fluffy duvets and country linens to cuddle beneath.  

Activities include traditional farm chores (optional to guests, though most enjoy experiencing), such as collecting eggs, feeding farm animals, milking cows, hand-churning butter and tending gardens.  

Press visits (not including transportation) are available on a space available basis to writers with assignments.

Visit : www.featherdown.com. Contact : John Poimiroo at j.poimiroo@featherdown.com.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The AllWays traveller bulletin 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is now producing its monthly AllWays traveller bulletin.

AllWays traveller has been launched to provide independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance.

Visit : www.allwaystraveller.com.

Download the June issue : 

http://www.allwaystraveller.com/bulletin_AM/4%20June%202012.pdf 




If you would like to include items in future issues of the AllWays traveller bulletin or would like to submit features for the AllWays online section of the website email : Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Hotel Goldener Berg, Austria

The Hotel Goldener Berg is a family run Hotel up over Lech right on the piste and in the walking area of Arlberg. 
The four different Restaurants offer everything from Austrian cuisine to internationally praised fine dining. Children are taken care of all day in the Kiddy Club, while the parents enjoy the Alpin Spa. The wine cellar is one of the largest in Austria with over 900 different wines. 
The Alter Goldener Berg dates back to 1430. In winter it is ski in – ski out, in summer it is the ideal location for hikes, mountain biking, climbing tours, rafting, canyoning and many more. 
The Sporthotel in one of the largest skiing areas of Europe!


Visit : www.goldenerberg.at. Contact : Daniela Pfefferkorn at daniela.pfefferkorn@goldenerberg.at.

Jeathvin Safaris (Tanzania)


Jeathvin Safaris is a fully licensed tourism business situated in Dar es Salaam (head office) with branches in Zanzibar and Arusha. 

It offers a variety of tour programs including mountain climbing, walking safaris, wildlife safaris, cultural tours, activity holidays, special interest holidays, marine tourism, hotel/lodge reservations, ticketing, logistics & transport, car hire, educational tourism, Eco-tourism to all Tanzania’s national parks, game reserves, conservation areas, mountains, historical sites, and beach holidays in East, Central and Southern Africa’s Touristy corridors. 
Visit : www.jeathvin.com. Contact : Jeath Prosper at jeathvin@gmail.com.

Foxytrotters (USA)

Foxytrotters specialises in domestic and international tours and cruises with gentle emphasis on Dancing when appropriate.  We also love to show students major U.S. cities and International Destinations.


Visit : www.foxytrotters.com. Contact : Bonnie Daye at tourandcruisedirector@Gmail.com.

	News


Orlando becomes 1st destination to top 55 million visitors

 

Orlando welcomed 55.1 million visitors in 2011, up 7.2% from the previous years record setting 51.4 million.Total domestic visits (business & leisure) accounted for 51.3 million visitors,  a record for any US destination while international travellers totalled 3.8 million.

Visit : VisitOrlando.com. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com. 

The Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam

The Stedelijk Museum reopens on  23 September 2012 after an 8 year refurbishment.

A complete renovation of the Stedelijk’s historic building, designed by A.W. Weissman and dating back to 1895, has converted virtually all of its program spaces into galleries, enabling the first comprehensive display the Stedelijk has ever mounted of its permanent collection.

Visit : www.stedelijk.nl. Contact : Evelina Hederer at esugintaite@holland.com. 

Aroundgatwick.com

Aroundgatwick.com is a new, on line tourist information library for visitors to the the Gatwick Airport region of the ESof England.

Visit : www.aroundgatwick.com. Contact : Carol Plunkett at cplunkett@tourismse.com. 

Summer Sale at Windjammer Landing, Saint Lucia

Windjammer Landing Villa Beach Resort, Saint Lucia has an all-inclusive summer sale with rates starting from $499* per night for a family of four in a one-bed villa with an option for a plunge pool.  

Families will also enjoy three meals daily, snacks, beverages including alcohol, access to both motorized and non-motorized water sports, plus and day and evening tennis. 

Those aged 4-12 have the complimentary kids club, Jacquot, where arts and crafts, crab races, and this summer an exclusive.

Visit : www.windjammer-landing.com. Contact : Nina Zapia at nina@anson-stoner.com. 

The Miami Trolley 

The City of Miami has launched its downtown trolley service making getting around downtown Miami and Brickell a whole lot easier. 
The free downtown rubber-tire trolley system will run every 15 minutes and take passengers on Biscayne Boulevard south from the Omni district, across the Miami River and to the end of the Brickell financial and residential district, with marked stops at every block. 
The trolleys will also make three loops: one around Mary Brickell Village, another out to Brickell Key, and a third past Margaret Pace Park just north of the old Omni complex. 
Visit : www.miamitrolley.com. Contact : Suzie Sponder at Suzie@gmcvb.com.

VisitBritain and the Mexico Tourism Board

VisitBritain and the Mexico Tourism Board have signed an agreement to help boost tourist flow between the two countries. 
The memorandum of understanding will see VisitBritain and the Mexico Tourism Board providing insight into destination marketing, encouraging greater exchange of skills across the industry, and helping to foster cooperation between the two countries on tourism specific investment opportunities.
Visit : www.visitbritain.org and www.visitmexico.com. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at Mark.Di-Toro@visitbritain.org.

Tunisia

Visitors are returning to Tunisia following the country’s  Jasmine Revolution. 

Figures released by the Tunisian National Tourist Office reveal a steady increase in visitors to the popular North African destination over the past 12 months.

Visit www.cometotunisia.co.uk. Contact : Jasmin Othman at Jasmin.Othman@Rooster.co.uk. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.
The Vogellisi Mountain Run, Adelboden, Switzerland 

The annual Vogellisi Mountain Run takes place on Sunday 15 July 2012 when runners and Nordic walkers climb a vertical distance of over 800 metres. 

The scenic route leads from Adelboden mineral to Sillerenbühl.

Starting at the Mineral Spring (1269m above sea level), the route leads upwards via Bergläger, Geils and Hahnenmoospass to the finish on Sillerenbühl (1974m above sea level). 

Spurred on by spectators along the route, the regular participants will cover 13.4km (9 miles) and the Nordic walkers 9.2km (6 miles). Children can test their stamina on a special trail at the summit covering 1.3km and 135m vertical distance.

Visit : www.vogellisi-berglauf.ch. Contact : Adrian Roesti at a.roesti@adelboden.ch.

The Markel Castle Triathlon Series

The Markel Castle Triathlon Series consists of five weekend races and three evening sprint races at castles across the UK and France throughout the summer, providing an open platform for triathletes of all abilities to compete nationally. 
Each location, Lough Cutra Castle, Cholmondeley Castle, Castle Howard, Chateau de Chantilly and Hever Castle, has its own variation of the distances, providing an interesting and challenging Series. 
The Series enables adults to compete individually or as a relay of two or a relay of three. Mixed relays are encouraged! The Markel Castle Triathlon Series aims to include families, so children and parents can race on the same day, making a great family day out. Children from 8 to 15 years can compete in varying distances and win medals and prizes.

Visit : www.castletriathlonseries.co.uk. Contact : Yvonne Turner at yvonne@castletriathlonseries.co.uk. 

Top hotel projects

During June 83 top hotels opened including  the Hard Rock Hotel Megapolis in Panama City and the Royal Alhambra Palace Hotel in Side/Turkey according to Tophotelprojects.

Another 78 international first-class and luxury hotel will open in July with August seeing 362 global hotel openings.

Tophotelprojects is a research service for international hotel construction projects and contact data.

Visit : www.tophotelprojects.com. Contact : Carsten Hennig at presse@tophotelprojects.com. 

Chilterns Tourism Network UK 

The Chilterns Tourism Network is a group of over 100 tourism businesses set up by those interested in promoting tourism in the Chilterns.

The Chiltern Hills form a chalk escarpment in South East England, much of which is officially as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. They stretch from Goring-on-Thames in Oxfordshire, through Buckinghamshire, via Dunstable Downs and Deacon Hill in Bedfordshire, to near Hitchin in Hertfordshire.[

They offer scenic landscapes, market towns, chalk streams and downland, beech woodlands, orchid banks, red kites and a rural life.

Visit : www.chilternsaonb.org. Contact Annette at aweiss@chilternsaonb.org.

Arts Holland

In 2012 and 2013, the Netherlands Board of Tourism & Conventions is promoting the cultural offering of Holland. 

Arts Holland let’s visitors experience the quality, density and richness of Dutch arts, heritage, museums, design, fashion, theatre and more across four major cities- Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague and Utrecht. 

Visit : www.artsholland.com and www.holland.com. Contact : Evelina Hederer at esugintaite@holland.com. 

	What’s on 


Southport Air Show, UK

Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 September 2012

 

The 21st Southport Air Show is the biggest event of its kind in the North West with skilled pilots demonstrating some stunning aerobatics. 

The flying programme this year includes The Red Arrows and the Typhoon (Eurofighter) already confirmed with other military and civilian to be announced in the coming weeks.

Visit : www.visitsouthport.com. Contact : Steve Christian at  steve@visitsouthport.com.

In Holland

Summer Carnival Rotterdam

27-28 July 2012

The annual Summer Carnival in Rotterdam sees the city become a tropical street party. 

The Battle of Drums is a contest between the 4 best brass bands in Holland and is held on Friday evening. On the Saturday, there is a street parade and music throughout the city centre where Latin artists and DJ’s perform at specially organised parties.

Visit : www.zomercarnaval.nl.

Canal Festival, Amsterdam

10-19 August 2012

This festival is an annual classical music event featuring performances in extraordinary locations throughout central Amsterdam, along the IJ River and in Amsterdam Noord. 

Visit : www.amsterdamfestivals.com 
 

Gaudeamus Musical Week

2-9 September 2012

The Gaudeamus Musical Week is an international festival for young composers and new music. 

Visit : www.muziekweek.nl.

 

World Port Days, Rotterdam

7-9 September 2012

The World Port Days is an opportunity for visitors to get a behind the scenes tour of the largest port of Europe.

Visit : www.wereldhavendagen.nl.

 

Rubens, Van Dyck & Jordaens - Flemish Painters from the Hermitage

17 September 2012 – 15 June 2013

The Hermitage presents a retrospective of Flemish painters with 75 paintings and 20 drawings, by the three giants of the Antwerp School: Peter Paul Rubens, Anthony van Dyck and Jacob Jordaens.

Visit : www.hermitage.nl 

 

Amsterdam Dance Event

17-21 October 2012

Europe's leading electronic music conference and the world's biggest club festival.

Visit : www.amsterdam-dance-event.nl.

Crossing Border, The Hague

14-17 November 2012

Crossing Border Festival in The Hague is one of the most popular international festivals for music and literature in Europe. During this controversial event, writers, musicians, poets and other artists combine spoken word, music, film and visual arts.

Visit : www.denhaag.com
 

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Evelina Hederer at esugintaite@holland.com. 

The 5th President Bastille Festival, Bankside, London

14 July 2012

London’s largest free Bastille Day festival will celebrate France’s national day with an extravaganza of all things French on Saturday 14th July in London’s historic Bankside.

 

Celebrating French food and culture, the festival will host a feast of culinary delights from food and drink sampling, French artisan food stalls and Président® cheese giveaways. 

Throughout the day and evening Borough Market will be joining in with celebrations with great food from their array of French traders,  wandering performers and a French themed demonstration kitchen..

 

Street entertainment including promenading performance artists and musicians promise to bring the streets to life in Bankside. 

Website : www.bastillefestival.co.uk.  Contact : Louise Errington at le@betterbankside.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

African Fairways
African Fairways, a new operation launched in association with Personal Africa offers an inbound golfing travel service to golfers wishingto play in  Southern Africa. 

African Fairways has been set up by PGA Pro, Malcolm Fourie, and Steve Ellis, owner of Personal Africa.

Visit : www.africanfairways.com. Contact : Malcolm Fourie at malcolm@africanfairways.com. 

Scottish Castles

With Disney Pixar’s new 3D animated movie, Brave arriving in cinema’s this summer, independent small-group tour operator, Rabbie’s, has launched a  limited edition Scottish Castle Experience tour of the castles and landscapes that inspire the fantasy adventure film.

Departing from the World Heritage City of Edinburgh, Rabbie’s new four-day adventure will include a boat trip to Lochleven Castle in Fife that imprisoned Mary Queen of Scots, and take in the Scottish castle trail to Royal Deeside and the Scottish Highlands.

Highlights include a private guided tour of Falkland Palace, the dramatic and evocative ruined cliff top fortress of Dunnottar Castle, one of the grandest Scottish baronial tower houses at Castle Fraser and the highest Distillery in Scotland at Dalwhinnie. 

Visit www.rabbies.com. Contact : Alison Liddy at alison.liddy@freshwater-uk.com. 

Birds in Columbia

With over 1880 species, Colombia is the number one country in the world for bird diversity, and Colombian ornithologists have now discovered a new endemic species of bird, the Antioquia Wren.

The new species is found in the dry Cauca River Canyon, a narrow valley enclosed by forests, in Northwestern Colombia, just 45 minutes outside Medellin. 

The latest addition to the wren family can be told apart from its counterparts by its unique plumage coloration, the pattern of barring on its wings and tail, its smaller body size, and its distinctive birdsong. 

The identification of this wren was the result of a two-year project by Colombian ornithologists Andrés Cuervo, Daniel Cadena, Diego Valderrama and Sandra Calderon.

Colombia’s diversity of birds is due to the country’s range of habitats.

Visit : www.colombia.travel. Contact : Amy Scott at amy@axistravelmarketing.com. 

Personal encounters with Queensland’s marine life

Queensland has over 7400km of coastline inhabited by hundreds of species of marine wildlife including :

Humpback whales on Fraser Coast

Seven thousand Humpback whales migrate over a 3,700 mile journey from Antarctica through the Fraser Coast each year. 

Their pods can be spotted in the shallow coastal waters of the Great Barrier Reef but are best seen in the protected waters of Hervey Bay, known as the Whale Watching capital of Australia.

Kingfisher Bay Resort on Fraser Island offers packages.

Visit : www.kingfisherbay.com.

Dolphin feeding on Tangalooma Island

There is the chance to cruise from Brisbane across Moreton Bay to the Tangalooma Wild Dolphin Resort on Moreton Island.  Tangalooma Island Resort offers a Dolphin Adventure tours.

Visit : www.tangalooma.com.au.

Turtle encounters in Bundaberg

Queensland is home to a large variety of turtles such as the loggerhead, green, leatherback and flatback, with some as old as 200 years. 

From November to March every year, visitors can witness turtles up close as hundreds of turtles return to the waters of Australia's best known and most accessible sea turtle rookery, Mont Repos, just 15 kilometres from Bundaberg in the south.

Visit www.bookbundabergregion.com.au. 

Swim with dwarf minke whales in Cairns

Visitors can experience seven-tonne dwarf minke whales in an environment that is both awe-inspiring and educational.  It is not unusual for these gentle giants to come within a metre of snorkelers for an eye to eye encounter.

Visit : www.marineencounters.com.au. 

Visit : www.experiencequeensland.com. Contact : Maddie Smith at maddies@hillsbalfour.com.

The Bay Course, Costa Navarino, Greece

The Bay Course, the second signature golf course at Costa Navarino has been named among the ‘Best of the Best: Golf Courses’ by the 24th annual list.

The Robb Report aims to recognise outstanding luxurious and exclusive new products and services; ranging from hotels and golf courses through to jewellery and vehicles.

Located in Costa Navarino, the prime, sustainable destination in the Greek region of Messinia in southwest Peloponnese and designed by golf course architect Robert Trent Jones Jr, the 18 hole Bay Course with a par-71 layout, is intended to provide an engaging test for both amateurs and professionals. 

The Bay Course adds to the already extensive activity portfolio at Costa Navarino. 

The golf in Costa Navarino is complimented by two 5-star hotels, The Romanos, a Luxury Collection Resort and The Westin Resort.

Visit : www.costanavarino.com. Contact : Marina Papatsoni at mpapatsoni@temes.gr. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Beach House Turks and Caicos

The Beach House on the Caribbean island of Turks and Caicos opens at Providenciales in October 2012.

The Turks and Caicos Islands are a British Overseas Territory consisting of two groups of tropical islands in the West Indies. The larger Caicos Islands and the smaller Turks Islands, are known for tourism.

The hotel is located on Grace Bay adopts a 'no socks allowed' policy.

The full renovation of the two-acre property and plantation-style structure - formerly known as The Turks and Caicos Club - began May 21, 2012.  

Visit : www.beachhousetci.com and www.turksandcaicostourism.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

South Place Hotel, London

Restaurateurs D&D London will open the South Place Hotel, its first hotel, in September 2012. 

It is located between Moorgate and Liverpool Street in the City of London. South Place is hoping to bring something different to the Capital's hotel scene by Combining D&D restaurants, Conran-designed interiors and  commissioned work by contemporary London artists.

D&D stands for Des and David, who led the buyout of Conran Restaurants in September 2006 and now operates more than 30 restaurants London, Paris, New York, Copenhagen and Tokyo. The hotel's Angler restaurant will be a British seafood restaurant overseen by Tony Fleming, previously Executive Chef at One Aldwych.

Visit : www.southplacehotel.com. Contact : Mallika Basu at mbasu@thecommunicationgroup.co.uk. 

Z Victoria, London

Z Hotels has opened  Z Victoria, its second central London property after Z Soho. The hotel is located on Lower Belgrave Street, just off Buckingham Palace Road.

Visit : www.thezhotels.com. Contact Sophie at sophia.davies@brightergroup.com. 

New Art Hotel Dulac, Amsterdam

The Art Hotel Dulac is a new four stars hotel in the centre of Amsterdam. Housed in an historic bank building at the Haarlemmerstraat. 

Visit : www.arthoteldulac.nl. Contact : Evelina Hederer at esugintaite@holland.com. 

The Kinsterna Hotel and Spa, southern Peloponnese, Greece

The the five star Kinsterna Hotel & Spa, is situated at the medieval citadel of Monemvasia with views over the Laconian plains and the Aegean Sea.

The property has retained its historic feel whilst providing five star luxury. 

A drive from Athens to Kinsterna Hotel & Spa will allow visitors to take in some of the key archaeological sites of the Peloponnese from ancient Korinth and to Mycenae.  
Guests can also visit the Byzantine Monastic area of Mystras. From then on the landscape changes to a moonlike craters with scattered cypress trees, picturesque villages and amazing beaches.  
Visit : www.kinsternahotel.gr. Conctact Katilena Alpe at kat@dk-associates.co.uk. 
Pangkor Laut Resort, Malaysia

YTL Hotels has opened the Pangkor Laut Resort, an all-inclusive luxury spa located on the privately owned island of Pangkor Laut 1.6 km off the West Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. 
Pangkor Laut Resort is set amid a two million year old rainforest, secluded bays and possesses what many regard as one of the world’s most pristine beaches, Emerald Bay. 
Visit : www.ytlhotels.com. Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@grifcopr.com.
The Old Rectory on the Lake, Talyllyn, Wales 

The Old Rectory is located on the banks of a lake at the foot of Cadair Idris between Dolgellau and Tywyn, mid-Wales.

 

The 100-year-old property has been converted into a gold award five star, three double bedroomed bed and breakfast establishment, which attracts visitors from around theworld.

TripAdvisor has just awarded the business a 2012 Certificate of Excellence and its reviewers have this week rated The Old Rectory on the Lake as the top Bed and Breakfast in Wales!  

Visit : www.rectoryonthelake.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com.

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Aspects Holidays, one of Cornwall’s leading self catering holiday specialists will be delighted to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly, UK will be pleased to consider press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact Karen Baker at  Karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 
· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The International Travel Writers Alliance Press Card
The Alliance has launched its Press Card.
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	Press Card holders will receive :

· the card itself, confirming the holders identity as a member of the International Travel Writers Alliance 

· the members logo for use on your email signature, website and stationery 


· use of the members logo within the members profile on the Alliance website
· support from the Alliance in advance of - or during – a members travels with regard to confirming membership with editors or travel industry representatives etc, and 

· first call press trip opportunities sourced by the Alliance.  

For more information email Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
Other products and services 

The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 
Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

www.itwalliance.com
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

www.allwaystraveller.com
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com


	Issue 118 : mid-June 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member (journalist)/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

On Foot Holidays in Central Europe

Istria

The self-guided Istria itinerary meanders through meadows, up mountains and via vineyards, stopping at tiny pensions in hilltop villages. It concludes with a descent to the Adriatic Sea for two nights in a harbour town.

Rhine Gorge

This is a  self-guided walk along the 65km-long Rhine Gorge, focussing on the waterway’s lesser-known west bank (the ‘RheinBurgenWeg’).

It is a chance to see the Gorge’s 20 castles, watch barges negotiate the sharp bends, potter around fortified, UNESCO-sanctified villages and then head for the lively beer gardens and Riesling vineyards.

Slovenia

This trip has guests staying on working farms and eating unusual Slovenian delicacies while walking through the Karst, a much flatter and less touristy area of woods, caves, rivers, villages and vineyards.  

The Czech Republic

The self-guided Czech Republic walking trip takes in the ‘Bohemian Paradise’: an area of castles, mysterious rock labyrinths, pine forests and a conical-roofed hunting lodge. 

The accommodation includes a night in a Baroque château, while Moravian wines, local herbal liqueur and beer.

On Foot Holidays also features other routes in trips to Austria, France, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Turkey and the UK.

Visit :  www.onfootholidays.co.uk. For press trips contact Richard Mellor at r.mellor@travelpr.co.uk. 

Momondo travel guides 

The Momondo/Noma guide to Copenhagen, is available in English and Danish? 
Noma has been voted the world's best restaurant for two years running.

Momondo also publish a series of Danish-language guidebooks to New York, Rome, London, Paris, Berlin, Barcelona, Mallorca, northern Italy, southern France and southern Sweden. Info here:

 

Visit : www.momondo.co.uk. For review copies contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com. 
Secret London - Unusual Bars & Restaurants.

Jonglez Publishing has published  Secret London - Unusual Bars & Restaurants.Review copies are available for Alliance members with relevant commissions.

Visit : www.jonglezpublishing.com. contact :  Alexandre Thery at Alexandre@jonglezpublishing.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Door2Tour.com

Door2Tour.com is a coach holidays company based in England offering 100s of holidays across the UK, Europe and Worldwide. 
The company features tours from over 30 of the UK's leading operators, all available to book online, from nationwide pickups.
In addition to offering traditional UK coach holidays from Torquay to Tenby, Door 2 Door

offers exciting event packages to some of the hottest events in the calendar, not to mention cruise holidays, Disneyland Paris trips, theatre breaks, day trips and seasonal getaways. 
From Borneo to Brazil, the Grand National to the Grand Prix, if you're looking for an escorted tour we've got it. You can even party at the New Orleans Mardi Gras or barter for camel's at India's Pushkar Camel Fair.

Visit : www.door2tour.com. Contact : Rachel Jones at askmore@door2tour.com. 

The Mendocino Hotel Ocean & Garden Suites, New England USA

Constructed in 1878 and lovingly restored in 1975, The Mendocino Hotel Ocean & Garden Suites offers 51 deluxe accommodations: luxurious, romantic, Garden Suites and cottages situated on two acres of botanical gardens with fireplaces, Italian marble vanities, private balconies and spectacular ocean or garden views; and Victorian style rooms with access to ocean view balconies. 

Enjoy antiques, fine art, down comforters, stained glass and Oriental carpets, 24/7 front desk concierge and two award-winning Mendocino restaurants.


Visit : www.mendocinohotel.com. Contact : Jamie Buckner at jbuckner@mcn.org. 

MediSherpa, Singapore
MediSherpa helps medical tourist find, plan and discuss medical travel, and health care options, with a community of like-minded individuals.


Visit : www.medisherpa.com. Contact : Mark Ashworth at webmaster@medisherpa.com.

Tampa Bay & Company

Tampa Bay & Company, local businesses, civic leaders and the community have formed a partnership to service your need for accurate, official and reliable information about the Tampa area.

Tampa Bay & Company leads the effort of economic development through tourism. Its mission is to create vibrant growth for the Tampa area by promoting developing and expanding a united visitor industry. 

The independent not-for-profit organization represents more than 700 businesses throughout Tampa and promotes the area as a choice destination for conventions and visitors.

Visit : www.VisitTampaBay.com. Contact : Travis Claytor at tclaytor@visittampabay.com. 


Huntsville, Alabama USA

The high-tech city of Huntsville which sprawls at the foot of a mountain in North Alabama is equally at home in the 19th century or the 21st. 

Huntsville's tourist attractions reflect the heritage of Alabama's first English-speaking city, the strife of the American Civil War and the accomplishments of America's rocket scientists.   

The city is nicknamed "The Rocket City" for its close history with U.S. space missions. Huntsville has been important in developing space technology since the 1950s. 

Huntsville Botanical Garden, home to the nation’s largest open-air butterfly house.

Visit : www.huntsville.org. Contact : Charles Winters at cwinters@huntsville.org.

TUI Marine 

TUI Marine offers a wide range of leisure travel experiences with Sunsail, Le Boat, Emerald Star and The Moorings.
Visit : www.tuimarine.com. Contact : Louise Neville at louise.neville@tuimarine.com. 

Agencies

Rabbit in a Hat Communications (South Africa)


Rabbit in a Hat Communications specialises in public relations for dynamic companies and organisations who like to think creatively and proactively within their communities, as well as globally. 
We specialise in hospitality, lifestyle, green living, public service enterprises and the creative/conceptual arts as well as entertainment PR.

Contact : Tammy White at tammy@rabbitinahat.co.za. 

Three Pipe (UK)
Three Pipe is an independent, integrated, creative, award-winning communications agency. 
Visit : www.threepipe.co.uk. Contact : Alexandra Frith at alex.frith@threepipe.co.uk. 

	News


Rail Europe

Rail Europe, the experts in European rail tickets and passes, is offering savings of up to 75% on journeys to the South of France this summer.

Routes covered by the offer include Brussels and Lille to Lyon, Bordeaux, Perpignan, Nice, Toulouse, 

Montpellier and Avignon, with standard class fares starting at £32.50 one way from Lille or £36 one way from Brussels. 

First class tickets are also included in the offer, with fares starting at £41.50 from Lille and £50.50 from Brussels.

Travelling via Brussels and Lille offers the additional benefit that onward services usually depart from the same station, avoiding the need to negotiate the Paris Metro.

Visit : www.raileurope.co.uk. Contact Amanda Monroe at amonroe@raileurope.co.uk. 

FLYER Bikes in Adelboden, Switzerland

The Adelboden-Frutigen is a real lure for mountain bikers and cyclists. For those who want to enjoy this Alpine world with less physical effort, FLYER electric bikes are available.

Visit : www.adelboden.ch. Contact : Claudia Rubin at c.rubin@adelboden.ch. 


Best of Britain & Ireland 2013

Best of Britain & Ireland 2013 has launched its exhibitor sales campaign featuring improved ‘Early Bird’ rates, a new show layout in a new hall and a new look logo.

Organisers Expo Management has set the 2013 Best of Britain & Ireland event for the NEC, Birmingham on Wednesday 13 and Thursday 14 March 2013.

Visit : www.bestofbritainandirelandevent.co.uk.  Contact : Sam Warnock at sam@expom.co.uk.

American Airlines 

American is celebrating 30 years of flying from London to Dallas, USA. 

The first flight took place five days after the US government had approved nonstop Boeing 747 services from Dallas/Fort Worth to London.

In 2012 - through American’s partnership with British Airways - the company offers 70 daily flights between North America and the UK via London Heathrow and(Manchester.

American Airlines, American Eagle and the AmericanConnection® carrier serve 260 airports in more than 50 countries and territories with, on average, more than 3,500 daily flights.

Visit www.AA.com. Contact : Polly Tracey at polly.tracey@aa.com. 

The Business Travel News

BT News is published on the web at midnight UK tome every Sunday.

Its format includes 20 news stories, comment  and a leisure feature story.  

Visit : www.btnews.co.uk. Contact Malcolm Ginsberg at malcolm.ginsberg@btnews.co.uk. 

Jetsetters Magazine 

Jetsetters Magazine  has launched a website for worldwide fishing tournaments, called FishShootOuts.

The magazine will be interested in receiving information and material about fishing tournaments and fishing in general.

Visit : www.jetsettersmagazine.com and www.fishshootouts.net. Contact :  Kriss Hammond at  jetsetters@hotmail.com.

Rail Europe

High speed rail services from Paris to Switzerland 

Rail Europe, the UK's leading ticket agent for European rail travel, is offering savings of up to 70% on tickets between Paris and Switzerland this summer. 

The offer is available for passengers travelling to the Swiss cities of Geneva, Lausanne, Bern, Zurich, Basel, Neuchatel or Vallorbe in July and August.

Visit : www.raileurope.co.uk. Contact : Amanda Monroe at amonroe@raileurope.co.uk. 

	Leads 


Electric bicycles in the Lake District National Park

The Lake District National Park has introduced a 35-strong fleet of electric bicycles for hire.

Twelve strategically located hire points dotted around the central Lake provide accommodation providers, bike shops and activity centres, where electric bicycles are available for rent. 

Visit : www.electricbicyclenetwork.com/hiring/lake-district and www.electricbicyclenetwork.com. Contact : isobel@electricbicyclenetwork.com. 

The Isle of Jura, Scotland 

The Isle of Jura, off the west coast of Scotland has a community of less than 200 known as Diurachs (the Gaelic name for the people of Jura).

It produces an award-winning range of single malt whiskies, from the four classic bottlings in the Jura Collection: Origin 10 Superstition Diurach’s Own, and Prophecy. 

Many of the Jura whiskies have their own distinctive drinking rituals, but one cuts across the range - islanders believe that it brings good fortune to knock on wood before they drink a dram.  

 

Visit www.isleofjura.com. Contact: Harry Hussain at hhussain@webershandwick.com. 

Vythiri Village, South Kerala, India

Vythiri Village, in North Karnataka is the largest luxury SPA resort in Wayanad, South Krala.

Visit : www.vythirivillage.com. Contact : Rashmee Sinha at bangalore@vythirivillage.com. 

Rainforest Expeditions, Peru

Rainforest Expeditions has launched of 7-day / 6-night Rainforest Nature Photography Tours operating from its three jungle eco-lodges situated along the Tambopata River in the Peruvian Amazon. 

Shorter five-day programs are also available. 

The tour has been specifically designed to let clients experience what it is like to be a National Geographic wildlife photographer.

Visit : www.perunature.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Cruise America and Cruise Canada

The Motorhome Experts are offering free mileage and no one way fees within rentals from Cruise America and Cruise Canada locations in Los Angeles and Vancouver this autumn.

Visit : www.themotorhomeexperts.com. Contact : Patrick Richardson at Patrick@worldwidetravelmarketing.com. 

The Wilderness Collection

Two locations in the Congo and Kenya are to join the Wilderness Collection of African destinations. 

The company currently operates on North Island in the Seychelles and Abu Camp in Botswana.

The Odzala Camps in Republic of Congo (Brazzaville) offers journeys into the African rainforest.

Segera Retreat, on Kenya’s Laikipia Plateau, opens in November 2012 and will offer wildlife sightings including the rare patas monkeys.

Visit : www.wilderness-collection.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.   

Tourism and travels in Sri Lanka

Ancient World Tours & Travels provides travel vacations including :

· ancient heritage in the Cultural Triangle 

· beach, water sports, kayaking and trekking

· Adventure and nature tours

· Golf 

· wild life camping and bird watching, and

· inland-deep sea fishing 

Visit : www.ancientworldtours.net. Contact : Noel Peter Fernando at delta.noel@yahoo.com. 
	What’s on 


Le Voyage à Nantes, France

15 June to 19 August 2012

Le Voyage à Nantes (A Journey to Nantes) is cultural trail taking in 30 permanent attractions that highlights Nantes as a city of art and culture.

Highlights include the opening of the Machines de l’Ile’s 80 ft high Carrousel des Mondes Marins (the Marine World’s Carousel), the 3rd and final edition of Estuaire art project, the new Memorial to the Abolition of Slavery and the food festival Les Goûts Uniques.

Visit : www.levoyageanantes.fr/en. Contact : Sarah Manser at sarahmanser@redlemonpr.com. 

The Richard the Lionheart Festival, Limousin, France

2 to 5 August 2012

Taking place every two years, the Richard the Lionheart Festival focuses on Britain and France’s common history. 

The festival features a trail open to horse-riders, cyclists and hikers and leads to Châlus, the King’s final resting place. 

With many participants dressed in period costume and medieval banquets organised along the way, the festival culminates with a grand show in French, English and Occitan. 

Visit : www.rando-festival-richard.fr. Contact : Edith Mayer at edith@firstpr.co.uk. 

Iceland Airwaves, Reykjavik

31 October to 4 November 2012

Iceland Airwaves, now in its 12th year, is a  Reykjavik music festival of  local and international bands combining alternative, pop, dance and techo. 

Visit www.icelandairwaves.is. Contact: Claire Barrett at Claire@goshpr.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Turtles on Abu Dhabi’s Saadiyat Island

The critically-endangered Hawksbill sea turtles  continue to nest on the sweeping beachfront of Abu Dhabi’s Saadiyat Island.

The first of the season’s nests have been spotted in a conservation areas in front of the five-star The St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort and  Park Hyatt Abu Dhabi Hotel and Villas.

Each nest, which can contain between 90-100 eggs, have been clearly marked to ensure hotel guests and staff don’t disturb them. Hatching is expected within 50-70 days.

The turtles’ annual return is testament to the success of a conservation programme, which was designed to ensure that as hotels became operational on Saadiyat Beach, the turtles would continue to choose the island as their nesting ground.

The Hawksbill is listed as critically endangered on the International Union for Conservation of Nature’s Red List, as its population has declined by more than 80 per cent worldwide over the last three generations due to habitat destruction and poaching.

Since the monitoring programme began in early 2010, some 650 eggs have hatched successfully on Saadiyat. 

Visit : www.visitabudhabi.ae. Contact : Sarah Potter at Sarah.Potter@resultspr.co.uk. 

Tebay motorway services, UK

Tebay services the first and only motorway services in the UK to get 5 stars

VisitEngland has published its star rating results for motorway service stations across the UK. 

The inspection of all 107 service stations in England, has seen Tebay Services south, between J38 and J39 on the M6 in Cumbria – The Lake District awarded a 5 star rating.

Tenby Services, which grew out of the family farm, was the only service station in the UK to achieve this rating.

Visit : www.cumbriatourism.org. Contact : Micha Kirkbride at MKirkbride@cumbriatourism.org. 

For more information on Tebay Services contact : Claire Logan Stephens at Claire@rheged.com

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

The town of Victoria Falls is one of the top destinations in Southern Africa at the moment. 

After a decade of low arrivals, Zimbabwe is enjoying a growth in tourists to the country with Victoria Falls the top visitor attraction.

The town is also situated within travelling distance of number of national parks in Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zambia and Namibia.

The Victoria Falls Airport is being modernised and enlarged and a number of international airlines are discussing possible flights into Zimbabwe and the town itself. 

The United Nations World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) General Assembly will be held in Victoria Falls and Livingstone in 2013 with an estimated 3000 delegates from 158 countries expected to attend.

Visit : www.gotovictoriafalls.com. Contact : contact Laura Rodrigues at laura@lscpr.co.za. 

Australia

The Kingsford Homestead in South Australia

Following a major refurbishment, Kingsford Homestead in South Australia is reopening on the banks of the North Para River in the Barossa Valley (approx 1.5hrs drive from Adelaide).

Visit : www.kingsfordhomestead.com.au
Whale Watching Walk in Sydney, New South Wales 

Royal Coast Walks Sydney has launched a new whale watching walk called the Marley Walking Tour. 

This Sydney walking tour covers the coastline of the Royal National Park, one of the best places in Sydney to spot whales on their annual migration. 

On the 15km all day hike participants will experience headland views, unique sandstone formations, Aboriginal rock engraving sites, secluded Marley beaches and will have the chance to spot humpback whales. 

Visit : www.royalcoastwalks.com. 

Winemaker at Faraway Bay, Western Australia 

Kimberley wilderness retreat ‘Faraway Bay’ has launched ‘Escape with the Winemaker’, offering guests the chance to spend three days with one of Australia’s most acclaimed winemakers, Larry Cherubino.  

Visit : www.farawaybay.com.au
The Outback at Mount Mulligan Station, Queensland

Mount Mulligan Station has launched new deluxe accommodation and organised tours for their working cattle property, which is three hours drive north of Cairns.

Home to 2300 head of cattle, bird watching, bushwalking, horse riding, quad biking and crystal clear waterholes, the 28,000-hectare property is set at the foot of  Mount Mulligan. 

Visit : www.mtmulliganstation.com.au.

SKYCITY, Darwin, Northern Terrority

SKYCITY is Darwin’s $A40 million tropical resort development centred on a man-made lagoon with a swim-up bar and 30 metre white sand beach.

Visit : www.skycitydarwin.com.au.

Tasmania Air Adventures

Tasmanian Air Adventures has three new sea plane adventures showcasing Tasmania. 

Departing from Hobart’s waterfront, guests can now choose a Wild Capes Air Adventure; a Gordon River Tour which covers the striking waters of the Gordon River and iconic World Heritage Wilderness; or  Wineglass Bay Tour which soars across the aqua blue seas and white sands of the Freycinet Peninsula and Wineglass Bay. 

Visit : www.tasmanianairadventures.com.au.

Tussie Mussie Vinyard Retreat, Victoria 

Tussie Mussie Vinyard Retreat is a 27 acre property in the heart of the Mornington Peninsula set on a seven acre vineyard and located one hour away from Melbourne. 

Visit : ww.tussiemussie.boutiqueretreats.com.au.

Visit www.australia.com. Contact : Margo Field at mfield@tourism.australia.com. 
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Aqua Hotels & Resorts, Hawaii

Aqua Hotels & Resorts manages 22 hotels on six of the key Hawaiian Islands, including full service resorts, stylish boutique hotels, budget properties and a historic hotel within a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

In addition : 

Volcano House Hotel

Aqua has now been selected by the National Park Service to operate the Volcano House Hotel on Hawaii, the Big Island.  The hotel has been closed for the past two years and will undergo a major renovation and refurbishment.  The opening date is to be advised.

Maui Beach Hotel

The 147-room Maui Beach Hotel, located on Kahului Bay, has joined Aqua portfolio. The hotel offers a free airport shuttle and is close to the Eleau Maui Golf Club, Hawaii Nature Centre, the Sugar Museum and the Maui Ocean Centre.

Ewa Hotel Waikiki

The newly opened Ewa Hotel Waikiki is located on the Diamond Head side of Waikiki, one block back from Waikiki Beach and near to Kapiolani Park, Honolulu Zoo, Waikiki Aquarium and the Ala Wai Golf Course.

Visit www.aquaresorts.com. Contact : Guillaume Post at Guillaume@firstpr.co.uk. 

Hilton Doha, Qatar

 

Hilton Hotels & Resorts has opened the Hilton Doha, its first hotel in Qatar.The hotel is located on the headland of the capital city's Corniche, near main attractions such as the Souq Waqif and Museum of Islamic Art.

 

Visit : www.Hilton.com/Doha. Contact : Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfour.com. 

Premier Cottages, UK

Luxury cottage collection, Premier Cottages has won six of VisitEngland’s Awards for Excellence. 

Belle Grove in Suffolk and Compton Pool Farm in Devon both received the Self Catering gold award. Roundhouse Barn Holidays in Cornwall won a silver award and Eaton Manor in Shropshire scooped the bronze award. 

Two Premier Peak District members, Hoe Grange Holidays and Wheeldon Trees Farm Holiday Cottages landed a silver award in Sustainable Tourism.

Premier Cottages represents 1,000 cottages in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, the Isles of Scilly and the Channel Islands. 

Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Lizzie Blakeborough at Lizzie@blakeborough.com. 

The Oriental Residence Bangkok

The  Oriental Residence Bangkok stands in landscaped gardens in the centre of the city.

It is located  on Wireless Road, in one of Bangkok’s most preserved and green areas, with convenient access to the heart of Bangkok’s bustling central business district and shopping venues and the efficient Bangkok Transit System (BTS Skytrain) all close by.

Visit : www.oriental-residence.com. Contact : Natalie Schofield at Natalie@hillsbalfour.com. 

Priory Bay Hotel, the Isle of Wight

Just off the South Coast of England and 2.5 hours from London, Priory Bay Hotel is one of the Isle of Wight’s leading luxury country house hotels. 

Set within a 70-acre estate in Seaview and offering views to the mainland and East Solent, the property has its own private beach,  gourmet dining and period rooms and buildings, decorated to create a country house by the sea.

Priory Bay, has now launched designer yurts overlooking the hotel’s private beach.

The five luxury tented structures offer dramatic views toward the Solent and come complete with their own Yurt Butler Service.

Visit : www.priorybay.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Habicht at Sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Hôtel de Paris, Monte Carlo

Le Louis XV–Alain Ducasse at Hôtel de Paris, Monte Carlo is celebrating its 25th Anniversary this autumn. 

The first restaurant in the Principality of Monaco to be awarded three Michelin stars, Le Louis XV–Alain Ducasse is commemorating the quarter century with a special seven-course anniversary menu, available until the end of November 2012.

Opened in 1864 with the aim of offering the very best of the time, the Hôtel de Paris is located in the heart of Monte Carlo, on the Place du Casino and with views over Hercule Bay

In addition to Le Louis XV–Alain Ducasse, there is the rooftop Le Grill and Le Côté Jardin with terrace overlooking the harbour, as well as local’s favourite Le Bar Américain. 

The hotel's extensive wine cellar has almost 600,000 bottles.

Visit : www.hoteldeparismontecarlo.com and www.visitmonaco.com. Contact :  Paul Charles at  Monaco@verypcc.com. 

Villa Spalletti Trivelli, Rome

The historical residence hotel Villa Spalletti Trivelli, which is located on the Quirinale, one of the original Seven Hills of Rome, has added two new luxury garden apartments to its 12 deluxe rooms.

Villa Spalletti Trivelli was formerly the private home of the aristocratic family Count Venceslao Spalletti Trivelli, Senator of the Kingdom and renovated between 2004-2006.

Visit : www.villaspallettitrivelli.com. Contact : Lysbeth Fox at  Lysbeth.fox@workham.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 
· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities. Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com.
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 117 : June 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member (journalist)/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Amari Hotels, Thailand 

Amari is the centrepiece of the ONYX Hospitality Group portfolio of hotel brands, with a network of properties in Thailand from seaside and mountain locations to urban locations including Bangkok, Pattaya, Koh Chang, Koh Samui, Phuket and, new for 2012, Hua Hin. 

Amari is inviting Alliance members to spend a one/two night stay at one of its properties for review purposes.

Visit : www.amari.com. Contact : Natalie at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.

Eye for Travel

Eye for Travel is looking to commission B2B content that will be of interest to the travel industry. 
The audience includes hotels, airlines, online travel agents (OTAs), meta search, cruise, car hire, GDS, ferry, rail, tour operators, mobile/marketing/social media/ marketing/web solutions providers, academics. 
Visit : www.eyefortravel.com. Fopr more information contact : Pamela Whitby at 


pamela@eyefortravel.com. 

Media visits to Great Yarmouth - Norfolk’s capital of fun

Great Yarmouth is one of the UK’s top seaside resorts with stunning beaches, a revitalised seafront, exceptional maritime heritage and a superb range of indoor and outdoor attractions. 

Media invitation  
Journalists are invited to visit the Greater Yarmouth area in 2012. 
Individual visits for two to three nights can be arranged, staying in hotels, guesthouses, campsites and holiday parks. Train travel can be included from London Liverpool Street for London based journalists.

Visit : www.great-yarmouth.co.uk. Journalists interested should contact Paul Dickson at paul@isis-norfolk.co.uk. 
Bournemouth, UK

Bournemouth Tourism would like to invite Alliance members with a commission for a two night press trip to discover what’s new at one of the UK’s premier tourist destinations. Story ideas could include :

· new hotels 
· the Bournemouth Air Festival and the new Bournemouth Food Festival

· a seven mile stretch of beach - voted the UK’s best by Trip Advisor users

Visit : www.visitbournemouth.com. Contact : Sheron Crossman at Sheron.crossman@bournemouth.gov.uk.

The Pavezzo Country Retreat, the Greek island of Lefkada

The Greek island of Lefkada is located between Corfu and Cephalonia, and is known for it's beaches (Porto Katsiki, Mylos, Kathisma), Onasis's island of Scorpios and the art festivals, organised every year.

It is reached by a daily one hour flight from Athens to Aktion airport, which is 30min from the city of Lefkada and reached across a small bridge that connects Lefkada with mainland Greece.

On the east side of the island, up on a hill overlooking the sea, is the village of Katouna. During the 50's it was abandoned by its villagers because the distance from the beach- 3km- was a major obstacle for the fishing community.

During the last two decades, many of those houses, have been acquired by new owners, the village is being reborn and is starting to get lively once again. 

The Pavezzo Country Retreat has been created from renovated 19th Century houses. It comprises nine properties ranging from maisonettes to villas with private pools, all individually furnished with local antiques and set in gardens. 

Visit : www.pavezzo.gr. For more information and press trip requests contact  : Aaron Moore at aaron.moore@mediacofss.com. 

The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford upon Avon
The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford upon Avon has been awarded the 2012 Certificate of Excellence by TripAdvisor. 

This luxury country house hotel is located on the outskirts of Stratford-upon-Avon. The Welcombe is inviting Alliance members able to feature the hotel to enjoy two nights complimentary accommodation for two people with dinner on one night, breakfast both mornings, spa treatments and golf. 

Visit : www.welcombehotelstratford.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall atbTanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Abercrombie & Kent Villas & Chalets

Abercrombie & Kent Villas & Chalets provides luxury accommodation throughout Europe specialising in luxury villas & chalets in France and Italy.


Visit : www.akvillas.com. Contact : Claire Allen at callen@abercrombiekent.co.uk.

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts, an international upscale hotel management company with over 16’000 staff members, is represented in 24 countries with 71 hotels and resorts. 
More than 30 further  properties are planned or under construction. Focusing on expansion in its core markets of Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Asia, Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts specialises in business and conference hotels, as well as holiday resorts, all reflecting a sense of place and respect for their local communities. 
Visit : www.moevenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Marion Schumacher at marion.schumacher@moevenpick.com. 

Tatton Park (UK)

Tatton Park annually welcomes over 750,000 visitors to visit the deerpark, the Mansion, Gardens, Old Hall and Farm. 
There is evidence of people living on the land from the Bronze Age, and the estate was acquired by the Egerton family in 1598. Generations of the family lived here until 1958 when it was bequeathed to the National Trust. 
Over 100 events are staged each year from car shows to outdoor theatre and Christmas events. There are several speciality shops on-site and the restaurant utilises local and estate-grown produce. 
The third Tatton Park Biennial takes place this summer, featuring contemporary art commissioned from international and local artists themed on "Flights of Fancy", reflecting the human urge to fly alongside the aeronautical legacy of Tatton and the region.

Visit : www.tattonpark.org.uk. Contact : Katherine McInnes at katherine.mcinnes@cheshireeast.gov.uk.

MacArthur Beach State Park, Florida

At a time when natural areas along south Florida's coast are almost nonexistent, MacArthur Beach State Park stands out as an ""island in time"".  Nestled on a barrier island, the Park is a treasure which has been preserved for present and future generations to experience.

Exploring two miles of pristine beach, swimming, snorkeling and fishing in the clear blue waters of the Atlantic are only the beginning of the fun; other amenities include a Nature  Center, Beach Outfitters Gift Shop, playground, nature trails, kayak rentals, and picnicking facilities along with special events offered throughout the year.

Visit : www.macarthurbeach.org. Contact : Cheryl Houghtelin at cheryl@macarthurbeach.org. 

The British Association of Snowsport Instructors (BASI)

BASI is the official training & grading body for snowsport instructors in the United Kingdom.  

Since 1963 BASI has been providing training pathways in Skiing, Snowboarding, Adaptive, Telemark, and Nordic. BASi currently has 6,000 licenced Members and deliver training courses both in the UK and Europe.


Visit : www.basi.org.uk. Tania Alliod at Tania@basi.org.uk. 

The Maine Windjammer Association

The Maine Windjammer Association is comprised of 13 historic sailing ships that offer 3- to 6-day cruises along the coast of Maine from May to October. Guests enjoy great sailing, delicious meals, spectacular scenery and abundant wildlife, as well as time to explore off-the-beaten-path islands and villages. 

The MWA represents North America's oldest fleet of traditional sailing ships, many of which are National Historic Landmarks. Each windjammer carries between 6 and 40 guests in cozy single and double cabins.

Guests are invited to participate in all shipboard activities, from taking a turn at the wheel to raising and lowering sails. All cruises depart from Camden, Rockport or Rockland, located in Midcoast 

Visit : www.sailmainecoast.com. Contact : Meg Maiden at meg@sailmainecoast.com. 


Door 2 Door

Door 2 Door is a coach holidays company based in England offering 100s of holidays across the UK, Europe and Worldwide. 
The company features tours from over 30 of the UK's leading operators, all available to book online, from nationwide pickups.
In addition to offering traditional UK coach holidays from Torquay to Tenby, Door 2 Door

offers exciting event packages to some of the hottest events in the calendar, not to mention cruise holidays, Disneyland Paris trips, theatre breaks, day trips and seasonal getaways. 
From Borneo to Brazil, the Grand National to the Grand Prix, if you're looking for an escorted tour we've got it. You can even party at the New Orleans Mardi Gras or barter for camel's at India's Pushkar Camel Fair.

Visit : www.door2tour.com. Contact : Rachel Jones at askmore@door2tour.com. 

Air Viceroy (UK)

Air Viceroy was established in 1980, a local independent travel agency specialising in luxury holidays, cruises and business travel. 

They have a long standing reputation for providing the very best service and value, offering expert knowledge and advice, the widest range of products and special offers - always with a personal touch. 

All holidays and travel arrangements are protected through ABTA bonding, so customers can book with absolute confidence, whether they travel for leisure or for business.

Visit : www.airviceroy.co.uk. Contact : Julie Baker at JBaker@airviceroy.co.uk.

Abode Chester

Abode Chester is a strikingly modern property located in the city centre overlooking the famous Racecourse.Home to Michael Caines Restaurant and Champagne Bar.

Visit : www.abodehotels.co.uk. Contact : Amy Jordan at scochester@abodehotels.co.uk.

Abode Manchester (UK)

Abode Manchester is located less than five minutes walk from Piccadilly train station. Home to Michael Caines Restaurants.


Visit : www.abodehotels.co.uk. Contact : Amy Jordan at scochester@abodehotels.co.uk. 

UNIQ Travel (Australia)

UNIQ Travel is an independent travel management company specialising in tailor made, bespoke travel experiences for discerning travellers planning holidays in Central & Eastern Europe or travelling to Australia and New Zealand. 

UNIQ Travel help travellers determine their ideal destination and design ultimate holidays including customised trips, shopping tours, concert tickets, restaurant bookings, cooking classes, art tours, best flight options, luxury resorts, boutique hotels, lodges etc.

Visit : www.uniqtravel.comContact : Luiza Nowakowska at contact@uniqtravel.com.au.

Agencies

Jungle Public Relations

Jungle Public Relations is an Award Winning PR and Marketing agency based in the east of England.

Visit : www.junglepr.com. Contact : Danielle Howard at danielle@junglepr.com.

Poimiroo (USA)

Poimiroo represents :

· Yosemite Resorts

· Feather Down Farm Days USA

· Redding CVB

· The California Parks Company

· DogTrekker.com

· National Parks Promotion Council 

Visit : www.poimiroo.comContact : John Poimiroo at john@poimiroo.com.

	News


AITO Conference in Madeira

The Association of Independent Tour Operators and its specialist travel agents will hold their 2012 joint overseas conference on the Portuguese island of Madeira between 14 and 17 June 2012

The conference will be sponsored by the Portuguese National Tourist Office and the Madeira Promotion Bureau.

Visit : www.aito.co.uk and www.madeirapromotionbureau.com. Contact : Joana Dias at joanadias@ap-madeira.pt. 

Barrier-free Frankfurt, Germany

The Frankfurt Tourist+Congress Board has published a new brochure for disabled travellers. 

The brochure promotes Frankfurt’s many tourist attractions, focusing in particular on their ease of accessibility and various other disability-friendly aspects. 

Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at barrierefrei@infofrankfurt.de.

Travel City Direct

Travel City Direct, which focuses on affordable, quality holidays to Florida and Las Vegas, has launched the new 2013/14 brochure. 

Visit : www.travelcitydirect.com. Claudia Moore at Claudia.Moore@virginholidays.co.uk. 

Maiden-voyage

maiden-voyage.com, the business travel network for professional women has  signed a partnership deal with award winning international car parking company Q-Park.

 

maiden-voyage.com members will enjoy a 15% discount on all pre-booked parking at participating car-parks.

Visit : www.maiden-voyage.org. Contact Carolyn at carolyn@maiden-voyage.org. 

	Leads 


Camping at the Games

In the run up to the London 2012 Olympic Games, outdoor experts ‘Camping at the Games’ has teamed up with a number of local schools and community sports grounds in London, Reading and Weymouth, to provide camping pitches for as little as £10 per night.

Visit : www.campingatthegames.com. Contact : Danielle Spriggs at danielle.spriggs@captiveminds.com. 
Red Mangrove Galapagos and Ecuador Lodges

Red Mangrove Galapagos and Ecuador Lodges have been awarded the Professional Association of Diving Instructors (PADI) Five-Star Dive Resort designation, just the second one of its kind in the Galapagos Islands.

 

The rating is the highest rating standard within PADI and to achieve it a dive resort must have attained and maintain exceptional standards in the dive industry.

Red Mangrove Galapagos and Ecuador Lodges in 2007 introduced a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that heretofore was a cruise-only destination.  

Visit : ww.redmangrove.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

Walking in the Algarve, Portugal

The Rota Vicentina

The Rota Vicentina is a walking trail that runs along the rugged western coast of the Algarve to Sagres, offering stunning coastal views.

 

The route runs from Santiago do Cacém in the Alentejo to Sagres in the Algarve and is integrated into the extensive European GR11 route, which connect Sagres to St. Petersburg.

 

Over 60% of the land in the Algarve is protected and the new route is part of a tourism initiative created to promote areas of the Algarve beyond its popular southern coast. 

The Costa Vicentina is one of the best preserved coastal areas of southern Europe and the majority of the area sits within the Costa Vicentina Natural Park. 

 

The Via Algarviana

Another walking route is the Via Algarviana, which is one of the best ways to see the region’s hinterland. 

Visitors can travel on foot, bicycle or horseback along the extensive 240km network of paths between Alcoutim in the east and Cape St Vincent in the west. 

Visit : www.rotavicentina.com/en, www.viaalgarviana.org and www.visitalgarve.pt. Contact : Josie Self at josies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Ospreys in mid-Wales

The protection team guarding the nest of a breeding pair of ospreys in Mid Wales is expecting the first of three eggs to hatch over the next week.

 

The ospreys, named Monty and Nora, returned to the Dyfi Osprey Project on Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust’s Cors Dyfi Reserve at Derwenlas near Machynlleth earlier this spring.

 

Last year, they hatched three eggs in the nest and the trio of young birds has been tracked to Africa.They were first ospreys to hatch alongside the River Dyfi since 1604.

 

Visit : www.dyfiospreyproject.com and www.morbenisaf.co.uk. Contact : Duncan Foulkes at duncan.foulkes@btinternet.com. 

Ski Portillo, Chile

From 25 August to 11 September 2012, Ski Portillo, Chile Wine Festival Week will give guests the opportunity to learn about Chilean wine.

Winemakers will offer personally crafted tastings every afternoon as part of après-ski activities in the comfort of Hotel Portillo.

 

Ski Portillo is an all-inclusive ski resort located in the high Andes of Chile, with views of the ‘Laguna del Inca’ and some of the best powder snow in the Southern Hemisphere. 

Visit www.skiportillo.com. Contact : Martina at martina@traveltradeuk.com. 

The Madame Zabre Villa, the Seychelles

The Madame Zabre Villa has opened at Desroches, a private island in the Seychelles.

Visit : www.desroches-island.com.  Contact : Li Boatwright ay li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

Polperro, Cornwall UK

The village of Polperro in Cornwall is highlighting reasons to visit this historic fishing village.

Polperro, which is situated on the South East coast of Cornwall, is one of the most picturesque and charming villages with its own working harbour and narrow winding lanes crammed with white-washed fisherman’s cottages, many only accessed by foot. 

Reasons to visit Polperro include :

 

Outstanding natural beauty

Polperro is situated in an ‘Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty’, was one of the first Conservation Areas in S.E Cornwall, and also lies in an area of Heritage Coast.

The Polperro Arts Festival

The Polperro Arts Festival (16 to 24 June) is a week-long festival of music, arts, dance and comedy.

A fascinating past

The village dates back to the 13th century, with fishing the main occupation of its inhabitants for centuries.  Pilchards were caught in abundance in the 19th century and processed and packed in three factories near the harbour. 

Smuggling was commonplace when Britain was at war in the 18th century, with tea, gin, brandy and tobacco smuggled to Polperro from Guernsey. 

The ‘Heritage Museum of Smuggling and Fishing’ houses a collection of early photographs, ship models and memorabilia dating back over 200 years.

Polperro is well situated to explore further into Cornwall and is in close proximity to key attractions such as the Eden Project, the Lost Gardens of Helligan, the towns of Fowey, St Austell and Charlestown plus the National Trust properties of Lanhydrock, Anthony House and Cotehele. 

Visit www.polperro.org and www.lovepolperro.com. 
Alliance members interested in visiting Polperro should contact : Tanya Aspinwall at Tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk. 

The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express

The Venice Simplon-Orient-Express (VSOE) will embark on a series of scheduled rail voyages taking it up to Scandinavia in 2013 and visiting Stockholm for the first time. 

The two-night rail voyage will run from Venice to Stockholm, via an overnight stop in Copenhagen.

Visit : www.vsoe.com. Contact : Anna Nash at anna.nash@orient-express.com. 

Making Waves at the Hyatt Regency London – The Churchill to October 2012

The Hyatt Regency London – The Churchill has launched ‘Making Waves: International Contemporary Art from the Saatchi Gallery’.  

The exhibition, displayed throughout the hotel’s lobby and restaurant areas, features works by artists from the UK, the US, Germany, Greece, Poland, Iran, Tunisia, Democratic Republic of Congo, India and South Korea.

In doing so it shows the diversity of work being made by some of the most promising emerging artists within the global art world. The exhibition also highlights London’s position as one of the world’s most important art hubs as well as being a centre for sporting excellence.

Visit : www.london.churchill.hyatt.com and www.saatchi-gallery.co.uk. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com. 

	What’s on 


Edinburgh Summer Festivals 2012 Highlights

Edinburgh’s 12 major festivals turn the historical capital of Scotland into one of the most vibrant stages for world class performers and artists. Edinburgh’s Festivals peak during August, when more than 25,000 artists, entertainers and thinkers populate the city with over 1,000 shows per day.

The August festivals date back to 1947 and today comprise :

· Edinburgh International Film Festival 20 June- 1 July 

· Edinburgh Jazz & Blues Festival 20 July – 29 July 

· Edinburgh Art Festival 2 August – 2 September 

· Edinburgh Festival Fringe 3 – 27 August 

· The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo 3 – 25 August 

· Edinburgh International Festival 9 August – 2 September, and

· Edinburgh Mela 31 August – 2 September 

 

Visit : www.edinburghfestivals.co.uk. Contact : Charlotte Gosling at charlotte.gosling@festivalsedinburgh.com. 

The USA Pro Cycling Challenge, Colorado

The second USA Pro Cycling Challenge will place in Colorado between 20 and 26 August 2012.

The route of the Challenge will take riders through the Colorado Rockies and  visit 12 official host cities for the starts and finishes of each stage.

These will be Durango, Telluride, Montrose, Crested Butte, Gunnison, Aspen, Beaver Creek, Breckenridge, Colorado Springs, Golden, Boulder and Denver.

Colorado is a four-season destination offering adventure and recreational activities, an abundant arts scene, Western heritage and 26 renowned ski resort areas.There are natural hot springs, the headwaters of four major rivers, many lakes and reservoirs, nine national parks and monuments, and 54 mountain peaks that top 14,000 feet.

Visit : www.USAProCyclingChallenge.com and www.visitcolorado.com. Contact : Fiona Pettitt at fiona@cellet.co.uk.  

The Vintage and Wilderness Festivals, UK

The Vintage Festival, Boughton House, Northamptonshire

13 and 15 July 2012

The Vintage Festival at Boughton House, Northamptonshire between 13 and 15 July is a celebration of the Best of British music, food, fashion, film, art and design between the 1920s-1980s. 

Broughton House sits within an A Grade I listed, 2,345 acre park, of landscapes, waterscapes and woodlands.

Visit : www.vintagefestival.co.uk. 
 

The Wilderness Festival, Cornbury Park estate,  Oxfordshire 

10 to 12 August 2012 

 

The Wilderness Festival is a celebration of the arts and outdoors bringing together musicianship, theatre, talks, panel debates, late-night parties, outdoor pursuits and food experiences.

It was named the UK’s ‘Best New Festival’ at the Festival Awards UK.

Visit : www.wildernessfestival.com. Contact :Madeleine Fairley at madeleine@thisisinkling.com. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Outdoor South Australia

Flinders By Foot

Flinders By Foot, which are three and five day walking tours led by Rawnsley Park Station owner Tony Smith and bushwalking author Kym Tilbrook, have been designed for travellers with a good level of fitness. 

The tours cover up to 21kms each day and include some relatively difficult climbs such as the 1,170m-high St Mary’s Peak, the highest point in the Wilpena Pound. Other highlights include a climb to Rawnsley Bluff which begins at 4.30am in time to see the sun rise and enjoy the wildlife.

Visit : www.rawnsleypark.com.au. 

Kangaroo Island Wildlife Expedition

Southern Ocean Lodge has introduced Expedition Kangaroo Island, a week-long wildlife guided tour of Australia's ‘Galapagos’ combined with luxury accommodation. 

Visit : www.southernoceanlodge.com.au. 

Lake Eyre

Goin’ Off Safaris, who are specialists in off-the-beaten track touring, are featuring the usually dry Lake Eyre.Located in the middle of the Outback, the Lake Eyre basin covers around 17% of Australia and, as the world’s largest internally draining system and fifth largest terminal lake in the world.

Heavy summer rains across the Outback has seen more than its average yearly rainfall in just a few days. 

Visit : www.goinoffsafaris.com.au/lake-eyre-tour. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

Feather Down Farm Days USA

Feather Down Farm Days USA, provides fun, educational and authentic farm stay experiences for young families.

The farm stay lodging provider was established in the Netherlands in 2003 and now has more than 54 working farms in Great Britain, France, Germany and the United States.  

Its US farms are located in New York and Illinois.  A third farm will open late this summer near Oroville, California

has selected ITWA Partner John Poimiroo (Poimiroo & Partners – El Dorado Hills, Calif.) to assist with public relations and publicity for its U.S. locations.   

Feather Down Farm Days appeals most to families (with children aged 2 – 15 years old) who seek a vacation that provides a deeper connection with rural living, nature and healthy eating.  

Guests stay in comfortably fitted and furnished tents described as “Shabby Chic” and participate in such aspects as collecting eggs, petting animals, picking vegetables for dinner and the gentle rhythm of life on a farm.  

Opportunities for travel writers on assignment (transportation not included) and their families to stay at the new California Feather Down farm will be available from late July.  

Visit : www.featherdown.com. Contact : John Poimrico at jpoimiroo@featherdown.com. 

Italo trains, Italy

Rail travellers in Italy now have a choice of high speed services on routes between major Italian cities, since new Italo trains began running on April 28.

Italo services are operated by Italian company NTV, the first privately run high speed operator to launch since deregulation of the European rail network in 2010. 

Initially, Italo services run between Milan and Naples, calling in Bologna, Florence and Rome en route. 

Services will be extended to cover more high speed routes later in the year, with new destinations including Venice, Turin and Salerno, gateway to the Amalfi Coast to be introduced.

Italo services are also the first completely ticketless trains. 

Customers will simply need to provide the train staff with a reference given to them at the time of booking and the staff will be able to retrieve all their details from a mobile PDA device. 

To help international travellers, all Italo staff are English speaking.

Visit : www.raileurope.co.uk. Contact Amanda Monroe at amonroe@raileurope.co.uk. 

Los Angeles

Los Angeles has a number of new hotels and attractions opening in 2012 to help support the city's boast as the entertainment capital of the world.

Universal Studios Hollywood

The Universal Studios Hollywood Transformers attraction opens in May, combining 3D-HD media with special effects and robotics in a flight simulator thrill ride  ride.

Visit : www.universalstudioshollywood.com. 
California Science Centre 

In the Autumn of 2012, the California Science Centre unveil the Space Shuttle Endeavour as the centrepiece of it's new Air and Space Centre.

Visit : www.californiasciencecenter.org. 
Six Flags Magic Mountain in San Fernando Valley

Six Flags Magic Mountain in San Fernando Valley opening later this month will be the world's tallest vertical drop ride, dropping 40 stories at speeds of up to 85 mph.

Visit : www.sixflags.com/magicMountain
Hotels in LA

Hotel Bel-Air

 

The Hotel Bel-Air has reopened after extensive refurbishment and redesign

The work has retained the familiar Spanish Colonial architecture splashed in “Bel-Air pink to reflect the hotel's the glamorous eras of the 1930s, ’40s and ’50s. 

Visit : www.hotelbelair.com. 
Hotel Amarano Burbank

In the San Fernando Valley, the Hotel Amarano Burbank is the only luxury boutique hotel in Burbank.  

It is located in the heart of the entertainment district, close to Warner Bros Studios,  Universal Studios and NBC Studios. 

Visit : www.hotelamarano.com.

The Shore Hotel

The Shore Hotel is a new beachside retreat in Santa Monica on the site of the former Pacific Sands.

Visit : www.shorehotel.com. 
Visit : www.discoverlosangeles.com. Contact : Louise Swanne at louise.swanne@rivapr.co.uk. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Tommy Watson, Adelaide, Australia

The Art Series Hotel Group is to open a property in Adelaide in September 2013. 

Like the groups other properties in Melbourne, the new hotel will be named after a prominent Australian artist, this time indigenous painter Tommy Watson. 

The hotel will be based in Walkerville, a suburb of Adelaide with views of the Adelaide Hills, the city centre and the River Torrens. 

Visit : www.artserieshotels.com.au. Contact : Jovanka Ristich at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk. 

Pentillie Castle and Estate,Cornwall UK

Pentille Castle and Estate has been named Best Bed and Breakfast in Britain 2012 by Visit England.

 

The stunning luxury castle was awarded Gold in the Visit England Awards for Excellence. The Awards  are the highest accolade for any tourism business.

Visit : www.pentillie.co. Contact:  Simon Whittam at simonwhittam@weareonshore.com. 

Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts 

The Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts has introduced a Spring Awakening package that gives guests the to enjoy a day of  pampering in the Cavalieri Grand Spa Club enjoying his and hers saunas, a Turkish bath, hydro massage pool, fitness centre and a Technogym.

 

Each Spring Awakening guest will also receive complimentary Ferragamo Tuscan Soul toiletries to continue their pampering when the day is over. 

 

Located on a hilltop overlooking the city, and surrounded by green park land, the Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts offers tranquility close to one of the world's most vibrant cities.

Visit : www.romecavalieri.com and www.waldorfastoria.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com. 

Pentillie Castle and Estate,Cornwall UK

Pentille Castle and Estate has been named Best Bed and Breakfast in Britain 2012 by Visit England.

 

The stunning luxury castle was awarded Gold in the Visit England Awards for Excellence. The Awards  are the highest accolade for any tourism business.

Visit : www.pentillie.co. Contact:  Simon Whittam at simonwhittam@weareonshore.com. 

The Culloden Estate & Spa, Belfast and The Merrion Hotel, Dublin

The historic, cultural cities of Dublin and Belfast are being offered via a package from the Culloden Estate & Spa, Belfast and The Merrion Hotel, Dublin. 

The breaks offer guests gourmet meals, private tours of each city and luxurious five-star accommodation. 

 

The 5 star Culloden Estate & Spa is located high on the wooded slopes of the Holywood hills, overlooking Belfast Lough and the County Antrim coastline. 

Built as an official palace for the Bishops of Down, the Culloden stands in 12 acres of secluded gardens 5 miles from Belfast City Centre. 

The 5 star Merrion, Dublin  is located in the heart of the city centre. 

Created from four Georgian Townhouses and a contemporary Garden Wing, the 142 bedrooms and suites are arranged around two 18th century gardens. 

Visit : www.hastingshotels.com. Contact : Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 

hotelsunder100.co.uk

New website hotelsunder100.co.uk  highlights quirky, independent hotels under £100 a night in India, Sri Lanka and Zambia.

 

These include : 

Lake Lodge, Colombo, Sri Lanka  : A family owned, value for money, boutique bolthole in the heart of the city, within walking distance of the shopping districts, a choice of restaurants and cultural sites.
Labboo’z Lodge, Maheshwar, India  : Based within a 16th century gatehouse to the Ahilya Fort, the lodge’s cafe serves up vegetarian meals that can be served on a terrace overlooking the river.
Palagama Beach Resort, Kalpitiya, Sri Lanka :Overlooking the Indian Ocean, the resort is located in an untouched part of the west coast with thatched cabanas at the end of sandy paths.

Bundi Vilas, Bundi, India : Built against the rampart walls of Bundi Garh Palace which rise above the town, guests enter the 300 year old boutique property through its original 40 ft stone archway.
The Dune Eco Village Resort & Spa, Tamil Nadu, India : A 35 acre eco-friendly beach hotel a Paradise Spa offering Ayurvedic treatments, Yoga, meditation and alternative therapies.
Elephant Valley, Tamil Nadu, India : This eco farm hotel is situated in Palni Hills - a 100 acre nature reserve and organic farm which welcomes eco-tourists and nature lovers all year round.
The Black Buck Lodge, Velavadar National Park, India : Located opposite India’s only tropical grassland with a National Park status, the lodge offers air-conditioned stone cottages.  
Fort Barli, Rajasthan, India  : A 325 yr old heritage property, located in Ajmer. The walls of the fort rise up from the centre of the village and its ramparts offer a view of the village.
 Visit www.hotelsunder100.co.uk. Contact: Rebecca Clever at rebeccac@hillsbalfour.com. 

Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels, one of Europe’s leading hostel chain is launching its ‘Summer of Love’ campaign to mark London’s 'iconic' summer. 

It features events such as a Queen for the Day competition and the creation of a pop up park and beach bar at its London hostel.

Generator Hostel is converting its outdoor terrace into a beach bar with palm trees and coconuts, music and cocktails.

Generator Hostels is Europe’s fastest growing hostel chain, with hostels located in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice.

Its hostel in Barcelona, scheduled to open in early 2013.

Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Kate Axelby at generatorhostels@lewispr.com. 

Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts 

The Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts has introduced a Spring Awakening package that gives guests the to enjoy a day of  pampering in the Cavalieri Grand Spa Club enjoying his and hers saunas, a Turkish bath, hydro massage pool, fitness centre and a Technogym.

 

Each Spring Awakening guest will also receive complimentary Ferragamo Tuscan Soul toiletries to continue their pampering when the day is over. 

 

Located on a hilltop overlooking the city, and surrounded by green park land, the Rome Cavalieri, Waldorf Astoria Hotels & Resorts offers tranquility close to one of the world's most vibrant cities.

Visit : www.romecavalieri.com and www.waldorfastoria.com. Contact :Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com. 

The Culloden Estate & Spa, Belfast and The Merrion Hotel, Dublin

The historic, cultural cities of Dublin and Belfast are being offered via a package from the Culloden Estate & Spa, Belfast and The Merrion Hotel, Dublin. 

The breaks offer guests gourmet meals, private tours of each city and luxurious five-star accommodation. 

 

The 5 star Culloden Estate & Spa is located high on the wooded slopes of the Holywood hills, overlooking Belfast Lough and the County Antrim coastline. 

Built as an official palace for the Bishops of Down, the Culloden stands in 12 acres of secluded gardens 5 miles from Belfast City Centre. 

The 5 star Merrion, Dublin is located in the heart of the city centre. 

Created from four Georgian Townhouses and a contemporary Garden Wing, the 142 bedrooms and suites are arranged around two 18th century gardens. 

Visit : www.hastingshotels.com. Contact : Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com.  

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 
· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com.
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 116 : mid- May 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member (journalist)/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

North East England, UK 

North East England has much to offer, from Northumberland’s historic sites and stunning landscape, to the hustle and bustle of Newcastle Upon Tyne.

 

The DoubleTree by Hilton Newcastle International Airport hotel, which opened in December, is an excellent base from which to explore the region.

 

It also houses a branch of the North-East’s leading Italian restaurant chain, Fratello’s, a stylish bar, 24-hour fitness suite and business centre, with every overnight guest receiving free car parking and a signature warm DoubleTree chocolate chip cookie at check-in to ensure a warm welcome.

 

The DoubleTree by Hilton Newcastle International Airport hotel will be delighted to review visits by Alliance members.

Visit : www.Hilton.co.uk. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com.

Rosewood Hotel Georgia, Vancouver, Canada

The Hotel Georgia has been one of  Vancouver's most stylish and elegant hotels at heart of the city since 1927?

The property is located just steps away from long stretches of sea wall, the downtown shopping and business districts and Canada’s greenest convention centre.  

Named “Top City of the Americas” in Conde Nast Traveller’s 2010 Readers’ Choice Awards, Vancouver is a world-class city, flanked by mountains and the Pacific Ocean.

Rosewood Hotels & Resorts manages  19 properties in eight countries, including :

the Rosewood Mansion on Turtle Creek® in Dallas The Carlyle in New York Rosewood Little Dix Bay on Virgin Gorda Rosewood Sand Hill® in California Rosewood San Miguel de Allende in Mexico, and Rosewood Tucker’s Point in Bermuda. 

Rosewood also offers Sense, A Rosewood Spa® – featuring treatments reflective of the location’s culture and natural environment – available exclusively at select properties. 

Visit : www.rosewoodhotelgeorgia.com and www.rosewoodhotels.com. To arrange a visit to Rosewood Hotels & Resorts contact Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com. 

The AllWays traveller bulletin 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is now producing its monthly AllWays traveller bulletin.

AllWays traveller has been launched to provide independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance.

Visit : www.allwaystraveller.com.

Download the May issue : 

http://www.allwaystraveller.com/bulletin_AM/3%20May%202012.pdf



If you would like to include items in future issues of the AllWays traveller bulletin or would like to submit features for the AllWays online section of the website email : Ashley@itwalliance.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Brescia Tourism (Italy)


The company promotes tourism to Brescia city (UNESCO Site) and its province (Lake Garda, Lake Iseo and Franciacorta wine region, Lake Idro, mountains (Camonica Valley...). Bresciatourism organises workshops, fam trips, press trips and events both in Italy


Visit : www.bresciatourism.it. Contat : info@bresciatourism.it. 

1066 Country, UK

1066 Country Marketing is a public private partnership which has been running since 1993. Funding is provided by Hastings Borough Council, Rother District Council, Wealden District Council, English Heritage, National Trust and private membership subscriptions of 1066 Country attractions, accommodation providers and businesses.

Visit : www.visit1066country.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jmellis@hastings.gov.uk
Agadir, Morocco

The Regional Tourism Council mains task is the promotion of tourism of the Region of Agadir Souss Massa Draa.


Visit : www.visitagadir.com. Contact : Abdeljebar Chahdan at crtdgaga@menara.ma.

Shakespeare Country, UK

Shakespeare Country promotes Shakespeare's Stratford and surrounding areas, including Warwick, Leamington Spa, Kenilworth and the Cotswolds, both nationally and internationally.

Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tony Merrygold at Tony.Merrygold@Shakespeare-Country.Co.UK. 


Adventure Travel Trade Association

The Adventure Travel Trade Association (ATTA), is a global membership organization and home to a thriving community of more than 700 responsible, profitable businesses, destinations and media who transform customers and businesses alike into advocates for sustainability and justice worldwide. 

Its members leaders include tour operators, destination marketing organizations, tourism boards, specialty travel agents, guides, accommodations, media and service providers.

Visit : www.adventuretravel.biz. Contact : Nicole
Petrak at nicole@adventuretravel.biz.

The Burroughs Home, Fort Myers, Florida USA

Built in 1901, this Georgian Revival Mansion was the scene of many social events that hosted the Fort Myers', Florida, elite including the Edisons, Fords, and Firestones. 

Antique furnishings, historical artefacts, and delightful tales of growing up as the privileged daughters of wealthy businessman Nelson Burroughs and his wife Adeline.

Visit : www.burroughshome.com. Contact : Christine Forbes at christine@burroughshome.com.

Abbotsbury Tourism (UK)

Abbotsbury is in Dorset on the Jurassic Coast between Weymouth and Bridport.The company operates three tourist attractions. The world famous Swannery. The Subtropical Gardens winner of the HHA/ Christie's garden of the year. The very popular chidren's Farm


Visit : www.abbotsbury-tourism.co.uk. Contact : John Houston at john@abbotsbury-tourism.co.uk.

Avenue Sales & Marketing

Avenue Sales & Marketing are UK sales, marketing and PR representatives for Langham Hospitality Group and Centara Hotels & Resorts.

Vsit : www.avenuesales.co.uk. Contact : Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk.

The Tourist Office of Spain in Chicago

The Tourist Office of Spain in Chicago, one of 33  worldwide offices of TURESPAÑA (Spain´s Madrid-basedgovernment tourism board) is a non-profit agency whose mission is to promote Spain as a tourism destination, provide professional support  as well as familiarization programs for  the tourism sector (press, MICE planners, airlines, travel trade) together with a complete array of informational materials and support for the final consumer. 
The TOS Chicago represents the 13-state Midwest USA region; in addition, it is the U.S. branch office responsible for marketing the MICE tourism product nationwide.
Visit : www.spain.info. Contact : Patricia Winn at patricia.wood@tourspain.es.

Jackson Hole Wildlife Safaris (USA)

Jackson Hole Wildlife Safaris operates guided wildlife and photography safaris within Grand Teton and Yellowstone national Parks. 

They are a small guide owned and operated business that strives to educate, entertain and connect their guests with the place they call home. 
Their mission is to provide you with the highest quality wildlife safari by combining their love for the area with a desire to share this passion with you. Their guides will lead your safari with years of experience and first hand knowledge that can only come from living and breathing Jackson Hole, Grand Teton and Yellowstone National Parks.
Visit : www.JacksonHoleWildlifeSafaris.com. Contact : Jason Williams at jason@jacksonholewildlifesafaris.com. 

Destination Zambia

Explore the Extraordinary!  Destination Zambia is a DMC marketing Zambia to the global market.  Our  comprehensive website provides tools to the trade, at no cost, to make selling Zambia easy. Supporting this is our Tour Operator Department and Central Reservations.   Our aim: ensuring 

Zambia becomes the No 1 choice in African destinations,  through educating the public and the trade through our free tools and product information.

Zambia is a ‘World in One” for travellers –  safaris, adventure activities, lakes,  scuba diving, wildebeest and bat migrations, Victoria Falls, Chimpanzee orphanage, specialist safaris (photographic, birding) and  much more.

Visit : www.destinationzambia.co.zm. Contact : Marion Bohling at marion@destinationzambia.co.zm.

Longroe (UK)

Tour Operator mainly involved with arranging tours and specific trips for Clubs, Societies and Associations interested in cultural activities including history, architecture, classical music and gastronomy.
Clients are from professional organisations, including medical, scientific and similar. Travel to countries of western and eastern Europe, with small groups from 20-50 persons and larger groups 50-80.  Also clients interested in nature, scenery and "green" activities in small groups and private persons/FITs.

Visit : www.longrow.com. Contact : Arthur Rowe at aaccrowe@hotmail.com. 

	News


International Traveller magazine

International Traveller magazine has been launched by Australian Traveller media. 

International Traveller is magazine for Australians heading overseas, with quality editorial and independent reviews.

For the online version of the magazine visit : www.internationaltravellermag.com. Contact : Quentin Long at qlong@australiantraveller.com.

Virgin's Mahali Mzuri, Western Kenya to open in 2013

The Mahali Mzuri luxury tented safari camp in Western Kenya and is set to open during 2013.The Virgin Limited Edition collection property will offer an African safari experience featuring 12 luxury tented suites with spacious and game drives in 13,500 hectares.

Visit : www.mahalimzuri.virgin.com and www.magicalkenya.com. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com

Hotels under 100

Hotels under 100 is a website has launched offering hotel stays in India, Sri Lanka and Zambia for under £100 per night. 
Visit : www.hotelsunder100.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Hard Rock Hotel and Casino, Aruba

The the 75-million pound Hard Rock Hotel and Casino will open in 2014. Hard Rock currently has five hotels worldwide with another seven under construction, in destinations including Mayan Riviera, Doha and Atlantic City. 

Visit www.gardrockhotels.com and www.aruba.com. Contact : Tom Panagos tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk.  

Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket

The Centara Grand Beach Resort Phuket has been voted as one of the Top 25 Hotels for Families in Thailand by TripAdvisor, in its 2012 Travellers’ Choice awards. 

Visit : www.centarahotelsresorts.com. Gill Warren at gillyw@avenuesales.co.uk. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

God's Pocket, British Columbia

Sea Kayak Adventures runs lodge-based sea kayak tours off of the northern part of Vancouver Island.

It offer guests the opportunity to experience Canada’s  Inside Passage from the God’s Pocket Wilderness Resort, in God’s Pocket Provincial Park – Canada’s newest park. A boat ferries passengers to the lodge from Port Hardy.

Visit : www.seakayakadventures. Contact : Terry Pritchard at skadvent@roadrunner.com. 
Ampersand and Bellini Travel

India specialist Ampersand Travel has joined forces with Italy specialist Bellini Travel to offer a 16-day India and Italy expedition taking in the palaces of Maheshwar and Hyderabad in India and Rome and the Amalfi Coast in Italy.

 

Visit : www.ampersandtravel.com. Contact : Julia Perowne at  ampersand@verypcc.com. 
 

Solent Rib Safaris, UK

One of the largest offshore rigid inflatable boats (Rib) on the South Coast of England has been launched by Rib charter company, Solent Rib Safaris.

The custom made Solent Voyager Baltic ten meter Rib, seats up to 12 passengers and offers a 30 or 60 minute excursions.

Visit : www.solentribsafaris.com. Contact : Corina at corinna@equitydynamics.co.uk. 

Qatar Airways’

Qatar Airways’ has announced a number of  new routes in the Middle East, Africa and Asia.

Among these, scheduled flights to Iraq will begin on 23 May with Erbil in the north, followed two weeks later by services to the capital Baghdad on 7 June. 

The airline will launch flights to Kilimanjaro, its second gateway in Tanzania, on 25 July 2012 and on 15 August, Qatar Airways introduces flights to the holiday centre of Mombasa, its second point in Kenya after the capital Nairobi. 

Qatar Airways has already launched flights to the European capital cities of Baku in Azerbaijan and Tbilisi in Georgia and on 9 May will fly to the Croatian capital Zagreb, operating via Budapest. 
Further routes will be to Belgrade in Serbia, the Finnish capital Helsinki and Zanzibar in Tanzania.

 

Visit www.qatarairways.com. Contact : qrmedia@qatarairways.com.qa. 
Trips for the over 50s

 

Over 50s specialist, Saga Holidays, has launched its new Travellers World brochure featuring new locations including :

· spirit of Cambodia and Laos

· Zambia and Malawi 

· unveiling Burm

· a soul of Kerala, India, and 

· secrets of the Himalayan wild

Visit www.sagaholidays.co.uk. Contact : Carl Catterall at carl.catterall@saga.co.uk. 

Hiking in Hell’s Gorge, Tenerife

Barranco del Infierno, one of Tenerife’s natural hiking trails reopens this year. Known as “Hell’s Gorge”, the trail is located in the inland area of Adeje, and includes the deepest gorge in the Canary Islands, together with steep walls covered in lush greenery, a number of historic burial caves, and waterfalls.

Visit: www.webtenerife.com. Contact Raquel Fonseca at raquel@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

	What’s on 


Spring and summer events in Iceland 

 
Summer Solstice Festival

14-17 June 

Icelanders gather throughout the country to celebrate the midnight sun on the longest day of the year. 

Viking Festival

14- 17 June

The annual Viking Festival is held in the village of Hafnarfjörður where the age old culture is showcased through cuisine, handicrafts, storytelling, archery, games, music and battle demonstrations. 

Visit : www.fjorukrain.is
 

Icelandic Horse Show- Landsmót

25 June- 1 July

The show showcases the Icelandic horse. Visit : www.landsmot.is/en/ 

 

Arctic Open Golf Tournament, Akureyri

26 June- 1 July

In Akureyri, just south of the Arctic Circle, tee off is at midnight during Iceland’s longest days and play goes through the night.Midnight-sun open tournaments are also held in Reykjavík and the Westman Islands (Vestmannaeyjar). 

Visit : www.arcticopen.is.

Contact : Amelia Astley at amelia@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Jersey June in Bloom

17 to 24 June 2012 

Jersey's June in Bloom takes place throughout the so called Floral Island.

Visit : www.jersey.com. Contact : Alice Johnstone at jerseytourism@77pr.co.uk.

Endurance events in England

Men’s Health Survival of the Fittest

13 October 2012, London

17 November 2012, Nottingham

Survival of the Fittest sees participants run a challenging route in each host city with tough and engaging obstacles throughout the unforgiving 10k course.

Visit : www.mhsurvival.co.uk. 
 

London Stadia Trekathon

1 September 2012 and 31 August 2013

Walkers on a 26 mile route around London is an enormous challenge for walkers, but provides an opportunity to tour London on foot and to see the Olympic venues without the use of tube or bus. 

The route takes in the Olympic Park, Lords Cricket Ground (archery), Hyde Park (Triathlon and Marathon Swimming), Horse Guards Parade Ground (Beach Volleyball) and North Greenwich (equestrian).

Visit : www.discoveradventure.com. 

 
100K Walk

9 – 10 June 2012, London, Surrey and Sussex

This 24 hour challenge, organised by the Blind Veterans UK, will take walkers from Richmond in London through the trail footpaths of Surrey and Sussex. Visit : www.walk100.org.uk/
 

Great Swim

16 June 2012, Alton Water Park, Suffolk (Great East Swim)

22-24 June 2012, Windermere (Great North Swim)

1 July 2012, Salford Quays (Great Manchester Swim)

The Great Swim is a series of outdoor swims in lakes, lochs and docks around the UK. Visit : www.greatswim.org
 

HellRunner

10 and 11 November, Longmoor Camp, Hampshire (Hell Down South)

3 November, Delamere Forest Park (Hell Up North)

The HellRunner challenge offers trail running at its toughest, with 10 -12 mile off-road,  multi-terrain courses.Visit : www.hellrunner.co.uk.

The Wall

23 – 24 June, Hadrian’s Wall Country

Perhaps England’s most iconic ultra-marathon takes participants along the 69-mile historical path of Hadrian’s Wall, taking up to 2 days. Visit : www.thewallrun.com. 

River Rat Race

26 August 2012, Stockton-on-Tees

This urban adventure, set against backdrop of the mighty River Tees, is a 10km running event along the banks of the River Tees, which links together various water and shore based activities en route. 

Visit : www.ratraceadventure.com/riverratrace. 
 

Contact: Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org. 

Cirque du Soleil in Santa Cruz, Tenerife
13 to 20 January 2013

Cirque du Soleil will stage its first performances  in Santa Cruz in January 2013.

The circus troupe will stage nine performances of “Happiness”, a high-energy acrobatic show featuring synchronised trapeze stunts, high-rise flying and circus-based theatrics.

Visit : www.cirquedusoleil.com. Contact Raquel Fonseca at raquel@humewhitehead.co.uk.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Alcan Highway, Alaska

Dubbed the Alcan Highway, a.k.a. the Alaska Highway, this 2,451-kilometre feat of innovative engineering carved its way through a rugged, unforgiving landscape - a war time effort to connect mainland United States to Alaska. 
Todayhighway stretches from Dawson Creek to Fairbanks, Alaska, is favoured by serious road warriors, history buffs and those eager for a roadside view of Mother Nature's best. 
Visit : www.hellobc.com and www.gov.bc.ca. Contact : Fiona Tso at fiona.tso@gov.bc.ca.

ScotRail cut-price bike hire scheme 

ScotRail has has expanded its cut-price bike hire scheme to save cyclists cash and enable scenic A-to-B journeys across the Scottish Highlands.

The train operator has an existing discount scheme with Ticket to Ride rental shop in Inverness that offers 15% off cycle hire for people with a Freedom of Scotland Travelpass and 10% off for those with other valid ScotRail tickets.

But now the scheme has been extended to also include Nevis Cycles shops in Oban and Fort William. The expanded scheme should prove popular with cyclists tackling The Great Glen Way, a 73-mile path between Fort William and Inverness, and the cycleway between Oban and Fort William.

Visit : www.scotrail.co.uk/cycling, www.neviscycles.com and www.tickettoridehighlands.co.uk and www.firs-blairatholl.co.uk. Contact : Danny Carden at daniel.carden@firstgroup.com.

Family vacations to Missouri

The Midwestern US state is very family friendly with many free activities.

In Kansas City, there is the chance to explore the interactive Science City in Union Station, observe animals in their natural setting at the City Zoo, learn all about money at the Money Museum or enjoy a production at the Coterie Theatre.

 

St Louis is a city with many free activities, including major attractions including the St Louis Zoo, the Science Centre and the Art Museum.

 

There pop also the Children’s Museum and Grant’s Farm was voted the seventh-best family attraction nationwide by the US Family Travel Guide Zagat Survey. Its Deer Park is home to a variety of exotic animal species from around the world and entry is free.

 

Branson has The Butterfly Palace and Rainforest Adventure where over 1,000 butterflies surround you in the botanical garden, plus a Mirror Maze and insect zoo. 

The Talking Rocks Cavern allows children to play at being explorers as they walk through the caves that contain beautiful, natural living formations of many different kinds and colours.

 

Visit : www.visitMo.co.uk. Contact : Fiona Pettitt at fiona@cellet.co.uk

Lisbon, Portugal

 

The Portuguese capital of Lisbon has been nominated for awards in the 19th annual World Travel Awards, which take place in October.

The city is contesting :

· Europe’s Leading Destination

· Europe’s Leading City Break Destination

· Europe’s Leading Cruise Destination, and Europe’s Leading Cruise Port.

 

Lisbon highlights that it has beaches located only 20 minutes from the city centre, year-round sunshine, the largest river in Europe and a 1000 years of history.

 

Established in 1993, the World Travel Awards honor the best examples of good practice in the tourism industry on a global scale. Voting is conducted online, by the general public and by more than 200,000 professional Travel Agencies and tourism, from 160 countries.

Visit : www.visitlisboa.com and www.worldtravelawards.com. Contact:

Jo Hartley at joh@hillsbalfour.com. 

Summer in New England, USA

While New England is known for its fall foliage, the State in summer offers  over 6,000 miles of coastline with sandy beaches, scenic mountains, forests and lakes and warm weather.

Some of New England’s summer activities include :

 

Whale Watching and Authentic Lobster Boat Fishing in Maine

The state of Maine is larger than all of the other New England states combined with 3,500 miles of coastline and a string of fishing harbors. Visitors can go whale watching 20 miles off the coast of Maine, where species of whales include Humpback, Minke, Pilot whales and occasionally Sperm and Orca.

 ‘Bike and Boat Tour’ of the Thimble Islands, Connecticut

The popular “Connecticut Shoreline Bike/Boat Tour” starts on the historic green in the town of Guilford, about 25 minutes east of New Haven (home to Yale University). 

The 20 mile bike ride passes tidal marshes and sea estuaries and finishes at Stony Creek, a former world famous quarrying centre whose pink granite blocks were used as the base for the Statue of Liberty.

 

Island Cruises Onboard the Oldest Operating Mail Boat in the US – Lake Winnipesaukee, New Hampshire The US Mail boat, Sophie C., which is the oldest floating post office in the USA, offers visitors an opportunity to join island cruises that deliver mail to five of the islands around Lake Winnipesaukee.

 

Bike and Hike around Rhode Island

The southern coast of Rhode Island, the smallest U.S. state, has 100 miles of beaches.  Visitors to South County can hike and bike and enjoy salt water fishing, camping, canoeing, kayaking, sailing, surfing, skiing, horseback riding and birding.

Walking Boston, Massachusetts

Boston is a walking city, with many incredible museums such as the John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, the newly expanded Boston Tea Party Ships and Museum and the Old State House. 

The 2.5 mile Freedom Trail includes 16 national historic sites followed by a 40 minute journey aboard Codzilla – a twin-turbo charged, 2,800 horse power speedboat. 

Discover New England represents the six American states of Connecticut, New Hampshire, Maine, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Vermont.

Visit www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact: Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Swissôtel Resort Phuket

Swissôtel Hotels & Resorts has the Swissôtel Resort Phuket, which is the group’s third property in Thailand and its first resort property in Southeast Asia.

 

The hotel is located at Kamala Beach in western Phuket, overlooking the Andaman Sea and one of the best-known resort destinations on the island. It offers an extensive range of facilities, including a lagoon-style pool, spa and fitness centre, an adventure club for families with children and an array of recreational activities. 

Visit : www.swissotel.com. Contact : Eva-Maria at Eva-Maria.Lindner@swissotel.com. 

Hyatt Regency Mexico City

Hyatt Hotels Corporation is to acquire the Hotel Nikko Mexico, which will be renamed the Hyatt Regency Mexico City and reopend after a refurbishment.

The hotel, which is situated in the heart of the upscale Polanco district on Campos Eliseos,  faces Chapultepec Park and is within walking distance of the city’s best museums and art galleries, theaters, dining and nightlife attractions, high-end retail shopping areas, the Chapultepec Zoo and Aviary, and the Botanical Gardens.

 

Hyatt-branded hotels currently open in Mexico are Hyatt Regency Cancun, Hyatt Regency Merida, and Hyatt Regency Villahermosa. 

Worldwide, more than 40 Hyatt-branded hotels opened in 2011 and Hyatt currently has executed contracts for 170 new hotels under development around the world.

 

Visit www.hyatt.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at Lucia@grifcopr.com.

Meliá Dubai.

 

Spanish group Meliá Hotels International, has begun its expansion into the Arab States of the Gulf by opening the Meliá Dubai.

Visit :  www.melia.com. Contact : comunicacion@melia.com.

The Inn at the White Elephant Village, Nantucket, Massachusetts

The Inn at the White Elephant Village located on South Beach Street, in the heart of Nantucket town, will open in June 2012.

The Inn is the latest property for Nantucket Island Resorts, which owns and manages a number of Nantucket hotels including :

the Relais and Chateaux Wauwinet

The Cottages and Lofts on the Boat Basin Jared Coffin House, The White Elephant Hotel, and the White Elephant Hotel Residences. 

The group also owns and manages the 240 slip marina – the Nantucket Boat Basin. 

Visit : www.nantucketislandresorts.com. Contact Julia Perowne at jp@verypcc.com

Meliá Dubai

Meliá Hotels International has opened the Meliá Dubai located in Bur Dubai, within easy reach of Dubai’s main shopping and commercial districts and 10 minutes from Dubai International Airport. 

Visit : www.melia-dubai.com. Contact : Anita Keshi  at anita@katchthis.com. 

Amari Hua Hin, Thailand

Amari Hua Hin, the latest addition to Amari’s portfolio of properties in Thailand, will open in June 2012.  The property is located two and a half hours from Bangkok,  next to Khao Takiab, a popular stretch of beach. 

Visit: www.amari.com/huahin. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 

Kempinski Hotels

First established in 1897, Kempinski Hotels is Europe’s oldest luxury hotel group and now comprises 66 five-star hotels in 29 countries.

Kempinski is a founding member of the Global Hotel Alliance (GHA), the world’s largest alliance of independent hotels.

 

Visit: www.kempinski.com. Contact : Gizem Oflazoğlu at gizem.oflazoglu@kempinski.com. 

Akamas Villas

Akamas Villas is a luxury villa company based in West Cyprus, currently offering 42 holiday-rental properties situated in and around the Cypriot conservation areas of Chrysochou Bay, Agarka, Polis, Latchi and Neo Chorio.

 

The Akamas  Villas loyalty card offers guest discounts of up to 20% at a luxury Spa Resort, local restaurants, supermarket and shops, as well as boating and water sport activities. 

Visit : www.akamas-villas.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at  leila@turtle-pr.com. 

Hotels in Tenerife

Hotel Isla Baja Suites, Garachico

The new Hotel Isla Baja Suites are located  in a restored eighteenth century building, which was built at a time when Garachico was the capital of the island and a significant trade port.

Visit : www.islabajasuites.com 
 

Iberostar Grand Hotel Mencey 

Declared a cultural heritage site, the Hotel Mencey, is the only five-star hotel in the island’s capital city, Santa Cruz.

Visit : www.thegrandcollection.com.

Hotel Suite Villa Maria

Located on the southern slopes of Costa Adeje, the Hotel Suite Villa Maria is a new five-star property.

Visit :www.hotelsuitevillamaria.com.

Visit: www.webtenerife.com. Contact Raquel Fonseca at raquel@humewhitehead.co.uk. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: jon@monumentvalleyview.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 
· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. Contact : Graham Toone at Graham.Toone@city-sightseeing.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 115 : May 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member (journalist)/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Portillo ski resort, Chile

Alliance members travelling to Chile or Argentina Are invited to spend a couple of nights at the Portillo ski resort for review purposes. 

The resort will be opened from 16 June to 6 October 2012. 

Visit : www.skiportillo.com. Contact : Martina Diez-Routh at martina@traveltradeuk.com

Enrica Rocca -the Cooking Countess

Enrica Rocca, known as the Cooking Countess, is founder of a cooking school, acclaimed by Gourmet Magazine as one of the top 10 in the world. 

Enrica was born into an aristocratic family in Venice and this taught her to appreciate and understand food. Alliance members interested in food are invited to review one of Enrica’s cooking lesson, either in London or Rome and at some time in the future in Cape Town.
Contact : Federica Zanda at federicazanda76@gmail.com for more information.

Journeys of Distinction

Journeys of Distinction offers tours across both their Classic and Light range of holidays. 

East Coast Splendours

This 12 day tour takes in the sights of the imposing seats of power at Washington DC, the picturesque scenery and almighty force of nature at Niagara Falls, plus the myriad of culture and people in New York City. 
There’s also the chance to feel the significance of the Gettysburg battlefields where President Lincoln made his famous address during the American civil war. 

New England in the Fall

This 13 day tour of New England takes in the splendid locations of Boston, Cape Cod and Vermont. 

Highlights of Eastern Canada

This 10 day tour from Journeys of Distinction’s new Light range of holidays takes in a selection of iconic experiences from Eastern Canada including Niagara Falls, Toronto and Quebec.  

Visit : www.jod.uk.com. Contact : max@brazenpr.com.

Visit : www.jod.com. Alliance members interested in a press trip to the destinations below or any other Journeys of Distinction’s tours contact : Max at max@brazenpr.com.
Jonglez Publishing : Secret guides

Jonglez Publishing is expanding its "Secret guides" collection with the publication of Secret New York, Secret London - Unsusual Bars & Restaurants and Secret Milan.

Visit : www.jonglezpublishing.com. Review copies are available from Alexandre Thery at: alexandre@jonglezpublishing.com.

The Skiathos Princess Hotel and the Aegean Suites Hotel, Skiathos, Greece

The Skiathos Princess Hotel and the Aegean Suites Hotel are located on the Greek island of Skiathos, and owned and run by the Santikos family. 

Skiathos, a small island in the Aegean Sea has 60 white sandy beaches considered the best in Greece. Neighbouring islands Skopelos and Alonissos making it good for exploring the area by boat. 

Skiathos Princess Hotel

The 132 room, 5 star, Skiathos Princess Hotel sits within it's own gardens on a Blue Flag beach in the bay of Aghia Paraskevi. Pierce Brosnan and Colin Firth stayed there when filming Mamma Mia!

Visit : www.skiathosprincessholidays.com.
Aegean Suites Hotel
The Aegean Suites Hotel is located on a hillside in among olive trees on the quiet outskirts of Skiathos town’s port. It is an adult only, all-suite hotel overlooking the Aegean Sea. 

Sovereign Luxury Travel offers packages to the two hotels. Visit : www.sovereign.com. Alliance members interested in a visit to the Skiathos Princess Hotel or the Aegean Suites Hotel, contact : Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifco.co.uk.

Al Fresco parcs

Al Fresco, which offer luxury family friendly parcs in a number of European locations have opened for the season Including :

· Le Brasilia, Languedoc Roussillon, France 

· Esterel, Cote d’Azur, France 

· Bella Austria, Austria 

· Les Alicourts, Loire, France 

· Duinrell Parc, Wassenaar, Netherlands 

· Douce Quietude, Saint 

· Raphaël, France Bella Italia, Lake Garda, Italy, and 

· Les Sablons, Languedoc, France

Visit: www.thomsonalfresco.co.uk. For press trips contact : Jess at alfresco@brazenpr.com. 

Pierre & Vacances regional discovery days

Self-catering family holiday specialist Pierre & Vacances is looking to encourage visitors to take advantage of the local area with a range of regional discovery excursions for the summer season, with hands-on adventures including learning to make soap in Provence, visiting a dairy to make goats cheese in the Ardeche or helping make honey with a beekeeper in the south of France. 

Visit : www.pierreetvacances.co.uk. For press trip requests  contact Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa

The Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa runs excursions to Edu Faru, the first Marine National Park in the Maldives. The Edu Faru archipelago, comprising of nine uninhabited islands, lagoon and surrounding waters, form a single unified coral reef ecosystem.  

The resort donates $10 to the MNP Foundation Fund for every resort guest to visit the area. 

The Hilton Maldives Iru Fushi Resort & Spa is located in 52 acres of white beach and tropical vegetation within the  Noonu Atoll in the north of the Maldives. It is reached by a 55-minute seaplane transfer from Male International Airport.

Visit www. MaldivesIruFushi.hilton.com. For press trip requests contact Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

Cycling alongside Tour de France

Cycling enthusiasts can ride alongside Tour de France participants this summer on holidays with Pierre & Vacances. 

The accommodation specialist has teamed up with the professional 1t4i-Shimano cycling team at its Premium Altea Hills Residence on the Costa Blanca to offer a Pro Cycling Experience where guests are able to explore the Sierra de Bernia and Spanish coastline with cycling experts. 

There are 30 spaces a week for guests to take part in as many training and technical sessions as they like and join some or all of the daily excursions which range between 70 and 110 kilometres. 

The routes vary between the coastline and the mountains and all include uphill sections. 

 

Each cyclist is fitted with their own professional bike for the week and preferences and heights are sent to the team beforehand so the bike is ready to use on arrival. The professionals can also give inside tips on bike mechanics and advise on sports diets. 

 

Pierre & Vacances Premium Residence Altea Hills is a four star property in the Sierra de Bernia, overlooking the sea. 

Visit : www.pv-holidays.com and www.pierreetvacances.co.uk. Alliance members interested in a press trip contact Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego

The San Diego area has been a popular destination with European visitors to southern California for many years.

The DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego is situated conveniently 25 minutes north of San Diego International Airport.

A prominent feature of the resort is the Carmel Highland 18 hole championship golf course which offers a challenging yet fun experience for golfers of all levels of ability.

Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. To request a press visit to the DoubleTree By Hilton Golf Resort contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Visit  Southport

Southport 'England's Classic Resort' is a traditional Victorian town by the sea - but with a contemporary twist. 

It boasts the UK's oldest iron pier (and the country's second longest) which traverses both the Marine Lake and Southport Beach. 

The town is the home of the UK's finest golf course, Royal Birkdale, as well as 5 other championship courses. There is great shopping, a delicious choice of restaurants and accommodation to suit all tastes and budgets from four star boutique hotels to friendly family run guesthouses. 

Visit : www.visitsouthport.com. Contact : Steve Christian at steve@visitsouthport.com. 


Lübeck, Germany

The Hanseatic City of Lübeck with its Baltic seaside resort of Travemünde is the Northern German gateway from and to Scandinavia and the Baltic countries. 

Declared a UNESCO World Cultural Heritage with more than 1,000 listed buildings Lübeck is a traditional and modern place at the same time. 

Visit : www.luebeck-tourism.deContact : Barbara Schwartz at barbara.schwartz@luebeck-tourismus.de 

Great Yarmouth, UK

Great Yarmouth is one of the UK’s top seaside resorts with stunning beaches, a revitalised seafront, exceptional maritime heritage and a superb range of indoor and outdoor attractions like the Pleasure Beach, which features the famous wooden rollercoaster that has thrilled generations of visitors since 1932 and Merrivale Model Village with its atmospheric old penny arcade. 

There is a busy programme of free annual events including the Great Yarmouth Maritime Festival and the Out There Festival of International Street Arts and Circus (both in September).

Visit : www.great-yarmouth.co.uk. Contact : Kirsty Burn at kirsty@great-yarmouth.gov.uk.

California's historic Gold Rush Country

California's historic Gold Rush Country and the northern gateway to Yosemite National Park offers areas offers 4-season outdoor recreation, old-west history with it's historic towns and gold mining sites, fine dining, live theatre, incredible mountain scenery and so much more at an affordable price.


Visit : www.yosemitegoldcountry.com. Contact : Nanci Sikes at nanci@mlode.com.

Destination North Wales

Destination North Wales is the entry point for all things tourism related into the stunning destination of North Wales. 

Home of Snowdonia National Park, Isle of Anglesey (where Prince William works), beautiful beaches, 5 World Heritage Sites, a unique language and culture and so much more, we are a hidden gem yet to be discovered by many of you!


Visit : www.destinationnorthwales.co.uk. Contact : Carole Startin
at carole.startin@tpnw.org. 


World Expeditions

World Expeditions is one of the world’s original adventure travel companies. Starting as a Himalayan trekking company in 1975, World Expeditions has earned an outstanding reputation as a world leader in small group trekking and adventure holidays.

The all-inclusive value of its trips, its expert leaders, often world-renowned figure and it’s highly acclaimed minimal impact style of travel offering responsible and sustainable adventures to the world’s most diverse destinations makes World Expeditions’ adventures unique. 

More than 600 stand-alone itineraries are offered, from small group active adventures and expeditions to cycling and walking tours to cultural journeys.

Visit : www.worldexpeditions.com. Contact : Caroline Mongrain at caroline@worldexpeditions.com. 

Shire Hotels (UK)
Shire Hotels has 4 star hotels with exceptional conference facilities and first class spas. Locations in Bristol, Southampton, Manchester, Leeds, Northampton and Lake District.

Visit : www.shirehotels.com. Contact : Jane Waterworth at jane@shirehotels.com
. 

Volunteer Expeditions

Volunteer Expeditions is a nonprofit travel-planning agency that organizes group volunteer vacations. Current trips include rebuilding New Orleans, tutoring children in Jamaica, and helping the homeless in Chicago and Washington DC. Each trip is customized to the time frame, budget, and interests of the travelling group. 

Volunteer opportunities can include building homes, serving meals in soup kitchens, sorting and distributing supplies for food banks and restoring the ecosystem. All meals, tours and stops at local attractions are also included to ensure a meaningful, fun, and well-rounded experience for everyone.


Visit : www.volunteerexpeditions.org. Contact : Allison Bernstein at allison@volunteerexpeditions.org. 

Inns of Character (UK)

Inns of Character are traditional coaching inns - cosy accommodation, great home cooked food and Thwaites award winning cask ales.


Visit : www.innsofcharacter.co.uk. Contact : Jane Waterworth at janew@shirehotels.com.

Historic House Hotels, UK

The historic houses of Hartwell House in the Vale of Aylesbury, Bodysgallen Hall in North Wales, and Middlethorpe Hall in York, have restored and converted to luxury hotels.

Each building is over 300 years old, and offers guests a taste of quintessential country house living; to dine in award winning restaurants, to wander the immaculately kept gardens and parkland , to relax and be pampered in the health and beauty spas, and receive the very best in service and hospitality.


Visit : www.historichousehotels.com. Contact : Alison Buxton at sales@historichousehotels.com.

Mersey Ferries, UK

The world famous Mersey Ferries offer something for everyone, and are one of the regions and nation’s best-loved tourist attractions.

The River Explorer cruise, departing hourly from Liverpool’s Pier Head, offers an unparalleled experience of Liverpool and Merseyside from the deck of the iconic vessels. 

An entertaining and informative commentary provides fascinating facts and detail about the rich history of the river and its waterfront.There is also a tourist attraction at each ferry terminal, The Beatles Story – featuring Fab4D, Spaceport and The U-boat Story - a real WW2 German submarine.

Visit : www.merseyferries.co.uk. Contact : Pat Gardner at communications@merseytravel.gov.uk.

Agencies

ING MEDIA

ING MEDIA specialises in Architecture and the Food & Drink industry, and manage public relations and marketing drive for many types of client from Media & Technology through to Retail. 
Visit : www.ing-media.com. Contact : David Cummins at david@ing-media.com.

	News


Ospreys in North Wales, UK

The first breeding pair of ospreys on the River Dyfi for more than 400 years have returned to their nesting site after flying thousands of mile from their African wintering grounds.

 

The male osprey, named Monty, arrived back nine days after his mate, Nora,  The Dyfi Osprey Project is run by the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust, with the help of  70 volunteers.

Visit : www.montwt.co.uk. Contact : Emyr Evans at ems11@btinternet.com

Air Europa

Air Europa will increase its frequency to the Peruvian capital Lima to daily from 26 June.

Air Europa is Spain’s second largest airline and operates out of Madrid to 36 destinations in 16 countries in Latin America including Buenos Aires, Argentina; Caracas, Venezuela; Havana, Cuba and Santo Domingo in the Dominican Republic.

Visit : www.aireuropa.com. Contact : Jasmin Othman at jasmin.othman@rooster.co.uk.

Global cities

New York and London remain the world’s most global cities, while major emerging-market cities strengthened their ability to challenge global leaders in the next 10 to 20 years, according to the 2012 A.T. Kearney Global Cities Index.

 

The Global Cities Index, conducted every two years since 2008, provides a measure of global engagement for 66 cities across :

· Business Activity

· Human Capital

· Information Exchange

· Cultural Experience, and 

· Political Engagement. 

 

The 2012 edition of the Global Cities Index includes the Emerging Cities Outlook 2012, a forward looking measurement of emerging cities that have the potential to improve their global standing in future years. 

Beijing, Shanghai and Taipei top this newly introduced perspective. Despite the financial turmoil of the past few years, New York and London have consistently led the rankings in all three editions of the Global Cities Index. Paris and Tokyo come in third and fourth.

For a summary of the A.T. Kearney Global Cities Index visit : www.atkearney.com.

British Airways A389

Construction has begun on British Airways’ first super jumbo, the Airbus A380, due for delivery next year. The A380 is the largest civil aircraft ever made, with a maximum seating capacity of 853 compared to 660 in a Boeing 747.

British Airways has ordered 12 of the aircraft and 24 Boeing 787s. Routes for the airline’s first A380 and B787 will be announced in due course.

Visit : www.ba.com/press. Contact :  media.relations@ba.com.

Red Mangrove Galapagos and Ecuador Lodges

Red Mangrove Galapagos and Ecuador Lodges, which specialises in active adventure and dive vacations, is to open the Red Mangrove Dive Academy in the second half of 2012.

With over 15,000 square feet of space under construction it will be the largest dive training center in Ecuador and one of the largest in South America.

Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

St. Kitts Sea Turtle Monitoring Network

The St. Kitts Sea Turtle Monitoring Network is to open a Sea Turtle Interpretive Center, as a year-round tourist facility. It will serve as an orientation center for tours and field trips and a research station.

Visit : www.stkittsturtles.org and www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Contact: Cathy A. Preece at Cathy@adams-pr.com.

Hong Kong Airlines

Hong Kong Airlines' cabin crew know just the trick. The airline has revealed that all operational flight attendants on Hong Kong Airlines' are now fully Wing Chun martial arts trained.

The Wing Chun training, which is compulsory for all of the airline’s cabin crew members. It is the only form of martial arts created by a woman and enhances general well being and reinforces physical health and mental wellness.  

Contact :  www.hongkongairlines.com.  contact : Laura at laura@ktapr.com.

The Wales Coast Path

The Ramblers, Britain’s walking charity, will launch the Wales Coast Path on 5 May 2012, making Wales the first in country in the world to have a path along its entire coastline. 

Visit : www.ramblers.org.uk/wales. Contact : press@ramblers.org.uk.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Brothers Flavour of Freedom Tour (UK)

 

Brothers Cider is sponsoring the ‘Brothers Flavour of Freedom Tour’ in association with Strummerville, which areb a series of warm up gigs from the musical talent due to hit the festival circuit this summer.The events will be and will take place from 3rd to 19th May in towns & cities around the UK.

 

Strummerville is a registered charity that gives opportunities to aspiring musicians and support to projects that change the world through music. The charity also runs a special projects fund helping homeless and vulnerable people through music, developing music communities in the UK and Africa.

 

Visit: www.brotherscider.co.uk/FreedomTour and www.strummerville.com. Contact : Ned Boyd at nikolai@thisismission.com. 

Alaska bear viewing by kayak 

Above and Beyond Alaska has been awarded a 10- year permit by the US Forest Service to operate guided day trips to the Pack Creek area of Admiralty Island.

The island boasts one of the highest concentrations of brown bears in the world. The adventure begins in Juneau and combines flightseeing, sea kayaking and bear viewing in a highly protected area where visitation is limited. 

Visit : www.beyondak.com. Contact: Becky Janes at becky@beyondak.com. 

Wilderness Safaris Malawi

Wilderness Safaris Malawi is offering the Rhino Tracking Experience for guests of Mvuu Camp and Mvuu Lodge in Liwonde National Park. 

The Experience comprises an introduction to the plight of the black rhino, a three-hour guided walk into rhino territory, conducted by armed Rhino Protection Team (RPT) scouts and Wilderness Safaris guides.

In the late 1980s, the last black rhinoceros disappeared from Mwabvi Wildlife Reserve in the Lower Shire Valley of Malawi.

In the early 1990s, Malawi’s Department of National Parks and Wildlife (DNPW) and South Africa National Parks (SANParks) created the Liwonde Wildlife Project, an initiative aimed at introducing six endangered species, including the black rhino, into a breeding sanctuary in Liwonde National Park. 

It has been one of Africa’s most successful breeding programmes. Wilderness Safaris is a conservation organisation and ecotourism company

Visit : www.wilderness-safaris.com. Contact : Emma Powell at Emma@grifcopr.com.

Voyages of Discovery cruises 

Voyages of Discovery has launched its river cruising programme, European River Cruises including:

· Romantic Rhine Cruise

· Grand Danube Journey

· St Petersburg – Moscow

Prices for all Voyages of Discovery river cruises include flights or rail travel and overseas transfers from/to the ship (where applicable), all meals on board and house wine with lunch and dinner.

Visit : www.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk. Contact :  Leanne Gosford at Leanne.Gosford@sirencomms.com. 

The Siesta Sand Sculpture Contest, Sarasota, Florida

 

The Siesta Sand Sculpture Contest takes place at Siesta Key annually in May.

Siesta Key has been voted number one beach in America by Dr Beach 2012 and is a stunning location for this fascinating spectacle. The white sand is perfect for forming sculpture and visitors will love trying to create their own masterpieces. The Siesta Sand Sculpture Contest is for professionals and public participation.

Sarasota and Florida’s Gulf Islands are located on the West Coast of Florida, 45 minutes from Tampa and one and half hours drive from Orlando. 

Visit  : www.sarasotafl.org and www.vacationstoamerica.com. Contact : Antonia Robinson at antonia@goshpr.c.o.uk.

Spring birding in Alaska

Alaska stages a number of birding festivals in spring.

During May, as many as 5 million shorebirds rest and feed in Cordova and this coincides with the Copper River Delta Shorebird Festival. Visit : www.cordovachamber.com
Birders also head to the Kenai Peninsula for the Kachemak Bay Shorebird Festival and the and Kenai Birding Festival. Visit : www.homeralaska.org and www.kenaibirdfest.com. 

In the north, there is the Tanana Migratory Bird Festivalequips while the Yakutat Tern Festival celebrates one of the largest and southernmost breeding colonies of Aleutian Terns. Visit : www.alaskacenters.gov.

Visit : www.adfg.alaska.gov.  Contact : Anne Sutto at anne.sutton@alaska.gov.

The Gold Coast, Queensland, Australia

The Gold Coast is Queensland’s fastest wine-growing region thanks to rich soils, an annual 300 days of sunshine.

The Hinterland Food and Wine Trail follows a scenic inland route, while the Pacific Food and Wine Trail runs from Yatala in the north of the city to Murwillumbah, across the border into New South Wales. 

The trail features 14 wine, beer and food stops including Mt Tamborine Brewery, Witches Chase Cheese Company and O'Reilly's Canungra Valley Vineyards. 

While the Pacific Trail includes twelve stops from the Burleigh Brewing Company to the Sirromet Winery to the Madura Tea Estates.

 

 Visit : www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/foodwinetrails. Contact : Daniela  at danielar@hillsbalfour.com. 

	What’s on 


The Suffolk Walking Festival, UK

19 May to 10 June 2012

The Suffolk Walking Festival features 30 guided routes including a new Flatford to the Fens, five day, 70 mile challenge.

Covering much of inland Suffolk, the festival will take in areas around Stowmarket, Lavenham, Bury St Edmunds, Newmarket, Mildenhall and Ipswich. 

The region, with its softly undulating landscapes, pretty villages and magnificent cultural heritage, is well suited to its countryside on foot.

Visit : www.discoversuffolk.org.uk. Contact : Pat Edgar atbPRMatters@dsl.pipex.com.

Anguilla Literary Festival

24 and 28 May 2012

The Caribbean island Anguilla is to stage its first Anguilla Literary Festival in May.

The Anguilla Lit Fest will be looking to celebrate Anguilla’s literary heritage visit and enance the visitor experience during the summer shoulder period. 

 

Visit www.ivisitanguilla.com. Contact : Candis A. Niles at candis.niles@atb.ai                                          
Summer festivals in Maryland

The Antique and Classic Boat Festival

15 to 17 June 2012

The 25th  Annual Antique and Classic Boat Festival is the largest of its kind in the Mid Atlantic with more than 100 antique and classic boats mooring in  the port. 

Visit : www.chesapeakebayacbs.org.

The Western Maryland Blues Festival

31 May to 3 June 2012

The Western Maryland Blues Festival, in Hagerstown, features live blues performances and workshops from artists across Maryland. 

Hagerstown  is also known for its rich Civil War history, lively arts and entertainment district, mountain views and scenic parks. 

Visit : www.blues-fest.orgis contact : Lisa Cooper atLisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

                                                                                                                                                          Spirit of the Sea, Weymouth & Portland Maritime Festival 

30 June to 15 July 2012

The fifth ‘Spirit of the Sea’, Weymouth & Portland Maritime Festival, celebrating the area’s close relationship with the sea, and brings together a range of sporting activities, cultural events and entertainment. 

Visit : www.spiritofthesea.org.uk. Contact : Mark McCulloch at Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org. 

The Mary Rose, Portsmouth

Opens end 2012

The Mary Rose is based in Portsmouth Historic Dockyard. Built between 1509 and 1511, she was one of the first ships able to fire a broadside, and was a firm favourite of King Henry VIII. 

After a long and successful career, she sank during an engagement with the French fleet in 1545. Her rediscovery and rising were seminal events in the history of nautical archaeology. 

A new museum to open in late 2012 will have the  hull of the Mary Rose at the centre of the new development with galleries running the entire length of the ship. 

Visit : www.maryrose.org and www.visitengland.org. Contact : Mark McCulloch at Mark.McCulloch@visitengland.org.

The 7th World Choir Games in Cincinnati, USA

4 to 14 July 2012.

The World Choir Games, formally known as “Choir Olympics“, take place every two years on different continents with about 20.000 choristers. 

After Shaoxing (China), the 7th World Choir Games 2012 will take place in Cincinnati, USA and are being supported by Procter & Gamble as the Official Presenting Sponsor. 

Visit : www.interkultur.com. Contact: Stefanie Vera Müller at press@interkultur.com

The London Festival of Architecture

23 June to 8 July 2012

The London Festival of Architecture is a city-wide celebration of architecture and architectural talent in the UK capital. It brings architects and communities together to examine how we make London a better place. The theme of the 2012 Festival - ‘The Playful City’ – responds to the presence in London of the Olympic and Paralympic Games.

Visit : www.lfa2012.org. Tony Mokling at Tony.mokling@fticonsulting.org. 

Art of the Olympians on display at 2012 Olympic Games in London

27 July and 12 August 2012
The Art of the Olympians Museum and Gallery (AOTO), which is headquartered in Fort Myers, Florida, is to stage a special exhibition during the 2012 London Olympic Games in July. 

Artwork by Olympian artists as well as Olympic memorabilia will be on display at AOTO’s Olympic Center, University College London. 
The exhibition will offer free public access between 27 July and 12 August 2012. Seeking to inspire individuals through the power of art, sport and the Olympic ideals, AOTO is a non-profit organization has a global reach. 

AOTO was the vision of the late Al Oerter of Fort Myers Beach and four-time, consecutive Olympic gold medalist in discus, and has grown into a global initiative of more than 70 Olympian artists.

 

Visit:  www.artoftheolympians.org. Contact : Hamilton, Nancy at NHamilton@leegov.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Fly fishing in West Virginia

Fly fishing in West Virginia offers an outdoor experience for any angler visiting the Mountain State from hiking to mountain streams, tubing or wading in the rivers, camping under the stars in the wilderness or snuggled in lodges deep in the forest.

 

Fly fishing, whether it be trout or smallmouth bass, means fresh mountain air and breathtaking scenery in a state which is 80% forested with 2,000 miles of streams and rivers.  

West Virginia's 36 state parks and seven state forests form more than 200,000 acres.

The Cacapon River, along with the Potomac and Shenandoah Rivers offer good smallmouth fishing while the 600 miles of streams in the Monongahela National Forest hold wild brook trout among other species. Fly-fishing, enthusiasts can hike out to Dry Fork, Otter Creek or Glady Fork among other streams.  

 

Visit : www.wvtourism.com. Contact : Jane Wilson at wv@attachecommunications.co.uk.

Culture in Qatar

Qatar is looking to establish itself as the cultural hub of the Middle East, with many of its attractions rooted in the arts, culture and environment of the region. 

The Museum of Islamic Art

The most prominent of Qatar’s museums is the Museum of Islamic Art, which is home to a fine collection of artefacts from  this ancient civilization including pieces dating back over 1400 years.

 

Recent developments at the museum’s waterfront site include the creation of the MIA park, a 68-acre public space and on the first Saturday of every month, the park becomes a traditional Bazaar with 100 street vendors selling jewellery, arts and crafts put a modern twist on Qatar’s Souk tradition.

Visit : www.mia.org.qa
The Mathaf Arab Museum of Modern Art

 

The Mathaf Arab Museum of Modern Art offers an Arab perspective on international art. 

The museum is situated on the edge of Doha’s Education City, a 14 square kilometre purpose built area that is home to educational facilities for students of all ages and campuses of some of the world's leading universities.

 

Visit : www.mathaf.org.qa. 

Visit : www.qatartourism.gov.qa. Contact : Susie Tempest at Susiet@hillsbalfour.com

The Buccleuch country estates, UK

The Buccleuch country estates of Boughton (Northamptonshire), Queensberry (Dumfries), Bowhill (Scottish Borders) and Dalkeith (Midlothian) offer a range of Great British country heritage.

 

Incorporating historical and artistic attractions, the estates are visitor options for those visiting Northamptonshire, South of Scotland and the Lothians. The estates and houses are open to the public and offer a range of high profile artistic, musical and sporting events for those visiting Northamptonshire, South of Scotland and the Lothians.

 

Boughton Estate, Northamptonshire, England

Described as the English Versailles, this 17th century stately home is a blend of the intimate and the grand, where the spirit of a family home goes hand in hand with the formality of the Great Hall or the series of state rooms virtually untouched in 300 years.

Visit : www.boughtonhouse.org.uk
 

Drumlanrig Castle, Dumfries & Galloway, Scotland

Drumlanrig Castle is a red sandstone mansion with turreted silhouette and sweeping forecourt towering above the Nith Valley.It was rebuilt by Sir William Bruce for the 1st Duke of Queensbury in 1645-88, housing a renowned art collection including Rembrandt’s 'An Old Woman Reading'.  

Visit : www.drumlanrig.com
 

Bowhill Estate, Scottish Borders

A Scottish Tourist Board five star attraction, the Borders home of the Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch mostly dates from 1812.  The pink sandstone castle houses an impressive art collection and exquisite furniture and porcelain. The Monmouth Room contains many relics of the Duke of Monmouth.

 

Visit : www.bowhill.org
 

Dalkeith Country Estate, Edinburgh, Scotland

Five miles from Edinburgh city centre, Dalkeith Country Estate is a centre for a family day out with a rich history, fine architecture and well managed woodlands.  There is an adventure adventure playground and woodland walks.

 

Visit : www.dalkeithcountryestate.com
For press visits contact : Christine MacKenzie at christinemack@mediahouse.co.uk.

Golf in Utah

St. George, a city in the south of Utah in south west USA, offers a wide choice of golf courses set against red rock scenery within 40 minutes of downtown.

Conveniently located just 90 minutes northeast of Las Vegas, St. George Tourism and Convention bureau offers the Red Rock Golf Trail experience, a free service through which visitors can book green fees with accommodation and enjoy some of the best golf at the most competitive prices in south west USA.

Courses include :

· Sunbrook, a 27 hole championship course and the jewel in the crown of this region

· Sun River on the Virgin River (Par 72 course)

· Coral Canyon, designed by Keith Foster

· 18 hole championship courses Sand Hollow and Kokopelli, and 

· Sky Mountain – a 18 hole course near Zion National Park.  

Visit : www.redrockgolftrail.com and www.goutah.com. Contact :   Caroline Corfield-Rose at Caroline@corecommunications.co.uk. 

Loudonville, Ohio

Loudonville, Ohio, which is located off I-71, midway between Cleveland and Columbus has six canoe liveries, and has been designated as the state's official canoe capital.

Much of this takes place on the Mohican River, a slow, lazy Class I river where trips can last from 45 minutes to 2 days or longer.  

Visitors can enjoy a scenic river trip on canoes, kayaks, rafts, and tubes.  Canoe season starts in April running through October. 

Mohican State Park and Forest

The Mohican State Park and Forest has 6,000 acres of rugged woodlands with bikers being able to use  45 miles of trails, with the most popular leading to the scenic Lyon Falls.  

There bare also horse and biking trails.

Visit : www.DiscoverMohican.com. Contact : Bob Yun at BobYun@DiscoverMohican.com. 

Indonesia beyond Bali...

With more than 17,000 islands spread across 5,000km, there's more to Indonesia than just Bali.

Southeast Asia tour operator Ampersand Travel offers options : 

Raja Ampat 

The Raja Ampat archipelago has over 1,500 small islands, cays and shoals surrounding the four main islands of Misool, Salawati, Batanta and Waigeo. 

The 15,000sq mile area considered to be one of the most bio-diverse regions in the world and is very popular with divers as 75 per cent of all known coral species exist here.

The Misool Eco Resort, a three-year-old resort housed on its own private island. 

 

Nihiwatu Resort, Sumba

This 10-room eco resort is located on Sumba, one of Indonesia’s most undiscovered islands. 

Tiger Blue 

Tiger Blue is a 34-metre-long historic Phinisi yacht that explores the Indonesian Archipelago from Komodo Islands to North West Papua. 

 

Borobudur in Central Java 

The Buddhist temple of Borobudur, was built in the second half of the 8th century AD.The UNESCO World Heritage site, is a three-tier structure and the largest Buddhist temple in the world.

The Amanjiwo hotel, which has views of Borobudur, is located in the midst of an aromatic coffee plantation and surrounded by mountains in all directions.

Amanwana, Moyo Island 

The remote island of Moyo is a nature and marine reserve 15km off the coast of Sumbawa (east of Bali), and only accessible by chartered Cessna.

Mount Bromo 

The volcanic Mount Bromo is located in the heart of Bromo Tengger Semeru National Park in east Java. Stay at the rustic-chic hotel of Tugu Malang in the colonial throwback town of Malang.

Yogyakarta

Known affectionately as ‘Jogja’ to the locals, the city of Yogyakarta is Java’s heritage centre set against a backdrop of mountains including Mount Merapi – the island’s most active volcano.

Visir : www.ampersandtravel.com. Contact Julia Perowne at ampersand@verypcc.com

Self-guided cycling in Europe

Self-guided cycling in Europe is a cheaper, less scripted way of cycle touring.

The tours tend to be for people who are comfortable with the basics of mechanics (i.e. flat tires, adjusting small things on the derailleur) and physically prepared for the 30-40 miles-daily rides.

Bike Rentals Plus offer tour itineraries that include 24-27-speed, luggage shuttles, hotels, and all breakfasts. Cyclists also receive a detailed "road book" with information about what to see, where to eat and suggestions for locating bike mechanics along the route. A bike safely sheet provides information on safety and road signs.

Visit : www.bikerentalsplus.com/self-guided. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

The Ayeyarwady River, Burma

The Road To Mandalay sails 682 nautical miles along the Ayeyarwady River, Burma on a series of 12-day ‘Gorges of the Far North’ cruises in August and September this year. 

The cruise departs from the storied city of Mandalay and travels up to Bhamo, near the Chinese border and the foothills of Yunnan, finishing at the  plain of temples at Bagan. 

The voyage is only possible post rainy season when the river is swollen and water levels are high enough to allow passage through the three gorges, flanked by vertical cliffs, in the north of the river. 

The Road To Mandalay, launched over 17 years ago, is the longest running and most established river cruiser operating on the Ayeyarwady.

Visit : www.roadtomandalay.net. Contact : Joanna Kersley at joanna.kersley@orient-express.com. 

Diamond Jubilee events in Scotland

Scotland will be hosting a range of events this summer to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 11.

Ballgowns with a Diamond Theme, Balmoral Castle, Ballater, Aberdeenshire 

To July 2012

Described by Queen Victoria as “my dear paradise in the Highlands”, an exhibition of the Queen’s very own ballgowns with a diamond theme will be displayed in the Castle Ballroom.

Visit : www.balmoralcastle.com
 

Treasures from The Queen’s Palaces, The Palace of Holyroodhouse, Edinburgh 

To 4 November 2012

An exhibition of treasures from the Royal Collection including paintings, drawings, miniatures, watercolours, manuscripts, furniture, sculpture, ceramics and jewellery. The first time that these items have been brought together, and will only be shown in Scotland.

Visit : www.royalcollection.org.uk
 

The Royal Yacht Britannia’s Jubilee Celebrations, Edinburgh

14 to 18 May 2012

Ninety of The Queen’s former Royal Yachtsmen, the “Yotties”, will return to Britannia for their annual reunion in a week of Jubilee celebrations. The focal point will be a ‘street party’ on the quayside. 

Visit : www.royalyachtbritannia.co.uk
 

The King’s New Clothes, Stirling Castle, Stirling

2 and 3 June 2012

Over the Diamond Jubilee weekend Stirling Castle will be celebrating just as the Royal Court would have done hundreds of years ago, with a series of presentations on Renassance style in Stirling Castle and recently restored Stirling Palace.

Visit : www.stirlingcastle.gov.uk. 

 

Leonardo drawings by Leonardo da Vinci: A Diamond Jubilee Celebration, The McManus: Dundee’s Art Gallery & Museum, Dundee

31 August to 4 November 2012

The McManus will be the only venue in Scotland to display ten of Leonardo da Vinci’s finest drawings from the Royal Collection during their tour of five venues across the UK. 

Visit : www.mcmanus.co.uk
 

The Queen: 60 Photographs for 60 Years, Palace of Holyrood House, Edinburgh 

November 2012 onwards

A collection of 60 images of official appearances and relaxed family occasions from the past six decades.

Visit : www.royalcollection.org.uk 
 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com. Contact : Ruth Christie at ruth.christie@visitscotland.com. 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Fundo Hotel and Spa, Peru

Access to Peru’s 5,000 year old Sacred City of Caral will be made easier when the Empedrada Fundo Hotel and Spa opens at the  World Heritage Site on 24 June 2012.

 

With 22 rooms and a restaurant for up to 100 guests, the Empedrada Fundo provides much needed accommodation for visitors to this complex of monuments, which is the oldest centre of civilization in all the Americas.

The area is located  200km from Lima’s Jorge Chávez International Airport.

Visit: www.hotelempedrada.com. Contact: Jose Massa at jose.massa@panorama-peru.co.uk.

Pennsylvania Castle, Dorset UK

 

Pennsylvania Castle - The Penn as it is known – was built by John Penn, grandson of William Penn who founded the US state and once played host to King George III as he celebrated a wedding anniversary in the castle in 1800. 

The Penn has  nine bedrooms, lounge, library and orangery all with sea views.

Nearby, there is stunning coastline and historic landmarks and a range of local restaurants serving freshly caught sea food.  

The Penn is available for long or short stays including weekends.  

Visit : www.thepenn.co.uk. Contact : Katie Murphy at katie@fosburypr.com.

Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa

The Park Hyatt Maldives , which opened  in the Gaafu Alifu Atoll in April 2011, has launched the Hyatt Thrive project, which enables employees to contribute to their communities despite living away from home.

The nearby Gemanafushi and Dhaandhoo islands are the first communities to take part in kick-off projects. 

Currently more than 55% of the resort’s employees are Maldivian and despite most coming from the nearby islands, the remote location of Hadahaa means nearly all staff live on the island. 

Located in the second largest natural atoll in the world, the resort hotel is located 400 kilometres south of Male, and is good for those wanting to explore the  coral reef, which rings the island. 

Visit : www.maldives.hadahaa.park.hyatt.com. Contact Lizzie Morrison at parkhyatt@verypcc.com.

Hyatt Hotels of San Francisco

Hyatt Hotels of San Francisco are teaming up with the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) to launched the “Explore San Francisco” package.

This features accommodations at any one of Hyatt’s four San Francisco hotels along with two SFMTA passports, which provides unlimited daily use on any one or all of San Francisco’s public transportation vehicles, including the cable cars, historic streetcars, busses and trolleys.

Those booking the “Explore San Francisco” package will also receive the Hyatt Passport, which offers 15% discounts on food and beverage purchases at any one of the hotels’ restaurant (excludes alcohol) as well as $5.00 discounts from some of the city’s most popular attractions.

Participating hotels include:

 

· Hyatt Regency San Francisco (at Embarcadero Center) : www.sanfranciscoregency.hyatt.com 

· Hyatt at Fisherman’s Wharf : www.fishermanswharf.hyatt.com 

· Grand Hyatt San Francisco (Union Square) : www.grandsanfrancisco.hyatt.com 

· Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport-Burlingame : www.sanfranciscoairport.hyatt.com. 

Contact : Molly Blaisdell at mollyb22@gmail.com.

The Thani Maldives

The  new, five-star, Thani Maldives has the largest swimming pool in the Maldives and a bespoke spa up in it's coconut grove. The resort is located in the country’s first UNESCO Biosphere Reserve.

Visit : www.dusitimagebank.dusit.com. For press visits contact: Amy Scott at amy@axistravelmarketing.com.

Hotel Shine, Tbilisi, Georgia

The Hotel Shine is situated the west part of  Tbilisi, near the Embassy of the United States, and 25 minutes  by car from the Airport.

There are seven floors and 36 comfortable rooms, restaurant, summery terrace and lounge bar and conference hall for 150 people.

 

Visit : ww.hotelshine.ge. Contact : Nino Danelia at marketing@hotelshine.ge.

The  Marti Istanbul, Turkey

The Marti Istanbul will open in the heart of Taksim, Istanbul in Summer 2012. 

The contemporary design hotel has been created by the award-winning interior designer Zeynep Fadillioglu, most celebrated for being the first woman in Turkey to design and build a mosque, the Sakirin Mosque.

 

Taksim is the shopping, cultural and commercial district of Istanbul and the hotel is surrounded by theatres and restaurants.

Visit : www.martiistanbulhotel.com. Contact : Claire Griffin at Claire@grifcopr.com.
Section two : ongoing opportunities
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego will consider press review visits by Alliance members. Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. Contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers. It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 
· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade. Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide. Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.
Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. Contact : Graham Toone at Graham.Toone@city-sightseeing.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 114 : mid-April 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member (journalist)/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Independence Missouri

Independence Missouri is happy to work with Alliance members on assignment and will consider lodging, food and admission to attractions  and will create customized itineraries. 

Some reasons to visit Independence include :

The 2011 Reader's Survey by Travel and Leisure magazine scored Kansas City as the most affordable getaway out of 35 major cities in America. 

The drive from the historic Independence Square to downtown Kansas City is about fifteen minutes.

The USA's 33rd president, Harry Truman, has his presidential library in Independence.

Visit : www.trumanlibrary.org.

Independence, was the site of two Civil War battles and is home to the 1859 Jail and Marshal's Home Museum, which features items on notorious outlaws like  William Clark Quantrill, Frank James and other members of Jesse's gang. 

Visit : www.jchs.org/jail/museum.html. 
Leila's Hair Museum, has over 400 framed hair "wreaths" and over 2,500 pieces of art and jewelry made from human hair.

There is hair of those including Abe Lincoln, Marilyn Monroe and Elvis. 

Visitors can play golf on a course that sits over an active mine? Miners set off blasts each day about 3 p.m. at the Winterstone golf course, referred to by golfers as "thunder time.

Visit : www.visitindependence.com. Contact : Janeen Aggen at janeena@sbcglobal.net. 

Polo in Argentina

Guapa Polo offers personalised polo lessons in the Argentine countryside with a professional polo player. 

The full day out takes place on a beautiful, working estancia (ranch), only 50 minutes from Buenos Aires. 

Transfers from the capital are included, as is a traditional Argentine barbecue (vegetarians also catered for). 

Guapa Polo would love to hear from journalists who are able to obtain a commission. 

Visit: www.guapapolo.com.ar Contact: clemmy@guapapolo.com.ar

The AllWays traveller bulletin 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is now producing its monthly AllWays traveller bulletin.

AllWays traveller has been launched to provide independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance.

Visit : www.allwaystraveller.com.  

To download the April issue of the bulletin click : 

http://www.allwaystraveller.com/bulletin_AM/2%20April%202012.pdf



If you would like to include items in future issues of the AllWays traveller bulletin or would like to submit features for the AllWays online section of the website email : Ashley@itwalliance.com. 
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Adelboden, Switzerland

Experience for yourself the fascination of a traditional  chalet village and its welcoming, family-friendly atmosphere. 

All along the central Dorfstrasse you will find a wide  range of shops and a variety of bars and restaurants. 

Adelboden is easy to reach by public or private transport and only one hour away from the well-connected regional airport at Bern-Belp.

Spectacular winter setting! 72 modern mountain transport installations serve a piste network covering 210 km (130 miles), which is one of the largest and most attractive ski centres in Switzerland: Adelboden–Lenk.

In summer or in autumn, there are so many ways to spend your leisure time in the Region Adelboden-Frutigen. Enjoy the unique, natural and cultural alpine world on a network of footpaths, hiking trails and mountain routes covering 300 km and by bicycle or mountain bike (70 km network).

A very warm welcome to Adelboden, the most beautiful valley end in the world!

Visit : www.adelboden.ch. Contact : Adrian Roesti at a.roesti@adelboden.ch. 

Failte Ireland

Failte Ireland is the national tourism Development Authority for Ireland


Visit : www.visitdublin.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

The Tourism Society (UK)

The Tourism Society is the professional membership body for people working in the tourism and travel industry, whether directly or indirectly, in the UK and overseas. 

Existing members represent tour operators, hotel chains, PR, marketing and representation companies, tourist attractions, national, regional and local tourist boards, restaurants, trade media, charities, consultants, academics, students and educational establishments, among others.

The Tourism Management Institute (TMI) and Tourism Consultants Network are professional sections within the Society.

The Society organises 20+ events throughout the year and publishes a quarterly journal examining a wide range of topics relevant to the industry as a whole.

Visit : www.visitdublin.com. Gregory Yeoman at gregory@tourismsociety.org.

Dominican Republic

The Dominican Republic features a stunning array of sandy beaches, dazzling green landscapes, mountains studded with waterfalls, exotic cuisine and a remarkable variety of arts and entertainment options that attract international travellers, sport stars and celebrities alike. 

The destination offers something for everyone and can fulfil the holiday dreams of those seeking sophisticated luxury, eco-adventure, arts and culture or simple lazy days on white sandy beaches.  Year-round sports, effervescent nightlife, distinctive shopping, relaxing resorts, designer golf courses and magnificent national parks make for a fun-filled holiday to-do list.

Visit : www.godominicanrepublic.com. Contact : Esther Smith at pr.uk@godominicanrepublic.com.

Ripley’s Believe It or Not! London

With more than 700 amazing artefacts on display over five floors, the attraction celebrates the weird, wonderful and bizarre in all its forms. 

With everything you can imagine (and plenty more you can’t), Ripley’s Believe It or Not! London is a family day 


Visit : www.ripleyslondon.com. Contact : Alka Chandolia at sabah.khan@sirencomms.com.

The RAF Waddington International Airshow (UK)

The RAF Waddington International Airshow is the largest RAF Airshow in the country, held over the first weekend in July and regularly attracting over 140,000 visitors. 

Situated 3 miles south of the historic city of Lincoln this family friendly bonanza is 


Visit : www.waddingtonairshow.co.uk. Contact : Danny Mellor at dmellor@waddingtonairshow.co.uk.

Le Logis du Paradis (France)

Le Logis du Paradis a lovely old complex of buildings from 1712, including its former Cognac distillery, is built around a large, enclosed, classic Charentais courtyard. It is near a small river and in the midst of the vines of the Grande Champagne Cognac


Visit : www.logisduparadis.com. Contact : Nicholas Brimblecombe at nick@gtcharente.com. 


The Puglia Travel Experts (Italy)

The Puglia Travel Experts - Active and Cultural Travel in Southern Italy. The region of Puglia on the heel of the boot. Guided & self guided cycling, culinary and wine tours. Immerse yourself in genuine Italy.


Visit : www.southernvisionstravel.com. Contact : Leigh Vincola at leigh.vincola@southernvisionstravel.com. 


Harrison Maxwell (UK)

Harrison Maxwell is a UK based inbound concierge for U.S. and Canadian market travelling anywhere within western Europe.


Contact : Simon
Maxwell at simon@harrisonmaxwell.com. Visit : www.harrisonmaxwell.com. 

Agencies

The Limtiaco Company (USA)

Dynamic, results driven communications consultants with its headquarters in Honolulu, HI and a satellite office in Naples, FL.


Visit : www.TheLimtiacoCompany.com. Contact : Elizabeth Fitzgerald at fitzgerea@earthlink.net.

Purple

Purple is a leading PR agency with an international reputation for its luxury fashion, beauty, lifestyle, music and events clientele

Visit : www.purplepr.com. Contact : Nadia Kassas at nadia@purplepr.com. 
	News


The Madeira Film Festival

Madeira will host its first film festival at the Reid’s Palace hotel, from 2 to 6 May.

The Madeira Film Festival will showcase feature, short and documentary films by directors from around the world. Reid’s Palace has hosted some of the biggest names from the silver screen, and provided a home to John Huston and Gregory Peck during the filming of Moby Dick.

Visit :  www.madeirafilmfestival.com and www.reidspalace.com.Contact : Emily Wilson at emily.wilson@orient-express.com. 

Discovery Centre Museum in Rockford, Illinois

Forbes (a leading source of analysis on travel) has rated DiscoveryCentreMuseum in Rockford, Illinois as one of the top 12 Best Children’s Museums in the USA.

Visit www.gorockford.com and www.discoverycentermuseum.org. Contact : Fiona at Fiona@cellet.co.uk.
Rabbie’s photographic tours of Scotland

Rabbie’s Small Group Tours is launching a west coast of Scotland tour for photographers to coincide with Visit Scotland’s Year of the Creative 2012

The  tour for photographers of all abilities to experience some of Scotland’s most spectacular scenic highlights. All trips are restricted to 16 guests.

Visit : www.rabbies.com. Contact : Fazia Amjid at Faiza.amjid@freshwater-uk.com. 

Sea World Orlando

SeaWorld Parks and Entertainment announced an opening date of 27 April for TurtleTrek at SeaWorld Orlando. 

TurtleTrek, a 3-D/360-degree film, will open at Sea World, Orlando in April. It is the first of three all-new attractions by SeaWorld Parks and Entertainment opening over the next two years in Orlando. 

Visit : seaworldorlando.com. Contact : lucy@cubo.com. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

EUROPA-PARK

EUROPA-PARK, the seasonal theme park is SouthWest Germany opens for the 2012 season on 31 March.

Germany’s biggest theme park, located in the the tri-border region of Germany, France and Switzerland, offers guests more than 100 attractions and international shows in 13 European themed areas, over 90 hectares until 4 November.

The park also has Llive shows and five themed hotels.New for 2012 is a WODAN - Timburcoaster, a wooden roller coaster and Bell Rock, a 4-star Superior hotel.

Visit : www.europapark.com. Contact : Isabel Bohny at isabel.bohny@europapark.de. 
Seatplans.com

Seatplans.com offers helpful advice on all classes of air travel with accurate seat plans, comprehensive seat statistics, reader and editorial flight reviews and independent news. 

Whether you want to find the best place to sit on your next flight or review the experience for others to read, Seatplans.com is your go to air travel resource: www.seatplans.com



Visit : www.seatplans.com. Contact : Scott Carey at scarey101@panaceapublishing.com. 
Live From Jodrell Bank, Cheshire UK

The Live From Jodrell Bank series sees artists performing in front of the giant Lovell Telescope.

 

Throughout each day leading up to the evening concerts, attendees can participate in a range of hands-on experiments and workshops on site at Jodrell Bank. 

This year the Science Arena at Live from Jodrell Bank offers full access to the Discovery centre included in every ticket.

 

The giant Lovell Telescope at Jodrell Bank is an  internationally knownlandmark for astronomers, which has been exploring the depths of outer space for over 50 years.

It remains one of the biggest and most powerful radio telescopes in the world.

Visit : www.livefromjodrellbank.com. Contact : Georgia at georgia@thezeitgeistagency.com. 

The Master Paintings Week, London

The fourth Master Paintings Week takes place from 29 June to 6 July 2012 and is one of the key events in London’s Summer season.

This collaboration between twenty-three leading dealers and three auction houses offers a wide selection of European paintings dating from the 15th to the 20th centuries.

Visit : www.masterpaintingsweek.co.uk. Contact :  Annie Roper at annie@suebond.co.uk. 

Puglia, Italy

Puglia comprises the very heel of the 'boot' of Italy, being a long thin region that spans two seas, the Adriatic and the Ionian.

The area specialises in fresh seafood, with a still thriving fishing tradition, and is the home of orecchiette pasta, Primitivo with recipes passed down from generation to generation.

There are also 50 million olive trees in the region making it the largest supplier of olive oil in the world.

Southern Visions Travel  provides vacations to this region of "undiscovered Italy.

Visit : www.southernvisionstravel.com. Contact : Leigh Vincola at leigh.vincola@southernvisionstravel.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Events in Holland

City2Cities International Literature Festival

21-29 April 2012

City2Cities is a new literary event connecting the city of Utrecht with two other literary cities in Europe.This year those cities will be Prague and Barcelona.

Visit : www.city2cities.nl
 

Festival aan de Werf, Utrecht

17-26 May

Festival aan de Werf is an annual festival of  installations, theatre, dance and music performances.

Visit : www.festivalaandewerf.nl/english.php.

Dunya Festival, Rotterdam

27 May 2012

An annual world performing arts festival in Rotterdam with more than fifty performances presented on five stages in the Euromast Park. Visit : www.dunya.nl.

Vlaggetjesdag (Celebrating the new herring season)

9 June 2012

Herring from the North Sea were first sole on the Dutch markets in the 17th century and the new herring season has been celebrated ever since.Visit : www.denhaag.nl
Open Garden Day Utrecht

30 June 2012 

Around 40 gardens of museums, institutions and Utrecht residents will be open to the public. Visit : www.opentuinendagutrecht.nl
 

North Sea Jazz

6 to 8 July

North Sea Jazz enjoys an international reputation for staging many jazz genres from traditional New Orleans jazz, swing, bop, free jazz, fusion, avant-garde jazz; to blues, gospel, funk, soul, R&B, hip hop, world beat and Latin. Visit : www.northseajazz.com
 
Amsterdam Fashion Week

11 to 15 July 2012 

The summer edition of the Amsterdam International Fashion Week takes over the streets of Amsterdam. Visit : www.amsterdamfashionweek.com.

Canal Festival, Amsterdam

10 to 19 August 2012

An annual classical music event featuring performances in locations throughout central Amsterdam. 

Visit : www.amsterdamfestivals.com.

Gaudeamus Musical Week

2 to 9 September 2012 

The Gaudeamus Musical Week is an international festival for young composers and new music. Visit : www.muziekweek.nl
 

World Port Days, Rotterdam

7to 9 September 2012 

The World Port Days is an opportunity for visitors to get a glimpse behind the scenes of the largest port of Europe. Visit : www.wereldhavendagen.nl.

 

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com. 

Spring food events in Scotland

Paisley Beer Festival

25 to 28 April

This four-day festival is the biggest real ale festival in Scotland and attracts thousands of people keen to sample over 130 real cask conditioned ales and foreign and foreign beers.

Visit : www.paisleybeerfestival.org.uk.

Spirit of Speyside Whisky Festival

3 to 7 May 2012

A major  whisky festival with over 200 events. Speyside invites whisky lovers and devotees to come and discover the passion behind Scotland’s whiskies.  

Visit : www.spiritofspeyside.com.

Feis Ile, the Islay Festival of Malt and Music

25 May to 3 June 2012

Fees Ile, the Islay Festival of Malt and Music, was founded to celebrate the heritage and culture of Isle of Islay. 

Since 2000 Feis Ile has run in conjunction with the distilleries of Islay and Jura and Port Ellen Maltings. Each distillery has its own open day, putting on special events. Musical talent is also showcased at the ceilidhs..

Visit : www.theislayfestival.co.uk.

The Royal Highland Show

The Highland Showgrounds, Edinburgh

21 to 24 June 2012

The Royal Highland Show is a celebration of Scottish farming, food and rural life. Over 100 Scottish food and drink exhibitors will attend alongside gourmet suppliers from across the UK.  

Visit : wroyalhighlandshow.org. 

www.visitscotland.com/surprise. Contact : Glenda Reid at Glenda.Reid@visitscotland.com.

The St. Kitts Music Festival 

28 to 30 June 2012

The 16th Annual St. Kitts Music Festival, which is held at the Warner Park Stadium in Basseterre, features a wide range of musical styles.

Visit : www.stkittsmusicfestival.com and www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact : Deirdre Cumberbatch at deirdre@talktoriver.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Volcanoes Safaris, Uganda

 

Volcanoes Safaris are the only properties in Uganda and Rwanda to be sold on an all inclusive basis including all meals, soft and alcoholic drinks, complimentary massage and any activities guests may wish to indulge in whilst at the lodge. 

Situated on the edge of the Kyambura Gorge and Queen Elizabeth National Park, Volcanoes’ new Kyambura Gorge Lodge, has views over the Gorge and the lush savannah of the park, with the peaks of the Rwenzori Mountains in the distance.

The main lodge building was originally a coffee store and processing plant, surrounded by coffee plantations. 

From the Lodge guests can experience chimp tracking in the Kyambura Gorge or Kalinzu forest and take a game drive on the plains of Queen Elizabeth to spot lions, elephant, antelope, buffalo and some of the 600 birds species that live in this national park.

Visit : www.volcanoessafaris.com. Contact : Puja Khanna at pujak@me.com. 

A Northwest Passage Cruise 

The Northwest Passage, which links the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, aboard the Akademik Ioffe provides travellers with a wide variety of wildlife during a voyage through the Canadian High Arctic.

Travelling along one of the most legendary shipping routes in the world also provides a opportunity to follow in the footsteps of a host of polar explorers, including the ill-fated Sir John Franklin and Roald Amundsen, the first to successfully traverse the Northwest Passage..

The 14-night trip, which travels between Kangerlussuaq in Greenland and Coppermine in Canada, includes the sight of steep-sided fjords and tabular icebergs; the chance to visit remote Inuit communities and meet traditional Greenlandic kayakers; and the opportunity to participate in hiking, kayaking, photographic and birding expeditions in the company of expert guides.

Visit www.oneoceanexpeditions.com. Contact : Debra Taylor at debra@toucanmoon.com.

Botanical San Francisco

Conservatory of Flowers

The oldest structure in San Francisco's Golden Gate Park and the oldest wooden framed conservatory in the nation is a  museum of living plants, and known for its extensive collection of orchids. Visit www.conservatoryofflowers.org.

San Francisco Botanical Garden
The San Francisco Botanical Garden which covers 55 acres and includes more than 8,000 varieties of plants from around the world.Visit www.sfbotanicalgarden.org.

San Francisco Flower Market
Located onnSixth Street between Brannan and Bryant Streets, this is the "best flower market in the country,” according to “Martha Stewart Living.”  Visit : www.sfflmart.com.

Grace Marchant Garden

Tumbling  down the eastern slope of Telegraph Hill, the Grace Marchant Garden (off Filbert Street) is one of the most beautiful spots in the city. 

Grace embarked on her labor of love when she was 63 and groomed this hillside retreat for 33 years. Offering views of the bay, the two-acre plot is cared for by a cadre of neighbors and volunteers. 

 

Yerba Buena Gardens

Located in the heart of San Francisco, Yerba Buena Gardens is the site of several gardens including the "butterfly garden" in the northeast corner; the Sister Cities Garden, home to a diverse collection of flowering plants from San Francisco's 13 sister cities, and a secluded rooftop garden above Moscone South at Howard and Third streets.

 

Visit : www.yerbabuenagardens.com
San Francisco Community Gardens

Almost 40 community gardens throughout San Francisco are supported and managed by the Recreation and Park Department. 

Visit : www.parks.sfgov.org/site.

 

Golden Gate National Recreation Area

Beginning where the Pacific Ocean meets San Francisco Bay, the Golden Gate National Recreation Area has grown to more than 75,000 acres since it was established in 1972. 

Visit www.nps.gov/goga.

 

Alcatraz Historic Gardens Project

In 2003 the Garden Conservancy and the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy formed a partnership with the National Park Service to restore and maintain key gardens on Alcatraz. 

Through the Alcatraz Historic Gardens Project, partner organisations preserve, rebuild, and maintain the gardens created by those who lived on the island during its military and prison eras. The San Francisco Travel Association is the official tourism marketing organization for the City and County of San Francisco.

Visit : www.sanfrancisco.travel. Contact : Alexandra Cave at ACave@sanfrancisco.travel.

The National Theatre, UK 

Between 2 June and 9 September 2012, the National will stage NATIONAL THEATRE INSIDE OUT, supported by American Express, whereby activities normally conducted inside the Theatre will spill out onto the terraces and squares.

Over the next three years, the National Theatre will offer audiences in the UK and worldwide unprecedented access to its work. Through youth participation, touring, transfer, overseas productions and broadcast, the theatre  expect its annual audience to exceed three million by 2014. 
Among its theatrical initiatives a second tour of One Man, Two Guvnors will visit England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland in autumn 2012 and War Horse will embark on a nine-month tour of UK cities in autumn 2013.  
In addition, Connections will commission 30 new plays for 600 youth theatres nationwide over the next three years.  
Visit : www.nationaltheatre.org.uk. Contact: Lucinda Morrison at lmorrison@nationaltheatre.org.uk
Flanders, Belgium

Westvleteren 12 Belgian  beer

Westvleteren has been voted winner in the RateBeer Awards 2012. 

Westvleteren is a trappist beer brewed by the monks of the Sint-Sixtus abbey of Westvleteren, Flanders. The Ratebeer Awards is the largest annual beer competition worldwide in which 140.000 beers are rated by 12.000 brewers worldwide. 

Visit : www.ratebeer.com. 

The Cook and Book bookshop, Brussels 

The Cook and Book bookshop in Brussels has been selected by American cultural website Flavorpill as one of the world’s most beautiful bookstores in the world. 

Visit : www.cookandbook.be.

 

The In Flanders Fields Museum, Ypres
 

The In Flanders Fields Museum reopens on 11 June 2012 following a major renovation and re-vamp of its home at Cloth Hall.

The museum, which tells of the everyday lives of  soldiers during the 'Great War', will be at least 50% bigger with a new WW1 Knowledge centre.

Visit : www.inflandersfields.be.

Forthcoming Contempory Art festivals and Exhibitions

 

Brussels Museum on Eroticism and Mythology

 

The new Brussels Museum on Eroticism and Mythology has openedbinnthe Sablon area of thevcity.

The museum comprises a private collection of paintings, sculptures, Greco-roman antiquities, ivories, Japanese prints covering the history of erotic art.

 

Ypres Cat Parade

13 May 2012

 

In 962, the then Count of Flanders, Baldwin III, ordered his citizens to throw their cats from the castle tower. 

Cats were a sign of paganism and therefore in conflict with Christianity. In modern times, the tradition in Ypres has resumed albeit with soft toy cats and sweets as the ammunition!  

The Cat parade is now a colourful triennial spectacle with music and dance as just part of the celebration which performs with nearly 2,000 extras and a large number of floats and giant characters parading in a huge spectacle. 

Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk. 

Palm Springs, California

Hotels

The Saguaro Palm Springs 

Opened in February 2012, The Saguaro Palm Springs is the second in a collection of Saguaro hotels managed by Joie de Vivre Hotels.

The three-story structure, originally constructed in 1965, features the Tinto restaurant run by celebrity chef Jose Garces.

Visit : www.thesaguaro.com. 

La Maison 

Located in the heart of Palm Springs, the new La Maison is a Mediterranean style boutique hotel.

Visit : www.lamaisonpalmsprings.com. 

Bearfoot Inn

The Bearfoot Inn, which is is a gay men’s resort that opens this spring, is located in Movie Colony, in the palm Springs Uptown Design District. Visit : www.bearfootinn.com
Attractions 

 

Sunnylands  

Sunnylands, the winter home of Ambassador Walter and Leonore Annenberg, occupies more than 200 acres in Rancho Mirage.

Designed by architect A. Quincy Jones, one of the pioneers of mid-century modern architecture, the 25,000 square-foot mid-century modern house has hosted six U.S. Presidents, International political figures and British royalty.

Visit : www.sunnylands.org. 

 

Desert Adventures’ Indian Canyons Jeep Eco-Tour 

This is a  three-hour guided jeep and walking tour of the ancient Indian Canyons, that offers guests the chance to learn about the geology, flora and fauna of the canyons, along with the history and legends of the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. 

Visit : www.red-jeep.com. 

Big Wheel Tours’ Wildlands Preserves Nature Tour 

This new, four-hour Wildlands Preserves Nature Tour explores three diverse nature preserves of the Colorado and Mojave deserts. 

Visit : www.bwbtours.com. 

Palm Springs Desert Resorts Restaurant Week

Dates: June 1-10, 2012

Palm Springs Restaurant Week highlights the valley from Palm Springs to Indio as a premiere dining destination with three-course, prix fix menus from over 100 unique locations.

 

Visit : www.palmspringsrestaurantweek.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

London hotels

The Wellesley, Knightsbridge

The Wellesley opens in November 2012 with a contemporary and 1920s style design enhancing the building's Art Deco history.

Visit : www.thewellesley.co.uk. 

Ten Manchester Street

Ten Manchester Street has 45 bedrooms, some of which include heated 'garden' terraces. 

www.tenmanchesterstreethotel.com 
The Landmark

This five star hotel is One of the last railway hotels, and located opposite Marleybone station.

Visit : www.landmarklondon.co.uk 
Bermondsey Square Hotel

The Bermondsey Square Hotel has announced a collaboration with MasterChef presenter Gregg Wallace to open Gregg's Table restaurant and bar across the ground floor.

Visit : www.bermondseysquarehotel.co.uk 
Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk. 
ITC Grand Chola, India

The  ITC Grand Chola in set to open in Chennai in April 2012. 

This 600-room, 10-storey property is set in the southern state of Tamil Nadu on the Coromandel coast and named for the Chola Empire, which reigned over most of south India from the 9th-13th century. 

Visit : www.itchotels.in/ITCGrandChola. Contact : Alicia at ad@verypcc.com.

The Attwater, Rhode Island

The Attwater, a boutique hotel under the Lark Hotels Umbrella, will open in Newport, Rhode Island on 1 June 2012. The Attwater is located within walking distance of Newport’s beaches, prime shopping and dining areas, as well as the destination’s famed Cliff Walk and mansion district.

Currently under a full-scale renovation, The Attwater, built in 1910, will feature 12 guest rooms. Lark Hotels has hotels in Kennebunkport, ME; Nantucket, MA and Newport, RI.

Visit : www.theattwater.com and www.larkhotels.com. Contact : rebecca@widnesspr.com. 

Château Les Carrasses, Languedoc, South of France
The Château Les Carrasses, in the Languedoc, South of France, is a 19th century Château and vineyard estate.Guests can enjoy wine tastings hosted by local winemakers, tours of nearby fishing villages, medieval castles and antique markets. The canal-side village of Capestang is a kilometre away.

Visit www.lescarrasses.com. contact : Vicky Hayes at chateaulescarrasses@brightergroup.com. 

Sheraton Lake Buena Vista Resort, Orlando

The Sheraton Lake Buena Vista Resort has completed a $25-million renovation with redesigned pool areas, guestrooms, dining options and meeting wrapped around the new 27 Palms Pool Club.

Visit : www.sheratonlakebuenavistaresort.comp. Contact : Autumn Barnes Mayfield at amayfield@mayfieldpr.com. 

New Hyatt hotels

Hyatt French Quarter, New Orleans 

The Chateau Bourbon Hotel will be renamed the Hyatt French Quarter and reopened in mid-2012.

Built in 1849 as the D. H. Holmes department store and converted to a hotel in 1995,  Hyatt French Quarter is located at the intersection of Bourbon Street and Canal Street.

Andaz Amsterdam, The Netherlands

 

The Andaz Amsterdam will be located on the site of the former Public Library on Amsterdam’s Prinsengracht and within close walking distance from the city’s major attractions. 

Hyatt Regency Vladivostok, Golden Horn, Russia

Hyatt Regency Vladivostok, Golden Horn is located at the Korabelnaya Embankment in the city’s central business district.

 

Hyatt Regency Qingdao, China

 

The hotel will open  in one of China’s most historically colorful cities, on the western section of the Old Stoneman Beach in the Laoshan District. 

Hyatt Santa Barbara, California

Hyatt Santa Barbara, which opened in July 2011) was built in 1931.This historic Santa Barbara hotel is detailed with a fusion of Spanish Colonial architecture blended with modern conveniences.

Hyatt Regency Dar Es Salaam, The Kilimanjaro, Tanzania, East Africa

 

Located in East Africa, just south of the equator along the Indian Ocean, Hyatt Regency Dar Es Salaam, The Kilimanjaro is located the heart of the city, the largest in Tanzania.

 

Visit www.hyatt.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at lucia@grifcopr.com. 

A place to stay in Spain

Hotel Alfonso XIII, Sevile

The Hotel Alfonso XIII will re-open in March after extensive redevelopment.

The renowned Neo Moorish Palace was first commissioned by King Alfonso XIII to house patrons of the Ibero-American Congress in 1929.

Visit : www.hotel-alfonsoxiii-seville.com.

 

Caro Hotel Palacio Marqués de Caro, Valencia

Located in the heart of Valencia’s Old Town, the new five star Caro Hotel Palacio Marqués de Caro has over 2000 years of history, with original features such as the stone wall facades featuring a Valentia Edetanorum mosaic dating back to II BC.

Visit : www.carohotel.com
 

Rusticae Hotels

Rusticae has added 12 Spanish properties to their portfolio inclusing :

· AF Pesquera (Valladolid)

· Altair (Santiago)

· Amada Carlota (Asturias)

· Can Cuch (Barcelona)

· Caro Hotel (Valencia)

· Calle Mayor (La Rioja)

· Fontsana Hotel Therman (Mallorca)

· Palacio Carrascalino (Salamanca)

· Palacio de Samaniego (Álava)

· Primero Primera (Barcelona)

· Moure (Santiago), and

· Villa Clementina (Navarra).

Visit : www.rusticae.es.

Sheraton Madrid Mirasierra Hotel & Spa, Madrid

The Sheraton Madrid Mirasierra Hotel & Spa is set to open this spring following the conversion and adaptation of the exisiting Mirasierra Suites Hotel. The five star property is located in Mirasierra, a residential area in the North of Madrid, close by to the financial district and the Convention Centre.

Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com/sheraton/index.html. 

 

Europe’s largest camping ground opens in Alicante

The Marjal Costa Blanca Eco Camping Resort, which is located on Alicante’s southern coast close to the  Parque Natural de El Hondo and 15km from the beach.

Visit : www.marjalcostablanca.com/en/eco-camping-resort/
 

Visit www.spain.info. Contact : Kate McWilliams at Kate@lotus-uk.co.uk. 
The Gaya Island Resort, Borneo

The Gaya Island Resort in Borneo opens on the 1st July 2012.

The resort is located  off the coast of Kota Kinabalu and set on the shores of Pulau Gaya, the largest island in the Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park.

Gaya Island Resort offers a base from which to discover Borneo with its beaches, diving sites and untouched tropical rainforests, which are hoke to many rare species, including the orangutan, the proboscis monkey and the pygmy elephant.

YTL Hotels owns and manages a collection of resorts, hotels and spas including Pangkor Laut Resort, voted the world’s best resort in 2003. 

The group also has hotels in Saint-Tropez, Niseko Village, Shanghai and Borneo in 2012, in addition to its portfolio in Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and the UK. 

Visit : www.ytlhotels.com. Alliance members wishing to make arrangements to experience a YTL Hotels property should contact Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com.

Sheraton Hotels

Starwood Hotels & Resorts will be opening 20 new hotels during 2012 with 12 of these in China, in locations including Huzhou, Changbaishan and Xiangshan. The other eight will  locations include a new flagship resort in Bali, Indonesia and its second resort in Huizhou.

 

Visit : www.sheraton.com. Contact : Sarah Whitham at Sarah.Whitham@starwoodhotels.com. 

The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba

Luxury hotel brand Ritz-Carlton will open its exclusive oceanfront resort on Aruba’s Palm Beach in October 2013. The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba will be the brands seventh property in the Caribbean.

Palm Beach, Aruba, was voted No2 in the annual ‘Top Beach Destinations In The World’ by TripAdvisor’s users.

Visit : www.aruba.com and www.ritzcarlton.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Lark Hotels, New England

Lark Hotels, an independent hospitality group that launched in 2012, has added the 11-room Chapman House, Nantucket, to its portfolio of coastal New England properties.

Situated in the heart of Nantucket, in a landmark structure built in 1717, Chapman House will open on 15 June 2012. It joins Veranda House, the groups sister property in the town, which is located in a structure built in 1684.

In addition it's two Nantucket properties, the Lark Hotels portfolio includes  Captain Fairfield Inn, in Kennebunkport ME and The Attwater in Newport, RI.

Visit www.larkhotels.com. Contact : Rebecca Widness at rebecca@widness-co-pr.com. 

The Daios Cove Luxury Resort and Villas, Crete

The Daios Cove Luxury Resort and Villas, Crete will reopen for the 2012 season on 17 April. 

Visit : www.daioscovecrete.com. Contact : Lucia Roberts at Lucia@grifcopr.com. 

Pennsylvania Castle, Dorset UK

 

Pennsylvania Castle - The Penn as it is known – was built by John Penn, grandson of William Penn who founded the US state and once played host to King George III as he celebrated a wedding anniversary in the castle in 1800. 

The Penn has  nine bedrooms, lounge, library and orangery all with sea views.

Nearby, there is stunning coastline and historic landmarks and a range of local restaurants serving freshly caught sea food.  

The Penn is available for long or short stays including weekends.  

Visit : www.thepenn.co.uk. Contact : Katie Murphy at katie@fosburypr.com. 

Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa

The Park Hyatt Maldives , which opened  in the Gaafu Alifu Atoll in April 2011, has launched the Hyatt Thrive project, which enables employees to contribute to their communities despite living away from home.

The nearby Gemanafushi and Dhaandhoo islands are the first communities to take part in kick-off projects. 

Currently more than 55% of the resort’s employees are Maldivian and despite most coming from the nearby islands, the remote location of Hadahaa means nearly all staff live on the island. 

Located in the second largest natural atoll in the world, the Park Hyatt Maldives Hadahaa is located  400 kilometres south of Male, and excellent for those wanting to explore the  coral reef, which rings the island. 

Visit : www.maldives.hadahaa.park.hyatt.com. Contact Lizzie Morrison at parkhyatt@verypcc.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 
· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis. UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Jan Klima at jan.klima@eliterent.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups. All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website. 

Visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20. 

Free tickets have to be issued by our local  operators whose telephone number is on the CitySightseeing website.
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. Contact : Graham Toone at Graham.Toone@city-sightseeing.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides.com  

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 115 : April 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

The Salzburg festivals
 
The Austrian city of Salzburg lives up to its reputation as one the world’s great festival cities with the summer long Salzburg Festival season offering over 4,000 music and theatre events.

Beyond the festival events themselves, the medieval streets and the squares of Salzburg’s historic city centre comes alive with visitors thronging the sidewalk cafes and restaurants to be entertained by all manner of buskers.

The Salzburg festivals


The Salzburg Whitsun Festival 
25 to 28 May 2012

Visit : www.salzburgfestival.at


The Salzburg Literature Festival 
30 May to 3 June 2012

Visit :  www.literaturfest-salzburg.at

sommerszene 

5 to 22 July 2012

Sommerszene, Salzburg's international dance and theatre festival, offers free performances of contemporary dance and theatre productions by young, international and elite performers. Visit : www.sommerszene.net
  
The Salzburg Festival 

20 July to 2 September 2012

The 2012 Salzburg Festival, itself, runs for six weeks instead of the previous five, and will see 232 opera, concert and theatre performances in 14 city venues, ranging from Mozart to modern and traditional to experimental.

The Festival opening on 20 and 21 July, 2012 is a street festival of performances, musical events and the chance to meet Festival stars and get behind the scenes views. Visit : www.salzburg.info 

The Salzburg Festival will be supported by a programme of performances, between 16 July and 25 August, 2012, by the Mozarteum University's International Summer Academy and the Salzburg International Summer Academy for the Visual Arts.

Visit : www.summeracademymozarteum.at and www.summeracademy.at


Visit : www.salzburg.info. To discuss press trips to Salzburg contact :

Gunda Bleckmann at Bleckmann@salzburg.info.

The Dublin pass

Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin

Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie. 

Australia's Gold Coast

Gold Coast Tourism is currently inviting travel journalist with a suitable commission to register their interest in independent media trips.

Australia's Gold Coast offers spectacular coastline, world-class surfing, subtropical rainforests and national parks.Other reasons to write about the Gold Coast includes :

· Gold Coast City, which is the most biologically-diverse city in Australia, with vegetation ranges from mountain rainforest to coastal wetlands

· 287 average days of sunshine annually

· 100,000 hectares of nature reserves and World Heritage sites. The Gold Coast is home to the largest subtropical rainforest remnant in the world and 260 kilometres of walking tracks 

· 323 species of bird 

· 11 wineries located on the newly created Gold Coast Food and Wine Trail. 

· 72kms of coastline with an average water temperature of 22 degrees

· 40 resort and championship golf courses 

· It is one hour’s drive to the Gold Coast from Brisbane

Australia's Gold Coast has two international airports served by 30 airlines worldwide.

Visit: www.VisitGoldCoast.com. Contact : Natalie Schofield at natalies@hillsbalfour.com. 

The Outdoor Writers Association of California Spring Conference

The Outdoor Writers Association of California (OWAC) is inviting Alliance members to join its Spring Conference in Morro Bay, California on 7 and 8 May 2012. 

The city’s tourism board has put together a list of activities that highlight Morro Bay’s outdoor attractions including sport fishing, horseback riding, kayaking, golfing and hiking. 

Participants are also being encouraged to arrive early and stay on after the conference with courtesy rates arranged at the conference hotel, the Inn at Morro Bay.The conference fee is a subsidised $160.00 fee per person.

Those who might like to join OWAC can pay a $35.00 annual membership fee and attend each conference for the reduced cost of $110.00.  

Visit : www.owac.org. Contact : Yvonne Graham at owac.director@gmail.com mentioning your membership of the Alliance.

Press trip to St Kitts

1 to 8 May 2012

Journalists interested in writing, tweeting or blogging about family holidays in St Kitts for respected media can request a place on the Kids ‘r’ VIPs press trip.

Kids ‘r’ VIPs is an all island programme that makes kids feel special and a solution for families travelling to St. Kitts and Nevis.

The initiative offers kids a chance to do something really different on holiday, whether it’s learning how to sail or to play cricket, explore the beautiful rainforests or do something adventurous such as zip-lining or accompanying the turtle night patrol.  
The programme is accompanied by a booklet which can be downloaded via the St. Kitts official website.

Alliance members interested in joining this press trip should outline your media outlet, including stats for online media and blogs. For printed publications, the tourist board is looking for a minimum one page article including fact box information and a guaranteed publication date within six weeks of the trip.
Visit : www.stkittstourism.kn. Contact Deirdre Cumberbatch at deirdre@talktoriver.com.

CitySightseeing Worldwide

CitySightseeing Worldwide is one of the world's leading, hop-on-hop-off, open top bus tour operators offering multi-lingual commentary or live guide.

Alliance members producing features an article a specific City Sightseeing tour destination can apply for a complimentary ticket or two.

Alliance members/family/friends can receive a 20% discount from all 100 City Sightseeing tours around the world by booking via its website.

All the ITWA member needs to do is visit www.city-sightseeing.com and click on the relevant tour page for details and using dedicated code ITWA20
Visit : www.city-sightseeing.com. Contact : Graham Toone at Graham.Toone@city-sightseeing.com. 

Events in Tahiti and her islands 

Tahiti is the largest island in the Windward group of French Polynesia in the southern Pacific Ocean.
Tahiti Tourisme will be interested in hearing from Alliance members, with confirmed commissions, who might be interested in covering any of the following annual events :
FIFO Tahiti

February 

This is the international Oceanian Documentary Film Festival of Tahiti with festival short film screenings, script writing and shooting workshops at the “Maison de le Culture”. 

The festival aims to showcase the best of the documentary production of the region.

Visit : en.fifo-tahiti.com

Tahiti Moorea Marathon

February

The marathon  is held in Temae on the island of Moorea. 

Visit : www.temooreaclub.pf
Tahiti Pearl Regatta

16 to 20 May 2012

This is a Sailing-race between Raiatea, Tahaa and Bora Bora, opened to all types of sailboats for all nationalities and combines ocean courses with lagoon competitions, accompanied by festive evenings. 

Visit : www.tahitipearlregatta.org.pf
Stand Up World Tour

May 2012

The Stand Up World Tour was established in 2009 to highlight the growth in the sport of Stand Up Paddling. Stand Up World Tour shows now reach 220 countries. 

Visit: www.standupworldtour.com
 

Tahiti-Moorea Sailing Rendez-zous

24 to 26 June 2012

This is an interactive event between tourists, sailors and locals.  

Three days of festivities begin at Papeete Harbour with a sail to Moorea, followed by a variety of local competitions on Tahiti's sister island, such as outrigger canoe races, javelin-throwing, fruit-carrying races, stone lifting and a coconut shredding contest.  

Visit: www.portdepapeete.pf
Ukulele Festival

23rd June 2012

This musical contest held in Tahiti’s Commune of Hitia’a on the East coast, is open to all levels of musicians and styles. 

Tahiti Golf Open

2nd to 6th July 2012

The Olivier Bréaud International Golf Course in Atimaono, Papara, about 40 kilometers (25 miles) from Papeete (Tahiti), hosts the annual Tahiti International Golf Open, a stop on the Pacific Tour. 

Visit : www.golftahiti.net
Heivā Va’a i Tahiti and Heivā i Bora Bora - “The Celebration of Life”

July 

Heivā is the largest annual cultural festival in Tahiti and it takes place at To'ata Square in Papeete and Moto'i Place in Vaitape, Bora Bora.   

Visit: www.heivanui.com
Billabong Pro Surfing Competition

20 to 31 August 2012

From May to November, the waves at Teahupoo attract the more expert surfers as the freshwater flowing from the mountains inhibits coral growth and creates some of the most exhilarating waves in Tahiti. The Billabong Pro Surfing competition attracts the best surfing talent from around the world. 

Visit: www.billabongpro.com
Hawaiki Nuiva’a

7 to 9 November

This is a traditional “va’a”, or outrigger canoe, race of more than 100 canoes between the Leeward Islands of Huahine, Raiatea, Tahaa and Bora Bora. 

The finish line is on the beach of Matira Point (Bora Bora). 

Visit : www.ftvaa.pf
Hura Tapairu

27 November to 1 December 2012

Hura Tapairu is a traditional dance competition held at the Cultural Center “Te Fare Tauhiti Nui” in Papeete 

Visit: www.maisondelaculture.pf
 

Visit : www.tahiti-tourisme.co.uk. Contact: Natalie Schofield at natalie@tahiti-tourisme.co.uk.

Ripley's Believe It Or Not! London

Ripley's Believe It Or Not! London at Piccadilly Circus displays more than 700 curiosities from all around the world.

Visit : www.ripleyslondon.com. To arrange a press trip contact Natalie Eales  at Natalie.Eales@sirencomms.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Ammergau Alps (Germany)

The organisation providing information about the region Ammergau Alps, accommodation and travel tips for individuals and groups, incoming services and media relations.

Visit : www.ammergauer-alpen.de. Contact : Nicole Richter at nr@ammergauer-alpen.de.

Promoting Poole (UK)


Promoting Poole as a high quality, modern visitor destination - world renown for watersports, fine dining and its superb environment.


Visit : www.pooletourism.com. Contact : M Holland at m.holland@pooletourism.com.

Aurora Expeditions (Australia)

Aurora Expeditions is an Australian-owned adventure company specialising in Expedition cruises to wild and remote places. 

Each voyage is led by a team of expert naturalists, geologists, historians, staff and crew who help to unlock the wonders of these special places with the use of flexible, innovative itineraries. 

Deeply committed to education and preservation of the environment, Aurora Expeditions’ philosophy is to respectfully visit wilderness areas in turn creating ambassadors for their protection.

Visit : www.auroraexpeditions.com.au. Contact : Fiona Twyford at fiona@auroraexpeditions.com.au. 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen (Germany)

Discover your true nature is the central philosophy encompassing the tourist attractions offered at the renowned holiday destination of Garmisch-Partenkirchen all year round. 

In the midst of beautiful mountain views, the most famous town of the Bavarian Alps offers a wide variety of top notch holidays. 

At the foot of Mount Zugspitze, nature is splendid and mighty, the memories gained between the mountains and the valleys, the water and the sky are unique. Impressive historic facades and lovingly painted houses as well as its charming inhabitants give the town an open atmosphere and a sense of joie de vivre, which is touching, moving and unforgettable. 

Visit : www.gapa.de. Contact : Elisabeth Brück at pr@gapa.de. 

Mendocino Hotel (USA)

Established in 1878 and overlooking the Pacific, the historic Mendocino Hotel has the food, views, comfort and magic to turn your vacation into a tradition.

Visit : www.mendocinohotel.com. Contact : Alyson Blair at frontdesk@mendocinohotel.com.


The ICE PACK brand

The ICE PACK brand (In Case of Emergency) was developed as a means to provide critical communication tools, life-saving resources and training to those who may encounter a disaster or emergency while traveling domestically or internationally. 

ICE PACK develops emergency travel go-packs which places everything you may need in a critical situation while on travel at your fingertips, including satellite communications, water purification, food, medical, shelter, lighting and even solar power. 

Visit : www.ice-pack.com. Contact : Troy Perry at tperry@ice-pack.com. 

Agencies

Freshwater Scotland

Freshwater Scotland is a tourism, hospitality, leisure and lifestyle specialist agency.

Visit : www.freshwater-uk.com. Contact : Liddy alison.liddy@freshwater-uk.com. 
	News


The Frequent Business Traveler GlobeRunner Awards

Alliance members  are being encouraged to vote for the Frequent Business Traveler GlobeRunner Awards. Nominees include every major airline and hotel chain etc.

Visit : www.frequentbusinesstraveler.com. Contact : Jonathan Spira at jspira@basex.com. 

Red Mangrove Tortuga Reserve, Ecuador

Red Mangrove Galapagos and Ecuador Lodges has purchased 20 acres adjacent to the Galapagos National Park, to create the  Red Mangrove Tortuga Reserve.

The reserve, which is close to the Aventura Lodge on Santa Cruz, will give the threatened Galapagos giant tortoise free and unobstructed movement.

While there are a number of tortoise farms dotting the islands, Red Mangrove’s will be the first actual reserve for these giant reptiles.

Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

Air Malta

Air Malta is Malta's National Airline will operate weekly charter flights from Malta to Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff, Exeter, Newcastle and Norwich Airports between May and October.

The airline also serves Malta from London Heathrow, Gatwick and Manchester Airport as well as 40 scheduled destinations in Europe, North Africa.

Visit www.airmalta.com. contact : Gail Palmer at Gail@ktapr.com. 

The National Trust for Scotland 

The National Trust for Scotland is to hold its existing group admission rates at 85% of its historic attractions until the end of 2013. The Trust has 90 historic attractions and gardens across Scotland, including Culloden Battlefield, Inverewe Garden & Estate, Culzean Castle & Country Park.

Visit : www.nts.org.uk.  Contact : traveltrade@nts.org.uk. 

Germany

Germany saw over 60 million overnight stays by foreign visitors in 2011, a new record and an increase of 3.5 million

Visit : www.germany.travel. Contact : Nadine Wenn at nadine.wenn@germany.travel. 

The Wales Coast Path

The Wales Coast Path, which opens on 5 May, will make Wales the first in country in the world to have a path along its entire coastline.

Ramblers Cymru is inviting the world to share in this Welsh triumph with 870 miles of walking.

Visit: www.ramblers.org.uk/wales. Contact : press@ramblers.org.uk. 

 

MSC Cruises

MSC Cruises is to introduce the French Antilles as a new destination for the 2012-2013 winter season. 

The inaugural voyage begins on 30 November 2012 when MSC Lirica departs from Genoa, Italy for a 16-day/15-night cruise, arriving at her new homeport in Martinique just over two weeks later.

 

The 59,000-ton MSC Lirica has capacity for a total of 2069 guests in 780 cabins. 

Visit www.msccruises.co.uk and www.mscpressarea.com. Contact : isabellas@msccruises.co.uk. 

The History Colorado Centre, Denver

Denver’s newest cultural attraction, the History Colorado Centre, opens on 28April 2012. 

Colorado is a four-season destination offering adventure and recreational activities, an active arts scene, Western heritage, distinctive cuisine, and 26 renowned ski resort areas. 

The state's landscape boasts natural hot springs, the headwaters of four major rivers, nine national parks and monuments, and 54 mountain peaks that top 14,000 feet.

 

Visit : www.visitcolorado.com. Contact : Fiona Pettitt at fiona@cellet.co.uk. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Inca Rail

Inca Rail, is a 100% Peruvian owned-Company offering authentic rail journeys between the Sacred Valley of the Incas and Machu Picchu, The Lost City of the Incas. 

The Incan Fortress town of Ollantaytambo, gateway to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Machu Picchu, is the Inca Rail base.

 

Visit : www.incarail.com. Contact : Byron Shirto at byron@talkingstickmktg.co.uk. 

New Cycling trips from UTracks

European activity holiday specialist UTracks has a number of new cycling trips for 2012 including:  

Ancient Venetian Empire By Bike 

Italy, Slovenia, Croatia: Explore three countries by bike in one week on this new cycle journey through historic towns and seaside landscapes. 

Normandy Cycle 

Normandy is a region with a long history and a rich heritage and this cycle will take you through the monuments, the traditions and the splendours of the Norman coast. 

Cycle Sicily 

A cycle in southeast Sicily, the largest island in the Mediterranean, known for its beaches, cuisine and history. 

The German Danube 

The Danube, Europe's second longest river, courses through ten countries on route to the Black Sea. This cycling tour leads along the entire German part of the Danube, from where the Brigach and Breg rivers join to where it crosses over to Austria. 

Burgundy Canals & Vineyards 

A cycle that offers a concentration of the charms of France’s wine region of Burgundy.

Visit : www.UTracks.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Electric bikes with Discover France

French touring company, Discover France is offering cycle tours using hybrid electric bicycles with easy-to-charge battery motors. 

Discover France Adventures has been organizing bicycle tours and hiking tours in France since 1994 and is one of only four licensed tour operators to the Tour de France.

Visit : www.discoverfrance.com. Contact : Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Arizona, Tahiti and Portugal's Alentejo vie for astronomy tourism

An increasing number of travellers are looking to exploit the potential for astronomy tourism. 

Arizona

On 20 May 2012, visitors to the Grand Canyon will be able to experience a fiery ring of sunlight shining around the moon's dark silhouette during a total eclipse. 

The path of the eclipse will make landfall in the western United States along the California-Oregon coast and will past over central Nevada, southern Utah and northern Arizona.

Visit : www.nps.gov/grca.

Tahiti

On 5 June 2012, the Earth will witness the transit of Venus which will pass exactly between the earth and sun, an event that will not take place again until 2117. The best visibility viewpoints will be in the Pacific, between Tahiti and Japan. Visitors are being encouraged the view this event from the island of Tahiti or Moorea.

Visit : www.tahiti-tourisme.com.

Portugal

UNWTO and UNESCO have granted Alqueva in the Alentejo region of Portugal with official 'Starlight Tourism Destination' certification.

The Alentejo is the largest region in Portugal, occupying approximately a third of the country but with only 7.1% of the country's population. The Alqueva Dark Sky Reserve covers 3,000 square kilometres of the region.

Visit : www.turismoalqueva.pt/dark-sky.

Contact : Jennifer Byles at jenniferb@hillsbalfour.com.

Go Ape!, UK

Go Ape! the UK’s forest adventure company is opening its new tree top adventure course at Trent Park, Enfield, Middlesex, UK - the 28th Go Ape! site to open due.

Visitors to Go Ape! can go on forest zip wires, cross wooden walkways and bridges, climb tree-top ladders and take to Tarzan Swings whilst safely attached to a harness.

Visit : www.goape.co.uk. Contact : Donna Bennett atDonna.Bennett@berkeleypr.co.uk. 

New walking route in the Algarve

The Algarve, Portugal, will be launching the Vicentina Route along the rugged western coast of the region in spring 2012.

The route will run from Santiago do Cacém in the Alentejo to Sagres in the Algarve and is to be integrated into the extensive European GR11 route part of the GR footpath network of paths, tracks and trails.

Visit : www.casasbrancas.pt and www.visitalgarve.pt. Contact : Jennifer Byles at jenniferb@hillsbalfour.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival

14 and 15 and 21 and 22 April 2012

Northern California’s Japanese American community gather in San Francisco’s Japantown to celebrate thei45th annual Cherry Blossom Festival.  

Each year more than 200,000 people attend this tribute to the color and grace of the Japanese culture and the diversity of the Japanese American community. 

Visit www.nccbf.org. Contact : Alexandra Cave at ACave@sanfrancisco.travel.

Queen’s Day, Holland

30 April 2012

The Dutch celebration of their queen’s birthday and a public holiday. 

The whole country becomes an open air street party with the Dutch dressing up in their quirkiest orange outfits. 

Although Queen Beatrix’ birthday is actually on 30 January, she decided after her coronation to keep her mother’s birthday as the official day for celebrations. 

Visit : www.holland.com. Contact : Rianne Ojeh at rojeh@holland.com.

TRACK, Ghent, Flanders

12 May to 16 September 2012

TRACK, a large-scale, city-wide exhibition to be held in the Flanders city of Ghent, wIll see 30 international artists working at indoor and outdoor locations.

Ghent itself is a  medieval city with over 900 listed buildings. 

Visit : www.track.be and www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita Rampall at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

Meadowlark Nature Festival, British Columbia

17 to 21 May 2012

The 15th Meadowlark Nature Festival Is an annual celebration of all things wild in the Okanagan and Similkameen valleys in British Columbia.

The festival incorporates guides nature walks and hikes; bird watching and cycling tours; indigenous cultural excursions, art exhibits and classes, and green building tours. 

Visit : www.meadowlarkfestival.bc.ca. Contact : Carla Mont at Carla.Mont@gov.bc.ca.  

London Nightrider Charity Ride

9 June 2012

 

Classic Tours, the organisation that originated the concept of overseas charity challenges, will be staging a 100km moonlit cycle ride through London on 9 June 2012.

Over £1 million is set to be raised, in the process, for hundreds of good causes from large national organisations to local charities. 

To take part in Nightrider, a registration fee of £39 and a minimum sponsorship target of £175* approx. is required. Nightriders can choose from over 120 charities to support.  

Visit :  www.classictours.co.uk. Contact : Gina Thomas at gina@classictours.co.uk. 

Sheridan WYO Rodeo week, Wyoming

6 to 15 July 2012

The 82nd Annual Sheridan WYO Rodeo, is part of the Million Dollar Tour of Professional Rodeos, which is one of the best professional rodeos in the country. 

Visit : www.sheridanwyoming.org. Contact : Penny L. Becker at stt@sheridanwyoming.org.

Bastille Day in Pondicherry, India

14 July 2012

Pondicherry is a little piece of France in south India. A tiny French colony in British India since the 17th century, Pondicherry has never lost its Gallic spirit. 

Every year on the 14 July, this Francophile town celebrates Bastille Day with aplomb.  The tricolor flies from homes and a spectacular parade winds through the streets to the sound of La Marseillaise.  

The ITC Grand Chola in Chennai is a place from which to explore the unique town of Pondicherry.

Visit : www.itchotels.in/ITCGrandChola. Contact : Alicia at ad@verypcc.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Sea turtles on Dominica

Dominica’s annual sea turtle hatch takes place between March and August under the watch of the Dominica Sea Turtle Conservation Organisation.

Visitors to the island can be added to the ‘turtle alert’ list to stay updated on the night-time arrival of turtles on the Caribbean island's  Rosalie Bay Beach, Londonderry Beach and Bout Sabe Beach in La Plaine. 

Sea turtle watching is done only under strict standards to ensure preservation of the species. 

A representative of the Nature Enhancement Team (NET) ensures that spectators follow the rules for interacting with and watching the turtles and that their eggs are protected. The team also records turtle activity, nests and hatchings. 

Dominica is an island in the Eastern Caribbean, lying south of Guadeloupe and north of Martinique. 

Visit : www.discoverdominica.com. For press trip requests contact: Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

The London 2012 Festival

The London 2012 Festival, is set to be a spectacular 12-week nationwide celebration bringing together leading artists from across the world with the very best from the UK.

It runs from Midsummer’s Day on 21 June and running until the final day of the Paralympic Games on 9 September  2012. 

The London 2012 Festival will celebrate the range, quality and accessibility of the UK’s world-class culture including dance, music, theatre, the visual arts, fashion, film and digital innovation.


Visit : www.london2012.com/festival. Contact : Lucinda Morrison  at lmorrison@nationaltheatre.org.uk. 

Journeys of Distinction Light

Luxury travel company, Journeys of Distinction, is rolling out it's Journeys of Distinction Light, which offers a collection of holidays that make most of time and budget.

The inaugural Light tours for Summer 2012 include trips to Borneo, Burma, Costa Rica and in Europe, Spain, Italy and Croatia.

 

Each of the 21 tours has been researched by the Journeys of Distinction team to balance free time to explore with group sightseeing tours. 

Using mainly 3 star hotels on shorter duration trips, Journeys of Distinction Light means travellers can enjoy the trips while paying less.

Itineraries include : 

 

Italian Lakes and City Splendours :  a nine-day tour from Milan to Verona and the picturesque Italian Lakes.

 

The Natural Wonders of Borneo: A thirteen-day tour including a visit to the orangutans and the other natural wonders of Borneo.

 

India’s Golden Triangle: a nine-day exotic tour of India  including the Taj Mahal and the tigers of Ranthambore.

 

Burma Encounter:  a 14 day tour to discover Burma, its people and way of life.

 

Journeys of Distinction itself  is a luxury travel company offering Tours to  30 worldwide locations including China, Australia, South America, Africa, Canada, India, Japan, Russia and Sri Lanka.

 

Visit : www.jod.uk.com. For press trip requests contact : Seb at jod@brazenpr.com.

Birdwatching in Kenya

 

More than 1,100 different species of birds are found in Kenya, which is 12% of the world’s total bird population. 

 

There are also 60 ‘Important Bird Areas’ in Kenya, set in habitats ranging from forests to wetlands and arid plains to rich grasslands. Kakamaga Forest Reserve, which is situated at the north-east edge of Lake Victoria, is an area of virgin tropical rainforest contains a number of threatened species not found elsewhere in Kenya. 

The rolling grasslands that make up the Maasai Mara, have a host of birds species including the Secretary Bird (Sagittarius serpentarius), Yellow-throated Sandgrouse (Pterocles gutturalis) and Giant Kingfisher (Megaceryle maxima). 

The Samburu National Reserve, Meru National Park and Tsavo East and West National Parks all have rivers running through them, and the stands of tall acacias along the banks attract many species such as Martial Eagle (Polemaetus bellicosus), Buff-crested Bustard (Eupodotis gindiana).

Close to Nairobi, Lake Nakuru National Park is home to one million resident lesser and greater flamingos, providing one of Kenya’s seminal images. 

Visit : www.kenyabirding.org, www.magicalkenya.com and www.aberdaresafarihotels.com.  Contact : Daniela Resenterra at danielar@hillsbalfour.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Gran Meliá Rome Villa Agrippina hotel

The Gran Meliá Rome Villa Agrippina hotel will open in one of the exclusive areas of the Eternal City in April. It is located in the centre of the city by the Tiber River and close to the Coliseum, Saint Peter's Basilica, the Castel Sant'Angelo, Piazza Navona and the Oratorio del Gonfalone.

The hotel stands on the site of what was once the Villa of Agrippina, named in honor of the mother of famous Roman emperor Nero. The archaeological remains unearthed during its construction will be on display throughout the  galleries and communal areas of the building.

Visit : www.solmelia.com/hotels/italy/rome/gran-melia-rome. Contact : Anita Katch at anita@katchpr.com. 

Wynyard Hall, County Durham UK

Fans of hit TV drama Downton Abbey can experience the aristocratic lifestyle for themselves by staying in a British stately home that has played host to royalty.

Wynyard Hall, on the outskirts of the historic city of Durham, was formerly the home of one of Britain’s most aristocratic families and is now a luxurious country house hotel which has been carefully restored to its former grandeur.

 

Now, visitors can join a guest list which has included the present Queen, King Edward VII and King George V as well as the Duke of Wellington, Charles Dickens and Sir Winston Churchill.

Visit :  www.wynyardhall.co.uk. Contact : Emma at emma@sortedpr.com. 

All-inclusive resorts in the Caribbean

Trident Castle, Port Antonio, Jamaica

Trident Castle, a collection of 40 suites divided between

17 beach-front villas and Trident Castle itself, opens in October 2012.

Visit : www.geejamcollection.com.

Goodeneye, Oracabessa, Jamaica

Goldeneye, the former Caribbean retreat where Ian Fleming penned all 14 Bond novels, has reopened after an 18 month closure with 11 new Beach Cottages and six new lagoon suites to the 52 acre estate. Visit : www.goldeneye.com
Strawberry Hill, Blue Mountains, Jamaica

Strawberry Hill is a newly refurbished 50-acre mountain top boutique resort of  Georgian-style cottages over 3,000ft above sea level. Bob Marley chose Strawberry Hill to convalesce after he was shot Visit : www.islandoutpost.com
The Caves, Negril, Jamaica

This adults only Island Outpost hotels has has 13 hand-crafted wood and stone that-roofed cottages located in lush vegetation and caves. Visit : www.islandoutpost.com
Mount Hartman Bay Estate, Grenada

Mount HartmanBay Estate is a luxury, eight-bedroomed, boutique retreat on its own peninsular and beach.Visit : www.bespokehotels.com/mounthartmanbay
Jumby Bay, Antigua

Jumby Bay is a private island retreat two miles off the coast of Antigua with 40 guest rooms and suites as well as Villas and estate homes  for holiday rental. Visit : www.jumbybayresort.com
Contact : Rosalind at Rosalind@rivapr.co.uk.

St Regis, Doha and the Intercontinental Doha The City

With nearly 80 new hotels and 42 hotel apartments under construction, Qatar's hospitality sector is growing at a great rate. 

The latest properties to open their doors are the St Regis Doha, and the Intercontinental Doha The City.

St. Regis Doha is the brand's first property in the destination offering 336 rooms, including 70 suites, all with views of the Arabian Gulf and private beach access. Visit : www.stregisdoha.com.

The InterContinental Doha The City has sixrestaurants and two lounges, including 'Strata,' which on levels 55 and 56 of the building is the highest restaurant in Doha. Visit : www.ichotelsgroup.com.

Visit : www.qatartourism.gov.qa. Contact : Jennifer Byles at jenniferb@hillsbalfour.com.

Hotel Palomar, Phoenix, Arizona

The 250-room Hotel Palomar will open in summer 2012  in the downtown Phoenix area in a new mixed-use development called CityScape.

Kimpton Hotels & Restaurants will operate the new luxury boutique hotel in a 34-story tower at One South Central that will also include approximately 200 luxury residential condominium units, plus shops on the lower levels. 

Visit : www.kimptonhotels.com and  www.arizonaguide.com. Contact : Jennifer Byles at jenniferb@hillsbalfour.com.

The Inn on Fifth, Naples, Florida

The upscale Inn on Fifth, located on Fifth Avenue South in downtown Naples, has unveiled eight new vacation packages for 2012.  

The new packages make the most of the Inn’s distinctive downtown locale, its Spa on Fifth, golf privileges and all the best that Naples has to offer.  

Visit www.InnonFifth.com. Contact : Katharina Lane at katharina@hayworthcreative.com. 

Generator Hostels

Generator Hostels is to open a third hostel in Germany and its second in Berlin, in the first half of 2013. 

Berlin Mitte will accommodate almost 600 guests, with single, double and shared rooms for up to eight people, including female -only dorms. 

A hostel in Barcelona is also due to open in spring 2013.

Generator Hostels currently has properties in Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice.

www.generatorhostels.com. Contact : Oliver Mernick-Levenne at Oliver.Mernick-Levene@lewispr.com. 

Disney’s Art of Animation Resort, Orlando
Orlando only specialist, Complete Orlando is taking bookings for Disney’s Art of Animation Resort, which opens in May 2012.

Guests can choose between 1,120 themed animated based animated Walt Disney and Disney Pixar classics including Finding Nemo, The Lion King, Cars and 864 rooms inspired by the Little Mermaid.

Visit : www.completeorlando.com. Contact Kylie Jenkins at kylie@goshpr.co.uk. 

The St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort, Abu Dhabi

The St. Regis Saadiyat Island Resort, Abu Dhabi has opened on the beaches of Saadiyat, a short minute drive from the city centre and a 20-minute drive from Abu Dhabi International Airport

The hotel is the first of three St. Regis hotels to open this year in the Middle East the St. Regis Abu Dhabi situated on the Corniche and the St. Regis Doha in Qatar. 

In addition, the St. Regis Mauritius Resort will open in 2012 and the newly renovated St. Regis Aspen Resort wil reopen.

Visit : www.stregissaadiyatisland.com and www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact : Sarah Whitham at Sarah.Whitham@starwoodhotels.com. 

New York Helmsley Hotel

Starwood Hotels & Resorts and Host Hotels & Resorts is to undertake a $65 million renovation of the historic New York Helmsley Hotel which will then fly the Westin flag.

When work is completed in June, the new hotel will join its sister property, Westin New York at Times Square in midtown Manhattan.  

Visit : .www.westin.com. Contact : Sarah Whitham at Sarah.Whitham@starwoodhotels.com. 

The Sheraton Heathrow Hotel, London

The Sheraton Heathrow Hotel has completed a major refurbishment of it's public areas.

Visit :  www.sheratonheathrowhotel.com. Contact : Sarah Whitham at Sarah.Whitham@starwoodhotels.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Dublin offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a Media Pass (the Dublin Pass), which provides free entry to 34 visitor attractions in Dublin. Visit : www.visitdublin.com and www.dublinpass.com. Contact : Catherine McCluskey at Catherine.mccluskey@failteireland.ie.

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers. It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 114 : mid-March 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Press trips to events in Tenerife 2012

Tenerife, the largest island in the Canaries stages an annual programme of events including :

Tenerife Carnival, Santa Cruz

15 to 26 February 2012

The carnival in Tenerife, the world’s second largest of its kind, includes  street parades, live musical performances, dance acts and a street carnival.

Festival of Tegueste, Tegueste

28 and 29 April 2012 

Marking the start of Tenerife’s religious festival period, the Festival of Tegueste sees thousands of people dress in traditional costume to honour of Saint Mark the Evangelist. 

During the event, dozens of colourfully-decorated floats parade down the streets of the village accompanied by singing and dancing groups, while local people hand out potatoes, gofio, meat, eggs and wine from the area in order to symbolise friendship. 

 

Rock Coast Festival, Santa Cruz

24 to 26 May 2012

The island’s capital, Santa Cruz, hosts rock concerts and activities.

 

Corpus Christi Carpets, La Orotava

14 June 2012

Corpus Christi is one of Tenerife’s most popular religious festivals, centred around vast intricate and coloured carpets created from flower petals and volcanic sands – which are laid out in the streets.

Perseid Meteor Shower, Teide National Park

12 August 2012 

The Perseid Meteor Shower sees more than 60 shooting stars shooting across the sky every hour, caused by tiny particles of debris from a comet burning up when entering the Earth’s atmosphere.

Tenerife offers good conditions for star spotting, especially at Mount Teide, Spain’s tallest mountain, where there is low light pollution and extraordinarily clear dark skies. 

This year, the bulk of activity is expected during the early hours of 12 August 2012.

 

Visit : www.webtenerife.com. Alliance members interested in press trips to Tenerife should contact :  Sarah Habicht at sarah@humewhitehead.co.uk.

DoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort, San Diego, California
The San Diego area has been a popular destination with European visitors to southern California for many years.

However, last summer’s launch of a direct service from London Heathrow to the city’s international airport has made the region much more accessible to visitors from the European side of the Atlantic Ocean.

Visitors to this part of California can also discover accommodation gems previously unknown in Europe.  

Among them is theDoubleTree by Hilton Golf Resort San Diego.

The resort, which is situated conveniently 25 minutes north of San Diego International Airport, features :

· 174 elegant guest rooms

· two heated, outdoor swimming pools

· a spa, and 

· a range of conference and meeting facilities, 

all in a country club setting.  

A prominent feature of the resort is the Carmel Highland 18 hole championship golf course which offers a challenging yet fun experience for golfers of all levels of ability
Visit : www.SanDiegoGolfResort.DoubleTree.com. To request a press visit to the DoubleTree Golf contact : Patrick Lennon at mail@patricklennon.com.

Luxury Backpackers guides

Luxury Backpackers guides are available in download version or as hard copy and can also be purchased as individual sections.

Alliance members are invited to request review copies.

Visit : www.luxurybackpackers.com. Contact : Jill Nash at jill@luxurybackpackers.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Quantas 

Quantas is the national flag carrier of Australia and transport operator for domestic and international travel.

Visit : www.qantas.com.au. Contact : Michele Dalpra at micheledalpra@qantas.com.au. 

International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators

The International Association of Antarctica Tour Operators (IAATO) is a member organization founded in 1991 to advocate, promote and practice safe and environmentally responsible private-sector travel to the Antarctic

Visit : www.iaato.org. Contact : Steve Wellmeier at Swellmeier@iaato.org. 
Hannover Tourism

Hannover offers fascinating sights such as the Royal Gardens, a large number of interesting museums, art galleries, shopping opportunities and places to go are waiting to be experienced. Hannover Tourism is pleased to arrange your Hannover programmes.
Visit : www.visit-hannover.com. Contact : Melanie Buehler at Melanie.Buehler@Hannover-Tourismus.de.

Debra Consulting (Italy)

Building on more than 20 years experience in the hospitality industry field, we are specialized in supplying dedicated sales & marketing solutions to hotels.

Visit : www.debarbaconsulting.it. Contact : Giovanna De Barba at giovannadebarba@debarbaconsulting.it.

VisitBrighton

VisitBrighton is the official destination marketing body for Brighton & Hove and it is part of Brighton and Hove City Council. VisitBrighton.com was established to provide tourists with details of where to stay, what to see and where to visit.

Visit : www.visitbrighton.com. Contact : Ruth Allsop at ruthallsop@visitbrighton.com.

The Apartment Service

The Apartment Service offers flexible, cost effective and tailor made solutions for temporary serviced accommodation requirements worldwide. Our website offers thousands of accommodation options for online booking at the best rates.

Visit : www.apartmentservice.com. Contact : Bard Vos at bardv@apartment.co.uk.

Arts & Crafts Tours
Arts & Crafts Tours provides highly individualized, luxury, small group tours in Europe, America and Scandinavia focused on fine and decorative arts and architecture with guides and lecturers.

Visit : www.artsandcraftstours.com. Contact : Elaine Ellis at elaine@artsandcraftstours.com.

InnerSea Discoveries

InnerSea Discoveries began sailing active, adventure voyages in Alaska in 2011. Its three expedition ships, 60-guest Wilderness Adventurer and 76-guest Wilderness Explorer and Wilderness Discoverer, offer moderately priced adventure cruises.  

Visit : www.innerseadiscoveries.com. Contact : Sarah Scoltock at sarahs@innerseadiscoveries.com
Green Globe (Napal)

Green Globe a sustaible tour packages provider in Nepal,Bhutan,Tibet and some part of India. 

Visit : www.greenglobe.com.np. Contact : Ritesh
Kharel at ritesh.kharel@gmail.com.

Agencies

Cellet 

Cellet represents :

· Colorado Tourism Office

· Great Lakes, USA

· Kissimmee, Central Florida

· The Perry Hotel, Miami

· Bloomington, Minnesota

· Florida Keys

· Rockford

· Missouri

· Essex Inn, Chicago

· International Pow Wow

· U.S.Travel Association

Visit : www.cellet.co.uk. Contact : Fiona
Pettitt at fiona@cellet.co.uk.

Freshwater (UK)

Freshwater is the only national PR and marketing consultancy that combines a complete regional network with wide ranging sectoral and specialist expertise.

In addition to PR activity, we can also provide award-winning integrated marketing services.

Visit : www.freshwater-uk.com/scotland. Contact : JonathanPerkins at jonathan.perkins@freshwater-uk.com.

	News


Jet2holidays

 Jet2holidays, which is celebrating its five years, launched in February 2007 with three destinations - Spain, Portugal and the Canary Islands from the UK.

It now offers hotels in over 40 of Europe’s most exciting destinations including Paris and Rome, and destinations rising in popularity including Berlin, Budapest and Istanbul.

In 2011, Jet2holidays launched its first ever five star luxury offering – Indulgent Escapes. 

Visit www.Jet2holidays.com. Contact : pressoffice@Jet2.com.

Woburn Safari Park, Bedfordshire UK

 

The Woburn Safari Park, has introduced Kasanga, a two year male old lion to it's  pride of lions, which live in a 32 acre reserve.

Visitors to the park can drive through the large animal exhibits, which contain species such as White Rhino, Elephants, Tigers and Black Bears. 

It is part of the estates of the Duke of Bedford that also includes Woburn Abbey and a 3,000-acre deer park.

Visit : www.woburn.co.uk/safari. For press tickets to the park contact Fran Pearce at fpearce@brayleino.co.uk

                                                                     

Lonely Planet's Best of Street Food

Lonely Planet's new book The World's Best Street Food reveals where some of the world's most authentic dishes can be found and how to make them. 

The book covers markets, hawker centres and bazaars worldwide including Brazil's Acaraje, Russia's Bliny and Morocco's sweet Sfenj. 

 

Street Food is published on 16 March 2012. 

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact : Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk.

WildAid

The International Galapagos Tour Operators Association (IGTOA) is helping to fund WildAid, a leading nonprofit organization which assists quarantine protocols and inspections of cargo at ports of departure for the endangered archipelago.

 

The Introduction of diseases and non-native plants, animals and insects is one of the greatest threats to the islands’ biodiversity.

WildAid has been involved in quarantine and inspection efforts since 2009 and with the Charles Darwin Foundation since 1964 assisting in the conservation and protection of biodiversity of the Galapagos.

The International Galapagos Tour Operators Association is a nonprofit association of travel companies and conservation organizations dedicated to the complete and lasting protection of the Galapagos

Sheridan, Wyoming

Sheridan, Wyoming has been named the number one Small Town for Cowboy Charm by Western Horseman Magazine. 

This historic town was plotted in the early 1880s and remains an authentic cowboy destination.

Visit : www.sheridanwyoming.org. Contact : Penny L. Becker at stt@sheridanwyoming.org                       
                                     
Best UK zoos

Qype, Europe’s consumer reviews site, has revealed its consumer’s pick of the best Zoos across the UK.

The list features well known animal establishments such as Longleat Safari Park, Chester Zoo and Edinburgh Zoo, as well as the less well-known Birmingham Nature Centre at number three.

Top Ten Zoos according to Qype reviewers:

1.      Colchester Zoo
2.      London Zoo

3.      Birmingham Nature Centre
4.      Woburn Safari Park, Milton Keynes 

5.      Monkey World, Wareham 

6.      Longleat Safari Park, Warminster 

7.      Chester Zoo 

8.      Edinburgh Zoo 

9.      Marwell Zoo, Winchester 

10.   Bristol Zoo Gardens, Clifton, Bristol

Visit www.qype.co.uk. Contact : Helen Batte at teamqype@rooster.co.uk.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Algarve, Portugal

The Algarve Promotion Bureau has launched an online integrated campaign to drive early summer holiday bookings to the Algarve in 2012. 

The Algarve Promotion Bureau is working with 19 participating hotel partners who are offering great value packages for a summer escape to the destination. 

The Algarve attracts visitors with long stretches of coastline, rolling hills, championship golf courses and first-class spas – as well as on average 300 days of sunshine a year.

Visit : www.visitalgarve.pt and www.algarvepromotion.pt. Contact : Natalie at natalies@hillsbalfour.com.  

Croatia

 

Veliki Tabor castle reopens to visitors   

The Renaissance castle of Veliki Tabor has reopened to the public following a four-year, £5½ million restoration project.

Located on a hill in Desinić, the castle is one of the Zagorje region’s most significant cultural monuments. 

Visit : www.veliki-tabor.hr/html/english. 
 

Croatian cheese 

Žigljen, a hard and slightly spicy cheese from the famous Gligora Dairy, has been named one of the 50 best cheeses in the world at the 2011 World Cheese Awards.

Visit : www.sirena.hr/en. 
Visit www.croatia.hr. Contact : Jasmin Othman at  jasmin.othman@rooster.co.uk. 

Rail holidays to the Swiss lakes and mountains 
Erail Travel, who are specialists in independent rail holidays to Europe, are offering £100 per person off their popular Swiss Lakes and Mountains tour.  

The offer is based on two traveling and is available until further notice for travel completed within the months of April, May, September, October and November 2012.  

Erail holidays offers bespoke multi-centre holidays with 13 different itineraries around Europe, which offer complete independence and flexibility.

These include :

· the Grand Italian Tour

· highlights of Andalucia, and

· a 20-day Grand Tour of Europe

Visit : www.erailtravel.com. Contact : Michael Birtles at michael@erailtravel.com.

Saint Lucia

The Saint Lucia Tourist Board is holding agent months, which will see travel agents being brought to the Caribbean between June and October. 

The initiative will enable travel agents to experience the destination first hand and will also include booking incentives, special rates on accommodations and 50% off airfares on American Airlines. 

The island will be even more accessible with JetBlue offering daily non-stop flights between New York’s JFK International Airport and Saint Lucia’s Hewanorra Airport from 28 June.

Participating hotels include : 

Bay Gardens Beach Resort

Calabash Cove Resort & Spa

Coconut Bay Resort and Spa

Coco Palm

Discovery at Marigot Bay Hotel

Fond Doux Holiday Plantation

Habitat Terrace, Harmony Suites

Morgan Bay Resort

Royal by rex resorts
St. Lucian by rex resorts

Smugglers Cove Resort & Spa

Stonefield Estate Villa Resort & Spa

Windjammer Landing, and 
the Villa Beach Resort. 

Visit www.saintlucianow.com.  Contact : Melissa Rubin at Rubin@redpointpr.com.

Swan Hellenic cruise

Swan Hellenic’s newly refurbished mv Minerva has a 15-day French Accent cruise departing from Portsmouth (UK) and calling at Amsterdam (The Netherlands), Ostend (Belgium), St. Malo (France), Bordeaux (France) – overnight, La Rochelle (France), Belle Ile (France), Brest (France), St Peter Port (Guernsey) and Honfleur (France) before returning to Portsmouth. 

Visit www.swanhellenic.com. Contact : Leanne Gosford at Leanne.gosford@sirencomms.com. 

The Balkans

One World Trekking is offering a trekking experience in Bulgaria, the former Yugoslavian Republic

of Macedonia and Greece. 

Organised by Odysseia-in Travel Company and One World Trekking, both ATTA members, the expedition goes to a part of Europe where signs are all written in Cyrillic and Greek.

The focus of this trip is to travel across the border of the former Iron Curtain and provide glimpses into the lives of the Balkan people and their untouched mountainous lands. 

This is a hiking trip and climbs to the top of the three highest peaks on the Balkan Peninsula : 

· Mount Mussala "No higher than God" (Bulgaria)

· Pirin Peak "The Slavic God of Thunders" (Bulgaria), and 

· Mount Olympus "The home of the 12 Greek Gods (Greece).

Visit : www.oneworldtrekking.com. Contact : Andy Crisconi at andy.crisconi@oneworldtrekking.com.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Virginia Historic Garden Week

22 to 28 April 2012

During Virginia Historic Garden Week the state will be opening the doors to more than 205 of its most beautiful gardens, picturesque homes and historic landmarks. 

To experience the capital in a different light there's the chance to explore the city's charming neighbourhoods to sample live jazz music on U Street, take a kayak or canoe out on the Georgetown Waterfront or discover the Fredrick Douglass House in historic Anacostia. 

 

Visit :  www.CapitalRegionUSA.com. Contact : Lisa Cooper  Kylie Rathbone at Lisa.cooper@kbc-pr.com. 

St Lucia Jazz

30 April to 13 May, 2012 

Saint Lucia Jazz 2012 will feature over 50 artistes of international renown against some of the best island backdrops including :

· the Atlantic Ocean on the Pigeon Island National landmark 

· rustic village settings like Fond D‟Or in Dennery

· Rudy John Beach Park in Laborie and 

· Seaside jazz at Duty free Pointe Seraphine in the heart of Castres, the island capital. 

Saint Lucia Jazz, held as one of the world‟s top five festivals, is presented by the Saint Lucia Tourist Board and supported by Platinum sponsor Digicel and others. 

Visit : www.stluciajazz.org and www.saintlucianow.com. Contact : John Emmanuel at johnemmanuel@stlucia.org. 
Submariners’ Day at The Historic Dockyard Chatham

12 May 2012

HM Submarine OCELOT was the last warship built for the Royal Navy at Chatham.  

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary of her launch in 1962, which also marked the end of over 400 years shipbuilding at the Royal Dockyard, a special Submariners’ Day, OCELOT 50, will be held at The Historic Dockyard Chatham.

 

Visit : www.thedockyard.co.uk/ocelot50. contact Gail Louise James at gjames@chdt.org.uk. 

Events and celebrations in Alaska

The Alaska Highway

The Alaska Highway celebrates its 70th anniversary in 2012.

The highway (also known as the ALCAN) was constructed during World War II and runs from Dawson Creek, British Columbia to the junction with the Richardson Highway in Delta Junction, Alaska.

Visit www.northtoalaska.com.

The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race

The Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race, which takes place every March, will celebrate its 40th anniversary in 2012. 

The 1,100-mile trip from Anchorage to Nome begins with a ceremonial start in Anchorage on Saturday, March 3 and officially begins on Willow Lake on March 4. 

Visit www.iditarod.com
Icy Strait Point

Icy Strait Point is celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Hoonah Packing Company and its original fishing cannery. 

The cannery was the economic engine of the Tlingit village of Hoonah from 1912 until 1953. 

With the disappearance of the logging industry and the continued decline of commercial fishing, the village faced economic peril until 1998, when Huna Totem Corporation bought the abandoned cannery facilities and the surrounding land. 

Restoration of the salmon cannery began in 2001 and Icy Strait Point opened there in May 2004. 

Visit :www.icystraitpoint.com.

The Novarupta volcano

This year sees the 100th anniversary of the eruption of the Novarupta volcano, the largest eruption in the 20th century and the basis for the establishment of Katmai National Park. 

Known for some of the best bear viewing in the state, Katmai is also home to the Valley of 10,000 Smokes, a spectacular 40-square mile 700-foot-deep ash flow deposited by the volcano. 

Visit : www.nps.gov
Golden Days Festival, Fairbanks

Fairbanks will host the 60th annual Golden Days festival in July. It is a  celebration of the pioneer days of Fairbanks when men, women and children journeyed to Alaska’s Interior in search of gold. 

Visit : www.fairbankschamber.org
The 2012 Spring Carnival, Alyeska Resort 
20 to 22 April 2012

The 2012 Spring Carnival  at Alyeska Resort will feature a costume party and competition to select 25 of the 50 available slots for the Slush Cup, a famous pond-skimming contest. 

During Slush Cup, competitors dressed in zany costumes attempt to skim across a 90-foot long pool of freezing water. Other activities include humorous ski competitions, XTRATUF pull tug-of-war, a Seven Glaciers Wine Dinner, live music and more. 

Visit : www.alyeskaresort.com.

Camp Denali

Camp Denali, one of the only four lodges located at the end of the 90-mile Denali Park Road,  has been attracting visitors to the Denali National Park and Preserve for 60 years.

Visit : www.campdenali.com
The Alaska Travel Industry Association

The Alaska Travel Industry Association hosts several press trips each year, most organized around a specific region or theme (for example, recent trips have featured Alaska’s national parks, “Great Lodges of Alaska,” RV travel, etc.). 
Qualified journalists must either have an assignment to write about a specific trip or have a well-documented track record of placing stories in publications that match the demographic profile of Alaska visitors. 
Visit : www.travelalaska.com. Contact : Jennifer Thompson at jennifer@thompsonpr.com
Literary links in England

Dickens Country, Kent

Dickens 2012 is an international celebration of the life and work of Charles Dickens, held to mark the bicentenary of his birth on 7 February 2012. 

Events will take place throughout the year in locations associated with Dickens’ life. Kent is where Dickens spent much of his childhood and where he lived out the final 13 years of his life. 

It’s where stories like Great Expectations and Pickwick Papers come alive, with many of the original settings surviving into the 21st century. 

Visit : www.dickens2012.org. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

Shakespeare Country, Warwickshire

The World Shakespeare Festival will run from 23 April to 9 September 2012, celebrating how the world performs, teaches and engages with the works of William Shakespeare. 

Visit : www.shakespeare-country.co.uk and www.worldshakespearefestival.org.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

Bronte Country, West Yorkshire and East Lancashire Pennines

This windswept land is the inspiration for the classic works of the Bronte sisters, Charlotte, Emily and Anne. Geographically, Bronte Country consists of the Pennine hills of West Yorkshire, as well as Kirklees and Calderdale. 

Visit : www.bronte-country.com. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

Jane Austen’s Bath

Jane Austen lived in Bath between 1801 and 1806. The city’s preserved Georgian architecture remains unchanged from the streets depicted in Northanger Abbey and Persuasion. The Jane Austen Centre is located in a Georgian town house a few doors down from where she once lived. 

Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk/janeausten. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

Keats House, London

Poet John Keats lived in this house with his friend Charles Brown from 1818 to 1820, and this is the setting that inspired some of Keats’ most memorable poetry. 

Visit : www.keatshouse.cityoflondon.gov.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

A.A Milne's East Sussex (Ashdown Forest)

AA Milne was a humourist and playwright who is remembered for his children's books featuring Winnie-the-Pooh in Ashdown Forest. 

When Milne was just eight years old his first article appeared in the school magazine, describing a walking tour of Sussex and Ashdown Forest. Ashdown Forest became the setting for Milne's stories inspired by his son and his toy animals. 

Visit : www.pooh-country.co.uk. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

Beatrix Potter's Lake District

Beatrix Potter is best known for her illustrated children's books of Peter Rabbit, Jemima Puddle-Duck and friends. 

She spent many childhood holidays in the Lake District, an area that was a huge influence on her later writing. When she died in 1943 she left 14 farms, sheep and 4000 acres of land to the National Trust. 

Visit : www.visitcumbria.com/beatrix-potter. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

Bram Stoker's Whitby

With its imposing Abbey looming from the cliff tops, age-old cobbled streets, Dracula-inspired sights, sea mists drenched in folklore, and picturesque houses, the northeast fishing town of Whitby wasthe atmospheric inspiration for Bram Stoker’s Dracula. 

Visit : www.whitbyonline.co.uk/whitbyhistory/bramstoker. Contact : Laura Smith atblaura.smith@visitengland.org.

Lewis Carroll’s Oxford

The famed author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll spent much of his life teaching Maths at Christ Church College in Oxford. 

Visit : www.storymuseum.org.uk/alice. Contact : Yolanda Copes-Stepney at Yolanda.Copes-Stepney@visitengland.org.

 

Contact : Laura Smith atblaura.smith@visitengland.org.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Utah 

Utah has five national parks, 43 state parks, seven national monuments, and two national recreation areas.

The state is now looking to highlight it's offerings of freshly produced cheeses, sweet treats and locally crafted beers. 

Visit :  www.utahsown.com and www.goutah.com. European media contact : Caroline Corfield-Rose at Caroline@corecommunications.co.uk. North American media contact : Chelsey Lutz at chelseyl@lhammond.com.

Fort Myers beach, Florida

Fort Myers Beach is located along a thin strip of barrier island on the Gulf of Mexico, in South West Florida.

 

 It is a real tourist trap, attracting those families and young people searching for sun, sea, sand and the 'Coney Island' style excitement of the Times Square dining and entertainment district.

And even while the focus is invariably on the fun side of a sunshine holiday, those looking for something a little more exclusive can take the short drive to Lovers Key state park, where a tractor-pulled tram runs through a mangrove forest to one of Florida's most pristine stretches of sand.

Alternatively a short trip over the causeway and one is on the barrier islands of Sanibel and Captiva.

Finally, for a cultural experience head to downtown Fort Myers, which has enjoyed a remarkable artistic renaissance in recent years.

Visit  : www.FortMyers-Sanibel.com. Contact : Nancy Hamilton at nhamilton@leegov.com. 
	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Polo Suites at Desert Palm, Dubai.

  

The Polo Suits are the latest addition to the Desert Palm resort in Dubai. Desert Palm by Per AQUUM is a boutique resort with 38 rooms, suites and private pool villas. 

It is located on a private polo estate and offers two restaurants – Rare and Epicure, it's LIME Spa and bar overlooking one of the four championship sized polo fields and the Dubai skyline beyond.

Visit : www.desertpalm.ae. Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com.

MARITIM Hotels

MARITIM Hotels is one of Germany’s largest hotel chains, with 37 first-class deluxe hotels in cities in Berlin, Frankfurt, Cologne and Munich and in key leisure destinations including the Black Forest, Harz Mountains, Rhine Valley and the Romantic Road. 

Visit : www.maritim.com. Contact : LeRoy Sheppard  at lsheppard.vklon@maritim.com                        

Tribe Hotel

Tribe Hotel is a luxury property located in the heart of Nairobi's diplomatic Gigiri district. Visit : www.tribe-hotel.com. Contact : Dara Toulch at Dara@ballantinespr.com 

The Radisson Aruba Resort

The AAA Four Diamond Radisson Aruba Resort is located in 15 acrea on Palm Beach - the island's top beach, exotic lagoons, waterfalls and gardens.

The resort's oceanfront Larimar Spa, known for treatments incorporating indigenous island ingredients.

Visit : www.radisson.com/palm-beach-hotel-aw/aruaruba. Contact : jon@kcompr.ccsend.com.

Canyon Ranch Hotel & Spa in Miami Beach

The Canyon Ranch Hotel & Spa in Miami Beach has been accepted as a new member of The Leading Hotels of the World.

Founded by Mel and Enid Zuckerman, the Canyon Ranch brand has been offering healthy, active vacations for more than 30 years. 
In addition, Canyon Ranch, in Tucson is a year-round luxury vacation destination located on 150 desert acres in the foothills of Tucson’s Santa Catalina Mountains.  A second health resort is based in Lenox, Massachusetts.

Leading Hotels of the World, is the largest luxury hospitality organization in the world, representing over 430 hotels, resorts and spas in over 80 countries. 

Visit :  www.canyonranch.com/miamibeach and www.LHW.com. To arrange press trips Contact : Lauren Hughes at  lauren@bacall.net.

Small Luxury Hotels of the World

New additions to the Small Luxury Hotels of the World portfolio include :

Bentleys House, Zurs am Arlberg, Austria

Bentleys House, which is located I exclusive ski resort of Zurs, has three individual chalets.

Visit : www.slh.com/bentleyshouse
Premier Luxury Mountain Resort, Bansko, Bulgaria

Premier Luxury Mountain Resort is located  in one of Bulgaria’s top skiing resorts in the town of Bansko, surrrounded by mountain views and within walking distance of the ski lifts.

Visit : www.slh.com/premiermountainresort
Ostraco Suites, Mykonos, Greece

Close to the narrow stone-paved alleys and blue-domed churches of Mykonos Town, Ostraco Suites overlooks the Aegean Sea and is close to the beach.

Visit : www.slh.com/ostraco
Parkhotel Adler, Hinterzarten, Germany

Owned by the same family since the 15th century, Parkhotel Adler is an exclusive boutique hotel and health resort near Hinterzarten in the southern region of the Black Forest.

It is located in ten acres of picturesque parkland.

Visit : www.slh.com/parkhoteladler.

Villa am Ruhrufer Golf & Spa, Mulheim an der Ruhr, Germany
This late nineteenth-century villa is set on the banks of the River Ruhr within a short walk from the centre of Mülheim.

Visit : www.slh.com/villaamruhrufer.

Rockcliffe Hall, Darlington, UK

Rockliffe Hall is an 18th-century country house that has been restored and extended to create a resort close to the North Yorkshire Moors.

Visit : www.slh.com/rockcliffehall
Hotel D’Inghilterra, Rome, Italy

Located  in a quiet back street close to the Spanish Steps and Via dei Condotti, the Hotel d’Inghilterra is the former home of an aristocratic family.

Visit : www.slh.com/hoteldinghilterra
Pingjiangfu Suzhou Hotel, Suzhou, China

Located in the town of Suzhou, which is known for its canals and ancient gardens, Pingjiangfu Suzhou Hotel is a traditionally styled courtyard building.

Visit : www.slh.com/pingjiangfu
137 Pillars House, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Built in 1889 as part of the East Borneo Company headquarters, 137 Pillars House is a teak wood building that has been restored to reflect its 19th-century origins.

Visit : www.slh.com/137pillarshouse.

Contact : EJ Flynn at EJ@grifcopr.com.

Tenerife

Jet2holidays has selected a number of hotels on Tenerife :

 

Paradise Park, Los Christianos (4 star)

Overlooking Los Christianos, and close to the beaches and sea, the Paradise Park is one of Jet2holidays most popular hotels. 

There are five pools, including three with pool bars, a spa complex and a host of bars and restaurants nearby.

Costa Adeje Gran, Costa Adeje (5 star)
ThenCosta Adeje Gran, Costa Adeje enjoys a peaceful location and views over the Play Del Duque Beach, is part of Jet2holidays Luxe collection.

Four swimming pools, including a roof-top pool with panoramic views, plus an a-la-carte restaurant and a spa and wellness centre.

Iberostar Anthalia, Costa Adeje (5 star)

Iberostar Anthalia, Costa Adejink is set in landscaped gardens with a fresh water pool, two salt water pools, a gourmet restaurant, an Italian restaurant and a spa and wellness centre.

Visit : www.Jet2holidays.com. Contact : pressoffice@Jet2.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers. It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 
Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade. Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush uses memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com 
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 113 : March 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Journeys of Distinction Light

Journeys of Distinction Light, which launches in 2012, will offer trips to Borneo, Burma, Costa Rica, Spain, Italy and Croatia for the budget conscious.

Journeys of Distinction itself is a luxury travel company offering  30 worldwide locations including China, Australia, South America, Africa, Canada, India, Japan, Russia and Sri Lanka.

Visit : www.jod.uk.com. For press trip opportunities contact :  Emma at jod@brazenpr.com.

International press trips to Birmingham

The city of Birmingham is looking to work with journalists of international publications to generate awareness of the city as a UK weekend break. 

 

Birmingham has been named as one of the top 20 places to visit in 2012 by the New York Times. Alliance members who write for an international outlet in Europe or the USA and would like to be considered for a media visit.

 

Those visiting the city will 

· enjoy Birmingham for a weekend of fine dining, arts, performance and relaxation

· stay at Staying Cool, the city’s 5* apartments in the Rotunda, an iconic building with panoramic views

· enjoy the newly opened rooftop champagne bar at the Cube

· visit the Jewellery Quarter, which produces more jewellery than anywhere else in Britain

· dine at some of the city’s top Michelin-starred restaurants, the city with more Michelin stars than any other English regional city, and 

· take a short trip away from historic centres of Stratford upon Avon, Kenilworth and Warwick

Visit :  www.visitbirmingham.com. Contact : Rebecca Cleaver| at rebeccac@hillsbalfour.com.

Augill Castle, Cumbria UK

Augill Castle in Cumbria is a luxury castle with offering chic bed and breakfast accommodation near Kirkby Stephen in Cumbria.

Augill Castle will be happy to host press visits for Alliance journalists with a commission.

Visit : www.stayinacastle.com , www.golakes.co.uk and www.cumbriatourism.org. Contact :  Rachel Bell at rbell@cumbriatourism.org. 

Windjammer Landing, St. Lucia

Windjammer Landing, the luxury villa beach resort, wants visitors to opt for St. Lucia, and is offering a 20% saving on its new Gold Medal Escape summer package to get UK holiday makers to choose this Caribbean island.

Visit : www.windjammer-landing.com To request a press visit to Windjammer Landing contact : Nina Zapala at nina@anson-stoner.com.

Press trips to Luxembourg during 2012

The Luxembourg Tourist Office is running a series of press trips to the country as follows :

Architecture (region: Centre / South / Moselle)

Tuesday 20 to Thursday 22 March 2012

Hiking ‘Outdoor for Everybody’ 

(region: Mullerthal: ‘Hiking Mullerthaltrail’ ‘Walking without Luggage’ + Herringermillen)

Tuesday 17 April to Friday 20 April 2012

Region Ardennes

Hiking Nature Park Upper-Sûre resp. Nature Park Our – Hiking without luggage

Tuesday 24 to Friday 27 April 2012

Region Ardennes, Mullerthal 

Quality Hiking Trails  

Tuesday 27 to Friday 30 March 2012

Culture – Unesco Heritage in Luxemburg  

Monday 28 to Wednesday 30 May 2012

Family friendly Luxembourg 

Grandparents with young grandchildren 7-11 years - Journalist with child)

Monday, 7 to Thursday 10 May 2012

E-Bikes 

Biking Tour

Tuesday 8 to Thursday 10 May 2012

Golf Trip/Wellness/Culinary

Tuesday 22 May to Thursday 24 May 2012

Luxembourg-city, the perfect city break

Friday 20 to Sunday 22 April, 2012

Visit : www.luxembourg.co.uk. Contact : Serge Moes at  tourism@luxembourg.co.uk

Warwick Castle, Warwickshire, UK 
Alliance members with a partner or friend are invited to get tickets to spend a day at Warwick Castle. Visit : www.warwick-castle.co.uk. Contact : Rosie.Beale@whitetigerpr.com. 
DoubleTree by Hilton Newcastle International Airport Hotel

The DoubleTree by Hilton Newcastle International Airport hotel offers contemporary, upscale accommodation immediately adjacent to Newcastle International Airport.

It has onsite car parking, direct access to the terminals and express links to Newcastle city centre via the nearby Metro line and is a good option for business and leisure travellers seeking a convenient layover, a first port of call in their trip to the North East or to be on time for an early morning flight. 

The hotel, which was opened in December 2011 following a multi-million pound investment by the North-East based Cairn Hotel Group
Visit : www.newcastleinternationalairport.doubletree.com. For a review visit at DoubleTree by Hilton Newcastle Airport contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com.

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
The Finger Lakes Region

The Finger Lakes Region of New York State is the perfect getaway with more than 100 wineries, 11 lakes, charming bed and breakfasts and romantic hotels. Visitors to the area enjoy the scenic views, extensive culinary scene and the abundance of outdoor recreation offered in and around the lakes.

Visit : www.visitfingerlakes.com, Contact : AJ Shear at aj@visitfingerlakes.com.

Moevenpick Hotel Gammarth Tunis

Moevenpick Hotel Gammarth Tunis a boutique Luxury 5 star hotel and is the unique and modern location. Located in a exclusive residential area this hotel overlooks the beautiful bays of the Mediterranean and the hills of Sidi Bou Said, the hotel can be easily reached by car from the Airport.

It is only a few minutes away from La Marsa and Carthage, has two restaurants overlooking the sea and a Moroccan restaurant that offers an oriental atmosphere. Relax in Kallisti spa offering a fitness and health club .

Visit : www.moevenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Wissem Arfa at hotel.gammarth.sales@moevenpick.com.

Birding Ecotours

Birding Ecotours provides small group and custom-made birding and wildlife tours worldwide. We donate a minimum of 10 % of profits to conservation and local communities


Visit : www.birdingecotours.co.za. Contact : Chris Lotz at info@birdingecotours.co.za.

Salzburg

Salzburg, birthplace of Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and location of the immortal movie The sound of Music. Since 1920 host of the unique Festival ""Salzburger Festspiele"" and a wonderful combination of great Baroque architecture, modern artwork and the wonderful surroundings as the lake district Salzkammergut or the Saltmines!"


Visit : www.salzburg.info. Contact : Gunda Bleckmann at bleckmann@salzburg.info.

Discover Walks 

Travel Company Discover Walks is dedicated to bringing you fun times discovering major cities. Join native-born guides on walking tours and authentic, local activities – ethnic cooking classes, photo tours, traditional sports, etc.

Discover Walks launched in Summer 2010. It entertained over 40,000 guests in 2011. Discover Walks activities are now available in Paris, San Francisco, Barcelona and Prague."


Visit : www.discoverwalks.com. Contact : Alexandre Gourevitch at alexg@discoverwalks.com. 


Agencies

Bennett & Company (USA)

Bennett & Company has spent nearly 30 years as one of the leading public relations agencies in Florida representing hotels, attractions, restaurants, airlines and cruise lines.

Visit : www.bennettandco.com. Contact : Laura
Bennett at laura@bennettandco.com.

Inaossen (UK)

With the business motto ""Quality is not act. it is a habit"", INAOSSIEN works side by side with  hoteliers, destinations and other hospitality related companies assisting them to NOT let the emphasis of hospitality lie just in bed and board… but to make the overall experience of their guests memorable and inviting!
Visit : www.i-inaossien.com. Contact : Eleni Koi at services@i-inaossien.com.

Kate Selley Public Relations (UK)

Kate Selley Public Relations is a boutique travel PR consultancy offering a bespoke service to both clients and the media.

Whether you’re a travel brand with something to shout about or a journalist looking for original and exclusive story ideas Kate Selley Public Relations delivers outstanding results."

Visit : www.kateselleypr.co.uk. Contact : Kate Selley at kate@kateselleypr.co.uk.

Lemongrass Marketing (UK)

Lemongrass Marketing is a fully integrated travel PR, Sales and Representation consultancy. We help travel brands worldwide to launch, re-launch or re-postion themselves in the UK and Irish markets
Visit : www.lemongrassmarketing.com. Contact : Jessica Dollard at jessica@lemongrassmarketing.com. 

Rain Communications

Rain Communications is an independent agency that specialises in news, features and content generation.

We deliver innovative and compelling story angles and packages that cut across print, online, social and broadcast media. Our core aim is to deliver maximum exposure for our clients, raise their profiles and establish them as leaders in their respective sectors.

Visit : www.raincommunications.co.uk. Contact : Alison
Wood at alison.wood@raincommunications.co.uk.

	News


Packing problems

New research from British Airways reveals that nine out of ten holiday-makers don’t use up to 30 per cent of the items they take on holiday

The survey also asked Brits what the most random item they’ve taken on holiday and not used with tea-bags and kettles featured as well as food items including tomatoes, sardines, peanut butter, super noodles, marmite and a potato peeler.

British Airways allows everyone to check in a bag weighing up to 23kgs and to carry two bags on to

the plane free of charge. 

Visit : www.britishairways.com. Contact : Amanda Allan at media.relations@ba.com.

Pegasus Airlines

Pegasus Airlines, Turkey’s leading low-cost airline, now ranks fifth among Europe's low cost carriers carrying 11.3 million passengers in 2011.

Serving 50 destinations in 23 countries on a Boeing 737-800 fleet with the average age of just 2.51 years, Pegasus expanded its international network during 2011 with new routes into the Balkans, the Baltics and the Middle East.

Visit : www.flypgs.com. Contact : Ceyda S Pekenc at ceyda@redmintcomms.co.uk
The Global Sustainable Tourism Council

The Global Sustainable Tourism Council is a global initiative dedicated to promoting sustainable tourism efforts around the world. 

The organisation works to expand understanding of and access to sustainable tourism practices; helps identify and generate markets for sustainable tourism; educates about and advocates for a set of universal principles.

Amadeus, Melia, Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd, Sabre Holdings and TUI Travel are among the first group to be recognised by GSTC as publicly committing to promoting sustainable tourism products and services.

Visit : www.gstcouncil.org. Contact: Erika Harms at Eharms@unfoundation.org.

AITO

AITO operators and AITO Specialist Travel Agents are to hold their joint overseas conference in Madeira between Portugal, as the setting for their 2012 joint overseas conference between 14-17 June 2012.

The conference is sponsored by Madeira Promotion Bureau.

Visit : www.aitoagents.com and www.visitmadeira.pt.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Oxford Official Guided Walking Tour

The Oxford Official Guided Walking Tour Programme features an extensive programme of themed tours to the city in English and in German, Spanish and French.

New for 2012 are Oxford's Olympic History and the Plaques of Oxford tours. 

Visit : www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com. Contact : Susi Golding on sgolding@oxford.gov.uk.

G Adventures

G Adventures is an adventure-travel company offering affordable small-group tours, safaris and expeditions to more than 100 countries on all seven continents. 

The authentic and sustainable approach to small-group travel introduces travellers to the highlights of a destination while offering the freedom to explore it on their own. 

Visit : www.gadventures.com. Contact: Casey Mead at caseym@gadventures.com.

The Southern Spirit, Australia

The Southern Spirit is an exclusive six day/five night rail journey from Adelaide or Melbourne to Brisbane, and vice versa, covering 2,810 kms as it winds its way through four states – South Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and Queensland.

Visit : www.greatsouthernrail.com.au. Contact : Jovanka Ristich  at jovanka@independent-pr.co.uk.

Amari Ludhiana, India 

 

ONYX Hospitality  will run the  127-suite Amari Ludhiana, which will open in the second half of 2012 in the business capital of the Punjab.

Located on Canal Road, a major bypass road in the city, the hotel will be the largest hotel in the Punjab.

 

Visit www.onyx-hospitality.com. Contact: Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfour.com.

Rabbie’s Small Group Tours

Following almost 20 years of success in Scotland, independent small-group tour operator, Rabbie’s Small Group Tours, has turned its sights to London by launching its first range of tours departing from the Capital in May 2012.

Rabbie’s offers London’s visitors the opportunity to explore some of the country’s most iconic and spectacular scenery with two to five day tours including Oxford, Snowdonia, Dartmoor, Bath, the Cotswolds, Devon and Cornwall. 

Travelling in Mercedes mini-coaches with a maximum of just 16 passengers, the new tours will take guests off the beaten track to experience the real England, its people, history, legends and culture. 
Visit : www.rabbies.com. Contact : Jonathan Perkins at Jonathan.Perkins@freshwater-uk.com. 
PlanetWildlife

PlanetWildlife is a leading provider of diverse wildlife travel and tours around the world.

The PlanetWildlife website features over 300 itineraries to Africa, India, and South America, including a range of photography safaris, hiking expeditions and bird-watching trips including ocean cruises to the Arctic and Antarctica.

Visit : www.PlanetWildlife.com. Contact : Karen Luard at  kp@kpcommunications.co.uk.

Grand Canyon Skywalk

Located at Grand Canyon West’s Eagle Point, the Skywalk is the only place where visitors can step out onto a glass walkway nearly 4,000 feet above the floor of the Grand Canyon. 

The other four are : 

· Henderson Waves Pedestrian Bridge, Singapore

· Millau Viaduct, Millau, France

· Ponte della Costituzione, Venice, Italy

· Langkawi Sky Bridge, Langkawi, Malaysia

Grand Canyon West is a collection of viewpoints and attractions spread over 9000 acres of the Grand Canyon’s West Rim in Northwest Arizona, 120 miles east of Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Visit : www.hualapaitourism.com. Contact: Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk.

Shark Reef Encounter

Shark Reef Encounter at the SEA LIFE London Aquarium feature a shoal of over twenty of the creatures including two 2.8m long brown sharks and a group of sleek black tip reef sharks.

Visit : www.visitsealife.com/London. Contact : Amy Williams at amy@freerange.eu.

G Adventures launches G-Plus

 

G Adventures has expanded its range of 'comfort' tours with the launch of  G-Plus, which offers more than 150 tours in 33 countries.

Led by local 'chief experience officers' the tours include arrival transfers, more meals and trip activities; hand picked accommodation with extra amenities and services and upgraded transport including planes, trains and private vehicles.

G Adventures is an adventure-travel operator offering small-group tours, safaris and expeditions to more than 100 countries.

Visit www.gadventures.com. Contact : Casey Mead at  caseym@gadventures.com. 

Green loons

Sustainable travel company Greenloons has added Alaska and Galapagos cruises and land operators in Sweden and Patagonia to its portfolio.

Visit : www.greenloons.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com. 

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Marco Polo Challenge , Korčula Island, Croatia

 

The Marco Polo Challenge 2012 triathlon takes place on 28 April on Korcula, considered Croatia’s island of culture.The event is named after the merchant traveller who spent his childhood years on this adriatic island.

 

Visit : www.marcopolochallenge.com. Contact : Kate Hall at k.hall@whitetigerpr.com.

Picasso and Modern British Art, Tate Britain, London

15 February to 15 July 2012

In February 2012 Tate Britain will stage the first exhibition to explore Pablo Picasso's lifelong connections with Britain.

The exhibition will explore Picasso's rise in Britain as a figure of controversy and celebrity, tracing the ways in which his work was exhibited and collected here during his lifetime.

Visit www.Tate.org.uk.  Contact  : Selina Jones at pressoffice@tate.org.uk

Spring events in Salzburg 

Easter Festival Salzburg

31 March to 9 April 2012:

Opera: „Carmen“, G. Bizet; Orchestral concerts: Berliner Philharmoniker (Bruckner, Schumann, Berio, Fauré, Beethoven, Mahler). Visit : www.osterfestspiele-salzburg.at. 

St. George's fair

20 to 22 April 2012
The “Kirchweihfest” features market stalls on Kapitelplatz square and enactment of St George’s ride up to the castle. Visit : www.buergergarde-salzburg.at. 

Festival An Encounter
3 to 6 May 2012
Orchestra: Camerata Salzburg (Beethoven, Schubert, Woodborne, Mozart, Liszt, Enescu, Bartók). Visit : www.mozarteum.at an www.camerata.at. 

Aspects Festival 2012

9 to 13May 2012


Festival of contemporary music.Visit : www.aspekte-salzburg.at. 

Salzburg Whitsun Festival

May 25 – 28, 2012
Opera: „Giulio Cesare in Egitto” von G. F. Händel, lecture: "Antony and Cleopatra" von W. Shakespeare. Visit : www.salzburgfestival.at. 
Festival for brass and wind music Salzburg
17 to 20 May 2012
Marching music concerts, traditional brass and wind music concerts, etc. Visit : www.future-events.at. 

Salzburg Literature Festival
30 May to 3 June 2012

Visit : www.literaturfest-salzburg.at. 
Visit : www.salzburg.info. For press trips to Salzburg contact : Bleckmann Gunda at Bleckmann@salzburg.info. 

Stranger events in England UK
Coal Carrying , Ossett, West Yorkshire

9 April 2012

Held each year on Easter Monday, the World Coal Carrying Contest is a test of strength and stamina in which participants carry 50kg (men) or 20kg (women) of coal over a mile-long uphill course. 

The contest dates back to 1963.

Visit : www.gawthorpe.ndo.co.uk/coal.htm

 

The Olimpicks, Dover's Hill, near Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire

1 June 2012

Started by local barrister Captain Robert Dover in 1612, the annual Cotswold Olimpicks attracts thousands of spectators and features some well-known countryside games such as tug-of-war, obstacle races and wrestling as well as a few stranger events - including shin-kicking. 

The two contestants first fill their trouser legs with straw - to help reduce the pain – before holding one another’s arms and kicking each other wearing steel toe-capped boots. 

This year marks the Olimpicks’ 400th anniversary.

Visit : www.olimpickgames.co.uk

 

Cheese Rolling, Brockworth, Gloucestershire 
4 June 2012

This annual event involves daredevils hurling themselves down the steep, grassy slopes in pursuit of Double Gloucester cheeses. 

The race starts with the master of ceremonies rolling a 4kg Double Gloucester cheese down the hill. On the whistle, competitors run, roll and somersault down the hill after it.

The event dates back to medieval times and is popular with international competitors. 

Visit : www.cheese-rolling.co.uk
 

Egg Throwing, Helpringham & Swaton, Lincolnshire

24 June 2012

In the annual World Egg Throwing Championships, contestants must construct a gravity-powered egg-hurling device to launch an egg to a waiting team member. 
To achieve points, the team member must either catch the egg unbroken or get struck by the egg. As the egg can be traveling at speeds of up to 120 mph this is particularly tricky and can be painful. Distances to be achieved start at 30 meters but can be extended up to 150 in the knock out competition. 

Visit : www.eggthrowing.com   

 
Pea Shooting, Witcham, Cambridgeshire

14 July 2012

This international event brings challengers from as far as New Zealand and the USA to compete for the World Pea Shooting trophy. 

Accuracy, not distance, is the aim of this competition, with contestants shooting a pea through a 12-inch tube, 12 feet towards a 12-inch target. 

Visit : www.eastcambs.gov.uk/tourism

Toe Wrestling,  Fenny Bentley, Ashbourne, Kent

25 August 2012, 

Each August the Bentley Brook Inn in Derbyshire hosts the Ben & Jerry's World Toe Wrestling Championship. 

Competitors locked their big toes together, and attempted to force their opponent’s foot to the ground. The organisers applied (unsuccessfully) in 1997 for its inclusion in the Olympic Games. 

Visit : www.bentleybrookinn.co.uk.

Gravy Wrestling, the Rose & Bowl Inn, Bacup, Rossendale, Lancashire

27 August 2012

The World Gravy Wrestling Championships take place annually as part of the Pennine Lancashire Festival of Food & Culture.

Teams slide around in lukewarm gravy and attempt to wrestle on another to the ground. Team members win points for pinning the opposition down in the gravy.

www.worldgravywrestling.com  

Black Pudding Throwing, Royal Oak, Bridge Street, Ramsbottom, Lancashire

9 September 2012

Lancashire is known for the production of black pudding along with tripe (cow’s stomach) and elder (steamed cows’ udder).

The aim is to throw a black pudding that has been wrapped in a pair of ladies tights at a collection of Yorkshire puddings on a plinth 20 feet up a tower built in the middle of the main street in Ramsbottom. 

Visit : www.ramsbottomonline.com.

 

The World Conker Championships, Ashton, near Oundle, Peterborough

14 October 2012

The World Conker Championships are held each year on the village green in Ashton, Peterborough and attract over 300 competitors attempting to become the King or Queen of Conkers. 

There are various categories for the knockout competition – ladies, men, teenagers and children. 

Visit : www.worldconkerchampionships.com
 

Contact: Yolanda Copes-Stepney at yolanda.copes-stepney@visitengland.org.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

South Dakota

South Dakota has five national parks, monuments and memorials as well as 54 state parks and recreation areas that allow visitors to experience the natural beauty of the state.

 In the southeast, Lewis and Clark State Recreation Area features three campgrounds, biking trails, sandy beaches and the largest marina in South Dakota. 

Palisades State Park features 50-foot cliffs composed of 1.2 billion-year-old Sioux quartzite, walking trails, campgrounds and historical sites. 

Travellers to the northeast region of the state can visit Fort Sisseton Historical State Park, an area where history enthusiasts can take a guided tour and walk among 14 original buildings while adventurers explore the waters by canoe or kayak. 

The state capitol of Pierre is located just below the Oahe Dam, Farm Island State Recreation Area and Oahe Downstream State Recreation Area allowing visitors to take in the Missouri River. 

Nearby Lake Oahe offers world-class walleye fishing and outdoor recreation. 

The western region of the state takes in the Badlands National Park, the Black Hills National Forest, Mount Rushmore National Memorial and the Custer State Park, Crazy Horse Memorial, Wind Cave National Park and Jewel Cave National Monument. 

Visit : www.travelsd.com. Contact : Maureen Droz at maureen.droz@state.sd.us. 
Canada and the Titanic 

During 2012, the focus of commemorations for the 100th anniversary of the sinking of the Titanic will be on two Canadian provinces: Newfoundland & Labrador and Nova Scotia.

The RMS Titanic was on her maiden voyage from Southampton to New York when, just before midnight on 14 April 1912, she struck an iceberg 380 miles southeast of Newfoundland. 

The White Star Liner, a celebrity among ships and dubbed the ‘unsinkable’ – sank. More than 1,500 of the 2,200 passengers and crew drowned. 

The survivors went on to New York, but the victims were taken to Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Newfoundland and Labrador

The closest land-based wireless station to receive the Titanic’s distress signals was the Marconi Marine Radio Station at Cape Race.
Opening this spring is a re-construction of the station named for the Myrick family, generations of whom worked there from 1874 to 2007. Find out how they coordinated rescue efforts; watch giant icebergs drifting south along ‘Iceberg Alley’.

In St. John’s, the Centre for Marine Simulation has a huge virtual reality production that recreates Titanic’s bridge, with actors, ocean and the menacing ice (April 15 through the summer). 

Also in St. John’s, the Johnson Geo Centre’s Titanic Story permanent exhibit analyses why the tragedy occurred, while The Rooms Provincial Museum has a collection of Titanic artefacts, documents and images, and a ‘virtual Titanic’ resource guide. 

The Ryan Hotel that was designed in the same style as the Grand Staircase on the Titanic, and fitted by the same craftsmen. 

Visit : www.newfoundlandlabrador.com and www.ryanmansion.com.

Nova Scotia 

The Titanic story remains an important part of Halifax’s history. 

Halifax was the closest major port to the 1912 sinking and all the recovered bodies were brought to Halifax, along with many pieces of the wreckage. 

In Halifax, at the Maritime Museum of the Atlantic, Titanic: The Unsinkable Ship is an exhibit of the world's finest collection of the liner’s wooden artefacts, from an iconic, near perfectly-preserved deckchair to a heartrending pair of child’s shoes.

In 2012, the Titanic Memorial Cruises, sailing between Southampton and New York, will dock in Halifax.

Visit : www.novascotia.com/titanic and www.titanicmemorialcruise.co.uk
Contact : Tanya Hillman at tanya.hillman@kbc-pr.com

Alacati, Turkey

The historical town of Alacati on Turkey's Aegean coast with its old Ottoman houses and cobbled streets lined with pavements cafes, and virtually unknown by foreign holidaymakers, is now included in Green Island Holidays’ portfolio.

Many of the town's old Ottoman houses have been converted into boutique hotels including the newly opened Beyevi and the Morro, built recently in a style sympathetic to its historical setting in the centre of town.   

Others include the converted pasha’s palace Nars Ilica; Alacati’s first ever boutique hotel, Tas; the larger Solto Alacati and Cadde 75, a modern hotel.
Visit :  www.greenislandholidays.com. Contact : Hulya Soylu at greenisland@redmintcomms.co.uk.
The  Chamorro cultural theme park, Guam

Guam is the largest of the Mariana Islands located in the western Pacific Ocean.

Guam’s first Chamorro cultural theme park recreates Chamorro life 500 years ago.

Chamorros are Guam’s first inhabitants. Lina’la’ Park rests on an actual Chamorro village, dating over 1,000 years ago.

Latte stones, pottery, and other artifacts reveal that villagers lived there until the beginning of the Spanish era in the 17th century.

The park features a visitor center displaying cultural artifacts and a brief film about the Chamorro creation belief.

A nature walk filled with tropical flowers, medicinal plants, and fruit trees leads visitors to the recreation of an ancient Chamorro village.

Visit : www.guampedia.com and www.visitguam.com. Contact :  Jessica Peterson at jpeterson@visitguam.org.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Meliá Hotels in Mallorca

Meliá Hotels International’s comprehensive regeneration project in Magalluf, one of the most popular tourist destinations in Mallorca, will open in June 2012.
The Calvià Beach Resort by Sol Hotels will encompass the Sol Antillas, Sol Barbados, the Royal Beach and Mallorca Beach.The project will also see the regeneration of the beachfront area.

Visit : www.solmelia.com/hotels. Contact : Anita Keshi at anita@katchpr.com. 

The Manor House Hotel, Moreton-in-Marsh, UK 

The Manor House Hotel, Moreton-in-Marsh has won Silver in the Small Hotel of the Year category at the South West Tourism Excellence Awards.

The Manor House Hotel is located in Moreton-in-Marsh, the largest town in the North Cotswolds.  A gateway to the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, Moreton provides a great base from which to explore Stratford-upon-Avon, Oxford, the picturesque local towns of Chipping Campden and Stow-on-the-Wold, as well as surrounding villages.
The four-star Manor House Hotel is housed in an historic 16th century building and has just 35 rooms.

Highlights include The Mulberry Restaurant with its two AA Rosettes, The Beagle Bar & Brasserie and the sheltered gardens, where Apple Cottage, a luxurious suite with its own sitting room is located.

The Manor House is run by Cotswold Inns & Hotels, which is an independent collection of properties housed in historic buildings that have been refurbished with contemporary touches.
Visit : www.cotswold-inns-hotels.co.uk/manor. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

Andaz Liverpool Street, London 

Andaz Liverpool Street is running a series of themed afternoon tea between February and June this year, in honour of the Queen’s Jubilee. 

Andaz Liverpool Street is the first property of the lifestyle brand of Hyatt Hotels International.

It opened in 2007 and was followed by Andaz West Hollywood in 2009, Andaz Wall Street in 2010, Andaz San Diego and Andaz 5th Avenue in 2010 and Andaz Shanghai in 2011. 

Future openings include: 
· Andaz Hawaii

· Andaz Austin

· Andaz Costa Rica

· Andaz Sanya Sunny Bay

· Andaz Delhi

· Andaz Turks & Caicos, and 

· Andaz Amsterda

Visit : www.andaz.com. Contact : Amber Greenwood at Amber.Greenwood@luchfordapm.com.
Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay Six Senses Spa

The Kempinski Hotel Barbaros Bay Six Senses Spa has been selected amongst the “Best 10 Hotel Spas in Europe, Asia Minor & Russian Federation” by the Readers of Condé Nast Traveller. 

Kempinski Hotels, Europe’s oldest luxury hotel group has 66 five-star hotels in 29 countries.

Visit : www.kempinski.com. Contact : Gizem Oflazoglu at gizem.oflazoglu@kempinski.com.

Park Hyatt Ningbo Resort and Spa, China

The Park Hyatt Ningbo Resort and Spa in the eastern coastal city of Ningbo, China has opened.

Ningbo, a prosperous city with a history of foreign trade dating back to the 7th century, is a two-and-a-half hour drive from Shanghai.

Located on the banks of Dong Qian Lake, one of the most scenic areas in the region, the Park Hyatt Ningbo Resort and Spa is surrounded by tea plantations, ancient Buddhist temples, caves and stone carvings, and working fishing villages—a landscape that is reminiscent of a classical Chinese painting.

Visit www.hyatt.com. Contact : Emma Powell at emma@grifcopr.com.

The Churchill Hyatt Regency, London

The Churchill is opening its Limited Edition Saatchi Gallery Suite enabling  guests will sleep among a collection of Saatchi Gallery works.

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact Henny Frazer at henny.frazer@hyatt.com.

Palacio Nazarenas, Peru

 

Orient-Express will open  Palacio Nazarenas, its sixth hotel in Peru, in June 2012.The hotel is in a former 16th century convent and Senzo, the new restaurant, will only serve carefully prepared locally sourced Andean cuisine, a first for the city. 

Visit : www.palacionazarenas.com. Contact Sara Mirza at sara.mirza@orient-express.com. 

Generator Hostels

European hostel chain, Generator Hostels, has a hostel in Hamburg, Germany - the 6th in its portfolio.

The company has invested 30 million euro in the renovation of the building providing free Wi-Fi in all communal areas, a coffee shop and outdoor terrace and bar.The 684-bed hostel is located in the Klockmann-House, where the Beatles, recorded nine songs in the 1960s.

Generator Hostels caters for backpackers with hostels located in central Berlin, Copenhagen, Dublin, Hamburg, London and Venice,

Visit : www.generatorhostels.com. Contact: Kate Axelby at generatorhostels@lewispr.com.

Andaz 5th Avenue, New York

Andaz 5th Avenue has added artist Claudia Gold, known as Claw Money, to its art initiative.

The hotel now has four artists; Claw Money, John Hung Ha, Mister Cartoon, and M.Dreeland, who each as painted their “View of New York – Today” on the doors leading to the bar downstairs, located on the Fifth Avenue.

Andaz 5th Avenue faces the iconic New York Public Library and is steps away from Bryant Park in the heart of mid-town.  

Visit www.andaz5thavenue.com. Contact : Charlotte Hill at charlotte@grifcopr.com.

The May Fair, London

Situated in the heart of London's Mayfair, the  May Fair Hotel was first opened by King George V in 1927 and was once owned by the filmmaking Danziger Brothers.

It has been recog nised for having “The Best Hotel Bar in London” by The Evening Standard. 

Visit : www.themayfairhotel.co.uk. Contact :Dora Reeves at Dora@mason-williams.com.

Grand Oasis Palm And Oasis Palm Resorts, Cancun, Mexico

Oasis Hotels & Resorts has reopened the Grand Oasis Palm and Oasis Palm resorts following a refurbishment program.The new resorts are situated on a protected stretch of beach and have been repositioned as family resorts.

Oasis Hotels & Resorts operates seven properties in Cancun including the Grand Oasis Cancun, Oasis Cancun, Sens Del Mar, Grand Oasis Palm, Oasis Palm, Oasis America, and Sens America.

Visit www.oasishotels.com. Contact : Jane Coloccia at janecoloccia@gmail.com

The Gran Meliá Rome Villa Agrippina

The Gran Meliá Rome Villa Agrippina hotel will open near to the Eternal City during in April 2012.

Located in the centre of the city by the Tiber River, the hotel will be surrounded by shops and monuments such as the Coliseum, Saint Peter's Basilica, the Castel Sant'Angelo, Piazza Navona and the Oratorio del Gonfalone, all within easy walking distance. 

Visit : www.solmelia.com.  Contact : Contact : Anita Keshi at anita@katchpr.com. 
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Norfolk Hideaways, which provides luxury self-catering holiday cottages along the north Norfolk coastline will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk Contact : Kate Morfoot at kate@junglepr.com.

· The DoubleTree by Hilton Newcastle International Airport provides review accommodation to Alliance members.Visit : www.newcastleinternationalairport.doubletree.com. Contact : Claire Buchan at claire@sortedpr.com
· Newmarket Racecourses offers Alliance members a day at the races, the food and entertainment. Visit : www.newmarketracecourses.co.uk. Contact : Rachael at Rachael@junglepr.com
· Warwick Castle, Warwickshire, UK invites Alliance members with a partner or friend to get tickets to spend a day at Warwick Castle. Visit : www.warwick-castle.co.uk. Contact : Rosie.Beale@whitetigerpr.com. 
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Terms & Conditions:

· subject to availability at time of booking

· valid rental & booking period: Jan 1st - Dec 31, 2011 

· offer valid for car rentals in Switzerland, Italy, France & Monaco, Germany

· applies to all car categories and Elite Rent-a-Car rental tariffs (Shopping/Tradition)

· blackout period for complimentary car upgrade is 1 July to 15 September 15 to 31 December 2011

· Elite Rent to be mentioned and contacts included in fact box of subsequent editorial feature

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 112 : mid-February 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Hidden Pousadas Brazil

The word Pousada means “place to land” or “place to stay”, and there are thousands of them throughout Brazil. 

The term encompasses places which in other places would be considered bed and breakfasts, or guesthouses/inns- as well as much more sophisticated places, more akin to boutique hotels.  They are usually small, and very few in this guide will have more than 11 suites; some only have three or four. 

Hidden Pousadas Brazil offers independent travellers to Brazil with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay.

Alliance members planning press trips to Brazil outside of high season can arrange visits to pousadas.

Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.

One Giant leap

The Hyatt Regency London - The Churchill is partnering with the Saatchi Gallery,

London’s leading contemporary art gallery, to stage a series of three exhibitions at the hotel throughout 2012.

One Giant Leap, has works drawn from the Saatchi Gallery.s collection displayed throughout the hotel.

Highlights of the first exhibition are :

· Martin Honert.s Reisen, a sculpture of two giants, each almost 3-metres high, who appear to have stumbled into the hotel

· a series of small paintings featuring children, teenagers and young athletes by the highly acclaimed painter Chantal Joffe
· Christina Mackie.s life-size hippopotamus

· two paintings by Dexter Dalwood in which he imagines what you might find if you were invited into the homes of Liberace and the Queen, and 
· Stella Vine.s homage to Margaret Thatcher and her husband Denis.

The Hyatt Regency London - The Churchill will be interested in providing accommodation for Alliance members able to review the One Giant Leap initiative.
Visit : www.london.churchill.hyatt.com. Contact : Henny Frazer at henny.frazer@hyatt.com. 
Pierre & Vacances’ spa and ski residences in the French Alps

The Pierre & Vacances group features 120 ski residences and hotels in over 40 major ski resorts across the French Alps and Pyrenees.

Ski enthusiasts who also like to treat themselves to an après-ski treatment can book accommodation at one of Pierre & Vacances’ spa and ski residences in the French Alps including :

Le Village, Les Arcs 1950

 

Le Village is a Savoyard-style district offering eight Premium residences with apartments having a balcony or terrace overlooking the village or the mountain. 

The newly launched ‘Deep Nature Spa’ is located in the lower part of the resort and is designed in the style of a cave with walls made up of rock and timber. 

Les Hauts Bois, Aime-La-Plagne

The ski in ski out residence is located in the Paradiski area.

Les Fermes de Méribel

The recently renovated Les Fermes de Méribel is in the centre of Méribel Village.Its six chalets made of wood and stone have ski in ski out facilities, a balcony or terrace.

Visit : www.pierreetvacances.co.uk. 

For press trip information contact : Jenny Groutage jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco

Experience the best in San Francisco sailing on the beautiful San Francisco Bay with Adventure Cat Sailing Charters. 
ACS’s sunset sails and relaxing afternoon Bay cruises are the way to see the breathtaking San Francisco cityscape and San Francisco's top sightseeing attractions.

Consistently voted among the top five things to do in San Francisco, CA. Adventure Cat Sailing combines the romance of The City with the adventure of the sea.
Adventure Cat Sailing will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers.

Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com. 


 Teva's SS12 Water Range

Adventure shoe brand Teva® , a division of Deckers Outdoor, has introduced a range of wet conditions foot ware for trekking, wakeskating, kayaking and rafting.

Among the range :

· the Teva Fuse-Ion is a sneaker-styled, ripstop and mesh water shoe 

· the Teva Gnarkosi is an aggressively styled wakeskating and casual wear shoe

· designed in collaboration with professional wakeskaters, and 

· the Cherry Bomb 2 is a specialist kayaking and rafting boot endorsed by 

· the US National Raft Team. 

Visit : www.teva.com. To request reivew products contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk. 
Great Country Pubs in England's south east

Great Country Pub by Tourism South East, is a new membership-based organisation dedicated to highlighting dedicated to English inns located throughout Kent, East Sussex, West Sussex, Isle of Wight, Hampshire, Surrey, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire.

The organisation and a new website forms the platform for Tourism South East’s new  Great Country Pubs campaign. Media visits are available for review purposes.

Visit: www.greatcountrypubs.com. Contact : Claire Winsor at claire@humewhitehead.co.uk.

Creative Nonfiction, Australia

Creative Nonfiction (www.creativenonfiction.org), in association with Tashmadada (www.tashmadada.com), seeks new essays for a special Australia issue.

The publication is looking for a variety of perspectives and will consider essays of all forms and focuses as long as Australia’s landscape, people, and/or culture are prominently featured; the stories are true and submissions are previously unpublished.

Submissions will be judged by Lee Gutkind (USA) and Leah Kaminsky (AUS) and the Writers Conversation is sponsoring two cash prizes:

· $6,500 (AUD) for Best Essay, 

· $2,500 (AUD) for Best Essay by an Australian Writer

All other submissions will be considered by the judges for inclusion in Creative Nonfiction #46: Australia, which will be launched at the 2012 Melbourne Writers Festival (www.mwf.com.au).

To submit :visit: www.creativenonfiction.org.

International press trips to Birmingham

The city of Birmingham is looking to work with journalists of international publications to generate awareness of the city as a UK weekend break. 

 

Birmingham has been named as one of the top 20 places to visit in 2012 by the New York Times.

Alliance members who write for an international outlet in Europe or the USA and would like to be considered for a media visit will :

· enjoy Birmingham for a weekend of fine dining, arts, performance and relaxation

· stay at Staying Cool, the city’s 5* apartments in the Rotunda, an iconic building with panoramic views

· enjoy the newly opened rooftop champagne bar at the Cube

· visit the Jewellery Quarter, which produces more jewellery than anywhere else in Britain

· dine at some of the city’s top Michelin-starred restaurants, the city with more Michelin stars than any other English regional city, and 

· take a short trip away from historic centres of Stratford upon Avon, Kenilworth and Warwick

Visit :  www.visitbirmingham.com. Contact : Rebecca Cleaver| at rebeccac@hillsbalfour.com.

Luxury Backpackers guides

Luxury Backpackers guides are available in download version or as hard copy and can also be purchased as individual sections.

Alliance members are invited to request review copies.

Visit : www.luxurybackpackers.com. Contact : Jill Nash at jill@luxurybackpackers.com.

Norfolk Hideaways, UK 

Norfolk Hideaways specialises in providing luxury self-catering holiday cottages along the north Norfolk coastline  from traditional fisherman’s cottages to country houses sleeping up to 16 people.

Norfolk Hideaways will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. 

Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk Contact : Kate Morfoot at kate@junglepr.com.

Newmarket Racecourses

Newmarket Racecourses is the historic ‘Home of Racing.’  As well as two Racecourses, the majestic Rowley Mile and the quintessentially English July Course, the destination has exceptional restaurants, a wide selection of bookable private spaces and, of course, world class racing with 38 days of flat racing each year. 

As well as this Newmarket Racecourses play host to world-class music nights, where Tom Jones, James Blunt and Madness have all featured! 

Visit : www.newmarketracecourses.co.uk. To review a day at the races, the food and entertainment contact Rachael@junglepr.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Hyatt Regency Hotel – The Churchill 

Situated in the heart of the West End, with views over Portman Square, this five-star hotel is perfectly placed for London’s main shopping areas and tourist attractions. The business district is also within easy access. 

Each of the hotel’s well-appointed guest rooms and suites offer extreme comfort in elegant surroundings.  Guests can enjoy European seasonal dishes in The Montagu which was recently award two AA rosettes, award-winning Italian cuisine at Locanda Locatelli and cocktails in The Churchill Bar. 

This luxurious hotel has strong links with the contemporary art world and is currently displaying works of art from the Saarchi Gallery.  It offers the highest levels of standards and service.



Visit : www.london.churchill.hyatt.com. Contact : Henny
Frazer at henny.frazer@hyatt.com. 
Destination Resorts, Malaysia

Destination Resorts was formed by the Malaysian Government’s investment arm to develop premier integrated lifestyle resorts and hotels to enhance Malaysia’s tourism portfolio. 

Its investment portfolio comprises of the development of Desaru Coast and Teluk Datai projects, including the internationally renowned The Datai, Langkawi which will be further complemented by development of world-class resorts and residences nestled between the lush rainforest and stunning waters of the Andaman Sea. 

Desaru Coast, a beach-front integrated resort development that spans across 17 kilometers, located at the Southern region of Malaysia in the state of Johor, promises an array of luxury resorts amidst a retail shopping arcade, convention centre, attractions and two golf courses designed by distinguished golfers, Ernie Els and Vijay Singh.

Visit : www.destinationresorts.com. Contact : Yin May Lau at communications@destinationresorts.com.my. 

Tourism South East (USA)

Tourism South East is a membership-based organisation, working to the principles of ‘not-for-profit’, reinvesting any surplus for industry benefit.  

It offers a mix of tourism services – our widely-based membership packages; our marketing, domestic and international, PR and web promotions and contract services; our training and skills development courses, our research and insight services, and our support for and direct management of Tourist Information Centres.  

It works with a whole variety of partners – private, public and third sector – to ensure tourism brings optimum benefit to visitors, operators and local communities alike.

Visit : www.tourismsoutheast.com. Contact : Katy Bell at kbell@tourismse.com.

The Fox Cities, Wisconsin (USA)


The Fox Cities offer Wisconsin’s best shopping getaway. Come for a weekend of shopping, some family fun or a relaxing urban retreat. 

Enjoy the culture, dining and nightlife in Appleton, the historic charm of Neenah, and the riches of our 18 communities along the shores of Lake Winnebago and the Fox River.


Visit : www.foxcities.org. Contact : Pam Seidl at pseidl@foxcities.org. 


Exploratorium (USA)

The Exploratorium is a museum of science, art, and human perception located in San Francisco, California. 

The Exploratorium believes that following your curiosity and asking questions leads to amazing moments of discovery, learning, and awareness, and can increase confidence in your ability to understand how the world works. 

The Exploratorium also believe that being playful and having fun is an important part of the process for people of all ages.


Visit : www.exploratorium.edu. Contact : pubinfo@exploratorium.edu. 

Janice
Liverseidge (UK)

Janice is an industry qualified and registered tourist guide for London and surrounding areas. Member of the Institute of Tour Guiding and Association of Professional Tour Guides. Specialist areas are Georgian London, music, architecture, food and wine tours.


Visit : www.rsm.ac.uk. Contact : Janice Liverseidge at janice.liverseidge@rsm.ac.uk
Orientarsi

Orientarsi is an international  travel consultant specialising in custom designed travel in Italy and South France.

Visit : www.orientarsi.org. Contact :  Dario Canuto at orientarsi@gmail.com.

Grenada

Grenada is the spice island of the Caribbean.  

Famed for its warm welcome to travellers and offering a myriad of holiday experiences.  

Get active in the rainforest, trek our lakes, snorkel and dive some of the most intriguing life size statues and wrecks in the region.  Indulge your senses at our spice plantations and historic rum factories.

Taste authentic Caribbean food; from haute cuisine to the Fish Fridays outdoor street party. 

Grenada’s hotels are almost all owner managed and boutique in style, and to make sure the authentic experiences does not change no building can be taller than a palm tree.

Visit : www.grenadagrenadines.com. Contact : Sharon Bernstein at sharon@eyes2market.co.uk. 
Seatplans.com

Seatplans.com offers helpful advice on all classes of air travel with accurate seat plans, comprehensive seat statistics, reader and editorial flight reviews and independent news. 

Whether you want to find the best place to sit on your next flight or review the experience for others to read, Seatplans.com is your go to air travel resource: www.seatplans.com



Visit : www.seatplans.com. Contact : Scott Carey at scarey101@panaceapublishing.com. 
Travel Media Leads

Travel Media Leads service connects travel editors and writers with travel businesses and organizations. 

Submit your travel editorial needs to the weekly editorial placement leads newsletter. Receive high quality responses from a variety of travel businesses and organizations that match your request.



Visit : www.travelmedialeads.com. Contact : Paul McKenzie at paul@travelmedialeads.com. 
Agencies

Scarlet Green Consulting (UK)


Sales development, marketing and event management consultancy specialised in the hospitality and tourism industry.


Visit : www.scarletgreenconsulting.com. Contact : Sandrine Contier-Lawrie at sandrineclawrie@scarletgreenconsulting.com.

Spring O’Brien (USA)

Spring O’Brien is a public relations and online marketing agency that develops and implements strategic partnerships and communications programs. It has affiliate agencies in select US and Canadian cities. 

Along the way they have developed specializations in a broad range of disciplines: travel, real estate, financial services, financial technology, and economic development.

Visit : www.spring-obrien.com. Contact : Lauren Kaufman at info@spring-obrien.com. 


Carbonnier Communications

Carbonnier Communications is a boutique marketing and PR firm specializing in wine and food.  Our clients include the Cognac Bureau of France, Chateau Palmer, the Comté Cheese Association, Wines of Jura, Plaimont Producteurs, and Return to Terroir.
Visit : www.carbonniercommunications.com. Contact : Nicki Sizemore at nicki@carbonniercommunications.com.

Afandco (USA)

Afandco is a hospitality marketing and public relatons firm that represents hotels, restaurants and chefs in the Bay Area and around the country.

Visit : www.afandco.com. Contact : Andrew Freeman at andrew@afandco.com. 
Brazen PR

Brazen is a PR agency with various travel clients and can assist in press trips for all journalists with commissions. UK, Europe and worldwide opportunities with variety of clients. feature copy, expert opinions and imagery.

Visit : www.brazenpr.com. Contact : Emma Trimble at emmat@brazenpr.com. 
Formula PR (USA)

Formula is a national public relations boutique with offices on both coasts and premier clients across the country. It serves clients in five sectors: consumer products and services; business technology; lifestyle; sports and entertainment; and travel and hospitality.

Visit : www.formulapr.com. Contact : Ashley Miller at miller@formulapr.com. 
Turtle PR

Turtle PR is new agency, providing fresh PR solutions to travel and lifestyle clients.



Visit : www.turtle-pr.com. Contact : Leila Stocker at leila@turtle-pr.com

Gregory White PR 

Gregory White PR is a full-service, multi-lingual public relations agency specializing in food, wine, beverage, travel, hospitality and lifestyle
.

Visit : www.gregorywhitepr.com. Contact : Donna White at donna@gregorywhitepr.com. 

	News


Prestige Holidays, Bermuda

Prestige Holidays has published it's 2012 Bermuda brochure featuring the Grotto Bay Resort, return economy midweek flights with British Airways from London Gatwick, room only accommodation and ring private VIP airport taxi transfers. 

Visit : www.prestigeholidays.co.uk.  Liz Blakeborough at  Liz@blakeborough.com

The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon UK

The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club in Stratford-upon-Avon has completed the second phase of its £2.2 million major refurbishment. 

Located on the outskirts of Stratford-upon-Avon, the luxury country house hotel is five minutes from junction 15 of the M40. 

Visit : www.welcombehotelstratford.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinall at :

tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk

Hebridean Island Cruises 

Hebridean Island Cruises has been named ‘Best Cruise’ by the Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report.

Visit : visit www.hebridean.co.uk. Contact : Leanne Gosford at Leanne.gosford@sirencomms.com.

ExperiencePlus! Bicycle Tours 

ExperiencePlus! Bicycle Tours celebrates it's 40th anniversary in 2012.

Launched in Italy in 1972 the Colorado-based company now offers global cycling tours to 20 countries on five continents. 

Tours during 2012 will take in Argentina, Australia, Austria, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Croatia, France, Greece, Hungary, India, Italy, New Zealand, Poland, Slovakia, Spain, Turkey, United Kingdom, USA and Vietnam.

Visit : www.experienceplus.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

Sevierville, Tennessee

Located at the foothills of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park Sevierville, Tennessee offers luxurious cabin lodging coupled with outdoor experiences and traditional southern cooking.

For a real Smoky Mountain experience there's the chance to visit Ole Smoky Moonshine, Tennessee’s first legal moonshine distillery.

Sevierville is Dolly Parton’s hometown and the base for the Dollywood theme park and the Titanic museum, which is celebrating the 100th anniversary throughout 2012.

Visit : www.visitsevierville.com. Contact : Jay Kirkpatrick at Jay@sweetmagnoliatours.com. 

Turnbury, Scotland

Turnberry, a Luxury Collection Resort in Scotland, has been listed in the TripAdvisor 2012 Travellers' Choice Award in the ‘Top 25 Luxury Hotels in the United Kingdom’. 

The resort, located on the rugged Ayrshire coast, was the top ranked Scottish resort in the results.

 

Visit : www.turnberryresort.co.uk. Contact : Vicky Hayes at vicky.hayes@brightergroup.com. 

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide

Starwood Hotels & Resorts Worldwide plans to open an 80 hotels in 2012 with new hotels opening in Asia Pacific, Latin America, the Middle East, Africa and Europe.  

Visit : www.starwoodhotels.com. Contact :  Imelda  McAloon at Imelda.McAloon@starwoodhotels.com. 
	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Flanders’ Battlefields and Ghent

 

The West Flanders region of Belgium is improving the tourism infrastructure for the Battlefield region in preparation of the Commemoration of the Great War centenary in 2014. 

Investment in a number of museums, sites and war memorials will be taking place over the next couple of years starting with the In Flanders Field Museum which is currently being renovated and is due for re-opening in June 2011.

 

As well as the battlefield heritage, the area also boasts a thriving brewing culture with local breweries, hop cultivation and some of the best brews in Flanders. 

Visit : www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : contact press@visitflanders.co.uk.

Shark Reef Encounter, London

Shark Reef Encounter at the SEA LIFE London Aquarium feature a shoal of over twenty of the creatures including two 2.8m long brown sharks and a group of sleek black tip reef sharks. 

Visit : www.visitsealife.com/London. Contact : Amy Williams at amy@freerange.eu.
The Chamorro cultural theme park, Guam

Guam is the largest of the Mariana Islands located in the western Pacific Ocean and its first Chamorro cultural theme park recreates Chamorro life 500 years ago. 

Chamorros are Guam’s first inhabitants. Lina’la’ Park rests on an actual Chamorro village, dating over 1,000 years ago. 

Latte stones, pottery, and other artifacts reveal that villagers lived there until the beginning of the Spanish era in the 17th century.

The park features a visitor center displaying cultural artifacts and a brief film about the Chamorro creation belief. A nature walk filled with tropical flowers, medicinal plants, and fruit trees leads visitors to the recreation of an ancient Chamorro village.

Visit : www.guampedia.com and www.visitguam.com. Contact :  Jessica Peterson at jpeterson@visitguam.org.

The American Civil War Trails

The American Civil War Trails are now documented in a new brochure which features routes through of the Southern States, including West Virginia.

The trails have been designed to attract and guide history buffs to the region wand include museums, historic small towns, plantations, and military cemeteries that can be visited.  

In Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, abolitionist John Brown began a raid, which many consider to be the beginning of the war.  

Visit : www.civilwartrails.org. Contact :  Jane Wilson at wv@attachecommunications.co.uk. 
National Trust winter walks (UK)

 

With more than 250,000 hectares of countryside and 710 miles of coastline across England, Wales and Northern Ireland there are plenty of opportunities to enjoy the great outdoors with the National Trust. 

The charity also looks after for more than 300 houses and gardens, from workers cottages to stately homes, preserving buildings and the stories of the people who lived there

 

The National Trust runs a large number of guided walks during early 2012.

 

Visit : www.nationaltrust.org.uk. Contact : Phillip Harper at  phillip.harper1@nationaltrust.org.uk. 

Yoga in the Dolomites

The silence of yoga has been added to the Dolomite Mountains srl portfolio.

Instructor Egon Castlunger is a certified Hatha Yoga teacher, Zen Shiatsu practitioner, Heilpraktiker, and hiking guide. 

Dolomite Mountains srl is the only local company in the Dolomites specialising in adventure travel.

Visit : www.dolomitemountains.com/en. Contact: Alexia Nestora at alexia@lassocommunications.com. 

Voyages of Discovery

Luxury small cruise ship mv Discovery has added The Frankincense Trail and Oman to the Holy Land to its 2012 itinerary.

The Frankincense Trail takes in the ‘Desert Kingdom’, the Lost City of Ubar and Lawrence of Arabia’s Petra calling at Salalah (Oman), Sharm-el-Sheikh (Egypt), Aqaba (Jordan) and the final port of Safaga (Egypt).

Oman to the Holy Land cruises around historical hotspots such as Israel, Cyprus and Turkey calling at Salalah (Oman), Sharm-el-Sheikh (Egypt), Aqaba (Jordan), Safaga (Egypt), Sharm-el-Sheikh (Egypt), Sokhna (Egypt), Ashdod (Israel), Haifa (Israel) and Limassol (Cyprus), Fethiye (Turkey), Kusadasi (Turkey) and the final port of Istanbul (Turkey).

Visit : www.voyagesofdiscovery.co.uk. Contact : Natalie Eales at natalie.eales@sirencomms.com.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 

Beaufort04, Flanders

31 March to 30 September 2012

This triennial art festival features work from European contemporary artists, with installations displayed in all of the nine Flemish coastal municipalities of Panne , Koksijde/Oostduinkerke , Nieuwpoort , Middelkerke/Westende , Ostend , Bredene, De Haan/Wenduine – Blankenberge , and Zeebrugge. 

Visit : www.beaufort04.be and www.visitflanders.co.uk. Contact : Anita at anita@visitflanders.co.uk.

Val d’Isère’s Classicaval Festival

13 to 15 March 2012

The Val d’Isère’s Classicaval Festival, brings internationallynacclaimed artists to the baroque church of Saint Bernard de Menthon.

Built in 1664, the enchanting church of Saint Bernard de Menthon makes a really memorable setting for the Classicaval Festival.

 

Visit : www.festival-classicaval.com and www.valdisere.com. Contact :Charlie Fox at Charlie@grifcopr.com.

Events in Guernsey

 

Guernsey is an island in the English Channel off the coast of Normandy, France and forms part of the Channel Islands.

Easter Festival of Living History

Friday 6 to Monday 9 April 

The Island’s rich and sometimes turbulent history is brought to life with the Guernsey History in Action Company’s vivid storytelling and performances at Castle Cornet. 

www.museum.guernsey.net  

Spring Floral Guernsey Festival

Saturday 14 to Sunday 22 April 

Experience Guernsey when the Island’s wildflowers are at their vibrant best with walks, talks and lectures.

www.floralguernsey.gg 
Liberation Day

Wednesday 9 May

This historic day marks Guernsey’s annual celebration of freedom and liberation from the occupying German forces in 1945. 

Guernsey Photography Festival

Thursday 24 May to Friday 22 June

Now in its third year, this month long photo-fecoined indoor and outdoor exhibitions featuring work by world photographers.

www.guernseyphotographyfestival.com 
Guernsey Festival of Comedy

Friday 25 May to Saturday 2 June

Nine days of laughter with cutting edge stand-up from UK and international comedians, comedy club evenings, classic film comedy, open mic nights and Edinburgh Festival previews. 

www.happyguernsey.com         

Guernsey Music Festival

Saturday 23 to Sunday 24 June

Returning to Guernsey after its successful launch saw it short-listed for Best New Festival at the UK Festival Awards. Visit : www. guernseyfestival.gg

Victor Hugo International Music Festival 
Monday 16 to Saturday 21 July

A biennial festival with performances from the world’s leading classical performers and brightest new stars. Visit : www.vhfestival.com/
Sark Sheep Racing

Friday 20 and Sunday 22 July 

A hugely popular and quirky event: a day at the races, Sark style with sheep and teddy bear jockeys.  Visit : www.sark.info 
Tennerfest

Monday 1 October to Sunday 11 November

Now in its 15th year diners on Guernsey can look forward to six weeks of menus created from the wealth of local produce, all starting from £10. Visit : www.tennerfest.com 
Visit www.visitguernsey.com. Contact : Sarah Heavens at sarah.heavens@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Events in Malta

The island of Malta is a Southern European country consisting of an archipelago situated in the centre of the Mediterranean, south of Sicily, east of Tunisia and north of Libya with Gibraltar to the west. Its capital is Valletta.

The island highlights its historic sites, cuisine and warm temperatures and annual events including :

Malta Carnival

17 to 21 February

Malta carnival, which runs throughout Malta is a long standing tradition, celebrating Malta’s history and culture. Visit : www.visitmalta.com/events.

The Malta International Fireworks Festival

29 April 2012

The Malta International Fireworks Festival, is a stunning display set to music and featuring a series of competitive displays by local firework factories. Visit : www.visitmalta.com/events 
The Isle of MTV

3 to 8 July 2012

The Isle of MTV is a free open air concert held in June for 50,000 revellers in the Il Fosos Square. It is the largest free European summer music event. Visit : www.isleofmtv.com 
The Malta Jazz Festival

19 to 21 July 202

Malta’s Jazz Festival held features a diverse mix of contemporary jazz styles, with performances from top international and Maltese artists.  The festival’s setting is at the historic Ta’Liesse wharf on Valletta’s Grand Harbour. Visit : www.maltajazzfestival.org
Notte Bianca

1 October 2012

The city of Valletget hosts the annual all-night Notte Bianca festival of art, cultmore in Valletta’s museums, historical buildings, private and public art galleries and other cultural institutions.

It is a mix of music, dance, film and theatre in a celebration of Maltese culture. Visit : nottebiancamalta.com.  

The Rolex Middle Sea Race

20 to 31 October 2012

The Mediterranean offshore Rolex Middle Sea Race sees thousands of spectators gathering around Malta’s Yacht Club to watch the yacht’s sail. Visit www.rolexmiddlesearace.com.

Air Malta

Air Malta, the National Airline, flies from 40 scheduled destinations in Europe, North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean.  

Visit : www.visitmalta.com and www.airmalta.com. Contact Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The bears on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada

Spring on Vancouver Island see the reawakening of the bears and an opportunity to view grizzly and Blackbeard as they emerge from winter's slumber. 

There's also the chance to spot wolves, bald eagles, waterfowl and warblers.

Visit : www.tiderip.com; www.Grizzlytours.com and www.Greatbeartours.com  

To read more story ideas from the Vancouver Island region visit www.hellobc.com/vancouverislandmedia. Contact Carla Mont at Carla.mont@gov.bc.ca.  

Family adventure vacations

Greenloons is a Virginia based company providing family vacation planners worldwide with information about responsible, sustainable, and certified ecotourism travel vacations in the U.S. and internationally
Yosemite Park & Napa Valley 

Wildlife, camping, Yosemite and paddling the Russian River in Sonoma wine country keep families close to the land while combining adventure and cultural diversity.

Costa Rica Highlights Wonders 

Specially designed for the first-time visitor to Costa Rica, families will experience hiking through La Paz Waterfall Gardens and Arenal Volcano National Park, rafting down the Pacuare River and relaxing at a beach resort near the Manuel Antonio National Park. 

San Diego, Grand Canyon & Vegas 

A guided city tour incorporates Coronado Island and Balboa Park and the rest is pure action, except for relaxing on Mission Beach. 

Trip includes the  Imperial Sand Dunes, Montezuma Castle and scenic Oak Creek Canyon, Red Rock and Slide Rock state parks and the Grand Canyon.

 

Kayak Belize 

Island-hopping off the coast of Belize and exploring the second-largest barrier reef in the world.  

 

Mexico Monarch Butterfly Trail 

This butterfly adventure will give families unique insights into the people and mariposas of Mexico. Travel through national parks, colonial towns and rural countryside following the migration of the monarch butterfly.  

 

Visit : www.greenloons.com. Contact: Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com.

VisitScotland

VisitScotland has launched its Surprise Yourself campaign as part of the Year of Creative Scotland 2012.

The campaign highlights : 

Please credit www.visitscotland.com/surprise if using any of the below information.  

 

The Scottish Borders, where :  

You can stand with one foot in Scotland and one in England at Carter Bar, and have 360° views of both countries, and 

There are two champion haggis-makers.

Shetland where :

Nowhere is more than 5km from the sea, which is warmed by the Gulf Stream current

there are 6,000-plus archaeological sites, with the world renowned Old Scatness dig and Jarlshof in the South Mainland, and 

the Vikings referred to Whalsay as ‘the island of whales’ and it remains a great viewing spot for passing whales.

Dumfries & Galloway where :

The Galloway Forest Park extends to 96,600 hectares which includes 300 miles of roads, one million trees and 250 lochs.

Ayrshire where :

Culzean Castle and Country Park Garden is the National Trust for Scotland’s most visited property

Edinburgh where :

the Scottish Ancestral Trail provides personalised tours and expert guidance from a professional genealogist, as well as access to records not normally open to the public, and 

the National Galleries of Scotland contain one of the world’s foremost collections of Scottish and international art dating from the Middle Ages right up to the present day. 

Visit : www.visitscotland.com/surprise. Contact : Glendale Reid at glenda.reid@visitscotland.com 

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The Churchill Hyatt Regency,  London

The Churchill is opening its Limited Edition Saatchi Gallery Suite enabling guests to sleep among a collection of Saatchi Gallery works. 

Visit : www.hyatt.com. Contact Henny Frazer at henny.frazer@hyatt.com.
Movenpick Hotels and Resorts : Paris
Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts is to open its first hotel in Paris, in January 2013. The upscale hotel group will take over operations of the hotel – currently branded as Courtyard by Marriott Paris Neuilly.

The hotel, which will be the 100th in it's portfolio,  is situated on Boulevard Victor Hugo in Neuilly, the French capital’s exclusive residential district and the heart of the ‘golden business triangle’ of Neuilly-sur-Seine, Levallois Perret, and the futuristic corporate centre of La Défense.

 

A multi-million-euro renovation of the hotel is scheduled to take place.

Mövenpick Hotels & Resorts currently has 69 hotels in 24 countries with a further 30 properties planned in Ankara, (Turkey), Dubai (four projects – United Arab Emirates); Abu Dhabi (three projects – United Arab Emirates), Shanghai (China), Dharamshala (India).

Visit www.moevenpick-hotels.com. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net. 

W Paris - Opéra

W Paris - Opéra will open in an 1870s Haussmann building near the Galeries Lafayette and Place Vendôme in the 9th Arrondissement. 

Sergi Arola, a Spanish two Michelin-starred chef, will be the executive chef at the W Paris - Opéra's signature restaurant, Arola.

Visit : www.wparisopera.com. Contact :  Imelda  McAloon at Imelda.McAloon@starwoodhotels.com. 

Hotel Ilio, Elba

The 200th anniversary of Napoleon’s exile to the island of Elba will be celebrated in 2014.

Hotel Ilio is a boutique property on the Tuscan island of Elba in the Mediterranean.The hotel is located among gardens and private terraces laden with citrus fruit trees in Capo Sant’Andrea, a seaside hamlet on the north-west coast of the island

The hotel organises weekly outings that make the most of Elba’s natural environment, such as snorkelling in the clear sea waters, mountain hikes along gentle and well-maintained paths, sailing trips to nearby islands and wine tours to local vineyards.

Hotel Ilio, which was founded by Guiseppe Testa in 1959 and is still family run, re-opens for the start of the season on 20 April 2012 and closes on 14 October 2012.  

Visit : www.hotelilio.com and www.visitelba.com. Contact : Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com.

St. Regis Hotels & Resorts has opened the St. Regis Shenzhen, China.

Following recent openings in Bangkok, Tianjin and Sanya Yalong Bay, St. Regis Shenzhen is the brand’s fourth hotel opening in Asia in the last six months.

Openings in the next six months include the St. Regis Doha, St. Regis Abu Dhabi, St. Regis Mauritius Resort, St. Regis Bal Harbour Resort and the newly renovated St. Regis Aspen Resort.

Visit : www.stregis.com/shenzhen. Contact :  Imelda  McAloon at Imelda.McAloon@starwoodhotels.com. 

Section two : ongoing opportunities
	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Hidden Pousadas Brazil, which offers independent travellers with a one-stop collection of uniquely  places to stay, will offer accommodation to Alliance members out of high season. Visit : www.hiddenpousadasbrazil.com. Contact : Fola Odumosu at fola@hiddenpousadasbrazil.com.
· Norfolk Hideaways, which provides luxury self-catering holiday cottages along the north Norfolk coastline will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk Contact : Kate Morfoot at kate@junglepr.com.

· Newmarket Racecourses offers Alliance members a day at the races, the food and entertainment. Visit : www.newmarketracecourses.co.uk. Contact : Rachael at Rachael@junglepr.com
· Adventure Cat Sailing, San Francisco Bay, will be delighted to ‘comp’ Alliance travel writers. Visit : www.adventurecat.com. Contact : Sharon Schrum at sharon@adventurecat.com.
· BusyBus, Liverpool & Chester – UK a sightseeing tour operator will be delighted to host Alliance members and journalists (with a guest) on a review basis. Visit: www.busybus.co.uk . Contact : Vera de Ruiter: vera@busybus.co.uk. 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Barry Benjamin at media.relations@peaceandplenty.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 
· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is an ultra comfortable flip flop, using state of the art memory foam.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

Vita-E cream product reviews

Vita-E cream is a natural Vitamin E based product for de-hydrated skin, wind burns and sun burns and chapped lips. An ideal little pot to have at hand in your handbag, wash bag or swim-bag. 

Visit : www.vitaminecream.org. For Vita-E cream for review purposes contact  Rachael at rachael@junglepr.com 
	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Luxury Backpackers 

www.luxurybackpackers.com. Contact : Jill Nash at jill@luxurybackpackers.com.

Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 110 : mid-January 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

La Residencia (Mallorca)

La Residencia is a luxury hotel on Mallorca and part of the Orient-Express group.  

The hotel is situated in the Tramuntana area of the island, which has been declared a Natural Heritage site by UNESCO.

La Residencia will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment.


Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.
Taiwan

Expansion of the National Palace Museum

Taipei’s National Palace Museum will begin an expansion project in 2012 that will expand the exhibition area by five times and will include a 4.8 hectare ‘Cultural Creative Park’ opposite the museum. 

 

The National Palace Museum holds the largest and most valuable collection of Chinese artefacts and national treasure in the world, with more than 682,000 objects from the collections of the Song Dynasty (960-1279AD), the Yuan, Ming, Cing Dynasties and republican periods to the present day. 

The project is due to be completed by 2022. 

 

Visit www.npm.gov.tw/en and www.taiwan.net.tw. 

Alliance members interested in visiting Taiwan on an individual or group press trip contact David Ezra at david@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Australia’s Gold Coast

Australia’s Gold Coast will host the 2018 Commonwealth Games, the largest international event to be held in Australia over the next decade.The Gold Coast is the sixth largest region in Australia and is one of the country’s most popular holiday destinations. 

Visit : www.VisitGoldCoast.com. For press trip enquiries contact: Daniela Resenterra at daniela@hillsbalfour.com

Norfolk Hideaways (UK)
 

Norfolk Hideaways specialises in providing luxury self-catering holiday cottages along the north Norfolk coastline from traditional fisherman’s cottages to country houses sleeping up to 16 people.

Norfolk Hideaways will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. 

Visit :www.norfolkhideaways.co.uk Contact : Kate Morfoot at kate@junglepr.com. 

Newmarket Racecourses, UK

Newmarket Racecourses is the historic ‘Home of Racing.’  

As well as two Racecourses, the Rowley Mile and the English July Course, the destination has exceptional restaurants, a wide selection of private spaces and world class racing with 38 days of flat racing each year. 

Newmarket Racecourses also plays host to world-class music nights

Visit : www.newmarketracecourses.co.uk. To review a day at the races, the food and entertainment contact : Rachel at Rachael@junglepr.com. 

	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
Bankside, London 

Bankside is one of central London's riverside destinations, stretching from Blackfriars to London Bridge with attractions including Tate Modern, Shakespeare's Globe and Borough Market. 
The area offers a true alternative to the West End and is famous for its intriguing history, iconic landmarks, vibrant art scene, world class markets, atmospheric pubs, award winning restaurants and shops. 
To find out mroe about this historic and progressive part of London, get up-to-the-minute event information and take advantage of special offers visit www.visitbankside.com

Visit : www.visitbankside.com. Contact : Louise Errington at le@betterbankside.co.uk. 



Camp Denali & North Face Lodge (USA)

Family-owned Camp Denali & North Face Lodge are the only accommodations in Denali National Park with views of North America's highest peak, Mt. McKinley.  Located in the geographic center of the park, Camp Denali & North Face Lodge offer in-depth experiences for active travelers.

Visit : www.campdenali.com. Contact : Anne Beaulaurier at info@campdenali.com
The Indianapolis Convention & Visitors Association

The Indianapolis Convention & Visitors Association works with travel writers like yourself to showcase why 20 million people from around the world visit Indianapolis each year -- making Indy a Top 25 Most Visited U.S. Destination.

Visit : www.visitindy.com. Contact : Morgan Greenlee at mgreenlee@visitindy.com.

Out & About Travel (USA)

Gay Travel Information Blog is run by Out & About Travel, one of the Internet's top gay & lesbian online travel agencies. It provides honest reviews of gay & lesbian friendly businesses worldwide.

Visit : www.gaytravelinformation.com. Contact : Desiree Sousa at info@gaytravelpros.com. 

Travel In Depth

Travel In Depth is a boutique tour operator specialising in creating bespoke holidays to just a handful of destinations, places that they know well and are passionate about.

Its holidays to Argentina, Chile, the Falkland Islands, Guyana and New Zealand are designed with care and expertise by Paul Carberry and Yvonne Cohen who are the owners of the company and who have intimate, expert knowledge of the landscapes, wildlife, unique experiences and accommodation of their destinations.

Visit : www.travel-indepth.co.uk. Contact : Paul Carberry at paul@travel-indepth.co.uk.

Conrad Indianapolis

Voted a “Top U.S. Hotel” by Conde Nast Traveler Magazine’s Readers’ Choice Awards for the fifth year in a row, Conrad Indianapolis is the hotel discerning travellers visiting the “Circle City.” 

Located at one of the city’s most prominent intersections, the hotel is truly in the center of it all – connected to Circle Centre Mall and just steps from nearly everything that downtown has to offer including museums, live music and theatre, and the Indianapolis Zoo & White River Gardens State Park. 

The hotel is also connected via elevated skywalk to the Indiana Convention Center. The 23-story building features 243 guest rooms, 15,000 square feet of intimate, state-of-the-art meeting space and 15 private residences. Dining can be enjoyed in Tastings Wine Bar or The Capital Grille® restaurant, and there is the Evan Todd Spa & Salon. Conrad Indianapolis, open since March, 2006, is the city’s first true luxury hotel.


Visit : www.conradindianapolis.com. Contact : Maddy Barnas at maddy.barnas@conradhotels.com.

Agencies

Expansion (Italy)

A National and international company specialising in public relations, advertising, web, Media. 
Press & PR is led by Federica Zanda, who after 11 years abroad (UK and Germany) has decided to move back to Italy after two years working from on of the best luxury hotel chain in Italy, Eleganzia Hotels & Spas.

Visit : www.expansion.sm. Contact : Federica Zanda at federicazanda@hotmail.com. 

Fuller and Sander (USA)

Fuller and Sander is a proactive, successful media/client connection in the world of food, wine, travel and hospitality.
Visit : www.fullerandsander.com. Contact : Monty Sander at monty@fullerandsander.com.

Grayling (UK)

Grayling is a global communications network, combining national champion businesses across 70 offices to deliver collective intelligence and authentic understanding of what unites and differentiates the many cultures and geographies in which they operate.

Clients include Accor Hotels and United Airlines.

Visit : www.grayling.com. Contact : Sarah Stevens at sarah.stevens@grayling.com and Phoebe Campbell at  phoebe.campbell@grayling.com. 

Opera PR (UK)

Full service PR & marketing consultancy, with expertise in leisure, property, architecture and design, and high tech manufacturing.

Visit : www.operapr.com. Contact : Simon Turton at simon@operapr.com. 
Andrew Freeman & Co (USA)

Andrew Freeman & Co. is a high-energy hospitality consulting agency with a unique blend of expertise in marketing, public relations and creative services headquartered in San Francisco.

Visit : www.afandco.com. Contact : Claire Bentley at Claire@afandco.com.

Opinion PR (UK)

Public relations services for businesses and organisations involved in, and wishing to access, online communities.  
The company successful launch of the world’s largest travel community, TripAdvisor, in the UK and its subsequent roll-out in France and Germany and has extensive experience managing multi-country programmes in Europe, Asia and Australia.
Visit : www.opinionpr.co.uk. Contact : Ian Rumgay at ian@opinionpr.co.uk. 

	News


Hong Kong Airlines
Hong Kong Airlines has been granted traffic rights between Hong Kong and Taiwan and will launch four daily passenger flights on Taipei or Kaohsiung routes commencing in the first quarter of 2012. 

Taiwan is one of the fast-developing passenger and cargo markets in Asia, with continued strong and fast-growing demand in the tourism and freight industries. 
The addition of these two cities further extends Hong Kong Airlines network of onward connections, including Shanghai and Tokyo.

Hong Kong Airlines will launch the world’s first all Club Class wide body long-haul scheduled service between London and Hong Kong on 8 March 2012.  

The airline has ordered three Airbus A330-200 aircraft for the new route, configured with just 116 seats in an exclusive all Club Class offering; Club Premier and Club Classic.  
Visit : www.hongkongairlines.com/club. Contact : Gail Palmer at gail@ktapr.com.
Ecoventura

Ecoventura which takes guests sailing with its environmentally friendly fleet of small expedition vessels in the Galapagos, has earned Rainforest Alliance verification in recognition of its commitment to conserving the environment and supporting local communities.

Rainforest Alliance verification is an assurance that a hotel or tour operator has met comprehensive social, environmental and economic standards that conserve natural resources, protect wildlife and help local communities thrive. 

Rainforest Alliance verification is aligned with the Global Sustainable Tourism Council’s criteria, the gold standard for sustainable tourism.

Visit : www.ecoventura.com Contact : Sara Widness at sara@widnesspr.com
Lonely Planet

Lonely Planet have launched 48 hour city guides to 12 US cities. 

The bite-sized guides are designed for travellers who are short of time so need to get to the heart of the city quickly. 

Priced at 99p on Apple and £1.14 on Amazon, the guides include activities for a variety of interests, food and drink, hotel recommendations and an easy to use map. 

Taken from Lonely Planet’s popular USA Trips series, Miami, Boston, Las Vegas, San Francisco, Austin, Los Angeles, San Diego, St Louis, Denver, New Orleans, Seattle and Manhattan are all now available on the iBookstore and the Kindle Store.

Visit : www.lonelyplanet.co.uk. Contact : Laura Lindsay at Laura.Lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk. 

Grape Escapes, Alsace 

Grape Escapes, the wine tour specialist, has launched a new itinerary to Alsace in eastern France, with two to three night breaks to the 16th century village of Riquewihr visiting Alsatian vineyards and dining in local winstubs.

The small medieval village of Riquewihr is located at the foot of the Vosges Mountains on the Alsace wine route and is known for its Riesling.  Grape Escapes’ guests stay at the boutique Hôtel de la Couronne in the centre of Riquewihr, which dates back to 1550.  

Visit : www.grapeescapes.net. Contact : Jenny Groutage at jenny@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Virgin Atlantic

With Vancouver celebrating its 125th in 2012, Virgin Atlantic will launch a new route from London Heathrow in May.

The new service will operate four times a week on a Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday and initially run until October 2012.This will see up to 40,000 Virgin Atlantic customers travelling between London and Vancouver in the first season.  

The route will be the airline’s 34th worldwide.

Visit : www.fly.virgin.com. Contact: Anna Catchpole at anna.catchpole@fly.virgin.com. 

Visit Britain

VisitBritain has launched a campaign to encourage UK businesses to invite their friends, relatives and past customers from around the world to visit Britain in 2012. 

A tourism industry tool kit is available free of charge on www.visitbritain.org for businesses looking participate.

 

Visit : www.visitbritain.org. Contact : Mark Di-Toro at mark.di-toro@visitbritain.org. 

Grand Canyon Tour and Travel

Grand Canyon Tour and Travel have launched VIP Spirit, a new range of tours in Mercedes Benz Sprinter Vehicles. 

Visit :  www.grandcanyontourandtravel.com. Contact : info@18004canyon.com.

London’s West End launches digital media centre

London’s West End has launched a digital media centre in preparation for the influx of visitors to the UK during Olympic year.

The centre is run by the New West End Company, which represents 600 businesses in Bond Street, Oxford Street and Regent Street, and the Heart of London Business Alliance representing over 200 businesses in Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square. 

There are 200 million visits to London’s West End each year spending over £7.6bn. 

Of these visitors 37% are from overseas and a further 21% are from outside of London. 

Visit : www.westendmediacentre.com, www.newwestend.com and www.heartoflondonbid.co.uk. Contact :  Alison Wood at alison.wood@raincommunications.co. 

Whitecraigs station, East Renfrewshire, Scotland

Whitecraigs station in East Renfrewshire, Scotland has been named the top station in the country by Keep Scotland Beautiful, the environmental charity, and awarded platinum status.

The organisation spent six months assessing all 346 stations in Scotland on issues ranging from clearing litter to recycling, waste management and community links.

Visit : www.firstgroup.com and www.ksbscotland.org.uk. Contact : Clare Meikle at clare.meikle@firstgroup.com and Juliette Camburn at juliette.camburn@ksbscotland.org.uk. 

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Quintessential Bed and Breakfast

Quintessential Bed and Breakfast is a website showcasing 18 luxury bed and breakfast homes. These range in style from Cotswold stone cottages to Baroque country seats.

Visit : www.quintessentialbedandbreakfast.com. Contact : Nicola Crewe-Read at nicola@quintessentialbedandbreakfast.com.

The Waitukubuli National Trail

The launch of the Waitukubuli National Trail is the only long distance hiking trail in the Caribbean traversing the entire island. 

Named after the indigenous name for Dominica (meaning “tall is her body”), the Trail runs for 115 miles from the south to the north of the island and will be divided into 14 sections. 

Hikers will be able to complete one section per day so in total it will take two weeks to cover the entire trail. It traverses forest reserves, national parks, old slave routes, ruins of plantations that once processed sugar, coffee and limes, small farms and country villages. 

Dominica  is a green island of rugged mountains, lush rainforests and rushing rivers in the Eastern Caribbean, lying south of Guadeloupe and north of Martinique. 

Visit : www.waitukubulitrail.com. Contact : Chloe Buchanan at chloe@saltmarshpr.co.uk.

Cape Benton, Nova Scotia, Canada

Cape Breton Island is known for its picturesque coastal roads, friendly people and Celtic traditions. 

The Island offers the Cabot Trail, which takes in 185 miles of ocean views, craggy cliffs, the occasional tiny harbour and great opportunities to spot moose, whales and seabirds. There is also the chance to take a whale-watching cruise from Pleasant.

Visit : www.cabottrail.com. Contact : www.golfpei.ca. Contact : Kylie Rathbone at kylie.rathbone@kbc-pr.com.  

 

Prince Edward Island, Canada

Prince Edward Island, has two of North America’s top golf courses.The Links at Crowbush Cove, Dundarave Golf Course and the Brudenell River Golf Course. These have helped PEI being voted the 2011 Undiscovered Golf Destination of the Year. 

Contact : www.golfpei.ca. Contact : Kylie Rathbone at kylie.rathbone@kbc-pr.com. 

Quintessential Bed and Breakfast

Quintessential Bed and Breakfast is a website showcasing 18 luxury bed and breakfast homes.

These range in style from Cotswold stone cottages to Baroque country seats.

Visit : www.quintessentialbedandbreakfast.com. Contact : Nicola Crewe-Read at nicola@quintessentialbedandbreakfast.com.

HouseTrip.com

HouseTrip.com, the European website offering holiday apartments and houses to over 7,000 destinations in 55,000 properties around the world, has also launched in the UK market. 

Visit : www.housetrip.com. Contact : Ryan Levitt at rl@housetrip.com.

The Mousetrap, London

The Mousetrap, the world's longest running stage production celebrates it's 60th consecutive year in London's West End in 2012.

In September 2012 The Mousetrap will also begin its first ever UK tour, which will run for 60 weeks and The tour is planned to run for 60 weeks and visit Canterbury, Glasgow, Milton Keynes, Belfast, Cardiff, Plymouth, Manchester, Edinburgh, Southampton, Woking and Bradford. 

Visit : www.the-mousetrap.co.uk. Contact : Chloe Pritchard-Gordon at chloe@thecornershoppr.com. 

Ententecordiale Tours (UK)

Ententecordiale Tours is a provider of bespoke battlefields tours for groups of famililies, friends, workplace colleagues, ex servicemen organisations, schools and colleges. Specialising in WW1 France and Belgium. Over 20 years experience.


Visit : www.ententecordialetours.co.uk. Contact : Ged Ellis at geraldellis.ect@gmail.com


Oxfordshire gardens, UK

Visit Oxfordshire has published its first Gardens Guide featuring some of the county's most glorious gardens, is now available.

Oxfordshire's gardens include :

· Stowe, constructed on a magnificent scale with more than 40 temples and monuments, wooded walks by lakes and fun play elements for children

· Blenheim Palace Park, landscaped by 'Capability' Brown. Its formal Rose, Italian, and Secret Gardens Water Terraces 
· Stonor, whose rolling deer park and walled garden planted with roses and apple trees
· Ironstone Hills, Broughton Castle which looks over its moat, parkland and fleur-de- lys shaped box hedges, enclosing rare and historic roses

· Waterperry Gardens, famed for their magnificent herbaceous borders and productive orchards.

Central Oxford is the home of the Oxford University's Botanic Garden, where JRR Tolkien's favourite tree still soars above the crumbling walls and over 7000 plant species from around the world rub shoulders in their riverside setting. 
Harcourt Arboretum at Nuneham Courtenay, displays newly restored wild flower meadows conserving some of England's threatened floral heritage.
Visit : www.visitoxfordandoxfordshire.com. Contact : Heather Armitage at Harmitage@oxford.gov.uk.  

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 
Banff National Park's ‘SnowDays’ Festival

14 January to 12 February 2012

The Banff National Park's ‘SnowDays’ Festival is a month of activities that builds on the park's previous winter carnivals.

The festival brings together ice climbing in downtown Banff; skating on the town’s new ice rink; creative snow sculptures; cross-country skiing, curling and snowshoeing.

The month of activities will be rounded off with Banff’s first-ever ‘Take It To The Street’ ball hockey tournament.

Visit : www.banfflakelouise.com. Contact : Mary Morrison at mary@banfflakelouise.com. 

The Tropical Extravaganza Festival, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, London

4 February - 4 March 2012 

The Tropical Extravaganza Festival has displays of exotic orchids, tropical flowers and foliage in the Princess of Wales Conservatory. The theme for this year's festival is Forces of Nature, and how plants and fungi interact with the four forces of nature - earth, fire, wind, and water. 

Visit : www.kew.org. Contact : pr@kew.org.uk. 

The Mall of America, Bloomington, Minnesota

4 February to 10 June 2012

The Mall of America in Bloomington, Minnesota is to host an exhibition showcasing Princess Diana to celebrate its 20th anniversary.

Among the exhibits will be Diana’s wedding dress and 28 of her other designer dresses. Also included are a number of family heirlooms, personal mementos, items connected to her extensive charity work, paintings and rare home movies and photos.

 

The original text of Earl Spencer’s moving tribute to his sister at her funeral in 1997 in Westminster Abbey and books of condolences left by people throughout the world can also be viewed. 

  

Visit bloomingtonmn.org. Contact : Fiona Pettitt at Fiona@cellet.co.uk.

Imagine, the Southbank Centre, London

11 to 26 February 2012 

For six days children take over the running of Southbank Centre, from managing the cloakroom to selling programmes and making sure shows start on time. 

Festival themes include a celebration of Roald Dahl and an exploration of children in care in literature. 

Visit : www.southbankcentre.org. Contact Helena Zedig at helena.zedig@southbankcentre.co.uk. 

Monte Rei Golf & Country Club, the Algarve, Portugal

25 and 27 April 2012

The Monte Rei Golf & Country Club in the Algarve will host to the Sir Michael Bonallack Trophy between the 25 and 27 April 2012. 

Known for its Jack Nicklaus Signature Golf Course, the first of its kind in the Algarve, the  Monte Rei is held as one of the top courses in Europe.. 

The Trophy is contested in matchplay format between elite Amateurs from Europe against counterparts from Asia/Pacific, and is played over three days. 

 

Visit : www.monte-rei.com. Contact : Melissa Holstegge at Melissa.holstegge@brightergroup.com. 

The Isle of White Festival, UK

22 to 24 June 2012

Bruce Springsteen, Pearl Jam and Tom Petty and the Heartbreakers will headline the 2012 Isle of Wight Festival. The three-day event will also feature Elbow, Biffy Clyro, Madness, Example, Noah and the Whale and Noel Gallagher.

The Isle of Wight Festival was first held in 1968. 

The 1969 event starred Bob Dylan and The Band. In 1970, with The Who, Jimi Hendrix, Miles Davis and the Doors headlining, the festival attracted an estimated crowd of 600,000. 

The Isle of Wight is England’s largest island, lying 3–6km (2–4 miles) off the south coast. Over half the island is designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, and it attracts around 2.6 million visitors a year.

There are ferry crossings to the island from Southampton, Portsmouth and Lymington. 

Visit : Www.isleofwightfestival.com. Contact : isleofwight@amazingmedia.co.uk. 

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Cadiz, Spain 

Cadiz will be celebrating the bicentenary of “La Pepa”, the first European Liberal Constitution, during 2012.

 

The objective of the 2012 celebrations will be to foster the economic, social, political and cultural development of the city, underlining the ‘spirit of Cadiz'.

The city will also celebrate the fact that while the French bombed the city with more than 15,000 missiles, Cadiz’s theatre and drama culture continued to thrive. 

The celebrations will continue throughout the year with shows, parades, historical re-enactments, conferences, concerts, boat rallies, fashion shows and food tastings. Throughout 2012, Cadiz will also be the Ibero-American Capital of Culture.

Visit : www.cadizturismo.com. Contact : Kate McWilliams at spain@lotus-uk.co.uk. 

Tree houses in England

Chewton Glen Tree House Suites, Hampshire 

In July 2012  the five-star Chewton Glen will open six Tree House Suites in the grounds of the hotel. 

Each tree house will be on stilts, like floating lily pads balancing between the valley and tree canopy. Floor-to-ceiling glass will provide panoramic views of the New Forest. 

Visit : www.chewtonglen.com.

Treehouses at Centre Parcs, Longleat Forest 

Following the success of the Treehouses at Centre Parcs’ Sherwood Forest property, three Treehouses are now available at Longleat Forest. 

The luxury two-storey Treehouses will be set among the trees in a quiet corner of the 400 acres of woodland at Longleat Forest in Wiltshire and feature 4 en-suite bedrooms, an open plan kitchen, dining and living area, separate games den (accessed along a timber walkway) and a private hot tub. 

Visit : www.differentview.centerparcs.co.uk/treehouse.php  

Fair Oak Farm, East Sussex

Two new luxury eco-lodge treehouses are now available to book for self-catering breaks at Fair Oak Farm, Mayfield.

Set amid mature trees, both lodges provide couples with complete privacy and uninterrupted valley views across the stunning Sussex countryside.  Built almost entirely of sustainable timber and fully insulated, the tree houses have sheltered balconies and are connected to a dedicated parking area by a winding path.

Visit : www.fairoakfarm.co.uk. 

Castle Cottage Treehouse, Sussex 

Built into a huge sweet chestnut tree on the edge of a wood, a substantial staircase leads you up to a thatched room with a double bed set between the tree branches, looking out through large glass doors to the tree tops. 

It has an en-suite shower room bathed in light from the glass roof and covered with handmade mosaic tiles. A large balcony with swing seats sets the scene to the perfect romantic break.

Visit : www.castlecottage.info/thetreehouse.html 

Alnwick Treehouse, Northumberland – A restaurant with a difference

This wooden turreted eatery, entered via a wobbly, candle-lit suspension bridge has nature all around guests, with creepers clinging onto the walls and wood just about everywhere you look – including on the tables – which are formed from tree slices. 

www.alnwickgarden.com 

Contact: Mark Anthony McCulloch at mark.mcculloch@visitengland.org.

Chien Bleu and Sit ‘n Stay Global

Chien Bleu, the UK luxury travel specialist for dogs and their owners, is collaborating with Sit ‘n Stay Global, the US-based pet travel provider. 

From the beginning of 2012, Chien Bleu will be offering a global portfolio of pet-friendly accommodation allowing international pet owners to travel overseas with great ease. 

Sit ‘n Stay Global provides certified flight attendants to care for dogs and pets onboard private jets. 

More and more people are choosing to fly on private jets not only for the security, convenience and comfort they provide, but also to be able to bring their pet along with them in the cabin. 

Sit ‘n Stay flight attendants come equipped with pet oxygen masks, pet flotation devices and pet seat restraints.  

Visit : www.chienbleutravel.com. Contact : Sophie Furness at sophie@grifcopr.com. 
Kensington Palace, London

Kensington Palace in London will re-open to visitors on 26 March 2012 after a £12-million transformation with a new permanent exhibition that explores the life and reign of Queen Victoria through her own words.

Visitors will learn about Victoria’s first day as Queen at Kensington Palace, the romance of her early relationship with Prince Albert, their family life and Prince Albert’s involvement in the 1851 Great Exhibition. 

The Kensington Palace exhibition will be in the rooms where Victoria lived as a child and will include paintings by Franz Xaver Winterhalter and Sir Edwin Landseer, gifts that Queen Victoria exchanged with Prince Albert during their engagement in 1839 and her wedding dress. 

The Palace will also hold a temporary summer exhibition from May called Jubilee, telling the story of Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations in 1897. 

The current Kensington Palace, which is owned by Queen Elizabeth II on behalf of the nation, was rebuilt for King George I in the early 18th century. Queen Victoria was born there on 24 May 1819, and lived there as a Princess until she became Queen on 20 June 1837. 

Diana, Princess of Wales lived in the apartments in the north-west part of the palace from 1981 to 1997. 

Visit : www.hrp.org.uk/KensingtonPalace. Contact : Nicola Osmond-Evans at nicola.osmond-evans@hrp.org.uk. 

Wildlife hotspots in 2012

PlanetWildlife.com, a provider of diverse wildlife travel and tours around the world, has highlighted wildlife’s Hot Spots during 2012.

January - India

January is the breeding season for the green sea turtles around the Galapagos Islands.

This is also an excellent time of year to go tiger spotting in India when the clement weather facilitates close study of these rare and endangered big cats.

February - Nepal

February is a good time to go trekking in Nepal with better than usual odds of spotting the famed Bengal Tiger.

February also sees the gathering of hundreds of thousands of spectacular pink flamingos on Lake Nakuru in Kenya, Africa.

March – the Arctic

When the days start to lengthen and become milder in the Arctic region, this is a good time to spot Aurora Borealis – the Northern Lights.

April - Galapagos

April presents another opportunity to go bird-watching in Galapagos where enthusiasts can spot blue-footed boobies, swallow tailed gullies, frigate birds and red-billed tropic birds amongst others. 

May - India – Ladhak and Karnataka

In India, the weather is good for an extensive trek around Ladhak in the Himalayas.

This is also an opportune month to visit Karnataka in India and the Bandipur National Park and Tiger Reserve, the natural habitat of Bengal tigers, leopards, elephants and hyenas.

June - Rwanda

Rwanda in June provides the chance to witness a unique baby gorilla naming ceremony, “KwitaIzina” – an annual ceremony attended by hundreds of local villagers but international visitors are also welcome.

July - Costa Rica and Brazil

Spot the endangered green and hawksbill turtles nest on the Caribbean beaches of Tortuguero National Park, Costa Rica. The park is also home to manatees, crocodiles, tropical gar, jaguars, sloths and basilisks, amongst other exotic wildlife.

In Brazil’s Pantanal area this is the best time of year for jaguar sightings and for close study of many other endangered species including the hyacinth macaw and the maned wolf.

August - Kenya

Kenya in August gives the chance to witness the annual Great Migration sees thousands of wildebeest, gazelles and zebras make a dash across the Mara River risking death from predators such as the crocodile.

September - Botswana

Botswana in September gives the chance to explore the wilderness of Chobe National Park and the Okavango delta and take in the full majesty of the famed Victoria Falls.

October - Madagascar

During this dry month off the coast of Africa, lemurs are particularly active on the island of Madagascar. 

November – the Falkland Islands

The Falkland Islands (classified under the Antarctic zone) in November gives the opportunity to watch five different species of penguins breed at this special time: the King, Rockhopper, Gentoo, Magallanic and Macaroni penguins and also the chance to spot the rare black-browed albatross.

December - Sri Lanka

In southern Sri Lanka, this is the best time of year to spot one of the natural wonders of the world - the Blue Whale....nowhere else do they come as close to the land as they do near the coast of Sri Lanka. 

PlanetWildlife is as a leading international provider of diverse wildlife and safari tours with over 300 creative itineraries in 26 countries around the world catering to a wide range of interests and budgets.

Visit www.planetwildlife.com. Contact : Karen Luard at  kp@kpcommunications.co.uk.  

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Hotels in Spain

Sunburn Yacht Hotel, Barcelona

Husa Hotels will open the five star Sunborn yacht hotel in the Port Forum marina, Barcelona in spring 2012. Onboard amenities include; a fine dining restaurant, infinity pool and day spa, as well as extensive conference and banqueting facilities. 

Visit : www.sunborn.com/s200-sunborn-barcelona/ 

 

Hostal El Laurel, Ibi, Alicante

The Hostal El Laurel which has operated since 1939 has reopened as the Hotel del Juguete (Toy Hotel) to reflect the history of toy making in the area.

Visit : www.hoteldeljuguete.com. 

 

Three new Relais & Châteaux hotels in 2012

The Relais & Chateaux guide for 2012, which features 518 establishments across five continents features three new Spanish properties: 

· Castillo de Arteaga in Vizcaya

· Neri Hotel & Restaurant in Barcelona,and

· Ramón Freixa Restaurant in Madrid.

Visit : www.relaischateaux.com.

 

AC Palacio del Carmen 

The international hotel chain AC Hotels by Marriott has added the five-star AC Palacio del Carmen in Santiago de Compostela to it's Autograph Collection. The 74-roomed hotel is housed in the Convent of the Oblatas de Santiago de Compostela. 

Visit : www.marriott.co.uk/autograph-collection-hotel/travel.mi#/Autograph.

 

Ayre Hotels, Madrid

Ayre Hoteles (part of Fiesta Hotel is to open a new boutique Madrid property in winter 2012. 

Located in the heart of Madrid’s city centre on Calle Barquillo, the new four star property will feature 70 bedrooms and will be located in an old 19th century Spanish palace, previously owned by the Marchioness Viuda de Aldama. 

Visit : www.ayrehoteles.com. Contact : Kate McWilliams at spain@lotus-uk.co.uk. 

The Sherwood, Taipei, Taiwan

The Sherwood Taipei has been named Taiwan’s Leading Hotel and Taiwan’s Leading Business Hotel by the World Travel Awards. The five star property is located in the heart of Taipei and is a member of The Leading Hotels of the World. 

Visit: www.sherwood.com.tw/en and www.taiwan.net.tw. Alliance members interested in visiting Taiwan on an individual or group press trip contact David Ezra at david@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

Hilton Bogota 

 

Hilton Hotels & Resorts has opened the Hilton Bogota, it's first managed full-service hotel in Bogota, Colombia.  The hotel is located near to El Dorado International Airport in the city’s bustling financial district and an area known as the “new” downtown. 

 

Hilton Bogota aims to appeal to the capital city’s growing number of leisure guests with its proximity to downtown, the city’s renowned Zona G dining and entertainment quarter and museums and theatres.   

Hilton Worldwide currently has 46 hotels and resorts in Latin America and is expanding throughout the region with properties in Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Mexico, Panama and Peru.

 

Visit www.bogota.hilton.com and www.HiltonWorldwide.com/Media. Contact : Hayley Coleman at HColeman@golleyslater.co.uk.
The Mount Somerset Hotel (UK)
The Eden Hotel Collection of luxury hotels in the UK, have added the Mount Somerset Hotel & Spa.

The Mount Somerset Hotel and Spa is a Georgian country house hotel, set in four acres of grounds between the Quantock and Blackdown Hills. The hotel holds three AA Stars and two AA Rosettes.

Other hotels in the collection include :

· Michelin star Mallory Court Hotel in Leamington Spa

· Buckland Tout-Saints Hotel in Devon

· The Kings Hotel in Chipping Campden

· The Arden Hotel in Stratford-upon-Avon,

· Brockencote Hall in Worcestershire, and 
· The Greenway Hotel and Spa in Cheltenham.

Visit : www.edenhotelcollection.com. Contact : Lindsay Butler at lindsay.butler@edenhotelcollection.com. 
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
· La Residencia, Mallorca will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members on assignment. Visit : www.laresidencia.com. Contact : Louise Davis at louise.davis@laresidencia.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. 

The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.

Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 
In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com

	Issue 110 : January 2012 :  www.itwalliance.com


Key information on a no-frills format for professional who travel to write, edit, broadcast or create images.

Ashley@itwalliance.com
	In this issue 


· Opportunities : for group and individual press trips

· Working with Alliance members : travel partners and their agencies
· News : items of interest to travel journalists   
· Leads : story ideas 
· What’s on : annual festivals and events

· Reasons to write about : destinations and travel pursuits 
· A place to stay :and review hotels, resorts and other accommodation 
Section two : Ongoing opportunities

· Alerts : ongoing press trip opportunities
· Travel products and services : of interest to travel journalists 

· Travel guides : that will offer review copies
· The International Travel Writers Alliance and AllWays

The media contacts listed in the bulletin will be delighted to hear from Alliance members worldwide
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	Registering with the Alliance 


To register with the International Travel Writers Alliance visit : www.itwalliance.com, click to enter the site and click on Register as a member/editor/partner or agency.

	Opportunities


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

For ongoing opportunities for Alliance members see Alerts (below) or visit : www.internationaltravelwritersalliance.com.

Visit Orlando

Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. 

Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.
Ciclismo Classico
As a specialized boutique bicycle tour operator since 1988, Ciclismo Classico provides vacations in the adventure travel industry. 
Their educational trips in Europe, South America, New Zealand, Asia and New England are active immersions into local art, language, music, folklore and delicious cuisine. 
Ciclismo Classico is a member of Trusted Adventures a consortium of award-winning travel companies matching active individuals, families and groups on nature and culture adventures worldwide

Ciclismo Classico will be happy to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members on assignment.

Visit : www.CiclismoClassico.com. Contact Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 
Press trip : West Somerset and the Exmoor National Park 

30 March to 1 April 2012

A special weekend is on offer which will allow Alliance members to discover Exmoor, one of England’s less-visited areas, 

Based at the 3 Star Yarn Market Hotel in the medieval village of Dunster the programme will include:

· travel on the West Somerset Railway, Britain’s longest standard gauge “heritage” line.

· a coach tour across Exmoor including the picturesque “twin villages” of Lynton and Lynmouth, a visit to the Exmoor Owl and Hawk Centre, lunch near to the famous Valley of the Rocks..

· visits to Dunster Castle (with over 1000 years of history and is now in the care of the National Trust) and the historic harbour town of Watchet with its Museum.

Accommodation, meals at the hotel, travel and visits during the trip will be free of charge. Travel expenses to and from Dunster will not be covered. There is a maximum of 20 persons 

Visit : www.exmoor-nationalpark.gov.uk/visiting and www.yarnmarkethotel.co.uk. Contact : Antony Brunt at hotel@yarnmarkethotel.co.uk.  

Keukenhof in full bloom, Holland  

22 March – 20 May 

Every year more than seven million flower bulbs are planted in Keukenhof. Gardens with its four pavilions showing displays of tulips, hyacinths, daffodils, orchids, roses, carnations, irises, lilies and many more. 
Visit : www.keukenhof.nl. For press trips contact : Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com.
See also Events in Holland in What’s on (below).
Floriade, Holland 

Floriade, the world-horticultural festival , opens on 5 April 2012.

The festival is held only once every 10 years and showcases the most exquisite and exceptional flowers, plants, trees, fruit and vegetables of the world exhibited over 40 hectares.

Each day also features a cultural programme of music, dance, literature, theatre and visual art from all over the world. 
The Floriade site is based in Venlo, in the South-eastern tip of Holland and will be open for 6 months, closing 7 October 2012. 
Visit : www.floriade.com. For press trips contact : Rianne Ojeh at press-uk@holland.com.
Visit Lancashire, UK 

Press trip opportunities in Spring and Summer 2012

VisitLancashire would like to hear from Alliance members interested in press trips to Lancashire and Blackpool during Spring and Summer 2012.

Possible story angles
A taste of Lancashire 
Lancashire’s food producers, chefs and restaurants have been leading the way in the championing of local produce and feature writers are invited to be part of Lancashire’s 2012/13 focus on local producers and to sample a real Taste of Lancashire.

Dark tourism

Or, if you’re interested in ‘dark tourism’ Lancashire’s  ‘walk with witches’ highlights the 400th Anniversary of the Lancashire Witch Trials.  
Set in some of Lancashire’s most picturesque countryside is the dark and fascinating history of witch hunts, trials and persecution.  
Stay in stunning accommodation, follow the route taken by these ill-fated ‘witches’ and hear from local story-tellers on Pendle Hill and in Lancaster Castle of the amazing history that still haunts to this day. 

Visit : www.visitlancashire.com. Contact : Anna Izza at aizza@lbtbltd.com.
The Broadway Collection, New York

New York: The Broadway Collection is a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals selected for their popularity with international audiences. 
The Collection will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. 
Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
Jetset Social

Jetset Social is inviting more than 150 travel journalists, from online and traditional media, and professionals from the travel industry, to discuss the latest trends and how social media is changing the journalism landscape. 

Jetset Extra is an online travel resource for …’the aspiring traveler, as well as, the seasoned traveler.  
Jetset Extra hosts a worldwide network of writers who share their unique perspective of the destinations they travel to and of the cities they live in’.
When: Sunday 26 February 2012 

Where:Union Station's Fred Harvey Room in Downtown Los Angeles

4:00pm - 4:30pm Arrival and Check in

4:30pm - 6:30pm Panel and Q&A

6:30pm -8:00pm  hosted cocktails and small bites

The Jetset Socia will feature :

· LA Times Travel Editor, Catharine Hamm

· Johnny Jet, travel expert and founder of JohnnyJet.com

· James Densmore the celebrity “Go-To Travel Guy” of CTS Travel

· Jeff Greif Owner and Editor of TravelSquire.com

· Lee Abbamonte Travel Writer and Gobal Adventurer, and 

· Stacy Dreyfus Owner of Orchid Worldwide Resorts and Excapes.  

This event will be streaming live internationally

Visit : www.jetsetextrasocial.eventbrite.com/. Contact : Mary Anne Been at maryanne@jetsetextra.com. 

The Best of Britain & Ireland at the NEC, Birmingham

14 and 15 March 2012

The Best of Britain & Ireland (BoBI), organised by, Expo Management, is the travel industry’s showcase event for England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales.

BoBI’s ‘International Hosted Buyers programme’ will see around 100 key travel agents and tour operators from USA, Canada, France, Germany and Ireland attend the two day trade show meeting and doing business with the 300 plus exhibitors.

Virgin Trains is supporting BoBI by providing a special ‘press carriage’ to bring travel journalists from London to Birmingham on the opening day.

Visit : www.bestofbritainandirelandevent.co.uk. Alliance members interested in attending BoBI contact Sam Warnock at sam.warnock@expom.co.uk.
	Working with the Alliance 


The following travel industry partners and agencies have registered with the Alliance and are keen to work with Alliance travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

Other Alliance partners and agencies can be found at www.itwalliance.com. 

Partners
JJT Travel (Malaysia)

JJT Travel is an in-bound and out-bound tourism business operating in and around South East Asia. Visit : www.jjttravel.com. Contact : James Devadass Jaccob at james_jjttravel@yahoo.com.

Y Travel Maldives

Anyone who has ever dreamed of escaping to a tropical island basking in year-round sunshine, surrounded by sparkling white, palm-fringed beaches and turquoise seas will find that the real thing exists in abundance in the Maldives.

The Maldives is an archipelago comprising 1,190 low-lying coral islands scattered across the equator, in groups of 26 naturally occurring atolls which are divided into 20 for administrative purposes.Y Travel offer travel packages with the best local services and unlimited support and facilities.


Visit : www.ytravelmaldives.com. Contact : Abdulla Yasir at info@ytravelmaldives.com.

Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens (Florida)



Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens has been a center for Japanese arts and culture in South Florida since its opening in 1977. 

Visitors discover South Florida’s heritage and its connection with Japan, explore a series of six diverse gardens inspired by a different historical period and style of Japanese gardening. 

Traditional and contemporary Japanese culture is highlighted through exhibits, varied educational programs and seasonal events, bonsai display and pan-Asian cuisine. 

Visit : www.morikami.org. Contact : Ashley Rodriguez at arodriguez@oandgpr.com. 



The Beijing Great Wall Travel Service

The Beijing Great Wall Travel Service agency is always offer the best travel service for tourists from all over the world. Visit : www.bestbeijingtours.com. Contact : John Ping at pingxin008@hotmail.com. 
TC Giving

ITC Giving offers a range of short-term, well-structured volunteer travel experiences in exceptional destinations. 

As part of their luxury holiday, clients will engage in the local community and witness first-hand the outstanding work carried out by local heroes. ITC Giving offers a much broader context of travel to individuals, families and small groups.


Visit : www.itcclassics.co.uk/itcgiving. Contact : Donna Okell at donnaokell@itc-uk.com


Ententecordiale Tours (UK)

Ententecordiale Tours is aprovider of bespoke battlefields tours for groups of famililies, friends, workplace colleagues, ex servicemen organisations, schools and colleges. Specialising in WW1 France and Belgium. Over 20 years experience.


Visit : www.ententecordialetours.co.uk. Contact : Ged Ellis at geraldellis.ect@gmail.com


Yuriko Travels & Tours (Nepal)


Travels and tours in Nepal and other countries as well as WorldwideAirTicketing, rafting, tours, trekking, bungy  jumping, paragliding, canyoning, expedition, biking, and so on.

Visit : www.yurikotravelnepal.comContact : Jyoti Maharjan at info@yurikotravelnepal.com                                                                                                                      

Welcome to Sheffield 

Destination Management Organisation for England's fourth largest city, working in partnership with private sector to increase visitor economy share.   
PR, itineraries, visitor services, marketing and convention bureau services for B2B and B2C.

Visit : www.welcometosheffield.co.uk. Contact : Wendy Ulyett at wendy.ulyett@marketingsheffield.org 

Agencies 
Consolidated PR

Consolidated PR delivers creative integreated campaigns for business and consumer audiences. 
Visit : www.consolidatedpr.com. Contact : Rachel Ford at rachelf@consolidatedpr.com
Katch
Katch is a creative public relations, media and events agency based in London. New & innovative in its approach to client campaigns, we focus on two core values; creativity and personal service.

Visit : www.katchthis.com. Contact : Anita Keshi at anita@katchpr.com. 
	News


The Train Event Community
The Train Event Community is a new LinkedIn group for those with a major and professional interest in European rail travel.

The group provides a professional venue for travel industry representatives to network and discuss opportunities in European rail travel and programmes and initiatives for its future development. There will also be the opportunity to explore and discuss the world of European train travel.

Travel journalists will find the Train Event Community a source of information on group and individual press trip opportunities organised by Deutsche Bahn UK and Erail Travel.

Contact : Michael Birtles at michael@erailtravel.com and 
www.erailtravel.co and Oliver Schmidt at oliver.schmidt@bahn.co.uk.

Qatar

Qatar Airways will add a fifth weekly flight between Doha and London Heathrow from  March 2012, opening up the potential for over 1,800 extra visitors to the country each week. 
Visit : www.experienceqatar.com.  For press trip press trip opportunities contact Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com.

The International Golf Travel Market

The International Golf Travel Market (IGTM) organised by Reed Travel Exhibitions will be held in the Algarve from 12 to 15 November 2012 at the Tivoli Marina Hotel in Vilamoura. 
Visit : www.visitalgarve.pt.  For press trip press trip opportunities contact Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com.

	Leads


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following leads should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Chugach Powder Guides, Alaska 

Beginning in 2012, Chugach Powder Guides will offer helicopter skiing 20 miles east of Seward on the North Gulf Coast. 
The area produces strong snowfalls and its glacial valleys with vertical, steep skiing terrain offers some of the best runs in the state. Skiers also will experience a bird’s-eye view of the islands and fjords of Resurrection Bay. 
Guests fly into Anchorage, and then take a scenic shuttle ride 125 miles to Seward, along the Seward Highway, a National Scenic Byway. 
Visit : www.epicquest.com. Contact: Chris Owens at chris.owens@epicquest.com.
Guimarães, Portugal

Guimarães in the north of Portugal has been named as Europe’s Capital of Culture for 2012. 
The city will host a vareity of events and attractions focusing on music, cinema, photography, fine arts, architecture, literature, thought, theatre, dance, street art and more. Over the course of the year, the city will be the promoter of Europe’s cultural diversity, revealing Portuguese arts and culture as well as welcoming those from other countries. 
Visit www.guimaraes2012.pt/ and www.visitportugal.com. For press trip press trip opportunities contact Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com.

	What’s on 


Information for professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers on annual events and celebrations worldwide. 
Events in Holland : January to May 2012

Amsterdam International Fashion Week (winter edition)

25 to 29 January 2012

The Amsterdam International Fashion Week (AIFW) returns to the Culture Park Westergasfabriek, highlighting the hottest fashion trends in cooler climates for the winter edition with runway shows and salons. 
The DOWNTOWN events showcase the best bits of winter fashion to the general public with catwalks in outlets, clubs & bars, museums and where fashion belongs, on the streets of Amsterdam.
www.amsterdamfashionweek.com
International Film Festival Rotterdam

25 January to 5 February 2012

The International Film Festival Rotterdam (IFFR) is a festival of films, exhibitions, debates and parties. 
The IFFR shows world independent, innovative and experimental cinema as well as a series of film-related visual arts exhibitions and live performances. 
www.filmfestivalrotterdam.com
Holland Dance Festival

26 January to 25 February

This biannual festival features some of the most outstanding dance productions in the world. It is held in The Hague, which is home of the world-renowned Netherlands Dance Theatre.
www.en.holland-dance.com 

Art Rotterdam

9 to 12 February 2012
Art Rotterdam is an international art fair for contemporary modern art. 
www.artrotterdam.nl
Object Rotterdam

9 to 12 February 2012
Object Rotterdam is an international fair for contemporary design and is a platform for the latest limited editions and one-offs from well-known and upcoming designers. 
www.objectrotterdam.nl
Dreams of nature: Symbolism from Van Gogh to Kandinsky

24 February-17 June 2012

Symbolism was a pioneering movement in painting of the late 19th century. Some 70 poetical and evocative paintings of nature from the period 1880–1910 will offer a new perspective on this intriguing movement.
www.vangoghmuseum.nl 

Rotterdam Museum Night

10 March 2012

During the annual Rotterdam Museum Night, over 40 museums and art galleries open their doors. Besides the permanent collections and exhibitions on display, the night includes many special tours, workshops, performances and events.

www.rotterdamsemuseumnacht.nl 

National Museum Weekend

14 April 2012
This annual event is the perfect opportunity to delve deep into the country's rich cultural heritage. Over 500 museums throughout Holland will open their doors to the public free of charge, or at heavily discounted rates. 
www.holland.com 

Springdance, Utrecht 

19-29 April 2012
Springdance brings the international world of contemporary dance and performance to Utrecht in an annual ten day long festival with shows, performances, installations, and debates, presented at different locations throughout the city. 
www.springdance.nl 

Festival on the Wharf, Utrecht 

17to 26 May 2012
Festival on the Wharf is an annual festival that takes place at a wide range of locations throughout  Utrecht. 
www.festivalaandewerf.nl/english.php  

Dunya Festival, Rotterdam
27 May 2012
This annual world performing arts festival in Rotterdam showcases prominent artists and young talent from every corner of the world as well as big names in world music, storytelling and poets-play. 
www.dunya.nl  

Titanic, New England

12 April 2012

Titanic - 12,450 Feet Below opens at the Mystic Aquarium in Mystic, Connecticut, commemorates the 100th anniversary of the liner’s maiden voyage and tragic sinking. Mystic Aquarium is two hours southwest of Boston. 

Visit : www.mysticaquarium.org, www.mystic.org and www.discovernewengland.co.uk. Contact : Jo Thomas at jo.thomas@kbc-pr.com.

Open Golf Championship 

Royal Lytham & St Annes Golf Club, Lytham,  Lancashire 

15 to 22 July 2012

The 2012 Open Golf Championship takes place on one of the country’s most stunning championship golf courses.For other golfers the Fylde coast has four championship courses, fine hotels and restaurants, warm hospitality and the thrills of Blackpool and Lancashire’s breathtaking countryside.

Visit : visitlancashire.com/open2012. Contact:  Anna Izza at aizza@lbtbltd.com.

	Reasons to write about


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

Alaska

New Ketchikan tour, Alaska

Travelers can learn how to survive in the Alaska wilderness and take part in a research project to help sustain the Alaska seafood industry. 
The Alaskan Wilderness Survival tour, offered by Allen Marine Tours in Ketchikan, takes guests to a remote island for a short guided hike through an old-growth forest where they are taught survival skills such as how to build a shelter, identify wild edibles and light a fire. 
Back aboard the expedition catamaran, guests will pursue the green crab, an invasive species that has become a threat to the local ecosystem. Travellers will haul sampling crab pots, look for evidence of green crabs and record findings for the University of Alaska. 
Visit : www.allenmarinetours.com. Contact: Deby Santos at ketchikaninfo@allenmarine.com.

Learn the ropes from an Iditarod champion in Alaska
2011 Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race Champion John Baker is teaming up with the Alaska Native Heritage Center in Anchorage to teach visitors about the state’s official sport, dog mushing. 
Team Baker Tours will present the history of the sled dog from its historical significance among indigenous Arctic people to modern day recreational racing. Visitors will also play with puppies, learn how to harness a team, enjoy a dog cart ride and hear stories from veteran Iditarod mushers. 
The presentations will begin in May 2012.

Visit www.alaskanative.net. Contact: Dave Farve at dfarve@alaskanative.net. 

Steamboat tours 

Visitors can tour on Alaska's only wood-burning passenger steamboat with the Juneau Steamboat Company. 
The cruises down the Gastineau Channel offer tales of Juneau’s early mining history from the illustrious Captain John against the backdrop of southeast Alaska’s coastal environment. 
The fleet of two boats carries up to 16 people each on scheduled departures or custom tours. 
Visit www.juneausteamboat.com. Contact: John George at juneausteamboat@gmail.com.

The Mob Museum, Las Vegas

The National Museum of Organized Crime and Law Enforcement or the Mob Museum opens in Las Vegas on 14 February 2012. 
The Mob Museum will be an interactive museum presenting a bold and authentic view of organised crime's impact on Las Vegas' history. The exhibits, programs and experiences will offer multiple perspectives providing a contemporary, engaging experience to educate on organised crime's unique imprint on America and the world. 
Artifacts to be integrated throughout the Museum’s interactive exhibits will provide an insider’s look into many of organized crime’s biggest names, including, Alphonse Capone, Dion O’Bannion and Ben Siegel.  
The museum will be located in the heart of Downtown's urban core and housed in the former federal courthouse and United States Post Office, which was completed in 1933 as the city’s first federal building. 
Visit : www.visitlasvegas.com. For press trip press trip opportunities contact Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com
The International Junior Golf Tour

International Junior Golf Tour, which is one of the leading competitive circuits for elite golfers grades 5-12 has launched its spring 2012 schedule, including 25 events in 10 U.S. states. Headquartered on Hilton Head Island, S.C., the IJGT offers over 60 two-and three-day events throughout the U.S. each year.
These include : 

  
The Carolina Championship at Kiawah Island Resort 

18 and 19 February 

The tournalment will be held five months prior to the 2012 PGA Championship. Participants will have an opportunity to compete on the world-renowned Ocean and Turtle Point courses. 
 
The Battle at Bulle Rock Golf Club in Havre de Grace, Md

14 and 15 April 

The Bridgestone Golf Tournament of Champions, Fla

26 to 28 May 
 
Visit : www.IJGT.com and info@IJGT.com. Contact :Glenn Gray at ggray@buffalocommunications.com.

The Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust

 

The UK based Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) have launched their 2011 Migration Watch programme by inviting Alliance members to visit one or more of its wetland centres.

There will be the chance to meet the experts, experience the spectacles of thousand of birds arriving from destinstions worldwide and helping to count the flocks.

 

Birds you may see include Bewick’s and whooper swans, pink-footed geese, teal, lapwing and curlew. 

The spectacular pochards or an elusive bittern – the ‘tiger’ of the wetland bird safari! 

In excess of 5 million birds from 60 species migrate to the UK every year from Canada, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden, Finland and Russia including 350,000 pink footed geese. 

The WWT will tailor individual visits to any of its centres between now and 31 January 2012.

Visit :www.wwt.org.uk/migrationwatch. Contact Jackie Pedersen at  jackie@macraecommunication.com.

Croatia

Croatia comprises 1,244 islands strung along its Adriatic coast with 16 UNESCO Heritage Sites and eight national parks.

Croatia unveils its first national cocktail 

Created by Croatian barman and mixologist Marin Nekić, the Crocktail is the first cocktail made exclusively of Croatian ingredients. 
Made using Zadar Maraschino, sour cherry juice, fresh lemon juice and lots of ice and decorated with arancini, a traditional Dalmatian sweet prepared from candied orange peel, the delightful concoction has been proclaimed Croatia’s first national cocktail. For more information click here
Silent dancing 

The unusual silent wheel dance, a traditional Dalmatian folk dance performed without instrumental or vocal accompaniment, has been included on a list of intangible cultural heritage by UNESCO. 
Passed on from generation to generation, the dance is performed today at local events, before church festivities or at festivals. Also included on the list is Bećarac, a traditional folk song from Slavonia. Croatia already has ten cultural traditions on UNESCO’s list. 
National Geographic hot list 

Croatia’s pristine coastline and national parks have earned the country a spot in National Geographic Traveller’s 2012 Hot List. 
Visit www.croatia.hr. Contact : Jasmin Othman at Jasmin.Othman@Rooster.co.uk.

Alaska Sea Adventures 

Alaska Sea Adventures, in Petersburg, Alaska, offers a variety of trips from September through May, outside the typical cruise season. 

In November and December, weeklong, guided photography trips on the 10-passenger M/V Northern Song allow travelers the chance to view the pre-migration gathering of humpback whales in Seymour Canal. Beginning in late March, trips take travelers to witness the spring spawning of pacific herring, an event essential to the existence of almost all the marine wildlife in the Pacific Northwest. 

Visit www.yachtalaska.com. Contact: Dennis Rogers at dennis@yachtalaska.com.

	A place to stay


Alliance members looking to take advantage of any of the following opportunities should be on assignment, with a commission or able to obtain one.

The St. Regis Mauritius

The St. Regis opens in May on the Indian Ocean island of Mauritius.  It is on the beachfront at the UNESCO World Heritage site of Le Morne.

Visit : www.stregis-mauritius.com and www.tourism-mauritius.mu. For press trip press trip opportunities contact Susie Tempest at susiet@hillsbalfour.com.

Cleveley Mere Tree House, Lancashire, UK 

Location: Cleveley Bank Lane, Forton, Lancashire (6 miles from Lancaster)

Cleveley Mere is a Unique 'Huf' inspired waters-edge tree house with rope bridge, sunset deck, own pier with private harbour and boat. 
Completely secluded, this bespoke accommodation has been built to a very high specification including a £40,000 Miele kitchen, solid oak flooring, free standing bath, two quality bedrooms and floor to ceiling windows with spectacular views of the lake. 

Visit : www.cleveleymere.com. Contact:  Anna Izza at aizza@lbtbltd.com.

Secret Bay, Dominica

Secret Bay, the latest boutique property to open in Dominica, is located on the northwest coast of the Caribbean island.

It comprises of four villas with private pool/jacuzzi and pool deck, outdoor shower and a hammock and views of the sea below.

Secret Bay an eco-friendly development, designed by renowned Latin American architect Fruto Vivas, using green and sustainable practices to minimise environmental impact.

Secret Bay itself has two secluded sandy beaches, a sea-cave and is a short drive to the town of Portsmouth and about one-hour’s drive to Roseau, the capital of the island.

Visit : www.secretbay.dm and www.discoverdominica.com. Contact : Tom Panagos at tom@saltmarshpr.co.uk. 

The Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore

The Hotel Fort Canning, Singapore will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members on assignment.

Once used as a base for the British Far East Command pre/post World War II in Singapore, the Hotel Fort Canning has been restored and re-opened as a chic boutique hotel with 86 rooms and suites, two restaurants and a THANN Spa.   

Many original features of its colonial past have been retained including a multi-columned façade and grand staircase.  

The hotel forms part of Fort Canning Park, an historical landmark in the heart of Singapore located between Orchard Road, the Clarke Quay entertainment hub and the Central Business District (CBD).

The 'Battle Box’ where General Percival surrendered Singapore to the Japanese in 1942 is a meetings or events venue.

Visit : www.hfcsingapore.com. Contact : Karen Luard at kp@KPcommunications.co.uk. 

The Cambrian, Adelboden, Switzerland

The Cambrian in the Swiss ski resort of Adelboden has won the inaugural “Best International Spa with a View “award from The Spa Traveller.

The Cambrian, Adelboden is a member of Design Hotels and the only Mr&Mrs Smith hotel in Switzerland.

Visit : www.thecambrianadelboden.com and www.thespatraveller.com. Sue Heady Sue Heady at sue@headycommunications.com. 

Apex Temple Court, London

The Apex Temple Court, which opens on 1 April 2012, is situated just off Fleet Street in the conservation area of the Inner Temple, arguably one of the most attractive and historic areas in the City of London. 
The building was bought from an ancient law society, the Honourable Society of the Inner Temple, which has a long history stretching back to the middle of the 12th century, during the reign of Henry II, when the Military Order of the Knights Templar built Temple Church by the Thames. 
Two centuries later in 1312, lawyers came to occupy the Temple site where the medieval Inns of Court offered accommodation to practitioners of the law and their students, and facilities for education and dining. 
After a period of slow decline in the 18th century, the following 100 years saw a restoration of the Temple's fortunes, with buildings constructed or restored. 
Apex Hotels is an independent operator of four-star contemporary hotels. 
Based in Edinburgh, the company operates the Apex City and Apex International in Edinburgh’s Grassmarket and owns the Apex Waterloo Place Hotel at the East End of Princes Street, the Apex European in Edinburgh’s West End, the Apex City Quay Hotel & Spa in Dundee and also the Apex City of London and Apex London Wall Hotels. 

Visit : www.apexhotels.co.uk. Contact : Vicky Hayes at vicky.hayes@brightergroup.com. 

Princesa Yaiza, Lanzarote. 

Princesa Yaiza  is a five-star hotel in Playa Blanca, a tranquil spot on the Canary Island of Lanzarote. The resort is privately owned with manicured gardens and sea views looking on to Fuerteventura and Isla de Lobos. 

Visit www.princesayaiza.com. Contact : Charlie Fox at charlie@grifcopr.com.

The L’Hôtel de Toiras, Île de Ré, France 

The L’Hôtel de Toiras is located on the island of Île de Ré, the chosen weekend break destination of the elegant Parisians and a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

The Winter months make a relaxing time to visit, when the Summer crowds have left and the air is crisp and fresh. 

Wrap up warm and enjoy long walks on the beach or pick up a bicycle and explore pine forest cycling paths, before returning to the cosiest and most luxurious hotel in town for a glass of champagne or a warming hot chocolate. 

Visit : www.hotel-de-toiras.com. Contact Sophie Furness at Sophie@grifcopr.com.

The Romanos at Costa Navarino

The Romanos, Costa Navarino, features in the Condé Nast Traveller’s annual Gold List. 

Costa Navarino is the prime, sustainable destination in the Mediterranean, located in the Greek region of Messinia in the southwest Peloponnese.

Set in landscaped olive groves and indigenous trees, in the region of Messinia, southwest Peloponnese, The Romanos Resort has views of the Ionian sea.

Visit : www.costanavarino.com. Contact : Jessica Flood at jessicaf@hillsbalfoursynergy.com. 
 Meliá Hotels Vietnam 

Meliá Hotels International is to add two hotels in the cities of Da Nang in Vietnam and Xi'an in China and, to its portfolio.The Meliá Danang Hotel will open in December 2012 on Non Nuoc beach on the outskirts of Danang. 

Danang is one of the largest cities in southern Vietnam and very close to World Heritage sites the imperial city of Hue, the ancient town of Hoi An, and the ruins of My Son. 

The Gran Meliá Xi'an Hotel is the second hotel for the company in China after the opening of the Gran Meliá Shanghai Hotel in 2009. 

Located in New Qujiang district in Xi'an, is set to open in 2013 and will consist of 419 rooms, two restaurants, a bar, YHI spa, convention centre and Red Level service.

Xi'an has become one of the most popular tourist destinations in China since the discovery of the Terracotta Army in 1974. The city has more than 3,000 years of history and was the capital of ancient dynasties for over 1,100 years.

Visit : www.solmelia.com. Contact : Anita Keshi at anita@katchpr.com.
Section two : ongoing opportunities

	Alerts 


Ongoing independent press trip opportunities for Alliance members 

· Visit Orlando offers Alliance members visiting on-assignment a complimentary Journalist VIP Passport. Visit : www.VisitOrlando.com/media. Contact : Amy Rodenbrock at amy.rodenbrock@visitorlando.com.

· The Broadway Collection New York, a group of 17 new and classic Broadway musicals, will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.broadwaycollection.com Contact: Della Tully at Della.Tully@btinternet.com
· Luxe PR, a specialist agency representing 2,000 hotel guestrooms in London and across England will be delighted to host Alliance members for a review stay in one of its central London hotels, or its country house hotels based in Derbyshire, Yorkshire and the Cotswolds. Visit : www.luxepr.com. Contact : Tamsin Cocks at tamsin@luxepr.com. 

· PlanetWildlife, which specialises in wildlife holidays worldwide will be pleased to consider press trip requests from Alliance members www.planetwildlife.com Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk
· The Mariott Paris Champs-Elysees, which is the only five-star hotel on the Champs-Elysees, will be happy to offer accommodation to Alliance members who are in the city on an assignment. Visit : www.parismarriott.com. Contact Bernice Saltzer at bernice@sortedpr.com.

· Bath Tourism Plus will host press visits to the Georgian and UNESCO World Heritage city of Bath. Visit : www.visitbath.co.uk. Contact : Lucy Ryder at lucy_ryder@bathtourism.co.uk. 
· City Running Tours-Chicago will be delighted to give free 5k running or walking tours to Alliance members.  Visit : www.cityrunningtours.com/chicago. Contact : Marlin Keesler at marlin@cityrunningtours.com.

· The German city of Frankfurt will be delighted to consider hosting Alliance members. Visit : www.frankfurt-tourismus.de. Contact : Gisela Moser at moser@infofrankfurt.de.
· The Cyprus Tourism Organisation will host group and individual trips for Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitcyprus.com. Contact : June Field at june.field@kallaway.com. 

· theExplorateur reviews of hotels, shops, restaurants and travel-related products around the world. Visit : www.theExplorateur.com. For press trips to review any of theExplorateur properties contact Gabriella Ribeiro Truman at gabriella@trumarketing.com.
· Three Nelson Hotels in Cheshire: The Grosvenor Pulford Hotel & Spa (www.grosvenorpulfordhotel.co.uk), The Pheasant Inn (www.thepheasantinn.co.uk) and The Bear's Paw (www.thebearspaw.co.uk) will be happy to accommodate Alliance members with a commission. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Great Hotels of the World, representing over 200 of the world’s finest hotels and resorts would be pleased to consider offering press trip accommodation to alliance members. Visit www.ghotw.com. Contact: Brooke Jester at bjester@ghotw.com.

· The Cranley and The Royal Park two London luxury, boutique townhouse hotels will be pleased to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members on commission. Visit www.thecranley.com or www.theroyalpark.com. Contact : Li Boatwright at li@storringtoncommunications.com. 

· Mead Brown, a vacation rental company in Costa Rica, is happy to host writers on assignment. Visit : www.meadbrown.com. Contact : Michael Brown at michael@meadbrown.com.
· LocalGuiding.com – Personal tours by local guides, will be pleased to offer tours around the world to Alliance members. Visit: www.LocalGuiding.com. Contact: Robert Blessing at rb@localguiding.com.

· Shakespeare Country, UK will host Alliance members and their family for one or two nights with passes to visit the attractions and tickets to the Royal Shakespeare Theatre, subject to availability. Visit : www.Shakespeare-Country.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinal at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk.
· Mallorca Hotels: Hotel Bon Sol Resort & Spa, Hotel Tres and  Hotel Dalt Murada, and Hotel Mar i Vent, Mallorca will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.hotelbonsol.es,  www.hoteltres.com, www.daltmurada.com and www.hotelmarivent.com.  Contact Cathryn Hicks at cathryn@douggoodmanpr.com
· Atholl Estates, Perthshire, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members. The country estate has historic lodges, modern woodland lodges and a 5-star holiday park. Onsite activities include a pony trekking centre, land rover safaris, stunning gardens/wildlife and the historic Blair Castle. Visit: www.atholl-estates.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.
· The five-star Arlberg Hospiz Hotel and its sister four-star Goldener Berg in St. Christoph am Arlberg, Austria has the 600 year old wine cellar of the Brotherhood of St. Christoph. Visit : www.hospiz.com. Contact Karen Luard at kp@kpcommunications.co.uk

· The Villa Pambuffetti in Montefalco, Umbria, Italy will be pleased to offer accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.villapambuffetti.com. Contact Alessandra Pambuffetti at info@villapambuffetti.com. 
· Eustatia Island, British Virgin Islands an extraordinary 26-acre, low impact, private island estate wil be happy to host press visits for Alliance members with an appropriate commission. Visit : www.eustatia.com. Contact: Alastair Abrehart, alastair@broadswordpr.com.

· Africa Safari Holidays will be happy to offer any press trip services to professional travel journalist to East Africa. Visit : www.africasafariholidays.net. Contact : Agnes Njagi at info@africasafariholidays.net. 

· Reykjavik Bike Tours provide press tours of Iceland’s capital for Alliance members. Visit : www.icelandbike.com. Contact : Stefan Helgi Valsson at valsson@centrum.is. 

· Champagne-Ardenne Tourisme, four French departments boasting historic sites and chateaux, walking and cycling routes, a variety of sports, superb natural scenery and Champagne will be pleased to consider press visits for Alliance members.  Visit : www.tourisme-champagne-ardenne.com.   Contact: Doug Goodman at doug@douggoodmanpr.com. 

· Health retreats on Vancouver Island, British Columbia, Canada. Visit : www.vancouverisland.com. Contact : Pamela Irving at livingcomms@telus.net.

· Red Mangrove Galapagos Lodges offers a land-based alternative to exploring the Galapagos that until now was a cruise-only destination. Visit : www.redmangrove.com. Contact : Dave Wiggins dave@travelnewssource.com
· Midlethorpe Hall & Spa, Yorkshire, UK will be delighted to offer DB&B and use of the Spa to Alliance members. Visit : www.middlethorpe.com. Contact Daisy Parker at daisy@iscott.co.uk.

· Swaziland and Malawi : Geo Group will be delighted to consider press  trips to either Swaziland or Malawi for Alliance members with  suitable commissions.  Visit : www.welcometoswaziland.com and www.malawitourism.com. Contact: Kelly White at tourism@geo-group.co.uk. 

· Holidaylettings, which offers a selection of chalets and apartments around the world will consider arranging accommodation at its listed properties. Visit : www.holidaylettings.co.uk. Contact : Kate Stinchcombe-Gillies at kate@holidaylettings.co.uk. 
· Malta will be happy to consider for press trips for Alliance members. Visit : www.visitmalta.com. Contact : Anne Kapranos at Anne@essence-communications.com.
· Peckforton Castle, Cheshire UK a grade I listed building, built in the 1840s in the style of a medieval castle will be delighted to host Alliance members on a review basis.Visit : www.peckfortoncastle.co.uk. Contact : Karen Floyd at karen.floyd@symmetrypr.com.
· Tongabezi Lodge, which is upstream from Victoria Falls, and the new eco-friendly Sindabezi Island are located on the Zambezi River in Zambia. Tongabezi would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.tongabezi.com. Contact Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Ker & Downey Botswana, located in the heart of the Okavango Delta and Moremi Game Reserve, will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.kerdowneybotswana.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com. 
· Adventure Life, which provides small group tours to Central and South America that have a positive impact on the local culture and environment, will consider press trip requests. Visit : www.adventure-life.com. Contact : Adam York at adam@sublimepub.com. 

· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· Migis Lodge on the shores of Maine’s Sebago Lake invites travel journalists to experience Maine Lakeside Luxury. Visit : www.migis.com. Contact : Susan Soltero at ssoltero@cmcommunications.com. 

· The North West Development Agency area, which includes Cumbria, Lancashire, Manchester, Liverpool and Cheshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with commissions. Visit : www.nwda.co.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.

· The George Hotel, Edinburgh, Scotland will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.principal-hayley.com/venues-and-hotels/the-george-hotel. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas is a 1003-room, 37-storey luxury hotel, which has just opened in the bustling heart of the Alamo City. The Grand Hyatt San Antonio, Texas will be happy to consider providing accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Contact: Alison Wood at Alison@grifcopr.com.

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk.  

· Lower Zambezi, Zambia : Sausage Tree Camp located within the heart of the Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission.  Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.

· Wiltshire, located in the heart of the south-west of England has a number of high quality luxury hotels and a whole host of unique attractions. Visit : www.visitwiltshire.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk.
· Knockomie Hotel, Forres, Scotland, will be delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members for a 2-night stay in one of their 15 individually-themed rooms and dinner on one of the nights in their recently refurbished restaurant, The Grill. Visit: www.knockomie.co.uk. Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com.

· South Lakeland Parks is the north-west UK’s leading holiday park operator featuring nine sites within Morecambe Bay, Ribble Valley and Lake District. Visit : www.southlakelandparks.co.uk. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Cumbria Tourism, the tourism body for Cumbria, UK incorporating the Lake District will be delighted to let Alliance members sample its delights from the great outdoors and exciting attractions to stylish hotels and high quality restaurants. Visit : www.golakes.co.uk.
· South Luangwa, Zambia : The Luangwa Valley has long been regarded as one of Africa’s finest wildlife destinations.  Their portfolio includes Kapani Lodge and Kakuli, Luwi, Nsolo and Mchenja Camps.  Norman Carr Safaris would be delighted to consider press visits to their properties to Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.honourway.com.  Contact : Honour Schram de Jong at honour@honourway.com.
· New York Circle Line Sightseeing Cruises will be delighted to host Alliance members with a

commission. Visit: www.circleline42.com Contact: Lisa Chamberlain at lisa.chamberlain@btinternet.com

· The Haweswater Hotel, a new art-deco hotel located next to the secluded Haweswater Reservoir, Cumbria, UK, will be happy to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit : www.haweswaterhotel.com. Contact : Samantha Marsh: samantha@infinitypublicrelations.co.uk
· Premier Cottages has a range of stunning four and five star self-catering holiday cottages throughout the UK, Channel Islands and Ireland. Visit : www.premiercottages.co.uk. Contact : Liz Blakeborough at liz@blakeborough.com. 

· St Mary’s Hall Hotel, the Isles of Scilly is happy to provide press trip opportunities to Alliance members. Visit : www.stmaryshallhotel.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk
· Woodovis Park, the independently run holiday park on the edge of Dartmoor, Devon UK invites Alliance members to review. Visit :  www.woodovis.com.  Contact : Samantha Kirton at samantha@independentpr.co.uk
· 1066 Country which comprises the area of Battle, Bexhill, Hastings, Herstmonceux, Pevensey and Rye in East Sussex, UK. Visit : www.visit1066ocountry.com. Contact : Jane Ellis at jjmellis@hastings.gov.uk. 

· The Wineport Lodge, Glasson County Westmeath, Ireland is happy to arrange press Alliance Members and can provide a range of story ideas related to food, wine, romance, weddings/honeymoons and spa escapes. Visit : www.wineport.ie. Contact: Nina Zapala at zapala@fzkllc.com.

· The Inn on Fifth, a luxurious, 87-room boutique hotel located in the heart of downtown Naples in Southwest Florida will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit www.innonfifth.com. Contact : Kelly Grass Prieto at kelly@hayworthcreative.com. 

· base2stay Liverpool will be delighted to offer accommodation for Alliance members able to review the hotel.  Visit : www.base2stay.com/press_page/Liverpool.html. Contact : Jon Brown at brown@paversmith.co.uk. 

· Visit Chester and Cheshire and Visit Lincoln and Lincolnshire will be delighted to host Alliance members with a commission. Visit : www.visitchester.com and www.lincoln.gov.uk. Contact : Oliver Bennett at oliverbennett@blueyonder.co.uk.  

· Swiss-Belhotel International, manages hotels, resorts and residences throughout the Asia Pacific, Southeast Asia, China and The Middle East regions.  Visit : www.swiss-belhotel.com. Contact : Ayla Hass at aylahaas@swiss-belhotel.com.

· Pembrokeshire, South West Wales will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.pembrokeshire.com. Contact: Pat Edgar PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com 
· The Rutland Hotel, Edinburgh, will be delighted to invite Alliance members to review this botique hotel. Visit www.therutlandhotel.com. Contact Yvonne or Fiona at  info@nicheworks.co.uk. 

· The Galapagos Islands : Quasar Expeditions would like to invite Alliance members to cover trips aboard the M/Y Grace, its vintage yacht in the Galapagos Islands. Visit : www.galapagosexpeditions.com/gracepresskit.php. Contact : Paul Schicke at paul@quasarex.com.

· Focus Hotels invite Alliance members to review their three and four-star properties located in key destinations across the UK.  Visit : www.focushotels.co.uk. Contact : Nat Frogley at nat@bacall.net.

    
· The 5* Blythswood Square Hotel, Glasgow, formerly headquarters to the 
Royal Scottish Automobile Club, has been redeveloped by the Town House Collection 
Visit www.blythswoodsquare.com or www.thetownhousecollection.com. Contact: Jo Murphy at Jo@thespaprcompany.com.

· Aspects Holidays specialises in providing self-catering accommodation, from luxury apartments to traditional fisherman’s cottages in and around St Ives and the West Cornwall area of the UK.  Aspects will be pleased to consider press visits to Alliance members with a commission. Visit www.aspects-holidays.co.uk. Contact : Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk.
· The Inn at Lathones, Scotland's only 4 star inn, is delighted to consider press trips from Alliance members.  The 17th-century listed building near St Andrews is one of Scotland’s oldest coaching inns and boasts 21 recently refurbished external rooms/suites, an award-winning restaurant, an intimate stone-walled bar and converted stables that host regular music events. For more information visit: www.theinn.co.uk  Contact: Lee MacGregor at lee@leemacgregorpr.com
· Cornwall Cottages will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.cornwallscottages.co.uk. Contact: Sue Bradbury at jess@suebradburypr.com.

· Hartland Peninsula Arts, which runs landscape painting courses on the North Devon coast will be pleased to offer courses to Alliance members. Visit : www.landscapepaintingholidays.co.uk. Contact: Karen Outred at ko@freelancepr.fsnet.co.uk.

· Frontier Travel organise tailor-made holidays to Canada in both the Summer (www.frontier-canada.co.uk) and the Winter (www.frontier-ski.co.uk). The company will consider offering individuals press trips for Alliance members. Contact: Dave Ashmore at dave@frontier-travel.co.uk.
· Sail Lofts St Ives, a group of 12 luxury holiday apartments just metres from Porthmeor Beach, will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members with a commission. Visit: www.thesaillofts.co.uk. Contact: Peter Hutchinson at peter@thesaillofts.co.uk. 
· The Alfajiri Villas and Galdessa Camp would like to invite Alliance members to stay at Alfajiri Villas (www.alfajirivillas.com) or Galdessa Camp (www.galdessa.com).Visit : www.FazendinPortfolio.com. Contact Sarah Fazendin at sarah@fazendinportfolio.com.

· The Peat Inn and  5-star restaurant in St.Andrews, Scotland will provide Alliance members able to review the Inn will receive complimentary dinner, bed and breakfast including guest. Visit : http://www.thepeatinn.co.uk. Contact : Megan Davidson at megan@crimsonedge.co.uk.

· The Isles of Scilly will be delighted to consider offering travel and accommodation to Alliance members on assignment, with a commission or who are able to obtain one. Visit: www.simplyscilly.co.uk. Contact: Karen Baker at karen@mercury-pr.co.uk. 

· The Park Hyatt Istanbul-Maçka Palas, Turkey will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.hyatt.com. Kathryn Peel at Kathryn@grifcopr.com.  

· Helpful Holidays, UK will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.helpfulholidays.com. Contact: Pat Edgar at PRMatters@dsl.pipex.com. 

· Jet2.com and Jet2holidays.com will be happy to consider offering flights and holiday opportunities. Contact: www.pressoffice@jet2.com. 

· Wilderness Journeys will be delighted to consider offering press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit : www.wildernessjourneys.com. Contact: Stevie Christie at stevie@wildernessjourneys.com. 

· Divi Resorts, the Caribbean will be happy to consider accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.diviresorts.com. Contact: Jacqueline Burton at jburton@fwv-us.com. 

· Charming Hotels Madeira will be pleased to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.charminghotelsmadeira.com.  Contact: Antonio Silva at asilva@charminghotelsmadeira.com.
· Sea Kayak Adventures explore Baja and Canada's newest marine parks and prolific whale watching destinations by sea kayak with Sea Kayak Adventures. Sea Kayak Adventures will be happy to provide press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.seakayakadventures.com. Contact: Nancy Mertz at info@seakayakadventures.com. 

· The View Hotel, Monument Valley, Arizona, USA, which opened in September 2008, is situated on the Navajo Tribal Park, on the border of Arizona and Utah. The View Hotel will be delighted to consider offering accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.MonumentValleyView.com. Contact: Mike Finney at mike@azcomgroup.com. 

· The Menzies Welcombe Hotel Spa & Golf Club, Stratford-upon-Avon will be delighted to offer dinner, bed and breakfast at this country house hotel to Alliance members able to review the property. Visit : www.menzieshotels.co.uk. Contact : Tanya Aspinwall at tanya@marketingaloud.co.uk
· Rosen Hotels will be delighted to host Alliance members who will be in the Orlando area, at the new 1500-room, 14-story Rosen Shingle Creek. Visit www.rosenshinglecreek.com. Contact Mary Deatrick at mdeatrick@cfl.rr.com. 

· The Peace and Plenty, Bahamas will be delighted to provide accommodation to Alliance members. Visit: www.peaceandplenty.com. Contact: Hazel Heyer at hazel_heyer@hotmail.com. 

· Ranch Rider stays are steeped in tradition, allowing travellers to sample an authentic western experience.Ranch Rider will be pleased to consider press trip facilities to Alliance members. Visit: www.ranchrider.com. Contact: Siobhan at siobhan@tionlondon.co.uk
	Travel products and services 


The following providers of travel products and services will be happy to provide these to Alliance members in return for a credit or review.

Kangol Headwear

Kangol’s straw hat collection will complement your every summer look with styles ranging from contemporary and classic trilby’s to glamorous beach brim hats.

Visit : www.kangolstore.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Airport lounges in London

No.1 Traveller is a London-based company specialising in airport lounges and transfers.

It operates lounges at Heathrow Terminal 3, Gatwick North and South Terminals and Stansted.

No.1 Traveller is happy to offer a 50% discount rate for all Travel Writers Alliance members. 

Those interested should contact No1@3-monkeys.co.uk when wishing to make a booking with : 

· Full name (as it appears on your passport)

· Flight date / time

· Flight number

· Which airport / terminal

Visit : www.No1Traveller.com. Contact : Charlotte Spencer at Charlotte.Spencer@3-monkeys.co.uk.

Silhouette
Silhouette sunglasses provide 100% protection against UV A, B and C rays. If Silhouette’s IQ POL Sunglasses were suntan lotion, they would correspond to the European protection factor 32.

Visit : www.silhouette.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Simple

Californian footwear brand Simple has your feet ready for summer with these eco friendly organic cotton plimsoles. Exclusive to Schuh, they are available in white and navy with ribbon laces- the perfect footwear for French Riviera chic.

Visit : www.simpleshoes.com. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Mitchum

Keep your cool when the temperature rises this summer with Mitchum Anti-Perspirant and

Deodorant. Available in stick, roll on and aerosol variants it will keep you feeling ‘just showered fresh’ all day.

Visit : www.mitchum.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.
Teva

Teva’s Contoured Ribbon Mush is the most comfortable flip flop in the world. Using state of the art memory foam you will feel like you are walking on clouds when walking on the beach, boardwalk or pavement this summer.

Visit : www.teva.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

John Masters Organics

Make every day a day at the beach with John Masters Organics Sea Mist Sea Salt Spray with Lavender. It protects the hair and provides extra body, volume and texture, also helping to enhance curls for natural beach beautiful hair.

Visit : www.johnmasters.co.uk. To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

Delph

Delph Sun Care offers a comprehensive range of family products from SPF 8 to 50, rated UVA 4* for their “superior” protection. The range has been fully tested to medical standards (not tested on animals) and is one of only 6 sun creams listed on the UK Drug Tariff allowing it to be prescribed by GP’s.

To review the product range contact : Jenny Scott at jenny@brandnation.co.uk.

ELITE's luxury car hire

ELITE's luxury car hire is the largest Pan-European operation of its kind with almost 400 exclusive models including Aston Martin, Audi, Bentley, Ferrari, Lamborghini, Maserati, BMW, Mercedes Benz, Porsche and Land Rover.

For travellers who prefer not to drive, ELITE is affiliated to a network of limousines with drivers serving over 600 cities.Elite is offering Alliance members a 20% discount on car rental throughout its fleet with a complimentary car upgrade.

Please mention special code Travel Writers Alliance – UK when booking with Elite Rent-a-Car.

Visit : www.eliterent.com. Contact : Maritza Morales at maritza@eliterent.com
Dollar rent a car

Dollar rent a car will be delighted to offer a discount to Alliance members on car rental in the USA in return for a credit. Discounts will be agreed on a case-by-case basis.

UK, European and Australian licence holders should contact : Cheryl Richardson at Cheryl.Richardson@DTAG.com or on + 44 (0) 20 7630 4620. 

Visit : www.dollar.co.uk. US and Canadian licence holders should email a request via the Dollar website : www.dollar.com. 
Æther mobile

Alliance members can get a 10% discount on aether mobile – the global roaming mobile service, which offers savings on using a mobile phone when abroad. 

The service is aimed at leisure and business travellers travelling outside of their home country. Discount is offered on initial SIM+credit orders, plus 10% on all subsequent top ups
The aether mobile SIM card into any unlocked phone.

Among the features and benefits :

· service available in 206 countries worldwide on over 565 mobile networks and free to receive calls in 65 countries

· up to 80% off the cost of making a call from abroad

· free to receive an incoming SMS and sending an SMS is 10p in Europe and 34p for the rest of the World.

· voicemail service accessible from any location 

· pay as you go with no penalties for non use no line rental, contract or service fees and full itemised billing

All æther mobile SIMs have a UK telephone number; +44 7. 

Visit : www.aether-mobile.com. Contact : Samantha Osborough at samantha.osborough@aether-mobile.com. 

The Leisure Pass
The Leisure Pass Group creates all-inclusive ‘smart’ passes, for cities around the world.The purchase price covers entrance to all attractions, fast-track entry at a number of attractions, and gives discounts at shops, theatres, service providers and restaurants. 

Alliance members can get review passes for the cities covered.

Visit : www.leisurepassgroup.com. Contact : Katie.wright@sirencomms.com. 

	Travel guides 


The following travel publishers will be happy to provide review copies to Alliance members where credit or review will follow.

AA Travel Guides

Visit : www.shop.theaa.com/store/travel-guides. Contact : Katie Stephens at katie.stephens@theaa.com.

Anova Books
www.anovabooks.com. Helen Ponting at hponting@anovabooks.co
Berlitz 

www.berlitzpublishing.com.  

Bradt Travel 
www.bradtguides.com. Rachel Fielding at rachel.fielding@bradtguides.com

Brit's Guide
www.foulsham.com. Margaret Lashbrook at margaret.lashbrook@lineone.net or Sue Wilkins at wilkins@foulsham.com. 

Cicerone
www.cicerone.co.uk. Contact : Sarah Spencer at sarah@cicerone.co.uk 

Eland Publishing 

www.travelbooks.co.uk. Barnaby Rogerson at barnaby@travelbooks.co.uk. 

 

Fisher's Travel SOS
www.fisherstravelsos.com. Furgan Syed at furqan.syed@fisherstravelsos.com. 

Global Travel Publishers 
www.africa-adventure.com. Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.

Globetrotters LogBook
www.globetrotterslogbook.com. Giedo Claes at giedo@globetrotterslogbook.com  
Inn House Publishing
www.innhousepublishing.com. Kathryn McWhirter at kathrynmcwhirter@btopenworld.com. 

Insight 

www.insightguides.com. Julia Spence at Julia.spence@ukonline.co.uk. 

In your pocket guides
www.inyourpocket.com.  Craig Turp at editor@inyourpocket.com. 

Jane’s Smart Art Guides
www.JanesSmartArt.com. Jane McIntosh at MJM@JanesSmartArt.com 

Jonglez Publishing 

www.jonglezpublishing.com. Contact : Thomas Jonglez at

info@jonglezpublishing.com.

Kuperard Publishers
www.kuperard.co.uk. Contact : Geoffrey Chesler at geoffreychesler@btinternet.com. 
Lonely Planet
www.lonelyplanet.com. Contact : Europe, Middle East and Africa: Laura Lindsay at laura.lindsay@lonelyplanet.co.uk, North America: Rana freedman

pressUSA@lonelyplanet.com 

Asia Pacific : Jessica Foley at Jessica.foley@lonelyplanet.com.au
Morris Communications 
www.themilepost.com. Contact Kate Bandos at kate@ksbpromotions.com.  

Odyssey Books & Guides
www.odysseypublications.com.   Contact : Caroline Eden at caroline@odysseypublications.com

Oxygen Books city-lit 

www.oxygenbooks.co.uk Malcom Burgess at malcolm@oxygenbooks.co.uk
Rough Guides 
www.roughguides.com.  Contact : press@roughguides. 

Summersdale travel publications www.summersdale.com. Contact : Dean 

at dean@summersdale.com.

Take two Books

www.taketwobooks.com Sarah Duvalle at Sarah@taketwobooks.com.

Turnleft
www.turnleftguides.comContact: Nick Buteau at nick@turnleftguides.com  
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	The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.

 

www.itwalliance.com
 

AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance

 

www.allwaystraveller.com 


Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ

Chief Executive, The international Travel Writers Alliance

Managing Editor, AllWays traveller

0776 419 8286 

Ashley@itwalliance.com
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The All\Ways
traveller bulletin

Providing independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world

Issue No 4 : June 2012

www.allwaystraveller.com

Here is the June issue of the All\Ways traveller bulletin.

The bulletin is produced by the International Travel Writers Alliance to provide
independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world from our
professional travel journalists and travel industry partners.

Let us have your tips for trips

We would also be delighted to receive your own tips for trips, favourite
destinations and links to your travel blogs — or travel bloggers you follow.

You can do this by emailing me direct or posting something on the AllWays
traveller Facebook page.

Thelinkis :

http://www.facebook.com/pages/AllWays-traveller/122420571104036

Ashley Gibbins

Chief Executive
The International Travel Writers Alliance
www.itwalliance.com

Managing Editor
AllWays traveller
Ashley@allwaystraveller.com
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Switzerland

Adelboden : majestic mountains everywhere in this stunning Alpine resort

Bernese Oberland region of the Swiss Alps.

<
MG AliWays Traveller
| : |

Majestic mountains
everywhere in this
stunning Alpine
resort

some of the most spectacular Alpine scenery.

for winter sports enthusiasts.

www.adelboden.ch

Download : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AT%20Adelboden.pdf

Adelboden is a traditional mountain village at the end of the Engstligen valley in the
The road ends at Adelboden but there are cable cars and ski lifts to take visitors up to
From December to early-May, Adelboden's snow covered mountain slopes are a magnet
From June to October, the mountainsides turn into a lush green tapestry of grass that

carpets the area. It is then the walkers and bikers who come to Adelboden.

Adelboden, is yet to be as well known as some of the other Swiss mountain resorts — and
it is this that makes a visit all the more enjoyable.

Read online : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_switzerland_Adelboden.html
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The
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Providing independent travellers with an equally independent view of the world

Welcome to the May issue of the bulletin.

This is the third issue of the bulletin and the response so Please pass on the bulletin to your family, friends and

far has been tremendous. colleagues and get them to request it direct from
www.allwaystraveller.com.

The bulletin has been launched by the International Travel

Writers Alliance to provide independent travellers with an

equally independent view of the world from our professional

travel writers and our travel industry partners.

Ashley Gibbins

Managing Editor Chief Executive
The International Travel Writers Alliance
Ashley@allwaystraveller.com www.itwalliance.com

Florida

Florida is one of the world’s most popular destinations. Here is the second of our two-part feature on Florida,

Naples, an upmarket destination located between Miami and Fort Myers, in
Southwest Florida, has long been a lure for those seeking a pleasingly sub-
tropical climate, pristine beaches and glorious sunsets.

The name itself came when a late 19th Century magazine article sang the
praises of the area and compared it favourably with the Bay of Naples, Italy.

The way ta slart
a siay in the
The Naples of today is a compact thriving community, whose residents take real
pride in their community, keeping it clean and very safe — for themselves and
those visitors lucky enough to spend time here.

Naples beach, which runs along 10 miles of the Gulf of Mexico, is regularly listed
in the world’s top beaches.

In the historic Naples downtown, the 5th Avenue South and 3rd Street South
districts provide the main lure with their range of coffee shops, bars, fine
restaurants and upscale retail outlets.

www.ParadiseCoast.com

Download :

Read online :
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Welcome to the April issue of the bulletin.
Many thanks for all your kind words of support following our I hope you will find the bulletin of interest and, if so, please
March launch issue. ask your family, friends and colleagues to email me so |

can add them to the distribution list.
Every month the bulletin will provide independent travellers
with key information in a no-frills format. And please visit us online at :

In doing so, we will look to provide key information in a no-

frills format, similar to that we provide for the 8,000 plus

professional travel journalists in the International Travel You can then enjoy the features there at any time.
Writers Alliance, which is the world's largest association of

professional travel journalists.

Ashley Gibbins

Managing Editor Chief Executive
The International Travel Writers Alliance
Ashley@allwaystraveller.com www.itwalliance.com

Florida

Florida is one of the world’s most popular destinations.

While this is in no small measure to Walt Disney World, and the other theme parks of Orlando, there is so much more to enjoy in
the ‘Sunshine’ state.

This first of a two-part feature on Florida gives an idea of what to do and see in Florida,

et E Walt Disney World Resort (WDW), or Disney World to the many millions who
wowT o Vit have been there, is the world's most-visited entertainment resort.

It covers 30,000 plus acres of south west Florida at Lake Buena Vista, some 20
miles from Orlando.

; Visit this world and you will find four major theme parks, two themed water parks, a
i retail and night time entertainment 'district' and 23 on-site themed resort hotels.

: ; — Beyond Disney, other theme parks and themed entertainment has flourished
ﬁ m making Orlando, the theme park capital of the world, which attracts millions of thrill
- seekers, of all ages and from all corners of the world.

Walt Disney deserves due credit for this and his world deserves to be top of the list
To read this and other features when planning a visit.
visit :

www.disneyworld.disney.go.com





To read this and other features
visit :

To read this and other features
visit :

To read this and other features
visit :

Tallahassee, is in the Red Hills region of the Florida Panhandle, some 25

miles from the Gulf of Mexico and is surrounded by genuine natural beauty.

Being Florida, there is a climate that allows year-round enjoyment of the area’s

outdoor pursuits.

As Florida State Capital, Tallahassee also enjoys a political edge and historic
ambiance supported by a fine cultural offering and cosmopolitan infrastructure.

The Florida State and Florida A&M Universities are both based here and these
infuse the city with the youthful vibrancy of a college town.

While Florida is one of the world's major tourist hot spots, Tallahassee is yet to be

recognised as a travel destination in its own right
A treat at the top of the state awaits.

www.visittallahassee.com

Fort Myers, which is located between Naples and Sarasota on Florida’s Gulf
Coast, got its name from the 1850s wooden fort named in of honour one Col

Abraham C Myers.

The fort was built to garrison the troops sent to subdue the native Seminole Indians

who were not best pleased with the settlers moving onto their lands.

The city of Fort Myers grew up around the fort and flourished as a cattle station,
port and rail terminal long after the fort itself was decommissioned.

The downtown regeneration and cultural renaissance of Fort Myers, in recent years
has been startling. And equally as remarkable is the infusion of artistic and cultural

activities and initiatives from the citizens.

It all makes Fort Myers a very rewarding city break in its own right as well as a base

to tour the areas beaches.

www.FortMyers-Sanibel.com

Fort Myers Beach is located along a thin strip of barrier island on the Gulf of

Mexico, in South West Florida.

It is a real tourist trap, attracting those families and young people searching for sun,
sea, sand and the 'Coney Island' style excitement of the Times Square dining and

entertainment district.

And even while the focus is invariably on the fun side of a sunshine holiday,
those looking for something a little more exclusive can take the short drive to

Lovers Key state park, where a tractor-pulled tram runs through a mangrove forest

to one of Florida's most pristine stretches of sand.

Alternatively a short trip over the causeway and one is on the barrier islands of
Sanibel and Captiva or, for a cultural experience, head to downtown Fort Myers,
which has enjoyed a remarkable artistic renaissance in recent years.

www.FortMyers-Sanibel.com
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AllWays online is an archive of the finest travel features from the professional travel journalists in the International

Travel Writers Alliance.

Hers is just a small selection. Others can be found at :

New York City and Upstate New York are a couple of
hundred miles and light years apart writes Roger St.
Pierre.

NEW York 2
]wnwmnw[ ETRAIL
“‘hglwr the 2irth
of e Crreal Nation

1ONY History:

The Big Apple is all rush and bustle while out in the country
the pace .is altogether less hurried and frenetic.

If New Yorkers live life in the fast lane, their country cousins
live it on the hard shoulder. It’s friendly and safe and in many
communities people never bother to lock their doors.

It wasn’t that way for runaway slaves escaping from the
sugarcane and cotton fields of the Deep South in the turbulent
time just before the outbreak of the bloody American Civil War.

New York State had abolished slavery in 1827 but there were
notorious provisions that entitied Southern slave owners to
send bounty hunters into the state to retrieve their ‘property’
and the state tacitly cooperated with such activities.

And, if they could not find the fugitive they were looking for
they would often seize someone else instead, be it a slave or
a free black.

Read Rogers ’s feature at : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_an_USA_NewYork.html

Sexercise for pandas gets them in the mood writes Dan Christopher

Pity the poor pandas. As one of the most beloved animals
on planet earth, the cute and cuddly creatures wearing
black patches around their eyes are also under intense
scrutiny as an endangered species.

So not only is the panda sex life an open book, now it
seems, so is Panda poop. By tea drinkers.

Read Dan’s feature at : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_asia_china_pandas.html

Georgia is a small country nested between Turkey,
Armenia, Azerbaijan and Russia Frederic Mouren de
Poligny writes Frederic Mouren de Poligny.

Kept for a long time under the Russian umbrella, Georgia
stands up now as a little stunning country thinking of being
one day fully part of European Community

Read Frederic’s feature at : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_Georgia.html

A mere 45 million olive trees, terrain dominated by
craggy mountains and shorelines with some truly
lovely beaches writes Mark Nicholls.

Combine that landscape with delightful tavernas arcing
around quiet coves and serving traditional healthy cuisine.

Then there is a beautiful Mediterranean climate and a
history that stretches back across the millennia to the
ancient Minoan civilization and beyond, and you have
something nearing perfection.

Yes, this is Crete and still as | fondly remember it.

Read Mark’s feature at : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_Crete.html
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When it was completed in 1902, the New York Herald
proclaimed that Whitehall, Henry Flagler's Gilded Age
estate in Palm Beach, was "more wonderful than any
palace in Europe, grander and more magnificent than any
other private dwelling in the world."

Today, Whitehall is a National Historic Landmark and is
open to the public as the Flagler Museum, featuring guided
tours, changing exhibits, and special programs.

www.flaglermuseum.us

Wasatch Powderbird Guides, a heli skiing and snowboard
operation based out of the Wasatch Mountain Range in
Utah, provides individuals and private groups the powder
skiing experience.

With two convenient bases of operations (Snowbird Ski
Resort & Canyons Resort in Park City).

Guests can build the ski vacation of their dreams, complete
with 4 and 5 star lodging, 5 ski resorts in the immediate
vicinity, world-class restaurants, and countless
complementary activities.

www.powderbird.com

Elite Tours International is a tour operator for the Uzbek
tourism market, and is working actively in promoting
tourism in Uzbekistan.

www.elitetours.uz

www.No1Traveller.com

AAY

We all know that our time at the airport is, by far, the worst thing about

The time it takes to get through security, the panic at the thought of
checking in late and missing the flight and then the wait in crowded

To avoid the stress and pressure of flying, get to the airport three hours
earlier than necessary, check in and clear security in a leisurely fashion and
then head to one of the airport lounges to relax or work in style.

This costs a little more but, with all the lounges offer to make their guests
comfortable, it is money well spent.

e Passengers flying out of London Heathrow, Gatwick or Stansted should opt
= for the premium lounges operated by No.1 Traveller.

Leisure Island Houseboat Rentals is a family owned and
operated houseboat rental company located on Lake
Temagami in Northern Ontario, Canada.

Its houseboats provide a unique opportunity for fishing,
relaxation and adventure as you explore our beautiful area.

www.leisureislandhouseboatrentals.com

responsibletravel.com is the world's leading company for
responsible holidays.

In 2011 the company celebrated its 10th birthday and has
sold $100million worth of holidays since it launched.

The site works with over 1,000 tourism suppliers to help
market over 4,000 richer, deeper and more locally
distinctive travel experiences that are better for
destinations and local communities.

www.responsibletravel.com

Inbed.me is a social booking site for hostels, beds and
couches.

The company strongly believes that travel is not about the
places you visit but about the people you meet along the
way.

www.inbed.me
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FloridaVacationAuction.com is the official auction partner of
VISIT FLORIDA, which offers consumers the opportunity to
bid on Florida vacations including hotels, resorts, vacation
homes and attractions.

The site offers savings of as much as 80% off rack rate.

www.FloridaVacationAuction.com

VisitScotland and the Forestry Commission Scotland have
created a free pocket visitor guide to the UK'’s first Dark
Sky Park at Galloway Forest Park in Dumfries & Galloway.

The guide provides an introduction to stargazing with
plenty of hints and tips on how to get the most out of the
experience as well as the variety of things to see and do in
Dumfries & Galloway.

www.visitscotland.com/surprise.

Dooley Vacations is now offering a "Castles & Abbey of
Ireland" vacation package for summer travel.

The highlights of this trip include staying in four- and five-
star castle accommodations where guests are promised to
be treated like royalty!

Add a 7th night from $99 per person: Spend an extra night
at Fitzpatrick Castle Hotel Dublin, plus extended car rental
for only $99 per person.

www.dooleyvacations.com/vacations/castles-abbeys-
irl

The Fox Cities offer Wisconsin’s best shopping getaway.
Come for a weekend of shopping, some family fun or a
relaxing urban retreat.

Enjoy the culture, dining and nightlife in Appleton, the
historic charm of Neenah, and the riches of our 18
communities along the shores of Lake Winnebago and the
Fox River.

www.foxcities.org

The Exploratorium is a museum of science, art, and human
perception located in San Francisco, California.

The Exploratorium believes that following your curiosity
and asking questions leads to amazing moments of
discovery, learning, and awareness, and can increase
confidence in your ability to understand how the world
works.

www.exploratorium.edu

Travel guide publishers Luxury Backpackers have
published Family Adventures in Style. The company will be
happy to provide review copies to Alliance members.

www.luxurybackpackers.com.

Guimaraes in the north of Portugal has been named as
Europe’s Capital of Culture for 2012.

The city will host a vareity of events and attractions
focusing on music, cinema, photography, fine arts,
architecture, literature, thought, theatre, dance, street art
and more. Over the course of the year, the city will be the
promoter of Europe’s cultural diversity, revealing
Portuguese arts and culture as well as welcoming those
from other countries.

www.guimaraes2012.pt/ and www.visitportugal.com

ITC Giving offers a range of short-term, well-structured
volunteer travel experiences in exceptional destinations.

As part of their luxury holiday, clients will engage in the
local community and witness first-hand the outstanding
work carried out by local heroes. ITC Giving offers a much
broader context of travel to individuals, families and small
groups.

www.itcclassics.co.ukl/itcgiving

Titanic - 12,450 Feet Below opens at the Mystic Aquarium
in Mystic, Connecticut, on 12 April 2012.

It commemorates the 100th anniversary of the liner’s
maiden voyage and tragic sinking. Mystic Aquarium is two
hours southwest of Boston.

www.mysticaquarium.org, www.mystic.org and
www.discovernewengland.co.uk





To get the best from a London city break, one should look to be based in
the heart of the action.

The 4-star Mandeville Hotel is a city centre London hotel located close to
Selfridges just off Wigmore Street in the Mayfair - Marylebone area of central
London.

It is on the fringe of St Christopher’s Place, one of London’s thriving and
liveliest dining and retail districts.

London’s ‘theatreland’ and China Town are a stroll down Bond Street and
Regent Street and through Piccadilly Circus.

One can also saunter down to the Houses of Parliament, via Downing Street,
and the Thames, or take a stroll along the Mall or through St James'’s Park to
Buckingham Palace.

The hotel itself underwent a £50 million refurbishment in 2005 to create a

To download this feature click : uniquely modern interior within its grand Edwardian facade.

http://www.allwaystraveller.com/alerts devill k
[Allways %20alert%20Mandeville %20 www.mandeville.co.u
London%20new%20version.pdf

Windjammer Landing, the luxury villa beach resort on St Lucia is offering a
20% saving on its new Gold Medal Escape summer package to get holiday
makers to choose this tropical island.

The all-inclusive package provides guests with a Caribbean cocktail upon arrival
and all meals and beverages and a wide range of onsite watersports activities
during their stay.

For those who prefer relaxing in style in the sun Windjammer Landing has the
beach on its doorstep with a beachfront jacuzzi and six swimming pools within
the resort complex.

M

Windjammer Landing’s Gold Medal package starts at US $435 per night for two people in an Ocean View room. Bookings can
be made from 9 April 2012 with travel good until 20 December 2012.

www.windjammer-landing.com

Dusit Thani Dubai is an iconic five-star hotel that brings the
essence and beauty of Thai culture to the heart of Dubai.

It is also conveniently close to the Dubai International
Convention and Exhibition Center, Dubai International
Financial Center, Burj Khalifa, Dubai Mall, Jumeirah Beach,
Located on Sheikh Zayed Road, Dubai’s main artery, the and many other famous attractions.

hotel is a 15-minute drive from Dubai International Airport

www.dusit.com

The YMCA of the Rockies has two year-round family
vacation and conference centres, both located in the heart
of Colorado's Rocky Mountains.

www.ymcarockies.org

Estes Park Center close to the Rocky Mountain National
Park and Snow Mountain Ranch. Camp Chief Ouray is a
traditional summer overnight camp for children ages 7-17.





The first Zambezi River lodge on the Zambian side of
Victoria Falls, Tongabezi is privately owned and run, with
the emphasis on exclusivity and romance, enhanced by the
warmth of Zambian hospitality.

www.tongabezi.com

Park Hyatt Saigon is a luxury hotel, located in the heart of
Ho Chi Minh City.

The residential feel of the hotel is enhanced with the
feature of 244 wooden-floor guestrooms, white marble
baths with rain shower, sumptuous beds with feather
duvets and classic ceiling fans.

www.saigon.park.hyatt.com

The city of Jelenia Gora situated in Karkonosze (Giant
Mountains) is called to most picturesque city in Poland -
situated in a mountain valley.

www.jeleniagora.pl

The family-owned Camp Denali & North Face Lodge are the only accommodations
in Denali National Park with views of North America's highest peak, Mt. McKinley.

Located in the geographic centre of the park, Camp Denali & North Face Lodge
offer in-depth experiences for active travellers.

www.campdenali.com

Each house and cottage at Tongabezi has its own personal
valet and the Tongabezi vision is legendary.

The hotel plays host to Square One, award winning
designer restaurant serving authentic Vietnamese seafood
and western grill.

The Xuan Spa pampers your sybaritic side with luxurious
treatments, while 2 Lam Son bar is your stylish introduction
to the city's nightlife.

Grenada, the spice island of the Caribbean, is known for its
warm welcome to travellers.

Visitors to the island can get active in the rainforest, trek
around it lakes, snorkel and dive some of the most intriguing
life size statues and wrecks in the region.

Trips are also available to the spice plantations and historic
rum factories.

Grenada’s hotels are almost all owner managed and boutique
in style, and to make sure the authentic experiences does not
change no building can be taller than a palm tree.

www.grenadagrenadines.com

It offers tourists skiing, mountain biking, nordic walking,
paragliding and climbing.The oldest Polish spa
(Uzdrowisko Cieplice) founded in 1281 is one of the city's
districts.





Tatton Park is a stunning historic estate in Chehshire, with
2000 acres of parkland and four attractions to visit.

Deer have been present since the 13th century and the
attract a variety of birds and wildlife.

The Neo-Classical Mansion features art and antiques from
the Egerton family collections, and the 50 acres of Gardens
with designs dating from 250 years ago, providing year-
round colour.

www.tattonpark.org.uk

Morikami Museum and Japanese Gardens has been a
center for Japanese arts and culture in South Florida since
its opening in 1977.

www.morikami.org

Adventure is calling you to Banff, Lake Louise and Banff
National Park! As a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Banff
offers rugged beauty, unspoiled landscapes, and pristine
mountain ranges.

www.banfflakelouise.com

Utah Valley (Provo, Utah) is home to Robert Redford's
Sundance Resort, BYU,Thanksgiving Point, mountain
recreation and more.

www.UtahValley.com

Adventure is calling you to Banff, Lake Louise and Banff
National Park! As a UNESCO World Heritage Site, Banff
offers rugged beauty, unspoiled landscapes, and pristine
mountain ranges.

www.banfflakelouise.com

The National Museum of Organized Crime and Law
Enforcement or the Mob Museum has opened in Las
Vegas.

An interactive museum it looks to present an authentic view
of organised crime's impact on Las Vegas' history.

www.visitlasvegas.com

The Gardens showcase different areas such as the
Topiary, Rose Garden, Walled Kitchen Garden and the
Japanese Garden which is considered one of the best in
Europe.

There is also a working historic Farm and Tudor Old Hall to
visit.

The Morikami invites guests to discover South Florida’s
heritage and its connection with Japan, explore a series of
six diverse gardens inspired by a different historical period
and style of Japanese gardening.

Experience an unrivaled alpine escape at The World’'s
Finest National Park”. You can also drink in nature’s
wonder at Lake Louise — one of the Canadian Rockies’
most beloved destinations, with turquoise waters sparkling
underneath the towering Victoria Glacier.

The Utah Valley Convention and Visitors Bureau provides
information on Utah County and its venues, lodging and
dining.

This is one of the Canadian Rockies’ most beloved
destinations, with turquoise waters sparkling underneath
the towering Victoria Glacier.

The museum will be located in the heart of Downtown's
urban core and housed in the former federal courthouse
and United States Post Office, which was completed in

1933 as the city’s first federal building.
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Tips from our travel journalists

New research from British Airways reveals that nine out of ten holiday-makers don’t use up to 30 per cent of the items
they take on holiday.

We asked some of our travel journalists what they always take :
Kathy Sterndahl says :

| pack my clothes and other items in the zippered plastic bags that sheets come in - one bag for each type of item. They keep
everything so neat and wrinkle-free it is amazing! And you can easily see through them to know exactly what is inside.

Kimbel Westerson says :

| pack underwear/bras that dry quickly, no padded t-shirt bras. | don't hesitate to donate things that have proved superfluous
along the way. Bring spare converter plugs.

Wendy Liscia says:

Maybe travellers would like to link to a charity | follow www.stuffyourrucksack.com/index.php They ask that if you have any room
in your luggage take some things along that will benefit local charities. It's much more rewarding than taking another pair of
shoes.

Matt Morris says :

Ciprofloxacin. It's the best antibiotic for wiping out nasty stomach illnesses that your immune system takes ages to shift. | wish
I'd had some in El Nido last year. Shigella ruined my holiday.

Kerry McKinnon Hansen says :

Yes, Cipro is a must! When packing, | stick to a general colour scheme when choosing clothes; that way | can mix and match
things more easily. It also allows you to pack less jewelry and fewer shoes.

One item I'm always sure to pack is a big sarong - it has so many uses: a blanket for chilly flights, beach cover-up, picnic
blanket, wrap around fragile items in luggage, hang it over an uncurtained window for added privacy, wrap it around a bed pillow
if you're unsure of the pillowcase. It's come in handy for me many times.

Kate Nivison says :

Dental floss in a tiny dispenser with a clipper to cut it. Because you'll never break it otherwise. Great for an emergency washing
line, parcel string, holding up trousers, securing broken bag zips, dodgy door locks and windows, and bags to seat or bunk.

But always remember you will have to cut it at some point, and even your nicely flossed teeth may not do the trick.

Get involved
Ashley@allwaystraveller.com [j @allwaystraveler
4
&
f AllWays traveller Facebook

The International Travel Writers Alliance

The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional

_ travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers.
The Intemational
Travel Writers

Alliance www.itwalliance
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